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ilobcrb   of   lirunnc's    '  ilKintilnna 

AND   MOST   OF 

ck'lilliam  of  Blabington's  "  Hlanucl  bcs  JJecbin." 


.  MS.  1701;  Bodl.  415.]1 

Here  bygynne)1  Je  boke  Y&t  men  clepyn  yn 
frenshe  Manuele  pecche,  J>e  whych  boke  made 
yn  frenshe,  Roberd  Gros-test,  Bysshop  of 
Lyncolne.J 

[THE  PROLOG.]1 

FADYK,  and  Sun-.  A:  holy  ,uroste, 
.it  o  god  of  invite's  moste,3 
At  by4  wurechyp5  shul  we  bygynwe, 
To  shame  be  fende  &  shew0  oure  syane  ;  4 
Synrae  to  shewe,7  vs  to  frun. 
God  to  wur.-rhyp,'1  be  fende  to  shame. 
Shameful  symie  ys  gode  to  lete, 
Al  b«t  men  do,  1  •<»)?«•  smalr  &  grete:9         8 
J3e  gn-tf.  \v/t/<«»utyn  pryuyte, 
That  1..-H1"  co7/imunc  to  me  iV  tin-, 
of  In-///  wyl11  y  t<-ll«-  ^)\v  ncde12 
As  y  hai;  Q  dede.14          IL' 

Of  b\  M  ban  ys  my15  pa 
be  co///niau;Mlf]iK'ntys  of  the  oldi;  lawe,* 
Jjyse  ten  ;    tyn, 

1  T!.      B  -  in   tin-   Kuu'lUh   notes  aiv  fn.in 
Bodl.  ".)    except   \\lnn 
in-irk-                          :  •  ihvi.-l,  -j|. 

2  Bodl.  415  has  this  ;,„,.     Th.-  Duhvi.-h  .MS.  -j  j 
haa  only  '  M.-nnifl  •!••  !'••«••  In-,'  ntnl  at  top  in  a  later 
hand,  Mn.il  In-  i  iinl  tin-  first  four  liia-s 
of  the  text  rejn 

8  woo  go<i  !>. 

4  his.  . .  weHchul  I'.     ''  wor.nlj. -p.-[,,  in-  itu<l]0. 

"  c'si-hewc  vs  ber  D. 

''  Allr  h>  J'.it  iii.-n  'Inn  Miial- 

I  wil  IIIK!  nut  liyde  D. 

sayde .  D. 
19  of  >e  ferete  )>an  i        :     1> 

: 


273  and  4657. ]17 


Le  prologe  del  manuel  des  pechiez. 
A  uertue  «1«-1  srint  espirit 
Xus  seit  eidant  en  cest  escrit, 
A  u  w.<  les  choses  ben  mustrerb 
1  )uwt  hom  se  deitc  confer.- 
K  ausi  i-n  la  ([Uele'1  ina 

..-  fi-t  niir  hon  a  tere;e 
(  'ar  080*  la  u<  /'tuc  del  sacivnu-//!. 

I  >iiv  !«•  p.-1-hi.-,  ft  <-.  ,111.  -in.-' 
Tu$h  pechii'j  ne  pouw  rccu?/; 
Mf<  p'//-  Uint  se  peot  reme///luvr, 
E  les  pechit'3k  amender, 

Qe  cost  escrit  uelt  regardcr. 

II  Primes  dirni//^  la  dreitt-  : 

Oc-  fuwdtMii'-Mt  «•/•/  dc  ii'/.v/iv  Icy, 
Kli  (j''l  ad1  (\\\>/r  j»oins 


1  '2 


17  Tin-  R.M'linus  in  tin-  Kivn.-h  m.tea  are  from 
ll;ul.  4657  (soinetinics   maikt   /.'.  an<l   imp. 
collated)    exivpt    \vlu-n    tak.-n    from    Hail 
./.     Th.-   i;...Uri:in   MS.  IUwlinsi.il   1 
ntains  alwut  a  third  of  tho  Manuel  (nearly 
3900  lin.-.x    in  .  -  e  Prof.  Paul  Meyer's 

article  in  lltmwnin  xxix.  (.Inn.  1900),  p.  47-53. 
Ici  conir/MT  !«•  inaiiiicl  «li-  (Hjche. 

>  us  clh.->.  >  .l.-iiKKstrer. 
deit  ben.        •'  t-n  .pi.  -h-. 
tere  B.  trere  A.  there  Ar.  288.   M  B 

\  I  \  .  haa  Ure  too,  and  supplies  the  ct  in  1.  8. 
'  cot- 


I'!   »rs    ].«•,  ]|,  I    1,,  H. 

i 


2    Prolog.    This  look  is  to  If  on  the  7  Sins,  7  Sacraments,  12  points  of  Shrift,  etc. 


And  fywt  we  wylyn1  of  shreuyw, 

Yn  what8  poyntys  )>at  we  falle  17 

Yn  opon  synne  ajen4  hem  allo. 

And  syfen  of  fe  seuene  synwes/' 
In  what*  fyng7  fe  fendo  vs  wywnes  ;s     20 
And  syj>en  of  synne  of  sacrylege,9  \ 
Jxit  ys  to  holy  chyrche  outra 
And  of  fe  sacramentys  seuene  § 
Jfet  techyn  vs10  to  )>e  blys11  of  heuene  ;   24 

Sy)>yn  of  )>e  tweluu  poyntes  of  shryfte,  || 
And  "f  fv  nvflue  g;-ocys  of  here12  ^yfte  ; 
Al  |>at  louche))  dedly  sywne, 
In  any  spyce13  ]>at  we  falle  ynne,  28 

Jat  ys  oponly  seen  or14  wrou;t. 

Of  pryuytes15  speke  y  ry^t16  nou^t; 
))e  pryuytes15  wyl17  y  nat  name 
For  none18  )>arefore  shulde  me19  blame  ;  32 
Leuer  ys  me  J>at  )>ey  he  hydde, 
^an  for  me  were  oponly  kydde.20 
Nobles  J>ey  mote  be  shreuyn  21 
jyf  jyfte  of  grace  shal  be  ^euyn.22  36 

^23  Wyl17  y  nou^t  seye; 
To  greue24  hem  y  haue  grete  eye, 
For  £ey  wote  fat  ys  to  wetyn,25    [ieafi,coi.2] 
And  so  hyt  wel  before  hem  wrytyn.26      40 

))at  may  be  weyl  on  englyssli  tolde, 
To  telle  jow  J>at,  y  may  be  bolde  ;  2" 
For  lewde  2*  men  y  vndyr-toke 

1  wclyn  O.        2  of  hem  we  schuld  D. 

•  qwhatt  D.         4  a-jens  D. 

•  synnys  OD.        6  qwaht  D.         7  )>ynge  D. 

•  wynnys  OD. 

•  sacrilage  O,  and  >e  a.  of  sacrylege  D. 

!  '  t-  .  h-  ?,,w  I>.         »'  hlysse  0,  blisse  D. 

la  And  >e  .  .  .  goddts  D. 

u  ony  speche  D. 

14  opynly  in  dede  D. 

M  piyuytee*  0.     See  line  83  of  French. 

'•  ryjt  D,  am.  HO.        «  wyle  0. 

w  noun,  or  none  0.        "  here  D. 

"  ^°1Pollly  were  kydde  O»  >orwh  me  opynly  were 

Jit  be-hovyth  vs  )>cr-of   be  schreue  D, 

22  jeue  D. 
>  line  91,  etc.  of  the  French.     «  greuy^i  D. 


Qe  suwt  'artik.-ls  '•  .ij.rl,.  16 

*  U  Pus  mettrim  les  coma?idenu>ras, 

Qe  garder  deiuent  tute  gens. 
t  U  Pus  les  set  pechies  mortals 

Desqwels  surdent  tans  inals.1'  20 

U  Vblier  ne  d»-uu///,  rn  mile  jjuisr, 

Les  dreitures  de  seint  eglise. 
J  Pur  ceo  de  sacrilege,  aj>/vs  dinu///, 

Sicum  des  mestres  apris  auuw.  _  1 

U  Pus  i  trouere^,  ci  \us  plest, 
§  Be  semt  eglise  les  sacreraew^  sect, 

Per  quela  eole  e?*/  tute  gouerne^, 

Qe  en  cowfessiun  ne  seie?zt  cele3  ;  28 

Dunk  puna,  vere  qe  ad  trespasses 

ChescuTz,  &  amende?  ces  pecliicx. 

H  Pus  trouere;  un  sermun  de  pour, 

E  comewt  vus  deuez  pour  auer  &  amur. 

||  Vne  liure  trouere^  de  confessrun,        3:i 

Qe  ert  couenable  a  chescun. 

H  Le  prologe  i  ad  pus  le  liue?*e  aua?it  ; 

Qe  mwlt  eyde  a  feble  &  uaillarat.  36 

^  E  pur  qui  co?ifessiun  fut  establi 

En  signe  de  humilite  pur  veir  le  di  ;  [us  -i] 

E  come?it  co?zfessiun  1'  alme  viuifie, 

QMS  einz  fu  par  pechie  enmortie  ;          40 

Comewt  descharge  ^wfessiun 

"Par  penance  &  absolucioun. 

^  E  come/it  coni  essiun  quert  grace  a  la  g<  •/,  t 

a  d.  miracles. 

b  mortaus.     De  queus  surdent  tant  <!«•  maus. 
Then  follow  lines  25,  26  ;  the  next  four  run— 
Par  lesqueus  est  gouern^ 
Tute  seint  cristiente, 
Dunt  p^rra  ver  qe  ad  trespassez 
Chescun,  e  amender  scz  pccliez. 
Then  follow  lines  21-4,  and  the  rest  arc  omitted 
up  to  line  49. 


25  )>ei  knowe  wel  ]>at  is  to  wete  D. 

26  &  sen  it  ofte  b.  h.  wrete  D. 

27  jow  I  am  be-hold  D  (part  of  the  leaf  is  torn 
off). 

28  lewede  0,  lewyd  D.    See  1.  113  of  the  French. 


v  in  English,  for  folk  who  like  Ryniest  and  for  my  Sempringham  motet.    3 


On  engly>  to  make  fys  boke. 

For  many  ben1  of  swyrhe  manere, 

.ml  ryinys  \vyl-  bh'fly  here; 
Miys,  &3  festys,  &  at  ft'  air, 
Loue  men  to  lestene  troteuale  :  4 
put  may  falle  ofte  to  vylanye,5 
To  dedly  syimc,  or  of  er  folye  ;  G 
For  swyche  men  liaue  y  made  fi's"  ryme 
)3at  fey8  may  weyl  dyspe?zde  here  tyme, 


44       Qe  la  tenent  lea  u  men  t. 

H  Comewt  le  deable  er/  confuuduj 
Par  cowfessiun  &  ces  u- 


44 


53 


56 


60 


And  J?ere-yn  sum  what  for  to  here, 
To  leue  al  swyche  foul  manere, 
And  for  to  kuwni1'1  knowe  fery;me 
)3at  fey  wene  no  sy?me  be  yum-. 

To  alle  crystyn  men  vndir  suwne, 
And  to  gode  men  of  Brimne, 
And  special!,  alle  be  namr. 
)3e  felaushepe  of  Symprynghame, 

;  r.iu/Mir10  gretef  $ow 
In  al  godenesse11  fat  may  to  prow.1- 

Of  Brunni:waki  •'  :  yn  Kesteuene, 
Syxe  niyle  be-syde14  Syy/'pi  yn-lia??t  euene, 
V  d\v«'ll.-l  '"'  yn  ^L-1"  ju-yorye  65 

Fyftene  $ere  yn  cuwpanye,17 
In  }>e  tyme  of  gode  dane  lone18 
Of  Camelton,  fat  now  ys  gom-  :  68 

In  liys  tyme  was  y  fere  ten  $eres, 
And  kn«-\v«-lj  and  herd  of  hys20  maneres  ; 

i  \\ith  dane21  lone  of  Clyntone, 
Fyue  wyntyi  -'-  wyf  hy///  XJIM  y  \vi»m-  ;     7i' 
Dane  Felyp23  was  mayster  fat  ty 
Jjat  y  began24  fys  englyssh  ryme. 
J)e  jeres25  of  grace  fyl  fan  to  be 


48      U  Come><t  cuwfessiun  a  deu  nus  apese, 

£  nos  almes  met  a  grant  ese.  1  •* 

11  Rien  ne  purnm  partreter, 
Mes  sulemewt  pechiez  cunter. 
Fere  couewdreit  trop  grant  liur« . 
Qwe  dust  trestut*  descriure ; 
E  pur  ceo  lesseb  ieo  de  gre^ 
CunferniL-r  p//r  auctorite 
Les  pechie^  qe  ci  metti 
Car  de  seins  escritc  les  ay;  56 

Pur  ceo,  tut  ert  auctorite, 
Tut  ne  seient  les  seins  non 
IT  Rien  del  mien  n'i  nu  : 
Fors  sicuni  im  apris  le  ay.  60 

Xule  fancin.'  n'i  trouerej, 
Plusd  volunters  le  lise^. 


1  beyn  0,  afrn]  D. 


0,  rymys  w.,l.ly /i 
3  yn  O. 


I).     See  11.  79-80 


VII 

touale  0,  to  telle  trotyualc-  I  >. 

•  velanve  0.        •  A  o)x?r  folyje  D. 

•  pey  0,  oin.  Hail.        »  kun  0. 

w  RoWt  of  hrunne  D,  leaf  1,  back. 

12  be  prow  D. 

"  Brunne  wake  D,  brymwake  HO. 


|>y§  0. 


•  Ko  tuz  cea  choaea  dost  del  tut.         b  roil. 
c  tret.        d  Pur  ceo  pltw. 


M  I'. 


"  fm  D  .llytUO. 

17  compavne  0,  good  cuwjmny 

»  DauVIoh  D.      »  knew  0.     »  hu 

O,  daft  Joh  I  oh  Clattoft  D. 
9  I'hilij.p  D.        *•  be  ganne  0. 


D. 

pm  i' 


4      /  englisht  this  from  a  French  'Manuel  des  Pecches,'  in  the  year  1303. 

A  Jousynd  &  J>re  hundred  &  )>re.  76 

I  n  )>at  tyme  turnede »  y  J>ys       [u»f  i,  col.  s] 
On  englysafc*  tunge  out  of  Irankys, 
Of  a  boke  as  y  fonde  ynne  ;s 
Men  clepyn  )>e  bok»  "  hundlyng4  synwe." 

Ink  hyt  sees,  81 

He  clepyj)  hyt  "manuel  de  pecches."6 

uel '  ys  '  hnndlyng7  wtt/i  honde ; ' 
'  Pecches' 6  ys  '  synne/  y8  vndyrstonde.9  84 
J)ese  twey  wurdys10  )>at  beyn  otwynne,11 
Do12  hem  to  gedyr,  ys  "hnndlyng7  syrcne."  * 
And  weyl  ys  clepyd,  for  J>ys  skyle  ; 13 
And  asy  wote,  $ow  shew14  y  wyle.15       88 

We  handel  synne  euery  day  ; 16 
In  wurde17  and  dede,  al18  we  may,19 
Lytyl  or  mochel,20  synne  we  do, 
£o  fend  and  oure  flesh  tysyn21  vs  J)erto ;  92 
ff6r  )>ys  skyle  hyt  may22  be  seyde 
*  Handlyng7  sy?me'  for  oure  mysbreyde; 
ffor  euery  day  &  euery23  oure 
We  synne  )>at  shal  we  bye  ful24  soure.    96 

AnoJ>er25  handlyng7  \ei'  shuld  be, 
AVvJj  shryfte  of  mouj>e  to  dense  be. 
Handyl  )>y  synne  yn  by  bou^t,20 
Lytyl  &  mochel,  what  \>ou  hast  wroght ; 
Handyl  ^y27  sywne  to  haue  drede ;         101 

ng28  but  i^yn29  ys  )>arfore  mede. 
Handyl  )>y  sywnes,  &  weyl  he??i  gesse, 
How  J>ey  fordo30  al  )>y  godenesse.  104 

Handyl  )>y  sywnes,  8l&  weyl  he?ra  euene,31 
Elles  forbane  )>ey32  j>e  blys38  of  heuene. 


1  tournede  0,  turned  D. 

2  In  to  vnglysch  t.  o.  of  frensch  D. 
8  Out  of ....  tar  inne  D. 

4  callyd  >e  book  handlyng  of  D.        5  of  D. 

•  peccheea  0,  callyd  it .  .  pecches  D. 
7  handlynge  O.        8  to  0. 

•  am  sy/inys  to  vndcrstond  D. 

10  wrdys  0.          "to  ...  arn  a  twynne  D. 

:  >.       »  callyd  .  .  skele  D.      "  shewe  0. 
u  fond  schewyn  I  wele  D.        le  eu«r  dayly  D. 
17  wrde  0.        »  al  )>at  0. 
n  or  dede  wttA  o>cr  foly  D.          »  mechil  D. 


t  Le  Manuel  est  apelo, 

t  Car  en  main  deit  estre  pork'-.  64 

L'aline  aprent  rectifier, 

A  chescufj  deit  estre  le  pltw  chier. 

Des  pechie;  erf  le  surnun, 

Pur  ceo  apeler  le  deuum  68 

*  Le  "  Manuel  des  pechie}," 

Seit  dunk  ensia  baptize;. 

IT  Par  perografs  ert  destinctez, 

Que  mt£  mustrentb  diuers  pechiez.         72 

Pur  ceo  mil  trop  hastiuemewt 

Cest  escrit  ne  lise  nomeine/it ; 

Douc  fei;e  deit  rehercer 

Qe  sa  alme  nod  era  amender,  [if.  na,  c.  3]  76 

La  ou  il  trouera  diue?-s  pechie"} 

Sicu?7i  il  ert  pirographes.d 

IT  Ki  pltts  en  lisant  seit  delitu;, 

Cuwtes  uws  mettru??i  mis  aucuns,e         80 

Sicu??i  les  sein;  nus  unt  cunte, 

Pur  plus  fere  hayr  pechie. 

IT  Des  priuitd;  n'i  trouere;  ren, 

Car  mal  peot  fere,  ou  poi  de  bien  ;        84 

Nepurqwant  mil  deit  lessir 

Des  priuite;  sei  cowfessir ; 

Folie  serreit  pur  hunte  lesser 

ft  issi.         b  dcmustrent.         c  deus. 
d  Si  trouera  vn  perograf  pose. 
0  Cuntes  akuns  i  mettroms. 

21  \>e  flescn  techitli  D.         -'  may  wel  D. 
23  day  .  many  an  D  (rest  of  leaf  torn). 
-4  we  a  beyje  D. 

A  nou)>yr  0,  and  ofte  handlyng  it  D  (part  of 

m-mo\  26    T>r»rrVit/>  O  27    rprr»omlir/»  V>n  T) 


leaf  gone).        '26  J^oghtc  0.         '-'7  rerncmbre  >o  D. 
'  NoWngc  0.      •  <29  peyne  0.        '     fordou?i  0. 
si—si  aiie  weyi  aild  euene  0. 
32  how  >ei  f.  D.         **  blysse  0. 


This  look  is  cald  "  Handlyng  Synne"    It  contains  Tales  and  Alarvtl*.     5 


Handy!  li.-///  at  «.nys  1-11-  /-y«-lione, 

N  '_!.:  one  l>y  liyni  self  alone.  108 

Haiulyl  so  t"  ryse  from  alle, 

)3at  nonr  makr  fe  eft1  falle, 

W/tA  sliryfte  of  inoupe,  &  wyl  of  herte, 

Aii'l  a  party,  w/t//  pcnau/tce  smerte  ;      112 

-  a  skyl-  )?at  liyt  may3  be  tolde 
llandlynij4  syn/<i:  many  a  foil.-."' 

Handlyng4  yn  Bpeche*  y«  M  WBjl  [if.l.c.ij 
As  handlvn^4  yn  dede  Query  deyl.          116 
On  Jjys  manere  liandyl  }>y  dedys, 
And  lestene  and  lenn-  whan  any  lu-//<  "  redys. 
)>m  darst  neuer  recche  when  boil  bygyn//e,* 
For  eue/T-whare  ys  byg}^ny?ig9  of  synue  ; 
whrdyi  •1"  bou  wylt  opon11  be  boke,         121 
J>»u    shall   fvndt'    begywnyttg9  oueral1-  to 

take: 

Oueral  ys  bjgynnyifg,8  oueral13  ys  ende  ; 
Hou  jwt  J>on  wylt  turne14  or  wende,       124 
Many  f>.vngy815  mayst  \io\i  jwyn10  here; 
W/t//  oft17  redyng,18  mayst  J)ou10  lere  ; 
Jjou  m;iy.-t  nat,20  wtt/t  onys  redyng,18 
k  n«  i  we  )?•'  so|>e  of  euery  )>yng.21  128 

Haiulyl,  liyt  ln-li(inej),  oft22  syjn  ~, 
To  many  manor  sy/mes  hyt  wryj)ys.23 

Talys  shalt  fou-4  fynde  |)'ryiin«-, 
And  rliauwcys  |jat  haj)  hapjird  f<.r-"'  syn//c  ; 
M.-nielyp,  some  as  y  fond.-  wrytyn,-"      133 


oft  to  O. 

;   I!  ti,.llyng«. 
in  ni.'iny  fulil  1). 

)•••  bmudlyng  in  spycys  D.        7  «i\vat  I  )>e  D. 
he  Jnir  not  r.-kk.-  \\  her  In-  pynni1  D. 

",  )*r  )>o  iMBBn     i^  D. 


<).   •  (win-re  he  be-gy»nyth    to 

no  0. 
O,  haj>  a  I-  M  I  >. 

11  turn.-  hyt  O,  how  HO  our  re  it  tuin«-  D. 

15  See  1.  73,  et  h,  and  79  for  1.  127 

ish. 

16  )>er  yn  nmy.st  |>ou  O,  ma  :«•  D. 

0.         6  redyngo  0. 
"  in. -i. 
*  noujt  0,  He  may  not  D. 


\^'U' 

T 


Qe  pus  couenge*  a  tu;  mustrer  88 

A  ceol  grant  assembleuiewtb 
.  Quant  iuge  serruwt  riite  g< 

chie^  <je  tnche;//  religiun 
Kntiv  priuite)  cunt 
Pnr  ceo  ne  vril  trauiller 
Ci  lur  pechie)d  cunter; 
Qe  chescu?t  siet  certeinein.  nt 
Qe  a  religius  1110115'  a|K»nt  96 

Euz  co«fessirf  plug  menuement 
Qe  ne  fiwt  la  laye  gent  ; 
Car,  cum  ils  sunt  plu*  pres  de  dee, 
Mels  garder  se  deiuewt  de  p«  100 

1T  Les  clers  (\f  *\\nf  l>i«-n  In 
Seue?it  qt^nt  cheent  en  peche, 
Pur  ceo,  de  eu$  tesrai  de  grec, 


Qe  ue?-s  moi  ne  seiewt  corouce.  104 

Mes,  tant  lur  di  ct'/-t«-ini'in«  D 

Plus  blames  se/Tunt  qe  autreh  gewt, 

Si  il  pechewt  au[si]  souent' 

Cum  fet  celi  qe  rien  n'entent ;  ins 

Car  plus  art  ce?'tesk  a  blamcr 

(t)//'/nt  vn  homo  [<ii]  veil  «-h-i ' 

Chiet  en  vn  ord  foss6, 

Qe  cil  qe  ad  les  oils  crcu. .  1 1  - 

^T  Pur  la  laie  gent  ertm  : 

Deu  !<•  paifarc,  si  li  pleat,         [U*f  H3.col.4J 

coucnt. 

A  eel  tiv  I 

Ov  aaaeifiblcru/it  tnt««  gent. 
l.-a  in.-ttrum.         d  A  tuz  lur  (wchei  ici. 
Coe  ke  a  sa  religion.         f  Bt  te  oofifeneiit. 
tant  cuwi.         h  erent  blame  ke  laic. 
Si  n nl  ile  eus  peche  nuni  nniicNt.      k  fet 
Ki  .!«•  MS  oiz  vait  ben  e  cler 

nt  il  rhrt. 
«-rt  n-*t  i-.M-iil. 


0.        «  >e  oft«  0. 
handle  it  oft«  for  to  wet*  D,  for  many  synaya 

•  bewreto.  D.        »*  achal  he  D. 
«»  haue  happydc  O,  for  )wt  ban  falle 
D.         *  fynde  wreto  1 ' 


6  /  only  put  in,  what  I  found  vyritten.     The  First  Commandment. 


And  ojjer1  )>at  haue  be  seyn2  &  wetyn  ;3 

None  ben  J>are-yn,4  more  ne  lesse, 

But  J>at  y  foiwde  wryte,5  or  had6  wytnesse. 

J};ir»  fore  may  hyt,7  &  gode  skyl8  why,   137 

*  Handlyng9  synne '  be10  clepyd  oponly ; 

For  hyt  touche))  no  priuite, 

But  opyn11  synne  j>«t  called  may  be.     140 

Begyrme  we  )>aw  to  telle  yn  hast,12 
wt't/i  fadyr  and  sone  and  holy  gost,13 
And  yn  wurschyp14  of  oure15  lady, 
And  al16  J>e  halewys  J?at  beyn  hem  by  :  144 
)5ey  jeue17  vs  grace  ry$t18  so  to  deme, 
Vs  to  profyt,19  and  god  to  queme. 


[TJie  First  Commandment.20] 

[Non  habebis  deos  alienos  coram  me.  D.] 

The  tirst  eommaundment*1  ys  of  echone 
*  }3ou  shalt  haue22  no  god  but  one,' 
Ne  but  o23  god  shalt  J>ou  leue,  149 

Ne  on  no  Jjyng  )>at  wyl24  hym  greue. 
Now25  bebenke  j>e  weyl  on  bys, 
3yf  bou  a$en  bys  haue26  do  ou^t  mys.27  152 
The  fyrst  askyng28  ys  yn  oure  boke,  [if.  2] 
1  3yf  bou  euer  god  forsoke ; ' 
Any  tyme,  as  for  nede,29 
Or  for  folye,30  or  for  drede,31  156 

Or  ouber  chauwce  bat  you  weyl  woste,32 
Forsoke  fadyr  and  sone  and  holy  goste.33 

1  ou)>yr  0.  2  seye  0.  3  ban  be  seyn  30  nowi 
wete  D.  4  be  >er  ynne  0,  Now  am  J>mn.  D. 

5  fonde  wrete  0,  >an  I  fond  wreten  D. 

6  badde  0,  &  haue  D. 

7  it  may  D.         8  skyle  0,  skele  qwhy  D. 
9  Handlynge  0,  handlyng  of  D. 

10  be  0,  be  callyd  D,  ys  H  ;  still,  is  is  a  root, 
and  in  the  Northern  dialect  we  find  /  is,  they  is, 
etc.  Phil.  Soc.  Proc.  ii.  150-1.  "  opon  0. 

12  haste  0,  >anne  now  yn  hast  D. 

13  hely  gaste  0. 

14  wrshepe  0,  In  )>e  wurschepe  D.        15  our  0. 

16  alle  0,  alle  seyntis  >at  ben  hir  by  D. 

17  jyue  0.         18  ry>  0,  om.  D. 
19  proffyte  0,  note  D. 


Qe  il  vere  pussent  apertemewt 

Q^^ant  il  trespasser^,  &  qwant  nient.   116 

IT  Si  acun  del  oir  seit  amende^ 

Deu  de  cila  seit  gracic. 

Bor  fut  unq?^  de  mere  ne 

Qe  bien  fut  quite  de  peche  ;  1  20 

Mu?i  nun  ne  vus  voil  ci  nomer, 

Car  deu  sul  qeor  luer.b 

Bien  sai  qe  chescun  receuera 

De  deu  cum  meus  trauaillera  :  124 

Ore  de  par  deu  la  fey  mettuw 

Solum  ceo  qe  p?-omis  auum. 

[In  Wadington's  French,  lines  follow  liere,  on 
five  and  a  quarter  leaves,  containing  the  Twelve 
Articles  of  the  Faith.] 


bcs  bi>  cst 
qe  bom  ne  cgej  fors  mi  bcu.c  M-™\ 

Cliescu?^  ueie  a  comenceme;it, 
Si  encu^tre  ceo  comandeme?it    924 
Bien  ad  fet  folement, 
Si  le  amende  hastiuemewt. 


f  U  Ceo  est  a  sauer,  si  par  folur, 

Ou  par  cas  ded  pour, 
f  Deu  reneiast  a  nul  iur, 


928 


a  Al  rei  de  gloire. 
b  Kar  de  deu  soul  quer  auer  loner. 
c  Le  primer  comandmewt — ke  vus  ne   aourez 
pas  aliens  deus.  (If.  11,  bk.)     d  Ov  }>ar  cas  ov  par. 

20  Amen  //  Primiu/i  inandatuw  D. 

21  coinaundemewt  0,  ferste  comaimdement  of 
euerychon  D.         ~  houyn  D. 

23  on  .o.  0,  And  in  oo  g.  >ou  schal  D. 

24  J'yngtf  I'at  wyle  0,  to  don  no  )>ing  Jjat  schal  D. 
215  loke  >ou  D.         26  hast  0. 

27  do  owht  a-jens  hym  a  mys  D. 

28  askynge  0,  ferste  askyng  D,  D  om.  ys. 

29  ony  t .  .  drede  D.         :io  foly  OD. 

31  nede  D.        :<2  wost  0.        33  gost  0. 


God  is  so  ni>  >r(/W.  H>  will  forgive  any  Sin.     The  Tale  of  the  Tempted  Monk.    7 

For  Jjys  ys  OIK  }•••                   mie  t  Qe  est  de  tuj  pechiej  greignu/-. 
uy  man  may  fallyn-  vim--.                160 

>u  haue  sy/med3  )>us  gretly,  t  Si  tant  aue$  trespascq, 

sory  herte  )>ou  aske4  mercy.  t  Merci  de  fin  qeor  priej. 

For  god  ys  ful  euer5  of  pyte,  t  Plein  e.»7  dt-u  de  pitej  ; 

Hy-  :     :  y  vs  euer  redy  to  )>e.                164  Desesperer  ne  VMS  deue$  ; 

Drede  )>e  nognt; 6  $yf  J>ou  wylt  craue,  t  Merci  vncore  purrej  trou 

H.-  moch<-l~  mercy  shalt  )>ou  haue.  t  Si  v«*  le  uole$  deraand'-r.                     936 
And  )>at  may  wel8  [i-]preuyd  be 

^  '  a  tale  of  auctoryte.  168 

jje  tale  ys  wrytyn,  al  and  sum,  t  1T  Car  en  vn  liure  ai  troue, 

In  a  boke  of10  *  Vitas  Patrum  : '-  t  Qe  *  Vitas  Patrww '  est  apele, 

.  Pal.  p.  579  ;  Libra  de  los  Exemplos,  no.  35  (Spanish  MS.) ;  Gaslon  Paris,  in  J7wf,  LUt>  <U 

la  France y  xxviii.  193.] 

A  Tale                 [The  Talc  of  the  Tempt*,/  .}/.,,tk.'] 

Hyt  was  onys  a  muwke,11  and  had  a  celle  f  Qe  vn  moygne  iadis  esteit 

In  a  \\ yldcrnes,1-  for  to  .hvdle;              172  f  Qe  en  vne  wastine  maneit;*                940 

•  >f  relygyouM 

Had  a14  gretc15  temptacyou/i ;  f  De  sa  char  fu  moltb  tern] 
!!••  was  so  temptyd1"  with  lecherye, 

1 1    ;«:de  fro  hys  celle  to  seke  folye ;       176  f  Pur  ceoc  de  sa  celle  s'en  est  &\&, 
He  dede  hym  sone  to  a  cyte,17 

In-to  egypte,  )>at  yche  cu/itre.18  t  La  tere  de  egypte  fu  •                i«rf  nt.coLtj 

is  he  cam19  yn  a  strete,  t  Ou  il,  en  une  reue  do                           944 

w/tA  a  \vowmaii  lie  gan  mete;                 180  f  Vne  femmcd  reganla, 
Hys  flesshe  on'-0  here  was  so  abeytt  <1,  ' 

|3.it  Jjyk'--1-  wo///inan'2:!  he  rou.'-ytyd.-4  f  E  foleme7tt  la  coueita. 

To  here  fadyr  swyfi-  h«-  ^ede,  t  Al  piere  la*  feme  a'en  e#t 

And  asked  here  to  haue25  yn  dede.         184  f  Sa  fille  li  nd  demand^.                         048 

Here  fadyr  was  prest  of  sarysym  f  Prestre  fu  de  paenet^, 

In  inau///iin'try'-'7  In-  l»-ucd  yn:  Le  pere  de  la  femmo  couei; 

$<•  i-i-'st  s.-yd  ]>>•  muwke29  vn-to,  *  E  il  re«pU7id  "«i»  a  mil  la  don 

1  U  >e  moste  D,  most  \\".  •  Ki  loinz  en  vuc  gwteine  menoit        b  mut. 

J  ony  .  .  .  fall.-  D.        *  synnyd  0.  «  Dunt        d  1 

4  drery  herte  aake  D.        5  «  u«r.  ful  OD.  '  Le  pere  a  eel  k'il  ad  drv. 

«  noun  0.         '  Kii-t  I).         •  weyl. 

•  be  D.      10  callyd  D.       »  in <;                  k  I).  »•  com  0,  cam  iu  to  1>. 

12  wyldyrne«e  0,  wildernesse  .  bere  D.  n  abeytyd  OD.        »  H»  O. 

»  bat  woman  won  D.        *  oowytyd  OD. 

15  gret  0.  »  hyw  hir  to  ban  D.        «  tartyw  D. 

'•  t.                                        "cyte«O.  »  maumctrye  OD.          *  1,  „,,!  vnn-  < ».       . 

«  cuntree  0,  ilke  cmitre  D.  he  D  (am.  ynne).         »  munk  0,  bnt  monk  D 


8        The  Monk  forsook  Ci  '//,  out  of  Lust  for  a  Heathen  }\'< 


As  my  god1  wyl,2  I  do.  188 

She  shal  nogfct8  to  any  be  sette4  * 
WtVioutyn  leue  of  my  maumette.  § 
The  miiNkr'  seyd  he  graiwted  weyl  [if.2,c.z] 
Aftyr  hys  maumette  to6  do  euery  deyl.  192 

J)e  sarysyne  to  hys  god"  ;rde. 
And  askede  cuwseyl  of  swyrhe  a  dede, 
}yf  he  were  of  )>e  muwki;s  paydf, 
Or,  )>e  $yfte  shulde  be  delay  de.'  '•'  196 

Jjan  answered  hys  termagaunt,10 

-  3yiK-  hyni  f)y  doghtyr11  on  )>ys  cuwnaiwt,12 
Jjat  he  forsake,  &  quyte  cleiu-,1 ' 

God  of  heuene  and  hys  bapteme,  200 

And  alle14  )>e  godenesse  of  hys  miutkhede ; 
|>e8e  )>re  forsake,  mote15  he  nede ; 
And  3yf  he  forsake  hem  apertly,10 
3yue  hywi  J>y  dou^tyr  hardely."17  204 

Jjys  prest  come18  to  j?e19  mu?ike,  &  tolde 
what'20  he  seyd,  and  what21  he  wolde; 

*  And  $yf  he  wolde  forsake  j)ese22  fre, 
Hys  dougtyr  shulde  hys  owne  be.' 23       208 

She  was  so  moche  yn  hys  j?oglit ; 24 
Had  he  here,25  he  rouble  of  nogfite.26 
Alas ! 27  Ihe^us  he  forsoke, 
And  J>e  crystyndom  )?at  he  toke,  212 

And  )>e  state  of  relygyouw, 
And  chese28  hys  DampnacyuTz.29 

Certys  he  dede  grete30  outrage, 
To  make  )>e  deuyl  so  moche  omage.31     216 


§  Si  sun  deu  ne  11  cunseileit,  952 

E  il  de  mariage  fu  i-.-n'-, 
Mwlt  harreit,  dist,11  estre  blanu'-." 

t  Le  fol  moygne  le  gmntast 

t  Qe  il  sun  deable  cunsilaust.  '.'">'> 

t  H  Le  prestre  meintenant  a  la,1' 

t  E  sun  dl:u  demandu, 

t  "  Si  il  serreit  bie?i  pae 

t  Qe  sa  file  al  moigne  fu  dune."  960 

t  1T  Le  deable  respu?Kl  meintenant, 

t  "  Ct>e  il  li  donast  a  tiel  couenant ; 

t  Si  deu  de  ciel  reniast, 

t  E  sun  baptesme  refusast,  964 

t  E  purpos  de  moygne  enserne//t ; 
cEnquere3,  dit,  outrement 

t  Ci  ces  treis  refuse  ape?'tement, 

t  Donez  li  nie.nt  autrement." c  968 

f  H  Qwaut  le  prestre  al  moygne  ad  dit(l 

t  Qe  sun  deable  lie  respundit, 


f  Tant  ad  la  femme  coueite 

[S'il  1'aueit,  de  nent  auroit  pense,]      972 
f  Qe,  alias,  deu  ad  reneic', 
f  E  sun  baptesme  ref  uso, 
f  E  purpos  de  moygnage ; 

t  Certes  il  fist  trop  grant  outrage.         976 


'*  wyle  0,  w/t/tout  my  goddur  wil  I  not  D. 
:t  noiijt  0.         4  to  no  man  ben  sett  D. 

5  munk  0,  monk  seide  I  graunt  wel  D. 

6  I  grawjt  wel,  niter  ]>i  maniett  1). 

7  god  0,  )>at  s.  .  .  D. 

8  mnnk  D,  monk  0,  \>at  monk  apayjed  D. 

9  delayed  D. 

10  teruagaunt  0,  Jwit  tcrmagnnnt  D. 

11  doujtyr  0,  doutter  D.     r-  vp  J>is  comenaunt  D. 

13  quyt  cleynie  O  (quit  claim,  ffive  up),  clenc 
H,  he  must  forsake  qwyjt  &  clene  D. 

14  al  OD.        15  must«  D.        "  apertely  0. 

17  ffarl.  hardly,  0  hardely,  D  hardily. 

18  com  0.        «  |>y8  0,  cam  to  Jn's  D. 


a  Kar  de  ly  ne  vout. 
b          s'en  est  al^. 

Si  ad  sun  deu  duceme?it  demand^. 
c— c  Donez  ly  ta  fille,  autrement  nent. 
d  disoit.         e  Coe  kc  son  d.  a  sey. 


'*>  how  D.         21  how  0,  qwat  D. 

22  3if  he  forsake  pese  alle  D. 

23  lete  pi  dou3tter  his  wyf  be  D. 

24  poujt  0,  meche  in  his  foul  ]x>ught  D. 

28  Hadde  he  hir  D.        M  noujt  0. 

27  Alias  0,  Alias  \>er  D.         »  ches  per  D. 

29  damnacyuu  0,  dampnacyoiw  D. 

30  a  gret  I).         :tl  suych  semage  D. 


The  M  'is  his  God  is  8O  forgiving. 


D 


whan  lit-  lia«l  i^raii/fti-de  al  hys1  folye, 
Out  of  hys  mou])c  he  say2  flye3     * 
A  do  win.-  vn-t«i4  J?e  fyrniaiuewt ;     4. 

holy  gost  Jmn  from  liv///'1  went.          220 
);••  -  irysyne  w.-nte  to  hys  manmet, 
An-l  t"Me  liy///  ln»\v  ]>e  inuwkf'"1  had7  liet : 
"peso"  fnv  J'yn.u'-^"  In1  wyl''  forsake; 

1  y,  }}\,,(  my  doujtyr10  take1?  ||          L'lM 

i  me  )>eu  certeyn  of  all 
winder  y  shal,  or  y  ne  shalle."  13 
)3e  niaunift14  answeryd  hastvlv, 
••  \  warne  J»e  for  enchesoiiM15  why  ;       228 
lit-  forsake  hys  god  for  euere,  [u.2,c.3]  § 
Hys  god  forsake))10  hyw  neuere,   I 
For  lie  ys  eu«?>-  ful  of  pyte ; 
MI-M  rli-pyn  hym  ,L,rod  of  cristianite  ; 1T    232 
F"i-  ;yl'  IP-  wyl1*  hym  mercy  craue, 
KVdyly  mcn-y  shal  he  haue ; 
^Jjouje20  he  to-day  fro  hys  god  weyue, 
To-nmrwe-1  hys  god  wyl--  \\ytn  receyue.19 
Jjarf«»r,-::  y  f.irb.-d.-  j?c  w.-yl,  237 

-'  tl«-l«:  \\iili  hym  neuer  a  deyl." 
)3e  pn-st  vnto  J-«-  mu//ki:-"'  went-'" 
And  seyd,  "y  liaue27  comman//<i 
J3.it  y  ne  shal  deli:-"  w/tA  }>e,  241 

.  r  ^y  \vyfe  to  be  ; 
;  J>y  god  ys  of  s\vyi.-li   '  mancre, 
JX)gh  )>ou  forsake  hyw  ryght  nowal  here, 

Om»  -  luayst  )>..ii  0001s1  a;.-yn.:;j      _  1  ."> 

1  h.-uM.-  ^i-fiuntyd«  0,  qwen  he  had  graui/tyil 

-  Mffh«0. 
3  mou\>  fcr  Hey  a  fly;e  D.        4  dowe  in  to  D. 

•"  fro  hym  )*n  O,  )x)  fn>  hym  D. 
'  miUW  l>,  inrtiik  <  ),  )"/t  nmiik 

*  JxweO. 
•  wyle  O,  ha>  I).        10  doKh«tyr  0,  doii)tter  D. 

11  shal  OI),  schal  I  ;-n>  •  1  ii  .  »i   I  not  schal  D. 

I  wanie  J»ee  .  &  a  cauao  qwhy  D. 
16  wyl  forsaken  D.         "  «•:•  istiente  D. 

O.  wil  I). 
"  f»o\vli  In-  IMS  .lay  his  god  formke, 

•iwyn  h-  wil  .i-^.-n  liym  t.ike  D. 
"  |»ogh<jO,  |H>wh  D  ueO. 


t  Qw«nt  cos  treis  choses  out  groi: 

Alias,  le  oure  qe  il  fu  n^e ! 
*  Vne  colu?nbe  de  sa  bonche  uist  uoler, 
i  K  liautemewt  le  ciel  entrer.  980 

t  Le  prestre  a  sun  deu  e*/  return  r, 
t  Si  luya  ad  trestut  cunt^,       [U»fii»,coi.s] 
t  '  Les  treis  choses  c\e  ilb  charga, 

Lo  moygne  vtreme?it  gninta.'  984 

t  "  Pur  ceo,  dito.s  nn.i  aj 
||  Si  ma  file  li  doygne,  on  nient."  d 
t  K  le  deable  respundi1' 
t  *  Qe  ceo  sust  il  bien  defi  ; f  988 

|  Qe  sun  deu  nel  out  ret 
§  Tut  li  ust  il  reneie*;' 
t  a  Car  plein  est,"  dit  il,h  "d«-  } 
t  Qe  deus  est  de1  crestienet^ ;  992 


t  Pur  ceo,  gardf}  •!''  n<>  li 

Kre  til.-,  si  me  cree^."k 
t  IT  Le  prestre  al  moyvrne  ex/  rdi 
t  Si  li  ad  I'ini  inn:  996 

*  *Qe  sun  .Iru  !.•  «li'f«-ndi 
t  Qe  sa  file  ne  donast  a  ly  ; ' 

"  Si  nif  .lit,  pur  i;< 

Qe  deu  ne  v//s  a«l  ivf 
t  Car  tut  le  ei. •;  \ 


Si  1m  tf  K-a.  .  il  ly  di  • 

ta  TOMBtt  [If.  12).         tl  filli-  t*rt  a  ly 

11  iiii-ifiti-n.iNt. 
seut  il  vi.iiin.  nt 

K<  tut  .-ust  !«•  m«.yn  mm  deu  renei^ 
II  n.-l  ad  ]MU  vncore  refuw-. 
ettceluv  '  d.'  In 

i<l  H  ceii  .iy.  reftMM. 

*  wyle  0.       *  twrfore  0.        M  Ne,  am.  D. 

*  muitk  0,  )«t  monk  I  - 

*  he  had.:  *  comaundom.  ; 

i  w  iweche  0,  Jwt  1  > 

tj.uwO.        "morueO. 
Xl  )i>u  inayst  soone  afUr  rotnyn  D. 
• 
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The  Monk  is  shriven  of  his  Sin,  and  prays  to  God. 


And  make  wit/j  \\yrn  acorde  certeyn ; l 

pogfi  JK>U  haue  do2  neue/*3  so  vile 

3yt  wyl4  lie  graiwte  )>e5  hys  gocle  wylle. 

_rod  me  bad  on  nun, "  wyse  249 

To  dele  wi't/i  )>e,7  in-  none  of  hyse." 

]>e  miwke8rependyd  hyw  J>ar*,  and0  )>ogllt, 
"Alas!"  he  seyd,  "what10  have  y  wroght 
J)at  y  shulde  euer11  hyw  forsake  253 

Jfet  ys  so  redy  me  efte 12  to  take. 
py  mercy,  god,  ys  mochyl18  to  telle ; 
when14  y  see  a  maumet  of  helle  256 

)>at  neuer15  $yt  loued  )>e, 
He  speky])  of  J>y  mochyl16  pyte. 
Se)>yn  )>ou  art17  so  mylde  and  meke 
Jjy  mochyl18  mercy  wyl19  y  seke;          260 
Here  y  forsake  )>at  y  toke, 
To  hywi  y  me  betake20  fat  y  forsoke." 

Se|>yn21  lie  $ede  to  an  ermyte,22  *      263 
And  shrofe  hym  of  hys  syn;ze23  astyte ; 
And  tolde  hywi  J)at  lie  had  y-doiw,24  § 
Forsaken  god  and  hys  relygyouw.25  || 
)>ys  forsayde  ermyte  ful26  sory  was    [if.2,c.4] 
)>at  he  had27  do  so  grete  trespas ;  268 

NoJ>eles,  he  bad  hym  dwelle28 
)5re  wokys29  wtt/t  hym  yn  his30  celle; 
For  hys  synrce  he  shulde  )>an81  faste, 
And  yn  preyers  wel32  to  laste.33  272 

J>ys  yche  muwke34  J?at  was  so  madde, 
Dyde  ryght35  as  Jje36  ermyte  badde. 
)>ey  preyden37  bojje  J>at  seueny^t 


t  ViKjure  v//x  aide  sache^  defi." 


*  *I  A  tant  en  sei  est  retunif, 
Le  moygne  si  e#t  p?«*pens^ 
Qe  mwlt  out  fet  grant  outrage 
E  outre  mesure  su?t  damage, 

t  Qwant  deu,  qe  plein  est  de  piti', 
Si  folement  out 


1004 


1008 


*  Pur  ceo,  a  un  seiwt  homea  est  alo> 
§  Si  li  ad  trestutb  cunte, 

Qe  per  tewptacion  del  maufu 
||  Sun  deu  aueitc  reneic.  1012 

Trestut  le  cunte  li  cunta 

Sicuw  il  le  recorda. 
t  U  Le  sei/it  home  molt  se  doilla,d 

t  Nepurqwrtiit  lee  comanda  1016 

t  Qe  ouek  li  demorast, 

t  E  qe  treis  symeines  iunast, 

t  E  deu  de  ciel  od  li  priaust. 
Qe  sun  peche  li  perdonast.       [leaf  no,  coi.  4] 
Le  cheitiff  de  iuner  ad  comence^       1021 
E  esperance  outf  de  la  pitee  dec  : 

t  E  le  prodom  ad  pur  li  prie, 


aconk  \vyj>  hym  certeync  0,  k  haue  forjeue- 
le  of  al  certeyn  D.        *  doun  0. 

3  neuer  0.        4  wylle  0. 

*  aske  mercy  .  &  }wu  schalt  han  D.         6  no  D. 
7  hym  D.        8  munk  0,  |mt  monk  D. 
9  repentyd  hy//i  in  >at  D.         10  qwat  D. 
11  euer  0,  hym  euere  D.        12  eucre  me  D. 
13  his  mercy  is  mechil  D. 

4  Whan  O,  qwaw  D.         «  neucr  0. 

M  gret  D  (om.  he).         17  and  si»in  he  is  D. 
..echil  D.         »  wyle  0,  wil  1  now  D. 
30  take  OD.        a  Se^yn  0,  Si»in  D. 
22  heremyte  D.        'a  aile  his  synnys  D. 


a  .i.  prodom  s'en.         b  de  chef  en  chef. 

c  creatur  out.         d  de  ceo  se  doleit. 

*  clieitiftmA  out  B  (If.  12,  col.  2),  om.  A. 


luy. 


24  how  )>at  he  hadde  dou?i  0,  how  he  had  don  D. 

25  cristendom  D.         '•*  fe  liennyte  ]>crfore  D. 
-7  hadde  0,  had  don  D. 

28  to  dwelle  0,  dwelle  D. 

a'  f>o  ]>TG  woukys  0,  J>re  wykis  D. 

30  his  D,  om.  HO.         31  li«-  shulde  D. 

32  weyl  0,  \vith  wil  D.         3S  laste  OD,  last  H. 

34  ramik  0,  ilke  mong  D.        35  ry>  0. 

'M  |>ys  0.     w  preyjeden  D,  preyd  H,  preyde  0. 


The  Repent n at  Monk  and  his  Confessor  pray  for  a 


11 


_od,  for  hys  mocliel1  myjt,  276 

)>at  h«-  wulde  liaue  of  hym-  mercy; 
I  }>ey  bojje3  specyaly. 

A    f-e  fyrste4  seueny^t  ende, 

ermyte  seyd,5  "  brojvr  lu-nd'-,  280 

Hast  )>ou  any0  grace  see 
Yn  fv  1'ivyers  as  jjou  hast  be7?" 
u  $e,"8  he  seyde,  "y  sagh"  a  syght 
Yn  fe9  lykenes  of  a  dowues10  flygfct,11  284 
Aboue  me1-  yn  )>e  firmament, 
Of  J?at  dowue  )>at  fro  me  went." 
fe  ermyte  Jjoght  )>an  astyte13 
jpat  hyt  \va>  J>e  same  spyryte  288 

;  nt  from14  hym  whew1-"'  he  began 

God  forsake16  for  )>at  wowman.  * 

To  gret  penaunce  eft1T  he  hym  toke 
For  hys  cristyndom  fat18  he  forsoke  ;    292 
3yt  a  woke19  lie  badde  hym  faste 
For  his  flessh"  )>at  hym  downe20  caste, 
jrat  no  more  Jmrghe21  lecherye 
}[•    f.>rd"-"-  hys  grace  so  gretly.  296 

}5ys  ermyte  preyed23  nygtit  and  day 
J>at  hys  pmauMce  were  take  to24  pay. 
whan  j?ey  had--"1  pr«-yd«;  day  &  nyght 
Alle  J>at  woke19  yn  goddys  syght,          300 
))ys  ermyte  seyd,26  "  benedicite  ; 
Broker,"  he  seyd,20  "  how  J>enkoJ)27  ))e?" 
vl,"  he  seyd,-"  *•  J>K  ;vs  grace, 

lowue  lia}^  l"'-'s  byfore  my  face,        .'J04 
And,  a  \\livl.',  styllr  l.y'-"9  nio,  stode  ; 
J)e  syght  J>ere-«'f  dydr  : 


t  Qe  deu  li  perdonast  sun  pech^.          1024 

t  Aj»/y>s  la  premere  symaine,  demanda 
T  Al  cheitif  comerit  li  sembla  ; 


t  E  ila  al  seint  home  diseit, 
t  Qe  haut  vne  columbe  uoler  ueeit, 
Endreit  de  sa  teste  uist  itant.1' 


102S 


t  Le  sei«t  home  entrwdi  nu-intena/it, 

t  Qe  ceo  fu  le  seint  espirit 

t  Qe  de  sa  buche  eel  oure  issist,  1032 

t  Qwant  deu  de  ciel  reneia 

*  Pur  la  fewime  qe  il  coueita.c 

H  Pur  ceo,  vn  autre  symaine  li  ad  en  clos 
t  Qed  de  moygnage  refusa  purpos,  1036 
t  Comanda  qe  vnqore  iunast, 

E  de  fin  qeore  deu  priast. 


t  Le  seint  home  ad  ausi  d«  u 
Qe  eel  alme  li  fut  grant. . 


1040 


I).         -  on  hv//j  haue  D. 

•  d  bey  boJxMi  I>. 
4  fyrst*  0,  fyi-Ht  H,  ferate  sueny^ttw  end.  D. 

uvte  seyde  D.        •  bou  ony  goo<l  1  >. 
T  now  hast  ben  D.         *  Jx>  1  » 
9  4  be  '  om.  OD.         10  dowuys  O. 

,wliyUD. 

no  O,  Aboue  D.      u  bowht  as  tyjt  D. 
14  wente  fro  CD.         la  wan  O,  .|\van  D. 

16  forsake  god  D. 

17  to  gret  tMMiaunce  D,  To  penaunce  eft  HO. 

18  crystenuome  bat  O,  cristendom  D. 


t  11  Apres  la  symeine  e*/  return.'-. 

T  Si  ad  le  cheitif  demand- 

t  De  sun  estat  la  U<M 

t  E  le  moyne  li  ad  cunte,  1 "  I  1 

Qe  outre  sa  teste,  amuwt  en  1'eyr, 
t  Vne  columbe f  en  pes  ester. 


»  E  le  cheitif.        b  le  vit  roant 

•  k'il  t./nt  dcninu  .1  ki 

•  i:  .lucemcntou  ly.         f  Vist  .i.  colum 


>•  wouke  O,  bat  wyke  D.        »  down  0. 

•'     ||..   1M.IM    |M,IU     ! 

vdeO,  prey.l  U. 

«  wer.  to  bin  D.    *  hVdde  oj  OM  bei  had  D. 
»  be  .  .  ieyde  D.        »  bynke  0. 
»WMhewD.        »  a  whyle  be  for  D. 


1-  After  a  second  wed-,  the  Monk  is  forgiven:   so  pitiful  is  God. 


"Jjatysweyl.  wyf1  ^.iddys  wylle, 

10  ;yt  WK/<  me-  a  woke3  etylle,      308 
And  be4  yn  )>yn  nfflycryou//s, 
Vn  iastyiiLj    :iiul  yn°  orysoun-  : 
And  y.  shal  prey7  also  w/t/<  b»> 
J»t  god  bo)*  hi-ri:  im-  and  be."8  312 

Stedfastlych9  )>ey  i»ivy.l  a-none10 
Tyl  bat  woke11  were  alle  gone.1- 
At  bt>  woke11  rn«l<-,  spake  be  eriuyti-1  ; 
And  asked  be  mu//ke  of  be14  spyryte.     316 
\)e  munke  seyde,  "y  haue  hyt  seyn, 
And  on  my*5  hede  syttyn16  and  beyn; 
y  sagfi  hyt17  so  in  vide  and  spake,  319 

J)at  w/th  my18  hande  y  myglit  hyt  take ; 
Me  boght  hyt  was  bat  fro  me  steye, 
Ajeyn  yn-to  my  moufe19  hyt  fleye." 
be  ermyte  Ranked  god  almyght20 
pat  jafe  hym  grace  to  see  bat  sy$t.21       324 
"Now  art  bou  clene,"  he  seyde,  "of22  synwe, 
)>e  holy  goste23  ys  be  wet7/yniie  : 
kepe  \>e  now  fro  swych  a  kas, 
A^en  god  no  more  to24  trespas."  328 

By25  fys  ensample  may  ^e  see 
))at  god  ys  euer  ful  of  pyte  ;  * 
J^ogli28  a  man  liym  onys  forsake,  § 
Eft  wyl27  god  ajen28  bjm  take  .J.  332 

3yf  he  wtt/<  lierte  wyl27  mercy  crye 
And  do  penauwce  for  hys  foh 
Blessed  be  he  among30  vs  here, 
pat  lie  louep  vs  alle  so  dere.   J  336 

1  Jx>rw  D.        2  be-leve  [stay]  jit  D. 

3  wouke  O,  wowke  D.        4  Be  o  wyke  D. 

4  fo8tyng«.         •  o|^/'  D. 
7  i.n-ytt  0,  pr<ryje  1). 

H  here  bo^e  J>e  and  me.  0,  boj»c  here  .  .  .  D. 
f  Stedfastlyche  0,  stedefastly  I). 
lf  al  oon  D.        "  wouke  0,  ]xit  wyke  D. 

12  al  agone  0,  wyke  was  al  goon  D. 

13  Jxit  hennyte  1).        u  \>at  D. 

u  OD.        lfi  setyn  O,  sotyn  D. 
17  I  say  it  to  me  D.        J8  myn  OD. 
19  moil  1»  O,  in-to  my  mou)>  wol  euene  D. 
w  of  myjt  D.        «  syght  0,  sen  \>&t  syjt  D. 
22  cleneofal  >i  D.        »  gost  O. 


t  Le  seiwt  home  fu  m//lt  cunforte  ; 

t  Pur  ceo,  al  Moygne  ad  coma?zde, 

Qe  ceole  symeine  neisa  iunast, 

E  deu  douceme^t  «>d  li  priast : 


1048 


Kn  clos  Tad  p«sb  est  &tt, 

Si  prie  deu  pur  sun  peche.  1052 

t  Apres  la  symeine  return  a, 
t  E  nl  Moygne  demanda, 

*  Qe  cele  symeine  veil  aueit.' 

Meintenant  li  respundeit,  1056 

t  '  Qe  la  colu?>tbe  sur  sa  teste  seeit, 

t  De  la  main  prendre  la  poeit  ;  c     [leaf  120] 

Mes  la  coluwbe  sed  est  leue, 
t  E  en  sa  buche  este  entre.'  1060 

t  Le  seint  home  ad  deu  gmciu  ;  f 

Pus  al  moygne  ad  nuncie, 
t  '  Qe  sun  peche  li  fut  perdone  ; 

Ceo  sout  il  de  verite.'  1064 

t  "  Desore,"  dist  il«  "  urn  garde$ 

Qe  VMS  deuh  ne  trespasser" 

"  Ne  ieo,"  dist  le  moygne,  "  ne  frai, 

Car  tutdis  ou  v?/,>?  denmrrai,1  1068 

Qe  nie  aue^  deliuere 

De  mun  treshorrible  peche." 

U  Par  tant  vits  ad  deu  mustre 
*  Qe  plein  estk  de  grace  &  de  pitee  ;    1072 

Ne  eie$  fet  ia  si  grant  peche, 
§  Neis1  si  deu  eiez  reneie, 
|  Si  merci™  de  fin  qeor  prie$, 

E  ben  ap?-es  vus  amende},"  1076 

E  de  vos  pechez  vus  repentez. 


a  apres.        b  ly  ati  si  s'en  (if.  12,  back). 

c  Eil  de  se  main  .  .  le  volait.         d  s'en. 

e  apres.  f  regracii'. 

8  Desoremes  .  .  ben.        h  vers  deu  mes. 

1  tuz  iurs  one  vies  rema?idray.  tut  dis  od  u?/.,s- 
me  tendrai,  Arundel  MS. 

k  K'il  est  plein.         ]  E  vncore.         ln  Deus. 

n  E  .  .  .  amendez  A,  om.  B.  E  .  .  .  repentez 
B,  om.  A. 

24  a-jens  god  do  no  D.        >23  Be  OD. 

-'•'  3if  D.         -7  wyle  0,  jif  he  lowly  D. 

<JH  a-Jen  be  wil  D.         ^  cryje  .  .  .  folyje  D. 

'M  amongc  0. 


Never  try  to  raise  the  Demi,  or  tise  Witchcraft  or  Divination.          13 


Go  we  now  fyrjjer1  on  oure  pas 
Ami  U-lk:2  more  of  oure  trespas. 


[On 

>\  i  )>ou  euer3  fmrgii  folye 

i  U 4  do  nygr<5mauncy.  340 

Or  to  )>e  deuyl  dedyst     sa.-ryfyse 
J3ururh  wvchcraftys6  asyse, 
Or  any  man  }af~  }>e  med'-          [leafs,  col. 2] 
For  to  reyse8  )>e  deuyl  yn  dede,  344 

F«-r  to  telle,  or  for  to  wrey,9 
Jjyng  J>at  J>e10  was  don  awey  ;  n 
3yf  )>ou  haue  do  any12  of  J>ys, 
J3«»u  hast  synwed  &  do18  a-mys,  348 

And14  )>ou  art  wurfy15  to  be  shent 
'i  fys  yche16  commanndementb 

you  yn  swerd,  o)>er17  yn  bacyn, 
Any  chylde  madyst18  loke  Jvryn,  352 

( )r  yn  fumbe,19  or  yn  cristal, — 

ft20  men  clepyn21  hyt  al :  — 
ue  noujt23  yn  )>e  pyys  chcteryug ;  24 
vs  no  trou)>e,  but  fals  beleuyng.25  356 

heleuyn26  yn  )>e  pye  :  * 
whan  she  corny)?'-'7  lowe  or  hye 
_,-s  and  haj)  no  reste, 
fan  s,.y-Kj  Jj«-y  we  shul  haue  ^>skv;"  §    Mi} 

•  ]i  tn.wyn  '.n31  here  wylys, 
And  many  tynu-s  Jv  py  lu-m  gylys.32 


fur)»cr  0,  forth  .1  lit il  jaas  D. 
telle  we  D.         s  euer- 
(>,  dedyst  ony  n.  D. 
le  D. 

•  as  >e  on-wysc  D. 
JafeO,  Jaf  D.         *  **J*J*  I' 

I '          l8  |«t  IKJ  0,  |»at  1II». 
11  a  wevje  1  > 

iiast  bpn  synnyd  &  don  D. 

rj'V  O.  \vuil-i  D. 
'«  for  1  OD. 

'•  t.milie  D. 

<JO  .  .  .  t  n  callyn  D. 

*  al  OD,  alle  H.         '*  no^lit  0,  trow.: 

M^'  D. 


Qe  tut  v«x  ert*  pardone^  ; 
Viw  seiez,b  sir<-,  n-.^raciej 
f  Qe  si  chieremewt  ntw  m.  1080 

and  />'••  ''/yw.J 

t  1T  Si  uutt  unq?^s  par  folye 

t  Entremeissej  de  nigreraancie, 

t  Ou  feites  al  deable  sacritise, 

t  Ou  enchantemeMt  par  fol  aprise ;      1084 

Ou,  a  gent  de  tiel  mester 

Ken  donastes  p?ir  lur  ii 

Ou  pur  demander  la  ^ 

De  chose  qe  v*#  fut  a  dire, —  1  <  »SS 

Fet  aue$  apertemewt 

Encuretre  ceo  command* -m- 

Ceo  est  grant  niescrununo 

Duter  de  ceo,  ne  deue^  niii-.1'  1092 

IT  Si  le  sauter  feites  unqucs  turner, 
t  En  espee  ou  hacin  ^ardi-r, 

Si  en  cele  chose  crusse^ 

Ceo  serreit  folie  prouej.  1096 

As  oysails  &  ae  lur  chant,       [if.  iso.coi.i] 

Creie//t  les  vns, — qe  ex/  folie  grant ; 
*  Si  il  oient  la  pie  iangler, 
£  nuidi-//t  saii3  dutef  noueles  auer;      1100 

E  pur  vne  fey^e  esternuer 

Tantosi  •  \u /«U-nt  mal  trouer* 

Si  n<  shell  ne  die$  apres, 

<f  f"lir  vV  ianglois.  1104 

A  t  ids  choscs  fey  doner, 

Nc  pur;  v//x  sans  peril. T. 

Les  ]x>ins  de  la  fei  V/M  dis  auant ;     1 1  <  '7 

Tiels  choses  ne  trr>uastes  poi  nc  _/  ^ni. 

a  tut  ne  vi«  seit          b  A  TIM  seit 

screauct,  Sauer  le  poex  amiu  dotanoe. 

d  creusez.        •  a  B,  om.  A 

:.-nU        •  auer. 


»  .  .  .  UK'  0,  It  ne  in  but  fab  It  Iwyng  D. 

*  trowyn 

w  com)-  II.  .-..my^  0,  quan  he  chatrryth  lowhc 
or  hyle  D. 

*  Cheteryng*  O,  |wt  cryjith  fute  D. 

*  seye  O,  s  *•  ban  a  gwt  D. 

'ii  0,  of  D. 

*  many  on  |w  py|e  be*gy)y>  D. 


14 


Don't  believe  in  Hanselling  or  in  Dreams,  which  are  Vanity. 


Also  ys  metyng1  on  JHJ  mon 
when8  )>ou  shall  go  to  bye4  or  to5  borwe ;« 
$yf  J>an  >y  erende7  spede  ne  sette,          365 
fan8  wylt  )KHI  curse  hyin9  J>at  )>ou  mette. 
Hyt  ys  fe  tycement10  of  )>e  deuyl 
To  curse  hew11  }>at  J>oglit  be  no12  euyl.  368 

Of  hancel  y  can  no  skylle  also ; 
Hyt  ys  nou$t  to  beleue  )>arto  :13 
Me  )>yiikej>  liyt  ys  fals14  Query  deyl,      371 
Y  beleue  hyt  nou;t,  ne  neuer  shal  weyl.15 
For  many  hauy;<  ijlad  hancel  atlu  be  inonv,17 
And  to  hem  or  euyn  com))18  mochyl19  sorw;20 
And  manyon  hauy?«  yn  be  day  grete  noy,21 
And  $yt  or  euy/icomeb  to  he??i  mochyl22  ioye. 
So  mayst  bou  wyte,  $yf  bou  gode23  can,  377 
)3at  hancel  ys  no  beleue24  to  man. 

Beleue  nou^t  moche25  yn  no  dremys,  * 
For  many  be  nat  but  gleteryng26  glemys. 
J)ese  clerkys  seyn27  bat  hyt  ys28  vanyte,  381 
J)at  nou$t  ys,  ne  neuer  shal  be ;     [leaf  3,  coi.  sj 
And  ofte29  mayst  J>ou  fynde  hyt  rygfit30 
bat  bou  hast  mete  vpon31  be  nygfct.32     384 
But  berof  to  haue  mochyl33  affyauwce 
fee  may  betyde  be  summer **  a35  chauwce. 

On  syxe  maners  may  a  man36  mete : 
Sum  beyn  to  beleue,  sum  beyn37  to  lete. 
Sn///  men  dremyn38  for  surfeture,  389 


0,  And  also  it  is  of  metyng  D. 
morue  O.        3  qwan  D.        4  beye  0. 
5  0.  omits  'to.'  qwan  Jxm schalt  go  beyje  begge 
or  D.         6  borue  0. 

7  3if  \>on  >in  arende  not  D.         8  Jeanne  0. 
*  hem  0,  banne  hym  D.     10  J>is  is  ]>e  tysyng  D. 
11  banne  hym  D.  12  none  0,  non  D. 

u  Also  of  hansele  I  can  no  skil. 

It  is  not  for  to  tniste  til  D. 
14  hyt  fals  O,  for  it  is  fals  D. 
13  I  trowe  it  not  ne  neuere  wil  D. 

Many  han  hansele  on  D.         17  morue  0. 
18  corny))  O.       1B  >at  longe  or  euyn  han  su?n  D. 
20  sorue  O.  *»  gret  noye  0,  &  manye  hail 

al  day  meche  noyje  D. 

22  hem  corny])  gret  0,  or  euyn  comyth  ioyje  D. 
28  my^t  >ou  wite  .  .  .  good  D. 
24  is  not  trewe  D. 


IT  Vers  le  boys  vet  li  archeer, — 

Le  p?-este  encu/itre  tlel  muster, — 

Si  le  iur  faut  de  sa  beste, 

Comence  maudier  le  prestre,  1112 

E  dit  *  mal  pee  me  porta ; 

E  f  element  me  domain  la 

1  Ou  ieo  alay '  quant  me  encu^tra  : ' 

Honi  seit  1'oure  ke  oue  moy  parla  !  l 

Qe  tele  chose  creit,  se  peot  duter       1117 

Qe  il  faudra  de  chose  qeb  velt  auer. 

Yne  chose  sai  bien,  par  espreof, 

Qe  tiele  creance  ne  valt  uu  eof.          1120 

Mes  ceoli  qe  malueise  mein  ad, 

Soue?zte  fei^e6  mes-trerra; 

En  sei  meines  seit  du?ac  rettee, 

Qe  sa  proye  n'ad  al  ostel  porte.  1124 
*  U  De  sunges  ne  fet  pas  bon  a  tere ; 

En  eu$  ne  deit  nul  trop  crere ; 

Souerct  faille?zt  a  mnli  de  gent, 

Par  le  deable  deceiuement,  1128 

Meinte  fei}0  voird  trouere^ 

Ceo  qe  a  la  nuyt  sunge^. 

Mes  quant  MUS  meus  affiere^, 

Si  vus  vos  sunges  trop  cree^,6  1132 

Deceu  plus  tost  purre}  estre 

Qe  ne  serre^  del  pie  al  prestre. 
t  Car  en  sis  maners  peot  honi  sunge?*,  1135 

Qe  ci  vus  voilf  destiucter.     [ieafi2o,  coi. 3] 
f  U  Par  sorfet  auenent  sunges  souent,s 

a  Honi  .  .  paria  A,  om.  B. 

b  ke  il.         c  fiez  (If.  13).         d  veirs. 

e  P\us  tost  estre  deceu  en  purrez.  This  stands 
for  the  lines  1132-34.  f  Ke  ou  vus  voil  ici. 

g  B. — A.  has  this  line:  'Acuns  su?«ges  uenent 
de  surfet,'  and  omits  lines  1139,  1142,  and  1145, 
which  are  printed  from  B. 

25  Ne  beleue  noghte  mochyl.  0,  Ne  trowe  fou 
not  D.     ( '  Sompnia  ne '  in  margin.    D. ) 

26  beyn  but  gleteryngc  0,  arn  not  but  gladyng  D. 

27  seyyn  0.         '*  seyn  it  is  but  vanyte  D. 
29  HarL  oft,  ofty?i  D.         'M  ry>t  0. 

31  mette  opon  0,  mett  of  on  D.         M  ny|)t  0. 
33  But  ouer  mochyl  to  haue  >er  on.  0  ;  but  haue 
)>erin  non  D.         :J4  soner  0. 

35  J>«t  ]>e  be-tyde  non  oj>er.  D.      M  men  may  D. 
37  su?;ime  arn  to  trowe  suwme  arn  D.   38  dreme  0. 


The  causes  of  Zh-eams.   Same  are  God's  Warnings:  some,  the  DeviFs  tempting*.    15 


)>at  ctyn  or  drynkyn  ou<  /•  nu-sure; 

-u///  drem«:  on  veyn  )>vngl 
For  ouer  mychyl  and  _rrete  fastyng;2    392 

)>e  fendes  temptacyouw 
£at  to  }>e  trow)>e4  ys  fals  tresou?*  ; 

-nut  come  of  ouer  mochyl  pou^t5 
(  >!'  Jryni;  )>at  mm  wnld  haur  \vrou$t;°     390 
And  su///  lit-yii7  ur«-ddys  pryuyte 
jjat  he  shewyj)  t<>  warne  )>e  ; 
And.  >u//<  come8  )>urgfi  grete  stody. 
And  she*  :..-rtly.10  400 

manors  a  clerk11  vs  telly)?, 
•  Gregory,  )>at  mochyl  spelly)).1'2 
]:<-  fyrst  twey  maners,  we  wote13  weyl, 
IJeyn  oure  defaute14  euery  deyl.  404 

1  '  ys  for  ouer  mychel10  outi 

ys  febylnesse17  of  corage,18 
19  As    yn    mete,    or    dry?#k,    oner   moche 
taky 

vn  feblyng21  )>e  body  with  moche22 
fastyng.23  408 

J>e  tourer  fnuri-'-1  Jjys25  clerkys  wytyn,26 
D  J>e  byble  J)ey  lu-n  \\iytyn.-7 
•y  ne  conn1  Jjur^ri-x  tfinptacyiw 

a  feluTi,29  412 

re  had  soy  moil 


iviiiv-.  in.-n  dfseyMC  inanyc; 

beleuyii 

to  dr.-niys  ou<</-  moche  trastys,82 


To  scorn.  :  I).-///  }M'  t'.-ndr  f.-n  frastys.33    416 

1  of  veyn  \>yn&  0,  mctyn  of  veyn  j>ingi's  D. 
a  gret  fiiatyngc  0,  of  gret  fostyngys  I). 
-  D. 

*  >oght«  0,  suwme  comyn  of  mechil  ]>oujt  D. 

•  WTOghteO,  wolilyn  lui'n  wrnujt  D. 

l». 

9  stodyc  O,  stuilye  I).        I0  ipertlye  0. 
i  ke  O,  as  clerkys  1  >. 

-.  sei>*.  O.  > 
•tO,  wcty., 

.  0,  >at  not 

)vit  O\>T  i.s  febilnease  of  oure  D. 

\-s  x  do>antwMt 
>ot  O|XT  ia  febilnesae  of  body  &  fast.  D. 


t  De  manger  ou  beiure,  ne  dutej  nient. 

t  U  E  ausi  par  trop  inner, 

t  Auent  les  vns  souent  sunger.  1 1 40 

t  11  Akune  feyje*  de  illusion 

t  Del  deble  venent,  bien  le  sauom. 

t  U  E  a  la  fey$ea  de  cogitasiun, 

t  V«'iu-;/t  oiu-k  ilhisioun.  1 1  U 

t  11  A  la  li«'j  de  reuelaciun, 

t  Qwant  secre  demustre  dev  a  acun.1' 

t  U  A  la  feyje  de  cogitat-iun 

t  Ensemble  od  reuelaciun.  114s 

t  IF  Ces  sis  mail'  /vs  m/x  ;i«l  cunt^ 

t  Seint  Gregoire,  lec  clerk  sene. 

t  H  Les  premers  d'euj  Ten  auu?;< <! 

t  Car  a  chescuw  de  ntw  suwt  aueiui.      1 1  '•- 


t  Les  qt^atre  mane>-es  drein  cunt 

t  En  seint  escripture  sunt  troue^. 

t  Car  si  ne  venissent  de  illusiun 

t  Del  doable,  .['   tant  «->7  fi-lun,  1  l."»r» 

ne  uste  dit  Salomon, 
t  *  Que  sunn's  d«-i-i-ino//t  ineint  horn.' 


»  fiez  B.        b  reu«l  i.  A.        « 

d  Lt-s  .ij.  I.II-IH.T.H  atium 
«  out  (If.  13,  coL  2). 

»  takyng«.        «  feblyi.gr. 

•  wy>  to  moche  0.        •  fnstyngr.      »•  rour«, 

*  J>o  ojxrr  fourc  as  clcrkia  D.          '    ^  rtya  OD. 
w  wretyn  O,  arn  wretcn  D.     *  ne  corojii  of  D. 

»  ne  hadde  Mi>  D. 
31  diaceyuy th  many  man  D. 
»  )>ei  )*it  to  dremys  meche  tru^' 
»  frayitysO. 

h  leaTea  oat  lines  417-478  here,  bat  ma: 

it     Scip  to  Y>9  dfM  0," 
is  at  the  top  of  the  next  loaf  f>. 


16     Cato  warns  against  Dreams.     But  those  of  Joseph  ami  Daniel  were  true. 


$yf  J>ey  come  nat1  also  Jmrgh2  J>ogllt, 
]>e  wv  huddi'  tulde  liyt  noght, 

iffryil  hyt4  be  wrytyn  yn  boko  [is 
J)at  men  alle  day  rede  yn,5  and  loke.      420 
))us  fe  wyse  clerk  seyj>,r>  Catuw, 

••chyj>  chyldryn  )>ys7  lessu//, 
'  $eue  no  charge  to  [)>y]8  dremys, 
))ey  been  but  as  [glasyng]9  glemys         424 
£at  yn  )>e  )>ou$t  [stertys  &]10  lepys 
A-nyjt11  whan  )>ou  [restys  &]12  slepys  : 
,  <>u  wakyng  [sumtyme]  )>eiikes,14 
Before  J>y  yjen1-'  hytlc  blenkys.'  428 

3yf  )>ey  ne  come17  )mrgli  pryuyte18 
))at  god1'  wyl  shewli20  me  or  }>e, 
losep  of  dremys  had  $yue21  no  kepe 
what--  hym  was  shewed  yn  hys  slepe,  432 
)>at  fadyr  and  modyr  &  al  liys  kynde, 
£urgh  hyw  shuld  fey  wursbyp23  fynde. 
yn  J>e  byble  men  rede24  )>ys 
In  Jje  fyrst  boke  of  genesys.  436 

Also  hyt  was25  shewyd  pryuyly 
To  iosep  )>at  wedded  cure  lady, 
pat  \vMi  J>e  cliyld  ]>ey  shulde26  fle 
To  egypt,27  Jrat  yche28  cuntre.  440 

J>ys  ys  clepyd29  reuelacyun, 
To  she  we  byfore  what  ys  to  doun.30 

3yf  )>ey  com  nogfit  J>urgh  stodyyng,31 
Jjat  tokene  ys32  of  selkoufe  J>yng,:!:{         444 
Danyel  had  noght  wyst34  byfore 

1  noghte  0.        -  comyu  only  of  D. 

3  clerk,  om.  D.        *  suffryd  to  D. 

5  bat  may  we  altlay  redyn  D.         6  seyj)  om.D. 

7  Lernyth  childryn  in  lier  D. 

8  non  entcnt  vn-to  J>i  D. 

9  for  it  ben  but  glasyng  D. 

10  Vj  boghte  0,  in  J»i  J>ou}t  it  stertyth  and  D. 

11  nyghtc  O.     la  On  nyjt  qwan  |wu  restyst  &  D. 

13  suwtyme  )»ou  on  nyjt  finkys  D. 

14  wakyng«  )>enky8  0.         15  J»yn  ejyn  0. 

1B  and  b<j-forn  )>in  yje  D.         "  it  come  not  D. 

»»  l>ryuyt«  0.        J»  god  0. 

30  shew  H,  shewe  0,  3eue  J»e  or  me  D. 

a  jeue  0,  Jouyn  D.         -  qwhan  D. 

25  wrshepe  0,  wurslieixj  D.        '•»  redyn  D. 


T  H  Si  sunges  ne  venisse?/t  enseme//.t 
t  De  pensir  oda  deceiuoment,  1160 

t  Le  sage  home  n'ust  pas  dit, 
Neb  en  sun  liuro  escrit. 

Dec  cures  &  pensers  nomeme;it,d 

Suwges  uenewt,  ceo  ueu?/te  souent ;    1164 

( 'ar  de  ceo  qe  aue^f  souewt  pensu 

Aue^  uus  pltis  souewt^  sunge, 

E  tant  en  sungant  plus  delitu, 

Cum  la  chose  auuwih  i)lus  aim'1.          116S 


t  IT  Si  de1  reueleme?itk  dampne  dee 

Sunges  ne1  uenissent  a  la  fee, 
t  Lc  patriarch  iosep  n'ust  pas  ceu 
t  Par  tant  qe  en1  sunge  aueit  veu,        117i 
t  Que1  de  ces  freres  serreit  acre* 

Cum  il  esteit  en  la  uente  de  blee. 


IT  Ne  ioseph  nient  le1  plus,  117 i 

t  Qe  fut  la  duce  marie  espou^,    [leaf  120,  coi.*; 
t  Qe  en  egypte  deueit  aler 
t  Pur  1'enfant  e1  sa  mere  mener, 

Sicu??z  li  fu  nunci^ 

En  sungant,  de  angel  dee.  118( 

t  H  Sim  ne  venissent  de  cogitacion 

Ensemble  odn  reuelacion, 
t  Daniel,  esponant  le  sunge  le  rey 

a  ou  de.         b  Ne  ia.         c  Ke  de. 

d  ueireme?it.         e  as  acuns.         f  as  plus. 

8  HMS  ke  de  ant  re  chose  as. 

h  En  ta>it  cum  la  chose  as 

1  Omitted  in  A.         k  demustrance  de. 

1  le  B,  om.  A.         m  S'il  B,  Si  A.  n  one. 

'•»  al  was  it  D.     26  shulde  J>ey  0,  schulde  >ei  D, 

-T  Egypte  0,  in  to  Egipt  >at  c.  D. 

-8  yche  om.  D.        2<J  klepyde  0. 

:;"  bc-forn  qwat  is  to  comyn  D. 

:il  stodyyngc  0,  stodyyng  D.         '•'-  takyn  it  D, 

: ;  >t-lkowj>  >yngc  0. 

:u  wyst  0  ;  not  wyst  D  ;  Harl.  omits  wyst. 


Daniel  interp,  \  Dream.     But  most  Dreamt  are  false.     17 

J)e  dreme  of  Nabugodon6sore.  t  Nabugodonozor,  de  paene  ley,  1184 

Danyt-1  ieyd1  vn-to  |>e  kyng,2  }  £e  la  raci»e  d^  sun 


'  wliat  manere8  folk*  shuld  J>ev  be  §     449  j  QC  daniel  le  propuete  aueit  nun  :»    1188 

fe.it  yn  JMS  \vorl.l.-~  r,,m«'  aftyr  J>e,  *  "Vtw,  rey,"  dist,  "pensaates  duremewt,b 

And  how  fey  shulde  )>e  wurlde8  gouerne  ;  '  ||  §  Q«el  secle  apres  vw*  ert,  &  qucl  gent, 

vn  by  boght  bou  guwiH-1-'  bvt  ,erae  ;        452  II  £  coment  1.  i.uin.l  serreit  guie  ; 

t  E  deu,  li  ivi  <!«>  maiest^.  1192 

And  ,,  ,  1  Bbewyd  hvt  yn  fy  En  ^           y^  ad  ^^ 

temed  JKJM  fe  ton)  Par  ^  ^^^  gmcedj  S1; 

II    tolde  J?e  profyte11  fa/i1-  euery  »leyl  ;  Le  prophete  primes  sun  suwge  ci; 

Aii-1  |-«-  profete11  redde  hytla  weyl  :       456  E  uerreimeitt  pus  le  interpreta.8         1196 

wysly  he  sevd,  an.l  w.-yl  Nrgh1*  soght,  [if.*]  ff  Daniel  sagement 
,,,  bade  ,„,;,  to 


An.l  -...I  sh.-wyil  what1"  shul-l  betyde  ;  Ensemble  od  ceo«  qe  il  out  penso  ;    1200 

what1''1  inanere  folk17  shulde  aftyr  a-byde.         E  ke  ceo  auendreith  qe  il  aueit  sunge, 
Sefyii  J>'  /•  IM-VH  divinys18  so  many  ma-       Ceo  sust  il  bien  de  v. 

nere  19  4(j  i       U  P««  qe  en  tantes  maners  sMwt  engendre^1 

Vos  sunges  qe  vus  sungej,k  PJ'  M 

^nli  ys  d.,ute  &20  grete  wete«  Mwlt  e/cunqfort,  ft  ^2? 

To  wyte  whew^of  dremys  come,  }  +  De  qMel  ^i^  vient  n(W/re  8unger. 
)3at  euery  nyjt23  dn-myn-1  furgh  custome  ; 

)3«T  l«-yn-"'  s.i  many  dremys  yn  veyne,  465       Pur  ceo,  sunges  crere  par  custum, 

J)at  ii"  man  w«.tr  no*8  r.'rteyn-7  t  Ne  pwrra  seiuviiir//t.  mil  hom,m 

Hut  Jjey-8  )>at  beyn25  wit/i  god  pryue,  f  Fore  eels  qe  de  seint 

Towhomys^iau//t.  ,l-',s\vych  J)y«gtosee:30  f  Vnt  les  sein^11  enlumi; 

h  in-  ii  deseyuej)  nat31  J)e  deuyl,     469       Qe  les  reueleme7W  ilampne  dee0 

haur  no  541  acu  to  knowe  hys  euyl  ;  f  Conusse/it,  &  deceuances  delP  niai; 

Kllys  may  no  man  fymh-  hem  -  -table,  f  Autrement  purra,  sache}/*  error,         1-1."> 

-  yualilr.  472  f  Qe  nmlt  creif  sun  sunger.         o««M*»J 


1  seyde  O.        a  kyng«  0.         3  )>is  D,          II  »  al  rey  .  .  out  a  nun.         b  dut  il  . 

4  selkow|>  Wnge  O.  c  y;.  n  ,,,,,  .  .  dnmistre.          d  ^.  aa  grace  It. 

•  man«r  folk  O,  qwat  raaner  folk  it  schuldo  e  CU7,;                            !t. 

be  D.        •  Earl,  omita  folk.  f  ^  j^t  qe  de  deu.            «  oue  ceo. 

7  J»ys  wrldc  0,  H»  word  D,  yn  worldc  II  h  A.  Auint  coo.           *  tant  de  .  .  rut  oaiMice. 

•  wrlde  O,  worM  I  »         •  gan  1  >.  Nos  gungea  aaiu  mil  doUunce. 
10  |»t  ilke  drein  I>                     bete  OD.  l  serroit  fort 

I>              i  '  i'l"  1'vin  l».  m  8Unge  par  cuatumo  crere  Surememt  ne  poet 

!      v  l>  mil  i  fere.             »  aena.         °  muatredaror 

.  kyt.g^  O,  )mt  he  Jern  (glost  p  Coe  ennulent  e  den 

Meer'JD,  tookofK  i                                it  D.  ,,  1></(/,,(lt  „„.,.                .,,,  cwreit  (If.  13,  bk.). 

k--  o,  in.  ..n~..r..  __  . 

;  I'in  iln-inv.  am   1>.  "    !ii.i!i--yr  O. 

»  is  it  in                   ,n  gret  D.      «  gret  wcyr  0.  •  N  OD.        »  qwom  la  Joorn  D. 

«  wete  v                         r  D.        «  nyght  0.  u  O,  dUceyuyn  not  IX 

«dremythD.        ^  N  |>at  am  D.  1  '         »  beyn  0. 

»  woot  no  O,  wot  not.  in  D.        *  certeyue  0.  M  For  drcinya  ben  ao  D. 

*J    SYNNE.  ° 


18 


Don't  believe  in  Witchcraft.     It's  the  Demi's  guile. 


$yf  J>ou  telle  hem,  Jjan1  mayst  J>ou  erre;  473 
And  yyi  )>ow  trow2  he?»,  J>at  ys  wel3  werre ; 
For  fou  mayst  dreme  of  sum4  euyl  )>yng5 
J>at  may  turne  to  better  for  fy  preyyng.6 
"  feou,  leudman,  jyf 7  gode  tent,8  477 

Trow9  nogfit  a$en  )>e  comawndment." 

3yf  )>ou  beleue 10  yn  wycchecraft 
To  chaunge  J>yngn  be  J>e  deuylys  craft,12— 
Swych  beyn18  )>e  deuyl  betaght,  481 

wt'M  holy  chyrche  J>ey  ben14  vnsaght, 
And  alle'  j>o15  )>at  on  hewi  trowe         fyre 
Mow16  drede  hem  self  to  brenne  yn  lowe  ;17 
And  j>ogh  Jjey  fynde  hyt  sobe  ober  whyle,18* 
Hyt  ys  jmrgfc19  j>e  fendes  gyle.  §  486 

£e  fend  fondyb  wit/i  alle  hys  my^t20 
To  put21  suwwat22  yn  here  syght  488 

]3at  shal  make  he»i  swych  byng23  beleue24 
And  god  almy^ty  myspay  and25  greue. 
For  ber26  was  neuer  womman  ne  man 
J)at  any  wycchecraft  be-gan,  492 

)3at  euer  my$t27  bryng  hyt  to  an  ende,28 
But  fals  beleue  bat  wyl  he??i  shende.29 
J>e  wurdys30  certys  beyn  rygfct31  noght,  [4/23 
But  fals  beleue  rnake)>dede  y-wrogfit.32  496 
For  whan  )>ou  trowyst33  yn  a  fals  jjyng23 
J)e  deuyl  hyt  shewy]?  for  )>at  trowyng.34 
lo  here  a  tale  of  a  wycche, 
Jjat  leued  no  better35  j>a[»]  a  bycche.  A  tale. 

>owh  )xm  .  .  jit  D.  2  trowe  O. 

weyl  0,  and  Jx>u  trowe  hew  jit  is  it  >e  D. 

myjt  dreme  ryjt  D.        6  t>yng«  0. 

preyyng«  0. 

3eue  O,  lewde  man  jeue  good  D. 

tent«  O,  good  entent  D. 

Trowe  O,  Trowe  not  ajens  D.       10  trowe  D. 

11  >yng«  0. 

12  deuyls  craft«  O,  with  deuelys  awjt  D. 

13  swech  am  D. 

14  witA  \*  holy  gost  )>ei  arn  D. 

16  alle  >o  D,  also  Earl.        16  Mowe  0. 

17  mon  dredvn  hem  to  be  in  helle  lowhe  D. 

18  &  3it  >ei  tynde  suyche  suwqwhile  D. 

19  &  Jwt  is  jx>rw  D.        »  myghtc  0. 

21  putte  0.         22  suwqwat  D.         a  >yngg  0. 
24  pat  >ei  schulde  trowe  &  leve  D. 


[For  the  illustrating  French  Tale  that  follows, 
of  the  Man  who  dreamt  he  should  live  long 
(lines  1215-1256),  seepages  19-20.] 


1 1i  En  sorcers,  ne  en  sorcerie,  1257 

Garde^  qe  ne  *  cree$  mie ; 

Car  ieo  vus  di  cnb  seurete, 
t  A  deables  su«t  sorcers  comande;       1260 

t  E  tu$  qe  en  eu$  crerrunt, 

f  A  uifs  deables  pur  ueirsc  irruwt. 
U  Cunte?*  lur  sorceries, 
E  menuemewt  lur  folies, —  1264 

Ceo  ne  serreit  fors  iangler, 
Tens  perdre,  &  poi  espleiter. 

*  Veirs  diewt  acuns  a  la  fee 

§  Per  art  &  grant d  del  maufe,  1268 

Mes  relement  auendra,6 
Car  mentuT  est,  &  tutdis  se?Ta, 
Le  deable,  par  ki  euchanteme?*t 
La  sorcere  dit  uosfre  talent ;  1272 

Pur  ceo  ne  vus f  affie^, 
Car  meintefei^e  faus  trouere^ 
Qe  celes  vus*  dirru?^t  pur  verite, 
E,  oue  coe,  serre^  escumenge.h  1276 


a  vus  ke  vus,  [If.  13,  bk.,  col.  2,  at  foot.] 
b  loe  vus  di  en  bone. 
c  vif  debles  s'en.  d  garant. 

0  rerement  veirs  lur  dirra.     (I  forr;  it  occurs 
again. ) 

f  en  lur  diz  ne.  K  Ke  vus. 

h          Escomenge  serrez, 

Si  auerez  malemcwt  espleitez  A. 

26  &  so  al  myjtty  god  to  D. 
28  it  D.          27  myghte  0. 

28  a  nende  0,  neuere  m.  truly  brynge  to  )>e  ende  D. 

29  be-leue  hem  hadde  blende  D. 

30  wrdys  0.        31  of  hem  be  D. 

32  wroghte  0.     be  fals  b.  )>e  dede  is  wroujt  D. 

33  trowst  0,  qwan  ><ni  trowist  D. 

34  trowyngc  0.        **  more  D. 


The  Talc  of  the  Witch  and  her  Cow-sudcing  Bag.  19 

[The  Tale  of  the  Witch  and  her  [The  French  Tale  of  the  Man  who 
Cow-sucking  Bag;1    and   how       dreamt  he  should  live  long, 

a    Bishop    faild     tO     WOrk     her  from  p.  18  ;  Harl.  273,  If.  121,  col.  1 ;  Harl.  4657, 

>rm,   because  he  didn't  be-  [^iS^**^.!*!^  Bk.' 

IV.,  ch.  ii.,  says  Gaston  Paris,  Hist  Litt  de  la 


oe  in  it.] 

Jjere  was  a  wycche,  and2  made  a  bagge, 

A  bely  of  lejjyr,  a  grete  swagge, 

She  sygaldryd  so  }>ys  bagge  bely 3 

J?at4  hyt  $ede  and  soke  mennys  ky,        504 

At  euene,  &  at  morw5  tyde, 

yn  here  pasture,  oj>er6  ellys  be  syde. 

long7  hyt  $ede  aboute  fast,8 

Tyl  hyt  was  parceyued9  at  the  last ; 10   508 

J3;m  al11  )>e  godemen  of  )>e  toune, 

Byfore  )>e  bysshop  dyde?*12  here  somoune ; 

lyden  )>e  bagge18  wtt/i  here  bere, 
To  wete  what  she  shuld14  answere.        512 

\:is  shewyd  byfore15  )>e  bysshop, 
feat  she  dyde  to  goo16  swych  a  melk 17  slop,18 
feurgh  wycchecraft  &  mysauenture, 
To  sugke  here  keyn19  yn  here  pasture.  516 
J*>  bysshop  merueyled,  &  oj>er  mo, 
how  fat  she  myjt20  do  hyt  go.21 
"  Dame,"  seyd  )>e  bysshop,  "  do  )>y  quen- 

tyse, 

And  late  vs  se22  how  hyt  shal  ryse."     520 
J3ys  wycche  here  charme  began  to  sey,23 
J)e  slop  ros  vp,  and  $ede  J)e  weye.24 

I  See  a  later  version  in  Laud  416  (A.D.  1459), 
leaf  1 :  extract*  printed  in  Reliq.  Antiq.,  ii.  27. 

n  D,  and  v 

bat,  om.  D. 

on  inorue  O,  at  monre  D. 

or  OD ;  D  om.  elly<.         •   Ix>ngge  0. 

alaboute  fastc  O,  ou^ral  faste  D. 

fiareeyuyd  O.          '"  laMi-  C)D. 

II  Panne  alle  0,  alle  D  (am.  banne). 
a  be-forn  ...  dede  D. 

13  bagge  0,  bei  do  be  bagge  D,  bag  H. 

14  nwatsheachallX         '    t,,  D. 
'•  dede  go  0.        "  melke  0. 


France,  xxviiL  193.] 

11  Car  un  seint  nus  ad  cunt^,  1215 

Qe  vna  esteit  de  dampne  dee, 

Qe  vn  home  iadis  esteit 

Qe  a  cesb  suuges  mult  creeit ; 

Souente  fey^e  Ii  aueneit 

Sicum  la  nuit  sungec  aueit, 

Mes  ceo  fu  temptacion 

Del  deable,  qe  tant  est  felun, 

Qe,d  par  sunges,  fu  entour, 

Luy  gabber  al  chief  de  tur. 

Vne  nuyt,  en  sungant, 
Esperance  Ii  fu  done  grant 
De  viure  molt  longerneut, 
E  le  siecle  auer  a  sun  talent. 
Cest  fol  home  se  purpensa, 
Deners  &  dereis  amassa ;« 
Longeme/jt  viure  ben  quida 
Sicuw  il  auant  sunga.f 
Long  cuwte  ne  vus  cunterai ; 
Cest*  home  dunt  uus  tochai 

»  bien.  b  sages. 

0  Coe  ke  sung.'-  la  nuit.  «*  K'il. 

0  Le  fol  ae  comence  purpenser, 
Deners  e  autres  chosea  imiater. 

1  .{uideit.  .  .  sungeit 

•  Coe  fol. 

u  dede  it  gon  witA  a  meche  top.  D. 
19  soukvn  her  ken  D. 
»  myghte  0. 

•  so  go  O.        *  SM  0,  ten  D. 
a  be-gan  a-non  D. 

M  wey  O,  be  bagge  vp  ros  k  gan  to  gon  D. 


20    The  Tale  of  the  Witch  and  her  Caw-sucking  Bag.     The  Bishop's  failure. 


))e  bysshop  s-  seyn ; 1 

Do  hyt  now  to  lygge  njeyn. '  524 

pe  wycche  dede  al  at  hys  wylle  :  * 

She  made  J>e  slop  a$en  lygge4  sty  He, 

J>e  bysshop  made  a  clerk  •'  ban  wryte 

Al  \>ai  she  seyd,  moclu-l'  and  lyte,         528 

And  alle7  how  she  made  here  went;8 

pe  bysshop  Jwrto  jaf  gode9  en  tent. 

"  )>an,"  seyde  |>e  bysshop,  "  now  shal  y, 

As  Jwu  hast  do,  do10  )>y  maystry."         532 

fa  bysshop  bygan  be  charme  to  rede,  [*,  bk.] 

And  as  she  dyde,11  he  dyde  yn12  dede ; 

He  seyd  and  dede  eue?«y  deyl, 

Ryjt  as  she  dede,  he  dede  as  weyl.13      536 

J)e  sloppe14  lay  stylle,  as  hyt  ded  wore,15 

For  hym  ne  ros  hyt16  neue?'  be  more. 

"  why,"  seyd  he,  "  wyl17  hyt  nat  ryse, 

And  y  haue  do18  )>e  same  wyse,  540 

And  seyd  )»e  wurdys,19  lesse  ne  mo, 

And  for  my  seyyng  wyl17  hyt  nat  go  1 " 

"Nay,"  she  seyd,  "why20  ahold  hyt  sol 

3e  beleue  nat21  as  y  do :  544 

wide22  je  beleue  my  wrdys  as23  y, 

Hyt  shulde  a24  go,  and  sokim25  ky."  [yng ; " 27 

He  seyd,  "ban  faylej)  nogfct26  but  beleu- 

She  seyd,  "  bat  helpe)>  al  my  byng  ;       548 

And  so  hyt  ys  for28  oure  lawe, 

Beleue29  ys  more  ban  be  sawe ; 80 

1  Isen  D.         '-  stente  a}en  D. 

9  al  his  wil  D.         4  &  bad  J>e  bagge  stonde  D. 

*  dede  .  .  \er  D.        •  seyde  meche  D. 

1  al  OD.        •  sche  dede  &  inentc  D. 

9  jafle  gode  O,  Jaf  his  D. 
10  Jwu  dedyst  don.  D.  "  seyde  D. 

"  dede  yn  O,  dede  in  D. 
»  al  weyl  0,  al  weel  D.  14  bagge  D. 

18  oor  D.  18  hym  it  sterede  D. 

17  wyle  O,  qwhy  ...  wil  D.        18  don  D. 

18  wrdys  O,  wuHw  D.        *°  qwhy  D. 
21  noujt  O,  }xm  trowist  not  D. 

B  Wolde  O,  it  wil  D.        a  trowvw  as  do  D. 
•*  ha  O.        M  schulde  con  &  soulke  D. 
28  noujt  O,  not  D.        «  trowyng  D. 
«ofOD.        »  troupe  D. 
30  lawhe  .  .  .  sawhe  D. 


Sodeynemewt  < Ionia,1 

E  ces  chatels  neh  deuisa,  1236 

TeetaniAii  mil  nc  list, 

Ne  autre  bien  ji///-  i<.<//  crist;c 

Car  ren  pensad  de  mort  subite, 

Long  tens  q?/Kloit  estre  quite.6  1240 

Ore  oie$,  cu??if  fut  gablji- 

Pa?-  deceuance*  del  mauf^  : 

Sun  chatel  &  cesh  deners, 

Qel  deuawt  aueit  mult  chers,  1244 

Qe  sa  alme  poeint  valor, 

Vnqe  ne  li  valust  vn  dener. 

En  esperance  de  longe  vie 

Garda,  mes  il  fistk  folie.  1248 

Pus  niorust  sodeinemewt, 

Chescww  pn'st  qe  a  luy1  apent, 

Le  siecle,  sun  or  &  SUM  argent, 

E  ceo  vodreitm  iugement.    [if.  121,  coi.  2] 

La  char  liuere  a  pureture,n  1253 

E  1'alme  a  mesauenture. 

De  sunges  vus  ai  ceo°  cunte^, 

Qe  vus  trop  ne  les  cree$.p  1256 

[Lines  1257-76  are  on  page  18.] 


a  se  deuia. 

b  De  sea  chatetis  nul. 

c  Omitted  in  B.  and  'subite'  is  'subit.' 

d  ne  pensa. 

«  Omitted  in  B. 

f  auez  oi  cum. 

«  la  decette. 

h  Ses  chateus,  e  ses. 

i  For  the  next  three  lines  B.  has  only  one — 

Dunt  s'alme  out  masters. 
k  Bien  gardoit  mes  coc  fu. 
1  coe  ke  a  ly. 
m  Ceo  fu  dreiturel. 

n  mesauenture.     L'alme  a  turme7it  ke  tuz  iurs 
dure. 

0  ore  coe. 

P  Ke  en  eus  trop  ne  vus  afiez. 


Do  not  believe  in  'the  Three  Sisters,'  the  Fates.  21 

For,  pou  mayst  sey  what1  j>ou  wylt, 
But  )>ou  beleue  hyt,  ellys  ys  alle2  spylt; 
All.-    )><«t  y  seyd,  y  beleue4  hyt  weyl,    553 

le  ha))  do5  )>e  dede6  euery  deyl." 
Jje  bysshop  comauwdyd  J>at  she  shuld  no$t 
Beleue  ne  wurche  as7  she  had  wro^t.     556 
Here8  mow  we  wyte,9  beleue  wy!10raake 
)?ere  )>e  wurde11  no  my$t12  may  take. 
}3e  bysshop  seyd  )>e  wurdys 13  echouw, 
But,  beleue  J>e>yn  hadde  he  noun.          560 
Nomore  shall  hyt14  auayle  )>e 
Jjat  beleuost  not  fere1*  beleue  shulde  be.  II  Sachez  ae  f element  creea  r_'77 

foule'7  ,    n. 

3yf  )>oii  herdyst  a  fals  J>yng16  or  lay))1*  Si  mes-paHanj  ne  desturbej 

))at  were  spoke  ajens  )>e  fey)>,19              564  t  Qwant  parler  oiej  encuwtre  la  fey,» 

And  f>ou  in-  wuldest20  fera^en  seye,  Cunsentej  san^  dire  nay,                    1280 

But  beleuyst,  ofer  for  loue,  o)er  for  eye,21  Desturber,  si  le  poej  fere, 

))ou  hast  synned,  &  a^en  went  Pour  ne  vus  deitb  retrere. 
J?ys  yche  fyrst22  comauTidement.             568 
Jjus  sey)>  fe  lawe  )>at  men  haimtes, 

f^ou  forhelyst,  weyl  )>ou  grauntes.' 23 

f . .11 1 r- .west  or  vndyrstondys  [4bk.,coi.2]  t  U  Gil  qe  creient  en  destin^,— 

Pat  ))re  sustren  ben24  shapandys,2*         572   t  ^C  ^  T'  ?""?*  1>n(fnt,e8tf  nt; 

t  Venent  pwr  deuiser  la  uie  1'enfant, 
A  ml  comu/i  ))ere  fe  chylde  ys  bore,2«  Qe  fl  ^  mal  QU  vaillan t/, 

And  shapyn  hyt  wele27  or  euel  before ; 28          E  sicuwi  eoles  unt  deuis^/ 

\  kked  beleue  )>at  fou  art29  ymie  575 
|}ey  make  fe30  chylde  to  falle  yn  sy?ine  ;       t  L'enfant  cherra  en  peche*,* —  1288 

lie  beleue  )>ou  shuldest  nat31  werche 
A^ens  )>e  beleue32  of  holy  cherche.  t  hCeo  e*t  encuntre  la  fey  prou6,  fit.  HI,  i»ck] 

iys  no  shapper  ^but  god  almy^t,84  579       Qe  home  peche  par  necessite*  ;h 

it  D.          7  trowe  it  is  ellis  D.          3  Al.  *  cuntre  la  foy.          b  deit  ren.         '   K  ke. 

-we  D.      5dou/iO.      •  trowyng  dede  it  D.  ''  •  le  .pi.  1  il  ,-rt  raauues  or  vaillawt, 

7  trowe  no  wycchecraft  D.        e  Heyr  0.  '  elet  le  auerunt  inn-'-. 

•  wete  0,  may  Je  wete  D.  «  Viuera  1'enfant  par  tut  sun  e. 

10  wyle  O,  qwhy  .  .  .  wil  D.  h~h  These  two  lines  are  omitted  in  R 
rd<?0,  >ownrdwD. 


Qe  D.  «•  beyn  0.        **  sustrya  am  schaphandyt  D. 

IS  wrdys  O,  wurd/    1  >  *  come  .  .  .  born  D.        "  weyl  0. 
14  it  schal  D.        18  Jwt  trust  not  in  >at .  )»i  D.         "  schape  .  .  be-forn  D. 

'•  >yng«  0.        »  fowl  0.  »  troabe  |wt  >ci  ben  D.  •    »  |>y  0,  cause  fr  D. 

18  spokyn  a  fals  )>ing  D.  n  sueche  trou^s  )wi  schalde  n« ' 

1§  wer«  a-tens  \*  feith  brekyng  D.  *  troujw  D. 

«  Hi  wnldyxt  not  I »  »-»  Left  out  of  D. 

lete  it  passe  f.  1.  or  ay  D.  M  ys  no  shaper  .  .  almyghte  0,  is  no  schapptrt 

In  ^e  ferate  D.     a  for- h lie  >at  it  grauwtyn  D.    of  alle  >inge  D. 


Do  not  believe  that  Sin  is  forgiven  without  repentance. 


pat  yn  |>e  vyrgyne  Mary  ly^t.1  580 

He  ys  shapper33  of  al  )>yng ; 2 

Of  al  £at  ys,  he  wote  )>e  endyng ; 3 

He  ys  bofe  god  and  man ; 

Alle4  he  wote,8  and  alle4  he  can.  584 

)>e  touj>er  shappere  Jjat  men  of  telle,6 

Beteche  we  hew?  j>e  fende  of  helle. 

3yf  )K>U  trowyst  sy?me  shal  be  foi^eue7 
vrMiouie  re"pentau?ice  &  shryue,8  588 

As  sum9  of  J>ys  lewed  men  seys, 
'God  of  heuene  ys  so  curteys, 
|3at  he  shal  on  domysday  certeynly   J 
For-}yue  J>e  sy;me  of  lechery ;  |  592 

lechery  ys  but  lygftt  symze, 
he  wyl10  haue  mercy  on  al11  )>eryn?ie ; ' 
pus  sey  J>ey  J>at  can  no  gode, 
And  Jjou}12  )>ey  he??iself  vndyrstode.      596 
3yf  J>ou  )>e  certeyn  wylt  lere, 
)3yn  for^euenes  mote  be 13  here  ; 
yn  )>e  toufer  werlde14  J?er15  we  shul  come 
jjere  ys  but  ry^tfulnes16  of  dome ;          600 
])ere  ys  al  ry^tfulnes17  at  }>e  last  ende  ; 
Aske  mercy  or18  )>ou  )>edyr19  wende, 
Elles  gest20  fou  no  for^euenes,21 
Here  ne  J>ere",  more  no  lesse.  604 

God  $yue  vs  grace,  or  we  be  went, 
To  kepe  J>ys  fyrst  c6mau?idment.22 

lyghte  0,  lyjt  D.  a  >ynge  0. 

woot  J>e  endyoge  0. 

Al  0,  alle  Jnnge  was  be-gynnynge  D. 

wootO. 

D  leaves  out  lines  585-6. 

7  trowe  )>i .  .  .  for  Jeuyri  D. 

8  repente  here  &  be  clene  schreuyn  D.    D  leaves 
out  lines  589-596. 

•  some.  10  wyle. 

11  alle.        12  Jx>ghe.        1:l  must  gyrane  D. 
14  In  o>cr  word  D.         15  wrldc  ]>cr. 

16  ryjtwysnesse  D. 

17  is  ry3twysnes.se  1 ). 

18  ar  O,  or  D.        19  hens  D. 

80  Ellys  getyst  0,  ellis  getyst  D. 


Ceo  eat  dune*  folie  a  crere ; 
Ki  Tad  crcu,  se  deit  retrere ; 
§  Ni  ad  nu  furmiir  fors  deu^, 
Le  roy  pussant  qe  meine  iceu^,b 
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H  Crere  en  nule  manere  deue^, 

t  Qe  peche  mortel  seit  pardone^  1206 

t  San$  repe?itance  &  coTifessiun, 

Qwant  odc  p?*estre  p«;-ler  peot  horn. 

Merci  trouer  nul  ne  purra,d 

Qe  ci  prier  ne  la  vodera6  1300 

Def  li  qe  ert  muwte  le  blanc  chiual, 

Cwn  vnt*  gabant  li  lecheral. 

Car  vn  home,  die?zth,  vendra 
|  Al  iur  q^^ant  deu  iugera,  1304 

Munte  un  blanc  chiufa]!1  serra 

Entieremewt  pardurrak 

Charnel  peche,  nomemewt, 
4.  Ceo  est  lecherie,  a  tute  gent.  1308 

Mes  mult  remeint  le  fol1  pense, 

Car  nule  manere  de  incontinence, 

Ne  nul  autre  mortel  pechie", 

San$  repe/itance  ertm  pardonti,  1312 

En  san^  cowfessiun,  ki  la  peot  auer, 

Sicu??i  mis  vus  deimes  premer. 
[Line  1315  is  on  page  24.] 


a  grant. 

b  Ni  ad  nuli  autre  furmur 

Fors  deu  de  ciel,  nostfre  seignur. 
c  ou.         d  M.  ne  poet  nul  trouer. 
e  Ke  ci  ne  le  voet  demander. 
'  Ne  de.  g  vunt. 

h  Ke  .i.  cum  dient. 
1  cheual. 

Lecherie  a  tutez  gerat  pardurra ; 
and  the  next  two  lines  are  omitted. 
1  ke  fous. 
m  nert.  n  Ne. 

21  for^euenesse  OD. 

22  >e  ferste  coma?mdenient  D. 


The  2nd  Commandment.     Lying  is  speaking  against  Conscience.          23 


612 


616 


[Hie  Second  Commandment.1] 

Til.'  toube/-2  comandement  ys,          607 
'Swere  nat3  hys  name  yn  ydulnys.'4 
''whan  boil  yn  ydulnes  swerest5  hys  name, 
)5ou  dost  hym  bere  wytnes  of  blame.   p»  if.  5] 
Yndyrstond6  bys, — )>e  menyng  ys, 
Alle7  yn  be,  be  wykednes  ys.8 
3yf  bou  sweryst  fals,  by  wetande,9 
And  for  soj>enes  ys10  vnderstonde, 
J5ere  takyst  bou  god  yn  by  sweryng 
To  bere  wytnesse  of  a  fals  byng.11 
Y  aske  *  whebyr  ys  grettyr  eye,12 
A  lesyng,  or  a  fals  tale  seye.' 13 
Here  mayst  bou  lerne14  a  queyntyse, 
To  knowe  of  bo)>e15  be  ryjt16  asyse  ; —  620 
)3ou  mayst  here  and  beleue  a17  fals 
£at  ys  seyd  of  a-nober  als, 
And  telle  hyt  for])  J)e  same  wyse, 
Ryght  as  he  vn-to  be  seyse,18  624 

An«l  3\ -f  bou  wene  bat  bat19  sawe  ys  ry$t,1G 
;t 20  hyt  be  fals,  bou  hast  no  plyjt  ;21 
byn  ynwyt,  J>e  shal  saue,  627 

.  enyst  to  seye22  weyl,  no  ply$t23  to  haue, 
A  lesyng  ha)>  weyl  wers24  wey  : 
)>e  tokyn  of  a  lesyng25  y  shal  J>e  sey. 
whan26  ys  a  lesyng,27  but  )w&  ys  hyt 

-''  hyt  ys  seyd  a^ens  ynwyt ;          632 
Soj^ly28  to  sey,  a  lesyng27  ys 

M  )>ou  wost  J>at  )>ou  seyst  mys,29 

1  Secmxlu///  ni.-inil.-itu//*.     '  N'l.n  assumes  nom.'ii 
dei  tui  in  v.inuin  '  I).        a  That  o^er  D. 
3  noght:O,  not  l». 

[net  < '.  ylilnene  D. 


comani)cm<'ut,  fSt  qe 

UC   fgf?    If   UUU   bCU    Clt 


»  est  ;    wiw  ne  prendrez  mie  en   uain  le  non 
nostre  seignur. 


t  be  D. 

vndyr8tuiic|( 
Al  0,  As  D. 


1  '    \  inlrrstonde  H«  menyng  D. 


<  as  in  }>e  is  wikkydnesse  D. 

*  suere  fals  wetende  I).         '"  it  is  D. 

11  of  faU  lesyng  D. 

11  qweche  is  more  unhable  D. 

u  a  Ule  culjiable  I).         u  iny)t  |wu  knowe  D. 

18  knowyn  of  Lotliin  D. 

17  Vnderstonde  J>o  trewe  &  D. 


•  telli))  his  a-ryse  D. 

"     J,.f   |>,.ll    \V,M1.'    |Mt     1>. 

»'  )K)gneO,  )K)wh  I> 
«  plyghtO,  plyjtD. 
H  wenyst  seye  O. 

*  he  sey  wel  K»nk  D. 

M  Lesyng  ha)'  a  wen  0. 
*»  tokene  of  lesyngu  0,  tokyn  of  lesyng    D 
(am.  H. 

»  qwan  D  (om.  a).         ' 
»  So^ly  0,  trcwe  D. 

•  qwhan  J».  w.  )vu  s.  a  nn 


24  Of  false  Swearing,  and  Disbelief  in  the  Godhead  of  Christ. 

U  »Cels  qe  creient  qe  deu  fet  eytb     1327 
Rien  qe  en  le  munde  seit  [on  if.  121  bk.,coi.2.] 
Fors  pur  bone  fin  &  vtilite;c 
Cheizd  sunt  en  cest  peche.a 
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And  $yf  JK>U  make  a  grete1  sweryng2 

For  to  manteyne3  J>y  lesyng;4 

Hym  Jan5  J>at  J>ou  by  sweryst,6 

Fals  wytnes  on  hym  )>ou7  beryst.8 

3yf  )>ou  by  god,  or  oure9  lady, 

Or  oujter  seyntes  )>at  )>ou  sweryst  by,     640 

JX>u  dost  hym  bere  fals10  wytnes 

Of  )>y  lesyng,4  J>at  so))  yt11  ys.12 

How  shul13  )>ey  J>an  help14  ])e  at  J)y15  nede, 

whan  )>ou  hem  drawyst16  to  by  falshede;17 

And  byn  inwyt,  byn  owne18  skyle,        645 

A}en  )>e  sey])19  and  euermore  wylle.20  JEIfl'j 

3yf  j>ou  trowest21  ]>at  god  was  nat  by  fore 
Or-2  he  was  of  be  maydyn  bore ; 23         648 
Or  $yf  fiou  trowyst21  bat  he  was  nogfit 
Before  or22  j>e  worlde24  was  wrogfit; 
3yf  j>ou  wene  bat25  verement, 
Hyt  ys  a}ens  bys  comauwdement.*         652 
God  was  euer  wyj?  outyn  bygynnyng 
Ar  J>e  worlde,24  or  man,  or  oufer26  j^yng. 

3yf  )>ou  trowyst21  fat  hys  manhede 
Haj»  no  powere  wz't/i  fe27  godhede,         656 
Repente  ]?e,  ))ou  art  yn  syrcne, 
For  ydylnes  hast  )>ou  hys  name 2S  ynwe  ; 

3yf  )>ou  trowest21  J>at  he  may  naght29 
Yn  heuene  and  erjje  hys  wyl  haue  wro^t,30 
)?e  manhede  ]>at  toke  flesshe  &  bone,     661 
£at  -with  \>e  godhede  ys  al  one ; — 

ende 

But  )>ou  repente  j>e  byfore  ]>y  fyn,31 
J)ou  mayst  be  lore,32  seyj>  seynt  Austyn. 


1330 


1  make  gret  D. 
*  snsteyne  D. 


our 


rvs  0.  7  )>ou  om.  D. 

0,  be  god  &  be  oure  D. 


2  sweryngc  0,  sueryng  D. 
lesynge  0.          6  J>anne. 
8  berys  0. 


10  fals  0,  beryn  fals  D,  fas  Harl.         »  hyt  0. 

12  >at  so  ysse  D.        »  shulde  OD. 

14  helpe  0,  >ei  helpe  D.        "  >y  om.  D. 

16  draghst  0. 

17  qwan  >ow  drawyst  hewi  to  f.  D.       18  owyw  D. 

19  A3ensey>  )>e  )>an  0,  a-geyn  sei>  >e  D. 

20  wyle  O.  21  trowst  0,  trowe  D. 
22  Ar  0,  not  be-forn  or  D. 

58  beforn  ....  mayde  bora  D.        24  wrlde  0. 


*  THncuwtre  cest  comandemewt,  1315 

Peche??t  eels  nomement 
Ki  ne  creient6  de  iliesu  crist, 
Qef  deu  ne  fut  ein^  qe  il  nasqwi^t     1318 
De«  la  nette  pucele  Marie, 
En  ki  sunies  avouerie. 
Auant  qe  deuh  le  mu?zd  cria, 
Deu  fut  iesu\  &  tutdis  serra.  1322 

eU  Gels  qe  creiewt  qe  le  fi}  es^1  meindre 
De  sun  pere,  qe  ne  poentk  ente?*dre,  — 
Repentewt  sei  de  ceo  pechie    [if.  121  bk.,  coi.  2.] 


Si  estre  ne  vodnwt1  dampne. 
t  1T  Ki  creit  qe  il  ne  peot  parfere 
f  Cesm  voluntes  par  tute  tore, 


1326 
1331 


repentance  perist  san$  iin ; 
t  Ceo  dit  muw  seignur  Seint  Austin.    1334 

»-»  These  four  lines  come  after  1. 1326intheMSS. 
b  Ceus  ki  qwident  ky  deus  ait  fet. 
c  bone  humilit^.         d  cheu.         e  Ky  denient. 
f  K'il.       8  En.       h  'deu 'and  '  iesu '  omitted. 
1  Coeli  ki  creit  ke  .  .  seit.         k  e  ne  poet  el. 
1  Si  il  ne  vout.   (For  1. 1327-30  see  top  of  page.) 
m  Ses. 

215  bis  D.         26  or  J>e  word  was  mad  or  ony  D. 
27  haue  no  p.  w.  his  D.         M  In  ydilnesse  hast 
)>ou  name  v/ith  D.  ^  noghtc  0,  not  D. 

30  wroghtc  0,  in  er>e  h.  w.  have  wroujt  D. 

31  beforn  for  J>i  synne  D.         ^  my^t  be  lorn  D. 


How  Men s  Oaths  by  Christ  tear  him  limb  from  limb. 


[Against  Swearing 

3yf  bou  were  euer  so  fole  l  hanly 
To  swerti  grete  obys2  grysly, 
As  we  folys  do  alle3  day,{ 

:embre  Ihesu  alle4  bat  we  may.  *  668 
.tyl  men,  for  grete  gentry,6 
wene  bat  grete  obys  beyn  curteysy6;    § 
ivies,  blode,7  fete,  &  y$en,8 

orne  Ihexu,  ami  vpbreyde  hys  pyn.° 
Of  hys  wouwdys  he  ha)>10  vpbreyd,        673 

shame  hyt  ys  bat  yt12  ys  seyd  ; 
Alle3  bat  he  suffred13  for  oure  frann-. 

:i  vpbreydyng  we  sey14  hy??i  shame; 
ilesshe,  hys  blode,  he  sliedde  for  J)e  ; 
wou/idys  he10  suffred13  to  make  be  fre; 
So  mochyl15  ys  oure  shame  be  more, 
})at  we  eft  pyii';1"  hy///  so  sore.  680 

And  bo  men  fallyn  more  yn  ply^t 
feat  sweryn  ober  fals17  or  ryjt, 
I5y  any  nn-nhre18  of  hys  manhede 
Bynebyn19  )>e  gyrdyl,  y  be  forbede  ;       684 
For  y  haue  herd  n:«-n  >were  swyche20  obys  ; 
To  )>enke  on  hew?,  forsoj>e21  me  lobys.   tjjjj,* 
A  lytyl  tale  y  shal-  }ow  telle, 

v  herde  onys  a  frer»"  sp«  •!!»  •.  688 


'/'Ac 

was  onys  a  ry<  IP   man 
grete  ofys  swere  bygan  ; 


t  H  Ki,  p«r  le  nun  deu,  fu//t  serei 

K  inrnsun^',  A    :  --nt,*  1336 

Ou  <\e  par  eustuiiK-  iurewt  \ 
II  pechent  en  eel  comandcn. 

t  IT  Homeb  qe  par  fol  hardiement 

t  lure  par  deu  horriblement,  1340 

Par  diuerse  me/nbres  sunc  seignur, — 
|  Cum  funt  les  fols  tuted  iur, 

•mt  seremerit  fuwt  par  curteisie; 

Mes  ceo  eft  mult  grant  vileinie         1344 
*  Si  desmembrer  «lu;'   Ihe«u, 

Qe  pwr  nus  en  croij  pene  £u.f 

Sun  bienfet  li  reprouej 
t  En  hiinte  de  vus,  ben  le  sache^ ;        1348 

Car  pur  mi*  en  le  mu 

E  meinte  doleruse  peine  sus 

E  pur  nus  de*  la  pucele  char  prtst, 

En  cest  munde  dolenis  nasquit,         1352 
t  E  pur  nus  pener  se  suflri,1' 

Dunt  souuent  auez  bien  oi  :* 
t  Pur  ceo,  i->7  H"X/P  k  hunt*-  greignur, 
t  Si  desrnewbrer  n^tre  seignur.  1356 

t  51  Mes  eels  vnt  peche  pltis  greuement 

Encuwtre  deu  omnipotent, 
t  Ki  par  les  memhres  desuz  la  seinture 
t  Del  duz  ihe#M,  fet  scrment  ov  iure,1  1360 

[Z/w«1361  i3  an  page '28.] 


/</. 

A  tale. 


n.  I>. 
3  al  0,  don  al  D. 

8  gret  gentrye  OD. 

*  )»ei  wene  gret  o>ig  were  citrteysye  D. 
7  neMes  l^in  blod  D.         »  ygne  0,  yne  D. 
M  O. 
lys  he  haj>  O,  handy  8  he  was  D. 

'.vt. 

>»  TOffervd  0,  suffryd  D. 

14  aeye  6,  in  vpbreyd  we  seyn  D.      >B  mechc  D. 
'•  eft  we  pynyn  D.        "  eyjxrr  sotli  I  ». 
w  menibre  0,  be  ony  mem) 


»  mensonge  fau«ei  b  Cil. 

s/re.         ''  tut  en.        •!•§!..  le  dui. 
f   K  y  en  croix  pwr  mw  ettoit  pen«lu. 

:-t   A.    K  inrilit.'  jM-ill  J'lT  li»*  s»li: 

merit  auex  bien  oi  B,  om.  A.     k  roi 
1  Ki  .  .  iure  B.     A.  read*— 

Ki  jw/r  deu  de  lute  creature 
le«u)  m  »eruitur«. 

»  be  ne>e  D.       »  I  herds  m.  §w.  •weehe  D. 

«  >o  Hngi«  of  hym  byjly  D.       *  I  will  > 
•  D. 
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The  Tale  of  the  Bleeding  Child :  Cfa-ist  torn  by  Oaths. 


For  ryche  men  vse1  comw?ly 

Sweryn2  grete  o)>ys  grysly.  692 

J)ys  ryche  man  wide  nat3  lete 

But  J>at  he  swore  euer4  oj>ys  grete. 

An  euyl5  toke  hym  on  a  day, 

J)at  he  syke  yn  hys  bedde6  lay ;  696 

A  nyjt,  as  he  lay  a-lone, 

A  womman  he  herde  make  here7  mone  ; 

j)at  yche  wo??iman  come  hy?n  by  fore8, 

w/t/<  a  chylde  yn  here  armys  bore.9        700 

10  Of  be  chylde  J>at  she  bare  yn  here  aruiys 

Ruttys 

Al  to-drawe  were  j>e  parmys ; 

Of  handys,  of  fete,  j>e  flessfc  of  drawyn, 

Mou)>e,  y$en,  &  nose,  were  alle  to-knawyn,10 

Bakke  &  sydes  were11  al  blody:  705 

j)ys  wo?ttman  sorful12  was,  and  sory. 

J)ys  man  for  here  wax  sore  agrysyn ; 13 

he  spak,14  whan  he  was  rysyn,15  708 

"what  art  Jwu  womman,  ]>at  makyst16  swych 

ho  haj>  made17  j>y  chyld  so  blody  V     [cryl 

"  )3ou,"  she  seyd,  "  hast  hy??i  so18  shent, 

And  vrtth  J>y19  o)>ys  al20  to-rent.  712 

|)us  hast  )>ou  dm  wen  my  dere  chylde,21 

wtt/i  ))y19  o)>ys  wykked  and  wylde ; 

And  J>ou  makest  me  sore  to  grete22, 

Jj«t  Jjou  )>yn  ofys  wylt  nat  lete.  716 

hys  manhede,  )>at  he  toke  for  j?e, 

J)ou  pynyst  hyt,  as  J>ou  mayst  se ; 

])yn  oj>ys  done  hy??^  more  greuesnesse  23 

)>an  alle24  )?e  lewys  wykkednesse.25        720 

Jjey  pyned  hym  onys,26  &  passed  a- way, 


vse  D,  om.  HO. 

to  swer«  [contra  iuratores  in  margin]  D. 
wolde  not  D.         4  but  euere  swor  D. 
A  neuyl  HO.        6  bed  D. 
he  herde  a  woman  make  D. 
]Mt  womare  cam  his  bed  be-forn  D.     9  born  D. 
10  gretly  >at  disfyguryd  is  .  brokyn  &  rent 

were  his  armys. 
of  hand  &  feet  >e  flesch  of  drawe  .  Mou>. 

ey^e  &  nose  .  as  al  to-gnawe  D. 
11  weryrc  D. 


12  Harl.  sorful  and,  was  wunder  D. 

13  sor  agresyn  0,  hir  was  sore  agresyn  D. 

14  spake  to  here  0,  &  spak  to  hir  qwan  D. 

15  resyn  OD. 

16  makst  0,  qwat .  .  .  makist  Jus  D. 

17  Ho  made  D.        18  )>us  D.         19  pyn. 

80  J)in  o>is  hym  al  D.       '21  drawy??,  my  child  D. 

22  glost  wepe  in  0. 

-3  greuusnesse  0,  care  &  dred  D. 

24  al  0,  alle  D.         *»  wikkydhed  D. 

28  onys,  om.  D. 


The  Tale  of  the  Bleeding  Child:  Christ  torn  by  Oaths. 

But,  J>ou,  pynest  hy?»  eue?y  day. 

Jje1  pyne,  he  suffred2  for  )>y  gode,      ^^f 

And  J?ou  vpbreydyst  hyw  of  )>e3  rode ;  7'J  \ 

Alle4  hys  flessh,  fan  J>ou5  teryst, 

whan  Jjoti  fal>ly  by6  hyw  swerest ; 

And  y"  am  euer  so8  [in]  mynde 

For  to  pray9  for  al  mankynde.  728 

how  shulde  y  lengyr  prey 10  for  )>e, 

lyche  makyst  fou11  hywi  to  be, 
And  oujje/-1-  many  mo  )>an  j>ou ; 
How  shulde  y  fan13  be  meke  to  ^ow?"  732 
iytyfe14  fat  lay  yn  hys  bedde, 
here  seyyng  wax  sore  adredde, 
And  seyde,15  "  $yf  hyt  be  j?y  wylle, 
Helpe  me,  lady,  fat  y  ne16  spy  lie.          736 
For  al  men  seyn,17  o  j)ou18  lady, 
)?ou  art  modyr  of19  mercy  !  " 
She  nnsweryd  to  }>e  caytyfe,14 

fals  o)>ys  ys  alle  )>y  lyfe  ; 2l          740 
what  mercy  mayst  \><>u  aske  JmrLjti--  ry^t 
whan  J>ou  J>us  my  sone  hast23  dygfct  ?  " 

v,  alle  my24  oj>ys  grete 
Fro  }>ys25  forward  wyl26  y  lete ;  744 

And  preche  to  euery  man  \>y  lore, 
f      |?ey  ofys  swere27  no  more." 

|?MU  \\vlt  of28  o)>ys  blywne, 

vl-'  v  pray29  for  )>y  synne,  748 

J>at  )>ey  may  be  fe  forjyue,30 
And  do81  penaztnce  whan  JHHI  art  >hr\ 

dlr  in. -n  |?at  lia//ntyn  grete  opys,  751 

Ip*'  In-///  at  nede,  certys  me  lo)>ys;33 

1  )wtD. 

IX        3  )>ot  D. 
4  al  O. "          •  flesch  )x>u  al  to  D. 

tn  Jxm  so  grysly  be  D.        7  y  J»an  0. 
*  I  am  eiwre  of  saych  a  D. 

i> . -eye  0,  pray  D. 

i«tr 
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;   b. 

ikst  >ou  O,  ruly  J»ou  nmkist  I). 

D.  »»  he  )>anne  D. 

0,  J)atcayt 

15  And  sevde  O,  ic.  seyde  lady  D.        w  not  D. 
|7  seyyn  p.        M  all«  men  seyn  of  J>e  D. 


"  In  grete  D.        al  lyfT^  0. 

M  qwat  in ••/ -. •>  niyU  >ou  a«kr 

0  qwan  )xm  hast  |««  my  dere  sone  D,  Whan  h»u 
my  sone  hast  )>ua  ydyghte  ?  0. 

44  al  myn  0,  alle  m\  :>  I  \  •«  -l.i>  <  > 

«•  wyle  0.  !  -iwre  wil  D. 

»  suew  oj.is  D.        »  so  Jif  >ou  wilt  I 

•'   ].n-v  «>.  pfWT>    I>. 

»  mown  he  )w  forjeuyn  D.       «  do  >y  0,  do  D. 
i  wan  .  .  schrcuyw  D. 
For  alle  )K>  )wt  grate  synnyn  DMcal 
to  helpe  hem  me  lojw  to  graitnte  D. 


28     Gentlemen  set  a  bud  Example  ty  Swearing.     Don't  Swear  by  the  Virgin. 


And  my  sone  wide  nc^ht1  here 

For  fals  of  ys,  any  prayere  ;  2 

For  he  comaumlef  to::  more  &  lesse, 

'  Swerc  nat4  hys  name  yn  y.lulnesse.'  "  756 

j>ys  womman  wtt/t  here  chylde  gan  wende  ; 

Blessyd  be  she  wt  t/r-outyn  ende  ! 

For  hewi  fat  ben5  of  ofys  bolde, 
For  hem  haue  y6  fys  tak;  tolde.  760 

J)ys  gentyl  men,  fys  gettours,7  [leafej 

|)ey  ben5  but  Goddys  turmentours  ;  8 
)>ey  turment  hyw  alle9  fat  fey  may, 
witfc  fals  ofys  ny$t10  and  day.  764 

But  30  leue  ^oure11  fals  sweryng, 
^oure11  vnkyndr  vpbreydyng, 
$e  shul  go  a  deueyl  weye 
But  $e  amende  }ou,  ar  $e  deye.12  768 

For  euery  gadlyng  nat  wurf13  a  pere 
Takyf  ensample  at  ^ow14  to  swere, 
So  euery  man  vn-to  oufer15  — 
J?e  pore  to  fe  ryche  ys16  brofer  —  772 

yn  ofys  ami  yn  wykknlhede, 

be  toon17  be  tober  to  helle  slial  lede. 

~  .  •  II  La  mere  ihe.s'u*  deshonorer,  1361 

5yf  bou  euere  swore18  by  oure  lady19 

,    t  Ceo  est,  hb  faus  mrer, 
yn  any  »  tyme  fals  or  wykkedly,          1  776       Ki  qe  dute  encumbrement, 

Hastly21  fe  [ferfro]  wttAdxawe  ;  Ceo  pechie  ne  face  nient.     [leaf  122]     1364 

Vengaunce  comf22  for  swych  myssawe.23        J  Plz^sc  tost  deu  ueniance  prent, 
whan24J>oa  sweryst  by  here  fat  he  Iy3t25ywne,       Ben<i  le  sache^,  mult  souent, 

He  takyf  M  more  to  wraf  f  e  fat27  sywne  }  780      ^{  a?  sa  mere  deshonor^ 

Par  faus  seremewt  qe  ad  iure,  1368 

Pan  fou  mysdedyst**  a3ens  hyin  Qe  gi  Qn  H  trespass^ 

wtt/i  worde29  or  dede  neuer  so  grym.  §  Qe  en  sun  du$  uentre  porta  ; 

.       •  to  HO,  ra,  D.       I  b  Pa-  luy  [If.  14,  bk.,  col.  2]. 


nt  D  ^ 

11  jour  0,  leuyn  jour*  (om.  fals)  D. 

12  qwyl  }e  may  D.  *l  Hastely  0,  hastily  D.        ^  comy>  0. 
u  wr>  0,  a  gadelyng  )»at  is  not  wur>  D.  '*  or  venoiounce  come  for  }>at  sawe  D. 

14  ofcre  D.        lft  o>er  0,  til  o)>er  D.  '*  qwan  D.        a  lygfite  0,  lay  D. 

w  to  ryche  is  his  D.        17  >at  oon  D.  *  taky>  0,  taki)>  D,  takf  H. 

18  swore  euer  0,  suere  eu«re  D.  *7  more  hed  to  hate  \>e  D.        M  dedist  D. 

19  leuedy  0,  lady  D.        »  ony  D  (om.  yn).  »  wrde  0. 


'>y  the  Virgin  is  worse  than  by  Christ.    III.  A'  >p  \odl  the  Holy  D<> 


Aiu  I  as  iH"<-li>-,  lie  to  \\yrn  nifkc))  !          783 
J>at  IU.T"  wurachyppy}'  or  here  besechyj).3 
Anselrne,  bat  hyt  wrote  t 
To  bys  clerkys  bat  woyl  hyt  wote  :  4 
More  divde  ys,  by5  here  to  swere, 

-  }'\"  \i\in  bat  she  dede  bere;        788 

he  takyth  for  here8  veniawnce9 

•  r  any  ober  chau/ice  :  10 

:ial  y  shr\\v  wh»-//  \\v  be11  went 

•  be  bryd1-  comaundement. 
|  ry$t13  canst  here, 

:    /Tii  inayst  bou  lere  :  * 
|3e  toon14  ys,  'holde  weyl  bvn  halyday;' 
j)e  touber,  'cure  lady  )>ou  wurschyp15  ay.' 
Now  shul  we  leue16  oure  ojjys  sweryng,  797 
Ami  speke  fyrfer  of  oujier17  fyng  ; 
we  shul  eft  touche18  of  J>ys  sy?me  [if.  6,  coi.2] 
when  we  be  come19  fyr)>er  wtt/<ynne.     800 


t  Ceo  uus  ad  Seint  Ancelme  dit 
Qe  en  la  fey  fut  clerk  parfit 


E  ceo  par*  cunte  cunfermerai,  1373 

Mes  le  ters  coma;/d<'iii<-;/t  auawt  mettrai ; 
*  Qe  dou^b  choses  en  le  cu?/te  trouere^ 

Si  \us  bone  gai  1.     \» -rne^,  1376 

t  L'un  est,  qe  \u*  deucj  lii-n'1  ffirer; 
t  L'autre,  qe  par  no«/re  dame  iurer* 

Ne  deue^/  plus  qe  \<»r  nox/n-  sei.^nur, 

Faus, — pur  amur,  m»  p//r  pour,—      1380 

Pur  la  dame  deshonorer, 

Qe  nus  deuu?ji  amer  si  chier. 


[77/'    Third  Commandment.**] 

The  )>ryd21  oommaimdement  yn  oure  lay 
•li'iMr  wt'vl  J>yn-:!  halyday,' 
And  come  blelyche  to  )?e24  seruyse 
whan  holy  rhyrche  setty)>  asyse.  804 

Of  al25  J>e  festys  |>at2(J  yn  holy  chyrche  are,27 
Holy  8u/tday  men  oght28  to  sj 


meche  he  meki)>  D. 

wwhepy)>  0  (here  om.  D).         *  be  seki|>  D. 

his  clerk  wel  I  wot  D. 

dere  it  is  be  D.         «  it  is  be  D. 

SOIHTr  f),    .SU/MKT'-    D. 

for  hir  IP-  t.iky>  D. 

vengaunce  O.         I0  ony  o.  greuaunce  D. 

I '. 

)>redde  O,  In  |>e  )iri<l<lc  D. 
1    ryghfcly  O,  R-ryjt  I).         I4  pat  COM  I  >. 
wrahepe  0,  >at  o\>er  wurscl 

D.         I7  for|»  of  O\KT  D. 

•  M .  i n . ,  i  ? , ,  vt  Mbbatum  wnctifices.    tercium 
n  D. 


£e  ters  ccmu/'bem'M  e>-'-  q»-  U"> 
garbr.  Ics  fcnres  q*'  su/'t  cstablh 
eu  scint  cglisc.1-' 

A  1  comandeme/tth  vnt  trespass^ 

Encuwtre  qe'  dm  ad  comande,   1384 
Gels  qe  eouerek  de  sur  symeine 
Funt  !«•  iur  d«-  dymrynr,1 
Ou  par  autre  iur  f.-. 

Qe  seint  eglise  ad  coma:  1388 

[Line  1389  i*  on  pay 

*  Cpe  i>"/-  vii.  h  .ij. 

None  garde  »MI. 
d  La  vnc  est  ke  bien  deues. 
0  L'autre  par  la  dan »  i  f  Xenl. 

•  est ;  WHS  garderez  vos  faircz. 


1  coe  (over I  > 
"  Kylee 


OVMM, 


«  bredde  0,  |»ridde  D. 

•*  fry  oT^wdUy  to  goddw  D. 

»  tlleO,  *1U»D.        «  |wt  MB.  1' 

r  arcn  D.       "  fre  holy  •.  m.  owe  to  fparcn,  P. 


808 


812 


816 


30       The  Pope  cannot  shift  Sunday.    Hallmv  it.     It  is  God's  own  day. 

Holy1  Sunday  ys  by  fore2  alle  fre, 
)5at  euer  $y  t  were,  or  euer  shal  8  be. 
For  )>e  pope  may,  jmrgfc  hys  powers, 
Turne  )>e  halydays  yn4  )>e  $ere 
How  as  he  wyl,5  at  hys  owne  wyl, 
But  J>e  Sunday  shal6  stonde  styl. 
pc  halydays7  }>at  yn  heruyst  are, 
In  jole8  he  may  sette  hew  )>are, 
And  of  J>e  }ole  euery  feste9 
May  he  sette  yn10  herueste.11 
But,  he  may,  burgh"12  no  resuw, 
)5e  suwday  puttyn13  vp  no  dowuw;14 
ftarfore  be  suwday  specyaly 
ys  hyest  to  halew,15  and  most  wurby;16  820 
And  bat  day  bou  owyst  and  shal17 
For  to  here  by18  seruyse  al  ; 
Matyns  messe  here,19  to  rede  or  syngge,20 
Euery  deyl  to  be  endyngge.21  824 

weyte  ))y22  tyme,  and  be  nat23  be  last 
To  come  whaw24  holy  watyr  ys  cast. 
Come  fyrst  to  matyns,  $yf  ba£25  bou  may, 
For  hyt  ys  goddys  owne26  day.  828 

God  made  j)e  wrlde,  este27  &  west, 
yn  syxe  days  ;  ]>e  seuenbe  to  reste.28 
]3an  restyd29  he  hyw  fro  al  er)>ly  werkys.30 
How  dur81  ober  prestys  or  clerkys,         832 
Or  )K>U  lewed32  man,  bat  day  werche, 
whan  J>at  day  ys33  hale  wed  yn  holy  chyrchel 
|?e  seruyng  man,  |?at  seruyjj  yn34  )>e  ^ere, 
Owe))  to  come  when35  he  haj>  leysere.    836 
ou  come  noght,36  algate  y  rede  t'f.ebk.] 


19  matenys  &  masse  D.        20  syngge  0. 

-1  euerydele  .  .  endyngge  0,  eche  su»iday  D. 

22  0.  omits  f>y ;  \>i  D.         »  nat  OD. 

24  qwan  D.         **  \>&t  om.  D. 

'•*  cristis  owyn  day  D.       m  est  0,  word  est  D. 

28  he  rest  OD.        »  restede  0,  restyd  D. 

30  fro  euere  werk  D. 

31  dur  J?an  0,  dar  J?an  ey>er  prist  or  clerk  D. 

32  ony  lewd  D.         33  qwan  it  is  D. 

34  a  seruaunt  sernywge  be  D. 

35  Howith  .  .  qwan  D. 

'M  nat  0,  not  D  ( '  Nota  benc '  in  margin  of  B). 


1  J>e  D.        2  be-forn  D.        3  shul  OD. 

4  all«J>ehalyday3i8ofD. 

*  With  cou/tseyl .  .  owyn  D.        *  muste  D. 

7  halydayjes  D.        8  at  300!  D. 

9  feat  O,  300! .  .  feste  D. 

10  yn  )>e  0,  he  may  setten  in  D. 

11  heruest  0.         »  ne  may  be  D. 

13  Earl  put ;  putte  O,  puttyn  D. 

14  down  0,  ne  doun  D. 

15  halewe  0,  hei3est  to  haue  D.         16  wr>y  0. 

17  by  license  for  shalt. 

18  >ou  to  hew  Jn'n  seruyse  al  D. 


The  special  English  custom  of  keeping  Saturday  holy. 


31 


Ete  nogfit  ar1  JJGU  haue  holy  brede, 
For  to  -  many  Jjynges  hyt  may  auayle, 
To  soule  helpe,  or3  lyues  trauayle.          840 
J?y  body,  $yf  it  )?an4  smartly  endes,5 
Hyt  ys  for  housyl6  a^ens  J>e  fendes ; 7 
An.l  holy  watyr  take  of  )>e  prestys8  hand,9 
For  anoylyng10  hyt  wyl11  J>e  stande.12  844 
Su///  tyme  hyt  was  wnt  to  be  dowun13 

ialewe  J>e  satyrday  at  )>e  nouw,14 
Numiilyche15  yn  Ing[e]londe ; 16 
Antl  nawer17  so  moche18  y  vndyrstand.  848 
when  J>at  custome19  was  wnt  to  be, 
jMii  was  grace,  &  grete20  plente ; 
And  )>ere  men  hau;ited21  J>at  custome22  lest, 
Fallej)  oft  tyme  grete23  tempest.  852 

)?e  satyrday  ys  specyaly 24 
Ordeyned  to  wurschype25  oure  lady,26 
And  J>at  for27  a  grete28  resim ; — 
wh:m  Ihesu  deyd  Jmigfi29  passyu;*,         856 
hys  dyscyplys  douted30  echou/i31 
u'hcfv  /  lt«>  shulde  ryse  or  noun.32 
All*-  f>at  beleued  yn  hywi  byfore,33 
A llr  here  beleue  was  nygh"  forlore,34       860 

:"  fryday  J>at  he  deyde, 
To  tyme35  )>at  he  ros,  as  he  seyde. 
But  hys  modyr,  vyrgyne30  Marie, 
She  bare  )>e  beleue  vp37  stedfastly         864 
Fro  fe  fryday  at  )>e  nou/i 
Tvl  alle  )>e  satyrday  was  doun,88 
A n.l  alle39  J>e  ny^t40  tyl  )>at  he  ros,        867 
( )f  alle89  oure  beleue41  she  bare  )>e  los ; — 

1  not  til  D.         a  to  am.  D. 

1  (To  am.),  soulehelpe  for  D.      *  it  D,  >an  HO. 

4  endys  O.         •  housul  O,  hosil  D. 

nO.        "  ofpristisD.        »hond<0. 
10  a  noyntyng  D.         "  wyle  0.        Ia  stonde  0. 
1    i loan  0,  wont  be  don  D.         "  at  non  D. 
"  a  namely  D.        16  y nglande  0. 

'  >,  nowhere  D.        »•  mechil  D. 

.:u  D. 
"  gret  O,  \>er  grace  &  al  D. 

I  <?r  men  ban  D. 
oi). 


a  ofte  .  .  .  gret  0,  often  many  D. 

94  specyally  .  is  D. 

39  wrehepe  0,  honouro  D.          *  ladye  0. 

27  ys  for  0,  ia  for  D.  *  gret  0. 

*  (i  wan  i.  deyjede  >orwh  D. 

30  doujttedyn  D. 

91  echone  0.        *  none  0,  qwc|*r  .  .  non  D. 

n  Alle  |x>  )wt  trowcdyi* .  .  .  Worn  D. 

34  troupe  was  forlorn  I).        »  dey*ed  .  til  I  >. 

M  bleatid  D.        *  N  tru^c  D. 

»  non  (am.  alle)  .  .  al  don  D.        »  al  0. 

48  nyght  0.        4I  trou>>e  D. 


32         The  Tale  of  the  Vine-Storms  and  the  Saturday  Half  Holy-Day. 


rystyn  men  belenyw  now1  cclion, 
In  here  b«t  tyiue  was  hyt  alone 
And  for  bat  skylle,  ban3  bynkeb  me, 
])e  satyrday  may  here  oune4  be  :  872 

fearefore  bat  day  al  holy  cherche 

5  seruyse  of  here6  bey  werche. 

ry$t7  now  for  be8  same  skylle,9  ^f  $*•• 
A  tale  berforii  telle  y  wylle.  876 

The  Tale  of  the  Vine-Storms  and 
the  Saturday  half  Holy -Day. 

In  Nauerne,  be-^unde  be  see,  *       A  tale10 

In  Yenyse,11  a  gode12  cyte,13 

Dwellyd  a  prest  of  Yng[e]lond, 

And  was  a-uaunsed,  y  vndyrstond.         880 

Euery  $ere  at  be  florysyngge, 

whan  be  vynys  shulde14  spryngge, 

A  tempest  bat  tyme  began15  to  falle, 

And  fordede  here  vynys  alle ;  884 

Euery  }ere  wat/ioutyn  fayle, 

And  fordyde  here  greto16  trauayle. 

Jjerfor  be  folk17  were  alle18  sory 

)3argh  be  cyte  comuwly.19  888 

]3ys  prest  seyd,  "  y  shal  30 w  telle 

what20  shal  best  bys  tempest  felle  : 

On  Satyrday  shul  $e  ryngge  noim,21       891 

And  late  no  lenger  no  werke  be  douw  : 22 

But  halewefn]23  alle  comuraly 

Yn  be  wurschype24  of  oure  lady ; 

For,  bat  manere25  hale  we26  we 

1  leuyn  D. 

2  was  a  Ion  D.         8  )>en  0.         4  owyn  D. 

6  Her  0.         B  her  seruyse  for  her  D.       7  ry>t. 

8  >ys  0.        9  >at  ilke  s'kil  D.        10  narracio  D. 

11  0.  a  later  hand  has  inserted  in  before  a. 

12  grete  D.         13  Cytee  O. 

14  qwan  her*  vynnys  gwine  to  D.         15  gan  D. 
16  ior-dede  al  her  D.         17  folk*  0. 

18  al  0,  weryw  alle  D. 

19  alle  comounly  D. 

20  qwat  D.         21  J>e  s.  s.  }e  rynge  non  D. 

22  lengcre  werk  be  don  D.         <23  halewyn  D. 


*  II  En  Auerne*  vtre  mer       .extmpium.  1389 
Auint  ceo  qe  voil  cunter,        [on  ir.  122,  coi.  i] 
Par  uj/t  ii^/x  VMS  dussum  chastier 
Voj  feiresdebrus,-  1392 

E  uostrec  dame  nomemeftt 
Deshonorer  par  fol  sereme;/t. 

Yn  p?'odome  religius 

Pur  uerite  le  cunta  n?/-s  1396 

Qe  en  eel  pay  soiurna, 
Sicu??i  sun  p?-elat  li  coinanda.1' 

t  Mes  chescun  an,  a  florisuns, 

f  Qwant  vignes  florissewt  par  custums,  1400 

t  Vne  tempeste  venir  soleit  [if.  122,  coi.  2] 

f  Qe  lur  vigues  destrueit ; 


t  Mwlt  se  doillere?it,  ae  resun,  1403 

Qwant  faillercrit  lur  vignes f  par  custiu//. 
H  Yn  iur,s  en  vne  citee, 
leo  crei  qe  Viuersh  est  apelc — 
Yn  prestre,  de  Engletere  ne',1 
Tiel  cunsail  lesk  ad  done  :  1408 

"  leo  crei,"  dit1  il,  "  pur  ueritu, 

t  Tant  me  afim  en  dawpne  dee, 
Qe  si  v?(5,  les  iursn  de  samadi, 
Noune  sone$  a  haute  Midi :  1412 

f  Pus0  feirez,  en  tute  manere 

a  Aluerne. 

b  nus  dussum  estre  chasti/- 

E  nos  fairez  bien  garder  de  gre". 
c  la  duz. 

d  Quant  cest  ave?itwre  aui?it  la  [If.  15]. 
e  e  a.  f  Ke  lur  v.  f. 

K  Avint  issi.  h  Ke  aniuers. 

1  n6  B,  ne'e  A.  k  lur.  l  fist. 

m  affi.         n  Si  vus  le  iours.         °  E  pws. 

24  wrshepe  0.         ^  maner  0. 
26  be  ]>at  maner  halewyd  D. 


The  Tale  of  the  Vine-Storms  mid  the  Saturday  Half  Holy-Day. 


.  In_;l..nd  yii  oure1  cuntie ; 
S.vurf  -  better  $oure  offryngys3 
•li  \\-L-yl  all.-  50111-'"  fynges.4 
An.  I'  syf  50  do  fus  goddys  heste,6          899 

uicf?  5»>ure  vynys  fro  fe  tempest."7 
At  hys  i.-u//>.-l.  on  )>ys  manere 
\vede  fey,  al  fat  yche8  $ere  ; 
\vliaw  hyt  come  to9  somer  tyde, 
Tyiue  of  fe  tempest  to  vnryde,10  904 

\\nys  florshede11  feyre  &  weyl 
utyii  tempest  euery12  deyL 

!iau/;ded  fey,  and  made13  a  cry 
Yn  the  wurschyp,14  of  oure  lady,  §        908 
'  ( )n  satyrday  shulde  men  noun  ryiigge,  || 
And  syfyn  halew  of  alle15  fyngge, 
And  here  tyfys  to  ^eue16  ry^t17 

bettyr  at  here  myghV  912 

so,  grete18  tempest  secede  al,        [leaf  ?j 
•ii  jjeyr19  frutys  was  wnt  to  fal. 
n,  oumd  yn  fat  cuwtre 
}  '-y  made  nat  fys  solemnyt  .  916 

were20  here  vynys  al  destroyed, 
:        Ik-1  mochyl22  a-noyd. 
F>-1  livt  nn-    a  satyrday 

n  hyred  f.lke  t6-4  ful  pay;  920 

})-   half  day  n«?  halewd25  he  noglr 

•  I-7  liole  day  hyt  shulde  be  wroght;28 
>mew  fat  non/r"1  fey  rong,31 

vim!  h»-//f among:33  924 


896   f  Sicu/M  home  fet  en  Engletere, 


1  )*t  0,  In  ynglowl  my  D. 
;euy)>  O,  Jeue  Je  D.        3  offryng  D. 

>  better*  Joure  newyng  D. 
0  and  D  omit  And.        •  heat  O,  be-bent  I  >. 
fro  tempest  D.         8  halewodyn  D,  om. 
>e  0,  qwan  it  cam  |>e  somerys  D. 

;  Mt  X'i"  Vji  h\«lf  D. 
11  floreschedyn  I).         '    \v/t//  nut  tach  a  D. 

Tnaundyd  \n\\\  k  madyn  I*. 
14  wnhepe  O. 

13  al  0,  halewyn  of  alle  D.        w  ty|>U  j. 
17  ryght  O.        "  )w  gret  0,  )»e  gr« 

*  weryn  D.        -'  folk  <>. 

*  *  aft  |w  folk  meche  D.        a  it  fel  so  D. 

II  \  M 


1416 


t  E  vos  dimes  a  dreit  doue^, 
Cum  deu  ntw  *  ad  comandej, 
II  de  uus  auerab  inerci, 

t  Vos  vignes  gardera,  sache^  de  I 

t  H  Solun  le  consail  qec  lea  ad  di; 

t  Cel  an  apres  unt  1 

t  U  E  qwant  viut  le  tens  d'est^e 

t  Furent  lur  vignes  ben  sauu6. 


M.  ; 


t  Crier  fuwt,  qe  ad  tutes  anej, 

||  Par  samadi  noune  fute  sc>i 

§  A  Midi,  pur  la  dame  honorer, 

t  E  pur  sa  amur  apres  f  « 

t  Lurf  dimes  ausi  meu^  douer, 
Come7/cewt,  qe*  ue  fire/it  premer  ;      \\-^ 
E  les  tewpestes  trestu^  cesserent 
Qe  auant  les'  molesterewt. 
Par  tut  le  pays  en-uirun, 

t  La,  ou  ne  aueint  ceok  custum,  1432 

t  Souent  fei^e  fiire;«t  gaustej 
Lur  vignes  en  le  tens  de  estej.1 
U  Vn  iur  vn  home  gewt  vetm  luer 

t  En  sa  vigne  purn  trauiliT  ;  143G 

t  Le  Samadi  ne  les  pardona,0 

t  Mes  pur  iur  entier  les  lua.p  nti«,bk..ooLij 

t  Le  Samadi  a  midi,  mine  sonereut,1* 

t  Sicum  il  customers  er«-i  111*1 


»   VU8. 

0  k'il.  d  Esteit  comandex  k'cn. 

0  fust  noune.        *  E  lur.        •  k'il. 
11  Kinz  les  tempcstes.        '  Kc  en  aua: 
k  ou  il  ne  aueient  celc.        '  gasto  .  .  ent«;. 
»'  A  vint  ke  .i.  horn  veil  gent 

•  aemaine.  °  uout  pardoner. 

P  aeusaloucr.  *  »>i 

r  Sicum  euattim  ilokea  e>t 

*  herede  folk  to  )»  D.         *  halewede  0. 
M  haleday  he  halcwid  not  D.        v  al  au  0. 

88  for  on  t»  holyday  bo  wrout  D.         »  com  0. 
»  cam  .  noon  D.        M  rongr  O,  run^ 

*  aa  it  was  D.         •  MM^f  <  ». 

D 


34 


/.s  struck  ^ own  for  working  on  Saturd«u  <jjt<nioon. 


1  ft  wyrkmen  horn  ward2  $ede, 
But  he  and  hys  dede  fur])  hys3  dede. 
Oufer  men  seyd,4  fey  shuld  nat  werche 
Lengyr  fan  fey  rong5  none  at  fe  chyrclie.6 


t  Ouerurs  al  ostel  par  tuta  alcreut, 
t  Mes  ilb  en  la  vigne  t/vtuillere/it. 
t  Autres  ouerurs,  cqw«nt  ceo  virext, 

De  lur  peche  les  repmtivnt,  1444 

Pur  ceo  qe  il  ne  feirerent 

sicu//i  il  encustume}  erewt;c 

Mes,  apres  qe  noune  fu  sone, 

Vnt  en  la  vigne  trauille  ;  1 448 

Pensird  dussewt  de  lur  alme, 

Dient,e  &  do  honorer  no#£re  dame. 
*  Mes  un  iura  sunf  serement, 

Par  nostre  dame  qe  il*  lerreit  nient,  1452 
t  Neh  pur  li  ne  feirereit 
t  Plus  qe  il  feirer1  ne  soleit. 


"  Comyf  alle  home,  &  hauyf  douw,        929 

And  halewof  w/t//  vs  at  fe7  nouw 

In  fe  wurschype8  of  oure  lady, 

As  now  ys  custome9  comunly."  932 

One  of  hem  swore  hys  of  e     * 

feat  he  ne  wide,10  for  lefe  ne11  lofe, 

Halew12  more  at  fe13  none14 

Jjan  hyt  was  wnt  to  be  done ; 15  936 

Ne  he  ne  shulde,16  for  oure  lady, 

But  wyrche  forfe  fe17  day  holy.18 

Dowuw19  he  smote  hys  mattok, 

And  fyl  hym  self  ded  as  a  stok.20          940 

(21Mattokaisapykeys, 

Or  a  pyke,  as  su??i  men  seys.21) 

fee23  caytefe  lay,  and  my3t  nat  speke ; 

Furf,  for  ded,  men  gan  hym  streke ;      944 

Men  cryde24  fast  'a  prest,  a  prest.' 

But  no  wrde  come  out  of25  hys  brest. 

As  fey  stode,  &  made  grete26  frong,27 

A  gode  man  stode  he??i  a-mong,28  948   f  H  De  grant  fey  il  esteit,1  un  prodom, 

And  seyd29  "  fys  man  ys  at  fe  ded ; 

wyl30  30  do  alle  at31  my  rede? 

Alle  men  fat  fys  chauwce  sees,       [if.  7,  coi.  q 

Syttyf  dowurc  vpp-on  ^oure32  knees ; 33  952 

And  pray  we  god,  fat  alle  fyng34  may, 

And  to  oure  lady  fat  owyf  fys  day, 


t  En  taut,  sa  howe  en  tere  feri,k 
E  la  parole  outremewt  perdi  ; 
Confessir  le  cheitif  se  uoleit, 

Mes  il  parler  ne  poeit. 


1456 


t  Qe  dist,  "deu  pur  lim  prium,  1460 


1  A10. 
3  here  D. 


-  homwarde  0,  homward  ]>ei  D. 

4  seidyn  D. 
8  rouge  O,  runge  D. 

6  at  cherche  D.  1  J>is. 

8  wrshepe  O.         9  custum  OD. 

'«  schulde  not  D.        »  no  O.        ™  Halewe  0. 

13  halewyn  m.  a.  f>at  D.          I4  noun  0 

|*  dou^  0,  for  t.  be  don  D.       w  he  wold  not  D. 

7  fur>  >at  O.         "  forth  al  dayly  D. 
Down  0,  Doim  D.        2°  at  >at  strok  D. 

21  not  in  D.        «  Mattokc  0.         *  pat  D 
24  creydvn  D.        »  wurd  cam  fro  D. 
28  gret  0,  stodyn  &  madyn  get  D.        *  }>rongc. 


a  Autres  ouerurs  a  1'ostel.  b  ceus. 

mut  les  blaraai./  1 

ke  fairer  cwn  custuwi  fu  ne  voleieut. 
d  Kwant  penser.  «  om.  A. 

f  il  iura  grant.         «  k'il  ne.          h  Ne  ia. 
1  ke  fere.      k  A  tant  vout  ouerir,  e  a  tere  chay. 
1  foy  esteit  la.         m  pytusemerct  deu. 

28  amongc  0.         -9  seyde  0 

:{°  wyle  0.          3i  Wil  3e  don  alle  be  D> 

\\n  opon  joure  0,  oure  H. 
ra  seen  .  .  kneen  D. 
34  al  >y«g«  to  god  ]>at  al  D. 


How  Prayers  for  the  dmvn-struck  Saturday-working  JA/?t  restore  hi), 


-he  grawzte  vs  swyche  a1  $yfte        9-V> 
be  may  speke,  &  take  hys  shryfte,2  * 

vaid,  j>at  he  &  we 
Shul  rii'  /•  more  chastyed3  be."     J 

;       to  prey  on  knees4  gan  falle, 
ian  spake  fyrst  among6  hem  alle :  960 
in  y  swore,  he  seyd,  so  hastly,7 
wide8  nat  leue,  for  oure  lady, 

day  of  my9  note, 

hande  y  sagh  come  to  my  prote,    964 
And  l»yld»:  me  farby  so  sore11 

.  to  30 w  myjt12  speke  no  more, 
lady  was  wtt/f  me  so  wro]>e 
swore  by  here  an  oj>e,  968 

wide  nat  leue  for  here  to  werche 
men  rong18  noun  at  J)e  cherche ; 
'  rehelpe  hadde  be,  )>at  was14  so  nere,* 
i:id  m»;  hadde15  strangled  here.   §  972 
;o  J>at  stondej)16  me  bysyde, 
:'-yd  for  me  )>at  yche17  tyde, 

'>te  }e  alle  be 
ire  preyers  ha))18  saued  me."        976 

il.-  ys  alle19  )>e  entent 
T"  kepe  weyl20  j>e  co??imau7tdement, — 

.  to  holde  wel-1  \>yn  halyday 
lie  J>ynge22  fat  )>ou  may.  980 

:  >u  shalt  swere  vnwurechyply,24 
ire  lorde,  ne  by25  oure  lady. 
ii  halfwi-  nut2*1  gostly, 

leuyn  no  foly.        984 

1  graunt'  vs  Jxtt  D.        a  k  take  .  schrifte  D. 

« >,  chastysyd  D. 
4  qwa/i  )>ci  on  knees  uoun  D.         •''  pat  D. 

*  amongc  0,  among  D. 

7  &  aeyue  o.wan  I  swor  stedfastly  D. 

•  I  scliuM  I).         •  to  halewe  .  .  myn  D. 
*  &  1 )  y  sore  D. 

13  J*>V  i^e  0,  >owb  men  range  non  D. 

•  re  helpe  be  J«t  was  0,  ne  wer  hit 
t>ot  is  D.         l3  )>at  hand  me  schulde  a  D. 

14  stondyn  OD.        17  prrye<lyn  for  me  in  pat  D. 
"  $oure  preyer  hab  < '  -  yerys  ban  D, 

H          "alOD.         »  holdyn  wel  D. 


*  Qe  sa  parole  li  seit  gran  to 

I  A  couenarat  qe  apres*  seit  chast 

Pur  le  home,  unt  deu  tuj1'  \ 

E  cil,  qe  sires  est  de  pi  1464 

Sa  parole  li  ad  grante. 
t  H  Le  home  lur  ad  tantost  cu 
t  'Qe  quant  pa/-  la  dame  iura, 
t  Qe  pur  ly  ouerir  ne  lerra,d  1468 

t  Vne  meyne— ne  sout  du///  \ 

t  Fermf  par  la  gorge  li  tint, 

t  Par  unt  parler  ne  poeit ; 

t  E  par  tant  ben  saueit,  1  1 7  -j 

t  Qe  nostre  dame  fu*  corouce 

t  Qe  par  li  out  f clement  hnv, 

E  en  tant  Tout  deshonureh 

Qe  sun  iur  ne  aueit1  f  1470 

§  "  Tut  me  ust  dek  la  main  estrangle,  pf>lt« 

*  Si  sa  eyde  ne  me  ust  socureV 

t  E  v//x,"  dit,111  "<i'  \»tr  int-i  auej  requis, 


t  Regracie*  seiej  an  tutdis." 


14SO 


t      Ceste  cu?ite  \us  purra  valer 

t  Pur  le  comandemerat  deu°  meu^  tenir  : 

t  Le  premer  est,  bien  feirer ; 

t  L'autre,  nient  f  element  iurer.  1484 

t  U  Espiritalmewt  Pne  feirent  nient 
<  vis  qe  lessent  folementp 

•  k'il.         b  Pur  coely  vnt  tui  deu. 

lunkes  lur  ad  issi  cunte  TIC  15,  backj. 
-1  iurait .  .  lerrait.      °  mein  dist.     '  Ky  fermr. 
K  de  coe  fu.    h  en  tant  Tout  dcshonure  B,  om.  A. 
1  out.     k  Tost  me  ust     >  sa  eie  . .  eust  mustre, 
m  dit  A,  om.  B.          •  ma 
0  Pur  .ij.  comandemenx. 
P-P  ne  funt  faire 

Gens  ke  folement  vnt  lesM. 


a  weylO,toom.D.    flt 

33  in  clene  lyuyug  .  man  wvf  ft  may.  D. 

'•*•  ne  swer«  not  m-wur|»ly  D.         *  1-y  m,  1>. 

»  iweche  men  halwyn  m-:  *  )•  **.  D. 


Again*?  ,,  Carols,  Wrestlings,  Assemblies  of  Women,  &c. 


Jyf  )>ou  make  karol  or  play,     * 

JX>u  halewyst  nat  J>yn  halyduy.1 

3yf  J>ou  come  on/  /gladly  far  tyl. : 

And  ^yuest  farto  mochyl3  j>y  wyl,          988 

yn  J>at  hast  )>ou  mochyl4  ply;t,        rif.  7,  backj 

For  synwe  wyl5  come  Jmrgli  swyche6  sy$t. 

3yf  )>ou  euer  settyst  swerde  eyfer  ryng7  J 
For  to  gadyr  a  wrastlyng,8  992 

]>e9  halyday  fou  holdest  nogfct 
whan  swyche  bobaunce  for  fe  ys  wro^t.10 
Cuntek11  fere  corny)),  or  ouj)er  bobauwce,1- 
And  Bum  man13slayn,  or  lost14  Jmr^e15  chauwce. 

3yf 16  J>ou  euer  yn  felde,  eyj>er  in17  toune, 
Dedyet  floure-gerland  or  coroune18 
To  make  wowmen  to  gadyr19  fere, 
To  se20  whych  fat  feyrer  were  ;  1000 

))ys  ys  a$ens  J>e  comwauralenient, 
And  fe  halyday  for  fe  ys  shent ; 
Hyt  ys  a  gaderyng  for  lecherye,21 
And  ful  grete  pryde,  &  herte  hye.22  1004 

3yf  fou  euer  ianglyst  at23  messe 
Yn  )>e  cherche  wz't/i24  more  or  lesse, 
And  lettyst25  men  of  here  preyers,26 
For  hem  perel  solely27  )?ou  berys ;        1008 
)3e  halyday  J)ou  holdest  nat28  ry$t, 
And  lettyst  to  wurschyp29  god  almy^t. 
Halyday80  was  made  for  preyere, 

1  brekyst  >in  holyday  D. 

2  come  gladly  J*rtille  D. 

3  Jeue  J«rto  meche  D. 

4  haddist  )>ou  meche  D.        5  wyle  0. 

6  swylkc  0,  of  J>at  D. 

7  settyst  euer  swerde  or  rynge  0,  $if  >ou  cause 
peple  to  gret  gaderywg  D. 

*  gadere  a  wrastlynge  0,  to  make  revel  or  D. 
9  J»i  D.        10  n  wan  suycli  ryot .  .  wrout  D. 

11  Cunteke  D. 

12  or  o.  dystaunce  0,  &  distaunce  D. 

13  suwme  men  D.        u  and  lost  0. 

15  Jmrghe  0,  &  lorn  be  D.        ls  And  jif  D. 

17  or  in  0,  or  D. 

19  Sette  fflowr  carlond  vp  on  \>i  crouw,  D. 

19  wommen  gadere  0,  to  do  women  gadere  D. 

20  see  0,  sen  weche  f> .  .  ore  were  D. 


De  bens  fere  espiritaus  ' 

A  tels  iurs  funt  les1'  mans.  1  l.ss 

Sachej  ausi  dec  uerite, 

Qe  malemr^t  vnt  trespass^ 

karoles  par  feires  menent, 
E  eels  ausid  qe  pur  folie  les  veent.    1492 
Mwlt  uient  mal  de  tiel  iuei 
Pur  ceo,  defendre  les  ad  mcst-  r. 
H  Sachewt  pur  veirs  les  lutui*?, 
Qef  lutes  funt  a  tu^  iours,  149G 

|  Motons  metterzt,  espeies&  pendent, 
Blames  serru?zth  si  il  ne  amendent. 


t  H  Corounes  ne  gympeus'  ne  pewde^, 

t  Pur  gewt  assembler  a-fole^  k :  1500 

t  Tiels  choses  ne  deiuent1  regarder 
t  Par  iurs  q««nt  deue^  feirer. 


H  Plein  est  de  desnaturesce, 

Qe  soue/tf  le  iur  a  la  messe  1504 

Deu  n'enm  ad  regracie 

a  bens  .  .  B,  ben  .  .  espiritals  A. 
• b  A  teus  iurs  e  lessent  tuz. 
c  E  sachez  de  fin.  d  E  ecus  ke. 

e  Mut  de  maus  venent  par  tel  ver. 
f  Ky.         8  espees.         "  L'ahne  pc?-derii7it. 
1  wimples  [If.  15  bk.,  col.  2]. 
k  pender  .  .  afoler.  l  deuez. 

m  Ky  deu  ne. 

21  of  lecchery^e  D. 

22  herte  enuy^e  D. 

2:1  J>ou  make  langelyng  at  ony  D. 

-4  with  o?n.  D.        ^  to  lette  D. 

M  preyerys  OD.       ^  al  here  pereyl  forso|>e  D. 

28  haldyst  nat  0,  fin  holiday  ...  not  a  D. 

29  wrshype  0,  ]>at  lettyst  to  wurschep  god  of 
myjt  D.  'M  }e  haliday  D. 


Hoi n  Days.     The  Tavern  is  the  Devil'-  A 


1020 


1023 


To  god  oure  herende1  for  to  bere.         1012 
.3  we  ou$t  J>aw  wit//  ful-  inynde 
reye  god  vs  of  sy/me3  vnbynde, 
yn  gode  lyfe  vs  wysse  &  rede, 
An-  1  for-$eue  vs  al4  oure  mysdede.        1016 
f>ou  liauntyst  to  make  J>y5  play 

rne  on  J>e  halyday, 
any  on  corny})  jwrfore6  euyl 
ru//<biM-;uiHrj'7  of  J)e  deny]. 
•hyrchr  wyl8  }>e  werne 
!  \.l  ay  to  go9  to  J)e  tauerne, 
And  iiainly  byfore10  JJG  nou/i 
wha/i  goddys  seruyse  owyj>  to11  be  don//. 

|>3  deuylys  knyfe 
l'-J)  J>e,  oj>er  soule  or13  lyfe; 
of  J)ys,  shal  liyt14  do,  [if.  7,  bk.,  cui.  2] 

>u  hau»te  comu?*ly  Jmrto.15  1028 

i  iortyj)  J?y  lyfe,  ouer  moche16drynky  ng<>, 
17  slej>  )>y  soule  vfit/t  bakbytyngge; 
.  )>  J>y  body,  and  make]?  J>e  drye,18 
1  Irch.  rye19  to  glotonye  ;     1032 
Ami  f«-  comaundment  ys  brokn//, 

tlyday,  byfore  of  spokun.-" 
J>"u  d«»  any  man  o  dawe21 
li;ily«lay  1W  any  lawe, 
be  nirn  ^ivuusly-'-  werclie 
-  )>e  state  of  holy  chyrche  : 

and  for  fe  pees, 
J»e  halyday  god  hyt  clie- 

>ou  •MI*-/-  w/t//  iogeloure, 


Des  biens  qe*  li  ad  pri- 
Souertf  deuej  de  den  pmsir 

nt  vtw  voderej  a  dreitb  feirir. 


L508 


1036 


1040 


0,  arende  D.  l^e  ful  of  D. 

Ac  pray  god  out  of  >y  MI.   vs  D. 
;.-ue  vs  D. 

to  -lo  D. 
t>orw  encoumbraunce  1  *  '.-  0. 

lay  togon  D.         10  be  fora  D. 
•jwil  .  .  .  M-hulil.-  D.  :    •  Mimi  i». 

>tm  soul«»  &  D.        u  pe*e  it  schal  D. 

i  D.         I0  mechc  D. 
it  drevje  D. 
gadery :  many  D. 

&  )>e  comaunde- 
spoken  D. 


U  Les  tauenies,  qe  seint  eglise 

Defendu  a«l  \»n-  u/-ant  r«»intise,c 
t  Ne  hantej  pas  par  iur  feirable,d 

Mes  beue^  assoj  a  uew^re  table. 
^  Mais  rnu.-n.-^t  tmp  so 

De  tiel  fol  assemblenient 

Mis  ki  ne  velte  a  la  tauerne  aler 

De  li  ne  cessent  fols  parler  ;  f 

Mes  sachie^  ben,  qe  ceo  funt, 

EnfernK  p^/-  tant  desserui  unt  ; 

Ou  il  de  ceoh  se  repentiru/tt, 

A  vifs  deables  en'  irrn//t  : 

Pecheurs  suwt  tielsk  cheitifs, 

Bien  le  chacent1  deables  uifs. 

^1  De  malueism  fables,  &  chancons, 

Retrowenges,"  «fc  autres  folium  1  "'_  1 

Fere,  ne  oyr,  a  tels  iurs, 

Xnl  ne  deit,°  cu///  funt  plusnrs. 


1  ."»  1  L' 


[Uaf  its] 

1  .">  1  •; 


I."»L'M 


U  Qe  la  gent  vrlt1'  \«-r  p»Midiv. 
Lur  pech6  ex/  ankcs 
Si  il  delitent  LMI  Iur 
Cum  funt  les  vns  fols  longain>->. 
U  Garde^  ansi1  <!<•  larnn  inger 
Par  iur  qe  dent-;  tViivr  : 
As  houres8  de  \»->  A  .!••  >«  ii 
V//x  sunt  vos  om.-'  maul.-;. 
11  Cels  ausi  q»-  p"/-  nul"  ini.  i 


•  k'il. 

•'•  f*  irabil. 

u  Enfer. 

k  ceus. 


1  "»•"»- 


voildrez  di 

ioet.          f  foua  ine-s-parlcr. 
11  Ov  ici.        '  Ov  a  uif  deblet  s'en. 
'»  Kent  i 

•    Kot.ri.s.  nuli. 

ViUMlt.  '• 

r  G.  via  ben.        *  ouere  [If. 

!   t.ui-/.  «  ke  jnir. 


•A    ^m  ^_nmm^ 

'•     sU.-.'Jl'-    Jll.    V-    H 

»  preyer  O,  to  be  holy  in  lyuywg  D. 

N   .Plivn-.l  ||  1». 


38    Don't  gamble  before  Noon  on  Holy  Days.     The  Fourth  Commandment. 


vrith  hasadoure,  or1  wt't/i  rotoure, 
Hauntyst  tauerne,  or  were  to  any  pere2 
To  pley  at  )>e  ches8  or  at  J>e  tablere,     1044 
Specyaly  before  )>e  uou;/ 
whan  goddys  seruysr  (.wvj>4  to  be  dou?/, 

ys5  a^ens  )>e  comaumlment 
And  holy  cherches''  asent.  1048 

3yf  JK>U  be7  *  infra  sacros,' 
And  art  a  clerk,  &  bast  J>e  loss 

-•ilxlekene,9  or  dekcne  by  name, 
So  mocbe  art  ))ou10  )>e  more  to  blame.  1052 
|)ys  lerned11  nu-n  ;\  ur//1-  t-nsample  so 
frit  JK-  K-wd1:;  men  )>e  more  mysdo. 
God  $yue  us  grace  J>e  balyday14 
To  kfpi:1\  UK-MI  cryst  to  pay.  1056 


t  As  echeks  ou  al  tabler,  lf>3G 

Ou  par  mil  iua  en  autre  guise, 

t  Lessent  oyr  lur  seruise, 
Nomement  ab  grant  fr\ 
Sacbent  pwr  ueir  qe  il  unt  peche.  1 

t  Si  ceo  seit  clerc  ordem', 


t  Tant  cst  greignurc  sun  peche.  ; 
E  tant  qe  le  ordre  est  pl?w  haut, 
Tant  osf  pk*  gref,  si  deu  me  saut.     1  ~>  It 


\Tlie  Fourth  Commandment™] 

The  four))e  comau?*dment  ys,  "  oure 
Fadyr  &  modyr  we  shal17  honoure." 
Certys  j>e  chylde  trespasyj)  ful  yl18 
pat  wyl1'-'  nat  do  )>e  fadrys  wyl ;  1060 

)>e  chylde  owyj>  hys  wyl  al20  do, 
But  dedly  synwe  be  Jjar-vnto  ; 21 
For  god  forbede})  swych  sywne  algate,  * 
For  loue,  or  for22  drede,  erly  or23  late.  1064 
Ellys  yn  al  J>yng-4  bat  we'-5  may,         [leafs] 
Fadyr  &  modyr  wurschype26  we  ay.27 

3yf  )>ou  euer,  yn  euyl  wetand28,    J  1067 
On  fadyr  or  modyr  leydest  by?$2<»  hand,  § 

1  oj*r  0,  or  (ony  royto?tr)  D. 

2  were  helpere  D.        3  at  ches  D. 
4  oghte  0,  qwan  .  .  schulde  D. 

8  It  were  D.         r>  t>at  al  holy  cherche  D. 

7  Jif  he  were  D,  'ordred'  inserted  in  a  later 
hand.  "  k  he  were  clerk  &  hadde  )>e  loos  D. 

9  Sodeke  (om.  of)  D.        10  meche  he  were  D. 
1  lerenyde  0,  |x;.se  lerede  D.         ia  Jeuyn  OD. 

•  de  O,  lewde  (om.  J>at)  D. 
14  oure  holiday  D.        M  |«t  it  be  D. 

16  Quartuw  mandatmn  IT  Honora  patrem  &  ma- 
trem,  vt  sis  longetius  D. 

17  )xm  schalt  D.     18  do|>  ful  ille  D.      "  wyle  0. 


quart  romanbcme/4  cst  qc 

boUOUVC>  ptcrc'1 


P^ncu?itre  ceo,  fu?^t  premerement, 
t  ^    Gil  qe  ne  simt  obedient 
t  A  fere  qe  les  vnt  comande 

Pere  &  mere,  san^  peche ,e  1548 

Mes  muj  des  tiels  suwf, 

E  mult,  grant  peche  funt. 

Mesf  nul  peche  ne  deue^  fere    [if.  i-x,  coi.  2j 

Pur  comandemer^t  de  pere  ou^  mere  ; 

Ne  nul  home  religious  1553 

A  sun  prelat  est  tant  tenu$ 

De  pecher  par  sun  comandeme?fct. 
*  Car  dotere}  done  deu  nient'1,  1556 

Qe  comande  nent  pecher, 

Pur  manace,  ne  pwr  home  paier. 


a  pur  nul  geu. 


par. 


c  Dunke  est  greindre.         d  vosti'Q  JMT. 
e  hors  pris  pech6  B,  and  omits  the  next  two 
lines. 

f  Kar.        «  ne. 
h  Kar  dunke  ne  dotereit  deu  uent  B,  deu  om.  A. 


-°  to  D.         -1  \>erto  D.         "  0  omits  'for.' 
2t  Not  to  do  .  erly  ne  D.  24  J>yiig«  0. 

-'  al  }>at  euere  ]wu  D.  ^  wrshepe  0. 

<<n  ay  a?irf  glossed  '  euere  '  i»  0,  D  ow.  we. 
-"  ?if  ony  man  in  euyl  euere  wetende  D. 
>J9  leyd  on  D. 


Don't  curse  Father  or  Mother,  lut  Obey  them,  and  keep  em  when  they're  Old.    39 

Hyt  ya  comaufl  I-  1  yn  sum  lawe1  4-  J  11  Si  1'enfant  seit  issi  aft. 

|-       \vycli  men  shulde  be  dou?i  o  dawe.2  ||  §  Qea  piere  ou  mere  eyt  botej              1560 

Yimejjys  shuld  )>ey  mercy3  fynde,        1071  £*r  mal®  ™lunt*>  ou  jeru> 

T,                       ...         •    i,   ,      i       i  Dijmes  f  ut  estre b  pendu : 

For  swyche  a  chylde  ys  kalled  vnky.de ;  <  ^  De^eQ  Ja  ley  ^  cPomaftd , 

No  bysshope  may  $yue  jjerfore5  dome  ||  Tiels  oscire  sans  pii.-.                         1564 
But  j>e  pope  of  j>e  court6  of  Rome. 

5yf  Jjou  were  euer7  so  fehm  t  U  L'enfant  qec  lea  ad  anguissej 

:  idyr  or  modyr  J>ys  malysu/i,  1076  t  Oue  dure  respuns,  ou  maudiez,'1 
Or  stonde9  a^ens  hew  yn  answere, 
i  widest  nat10  bowii  ne  forbere, 

J3ou  hast  sywned  fan  dedly,  t  Encuntre  deu  ad  trespa.- 

••iuli:li-s  pcnaii/ice  wurjjy,11               1080  E  ceo  sache  il  ben  pt*re  uen              1568 
But  sonu  Jjou  )>er-of  fe 12  shryue 
he  bowyng  yn13  al  )>y  lyue. 

^yf  J>y  fadyr  or  modyr  bydde14  ]>e  ou3t  do,  ^  Gil  n'est  mie  bon  enfant, 

And  }>ou  wylt  nat  blefly15  J>arto          1084  t  Qec  lur  coma/zdement  fet  groinant; 

l.ut  euer17  gruchande,  Tut  face  il  lur  volunt.-. 
-lialt  weyl18  vndyrstande, 
);  '.  ^^ri  J»//u  do  forfe  }>y19  dede, 

):     synne  ys  moche  for20  to  dredc.       1088  t  Nep*«-qw«nt,f  en  sun  qeor  ad  peche.  1572 
Jx>u  ogfityst21  to  bere  penauTice  gryin, 
['••u  Ljn-uyst  a  lytyl—  hyni. 

al  )?y  iny^lit,  and-:!  ry^t  god«-  \vyl,  t  Espleitalment^,  &  volunters, 

J)yfadrys-»  hyddyn;^-"'  )?ou  slialt  fulfyl.  1092  t  Face  qe  li  est  comandej.11 

yn  elde, 

for  pouert28,  may  he??*  self29  t  H  Si  pere  ou  mere  out'  inester, 

wtl.l-.  f  L'enfant  les  deit  de  gre"k  aider          1576 

1  iy Id ry n  a iv  lioldc  fan,  )>urgh30  ry^t,  t  En  seruise  curteisement, 

!    inygfit.  1096  E  sustenance  honorement : ' 

bfl  I '.         a  a  man  schuldo  be  slawe  D.  *  Ky.     b  D  .  .  est  k'il  fust.     «  ki  [If.  16,  < 

3  mercy  shulde  Jwy  O,  Vnnejw  mercy  schulde  d  A.  omits  this  lin.-.        •  Coe  nchez  ben 

4  on  kymle  D.  :;tnt. 

*  J»er  of  0,   JKJ   byschop   J*rof  may  not  Jeue  h  Deit  fere  tuz  lur  voluiitez. 

doom  D.  »  ait.            k  par  dreit 

i  'ope  of  gret  Rome  D.  '             E  smnr  unit  rurtoi* 

ii  v  U?  D.        "  her  D.        "  stant  D.  E  •ustener  honurtbloi 

t  D. 

0,  ft  endeles  pyne  art  wurj-i  D.  '•  al|-.\\h                 n  D. 

'»  l«r  of  |>ou  >e  O,  JH>U  Jwrof  Harl.,  M  )>er.of  »  jit  J>.  s.  mechil  U  D.            0ml  D 

De  D.  «  a  Htil  greuetl}                 "  in  D. 

13  &  to  ho7/i  bowe  Ir5  D.  ••  fadyrs  O.        *  f«d«yi  enU-i 

II'  "falfynD.      *  »wt  nevjwr  D.     «i 

13  blely  0                                 D.        "  Be  OD.  •  hym  aelf«  0,  hew  be  D. 

17  euero  0,  •> .  .1  •                     •  «  auiteyne  0.         "  :«1  O.  aft-  r  h.-r  I ' 


40  Don't  give  up  your  Land  to  your  Children  till  you,  die.  Tale  of  a  Fowl 


so  at  mysese 

And  fey  may  lyue  wel2  at  ese, 
But  fey  help  hem,3  fey  are4  to  blame 
And  wrfy  to  haue  wrldes5  shame.        1100 
pogfct'  fey  haue  fe  mysdou;/, 
pou  shalt  nat  fynde7  enchesouw 
pat  fyn  help8  be  fro  hem  went,      [if.  s,  •«>!.  •*] 
F..I-  hyt9  were  a^ens  fe  comauadment.  1104 

Y  se  men  fat  purchasours10  are, 
pat  coueyte  catel  vritfi  sorwe  &  kare 
Here  chyldryn  godii  for11  to  wynne, 
And  here12  soules  synke  for  synne.      1108 

And  of  er  men  also  y 18  see, 
pat  ^yue  here  chyldryn  bofe  lond  &14  fee 
For  to  fynde  hew15  sustynau?ice 
yn  here  age16,  for  alle17  chauwce.          1112 
po  men,  me  fynkef,  most18  mysdo, 
pat  $yue  here  gode  fro  he?ra  so ; 19 
Hyt  were20  bettyr  holde  here  land,21 
pan  begge  hyt  at  a-nouf  ers  hand  : 22 
M»'ii  wexen  sone  sadde  of  he??i  fat23  craue 
Whew  fey  weyl  wete  fat  fey  nagfit24  haue. 

warne 

By  a  tale,  y  shal  }ou  mono, 

pat  fyl  betwyx  fe  fadyr  &  fe25  sone.    1120 


En  tant  suwt  plusurs  a  blamer  1579 

t  Qe  poureme/jt  les  eydewt  en  lura  mester; 
Ne  pite  ne  uintb  en  lur  qeor 
Quant  les  veient  meseise  auer ; 
Ceo  estc  pech^  encuwtre  homesce, 
Car  ceo  est  grant  desnaturesce.          1584 


U  ChescuTZ  home  fet  grant  folie 
Qe  se  desmetd  en  sa  uie, 
Qe,e  pur  enricher  sun  enfant, 
Sei  memes  fet  mendiant  ; 


t  Meus  vaut  qe  eu$  urentf  mester, 
1116   t  Qe  vos  enfans  mendiuer.8  [if.iss. 


1588 


[The  Tale  of  the  Fond  Father, ,] 

Of  a  man  fat  sum  tyme  was, 
y  shal26  $ou  telle  a  lytyl  pas. 
Of  hys  sone27  he  was  gelous, 


A  tale,   t  IT  Iadi$  de  vn  prodomh  oy  cunter, 

t  Ceo  qe  vus  voil  ci1  rehercer  : 
1123   t  De  sun  fy  fu  mwlt  gelu^, 


1592 


I  &  )>ei  sen  D. 

a  weyl  O,  moim  lyuyn  wel  at  here  D. 
3  hem  helpe  OD.        4  am  D. 
5  wrldys  0,  &  were  wur>i  worldys  D. 
"  |»ghe  O,  Jx>wh  ])ei  ban  to  D. 
7  fynde  none  OD  (eschesouw-  D). 

*  helpe  0,  >i  helpe  be  not  fro  D. 

•  it  D  (om.  For). 

10  I  se  pottrchasowrys  in  labottr  D. 

II  &  for  her  childryn  good  D. 

w  t»wh  her  D.      * 13  many  me?i  now  1  D. 

14  Jeuyw  here  childryn  good  in  D. 

15  to  fyndyu  hew  her  D  (om.  For). 


a  Quant  p.  .  .  en.          b  vnt.  c  Cest. 

(1  s'en-pouerit.         °  om.         f  ke  de  vus  aient 
K  Vos  enfans  ke  de  vus  eus  mendier. 
h  .i.  horn.        {  Choses  ke  v.  v. 

16  her  elde  D.       17  al  0,  alle  D.      18  gretly  D. 

19  3euy>  her  lond  so  hem  fro  D. 

-M  3yt  were  hem  OD. 

21  better  to  here  lond  D.        -  a  nober  bond  D. 

'£}  orky?i  soone  with  "hem  to  D. 

'24  bat  wetyu  wel  >ei  no  good  D. 

25  be-twen  be  good  man  &  his  D.        -(i  I  wil  D. 

27  child  D. 


Tale  of  a  F<  If-  gave  up  all  to  his  Son,  who  neglected  him.     41 


;  ?aiie  \\\i,t  all.-1  liys  land  v 
And  al  hys  catel  in  toune  &  felde, 
J>at  he  shulde  krpe  hy//?  wel-  yn  liys  elde.  § 
ng  man  wax  fast3,  &  was  iolyfe, 

,  1  was4  to  take  a  wyfe;         1128 
In-  weddyd  one,  &  broght  here'  home 
with  alle  }>e5  myrj>e  \<tt  \>erto  come;6 
He  badde  here  fyrst,7  loude  and  stylle,  1131 
To  serue8  hys  fadyr  weyl  at  hys  wylle. 
Sone  aftyiwarde,9  |>ys  ^ongii  man, 

h'-rte,  hys10  J)0ght,  chaunge  !»•••_: an  : 
Tt-ndn •!••'  In-  was  of  wyfe  and  chylde,   1135 
Jjan  t<»  liys  fadyr  ojrar11  im-ke  or  mylde. 
nf  ,,  day,  In-1-  J?«»^nt  [four  or]  fyue;13 

_  14  hym  foglit  hys  fadyr  a-lyue ; 

And  euery  day,  bo)>e  |>e  toon  and  )>e  toj><?r,15 

1  hy//<  wcyl  wers  [>an  oj>er.ui       1140 

we  J>ys  man,  wha/i17  lie  gan  mone  [8bk.] 

For  J)ogfit  fat18  he  $af  so  meche19  hys  sone, 

••Idc  man  was  broght  so  logh20 
Jjat  lie  lay  ful  colde  besyde  a  wogli.21   1144 
])ys  olde  man,  vp-on  a  day, 

;i.  d  hy//<  Jjat  he  colde  lay: 

ie  seyde,  "  for  goddys  loue 
wrye--'  in--  w/tA  *\\,,,  <  h.Jje  aboue."        1148 
))e  sonc,  f>ii  was  )?e  husband 
To  whom  was  $yue'  alle23  )>e  land, 
vd  hys  sonc,-4  ,V  bail«-  \iyni  take 

li«-  dfd»-  make,        1  \'t'2 
And  badd.-  hy///  turn.1  hyt  tweyfolde-7 

<>,  sd.nl. le  liy///  ?i-uy/i  D. 
fasteO  :   rti     I'.         4  }af  O. 

Oomit- 
.il  in-ry  IP-  >p;ik  t«.  hir  \  .-.un  D. 

lU'boJw;'  bad  of  .  .  .  '    !     l> 
n  (<nn.  wevl)  D.  I  > 

I).         lf  <nn.  o>er  D.         '    liyin  OD. 
iiij  or  fyue  D.         u  Long«  0. 

I  >. 

!\V.l!l    I>. 

•M-  D. 


Sicuw  plusurs  gen^  ueums*; 
*  Sa  tere  pur  ceob  n  si-na, 

II  se  demist,  &  le  fij  entra ;  159G 

Tu$  ces  chatels  ensement 

Li  granta  entierement,0 
§  Qe  en  sa  ueillesce  li  8eruist.d 

t  E  Tenfante  femnie  prist ;  1 600 

En  1'ostel  sun  pere  le  amena  ; 
t  Qe  ben  H  seruist,  le  comanda. 
'•    ICefl  ij/mnt  enfant  out  sa  mulier, 
t  Sun  qeor  comenca  a  changer ;  1604 

t  De  cesf  enfanj  fu  bosoignous, 
t  De  eu$  \>\us  del  veillard  gelu^.* 

E  sa  femmeh  ensement, 

Serui  sun  jM-n-1  j.l//v  t.-uem.-nt.  1608 

Chescun  iur  jilus  qe  autre, 

Le  veil  home  suffri  defante  :k 
t  De  ceo  qe  a1  fi$  fet  aueit, 

de  ceo"1  M  ivj.ci.  1612 


t  H  Vn  iur  s«-  j.leint  \\\n\\  de  fn-id 
t  A  sun  63,  qe  la  mosnn  t-neit;" 


I'll-'. 


!•'.  il  sun  eyr"  ad 

Si  li  ad  un  sac  baillr ; 


v.-huius.     '»  ly.     '  '  tiit.Hitrrim-iit(lf.  16,l)k.J. 
Par  si  k'en  .  .  ummt  B,  wruui^ 
l'i-.  t«»st.        f  Kntur  MS. 
i  de  ens  kc  de  son  pere  fu  gelus. 
sa  femnie  B,  am  '  !«•  villard. 

Ins  <le  autre  sui!  •  It-fan  t  le  villanl 

1  I  Mint  tie  coe  ke  a  son  B,  a  om.  A. 
111  tenement,  coe  crai. 


.IP.      \\ 
*  al  O,  lowy>' 

»«hecu]  0. 

»  his  D.        »  twofold*  0,  to  fol-l  1>. 


'/'<•'   of  a  Fon  .     While  you  live,  don't  give  up  your  Lwid  to  others. 


And  ley1  hyt  on  hys  fadyr  for  colde. 
fce  chylde  [dede2]  as  he  bad  \\\m  do, 
Toke  a  sak8  &  karf4  hyt  yn    two.        1156 
Hys  fadyr  spake  to  hyw  ;ornr." 
"  Sey,  why  liast  J>ou  )>e7  sak  shorne?" 

vide  answeivd  hy//*"  yn  i 
A  wurde  Jmrgli  )>e  holy  gaste,'-'  1160 

"  J)ys  dede  haue  y  do  for  J>e ; 
Code  eusample  ;yuyst10  fou  me 
How  y  shal  serue  )>e  yn  Jjy11  elde, 
whaw  )>ou,  )>y  self,  mayst  nat12  welde;  1164 
n\lfe  sak3  shal  lygge18  by  fadyr  aboue, 
And  kepe  J>e  tourer  part14  to  by15  behoue.16 
Vnkyndly  boil  techy.st  me  be17  gode ; 
Of  unkynde  cum]?  vnkynde18  blode."  1168 

19J5ys  ensample  were  gode20  to  kone, 
Bobe  to  be  fadyr  &  eke  to21  be  sone. 
God  ys  nogfct  payd,  here22  we  fynde, 
J)at  be  sone  to  be  fadyr  ys  nat  kynde.23 1172 
))arfor  spekb24  Salamon 
To  fadrys  &  to  husbandys  echon,23 
1  Jje  whylys  Jwt  ;e  may  drawe;oure26  hand, 
;  v  ue  J)  ne  \ier  a wey  2"  ;  oure  land ,       1176 
And  make  ;oure'->s  self,  sogettys  to  be29 
To  hem  bat  owyn  ;ow  seruee.'  80 
Anober  wysdom  a  clerk  vs  telleb,  [if.8bk.,coi.s] 


t  Sur  SUM  pere,  le  comanda  geter; 

t  Mes  1'enfant  <•>•/  cntur  le  sac11  trencher. 


t  Sunb  pere  li  dfinandu, 

t '  Pur  qei  il  le  sac0  trencha.' 

t  L'enfant  al  pere  respundi  a,'1 


1620 


t  "Pur  ceo,  sachcz  vwx.  If  1   ;. 

t  Qe  ensample  done;  a  luWre f  damage 

t  Coment  vus  serue^f  en  uos/rc  aj^c  ;      1G24 

Pur  ceo,  le  sac  voil  trencher, 
"i"  La  meiteh  a  uo^rc  piere  bailler, 
t  L'autre  part1  a  vous  garder.  1627 

Duret  couert  serre;  qwant  ertk  mester." 

[If.  123,  bk.,  i-cl.  2] 

t  H  Asse;  fu  beal  le  docume?itl 
t  Al  piere  al  fi$  ensement, 

Ceo  qe  1'enfant  pronuncia, 

Sicuw  deu  lem  espira.  1632 

t  Pur  ceo,  ditn  Salomon 

Qe  fu  si  tresages  horn, 

"Trop  ne  vws  abandone^ 

A  vos  enfan;  qe  \us°  engendre;  ;      1636 

Meus  valt  qe  de  vus  eient  mester, 

Qe  vus  de  en;  mendiuer."1' 


1  leye  O,  leyu  D. 

*  dede  D,  om.  HO.  0.        4  karfe  0. 

8  he  tok  ...  on  to  D. 

6  O.  glossed  'vaste.'    he  seyde  to  ]>e  child  hy?/i 
be-forn  D. 

7  qwhy  hast  fxm  \>n»  \)i»  D. 

'  liy//j-  answerde  D.         'J  hely  gast  D. 

10  tffst  0,  Jeue  D. 

11  pyn  0,  \>i(fi  schal  I  ]>e  senit-  in  pin  D. 

'-  qwhan  )xm  mayst  not  |«-  l.e  D.         1:1  lyn  D. 
14  &  I  schal  kei>e  bat  o\»er  D.         15  byn  D. 

16  D  adds  2  lines: 

bou  must  ban  ncdis  cloth  &  <  «u  n 
&  I  provyde  for  be  be-forn. 

17  lernyst  me  to  be  D. 

1H  onkynde  .  corny |>  onkynde  D. 

Tbis  example  were  good  to  knowe. 
bobe  for  be  liyje  &  lowhu  D. 
•,'ood  D.        21  for  be  fad<r  &  D. 


a  entur  a.         b  Le  sac,  e  sun. 

c  koi  ke  sac  en  .ij.  <l  ad  respundu. 

e  vi(s  le  face,  coe  saclies  tu. 

f  Example  me  donez  a  tun. 

K  Cum  ioe  te  seruirai.         h  raoite. 

1  part  B,  om  A.        k  era  couert  kwant  as. 

1  enseingnement. 

m  Cum  le  seint  espirist  1'. 

n  E  yur  coe  dist  ben.        °  k'.        ^  mendier. 

22  not  plesyd  as  D.      -:!  I"/-  !»«•  .  .  .  vnkynde  D. 

-4  spckyp  0,  seytb  >e  wyse  D.      -"'  ciu;rychon. 

20  30111-  0,  qwhyl  .  .  .  3o«r  ond  D. 

n  jeue  neucr  a-wey  al  D. 

28  jow  0,  lour  D.         20  to  be  soget  D. 

80  serue  0,  to  seme  }ow  bet  D.  D  again  adds  2 
lines  :  '  do  be  cou?iseyl  &  make  it  sekyr  '.  J^at  it  be 
truly  sauyd  fro  bekyr ' ;  but  then  leaves  out  two, 
1183-4,  'Ne)>y  .  .  .i-j.-n.-.' 


Don't  make  your  Heir  or  Doctor  your  Executor.  Always  tai        .         r's  Advice.  43 


Senek,  J>at  moche  of  wysdoin  spelly)),1 
'Ne  be  }ou  neuere2  yn  swych  rrrour    1181 

..;ike  )?yn  eyr  J>y  secutour,3 
X-  f>y  sekutoure  )>y  fysycyene, 
Yn  hope  for  to  leue  a-^ene.'  11^! 

J>yJ>yn&  fr4  eyr  soy))  Jjys, 
))at  byfore  was  J>yn,  he  halt  hyt  1; 
]3yii  executuiv,'1  to  haue  J>y  Jn 
wide  Jwt  J)ou  madyst  J>yn  eiulvn-.         !  '  — 

J)ou  owyst9  to  do  no  J>yng10  stylle     | 
w/tAoute  Inn-  of  j>y  fadrys  wylle;11 

-  take  no  \vyfe     || 

0  make  l»«-t  \vyxe13  3011  stryfe  ;       1192 
Ne  no  grete  jjyng14  beye  ne1-"1  s.-llr 
3yf  Jvm  vmlyr  hys  gouernau/«v  '"  (hvt-11.-. 
To  relygyuw  )>ou  mayst17  go  * 
w/t//out.;  cu?iscyl  of  anyls  mo  ;  1196 

An.lt..'  '  holy  land,  jyfjwuliauehythetb 
Syb,  ne  vnsyb,  may-1  hyt  !«•; 

A  clerk  J>at  folylych.--:!  dyspendyth  J 


An.  I  wyl-'"1  nat  ;ytu-  liyni  for  to  lere      1201 

;aft,  ..r  «.iijvr  mystere, 
wykk'-dlyHn-  al  J>/^t  g««lc  he  dyspcndyj)-7  1 
)>at  hys  fa.lyr  for  g..d<-nesse  spelyf.28    1204 

•id  a-rii/,rt.--"  slmll  IK-  he  sette  ^ 
•iV8  endyng,  whaw  lie  slial  he30  fette, 
o  hys  tymc  haj>  al  forloiv,:!1   |       1207 


4.  U  Qe  g/v/ut  chose*  fot  sanj  lur  cunsail. 
||  Cu/  ,  ceo  scrreit  mal : 

*  K"epurqwant,b  ki  a  deu  vclf  aler, 
Ne  les  couient  nuld  cunseiller; 
Car, — san 3  ciwsail  de  pere  ou  mere, 
E  san  ciiNsail  de  seoree  ou  frere, —    \ 

*  En  ordre  rendre  v?/*  purre^, 
§  Ou  croiser,  si  v// 

Si  estre  quidej  desturl.. 

Par  lur  cunsail,  ou  (  n; 

11  Fi$  ou  fille  kef  sustret 
§  Rien  qe  en  la  mesun  seit 

Lur*  pere  ou  mere,  par  folur, 

Auer  deiuent  de  ceo  pour. 

Si  quidew^  qe  ceo  n'estu  jx 

A  homicides  suwt  com] 
I  U  Clerc  qpf  foleni.-nt  d.->]--ud 

Lur  dciu-i's  vV  IK-'  a i .rent; 
t  Tu$  les  deners  adk  cmble^, 

Kn1  ['civ  A-  mere  trespasser 
§  H  Alias!  qr  tlirnu/t  al  ii:_ 

Qwrmt  (U-u  di'inandm  estrcitcmcMt     16GO 
4.  De  lur  tens,  qe  unt  j>i»rdu 

J'ar  lur  rag68  A    lur  i 


MM-  hil  of  wysdam  telli|*  I). 

9  secateur  D. 

4  tyng"  b'»  O,  Of  nl  H  pood  .  |,in  I). 

6  al  |wt  was  or  is  .  h«-  t.-llith  lii,  l». 

:t.,i|l    O.   .  • 

-•  n,  j.in-  I» 

'  !••  l»>u  .  .  . 

•  owst  O.       10  I",  •       0,  Do        i.inx  l«.\\.|  • 
11  D  adcU  2  in-.],    Ijn.-s  :   ^/t  i-,  t.i  s.'Vii  .  t  ik  |-u 
i'/-ys  l.y.l.lyng. 

13  §eyn  D.        u  betwen  D. 

14  grot    j.VI:          '  D  1' 

17  In-to  reli^i 

19  to)ieOI'  t«D. 


»  Ke  choses.         '•  Nrk.-lt-ut.         l   v 

d  ni-nt.         °  Ov  de  nul  H»nir. 

8  A  lur.         h  S'il  ii.-  -i  .  .  DOt  : 

k  n«I  iiKilriiii-nt.       '  ••iHMinttv.      m  par  lur  gen. 


v  O. 

••  er  D. 

0,  M  good  M  stcl 
gene  1 ' 

*  g-xlenea.     )mt  |«i  fadrr  sjM'iuiiili  for  |-i  good- 
n«we  D. 
»  «<• 
sl  ha)>f' 


44       Deal  honestly  toith  folk's  IF///*.     Yucr  Heir  in  the  worst  Executor. 


And  a$ens  hys  fadyr  so  hywi  mysbore,1 

he  jelde  hyw,  $yf  F"t::  lie  may, 
<  >r  preye  for  hyw  bo)>e  iiyjjlit  and  day ; 
For  $yf  J)ou  iiiayst,  &  wylt  no^lit,4 
]X>u  art  yn  weye  to  peyne5  be  broglit.  1  '2 1 '2 
For  a-no^er  also0  JMU  mayst  be  shent : 

fou  destroblyst7  here  testament 
Vn  lit  r  lyfe,  or  aftyr  here8  ded,  1215 

wi'tA  powere  9  or  $yft,  cuwseyl  or  rede, 
JX>u  hast  trespast  apertly10  [leafgj 

•is  )>ys  o6maQftdment  so  hy. 
Of  all.-  wykked  men  bat  men11  calle,      ™'« 
))e  fals  executours  be1-  werst  of  alle ;  1220 
For  )>ey  ne  rcche13  how  be  soule  fare,14 
And  inr/jnys  owne  eyres1"',  werst  \viih  hew 

are. 

y  tolde  erwhyle,10  for  no  socour 
))ou  make17  J>yn  eyre  byn  executour;   1224 
For  alle  bat  was  langere18  by  catel, 
he  halt19  hyt  hys,  euery  deyl.20 
*  Loue  j>ou  by  chyldyr  out  of  wytte ; 
Trust  to  hem,  ami  helples  sytte.'          1228 
Ouber  ensample  nedyb  be  noim21  take ; 
wliat  dost2-  foil  for  J?y  fadrys  sake, 
3yt  shal  )>y  sone  do  for  j>e,  les ; 
For  euer28  )>e  laste,  )>e  werst  es.24         1232 
On  hem  y  rede  }>yn  herte  so25  kest, 
pat  )>ou  l<aii;  )>y  self2"1  best; 
Loue  so  ))y  chyldyr,  lone  so27  J>y  wyff,28 


Kn  ct'stc  l  i»rehe  suTit  cheu, 
<t>'  ''  Intimrahlfs  ox«Mj//ies''  ne  unt 
A  pere  &  mere,  q«<nit  mort  serrw/t, 
Solu;*  ceo  qe  fere  purruut.    [leaf  12*] 
V.  cil  q<?  pur  eu^  no  prie 
Tus  les  iurs  de  sa  vi«\  1668 

Ned  les  eide  mie  taut  nuant, 
Cum  fere  dust  bon  enfant, 
t      Ceus  qe  lur  deuisement 
Desturbe?it,  ou  lur  testame?zt,  1672 

t  Vnt  peche  apertement 

t  EncuTztre  cest  qz«irte  comandeme??t. 

Souentefei^e  ueum  nusf 
t  Malueis  executurs  plusurs,^  1676 

t  Mes  les  enfau^  sunth  peiours, 
De  tus  eels  qe  mw  trouoms. 
U  La  p?'emere  chose1  qe  fi$  vus  fra 
Qztant  sun  pere  mort  se?Ta,  1680 

Tut  le  blee  achatera,k 
E  le  estor,  si  il  purra  ; l 
Mes  q?<«nt  il  rendre  deuera, 
Petit  on  nient  vus  reiidra.1"  1684 

Purn  ceo,  trop  ne  uus  affie^ 
De  vos  enfau^0  engendrez; 
Tut  le  bien  qe  v?is  poez, 
En  uotftfre  vie,  ceo  lep  face^  ;  1688 

Tost  uus  obliera  uostre  fi^ 
Apres  qe  vz^  serrez  enfoi^  ;'i 
E  uoster  executur  ensemewt, 
Si  auent  il  nralt  souent.  1692 


vs  born  D.       a  Uut  Jyf  0.        *  it  jif  D. 
4  &  3if")xni  may  &  wil  not  D. 

6  to  J>e  pyne  D.        '  also  om.  D. 

7  desturblyst  O,  distourble  D.        8  \>e  D. 
'  power  or  Jyfte  0,  power  jifte  D. 

10  trespasyd  a  gret  party  D. 

11  alle  men  J»t  wikkid  we  D.         la  arn  D. 
13  rekke  not  D.         14  vare  0. 

13  chyldyr  0,  &  her  o\vy//  < -liiMi y/t  D. 

16  erwhyl  O,  cpvhyle  qwy  D. 

17  mak  \>ou  not  D.        1(j  longe  D. 

19  now  he  holdib  D.         »  euerydel  0. 

21  there  ^e  non  D.          -  diist«  0,  qwat  dost  D. 

'°  ever  0.         w  is  the  werae  D. 

*  hym  .  .  Kn  D. 


a  tel.        b  ky.        c  bone  exequecie.       (i  Jl  ne. 

c  (|uart  OHI  .  f  Cest  chose  souent  veoms. 

K  Plusurs  mauueis  exequeturs. 

h  sunt  B,  om.  A.       »  chose  ke  le  B,  chose  om.  A. 

k  achera  maintena?tt.         J  si  il  poet  quer  tant. 

111  K  petit  ov  newt  asseketurs  rendra 
K/wnt  tuz  les  bieus  vers  ly  &\ier&. 

"  }•]  \mr.        °  En  les  e  .  .  ke  vus.         v  vie  les. 

(i  Tost  de  liz  e  fille  ers  obliez 
Si  tost  CUM  serrez  en-terrez, 

and  the  next  four  lines,  and  the  Tale  referred  to 
above  are  omitted. 


*  J*  selfc  0,  lone  >i  self .  &  ]>i  god  best  D. 
1-'7  loue  ]>on  childry?t  &  lone  D.        '•"  wyff«  0. 


Don't  curse  your  Children.     Talc  of  the  Mother  who  curst  her  Girl.      4."> 


[For  the  Tale  of  the  Executors  that  comet  ken  in 
the  MS.,  lines  1693-1842,  see  under  the  Sin,  of 
Coveitbe,  OH  pages  206-209.] 

t  U  Seiut  Pol  le  apostle  dawpne  dee,  cif.i»] 
Qe  sout  de  ciel  la  prii;  1844 


t  A  peres  &  meres  ad  comamli 

t  *Qe  il  ne  seient*  an.m; 

t  Ne  vers  lur  enfan^  trop  am.  i , 

Pur  eu   foli-iii'  /a  maudier.' h 


t  Mwlt  dureme7it  d«>t.-r  d«-um// 

De  piere  ou  merec  la  malicun. 
t  dOy  auum  n//x,  »Vr  seu, 
t  o«-  mals  en  sunt  aucnu.'1 


J3at  J)ou  saue  )>e,  boj?«- l  souk-  &  \\l\\-    1236 
Lone  faclyr  &  modyr,  Jwrt  J)e  forjje3  broujt, 
))eiik  on  jwt  lull*'  \\-\mn  J>c-y  may  nou^t.4 

Seynt  poule  Jjat  sagli5  goddys  pryuyte, 
he6  sey}>  yn  hys  autoryte  1240 

wurd7  vs  for  to  B 

And  specyaly  to  he?«8  )>at  cliyldryn9  haue  : 
II-   seyj>  "be  $e  neuer  so  fok-  hardy 
To  curse10  jour?  chyldryn  byttyrly;     1244 
Ke  greuusly,  for  lytyl11  trespas, 
BetechS  hem1-  to  satanas." 
Moche  ys  jour1  maly>u//  u  to  drede  ; 
Curse))  hem  nogfit ; 14  y  }ow  foibede.  1248 
Oft15  haue  men  boj>e  hcrde  &  see1" 
paf  inoche  vrniaimce  J>erfor  haj)  bee.17 

For  to  leue  $oure  cursyng18  bolde,  A  tale. 
V  >hal  5,.w  t,  11,.  what19  me  was  tolde  1252 
Of  a  prest  J>«t  sagh  and  fonde20 
n-1  JJG  holy  londr. 


i  77/r  Ta/e  o/  the  Mother  who  curst  /,rr  C'//>/</. 


A  wf.,,/nian  on  a  day  ful  raj>r  1255 

3ede  to  a  watyr  hero2-  for  to  baj>e,  [kepe,24 
And  to[ke]23  here  dogfctyr  here  clofys  to 
An«l  badd«;  II«T-  -'  >\K-  >huld  nat  slepe ; 
"  But,  as  sone  as  y  )>e  kalle, 
Be  redy  w/t//  my  clo)>ys  all.-."  1260 

wha/<'-v>sh«'  was  haJ>«Ml,sh«'  kallcil-7  here  faste, 
And  bade  here bryn^f  herecloj>ys28yn  haste. 

lyl!.. 


1  )wu  loue  bojK-  |.i  1 ). 

0,  forth  D. 
1  IMT  1"  .  !•  i  moil*/  nat  D. 

loaawD.         •  &  I>. 
' ),  l.iyi  wurd  D. 

ise  0,  wan 

13  be- take  hem  not  I). 
13  mechil  is  Jourc  maleys  for  1  >. 
1(t  I).         ''  OfteO. 

i  herd  At  »• 

17  mechil ...  ben  D  (om.  )«t). 
'"  V'ur*  cursynge  O.  loure  bai 
»  >at  D.        •P.aw  &  fond  D.        «  be-fil  in  D. 
I).        »  bad  D.        *  cloH»  kepo  D. 


En  la  seintc  ten-,  vm-  t'« •//•me  esteit, 
t  Qe  un  iur,  «i^«nt  ele  se  baigiuit. 

E  sa  file  comandaf 

t  '  Qe  ele  les  dras  bien  garda  ;*  1  ^  "»•*• 

t  Quant  ele  le  ajKilast,11  ri.-n  ne  targast, 
t  Mes  ces  dras  tost  li  portast.'  [ii5,wi.2] 
t  U  Q?/'Mit  la  mere1  esteit  baigne*, 
t  Sa  file  ad  tant  tostk  apele* ; 

»  saient  ven  lur  enfaiiz. 

b          Ne  v^rseoapMM  ennui«»nt. 

Ne  folomewt  ne  les  inaudieut. 
o  e  mere  [leaf  17,  col.  _!. 
d -d      Ele  oy  auom  de  coe  aouent,  e  vcu, 

ke  mut  Jos  inauM  aunt  aucnu. 
«  Noftt.        '  foil  coman.i 

•  sea  draa  ben  nrdereit 
'•  ;i|,,-ii,.it.       '  taunt, 

•  Unt  to«t  B.,  oiu.  A. 

»*  bad?  here  |xit  0,  chargid  hir  D. 

«  qwan  D.        ^  ealde  O,  eallyd  D  (..»•,  her). 

•  Sad  bryngyn  hir  clo*  to  hir  D. 


46   Tale  of  tlit  '  her  Daughter.    Children  to  dread  Parents' curses. 


Here  doujtyr  was  nut  alle1  redy, 
Ne  come  jmt  at  here  fyrst2  cry. 
)>e  modyr  )>at  sat  in  here  baj> 
wax3  ful  of  ire  and  of  wraj>, 
And  clefyd  4  ef t-sonys  aftyr  here,5 
kursyng6  wtt/i  rygtte  gretii  yre,7          1268 
And  seyd,  "  )>e  devyl  come  on8  J>e, 
For,  fou  art  nat  redy  to  me." 

I  y  am  redy,"  seyd9  )>e  deuyl,      1271 
"  To  take  )>at  ]>ou  me  betaght10  vritfi  euyl." 
he  flegfi  on  here11  fere12  she  stode, 
And  made  here  wytte13  al  wode. 

j)ys  gode  man  for  a-noufer  J>yng14 
Tolde  hyt  oft15  yn  hys  prechyng,16      1276 
))at  none  durste  speke  vritft  here  syfyn  * 
But  $yf 17  he  were  clene  shryuyn ;  § 
For18  $yf  he  were  yn  dedely  sywne, 
)>e  fende19  fat  was  here  wit/i-ynne       1280 
Made  here  seye  hywi  so  moche20  shame 
pat  alle  men  wundred21  on  hys  blame. 
And  J>at  was  preued  wz't.7* 22  many  one 
pat  to  )>e  holy  lond  was  gone.  1284 

perfore,  $e  chyldryn,  before  al  J?yng23 
I  »r«-dyj>  $oure24  modrys  warryng;25 
And,  30  wyuys,  jjenkej)  on  fys  cas, 
werryj)  nat26  for  lytyl  trespas.  1288 

)3ey  fat  wyl27  gladly  warye, 
hem  warryj) K  god  &  seynt  marye. 
For  ho-so  hauTite])  hyt29  comuTzly  || 


1264    t  Mes  eole  ne  vint  pas  meintenant ; 

t  Pur  ceo  la  mere  oda  ire  grnnt, 

t  Eb  1'apela,  en  maudiant,  1863 


t  "  A  deables,"  distc  eole,  "  \us  comaud  !  " 
t  "E  ieo  suy  ci,"  distd  li  maufe ; 

t  Si  est  en  la  pucele  entre ; 
t  Ele  meintenant  este  deue 

Par  le  rnalicun  qe  li  fust  done*.  1868 

U  Vn  seiwt  home,  prestre  ordein^, 

Ceof  n^  ad  pur  veir  cunte", 

Qe  ouek  li  en  la  tere  parla, 

E  mult  des  chosess  la  demanda ;       1872 
*  Mes  nul  ne  osast  od  li  parler 
§  Qe  bien  conies  ne  fust  premer, 
f  On  hunte  li  dirreit  le  deable  asse} ; 


t  Plusurs  le  untb  esproue^. 


1876 


U  Ky  ces'  enfaus  maldie  san^  deserte, 
Le  malicun  descendrak  sur  sa  teste. 
Nul  n'  ad  serui1  si  bien 


not  al  D.        2  &  cam  not  at  J>e  fcrste  D. 
wex  D.        4  clepedc  OD. 

.  hyre  0,  clepede  hir  hastyly  D. 
Kursynge  0.         7  waryed  hir  ful  bitterly  D. 
sche  seyde  >e  denyl  mote  come  vtith  D. 
>o  seyde  D.        lu  betakyst  D. 
fley  in-to  hir  D.        12  >er. 
here  of  here  wyt  0,  hir  out  of  hir  wit  D. 
made  a  gret  spekywg  D.        15  ofte. 
)wt  non  come  nyje  hire  for  no  Jring  D. 
jyf  om.  D.        18  &  D.        19  deuyl  D. 
dede  hir  seyn  hym  so  mechil  D. 
>ot  alle  wundredy/i  D.        ffl  be  D. 
l>ynge  0,  for  alle  >inge  D. 
D. 


a  Dunt  la  mere  out.        b  E,  B.,  om.  A. 

c  deble  fist.         d  fist. 

e  E  ele  .  .  .  devint.        f  Le. 

K  des  chose  A.,  de  choses  B. 

11  ourewt.        !  ses.        k  La  malesuw  cherra. 

1  Nul  nel  ad  deserui. 


<25  waryynge,  glossed  'cursyngc,'  0;   moderys 
waryynge  D. 

-6  WaryyJ)  noghtc  0,  waryyth  not  for  a  D. 

27  wyle  0,  For  30  >at  wil  D.     D  has  in  margin, 
'  be  war  of  waryyng.' 

28  waryyp  0,  warye  hem  D. 

<29  hauntyj)  hyt  0,  it  hawnte  D. 


Curse  nut.     1I<  ,u'tir  your  Fathers.     Th 


47 


Yn  ernest1  or  yn  rybaudy,  1292 

:.all  haue  warryng-  for  blysse,   Df.o.bk.] 
Ami  of3  blessyng  slial  he4  mysst 
And  ho-so  curse])  wMoutyn0  gylt7  J 
Hyt  shal  on  hys  hede  be  pylt.8  4.         1296 
r[y]s  yn  alle9  here  lyue 

iiru<r  liaue  grace  for  to11  J>ryue  ; 
A-  J?ey  vse,  so  slial  hew1-  falle, 
F«>i-  kursyng13  shal  come  on  hem  alle.  how, 
wurschepyjj  ^oure14  fadrys,  &  ^oure  fadrys 
fean  queme  30  God,  and  douw  3oure14  prow.15 
God  3yue  vs  grace  to  oure  endyng*16 
To  kepe17  vs  fro  modrys  cursyng1,18      1304 
ATI«!  oinv1'1  fadrys  so  to  queme; 
feat  goddys  comauudement  we  may  jcme.20 


/  /  /  -    /•  '/  /  /  1  i   Commandment.  21] 

T>  }v  fyfjjf--  now  slml  we  go, 
feat  ys,23  '  J)ou  shalt  no  man  slo.'  1308 
);»•  i'yf))i.:,--  shall  J?ou  vndyrstonde, 
sle  no  man  \\itft,  Jjyn24  honde, 
wtt/<-outyn  iustyce,  for  felonye,2"'  * 
Ne  for  no  manere  of  robbrye.'  1312 

5yf  )K>U  do  any  man  yn28  prysu//, 
wykki-dly,  as  a  fals27  felll?*, 
Or  bynde  yn  upland  or  in  i 
feat  he  haue  hys  defe29  |>e?'-J)urgfi,  — 


Cum  cil  qe  maudie  pur  rien. 

Pur  ceo,  deit  chescun  doter 

San  3  destresce*  maudier  ; 
t  bLe  ciel  ne  purra  nient  entrer 
||  Qe  est  a  ceo  custumer, 

Si  ne  se  amende  premer  ; 

Ceo  deit  chescun  bien  sauer.h 


1884 


!.ui/'<ler  D. 

8  waryyng«  0,  warnyng  fro  (corr.  from  '  wary- 
yng') D. 

'  inserted  in  a  later  hand. 
4  !>••  schal  D. 
6  glost'fayl.  '  in  MS. 

•  ho  so  warye  wttA-out  D.        7  gyltc  0. 
8  t)vlt«  0,  spy  It  D.     0.  gloss  '  cast*.' 

•  Knrserys  yn  al  O,  for  warycrys  in  al  D. 

il  O.        "  h'»  shul  neuere  ban  grace  to  D. 
"  so  schal  >ei  D. 
n  kursyngc  O,  waryyng  (out.  shal)  D. 

pan  plese  Je  god  J«t  M  .  D. 

Ie  endyngge  0,  endyng  D.        I7  kepyn  D. 
18  knrayngge  0,  waryyng  D.         l"  oure  0. 


%*  quint  comanbcmcnt  cst  qc  bous 
nc  oscic%.  mic. 

Uncuntre  ceod  fiuet  plusurs, 

N   iiiemewt  cilc  a  premura  ls>^ 

Qef  de  sa  meyn  home  oscie 
*  San3  iustise,  par  feolunie ; 

Cest  ad  fet  apertement 

Encuntre  cest  qwmt  coinaii«lnneMt.    1892 
t  11  E  ceoly  ausi  qef  en  prisun 
t  Home  met*  c\\m  frlun,  [iM25.bk.,coi.i] 


1316   t  On  OD  autrc  luy  q«'  morir  couigne, 


.-rte. 
*>-b  S'il  ne  se  voet  ici  ainei; 

Ailleurs  auera  reprouver.  [If.  17,  bk.] 

vs  ne  ocierez  nul  : 
d  cest  comandment. 
0  N.  taj  c- 


Ky. 


Met  niili. 


ou. 


<JO  goddi«  c.  J»at  we  may  queme  D. 

Non  occides  D. 

»  fy)»e  0,  fyft*  D.        »  yt  om.  D. 
M  vs  am.  D.     sle  no  man  witA  wil  ne  D. 
35  for  no  Jring  .  ne  for  no  folyje  D. 
*  or  Wf  )wu  do  ony  in  to  D. 
"  at  fall  D. 

v,,i .  .  .  borw  D.        *  «lr>  0. 


48     Hurt  no  on>          I    -b  or  LtidUiood.     Feed  the  Poor.     Take  no  Bribes. 


Certeyn  fe  shal  no  fyng1  were,2 
tyit3  forhys  def  foil  shall4  answer*. 

3yf  |>ou  euer  yn  any  tyin«- ' 
Refte  any  man  hys  lyme,6  1320 

Or  hyt  was  refte  furgfc  fy  rede, 
Jx>u  art  enchesuw  of  hys  dede. 
}yf  hyt  be  ajens  hys  wylle7 
Or  hys  asent,  fou  sy/mest  ful  ylle.8      1324 

$yf  fou  f  urgh  wykked  ordynaunce 
Fordost  pore  mawnys9  sustynauwce 
fat  aftyrward  he  may  nat  lyue,10 
J>ou  art  coupable,11— a  $yfte  y  $yue.12  1328 

$yf  a  pore  man13  fe  craue 
A  melys  mete,  hys  lyfe  to14  saue,— 
3yf  )K>U  mayst  $yue15  hym,  &  nat16  wylt,  [9/4] 
Before17  god  fou  hast  hym  spy  It.         1332 
Seynt  Ambrose  seyj)  hardly,18  J 
Jjat  hyt  ys  slaghtyr19  gostly.  § 

what  shul  we  sey20  of  fys  dy tours, 
J)ys21  fals  men,  fat  beyn  sysours,          1336 
}3at,  for  hate,  a  trewman  wyl22  endyte, 
And  a  fefe  for  syluer23  quyte  ] 
Be  he  neuer  so  strong24  a  fefe, 

.e  may  ^yue,25  he  shal  be  lefe  ;      1340 
A  pore26  man  fat  may  nat  so, 
)5e  dejje27  fey  wyl28  dampne  hym  to. 
Also  hyt  ys  of  fys  dormers29  yn  touwne, — 
False30  treytours  &  feloune,31—  1344 

1  tyngeO. 

2  0.  gloss  'kepe.'    A-jens  god  schalt  tyu.  J?e 
not  forbere  D. 

3  J»t,  am.  D.        4  ne  shalt  0,  schalt  >ou  D. 

5  in  ony  stryf  D. 

6  reftyst  ony  man  of  his  lyf  D.         7  wyl  0. 
"  yl  0,  >ou  schalt  fulfille  D. 

•  mans  0,  for-dedyst  p.  mennys  D. 

10  leue  O,  ray3t  not  leue  (om.  he)  D. 

11  culpable  D.         1-  jeue  0. 

1:1  '  of  inserted  in  a  later  hand  0,  of  D. 

14  hys  lytt'e  to  0,  it  may  hym  D.         15  $eue  0. 

16  myjt  Jeuyn  hym  &  not  ne  D. 

17  be-forn  D.        19  hardy ly  0,  hardily  D. 
19  it  is  manslaujtter  D. 

'M  seye  O,  qwat  schul  seynt  |>ese  doctowrys  D. 
21  a-jens  )>e  D. 


t  Oscis  l'ad,a  san;  nul  assoygne. 
t  1T  Si  vnq?^s  a  home  feites  tolir 
t  Aucune  mewbreh  san^  suw  pleisir, 


1896 


A  tort  ceo,c  bien  entende^, 
t  Coupable  estes  del  pechiej.  1900 

IT  Ceoly  qe  sustret  led  manger 
t  Del  poure,  du«t  il  ade  mester, 
t  Tiel  qe  si  ne  maniue,f  murra  ; 

Qe  ne  li  doyne,s  oscis  le  a.  1904 

J  Seiwt  Ambrose  le  dit  pour  veir,h 

^rere  le  deue3  &  sauer, 
§  Mes  espiritel  est  lek  occisiun  ; 

Ceo  dedire,  ne  peot  nul  honi.  1908 

U  Par  tant  se  peot  bien  duter 

Cil  qe  cyme  tant1  dener, 

Qe  meint  oscis  ensim  ad,  1911 

Quant  de  sun  huys  uoid  l'enchacad.n 


a  Occis  1'ad  pwr  vers. 

b  Nul  de  ses  membres.       c  A  tort  donkes  see}. 

d  ne  doune  a.         e  al  pouere  ky  ad  grant. 

f  Kar  s'il  ne  mawguce,  il. 

8  Ky  ad,  e  ne  ly  doune.         h  ueritez. 

1  Pur  coe  meuz  crere  ben  le  deuiez. 

k  Ke  coe  est  espiritel. 

1  mut  le  (B.  puts  this  line  1912  before  1911). 

m  issi  en.         n  SUTI  vs  les  eschassa. 

22  trwman  wyle  0,  trewe  man  dy^tte  D. 

23  seluyr  0,  &  for  gold  a  strong  J>ef  D. 

24  strongc  0,  strong  D.         25  3euyn  D. 
86  pore  trewe  D.         »  dej)  0. 

28  wyle  0,  to  >e  deth  he  dampneth  D. 

29  al  is  of  fals  demerys  D.        M  Fals  H. 
31  }>e  false  tretowrys  to-gedere  rowne  D. 


Don't  bear  False  Witness,  or  get  any  one  kild.     A  Tale  of  the  Judgment.     49 


pat  falslyche,  for  enuye,1 

On  here  neglil.urs  wyl  gladly2  lye, 

And  seye3  forsope  pat  he  hap  wroght  1347 

£yng4  pat  neuer  $yt  was  do  ne5  pogfit. 

pey  sle  he??*  alii-0  pat  pey  may, 

whan  here  gode  los  pey  fordo  for  ay.7 

yn  alle'''  pe  wrlde,  no  ys  more  felonye,8 

]3an  of  py  iii-jjhbur  next  pe  by.9  1352 

3yf  pou  euer  dedyst10  pyn  entent 
yn  fals  cu^'-l11  or  eomaiwdment, 
Jjat  a  man  to  pe  depe12  were  dyglit 
w/tA  wrong  dome,  or  euyl  sygftt;  *     1356 
Jjoght  hyt  seniyd13  \\itfi  pe  lawc 
To  $eue  pe  dome,  hyt  ys  grete  awe14 
who-so  demyp  felunsly,15 
And  iK'p'r  wyp  pyte  ne16  mercy;         1360 
he  [ne]  shal  no  mercy  haue, 
);      alle  wyl  sle,  and  no  man17  saue. 

y  shal  $ow  telle  for  swyche18  dome 
A  tale  pat  mm  tyme  fyl19  yn  Rome.    1364 
Of20  holy  wryt,  pe  englysfc21  y  toke, 
tlogus,'22  men  clepyn23  pe  boke. 
Jjys  tale  ys  wryte  per-yn24  redy,  1367 

And-"-  J'yl  yn  pe  tyme  of  seynt  Gregory.* 


U  De  dous  choses  vus*  poe$  doter, 
t  De  comandement  oub  cunsail  doner 
t  De  mettre  home  a  la  mortc 
*  San$  dreiture,  mes  a  tort. 

•J  Ne  crueltt;  nient  ne  fre}'1 

En  iugant,6  si  me  creiej ; 

Car  vne  gent  en  iugant, 

Feolunie  fimt  mwlt  grant ; 

Plusf  querewt  iien^<-i) 

Qe  iuger  la  gent  leaum 

Ceo  est  trop*  gmnt  pechir, 

En  iugant,  fere  cruel  tt'-. 


1916 


1920 


1924 


[*  Gref 
G.  Paris.  1 


>ry's  Dialogues,  bk.   IV,  ch.  xxxv. — 


t  U  Vn  cunte  vus  cunterai  de  gr 

Parunt  ceo  ert  cuntt-rnu1, 

Qe  en  vne  liure  ai  trou« 

Qe'dialoge'  est  aj  L928 

De  Rome  la  haute 
t  En  tens  sei?tt  Gregoire  le  bem  i 


[•Vl7V/r  Tale  of  the  Knight  who  had  a  Vision  of  the  ,/"</</// 

:ome  fyl  a  grete  moreyne,27  A  tale.  [if.  10]   f  Esteit  vne1  morine  si  meruillus, 
A  pestelens28  of  men,  a  veniauwce  to  pyne, 
For  some  pat  jede29  yn  pe  strete  aperteme/it  virent  plusurs     [iss.4] 


1  ]wt  falsly  &  felonwly  D. 
a  wyle  g.  o,  N\  il  In-    D. 


3  to  seyn  D  [If.  lii  ]. 
5  no  O,  he  neucre  dede  ne  D. 
a  O,  »l.-ii  \\yin  al  D. 
1  q\v  i  vrong  don  say  D.     e  felounly  1». 

.   /'//'.''""  I'i'n.'     ll.'illiwrll'sGloss.     *  O. 
None  bin,  to  spot  or  1 
10  dedyst  eu*re  D.        "  cunseyl  0. 
>a  de)>  O,  to  dethe  D. 

13  aemede  jif  al  semede  it  D. 

14  lawhe  .  .  .  awhe  D.        I&  deme  felounly  D. 
w  and  hath  no  pyte  no  : 

17  al  wyle.  .  .  O,  alle  I  ;..n  wil  D. 

18  swych  0,  of  mvchr  a  D.       lf  fil  suwtyme  D. 
»  out  .  :  vsahc  0,  ynglyscli  1  >. 

HANIT.YN'.     81 


ft  De  .ij.  choses.        b  c.  fraiit  &  de. 

c  Le  pouere  home  auez  mort  (after  1.  1916). 

1  mil  in-  fire}.        «  iugant  B,  iugan  A. 

f  H  pliw.        «  est  pi:: 

puts  this  linr  attrr  tho  next,  and  reads  : 
Aj-ostoile  de  Roume  la  haute  cite. 

88  Dealogo  D.        *  clepe  0,  clepyn  I  • 
34  >«r  yn  VB  wrete  O,  \ 

h  <tryi*D. 


9  gret  moryne  O,  gret  inoreyn  I  ' 
»  pe«Uen»e  0.  aim,  a 


\.-ni.-iu  ' f 


;.   .:.    1'. 
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The  Tale  of  the  Knight  wlw  Juid  a  Vision  of  the  Judgment. 


Sawe  arwys  fro  heuene  shete,1  1372 

And  smote3  men  to  fe  def8  doim  ry$t ; 

And  one  of  fe  arwys  wounded4  a  kny$t. 

)>e  kny$t  ful  sore  syke  gan  lye,  1375 

And  was  yn  poynt  as  he  shuld  deye ; 5 

hys  spyry  t  was  take  to  see  a  °  cas, 

Rygfct  as  goddys  wylle7  was. 

hys  frendys  fat  stode  hym  by8 

wende  fat  he  hadde  be  dede  bodely.9  1380 

But  sone,  yn  a  lytyl  fro  we,10 

J}e  body  quaked  fat  fey  alle  so  we  : n 

Seff  e  he  tolde  where  he  hadde  be,12 

And  moche  fyng  fat  he  hadde  see.13    1384 

"  y  sagfc  a  brygg6  of  moclie 14  wndyr, 

A  grymly15  watyr  was  fer  vndyr, 

1 51  ;ik  and  depe  &  ful  stynkyngge,16 

Dredeful  noyse  hyt  made  rynnyngge.17  1388 

Dun  ward  yn-to18  helle  hyt  $ede  ; 

whan  y  sagli19  hyt,  y  hadde  grete  drede.  * 

Be-^unde  fat20  brygge  was  a  cu?itre, 

fee  feyreste21  fat  euer22  god  lete  be ;    1392 

As  a  medue  hyt  was  grene, 

So  feyre  of  syght23  ys  noun,  y  wene,24 

So  ful  of  flourys  logfc  and  hygfc, 

And  saueryd  swete25  as  spy  eery  e.         1396 

Jjarto  so  feyre  sygfct  of  coloure,26 

Delytable,  &  swete  of  sauoure,27 

Y  dar  weyl  seye28  fat  euermore 

A  man  myght  leue  fat  were  fore ; 29    1400 


5  poynt  for  to  deyje  D. 
7  wyl  0,  willc  D. 


1  seyjen  .  .  .  shetyn  D. 

2  smete  0,  smet  D.        3  to  dethe  D. 
4  wndede  O. 

•  sen  Jxzt  D.         '  wvl  U, 
8  stodyu  hywi  be  syae  D. 

•  hildyn  hyj/i  for  ded  in  J>at  tyde  D. 

10  sone  after  it  gan  falle  D. 

11  a-wok  )xit  J>ei  seyjen  it  alle  D. 

12  qwere  he  had  ben  D.         13  meche  .  .  sen  D. 
14  saw  a  brogue  of  meche  D.        M  giysly  D. 

16  foul  styngkende  D. 

17  a  dredful  .  .  renuende  D.         18  vn-to  D. 
19  qwan  I  saw  D.  *"  }>e. 

21  feyrest  O.         tja  euere  0. 

23  feyr  of  syght  0,  fayr  of  syjt  D. 

34  is  lion  senc  D.         »  &  saueredyu  D. 


t  Les  setes  de  ciel*  souent  venir, 
t  Plusursb  gent  a  mort  ferir. 
t  U  Vn  chiualer  al  houre  esteit, 

Qe  en  Rome  dune  maneit, 
t  Feru  fu,  en  maladiec  giseit. 
t  Mes  cil,d  quant  morir  deueit, 
t  Sun  espirit  fu  mene* 
t  Pur  veer  les  secrez  dame  d»'.f 


t  Le  cors  fu  mort 

Ah  vis  esteit  a  tute  gent,  — 
t  Mes  en  poy  de  houre  reuiuifia  ;  { 

t  Qe  il  out  veu,  mmieillek  cunta  : 
t  "  leo  vy,"  (list  il1  "un  punt 

La  ou  mutes  gen}  s'en  uunt, 
t  Le  ewe  desu$  meniilluse,m 
t  Vnq?^<°s  ne  vi  plus  dotuse, 

Hyduse,  &  noyre,  &  trespuant  ; 
*  Del  regard  auoien  hydur  g?-ant. 

L'ewe  esteit  a  ual  corant, 

Horribleme?zt  fu  tost  alant. 
t  Vtre  le  punt,  estoit  vn  pays, 
t  Tresdelitu^,  ceo  me  fu  [a]-uis  ; 
t  Vert0  esteit  la  praerie, 
t  La  beaute  descriure  ne  sai  mie, 
t  Trop  pa?'esteitp  beal  florie, 
t  Qe  pleyn  fufl  de  especerie, 

Tant  esteit  de  dii}  odur 
t  E  tresr  delitable  sauur  ; 
t  Qe  bien  ose  dire,  san$  pour, 

[.  .  .  no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

Qe  de8  la  bealte  &  la  ducur^ 


1936 


1940 


1944 


1948 


1952 


1956 


1960 


a  del  air.  b  E  plusurs. 

c  F.  esteit,  maladis.         d  celui. 
e  amene".         f  B,  Ceoly  fu  auis  pur  vmte,  A. 
K  veraime/tt.        h  Coe  fu  a.        l  viui6a. 
k  E  coe  ke  out  veu  lur. 
l  il  B,  om.  A. 

m  E  1'ewe  de  suz  mut  parfunt ;  and  omits  lino 
before  and  after. 

n  regarder  oi  [leaf  18]. 
0  Quel  verte.  P  esteit. 

<i  E  replenic  estait.         r  de. 
8  de  B.  om.  A. 


20  fayr  .  .  koloui0  0,  Jwto  fayr  .  .  colour  D. 
27  sauour  0,  &  delectable  &  swete  sauvur  D. 
29  seyn  D.  >29  lyuy?i  fat  )>er  were  D. 


The  Tale  of  the  Knight  who  had  a  Vision  of  the  Judgment. 


•ertys  shuld  he  neuere, 
For  lyue l  and  hele  ys  J>ere  for  euere. 
y  sagh  j>ere  folk2  3[of  so  feyr  syghte,    1403 
Here  wonynge  placys  yn  joye  were  dyghte;4 
All  J>e5  folke]3  b«t  I  saghe  J>ere 
were6  as  feyre  as  aungelys  were, 
y  sagh  here  housys  of  ful  ryche  atyre," 
Alle  of  gletryng8  golde  as  fyre  ;9  §      1408 
Blesful10  bryghtenes  was11  berynne;  Pj^J- 
J)e  sygtit  was  cely,  &  welbe  to  wynne ; 
For,  some  of  bo  wynly  wones12 
were  peynted  wit/t13  precyus  stones,    1412 
Some  were  caste14  with  ryche  colours 
And  feyr15  peynted  with  frute  &  floures. 
pere  ys  noiw  lyuyng  here  a 16  lyue, 
But  criste,  pat  may 1T  hyt  alle  dyscryue.  1416 
)5e  sobe  mygfit  y  neue?*  wytte,18 
who  shuld  yn  )>o  stedys19  sytte. 
But  yn  j>e  watyr  bat  was20  hydus, 
Sstynkyng,21  l>lak,  &  merueylus,          1420 
y  say22  moche  folk  falle  berynne, 
yuys  charged  ful  of23  synne. 
A  myste  out  of  be  watyr  come, 
And  to  sum  housys24  hyt  gan  gone,     1424 
And  to  sum,  come25  hyt  noght, 
feat  me  merueyled  yn  my  bogtit. 

)?e  bregge  bat  ouere  )>e  watyr  lay . 
Hyt  was  euer  of  swyche  a-say,  1428 

ber-ouere  myglit  no  man  passe 

1  lyffe  0,  lyf  D,  om.  For,  for. 
'  y  saghr  ber  folke  0. 

•-»  These  two  lines  (from  "  of  so  "  to  "  folke  ") 
'1  from  O,  are  omitt.,1  in  the  Harleiau  MS. 

4  her  wonyngstede  in  joyje  was  dyjt  D. 

5  )K>D. 

'  0.  omits   "  were " ;    as  fayrc   au?igelys  all* 

to  D. 

,  ?t  fayr  tyi   1 1.         •  Al  of  gleteryngr  0. 
"  as  bryjt  schynyng  as  gold  wyr  D. 
111  Blysful  O.        »  bernys  were  D. 
la  |>e  ^wurH  wonys  D ;  0.  gloss,  •  sekyr  dwell- 

'*al  wy  b  0,  weryn  al  peynted  wttA  D. 

14  dy;    I  OD. 

14  no  man  bat  is  o  D.        "  m y)tc  D. 


t  Peot  horn  uiure  tuj»  iurs.  1964 

t  U  Tres  bele  gent  i  habiterentb 
t  En  mesuns  qe  iic  aueint; 

Beals  esteient  sur  tute  rien, 
t  Cum  sunt  angles,d  me  sembla  bien.  1968 
t  Plein  furent  lur  mesuns* 

De  clarte,  tres  bele  mansiuns  e : 

Aucunes  esteietit  si  trebeles  Pe^m] 

Qe f  recuwter  serreit  merueiHes ;         1 '.» 7  2 

E  de  si*  tres  bele  graundur, 

E  tres  beleh  riche  atur, 
§  De  fin  or  emerej, 

Esteient  les  vns  tiuHe^  ; '  1976 


t  Mes  sauer  ne  poay  de  verite, 

t  A  ki  esteient  aturne. 

t  11  Sur  la  riue  del  ewe  huduse, 

t  Qe  noyre  fut,  &  meruillouse,  1980 


Aucuns  mesuns  ui  fundej ; 
t  Mes  vne  niule  estoit  del  ewek  leue$ 
t  Qe  aucuns  des1  mesuns  ateineit, 
t  E  aucuns  ateindre  ne  pooit.  1984 

t  Le  punt,  dunt  ieom  vus  cuntay, 

t  De  tiel  esprof  esteit,  &  de  tiel  assay, 

t  Qe,  si  home  le  vout  passer," 

»  a  tu.         b  hv  habitairiit. 

c  mansiuns  k'il.        d  ly  angles. 

•-•  B  transposes  these  words.        f  De. 

B  E  de  si  B,  De  A. 

h  E  de  si  noble  e. 

1  tuelez.        k  nale  del  ewe  eat. 

1  des  A,  om,  B. 

'»  loel  punt  dunt  [If.  18,  coL  2]. 

<>  horn  passer  le  punt  voleit 


la  he  neurre  wete  D. 
30  bat  watrr  bat  is  D. 
«  suh«  O,  saw  D. 


in  bat  place  D. 
styngkende  &  D. 


false  cay tyuys  chargyd  wttA  D. 
"  hows  O,  hous  D,  om 
M  com  O,  hous  it  cam  not  D. 
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But  he  were  clone  of  euery  trespas1 

)>at  he  ne  shulde  yu2  J)e  watyr  falle 

To  J>e  mayster  fende8  of  alle.  1432 

Jx>  men  )>at  loue  to  do  rygfitly,4 

)>ey  shal  passe  )>ere  sanely5 

Into6  fat  blesful  cuntre, 

)>ere  ioye  wtt/ioute  ende  shal  be.          1436 

A  presto  y  sagh  passe  )>ere  weyl,7 
And  hadde  no  lettyng  of  any  deyl,8 
As  he  hadde  leuydf  yn  hys  lyfe9  clene, 
At  hys  passyng  was  hyt10  weyl  sene.   1440 
Amanykneughjjere11  yn  peynys  strong.12 
£at  feluwlyche  dyde  euer  wrong ; 13 
I  knegti14  hy??&  here  yn  grete15  bayly, 
He  loue<J  veniauwce  wat/i-oute  mercy.  1444 
'  Pers,'  y  wote16  weyl,  was  hys  name, 
Yn  )>e17  watyr  he  suffrecf  shame. 
y  sagli  hym  bere18  vpp-on  hys  krowne19  [10/33 
Brynnyng  eryn  jjat  bare  hym  downe19  1448 
In-to  be  watyr,  blak20  as  kole. 
Alas,  )>e  paynes  y  sagh  hym  bole  !  21 
Moche  y  desyred?22  to  wete  certeyne 
why23  he  suffred  al  fat  peyne ;  1452 

And  asswybe24  hyt  was  me  tolde, 
For  to  do  veniauwce  he  was  euere25  bolde ; 
And  whan26  he  shulde  deme  j>e  ry$t, 
To  felunly  he  dyde27  hys  my^t ;  1456 

At  hy?w  myght  no  man  haue28  grace, 

1  trespasse  0,  of  his  trespas  D. 

2  but  he  schulde  in-to  D.         a  deuel  D. 
>e  man  )>at  louede  to  do  ryjt  D. 

he  schulde  passe  J>er  safly  a  plyjt  D. 

In-to  D,  To  HO. 

saw  \er  passede  wel  D. 

a  deyl  0,  hadde  letty?ig  neuere  a  del.  D. 

In  his  lyf  he  had  lyued  D.        10  it  was  D. 
11  kn.  )>ere  also  H,  kneghe  )>.  a.  0,  saw  J>ere  (om. 
also)  D.         12  strongc  0,  peyne  strong  D. 
1:!  \vrong«  0,  feloimly  euere  dede  wrong  D. 
14  knew  D.  15  gret  OD. 

18  woot  O,  wot  D.       17  >at  D.       18  saw  \>er  D. 

19  crown  Brennynge  .    .  .  down  O,  brewnende 
yryn  beryn  D.  "  so  blac  D. 

"  0.  gloss  '  sutfre.'     >e  peyne  I  say  .  .  D. 
22  mechil  I  askyd  D.        »  qwy  D. 


t  Si  de  peche  ne  fu  net  pn'mer;*         1988 
Eb  Tewe,  duTit  vz^  ai  cimte, 
Cherreit  plein  de  horribletc.6 
t  Mes  dreiturels,  &  nette  gent, 
t  Passer  le  poeint  seuremewt,  1992 

t  Entrer  en  le  pays  ioiousd 

Qe  est  si  beals  &e  delitus. 
t  U  Vn  p?'estre  legeremeTit  vif  passer, 

E  le  pays  benore^  entrer ;  1996 

E  tant  plush  legerement, 
t  Qe  sa  vie  mena  nettement."  *  [bien,k 

t  IT  "  Vn  home,"  dist,  "  qe  ieo  conu^  tres 
t  E1  n'esteit  mie  bon  crestien,  2000 

t  '  Peres '  out  nun,  &  grant  baillie 

Aueit,  tant  cu??i  fut  en  vie ; 

Pen6  li  vi  la  tres  malement 
t  En  1'ewe  puante  de  neire  gent.'         2004 
t  La,  le  vi  ieom  porter 
t  Vne  grant  pesentime  de  fern 
t  Qe  en  1'ewe  1'enfundra  : 
t  Alias,  la  payne  qe  il  mena !  °  2008 

t  Mwlt  durementp  desirai        [leaf  120,  coi.  2] 
t  Sauer  la  verite  pwr  qey 
t  II  esteit  si  foremewt  pene ; 

E  meintenant  me  est  cunte —  2012 

Qe  sauoie  bien0!  pur  verite — 

Est  il  si1'  malement  tret£ 

Qe  il  mist  mult  plus  sa  cure, 

Qwant  il  deueit  fere  dreiture,  2016 

a  nette  primes  ne  esteit.         b  En. 

c  Trebucheroit  a  grant  chaitiftd. 

d  gelous.         e  beus  e  si. 

f  vi  leg  .  .         K  bonure  tost. 

h  E  de  tent  le  passa  plus. 

4  Cum  .  .  amena  plws  seintement. 

k  horn  i  vi,  ioe  le  conus  ben.         !  Ky. 

111  ly  vi  ioe  dunkes.         n  pesantime  fere. 

0  le  doel  ke  cil  demena.         P  d  .  .  .  dunkes. 

<i  ke  ioe  le  sense  ben. 

r  ke  il  esteit  si. 


24  also  swy]>e  D.         25  eu<?r  0,  ay  D  (om.  For). 
-*'  qwan  D  (om.  J>e). 

27  feluTinye  he  dede  0,  to  deme  wrong  he  deed  D. 
*»  ha  I). 
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Myldenesse,  ne  mercy,  for  any  trespa- 

And  for  he  dede  so  muche  wogh, 

Suffreb  he  now  shame  ynogfc.2  ||  1460 

<-he  ys  goddys  only  nan 
'For  vi'iiiauwce3  to  take  veuiaurice.' 

3yt  of  a-noper  y  had  a  syght,  * 
'  Steuene,'  forsobe,  hys  name  hygftt ;    1464 

yche4  Steuene  was  wont5  to  be 
wonyng  yn  Komi-',  J>ys6  cyte. 
As  he  wulde7  passe  J>e  brygge,  betydde,8 
Hy-  fete  begunne  to  slyde  besyde,9      1468 
And,  was  yn  poynt  for  to10  falle 
In-to  be  watyr  bytterer  ba;i  galle ; 
J)e  fendi;s  \\vndr  wryl  hywi  to11  fonge, 
1J  Hut  by  j>e  bregge  ban  gan  he12  honge.  1472 
))e  fendys  here  crokys  fasted!  yn  hys  knees,13 
And  al  to-drowe  &  rente  hys  fees  ;14 
Feyr  men  come  bedyr, — but  y  not15  how,— 
And  by  hys  arrays  vp  hy;»1G  drow ;     1476 
J3.-Y  wuldu"  natsuflrc  liv///  falle  al17  downe18 
In  to  j>at  grete  confucyou/i ; 

;>lesyd19  god  \\ith  su///  gode  dede,   J 

:  >re  bey  hylpe  \\yni  yn  hys20  nede.  * 
Almysdede-1  men  vndyrstonde         MSI 
By  j>e  drawyng  vp--  of  hys  honde. 

\ve  In-  trespast23  yn  lecherye  || 
J)at  bey  be  bc<:s14  drow24  hy??i  by.  4.    1484 

;'»rsobe  y  can-''  nat  telle      [if.  10 bk., ool. t] 
wli.-Jjyr26  he  shulde  to  heuene  or  helle." 
)}ys  talii  haue  y27  tolde  to  jow, 

1  mekneaae  ne  m.  to  purchase  D. 

•  .HuH'r.-,!  h,-  so  in.-.-),,  iinw  1). 

1  f..r  his  cruelte  D.         4  same  D. 

8  wnt  0.        •  duelly  n«',  )>at  D. 

•  wl.l.-  O.         8  bregge  |»at  tyde  D. 

•  be-gunne  for  to  slyde  D. 

•  OD,  to  H.         "  wr:  aD. 

•'  be  )>e  bregge  he  gan  I*. 
u  feat  in  his  leggw  D. 
14  thes  O,  to-drou  us  D. 

'«  be  be.  .  .  liy//.  vp  1>. 

Uk  D.  -lownO.         w  preyed  D. 

*  holpynhymat  I>. 


A  cruelte  <\e  a  iustisc ; 

Ceo  fere  deuoit*  en  nule  guise. 

En  fesant  iugemewt, 

Cruelment  treta  la  gent ;  2020 

||  Ore  est  pur  ceo  en  turment ; 

Deudelipnii  icnt. 

*  U  Vn  autre  home,  dist  il,  i  ui, 

Qe  del  punt  a  ual  pendi,  2024 

t  Qe  *  Esteuene '  fu  no 

t  En  Rome  maneit,  la  cite\b 

t  Quant  le  punt  voleit  passer, 

t  Del  pee  comenca6  escrillor,  2028 

t  Ed  uers  1'ewe  a  ual  chay. 


t  Nepurqwant,  par  les  piej*  pendi  ; 

Deables f  del  ewe  munterent, 

A  ual  par  les  quisces  le  trainerewt.    2032 
t  Mes  gent  de  tres  gmnt  beaute 
t  Vers  munt  p«r  les  bra^  Tunt  trained 
*  Aucuns  almones  fet  aueit, 
|  Du;zt  noster  seignur  se  paeit.h  2036 

Pur  ceo,  par  les  bnv$  Yunt,  s. 

Les  sein^  angles  dampne  d6. 
||  Mes  lecherie  out  perpci 

I  'i:r  ceo  les  debles  l'untk  train.          2040 
4.  Par  les  quisces  uers  turmen$, 

Du?it  enparlames1  ein^." 

Tant  cu7?i  il  fu  en  tiel  encumbrer,m 

A  vie  reuint  len  chiual.-r : 
§  Si  Esteuene  fu  perdu,  ou  *a 

Ne  sauoit  il°  pur  uerit^. 
t  U  Pur  ceo,  vus  ai  ceo  reherce,  D^f  iM,t*ck) 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.}  2048 

»  Keferanedust[lf.l8,l.k.]. 

b  E  en  la  cite  de  Rome  ia  maneit 

c  comenca  a.        d  En. 

•  Nekedent  par  le  punt 

'  Debles  neirs.        >  sake. 

l»  n.  sur  pai^  estoit.        »  haunt*. 

k  coe  1'unt  debles.        >  asex  prirlamea. 

°  eel  tirpel.        °  eel.        <>  aont  U  pas. 

»  Almasdede  0,  almewe  decda  D. 
«  rp  o»*.  D.        *  twapacyd  D. 
••  Jwyjis  drowyn  D.  »  can  y  O. 

^  I  haue  D. 


54  As  men  judge,  they  shall  bejudgd.  Don't  turn  folk  from  Religion.  Of  Backbiters. 


3yf  hyt  my$t  falle  $ow  to1  prow,          1488 

J)ys  domus  men,  to  chastyse,  * 

pat  deme  men  wrong  fmrgh"2  fals  asyse. 

Many  beyn3  now,  as  Pers  was, 

Harde  domys  men  as  Satanas.*  1492 

))at  man  )>at  demef  alle  to  J>e5  ry^t, 

Of  mercy  get  he  no6  ply$t; 

And  $yf  he  deme))  pytyffully7 

At  hys  demyng  getyj)8  he  mercy ;        1496 

And9  }yf  he  deme  fals  iuggement, 

pere  falsnes  ys,10  he  shalle  be  shent ; 

He  shal  be  slayn,  )>at  al  wyl11  slo ; 

Jjat  peyne  wyl  deme,12  to  pyne  shal  go.  1500 

3yf  )>ou  wit/i-drowe  any  mannys  wyl, 
Jjat  he  ne  my$t13  )>e  gode  fulfyl 
whan14  he  Jjogftt  to  haue  wel15  dou>?, 
Or  entycedest  any16  fro  relygyouw,       1504 
Gostly  )>ou  mayst17  hy??i  slo  \ 
3yf  he  to  ouj>er  wykkednes  go  : — 
As,  $yf  a  man  haue  a  chylde, 
And  to  relygyiw  hys  wyl  be18  mylde,  1508 
And  J>ou19  eggyst  hyra  away 
To  folue  )?e  fals  wrldes20  pay ; 
3yf  he  parefore  be  lore21  yn  synne, 
For  hjm  grete  perel  j>ou  fallyst  ynne ;  1512 
Byfore  god  J>ou  hast  hym  slayn, 
And  for  hym  )>ou  shalt22  suffre  payn. 

what  sey  30  of  J>ys  bakbyters23 
Jjat  wykketf  wurdes24  aboute  bers26?  1516 
£ey  make  ofte  moche26  stryfe, 

1  falle  to  joure  D.        2  demyn.  wrong  be  D. 
3  am  D.        4  )>erfore  J>ei  stonde  in  gret  caas  D. 

6  al  on  D.        «  non  I-  D. 

7  pytysfully  0,  &  he  J>at  derayth  pytously  D. 

8  demyngge  get  0,  endyng  he  get  D. 

9  And  &m.  D.        10  )>onvh  >at  falshed  D. 
»  wyle  0,  alle  wil  D. 

12  J>at  to  pyne  demy))  D. 

13  myghte  0,  he  my3t  not  to  god  D. 

14  as  jif  D.        15  weyl  O.        16  entysyd  ony  D. 
17  dost  D.        »  is  D. 

19  HarL  ;  >ou  0  om. ;  ^if  >ou  D. 

20  for  to  folwe  J>e  wordw  D. 

21  >«r])orw  be  lorn  D. 


*  Qe*  home  seit  chastie 

En  iugant  fere  cruelte,b 

Qe  fere  ne  deit  nul  crestienc 

Qe  8ageme?it  vodra  viuere  &  bien.     2052 

Pus  qe  si  greuement  fu  pen^ 

Peres,  du?it  v^  ai  cuntt'-, 

Pur  ceo  qe  se  delita  en  felonie 

Qwant  dreitur  dust  fere  san$  boidie.  2056 

Cum  le  qeor  de  chescun  est  depose/1 

Ert  chescuw  perdu  ou  sauue ; 

Qe  de  sun  preome  n'ad  pit^, 

Si  il  ne  se  amewde,  ert  dampne.         2060 

H  Cest  pech^  a  tant  lessum, 

E  a  un  autre,  auant  alum. 
J  U  EspiritalmeTit  home  oscie^, 
t  Si  vus  de  bien  lie  sustrae^,  2064 

t  Qwant  il  estf  en  bon  purpos 
t  De  seruir  deu,  mes  pwr  vus  ne  os.^ 

Pur  ceo  sunt  ilh  a  blamer 
t  Qe  de  lur  enfan$  changewt  le  qeor,    2068 
t  Qe  en  ordre,  solu?i  lur  desir, 
t  Ne  osent  ihesu  crist  seruir. 

II  Ceoli  ausi  qe  heet  nul  horn, 

Pur  quele  qe  seit  mesprisiun,—         2072 

Deuant  deu  oscis  Tad ;  * 

Seiwt  lohan  le  apostle  le  sermonat.k 
t  U  Ore  vigne1  aua?it  le  detractur 
t  Qe  mal  parole  tute  iur,m  2076 

De  tres  le  dosn  de  ceoli 

a  Ky  chescun.         b  De  crualte  fere  en  iugant. 

c  B.  has  fviua?it'  after  'cmtien,'   and  omits 
the  next  line  [If.  18,  bk.,  col.  2]. 

d  For  the  next  four  lines — 

Par  coe  pensez  c\\m  ert  ordine 
Ke  chescun  ert  sauue  ou  dampne. 

e  par  entiseraent  akun.         f  est  venux. 

8  ose.        h  ferment  sunt  cil. 

i  pur  veirs  occis  1'a. 

k  rap  .  .  coe  mustra.        ]  vent. 

m  p.  nuit  e  iour.         n  En  le  absence. 

22  schalt  Jwu  D.         -3  bakbyterys  0. 

24  wrdys  0.         M  berys  0.         *  meche  D. 
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1520 


Ami  a-peyryn  many1  ma/mys  lyfe. 
3yf  fou  bryng-  a  man  yn  1'ame, 
|3at  he  haue  euer  lastyng3  shame,  — 
Byforii  god,  fou  hym  slos 
whan  fou  hy»*  reuyst  hys4  gode  los. 
P.akbyter,  furgh"  ryght5  resuw,       [leaf  n] 
Of  fre  mennys  dej)  ys  enchesu;*.  1524 

Jjou  wost  weyl,  wM-outyn6  les, 
fe  bakbyter  fyrst  hym  self7  sles  ; 
He  slek])  hyw  fat  trowyf  hys  lesyng,8 
wlian  he  for))  beryf  hys  bakbytyng;9  1528 
And  hy//<  algate10  fat  hyt  ys  on  leyde, 
-  slayn  ;  god  help  fe  vpbreyde.11 
•.ioclu:  fan  he  ys12  to  blame 
Jjat  $euef  a  man  a  vyle  ekename  ;  13 
3yf  hys  ry$t14  name  bo  wtt/idrawe, 
Gostlyche15  fou  hast  hy??i  slawe. 

Also  ys16  slaghter  gostly 
To  vse  to  speke17  vyleyny. 
For  many  wurdys  fat  bef  spoke,18 
were  better19  yn  brest  to  be  loke.20 
And,  sum  owt^ii  nat21  to  be 

:     wur.lys  to--  fre,— 
By  fese23  ordrydl  men,  y  mene, 

idys  owt^24  to  be  feyr1  &  clene, 
And  namlyche  to-0  relygyu/* 
-M-  n  shuli*  fynde26  nou«  enchesu?i  :     1544 

|  .  f  fey  speku  oute  of  skore,27 
))ey  bef  to  be  blamed1  eft  farfore.28 


1532 


1536 


1540 


2  bryngge  0,  he  brynge  D. 
|wt  After  eu«reraor  it  is  a  D. 
<(u.in  ....  of  liis  D. 
a  bacbifcrre  Jwrw  D. 
bat  wete  }e  wel  witA-out  D. 
hym  self«  fent  O. 

lesyuggr  0,  sleth  .  .  eryth  be  lesyng  D. 
fur)>  IHTI>  hys  _••  U.  .j  \\.-in  he  berib 

D. 

:!-..     !'.  '  :'.  D. 

l*e  ban  D. 
13  bat  cansith  as  D. 

o^Uy  D. 
M  ber  U  a  D.        17  )  -pelcyn  D. 


Qe  mal  ne  quide  nul  de  luy  :  * 

Ceo  est  un  peche  trop  felun 

Quant  home  maniue  autreb  talun.     2080 


Deu  !  qec  serreit  gmnt  curteisie, 
t  La  lange  gardird  de  vileini.-. 
Le  membre  duwt  deuu??i  deu  loer, 
Deit  chescun  home  meu^e  garder.     2084 


femme,  sur  tute  rien,     [if.  ita,  bk.,  col.  i] 
Dust  gardird  sa  lange  ben ; 
Car  outre  mesure  est  folie, 
Fewrne  def  parler  vileinie  ;  2088 

Car  deu  ne  prent  mie  a  grd, — 
Tut  eyme  acune  chastete, — 
Si  la  lange  ne  seit  ben  g: 
Dunt  loer  dcit*  da///].n«  d&.  2092 

a  Ky  nule  malice  suche  vers  ly. 

b  mangue  autri.         c 

d  garden          e  de  mui  ben. 

'  de  A,  am.  B  [leaf  19J. 

K  Cum  membre  a  loer. 

»  am  spokyn  D.        lf  betre  0,  better  D. 

^e  bre«t  be  lokyn  I>. 
31  some  owte  nat  0,  to  owyn  men  D. 
»ouerOt6wn>D.        a  by»  0,  be* 
M  oghte  to  be  feyr  it,  0,  owyn  eurro  to  be  D. 
»  a  namely  in  D.        «  ichuldyii  tyndyn  D. 


be  more  to  blame  D. 


5G 


f  Gregory's  Tale  of  the  Nun  who  spoke  Xaughty  Words. 


[TV  from  Gregory's  Dialogues, 

Lit',  dt  la  France, 

Seynt  Gregori1  of  a  nunne  tellys      A  tnl< •- 

))at  $ede  to  helle  for  no  |>yng  ellys        1548 

But  for  she  spake  euer3  vyleyny 

Among  here  felaws  al  ahy.4 

J)ys  niiwno  was  of  dedys5  chaste, 

But  )>at  she  spake  wurdys  waste6         1552 

She  made7  many  of  here  felawys 

\>enke  on  synwe  for  her*8  sawys. 

For  many  tyme  a  vyleynys  wurde9 

Gadry)>  foule  j>ouj>10  to  hurde.  1556 

So  dede  she  her*  felawys  alle, 

For  here  wurdys,11  yn  syn?&e  fallo. 

Xofeles,  yn  here12  dedys, 

Se  was  chaste  as  men  er  hedys.13          1560 

Sone  aftyr  }>ys  nurane  deyde,      [if.  n,  coi.  2]   f 
As  of  here  was  purueyde,14 
She  was  beryydf,15  as  fyl  to  be,  t 

Be  syde  an  auter16  before  j>e  gre.          1564 
Sone  aftyr,  )>ys17  chaunce  gan  falle  : — 
Of  J>e  cherche  J)e  wardeynys18  alle  j 

were  waked  oute  of19  here  slepe, 
So  loude  J>ey  herde  one20  cry  &  wepe ;  1568 
J3ey  sterte  vp  alle21  for  to  see 
what  wuwdyr  J)yng22  jjat  my^t  be. 
|3ey  say23  aboute  ))e24  Nuwne  stonde,   1571 
Fendys,  wit/tbrynnyng  swerdys  yn  honde  :25 
Al26  hem  J>oght  fey  wulde  here27  elo,  § 

For  bey  clone  here  moube28  euyn  o  two ; 29  § 

1  gregor  D.        2  c  narraao '  in  margin  D. 

3  ofte  D. 

4  felawys  al  an  hy  0.  felawis  euere  in  hyje  D. 
6  dede  D.        «  of  wast  D.        7  dede  D. 

8  to  )>inky«  .  .  .  hir  D. 

9  vylens  wrde  0,  &  many  to  vyleyne  wurdis  D. 

10  >oght  0,  gaderyn  foule  ]>ou^tis  on  hordys  D. 

11  wrdys  O,  hir  wurdw  D. 

12  nej>eles  in  fleschly  D. 

13  mene  rhedys  0,   was  sche   chast  .   as  men 
redys  D. 

14  A-non  >ei  for  hir  pj/rueyjd  D. 

15  beryde  0,  >ei  beryed  hir  D. 

16  a  nautyr  0,  be  sydyn  an  awter  be-forn  a  gre  D. 


Bk.  IV,  ch.  liii,  says  Gaston  Paris, 
t.  xxviii,  p.  195.] 

Ceo  nw,s'  ad  bien  mustre 

Seint  Gregoire  li  benure, 

Par  vne  curite  qe  nus*  ad  cunte, 

Qe  tantost  vus  ert  reherc^ : —  2096 

II  Vne  noneine  esteit  de  bone  vie      J*6™" 

Qe  mwlt  hay  vileinie, 

[E]  de  sun  cors  nomement, 

Car  ele  uesqui  chasteme7*t ;  2100 

Mes  sa  lange  garda  malemewt, 

Tropb  ama  pwler  f  element. 


La  noneine  ap?*es  est  deuie ; 


2104 


En  le  mustre  apresc  enterrt1. 

Ore  oie^  me^nieitie  &  pite, 

De  la  venianced  da??ipne  d^e; 

Meme  la  nuit  fu  mustre,6  2107 

Al  gardein  del  must?'ef  qwant  fu  cuche. 


La  noneine  esteit  mene* 
Deuant  Tauter  sur  le  degru  ; 
E  la,  esteit  pa?*  mih  trencho, 
De  un  mwlt  trenchant  espee  ; 


2112 


a  k'il.        b  Kar  trop.        c  E  en  le  eglise  esteit. 
d  venganz.         e  Ke  memes  .  .  demustr^. 
f  eglise. 
K  Avis  fu  ke  ceste  fust  amene.        h  mie. 

17  a  D.         18  wardeyns  0,  >o  wardeynys  D. 
19  out  of  0,  weren  I-wakyd  of  D. 
<JO  herden  on  D. 

21  alle  0,  al  Hail,  stertyn  alle  vp  D  (om.  for). 

22  wndur*  J>yngc  0,  wunder  Jnng  D. 

23  saye  0,  saw  D.         24  }>is  D. 

»  honde  D,  hande  HO.         26  Alle  0. 

27  alle  J>ei  J>ou3tty;t  hir  for  to  D.        M  moujj  0, 

29  o  two  0,  J?ei  clouy?i  hir  euene  doiw  a  two  D. 
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And,  J>e  to1  syde  al  to-brent  J 

Before  fe  auter  on  fe  pament.  1576 

>vardeynys  come  eft  on2  fe  morow  || 
To  see  where  had  be3  j>at  sorow.  * 
nde  J>e  brenyng4  eue>y  deyl 
A    f-.-v  1'cfore  had!  seye5  hyt  weyl;      1580 
Half  fe  body  was  brent  a- way, 
And  Iialuy7idele  yn  her*  graue  lay. 

it  Gregorye  seyf  fat  hyt  was  sygne6 
J>at  half  here  lyfe"  was  nat  dygne  ;8    1584 
!•'"!•  J>ogli  here  dedys  w«-iv  chaste,9 
I  !'•!'•  wurdys  were  al10  vyle  <fc  waste. 

is  hyt  shewyrt  before  here  ygne,11 
|3  it  haluyndele  she1-  was  joue13  to  pyne. 
Loke  how  ^euene14  dome  \er  was,        1589 
Euene  lyke15  a}ens  here  trespas. 
See  how  here  tung^i:  made  here  slayn10 
foulr  wurdes  brogftt  here  to  pavn.17 

lory). 

IJy  fys  ensaraple  fat  vs  &\\  1593 

V  ivde  )>at19  we  leue  alle  oure  foule  sawys,20 

«•  sle  nat  vs  self21  gostly, 
Ne  noun  oufer  so,  ne--  bodyly,  1596 

J)at  we  be  nat  w/t/<  her-  l.iv 
Vn  h»-ll<-  fere,  no  \vith  here  shent.-1 

ilmyghty  shelde  vs  far  fro,     [leafn.bk.i 
Au-1  late  vs  neuer  no  man  slo.  1600 


hir  0.         -  corny//  «'ii  D. 

were  hadde  be  0,  sen  qweir  was  al  D. 

l-r.-nnyngc  0,  bre)»ny?tg  D. 

id  sen  D. 
-loss  '  a  tok 

lyfitD.        •  0.  gloss 'w,V 
al  >owh  liir  Ivf  in  •!••  ist  D. 

as  it  was  H.  Ix'-funi  li- 

h;ilf  |H-  ho.l,  O,  )oueD. 

no  O,  encnc  tluiu  I>\\\-H  D. 
euenrly.  h  I>. 

dede  hir  .si 
wrdv  ii  j^i t  wo  D. 

,    P   N  1>. 
H»t  om.  0. 


I  Feu  ardeit  Tune*  par; 

Mes  1'autre  esteit  de  rien  blemir. 

H  Al  matin  le  ganlein  se  It 

E  a  ces  cu?>}painuns  cunta  ; b  2116 

||  Pus  suntc  ensembl 
*  Pur  vere  ci  ceo  fust  veritc. 

Le  pauemewt  vnt  regard <'• 

Deuant  Tauter  sur  le  d»  •_  L'  1  •_'•  • 

E  le  arcun  trouerewtd  apertement 

Aj.parant  en  le  pauement ;      [tarf  127] 

A  sa  lange  deit  estre  r 

Qe  eole  esteit'  «-ntlan: 

Car  souent  autre  entlamina 
t  Par  fiih-s  paroles  qe  ele  parla, 

E  feohmies  a  la  1 

Ceo  »•>•/,  sadi.-;.  -jraiit  J>echie.* 

U  Mes  ordure  en  buche  sa< 

Est  sacrilege  pur  v- 

De  ceo  se  deinant  l>t-u  garder 

Prestres  &  clers  de  muster  ;h  2132 

Mes  religius  sur  tute  rien 

Gardir  deit'  sa  lange  him. 

Car  tu^  cesk  me^/ibres  ad  «1 

A  netteme?it  smiir  da/y/piu-1  dc« .       2136 

51  Home  qe  desire  autru  inort, 

Perdu$  Q*f  sau^  mil  resort 

Si  sa  entente  metm  a  cumplir 

Le  inal  ^  il  ad  «-n  d.->ir  :  2140 

Espiritelmewt  e>7  homicid.- ; 

Tut  seit  issi  <\c  il  nd  .jui.lr  : 

<  'hescuTi  deit  ausin  sau<  i , 

Si  de  mort  poe$  home  sauii'  _  1  H 

E  il  nel  fet ;  acoupe  serra 

De  deu,  qe  a  tu$  c-oinandt   le  a. 

»  tut  1'unc.        »>  leuait  tut  diaeit. 

c  sunt  tuz. 

d  L'areun  trouv,  nt  [If-  19,  col.  2]. 

9  eatoit  si.         f  fcloneaaea  maintc  fier. 

*  Ke  estoit  groindra  pech^  de  aaez. 

b  Prestre  &  clerc  ky  deit  deu  miiwtrer. 

1  Deit  garder.        k  sea.        '  dame. 

111  iiirt  .If.        n  aust  ben. 

0  Si  akun  poet  de  mort  liuerer. 


10  I  rede  we  letyn  alU  foule  wurdia  be  D. 

-'  vss.-if  o,  ..in-  nolyi  l>. 

»  oberalaoD. 

13  not  ao  achcnt  heer  D. 

34  ne  witA  hir  brent  in  hclle  fee.  I  < 


o8     Do  no  Whoredom.     Woman  is  Man's  Fellow:  the  tiro,  One  Flesh,  One  Will. 


[The  Sijcth  Commandment. ]] 


T 


[He  syxte  comauftdy))  vs2  al  so, 
\)at  we  shul  noun  liurdam3  do. 
))ys  comauftdmettt4  ys  of  prys, 

For  hyt  was  stabled5  yn  paradysf        1604 

( lod  stablede  hyt,  J?ou  shaltf  beleue, 

whan  he  made  of  Adam/'1  Eue. 

A  clene  wowmian  here7  he  hym  betaght, 

Yn  clene  lyfe  to  lyue  she  aght;8          1608 

Al  one  to  be,  and  of  o  wyl, 

Goddys  comau7zdme/*t4  to  fulfyl. 

kcpe 

God  made  wonzman  man  to  gyue,9 

To  be  hys  helpii  yn  hys10  lyue ;  1612 

11  he  made  here  nat,  man  to  greue, 

No  to  be  mayster,  but  felaw  leue,11 

No  nat  oner  logh",  no  nat1-  oner  hy, 

But  euene  felaw,  to  be  hym  by ; 13       1616 

And  he,  mayster,  lorde,14  &  syre  ;15 

To  hys  wyl  she  shal  meke  hyre.1(i 

fee  sacrament  ys  for  here17  sake, 

Of  two,  o  fleshe  and  o18  wyl,  to  make.  1620 

Crete  mede  he  gety)>19  wzt/i-outci  fayle 

]?at  wele  wyl20  holde  hys  spousayle. 

Now  some  of  J?e21  poyntys  wyl20  y  touche 
Jprtt  men  vn-to  hurdam22  souche.  1624 

3yf  )>ou  haue23  troupe  pryuyly 
To  bygyle  a  wowman  to24  lygge  here  by, 

1  Sextum  mandatum  (in  margin)  Non  mecha- 
beris  *i  8extu//i  mandatum  D. 

2  sexte  comauwdement  bit  D. 

3  hordam  0,  Iiordom  D. 
comauwdeme?it  OD,  it  is  D.         5  mad  D. 
qwan  he  made  Adam  &  D. 

here  om.  D. 

leue  shaghte  0,  lyue  sche  au3t  D. 

3eue  D.         10  ben  his  helpe  whil  }>at  >ei  D. 
"-11  om.  D. 
J-  nat  (/m.  0,  nat  oucr  lowe  .  ne  oucrhyje  D. 

13  ben  hvm  by3e  D. 

14  &  lord  he  must  be  mayster  D. 

15  sere  0,  syre  D. 

16  here  0,  makyn  hyre  D. 


^c  simc  comanbcnu>/it  cst  qc 
nc  bcbruscj  csposailUs.a 

Mut  est  haut  cest  sacrement        2147 
Qe  de  deu  pri'st  comencement  ; 
Car  ceo,  sache^  VMS  de  fi, 
t  Qe  deu  en  paradis  le 


Qw«nt  nostre  mere  Eue  fu  f  urmr,  — 
t  Dormant  Adam,  —  de  sun  couste  ;      2152 
t  E  pur  femme  a  luyc  baill- 

De  la  main  dampne 


t  Grant  luer  dune  auera 
t  Ki  bien  esposaiHes  gardera.  2156 

t  Pur  ceo,  semwt  recunte^          [leaf  127,  i-oi.  2] 
t  Encu?ztre  matn'moine  les  pechie^. 
f  II  II  pechent,  al  comencement, 
Ki  fey  dune^t  priuement  2160 

Encuwtre  I'estat6  de  sei?it  eglise ; 

a  De  vices  ke  uenewt  de  ma^rimoin  debi  us.  ; 
Et  en  ka^tnt  de  maners  matrimoin  est  fet.  Le 
aim  comaiwdemewt. 

h  [.nines  1'establie  [If.  19,  bk.]. 

c  a  ly  la  ad  -pits. 

d  Cil  ke  de  ciel  e  tere  ad  pouste. 

e  E  .  .  estateit. 

17  s.  for  ]>at  ilke  D. 

18  of  to  fleschis  .  oo  D. 

19  get  0,  getith  you  D.         20  wyle  0,  wil  D. 
-'  summe'of  >ese  D  (om.  Now). 

"-  liordam  0,  to  ]>o  men  ))«t  to  holdam  D. 
23  euer  3aue  0,  Jeue  D.         -4  and  0,  &  lyn  D. 


Trothplights  to  be  sanctiond,  by  the  Church.     Trothplightcrs  not  to  fornicate.     50 


no  wedlok1  were  yn  by  boght,     1627 
But*  bat  wuldest-  by  sy/me  were  wrogfct; 
)\1  slu-  viulyrstode  weddyng  of  be, 
So  shal  )>y  troubi-'  charged  be  ; 
)?y  troube  to  $eue  yn  swyche3  a-tent, 
hyt  ys  a^ens  be  comaundme^t.4  1632 

No  troube  ogfcte  to5  be  36110  wyj>  rygfct 
But  yn  holy  cherchys  sy^t,6 
Namlych,  bat  falle)>  to  wedlake,7 
what-so-eue/-  men8  seyde  or  spake.9      1636 
3yf  bou  ly  10  by  here  seben,    [if.  n,  bk.,  col.  2] 
Attyr  bou  hast  by  troube  $yuen, 
Y  sey11  be  weyl  certeynly1- 
J>at  )>ou  synnedyst  fere13  dedly.  *        1640 
Fk'shly  dede  bou  oghteyst  nown14  werche 

-cute  leue15  of  holy  cherche  ;  § 
)>ogh  J>ou  haue  here  troube16  plyght, 
And  to  here  hast  so  godii  173  1,17  1644 

3yt  holy  cherche  behouej)  wytte18 
<  >f  ^oiire  cu/mauwt,  $yf  hyt  may  sytte.1'-1 

3yf  ))ou  plygfctyst20  troupe  to  any  lygfetly  || 
To  l>e  at  holy  cherchys  cry,  1648 

But  J>ou  dedyst  vrith  her*21  no  foly  dede 
J>iit  ys  fleshly  felaurede,22 
Jiou  gost  and  ^yfst23  ))y  troujje  anoufer  I 
As  J>ou  dedyst24  byfore  J>e  toufer,        1652 

1  lyst  by  here,  and  ys  fy  wyfe, 
yn  liordam  bo)>e  fan  ys25  joure  lyfe. 

1  wedlok«  0.        8  ]wu  wldyst  0,  )».  woldyst  D. 

•  swych  O,  swych  D.        4  comaundement  OD. 
»  0.  omita  '  to.'    owith  to  be  Jouyn  be  D. 

•  syght  0,  cherche  syjt  D. 

7  falt>  to  wedlak  O,  namely  .  .  wedlok  D. 

•  l\vat  so  men  §eyn  |>iiike  or  D. 

•  gpak  OD. 

»ly  »*eyeO,  sey  D. 

n  for  certeynly  D.        13  syniiVMt  |>anne  D. 

18  wedlok  D. 
"  here  trow|>e  0,  al^owl.  j..  ]..  liir  tni)>e  D. 

•   !  i. 

M  holi  cherche  must  knowe  currydel  D. 
19  or  be  comenaunt  be  endyd  wel  D. 


Mult  ad  malfet  tiel*  seruise. 

*I  Q'  a  plusurs  dune  fey,b  2163 

E  desc  plusurs  receit,  sanj  dire  nay, — 

Ambedou3  j>echent  malement 

Quant  il  le  funt  a  scient.d 
||  H  Cil  qe  fay  dune  p<ir  boidie, 

E  autre  chose  n'entende  fors  lecherie ; 

E  qt*ant  [vne]  tiele  ad  gabbe",  2169 

I  A  vne  autre  se  est  esposu/— 

Le  comandeme/tt  deu  ad  debruse* ; 

Si  est  nittlt  grant  sun  pechie*.  _  1 7  J 

t  U  Ki  charnelement  sunt  assemble 

Ap/v  s  priiK-  fiance  diuu'-, 
§  Aua?it  qe  seint  eglise  1'eyt  regarde* 

E  apertement  seieut  espuse, —          '2 1 7 1> 
*  Quite  ne  su?it  mie  de  pecli 

Sachent  bien  de  v» •; 

Car  tut  seient  deuant  deu  1 


t  De  eglise  deit  estre  re;_ 
t  E  de  lur  couine  sauer. 


•J1SO 


in 


»  de  mal  fet  tea. 

b  sa  fey.        c  Ou  de.        d  a  eacient. 

1 .  ne  entent  chose. 

f  A  vne  .  .  B.     E  autre  la  s'en  e»/  marii  A 
[on  leaf  127,  col. -J]. 
K  For  the  next  six  lines  B.  hat— 

Aptfrteraent,  sachex,  rant  e«pom;, 

Tut  seient  derant  der 

Ne  aunt  pas  quit*  de  pechi, 

Met  le  egleae  Inr  deit  eagarder, 

De  lur  oonenanoe  ben  sauucr. 


avrr.10  0,  neyjrr  be  fold  ne  be  thede  D. 


. 

:  m.-irpin  H.  dn-'  0,  }*>\\ 


. 

t  Iwfoni  bnt  obr  r  1  ' 
»  bobe  }e  lede  D. 
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Marriage  of  Joseph  and  Mary.     Against  Child-Manages. 


J3i-  ferat  worn  man  J>at  j>ou  ches 

Ys1  )>y  wyfe,  w/tA-oute  les.  1656 

Kn  sample  haue  we  Jwby, 

Of  losep  )>at  wedyd2  oure  lady  ; 

Jjcre  was  verry3  matrymony, 

wit/t-oute  fleshly  dede  of  any.4  1660 

By  Jys  ensample  mayst5  fou  se 

)>at  J>e  fyrst6  wownian  Jjy  wyfe  shulde  be. 

3yf  j>ou  dedyst7  euer  swyche8  outrage 
To9  wedde  chyldryn  or10  J>ey  hadde  age, 
j>aren-of  may  come  grete12  folye  1665 

jyf  J>ey  so  $unge  to-gedyr  lye. 
Oft  haue  men13  bo)>e  herde  &  seyn, 
J3at14  of  swych  lyggyng  hap  foly  beyn.  || 
For  some,  when  J?ey  yn  age  are  come,15  1669 
|>e  toon  )>e  tourer  may  nat  loue  ;  16 
pan  make  ))ey  men17  on  hem  to  wundyr,18 
And  coueyt  faste19  to  be  asundyr  ;  20  *  1672 
Also  to  breke  here21  spousayle, 
And  here  troupe,  be  whych  shuld2'2  nat  fayle. 
3yf  J>ou  to  swyche23  weddyng  consent,  [if.  12] 
Hyt  ys  a^ens  be  co?>miauwdment.24 

3yf  j>ou  hast25  auowyd?  ))e 
))y  lyfe  to  holde20  yn  chastyte,  J 
Or  bou  art  yn  state  of  prest,  § 
Or  yn  two  ordrys  alber  nest, 
Suddekene,  or  dekene  hy,27  * 
bys  lettyb  weddyng4  &  dede  fleshly. 


1676 


1680   t 


II  Ki  enfan$  lest  assembler 

Auant  lur  age  legittimer,  2184 

Ceo  serreit  pecho  ;  car,  par  tant, 

Desturber  les  peot  de  aue?*  enfant. 

Autre  mal  en  purra  auenir;i 

Si  les  se  seientb  a  lur  pleisir ;  2188 

Troue  auwn  mwlt  souent, 

Qe  mal  vient  de  tiel  assembleme»t.c 

U  Si  ap?-es  qe  dou^  suwt  assemble^, 

E  par  mat?-imoine  cuple^,  2192 

L'un  qwert  del  autre  estre  desliod 

Par  mal  entente  dee  legerte, 

E  a  tort  eschaper  su?^f  matrimoine,  ^l?7t 

Qe  tutdiss  dure  san^  assoigne, 

Tut  se  seit  ilh  delie^,  2197 

G?*ant  est  nepurq?^ant  le  pechie;.1 

U  Home  a  ki  tesmoine  sun  qeor 

Qe  il  ne  peot  fewnie  espuser,  2200 

Ou  pur  ceo  qe  il  est  ordene 

E  a  chastete  par  tant  lie,k — 

De  treis1  ordres  nomeme?zt 

Ki  ordres  sein^  apelent  la  gent,         2204 

Sodekene,  deakene,m  & 


1  sche  is  D. 

2  weddede  O,  wedded  D.         3  verry  trewe  D. 
4  dede  don  ony  D.         5  my?t  D. 

6  ferste  0,  ferst  D  (om.  >at). 

7  dest  0,  dedyst  beforn  }wit  o]>«r  D. 

8  swych  0,  ony  D.        9  don  D. 

10  ar  0,  or  D.        »  >ar  0.        12  gret  OD. 

13  Ofte  men  haue  0,  ofty?i  men  han  (om.  bo]>e)  D. 

14  >at  om.  D. 

15  &  summe  qwan  )>ei  comy/i  to  olde  D. 

16  Jxrt  oon  to  o^r  neuere  loue  wolde  D. 

17  alle  men  0,   >an  fare  >ei  boj>e  alle  folk  to 
w under  D. 

18  wndre  0.         1S)  >ei  coueyte  bo};e  D. 
w  a  sundre  0,  a  sunder  D. 

21  &  for  brekyn  J>e  D. 


a  E  .  .  .  i  purra  uenir  [If.  19,  bk.,  col.  2]. 

b  Si  il  se  asaient. 

c  Mal  auenir  par  tele  asemble. 

d  seuere\        e  e. 

f  sun  A,  om.  B.         s  tuz  iours. 

h  Tut  seient  il  or. 

1  Nepwrkwant  grauntmcnt  vnt  pechez. 

Par  tant  ke  chastete  ad  avoue 

Ov  pur  coe  k'il  est  ordin6. 
1  .iij.  sainz  ;  and  next  line  omitted  in  B. 
m  Subdeken,  deken,  et  prestro  ensement. 

--  wheche  shulde  0,  \>at  schulde  D. 

<J3  swych  0,  suych  D.         24  comaundement  0. 

28  haue  D.         *  holdyn  D. 

87  Subdekne  .  .  hyj  D. 


Whom  you  may  not  wed:  Relatives-in-law,  God-parents,  etc.     No  Bigamy.     <  1 

Ne  )>ou  shalt  neuer1  wedde,  ne  synne,  Qe  deit  le  core  deu  sacrer,* 

wy)>  any-  J>at  )>y  kyn  ha)>  weddyd  ynne  ;  §  Ou  qe  prochein  est  en  paren 

Or  $yf  a  man  haue  houe3  a  chylde,       1685  Ou  par  aucun  affiniteb                        2208 

God  hyt  euer  forbede  and  shylde  A  fewme  qec  dust  esposer 

)3at  Jjat  chylde  shulde  any4  haue  V.  matrimoine  celebrer,d 

Of  hys  godfadrys,  maydyn  or  knaue  :  1688  §  Ve  ki  la  parente  ad  esj> 

Hys  brej>ren  or  sustren  may  at  here5  pay  Del  autre  od  ki  ad  tucln'/                  ~2-  1  _' 

wcdde  ;  but  he  )>at  houe  neucr6  may.  Trestuj  *ceus  vnt  peche 

))ou  shalt  nat,7  by  )>y  lyfe,  Si  il  unt  femmes  espuse  ;  * 

Me  J>y  godfadrys  wyfe.  1692 

Also  shal  Jje  wowman  wonde  E  fewime  ausi  qe  a  scient 

To  take8  here  godmodrys  husbonde.  Tiel  niari  hprent  folement. 

Twey  godmodrys  shul  nat  wedde,9  U  Ne  home  qe  sa  femme  ad  oscis, 

J)e  toon  to  aske  J>e  touj>er  to  bede.10      1696  Autre  ne  deit  prendre  a  tutdis. 

M<-n  shul  nat  wedde11  for  any  gode  IT  E  qe  ceo  ne  seit  ublie$,h 

Man  or  wowman  )>at  ys  wode  ;  t  Fe?/ime  ne  peot  prendre  li  forsene^, 

For  many  fyngys  hyt  ys  grete  eye,  t  Autre  chose  peot'  desturber, 

|je  whyche  falle))  me  nat  for12  to  seye.  1700  t  Du/it  ore  ne  voilk  parler. 

3yf  a  wowman  haue  an  husband, 

And  lie  fro  here  go  ouer13  land.  IT  Fe??«ne  ausi  qe  barun  prent 

She  shal  noun  ouber  take  ne  wedde  14  Auawt  V  **chQ  certeinement1            _  J  .  I 

*•  be  certeyn  of  hys  ded15           1704  t                   --  *- 


t  ^  Ne  fewnil(.  viuant  M1I1  } 

1  whylys"  here  husband  ys  lyuancl  ;  Ffty  ne  doyneID  ft  nu,  hom 

For  J?e  troupe  f>at  )>ou  here  ^euys  "Souent  e#t  mal  aun,,.  ; 

iiylys  fat  here  husband  lyuys,18   1708  Seu  le  auu?»,  e  conu  ;  a 

neucr  0,  neu«re  D,  om.  Harl.  »  This  line  is  omitted  in  B. 

non  D  (om.  ha».  b  Ov  ky  ad  akun  fiance  done*. 

}if  HI  haue  houvn  D.  c  A  MUM  k'il  la. 

\»'t  ilke  .  .  ony  D.                 v  ofcr  D.  d  oue  luy  treter. 

h-  hofflc  neuer  0,  he  Jxit  hof  neucre  ne  D.  e  Ou.        f  De  cele  oue  ky  ad  nriroe  choch^. 

7  \nm  schalt  neuere  D.         H  taky  *-«               snut  en  mortel  pecn^ 

9  See  1.  2237,  etc.,  of  the  French,  next  page.  ky  issi  aunt  a  famines  espoae. 

wede  0,  to  commatres  schal  >ou  not  wcdde  D.  h~h                      \><  •«-lu-  ni:il.  •in*  -»t 

oon  aske  >at  o\vr  to  bedde  D.  1  inari  prent  a  acient 

•!.  omits  'wedde.'    schuM  not  wedde  for  K  ky  sa  fern  me  voeiat  |»r  folur 

IKMtauer  a  mil  i«m 

13  |«t  fallij.  in«  not  now  D.  E  co6  ne  voil  p**  ke  TIM  obliea. 

<  le  poet  [leaf  20]. 

14  wed  0,  sche  may  take  non  o\xr  for  no  dred  D.  k  Dunt  coe  ne  voil  pea  ••• 

13  ded  0.     0.  gloas.  'de)>.'  >  Ainz  k'ele  sache  uoraimcnt. 
it  0,  schalt  trujH-  now.  D. 

vi  v-.  1  ).  «>-«>  Kar  ceoly  aprea  ke  aim  barun  erf  rnort, 

19  fcr  q  why  1m  his  husbonde  lenvt  li.  Ne  la  poet  esposer,  si  il  ne  sett  a 
pat  ilke  tru)K>  pat  )xm  hir  jou'ytli  D. 


62     No  WitcJtcraft.     Trothplight  sacrccl.     Adulteiy  of  Husband  and  of  Wife. 


hytf  ys  liope,  hunlam1  to  be, 
And  slaghter,  but2  he  deye  or  she. 

8$yf  )>ou  niadest  euer  any  wyche,     1711 
|)urgh  whycchecraft,  wedlak  to  flycche,3 
For  to  destruble4  )>e  ry^tweddyng,  [if.  12,001.2] 
j)ou  art  a-cursed  yn  J>at  fyng.5 
3yf  )>ou  fordost  }>e  weylfare6 
Betwyx  }>o7  )>at  weddyde  are,  1716 

)X)ii  sywnest  certys8  wykkydly, 
And  brekyst9  spousayle  &  cumpany. 
3yf  )>y  chylde,  mayden10  or  knaue, 
wulde  a-noj)er  yn  wedlak11  haue,          1720 
And  vritfi  here  wylle  bey  troube12  ply$t 
wit/toute  curaseyl  of  fadrys13  sy^t, 
3}'f  fadyr  or  modyr  be  ber  a$en,  1723 

Sebbe  fey  haue  troubed  &  beyn14  certeyn, 
]3ey  dysturble  bys 15  sacrament 
A^ens  bys  yche  comauwdment.16 

3yf  a  man  be17  of  loly  lyfe 
And  mysdo18  onys  vndyr  hys  wyfe,     1728 
3yf  she  be  gode  and  certeyn, 
To  gode  state  she  turne)>  hy??i  a^eyn ; 
But  fere  be  wyfe  haunte])  foly19 
Vndyr  here  husbunde  a  ludby,20          1732 
Comuwly  she  wyl21  neuer  blynne, 
But  euere22  be  brennyng  yn  here  synne ; 
Vnto  )>e  deuyl  confounde23  her  here24 
And  brynge  her25  to  helle  fere.  1736 

A^ens  s  wyche  maner  wyuys26 

1  it  is  opyn  hordom  D. 

2  but  3yf  0,  &  manslautcr  jif  D.        *-*  om.  H. 
4  desturble  0,  distorble  D.         5  doyng  D. 

8  hem  Jwt  welfare.         7  be-twen  hem  D. 
8  \er  D.        9  brekst  0,  >ou  brekist  }er  D. 
10  mayde  D.         n  wil  in  wedlok  a  no>er  D. 
w  trujris  >ei  (om.  And)  D.         13  fadery  D. 

14  si])>e  >ei  be  tru)>id  &  am  D. 

15  jxm  stourblyst  >e  D. 

16  a  3ens  goddis  comauwdement  D. 

17  were  D.          18  mysdede  D. 

19  ha>  folyje  D. 

20  hir  lord  a  lotebyje  D. 

21  wyle  0,  wil  not  D. 

22  euer  0,  euere  be  ardent  D. 


E  meme  ceo  de  home,  entende^, 
Si  en  tiel  manere*  ad  affie$.  2232 

U  Si  les  uns  desb  espuse^,     [if.  127,  bk.,  coi.  2] 
t  Odc  sorcers  eyt  purparle^ 
t  Qe  lur  assemble  seit  desturbe}, 
t  Sache,  qe  malement  ad  pechie$.         '22.°»G 
U  Kid  dous  co??mieres  ad  espuse, 
Cest  ausi  ade  trespasse ; 
Si  Tune  apres  1'autre  adf  prise, 
Fere  nel  dust  en  nule  guise.  2240 


U  Ki  ad»  fe??ime  espuse, 
Si  autre,  pur  gust,  par  legerete", 
Ou  si  de  autre,  fayh  receit, 
Maleme?it  peche,  si  deu  me  eyt.1 
Ceus  suntk  apertement 
Encuwtre  ceo  sime1  comandemewt. 


2244 


t  U  Encuwtre  la  gent  malurc 


a  Ky,  viuant  sa  femme. 

b  Si  Tun  de  ceus  ki  swit.        c  One. 

d  Si.         e  Coely  ad  ausi. 

1  A.  om.  ad. 

8  ad  vne.         h  ele  autre  horn. 
E  la  guerpist  pur  legerte, 
Ov  si  ele  autre  horn  receit, 
Ke  avouteire  face  creir  deit. 

k  Tele  gent  funt.         l  Encuntre  cest. 


50  confunde  0,  cowfouTidith  D. 

24  here  her  0,  hir  >er  D. 

25  here  .  .  .  fer  0,  bryngi]>  her  .  .  .  fer  D. 

26  A  namelych  suych  a  m.  wyf  D. 


of  the  Adulterous  Wife,  wJtose  Skeleton  split  in  two. 


fat  wyl l  nut  amende  here  lyuys,- 

Shal  y3  tellf  30 w  a  tale,— 

To  swychij  wyuys  byttyr4  bale. 


t  Qe  espusaittes  unt  debruse, 
t  Vne  ensample  ay  trout'-, 
1740   t  Qe  merueille  est,  &  grant  pile.* 


224S 


Pres  fu  de  vne  wastineb 
Enclos  enc  vne  sauagine  ; 
t  La  gent  pur  ceo  se  sunt  alej, 
E  del  pays 


1744 


t  U  Vn  dragun  i  maneit,' 

1748   f  Qe  envirun  granl  mal  feseit; 

f  Homes  e  bestesf  deuora, 


bienh  qwtdeient  cerleinein'v?t 
*  Qe  ceo  esteit  le*  maul 

Mttlt  furext,  pur  ceo,  angusse. 
t  U  Assemble}  sunt  tut  en-uirun, 
t  E  cuwsail  pernent  en  comrnun, 

Tute  la  gewt  assembler k 


2252 


[TL<    T«l'-  "ft!"'  Adulterous  Wife,  ivJiose  >'/•<'/,</,,,,  xy*//>  in  two.] 

[Source  not  found  by  G.  Paris,  Hist.  Lit.  tie  la  France,  xzviii.  195.] 

))er  y.s  an  He  be-^unde  fe  see,  A  tale   t  Outre  mier,  en  vn  pays 

Jjcr  irn-n  were  wiiNt"  wonyng  to  be  ;  t  Qe  habile  esleil  iadis 

pys  ychf  yl-:  wax"  al  waste, 
And  fo  folk7  drogh  fen8  yn  hasle ; 
So  wf't//-ynne  a  lylyl  whyle9 
Men  helde  hyt10  a  forsakyn  yle. 
Seffi-,11  wonede  fere  a  dragun, 
iede  many  man  confiusyim; 
i  nd  wo//tmen  faste  he  slogfi, 
And  dede  over  al  shame  ynogfi  ; l- 

Al  fat  he  fonde  wzt/t-oute13  house  [if.  12,  bk.]    f  Qwant  dehor?  mesun  les  troua. 
J)ys  dragu?i  slogh  so14  meruey louse ;     1752   §  Tant  fist  mal  a  mull  de  genl, 
So  moche  folke15  gan  he  quelle,§ 
M'-n  -.-yd1''  he  was  a  fende  of  helle.* 
Alle  fe  folk17  of  fat  cuwtre  1755 

Cunseyled18  licm  wliat  fat19  myght  be ; 
))ey  armyde  he?«  alle20  at  here  myglit, 

fe  dra-uw  for  to  f  Qe  il  en1  pais  p..eint  trouer, 

lint  noim  of  hem  myglit  vndyrstande 
Wli.-re  fe  dragun  was  wonandc.-'1         1760 
Befd  ;yt,--'  f.it  y«-lu:  tyd-\ 
An  cnnyte  wonede-3  fere  besyde, 

•If  man  and  ry^t'24  certeyn, 
Dwelled86  besydu  fat26  waslcyn, —      1764 


[SO,  col.  S] 

2268 


t  Em  assaiHer  le  dmgun 
Qe  tant  fu  cruel  &  felun. 

t  Nepurqwaut  il  ne  saueient 
Ou  il  san  fosse  trouereient. 

t  H  Vn  lurmitr  (!«•  :um, 

t  Qe  fu  de  bele  religiun, 

vn«   }}'  /-milage  maneit 
Qe  pres  de  cele  wastineb  esteit. 


[tatf  i»] 


,    0.  wil  not  D.         -  amenden  her  lyf  D. 

3  I  schal  D  ('nari'"  "'  in  margin). 

4  suyche  wyuy.s  han  bitter  D. 

*  wnt  O,  want  ilut-llvng  D. 

*  ilke  yle  •   fulk«  0. 

8  >enne  O,  bo  folk  |>cna  dr..  1)  D. 

*  ao  bat  .  .  qwyle  D.         10  hylden  it  D. 
11  sibbin  D  ('dragoun'  in  margin). 

i  now  D.        w  outtyn  D. 
•  lr:i#m»  slow  I).         ''  many  folk  ]). 
M  acyden  D.         "  Al  be  folk^  0. 


nseylde  0,  courweyltlyn  I>. 
*•  best  '  U  best  D. 


*  Keestdc  mut  g? 

b  estoit  .  .  casting  [leaf  20,  col.  2].        «  dc. 
J  r.--  .its  remiat  tut  desert 

0  Un  mtmieillufl  dragun  \vneit.       f  femmes  il. 
c  hora  de.      >>  KU      »  vn.      k  fuut  Membler. 
K.  •  :•  !•  «»  Orsm, 

"  many  arniyd  hem  D. 

u  mderstonde  !  qwcir  .  .  .  dwellende  D. 

«  hytO,  Sofllitin  Nt  ilke  D. 

0  hermyte  duelled.*  1  ' 

34  and  a  ry)t  0,  bnt  a  good  man  was  for  D. 

»  Dwelde  O.      *  *.  wooed  brr  be  syde  in  a  D. 


<I4  The  Talc  of  the  Adulterous  Wife,  whose  Skeleton  split  in  two. 


One  of  hew  $af  cunseyl  tyte, 

)3at  fey  sliukle  go1  to  fat  Knnytc, 

And  aske  cuwseyl  of  swyche2  adede 

In  hope  alle  fe  bettyr3  to  spede.  1768 

wha>*  fey  hadde  tolde  hyw4  alle  here  dere, 

was  fan  fe  ermytys5  answere  : — 
"3yf  3®  wyl  wepe6  for  $oure7  synne,    1771 
And  shryue  $ow  cleiie,  and  ferof  Wynne, 
And  graiwte  me  fat  30  shul8  faste, 
And  yn  preyers  wel9  to  laste, 
Perauenture10  $e  may  be  al-eggyd, 
And  sum  of  ^oure11  sorow  abreggycl."  1776 

To  do  alle1'2  fat  fe  ermyte  bad, 
£ey  grau?*tede  alle,  &  were  ry$t  glad. 
J5e  ermyte  seyde,  "  }e  shul  be 
In  penaimce  fre  days13  vtitli  me  ;         1780 
And,  aftyr  fe  fre  days14  ende, 
To  $ow  shal  y  come  or  sende." 

Alle  f e  folk  went15  home  fere  weye ; 16 
J9e  ermyte  hys  prey  ere17  began  to  seye,18 
"  lAexu  cryst,  god19  almygh"ty,  1785 

Of  f  ys  folk  20  haue  f ou  mercy, 
}5at  fou  bogfttyst  on21  rode  so  dere; 
For  hew  shewe  me  on  sum  manere       1788 
where22  y  may  f  e  dragim  fynde,  [if.i2,bk.,coi.2] 
And  hys  power,  lorde,  fou  bynde,23 
)3at  fe  folk  may  knowe24  and  se 
))e25  mercy  and  fe  my$t  of  fe."  1792 

Whan26  he  hadde  preyde  hys  orysim 
Long  yn  grete27  afflyccyiw, 

1  for  to  wende  D.         2  swych  0,  suyche  D. 
:'  >e  better  alle  0,  >ei  hoped  alle  JHJ  better  D. 
4  <l\van  j)ci  had  told  D.         5  )>anne  his  D. 
(i  wepy?i  D.        7  30111-  0,  30111-  I). 

uwtij)  \>At  3e  schul  alle  D  (om.  And). 
9  preyerys  weyl  0,  3oure  preyeris  wel  to  D. 

10  Perauenter  0,  ]>criiuenture  je  mou?i  D. 

11  Jour  0.         w  al  0,  al  as  D. 

13  al  in  penawice  here  D. 

14  J>e  ]>ridde  day  is  D. 

15  Al  J>e  folke  wente  0,  alle  >o  folk  went  D. 

16  here  wey  0,  her  Avey  D.         "  preyer  0. 
sey  0,  say  D.         19  cryste  0,  crist  D. 


t  M>/lt  unt  cest 


priiy1 


2288 


2292 


'*  sey 
20  folk 


e  0,  on  |>ese  folk  D. 


.***-<  I  J.U      V  I.  11,  IS      WBV      **1    f    I4A.IUV       I-/J 

<  ^j  il  request  dampne  de 
Qe  sauer  pussewt  la  ueritu 
On  eel  deable  serreit  troue. 

+  Mrs  le  pwlom  les  ad  amoneste 
t '  Qe  il  plorassent  pur  lur  peche, 
t  Apres,b  se  confessassent, 
t  E,  pur  lur  trespasc  iunassent ;' 

"  Si  ceo  fere  vodere^,*1 

ApertemeTit  me*  die^." 

t  Tu$  li  grantere??^  comuneme/it ; f 
t  Si  promettevzt^  amendement. 

t  U  "  Treis  iurs,  disth  duw,  me 

t  Pus,  a  mey  returne^." [ 

Le  he?Tnite  s'en  e^k  entremis, 
t  Da?»pne  deu  ad  mwlt  requis 

f  Qe  de  sun  people  ust  merci, 

f  E  mustrer  deignast  a  luy 
f  Ou  il  purreit1  trouer 
Le  dragun  qe  fut  si  fier.111 


t  H  Tant  longes  ad11  deu  prii', 


a  Cel  hcrmite  vnt  souent  prie. 
b  Pur  apres.  c  peche. 

d  Si  coe  dist  il  fere  uolez. 

0  le  [If.  20,  bk.,  col.  1].         f  comunalnient. 
K  Si  ]y  pr  .  .  bon.         h  (list  il. 

1  De  respit  .  e  phts  a  moy  reuenez. 
k  se  est  mut.         l  deusent. 

m  femicle  e  fer.        n  Kwant  Inngement  out. 


21  >at  boutist  on  \>e  D.         ^  qwere  D. 

23  on  bynde  D.         >24  }>o  folk  moim  knowy?i  D. 

25  >i  D.         '*  qwan  D. 

27  Longge  yn  gi-et  0,  longe  in  gret  D. 
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God  sagfi  allij1  hys  entent. 

Aiul  hys-  auwgel  to  hym  he  sent*         1796 

For  to  teche  hywz  )>e  way 

"3  J>e  draguw  lay. 
I;         'gel  seyde  to  )>e  ermyte, 
"  Do  sumne  J>e  folk  astyte,4  1800 

)3at  ]?ey  come5  allt:  lu-dyr 
Before  )>e,  echone  to  gedyr. 

Y  shal  be  joure6  alfer  ledere, 

iMM 
})at  )>e  dragiw  J0WT  nat  dere."  1804 

J3e  folk 8  echone  pedyr  com  ; 
)?e  auwgel  before*  he;?z  gan  gon, 
And  led10  he??*  to  )>at  wasteyn 
£at  sum  tyme  was  a  stede11  certeyn.    1808 

a  place  )>ey  $ede12  echone, 
And  )>••!•"  )>ey  fonde  a  tumbe18  of  stone. 
))e  auwgel  bad  he??i  lyfte14  vp  )>e  lydde ; 
A n.  I  as  he  bad,  ry$t15  so  J>ey  dydde.     1812 
"  here,  he  seyde,16  ys  hys  wonnyng 
vfith  anoj>er  wykked  J)yng  ; 
Drede  $ow  nogfct  }o$t  he17  be  fownde, 
For  all  hys  power  haue  y18  bownde."  1816 
\\-\\nn  Jn-y  had  j>e  toumbe  o  twynne,19 
)>e  folk  stode  and  loked20  wtt/i-ynne. 
Jtey  sagfc  21  a  womman  fere  w  vyly  lye,   1819 
And  here  body  cloue  yn  twey  party e  ; 23 
Betwyxe  )>o  twey  partys  J>e24  dragun25  layf 
Gresly  to  se  wyj>  grete20  affray. 

1  al  0,  saw  al  D.        a  an  D. 
1  >er  0,  qwer«  >at  D. 

4  samnien  .  .  as  tyte  0,  somounne  \x>  folk  as 
tyte  D.  5  comyn  D. 

8  Jour  O,  Jourc  aljwrys  D.         7  schal  jow  D. 

folk  ecchon  D.        •  be  forn  D. 
10  ladde  D.      "  place  D.      ia  stedo  )*i  come  D. 

13  towmbe  O,  found yu  a  toumbe  D  (am.  Ami). 

14  bad  left  D.        "  And,  ryjt,  wn.  D. 
>«  be  syde  D. 

17  nat  Jwghe  he  0,  doujete  }e  not  J>owli  h.   D 

18  al  his  power  I  bane  it  D. 
lf  .o.  twynne  0,  qwan  |>ei  haddyn  )>esc  stonys 

90  «tody;i  it  loked  D. 
*  sawe  O,  seyen  D.         B  fcr  OD  (D  om. 

•ivn  on  to  party^e  D. 
24  |»at  O,  be  twen  J»  to  partis  D. 


t  Si  est*  vn  aungle  enueie,  — 

Envei^  fust  de  ihe*u  crist,b  — 
t  Sa  fosse  mustrer  bien  promts  t. 

t  "  Tut  le  people,"  dist,  "  asseml 
£  vus  ouek  ntw 


t  E  ieo,  dit  le  mes  vendrai, 

t  E  le  dragun  vus  mustrerai."  2304 

H  Vn  iur  apres  lur  ad  assis 

Qtwint  il  reuint  cum  out  pro: 
t  En  la  wastinec  sunt  a 

Sicum  Tangle  les  ad  mene*  ;  d  2308 

A  la  place  deserte  veneient      cit«r  i».  eoi.  s] 

Ou  iadij  gens*  maneicnt  ; 
t  Vn  grant  sarcu  de  pieref  taiHr 
t  En  la  place  vnt  troue  ; 

Le  angle  comand  le  couercle  ouster, 

E  deden^  la  tumbe  regarder;* 
t  u  Le  dragun,"  dist,  "  i  trouere$,h 

Car  ci  se  est  il  herbegej  ;  *  2316 

t  Duter  rien  nel1  deuej, 
t  Car  sun  peor  estk  lie$." 
t  A  tant  le  couercle  unt1  ost^, 

Cum  Tangle  out  comand^  ; 
t  Le  cors  de  vne  fe?//nif  vnt  veum 
t  Qe  par  mi  esteit  fendu,n 
t  Le°  dragun  en  mi  leu  giseit  ; 
t  Assej  hydu3  iV  Ii..nil,le8  esteit^ 

•  Deuly  a-l. 

b  B.  omits  this  line,    m<l  for  the  next  seren 
lines  has— 

Mes  .1  iour  apres  ly  assist 

Dunk.-  i-st  !••  i...j,l,.'tut  .i»s. 
K  I'unijlf  n-uint  ke  lur  fti  «%n 
0  gastine.        d  lur  ad  arnene*. 


i:i  nut 


I-... 


11  i«  i  deuez  troner.         '  Doter  de  ren  ne  ly. 

k  sa  ponste  e»t  tut.        '  mt  le  oouer. 
•  i  n..u#.         »  fendu  esteit 
Ke  orrible  e  Indus  fu  ueirement 

Dr  ,-,-st    Vrll   -'   1l|..-U.-lllril,t    l.l   |Mt 


*  body  Harl.,  dragun  0,  dmgoun  D. 
M  gr«t  O,  gr>'*l«7  to  ten  with  grete  D. 

r 


66 


The  Tale  of  the  Adulterous  Wife,  whose  Skeleton  split  in  two. 


Grete1  wndyr  was  hyt  to  see ; 

J)ey  asked  alle  what  hyt  myjt8  be,       1824 

And  why  hyt  was,  and  wheres-fore,4 

Jjat  J>e  dragun  lay  so  J)ore ; 

And  what8  manere  she  synned  so,      [leaf  is] 

fcat  here  body  was  cloue  yn6  two.        1828 

he  shewede  ban  vnto7  hem  alle, 
For  what  synne  j>at  sorow  gan8  falle. 
"  J)ys  womman,"  he  seyd,9  "  )>at  here  lys, 
And  ys  departyd  yn  two10  partys,        1832 
She  was  weddyd,  and  here  wedlak n 
Ful  falsly  an  on-truly  brak,12 
whan  she  was  o13  flessh"  and  blode 
wttft  hym  fat  here  to-keyn  loue  gode ; 14 1 836 
furgfi  matrymony,  be  sacrament, 15 
were  two  o  flessfc  made  be  assent,16 
holy  togedyr17  for  to  leue18  1839 

And  noun  fro  outer  hys  flesh  may  $yue.19 
But  ))ys  wowman  fat  bus  ys  shent, 
She  brak20  j>e  holy  sacrament; 
here  flesh  she  $af,  o21  party 
yn  hordam  and  yn22  lechery,  1844 

A-nober  party  to  here23  husbonde, 
£at  for  shame  ne  my^t24  she  wonde. 
And,  for  bat  yche25  vyleyns26  synne, 
Ys  here  body  partyd27  a-twynne ;         1848 
And  betwyx28  pe  twey  partys, 
For  veniauwce,  be  dragurc  lys.  * 
Alas  be  tyme  J>at  she  was  bore ! 
wit/i-outyn  ende  she  ys  lore." 29  1852 

1  gret  0,  gret  ferly  it  was  D. 

2  myghte  O,  askedyn  qwat  it  myjt  D. 

3  qwy  it  was  &  qwen  D.         4  wharfore  0. 
5  &  in  qwat  D.         6  clouyn  a  D. 

7  tolde  >ere  to  D.         8  qwat .  .  was  D. 
9  womannys  body  D.         10  on  to  D. 
'  "  wedlake  O,  &  in  hir  wedlak  D. 

12  and  vntrewly  brake  0,  hirwedlok  schebrak  D. 

13  qwan  .  .  in  D.          14  )>at  sche  vnderstood  D. 

15  of  sacrament  ywis  D. 

16  to  bodyes  mad  in  o  flesch  D. 

17  to  gedere  0.          18  leue  O,  lyuyn,  D. 

19  neyber  may  here  flesche  fro  ober  Jeuyn  D. 

20  brake  0,  brak  ]>at  D.          a  a  D. 
22  to  hordom  &  to  D. 


t  Mttlt  furewt  enmeruille 

La  gent  qe  esteient  la  mene\a 
t  Sauer,  desireient,  la  verite" 

De  chose  qeb  lur  fu  mustre*.  2328 


t  II  Le  angle  qe  les  ad  mene} 

La  verite  lesd  ad  cunte^ ; 
t  "  Cest  cors,"  dist,  "  qe  ci 
t  Qe  en  douj  parties  est  seuerej,  2332 

Vne  fe?wme  esteit  malur6 

Qe  a  vn  home6  fu  espuse' ; 
t  Vn  cors,  &  vne  char,  esteient, 
t  Od  cely  qe  espuse"  le  aueit,  2336 

t  Par  vertuef  de  matrimoine 
t  Qe  douss  cors  vnist  san$  mewsoigne; 


Mes  de  sun  corsh  deuisa 
t  Qwont  sun  matrimoine  debrusa ; i     2340 
t  Al  lechur  duna  la  vne  meite, 

t  L'autre  a  luyk  qe  Tout  espus^. 


*  Pur  ceo,  cest  dragun  malure"1  2343 

t  Entre  les  dou}  parties  se  es^m  repos6  ; 


Signe  ost,  qe  1'alme  fu 
t  E,  alla3,  as  deables0  cornand^." 

a  E  le.  b  ke  la  [If.  20,  bk.,  col.  2]. 

c  ke  la  lur  ad  amenez.         d  lur. 

e  prodhom.         *  la  vertu.         s  .ij. 

h  ele  sun  cors  en  .ii. 

1  E  1'ordre  de  matrimoine  brusa. 

k  cely.         !  fel  malurez. 

m  Est  entre  les  .ij.  parties. 

°  est.  °  E  a  vif  debles. 

23  &  ano}>er  part  to  hir  D. 

24  myghte  0,  my^t  not  (om.  she)  D. 

25  Harl.  and  D  om.  yche.         a  vyleyn  D. 

27  so  partyd  D. 

28  be  twyxe  0,  be  twen  >o  to  D. 

29  for!  ore  0,  born  .  .  lorn  D. 


The  Non-Uaming  of  an  Adulterer  is  Consent  to  his  Sin. 


jje  aungel  seyd,  "y  comauwde  fe, 

Dragun,  hennu1  fat  fou  fle, 

J)at  fou  neuer2  any  man  noye 

No3  fys  cuntre  no  more  dystroye  ;       1856 

No8  fat  fou  come  no  more  here 

yn  fys  stede4  for  to  apere." 

And  a-none,  for  drede  and  eye,5 

£e  dragu/z  fleygh"  furb  hys  weye.  1860 

j)e  folk1  fanked  god  echone,6 

)5at  fe  dragutt  aweye  was  gone.7  [tale 

wommen  fat  breke  wedlak,  mow8  yn  fys 
Here,  fat  fey  brew  to  hemself9  bale.  1864 
For  f e  foule  dragu?z,  fe  fende10  of  helle,  [is/i] 
wyf  he'ra  yn  peyne  shal  euer11  dwelle 
]5at  half  here  flesh"  haue  partyd  or  brokun12 
))at  holy  yn  matrymony  was  lokiiM.13  * 

3yf  fer  be  twey14  yn  cumpany15       1869 
As  bef 16  yn  wedlak  specyaly,17 
Ami  fe  toon  do  a^ens18  spousayle  § 
wherefore  felaushepe  may  fayle,19         1872 
But  fe  tofer  wyl20  hym21  blame 
whan  he  wote  hys  foule2-  fame,28 
he  consentyf  to  hys24  synne 
But  he  desturble  hym25  fer-ynne.        1876 

3yf  fou  wendest26  oute  of  cuntre, 

s  f y  wyuys  wyl  to  be, 
But  she  mow  wone27  yn  fat  stede 

>ou  dragoun  hens  D. 

neuer  more  0.        *  ?/or  Ne.          4  place  D. 
as  tyd  for  dred  of  )>e  aungel  on  ey}  D. 
echon  0,  ecchon  D. 
con  0,  was  a-wey  gon  D. 
•  n  inou//  here  D. 
bat  breke  wedlok  brewyn.  her  D. 

10  >e  fende  »„     I 

11  hym  in  p.  schul  bei  D. 

12  bat  ban  her  flesch  so  partyd  k  broke  D. 

•ly  wedlok  was  be-loke  D.         u  tweyyn  O. 
!  m  euere  in  place  were  D.          w  byb  0. 
17  b«r  wrong  wedlok  schulde  a-rere  D. 
'"  but  bou  for-do  >ot  D. 

Ic  D. 

em  btrfore  D. 


t  Le  angel  al  dragun  comanda 
t  '  Qe  de  ileoc»  s'en  ala, 
t  bE  mes  a  la  gent  ne  fut  nusant, 
A  qwels  out  fet  mal  si  grant." 
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2548 


)>at  her  cumpany  may  prruay] 
rle  0.          °  &  but 


•  wy 

22  foul  0. 

33  sitbin  bou  wo».-  schame  D. 

'•'•  b».u  co/iscntyst  to  h.-i  I». 


t  Le  dragun  est  de  ileocc 

Sicum  li  fud  comande ;    . 

De  ly  esteie/it  quite  tut  dis* 

La  gent  qe  mistrentf  en  eel  pais. 

IT  Par  tant  vus  ad  deu*  mustre, 

Cuw  il  hiet  multh  eel  pechid 

Quant  home  bruse  esposaiH.-, 

Qe  grant  pechi6  est,'  sanj  faille. 
t  Car  le  neirk  dragun  d'enfer 
t  Sun  ostel  pernt  en1  sun  qeor  2360 

t  Qe  lur  core  vnt  deuise,m 

E  lurn  matrimoine  debruse  ; 

Pus,  de  vn  core  sunt  certeinement,0 
*  Par  vertue  del  sacrement0  2364 

Cestp  pech^  lessum  a  tant, 

E  a  un  autre  aluw  auant. 
§  U  Si  Tun  de  sei  ad  trespass 
t  L'autre  le  seet ;  sir  nel  ad  blame,     2368 

De  eel  houre  consent  al  pechie 

Pus  qe  il  nel  ad  desturbe. 
t  Car  ceo  est,  sache^,  consentement, 
t  Si  desturber  le  peot,  &  uelt  nieut'   2372 
t  IT  Si  lun  de  1'autre  eit  seuere* — 

||  Pur  eschure  charnel  assemble* — 

»  ilokes  tost 

b  For  the  next  two  lines— 

E  kc  no  fu>t  ilnimi ant, 
Vitr  rstrr  a  ri-1  p'lit  Iiu.-.int 

As  emeus  mesfeit  aueit  tant 
Ke  aire  nel  sout  nul  viuant 

=  ilokes  est        d  A  vife  deblea  wit  il. 

•  a  tutdis.         f  furent.         •  deu  ben. 

h  Coment  il  bet. 

»  Coe  est  g.  p.  .  [leaf  21).        *  cruel. 

1  prent  dedeux.         m  arn- 
:  A,  om.  B. 

P  De  cost. 

i  8i  ran  de  cus  ait  Tilement  pech^.        r  e. 
y  le  poet  destttrbur  e  ne  fit  nent 

*»  bou  dcstourble  hem  D.        *  wentytt  D. 
n  myjt  wony  n  D. 


68         Manned  folk  should  not  le  jealoiis.     A  good  Wonwn  is  Man's  Bliss. 


To  haue  \>y  fleshly  felawrede,  1880 

3yf  )>ou  do  hyt  ajens  her*1  wyl 
Certeynly  )>ou  synnyst  ful  yl.-' 
3yf  )>ou  hyt  do8  to  holde  )>e  chaste  || 
wy]>-oute  here  wyl,4  J>ou  werchyst5  waste.  * 
For  but6  hyt  be  for  grete  resu??,  4.       1885 
3yf  she  mysdo,  J>ou  art  enchesuw.      § 

$yf  )>ou  louystf7  to  haue  J>y  wyfe 
Yn  clennes  and  yn  gode  lyfe,  1888 

vpbreyde  here  neuer  for8  gelusye  | 
Of  no  mannys  cu?npanye ; 
For  $yf  Jjou  dost,  )?an9  wyl  she  do 
)>yng  fat  she  neuer  poghte  to  do.10       1892 
Men  sey,  per11  a  man  ys  gelous,  4. 
J)at  )>er12  ys  a  kokewolde  at13  hous.* 
Many  a  gode  man  ys  kokewolde  ; 14 
jjere  J>e  wyfe  ys  a  shrewe,  fer  ys  wykked15 
But  where16  J?e  wyfe  haj)  gelousye  J  [holde. 
)3ere  be])  wrdys  grete  and  hye  ; 17  §      1898 
here  mayster  shal  nagher  go  ne  sytte18 
))at  she  ne  shal  wommen  on  hym  wytte.19  || 
fean  ys  j)ere20  chydyng  and  boste,         1901 
)3ere  ys  nat21  J)e  holy  goste ; 
For  no  J>  yng  Ihesu  cryst  more  queme]> 22  [is  tic] 
))an  loue  yn  wedlak,  J?ere  men  hyt  3emyJ> ; 23 
Ne  no  )>yng  ys  to  man24  so  dere          1905 
As25  wommanys  loue  yn  gode  manere. 
26A  gode  wowiman  ys  mamiys  blys 
feere  here  loue  ry$t  and27  stedfast  ys;26  1908 


1  dedyst  a-3en  hir  D.  2  wylle  .  .  .  ille  D. 

3  do  it  D.         *  leue  0,  leve  D.        5  dost  D. 
•  but  jif  D.  7  loue  D.  8  of  D. 

9  dost .  >en  0,  do  .  J>an  D.        10  J>ou}t  to  D. 

11  seye  J>ere  0,  seyw  ]>er  D. 

12  >erc  0,  )>«r  D  (om.  t>at).          13  at  fat  D. 

14  kukkold  (om.  ys)  D. 

15  qwew  )>e  wif  is  schrewe  .  ]>er  is  euyl  D. 

16  >er  D.  17  lelowsy^e  .  .  hyje  D. 

18  hir  lord  schal  neuere  out  of  hir  sy3t  D. 

19  but  sche  schal  on  hym  women  wy$t  D. 

20  bo)>e  D.     21  noght  0,  &  Jwr  is  wantyreg  of  D. 
22  more  i.  c.  quemys  D.         ^  Jemys  D. 

24  Jeanne  is  D.  25  as  a  D. 


*  Sun  lit,  encuwtre  laa  volunte  2375 
Sura  cum  pay  mm,  qe  e#t  mal  paye,b — 

4.  Si  enchesunc  n'eyt  de  ceo  fere, 

§  Occasiun  dune  de  mesfere  ; 
Pur  ceo,  sun  lit  deit  retrere  2379 

E  consentemewt  de  sun  compaiuund  qwere. 

|  H  Si  Tun  de  1'autre  seite  trop  gelu$, 
Deu,  tant  serra  anguissus 
De  plusurs  auera  suspeciun 
Ou  couendreitf  niewt  par  resun.         2384 
Tant  serraViure  qe  pur  tencun,S[i28,bk.coi.2] 
Meus  uaudreit  estre  od  un  lyon. 

|  Vne  chose  sachez  del  trop  gelus, 

*  Qe  soue?it  le  auendra  estre  chous.h    2388 
|  H  Mes  duwc  est  le  angusse  greynur, 

Qwant  femme  mescreit  sun  seignur; 

Tant1  auera  duwc  paroles 
§  Si  anguissuses  &  sik  foles ;  2392 

||  Sun  barun  ne  peot  del  hostel  aler 

Qe  ele  ne  qwide  qe  il  vet  al  bordel. 

Enchesun  li1  dune  de  mesfere, 

Qe  ne  velt  sun  barun  crere.  2396 

Mes  reprendre  deit  sun  seignur, 

Si  pur  ueir  sache  sa  folur. 
Home  &  sa  bone  mulier 

En  biens  dement  estre  de  vn  qeor,    2400 

Si  deu  vodru?it  bierim  paier, 

Enn  ciel  g?%ant  loer  auer. 

Car  si  hayne  i  seit  par  custum, 

Viles0  paroles,  &P  tencun,—  2404 

Quel  qe  ceo**  seit  par  gelusie, 

Ou  autre  manere  de  folie, — 

Meus  vaudreiwt  descuple, 

Car  il  ne  paiewt  da??ipne  de.r  2408 

Pur  ceo,  poi  de  gewt  a  custum 

Lealment  gaynent  le  bacun. 

a  1'autre  (B.  puts  1.  2376  before  1.  2375). 

b  E  Tun  de  eus  si  en  est  mespaie.       c  achesun. 

d  Ov  c  .  .  del  autre.          e  est.         f  couemlra. 

8  ledenge  par  tensun.  h  cous. 

1  Tant  tost.        k  Tant  angu  .  .  e  tent. 

1  Achesun  [leaf  21,  col.  2]. 

m  volent  ben.  n  E  en. 

0  Hagerneles.         P  ou.         ^  ceo  A,  om.  B. 

r  estre  deseuere",  Ke  auer  tele  assembl^. 

26-28  A  gode  woman  ys  veryly  rnannys  blys 
When  she  louys  trew  and  stedfaste  ys 

(?  source) 
27  ryght  0,  ]>er  ]>at  hir  ly>  D. 
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Jjere  ys  no  solas  vndyr  heuene 

Of  al1  j>at  a  man  may'2  neuene, 

pat  shuld  a  man3  so  moche  glew 

As  a  gode  wowman  J>«t  louef  trew.      1912 

Ne  derer  ys4  none  yn  goddys  hurde 

Jfcin  a  chaste  wo///nian  w/t/i  lonely  wrde; 

Ensample  haue  y  fyerof  fill  fayre 5 

yn  )>e  lyfe  of  seynt  Makayre.6  1916 

[The  Tale  of  St.  Macaire  ami  ///<- 
'/'"•<>  Hood  Married  Women.7] 

[Vitas  Patrum,  p.  656.     Libro  dc  los  Excmplos, 
no.  145.— G.  Paris.] 

))ere8  was  an  abbot  of1  great  renou?*,*  A  tale 

An  holy  man  yn  relygyouw, 

he  preydii  god9  vpp-on  a  day,  J 

And  seyde  "lorde,  as  )>ou  weyl  may,  1920 

$eue10  me  grace  for  to  wete 

who  shal  with  me  yn  heuene  sytte ; 

)5at  wulde  y  wyte11  on  al  manere, 

who  yn  heuene  shal  be  my  pere."         1924 

A  voys  spake12  to  hy//<  ful  fayre,13 

"wete14  Jxm  wele,  for  so)?e,  Makayre, 

J)ere  bef15  twey  wywmen  yn  a  cyte, 

Of  so  moche  boneryte16  1928 

lo  fe  penaunce  fat  )>ou  mayst  do 
nay  nat  reche  here  godenes  to." 
he  tol<l';  hy///  Jje  cyte  ry$t,17 
And  the  wommen  what  J)ey  hyght.18    1932 
Makayru  wulde  no  lenger  byde,19 
But  to  jjat  cyte  gan  le; 

As  sone  as  he  come21  fere  1935 

he  askcde  where  swyche22  wywmen  were. 

al,  alleD.  i/i  D. 

3  man  do  0,  man  so  incche  D.          4  yg  om.  D. 
5  haue  we  J»w  D.         •  makayr  0,  Marl 
7  Narrocto,  in  margin  0.  I    I  > 

.godD.       lo  jyfO,  Jif  I).         "  w.-u- D. 
13  tpak  O.         »  hym  )>ar<  D.         "  \v« •; 

'•  O.KloM'godenesse/of  ful  in.    Inl  li..i,«.ryt«D. 
it  0,  to  >at  c.  ryjt  D.          "  hygnt  O. 


U  E  plus  relement*  i  trouere}, 

Femmes  ensemble  espuse^1*  i'4  1  li 

Par  auenture  dec  douj  frere, 

On  Tun  al  63,  1'autre  al  pere, 

Si  ensemble  seit  lur  manantie  _  1 1 .". 

ke  bien  se  ne  acordemwt  purd  enuie, — 

Chescun  veit  apertement 

Qe  celes  renient  lur  sacrement ; 

E  deue  n'est  mie  bien  paie 

De  tiel  descord,  pur  verite. 

[The  Tale  of  St.  Macaire  and  t1,<> 
Two  Good  Married  Women.] 


En  vn  liure  trouai  escrit  .**<mpt*m. 

De  un  home  qe  serui  ihe«u  crist, 

Seint  home  f u,  Macharie  out  nuw,  :i«»f  i»] 
*  Abbe}  esteit  de  grant  renun  ; 

Vn  iur,  cu?»  fu  custumer, 
I  Deu  comenca  prier ; f 

Mwlt  sauer*  desireit 

t  Ki  en  ciel  sun  pier  serreit. 
t  Vne  voi3  oy,  par  dawpne  dee, 

Qe  luyh  ad  bien  cunte, 
f  «,»••  dons  ftv/Miies  furent  en  vne  « 
t  De  si  grant  seintete,* 

Qe  ceo,  sust  il,k  de  uerite, 
t  Qe  ne  atend  niewt1  a  lur  bu 
t  La  cite  luy  adm  enseign^, 
t  E  les  fewnnes  apres  nonu*. 

-    M.u-liarie  tost  se  est  leue  ; 
t  Enuers  cele  cit^e  s'en  estn  al£, 

Sicii///  ly  fu  cnseygne. 
t  Apres  lur  ostel  ad  demand*  ;  -  II '  > 

»  rerement        b  Dem  notes  ke  seient  marie*. 
c  a.       d  ne  B,  om.  A,  par.       •  deu  B,  OM.  A. 
f  comewce  mut  a  prier. 
>  K«  saner  rout  [If.  21,  l.k].        b  Ky  a  ly. 

tnes  en  vuc  cit.'-  £stoi< 
»  coo  sont  il  b«i>.        <  K  i)  nc  ateingneit. 
•<  1 '  .i.l.        »  a'en  eat  B,  om.  A. 


»  wolde(om.But)D. 
10  aspycd  whew  >o  D. 


0,  It ...  cam  D 
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Men  tagfcte  hym  sone  to  hem  weyl ; l 

he  come  and  toke  J>ere  hys  osteyl.2 

"wywmen,"  he  seyde,  "y  wyl3  me  reste 

yn  3ourg  Ine4  as5  a  ny^tys  geste."        1940 

"  Syr,"  fey  seyde,  "  we  graurate  hyt  )>e  [is/4] 

3yf  )>ou  hyt  aske  pur6  chary  te." 

To  a  chambre  )>ey  hym  broghte ; 7 

)»an8  hys  erende  formate  he  nougfcte.9    1944 

10 he  made11  bo)>e  by  hym  sytte, 

And  seyde,  "y  am  come,  at  ^ow  to  wytte10-12 

yn  what*  manere  30  lede13  ^oure  lyuys 

ynholynes,  and  by])  here14  wyuys  :  J  1948 

Forhelej)  hyt  nat,15  y  3ow  forbede, 

how  J>at  30  ^oure16  lyuys  lede ; 

J)arfore,  y  am  come17  to  J)ys  cyte,  * 

And  haue  trauayled  many  a  iurne."18§  1952 

J3es  wywinen  answered  al  at  gesse19 
"  Syr,  we  knowe  no20  holyuesse, 
But  whan  oure  husbandys  by])21  vs  by 
J)an  be))  we  yn  loue  ry3tly,22  1956 

And  yn  parfyte  charyte 
whan23  oure  husbandys  with  vs  be; 
}5ys  ys  moste  of  oure  lyuys, 
And  euer  ha]>  be,  sy))24  we  were  wyuys." 
"y  beseche25  ^ow,  on  my  blessyng,      1961 
pat  30  forhele  fro  me26  no  fyng."27 
J3e  toon28  answered  to  seynt  Makayre29 
"  To  twey  brefryn  we  weddyd  are        1964 
A-passyd  be30  twenty  3ere 
)3at  we  to-gedyr31  haue  lyuyd  here, 

1  tawtyra  hyw  soone  with  wil  D. 

2  0.  gloss  '  herborue. '        3  wyle  0. 

4  yn  O,  hous  &  ben  3oure  gest  D. 

5  0.  omits  'as.'  6  for  D. 

7  broght  0.         8  &  )>o  D.  9  noght  0. 

N-10  am.  D.  "  0.  inserts  'hem.' 

12  wete  O.  13  qwat  m&ner  lede  Je  D. 

14  Je  am  D.       15  for  ell  is  not  D.        le  3our  0. 

17  I  cam  D.         18  many  lourne  D. 

19  0.  gloss.  '  hap ' ;  ansuerden  D. 

20  noun  0,  knowyw  no/i  D.          <J1  ben  D. 

22  ar  .  .  loue  att  ry3tfnlly  D.          >23  nwhan  D. 

21  syn  0.          -••  beseke  D. 

23  forhile  for  D.        ^  jjyngc  0. 


le  sei??t  horn  les  ad  trou6, 
t  Le  ostel  les  ada  demande ; 

bLa  vne,  du??t  YUS  ai  cunte, 

Meintenant  se  est  leue,  2444 

t  De  herbiger  luy  ad  gnmte, 
t  Si  le  recast  en  charit«5. 

H  Macharie  se  siet  pur  re  poser ; 
t  Sun  message  ne  volt  ublier ;  2448 

t  Les  femmes  deua?*t  sei  ad  apele ; 

Celes  de  venir  ne  suwt  targe. 
§  IF  "Mw/t  ai,"  dit,c  "  trauiHe, 
*  E  pur  vus  vine  en  ceste  cit4 ;  2452 

Pur  ceo,  vus  pri,  pur  dawpne  de"e, 
I  Vos  eoueres  me  dites,  de  seiwtete.' 


t  H  La  vned  fewnie  ly  respundi, 
'  Qe  ceo  sust  il  bien  defi,  2456 

Qe  celee  nuyt  urewt  lur  baruns, 
Qe  estre  poeintf  en  oreisuns ; 
Ou  en  nul  autre  seintet6, 
Qe  tiele  vie  vnt  demeneV  2460 


t  H  Le  seint  les  ad  nmlt*  prie      [if.  129,  coi.  2] 

t  Qe  ne  luyh  celassent  la  verite ; 

t  Eles  li  unt  dunqes1  cunt6 

t  '  Qe  a  dou3  freres  su?ztk  espuse,         2464 

t  E  qe  quin3e  auj1  esteient  passe 

t  Qe  ensemble  sunt  herbege,m 

a  ad  tost. 

b  B.  has  for  the  next  four  lines — 

Ceus  1'unt  maintenant  grante 

Oil  le  receust  en  charite". 
c  Mut  ai,  fet  il,  pwr  vws.        d  L'un. 
e  chescun.        f  Dune  poy  poaient  estre. 
K  s.  horn  les  ad  forment  [If.  21,  bk.,  col.  2]. 
h  K'eles  ne  ly.         {  Celes  .  .  .  tut. 
k  marie.        ^  sunt  ia  passant. 
m  vut  est6  manant. 

28  ]>at  oon  D.  a  macare  0,  machure  D. 

M  And  passyde  by}>  0,  &  passid  arn  D. 
31  gederc  OD. 
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J3at  neuer  wtt/i  hem1  were  we  onys  wroth 

Ne  )>ey  vriih  vs  )>at  wedded  vs  both, 

Ne  for  no  J>yng  )>at  euer2  may  betyde  1969 

To-gedyr  shul  we  neuer  chyde. 

Yn  relygyiw  we  wulde3  vs  do ; 

Oure  husbondys  graunte  nat4  far-to;  1972 

3yt  haue  we  leuer  leue5  cure  wylle 

J)an  oure  hosbundys  greue  \vitfi6  ylle. 

So  moche  loue  ys  vs  among1 

jput  none  to  oj>er  wyl  do7  wrong."        1976 

Among  oj>er8  }>ynges  to  hym  fey  spake,9 
"  We  J>enke  so  moche  on  oure  wedlake, 
For  hyt  ys10  yn  )>e  olde  testament,     [leaf  u] 
And  yn  )>e  newe  hyt  ys11  sacrament ;  1980 
And  God12  haj>  ordeyned  hyt  for  J>e  pes, 
And  j?eryn,13  be  bore  he  dies, 
]5at  we  ne  shul,  by  oure14  lyue, 
Neuemiore  to-gedyr15  stryue,  1984 

Ne  foly  wrdys  be16  betwyxe  vs  seyd — 
As  ouj>er  wywmen  makyn  vpbreyd, — 
For  nou?t  enuye  ne  coueytyse, 
Ne  for  noun  ouj>er  maner17  wyse ;        1988 
But  serue18  god  and  oure  husbondys 
yn  alle  J>yng  j>at19  he  sendej)  h}rs  sondys." 

Makayre  ioyed  J>at19  Jjey  were  so  stable, 
And  so  long  whylii20  so  tretable  ;         1992 
he  fankej)  God21  )>at  he  ha)>22  fouwde 
So  mylde  wymmen  yn  wedlak  bounde ; 
he  toke  hys  leue  and  went  hys  weye, 
As  an  abbot  shulde,  to  hys  abbeye.      1996 


a  Ne .  .  euer,  am.  D. 
4  to  letyn  D. 


1  with  hern,  am.  D. 

:1  woMynD. 

4  grauntyn  not  D. 

•  to  greuyn  D 

7  meche  .  .  .  non  of  vs  wil  O)VT  D. 

•  Alle  o)wr  H,  of  many  D.     '  0.  gloss  'seyde.' 
"  wwO,  It  was  D.          "  itiBlwU 

11  God  OD, 

''>  inserted  in  a  later  1  in  to  (am. 

And)  D. 

14  our  O,  )*rfore  we  schu!  not  be  oure  D. 
"  gedere  OD,  ben  at  D. 
"be  O,  ow.  Harl.,  no  folv  wurdit  betwen  vs 


beD. 


mancr  of  D.         ft  smiyn  D. 


Vnques  Tune  1'autre  ne  corouca  * 

En  tant  de  tens  qe  passa,b 

Ne  ensemble  ne  unt  tence, 

Tant  se  sunt  entre  ame.' 
t  "  Religiun,"  dient,  "  vodrunt6  entrer, 
t  Mes  nos  baruns  neld  uoleint  granter. 
t  Nos  volers*  volum  meu^  lesser 
t  Qe  nos  mari;  corucer.f " 

IT  Plust*  a  deu  piere  omnipotent 

Qe  tieles  fussent  trou6  souewt !          _  1 7-i 

Mes  ore, — beneit  seit  deu, — troiiu/// 
t  Fe??imes  mariej  qe  a  custum 
t  Qe  respunderunt^  a  lur  baruns, 

Vint  et  qttatre'  p«roles  pur  vns. —  2480 

11  A  Macharie  vnt  pus  cunt4k 

1  Qe  fermement  unt  penseV 

E  a  deu  promis  cum  par  testament1" 

Qe  erf  grant  cunfermement,  2484 

t  Qe  iames  iesqes  an  lur  mort 
t  Ni  ert°  entre  eoles  descord, 
t  Ne  parole  del  siecle  parlerunt,p 
t  Cum  aucuns  par<i  custume  funt.        2488 
t  Pur  coueitise,  ne  purr  enuie, 

lames  iur8  de  lur  vie.' 


t  IT  Qwant  Macharie  ceo  oy, 
Mult  durement  se  enioy  2492 

Qe  de  eel  concord  &  de  seintete 

t  Furewt  fe7?nues  espusej  troiii  . 

K  i  vousist  le  bacun  a  dreit  duncr,  — 
A  cestes,  ceo  crey,  lee  dust  granter.  2496 

•  Vnkes  nul  autre  ne  ad  c«> 

b  Cum  la  vnt  on  °  vodroni. 

d  A.     Si  nos  baruns  1,  .          •  voluntcj. 

•  de  ren 

•  See  1.  2000-5  of  the  English,  next  page. 

h  en  ire  dient        >  .xx.  e  .iiij.        «  recunte. 
1  leu  men  t  vnt  en  pen«e\ 

n  iawmes  decke.        °  Ne  serra. 

P  ne  parl  .  .        <>  do.        '  Par  .  .  wu-. 

•ai.ul  i..,,r.  t  1«  A,  om.  B  (If.  M]. 


am.  D.    »qwyleD.    «  J*nkydegodO. 
,  |*nkid  .  .  tad  D. 


72     No  Copulation  with  Wives  during  Penance  and  Lent,  or  in  Holy  Places. 


1God  wuld  hyt  were  now  so  here, 
So  meke  wywmen  2of  so  fayre2  manere ; 
But  of  oufer,  men  mowe3  fynde 
wymmen  yn  wedlak  ry^t  on-kynde,4    2000 
)?at  for  a  game  wurde5  yn  veyn 
Jtey  wy!  ?yue  forty6  a$eyn. 
Se  how  Jjese7  wymmen8  a-cordauwce 
Plesyd9  god  wit/*  lytyl  penauwce,         2004 
And  preysed  he?w  to10  seynt  Makayre 
For  J)ey  bare  heyw11  yn  wedlak  fayre  ; 12 
As  moche  fan  shal  he  he??i13  blame, 
J3atchydynto-gydyr,&reysyn  shame.14  2008 

$yf  ))ou  euer  )?y  wyfe  lay15  by 
Yn  tyme  of  penau»ce,  to  seye  flesshly,16 — 
3yf  fou  be  custuwable  bar-to, 
]5ou  synnest  gretly,  my  boke  seyb  so.  201 2 
yn  holy  tyme  and  halyday 
Forbere  by  wyfe,17  $yf  bat  bou  may. 

Ne  bou  shalt  nat  know18  ))y  wyfe 
yn  holy  place,  by19  J>y  lyfe ;  2016 

3yf  J?ou  do  hyt  custw?iably,          [leaf  u,  coi.  2] 
pou  synnest,  y  sey,20  dedly ; 
Cherche  or  cherche^erd,  y  sey,21 
yn  holy  stede  hyt  ys  grete  eye.22          2020 

yn  lentyn  tyme23  of  fastyng  * 
Shalt  bou  leue  to  do  swyche  byng.24 
yn  estyr  tyme  also,  y25  forbede  | 
J?at  boil  haunte  any26  swyche  dede.     2024 

3yf  a  woraman  yn  hordam  27  do  swyche 
outrage28 

1  See  11.  2475-80  of  the  French. 

*-a  of  here  0,  mylde  women,  of  here  D. 

3  mow  0,  may  D. 

4  vnkynde  0,  ful  on-kynde  D. 

5  gamyn  wurd  D.        6  3euyrc  .xx".  ]>er  D. 

7  >ys  0.       8  women  with  D.       9  plesedyn  D. 
10  euere  preysid  he  D.          u  hem  bare  0. 

12  so  trewe  in  wedlok  ware  D. 

13  &  as  meche  mote  hem  of  D. 

14  ch.  &  fy^ttyra  &  don  meche  scame  D. 

15  owher  .  .  ly  D.          16  it  was  foly  D. 
17  lust  D.          le  k.  fleschly  (om.  Ne)  D. 

10  be  0,  >e  h.  day  be  D.          »  be  hir  >an  D. 

21  seye  O,  or  in  cherche  sawe  D. 

22  awe  D.        23  it  is  tyme  D. 


IT  Ta  femme  ne  deisa  aprocher 

En  seint  tens  pur  pechier. 

bA  blamer  est  chescun  home    [leaf  120,  back] 
f  Qe  le  fet  de  custume.b  2500 

En  loant  ne  di  miec  autremewt 

Pur  dire  plusd  seurement. 
t  11  En  leu  qe  est  dedie}, 
f  Od  uos^-e  iemme  ne  assemble^  ;        2504 
t  Car,  sache3  pur  veir,e  vus  peche^, 
t  Si  a  ceo  seie$  acustume^/ 
*  11  En  tens  (\uant  deue3  iuner, 
J  Q?/ant  comewce  pasche^  aprocher,     2508 
f  En  tens  ausi  de  oreisim, 

Detenir  se  deit  chescun  horn. 

U  II  auient  aucune  feeh 
t  Qe  vne  ad  priue1  fiance  dune  2512 

t  A  autre  qe  n'ad  espuse" 

Deuant  seint  eglise  conferme.k — 

Sii  charnele  conusance 

Venist  apres  cele  fiaunce,  2516 

a  devej. 

b~b      Chescun  deit  ben  estre  blame" 

Ke  a  coe  fere  est  a-custume'. 
c  le  di  nent.  d  E  p.  de  le  plus. 
e  de  veir  ke. 

*  Si  encuntre  cest  c<mseil  face}. 
8  paske  com  .  .  h  souvente  fie}. 
1  Ke  akun  ad. 

k  conferme  om.  A.  Par  seint  eglise  conferme}  B. 
i  Kar  si. 

-4  fou  schalt  leue  al  swych  doyng  D. 
'^  paschc  tyme  I  >e  D.  '^  vse  no  D. 

1J7  )>ou  in  hordam  dost  D. 
28  L.  2525  Fr. 
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)3at  a1  wrong  eyre  bere  herytage  ; 
But  she  wul  seye  hyt.-  y  dar  wel  telle 
£at  she  )>arfore  may3  go  to  helle  ;  *    2028 
For  she  ys  cursed,  yn  stedys  sere  ,4 

.es  yn  )>e  $ere. 
And  swyche  an  eyre,  y  vndyrstande, 

1  reioshe5  hys  lande.       2032 
Many  >yinii:s  to  hordam  longe; 

by)>  ly$t,  and  sum  be))6  stronge, 
£at  be)>  a^ens  ry^t7  spousale, 
pat  y  nel  rekene,  ne  telle  of8  tale,  §    2036 
But  opu/tly  J)at  seyd  may9  be; 
For  many  longe10  to  pryuyte.   J 
For  pryuytees,11  jyf  y  hem  named  '-' 
Lyjtfejly  my$t  y  be  blamed.12  2040 

But  )>ogfi  a13  man  sey  neuer  so  weyl 

Vnto  hys  sawys  men  fyden14  teyl.15 
J)at  weddyd  be)),16  God  $yue  he»*  my$t, 
\vedlak  to  holde  weyl  and  ry$t,    2044 
;yue  lif//i  grace,  hordam  to  fle, 
vn  clenesse  wuld  leue17  and  be. 


[The  Seventh   Commandment.™] 

The  seuew)>e  shul  we  nat  forhele 
1  No  mannys19  godii  shalt  )>ou  si 
For  J>ys  ys  one  of  ten  ;  2° 
))arefore  y  pray  21  alle  men 
v  kepe  hem  fro  J>ys--' 


1  a,  on  vie  0,  Jxm  wylt  seyn  it  D. 

3  )xm  may  at  Jwfore  D. 

vcl  also  in  fere  D.     D  jmN  liix  - 
tefore  2029-30. 

*  aehal  he  neurre  ioyje  in  I  >. 

*  many  be  1.  &  many  HI 

;irn  a-jens  trewe  D. 
8  I  can  n..t  ...  ho  D. 

*  >at  opynlv  seyd  fel  to  be  D.         10  lon^.- 
11  preiiyUs  0.        »  1.  2089,  2040,  ow.  1  ». 

I  h  sam  (ow.  bnt)  D.         u  fyndyn  0. 
'"'  stimni'-  c(intr:n  v  it  -.I-,  -\.1.1  (». 
'•  >o  Jwt  weddid  ben  1> 
17  Ijrayn  D  (at  foot  «  Amen.  q«orf.  am.  Rose  :  '). 


1  ». 


£  sun  qeor  fust  consentant, 

E  ceo  qe  il  dist  en  affiant, 

Moltelement*  ad  pech^ 

Quant  autre  ad  pusb  espuse 

Apertement  deuant  la  gent ; 

Carc  a  la  premere  est  tenu  outrementd 

Trop  ad  fort6  t-ntri« -ln-ment 

De  tieles  fiances  priuejf  sou< 

1F  Femme  qe  par  trop  grant  outrage, 

Ou  pur  amur  de  heritage, 

Dist  qe  eole  enfant  porta 

Qe  en  sun  ventre  ne  reposa, 

EK  par  celeh  grant  faucet^ 

'Le  dreit  heyrk  ad  desherite, — 
*  De  tu$  ces  pec-lii- •;  « >/  greignur; 

Repente  sei  a  tut  iur.* 

U  Cuwtre  matrimoine  suwt  ces1  pecli 

Qe  ore  vu#  auum  nonie^  ;m 

E  plusurs  autres,  bien  sachie^, 
§  Qe  ci  ne  su/r  i  ;n  2536 

Car  muj  de  gree  ay  lesse,      [if.  i»  bk.,  eoL  t] 
|  Pur  ceo  qe°  tuchent  priuite  j 

Meu^  voil  qeP  seient  cele, 

Qe  par  moi  ne  fussewt  mustre.^         2540 

leo  promis  al  comencemewt 

Qe  priuite1"  n'i  mettrai  nieut. 


sctimc  comaubciU'/a  t*t  qc  bous 
nc  cmblc»  nicnt; 

v  di'iui///  ]<•  tn-spas  nomer 
(t>e  suwt  raci:  .bli-r.        •_'•"•  I  I 

aiiant  >\n>   n//.<  !<•'  cuntuiii. 
t  Chescu//  licnir"  amonester  volu/// 

!,'  ,].-  r.-t 

•  Mortelment         b  vne  autre  ad. 

c  C;(  t.        «  ia  foL 

f  priuees.         K  A.  omit^ 

:   (if.  22,00) 
'-'       Sachez  coe  e  le  grenur  pech^ 

De  tuj  ecus  keavant  ay  n* 
k  a  i  Kn.Miiitro  .  .  leu.        »  ici  nome}. 

»  uasnome.      °  ke  il.      >'  k  il.      • 

kelea.  "  home  A,  o». 


'• 


• 

mans  O,  mannya  good  D. 
JwtonD.    "pwyjeD.    «  kopyn 


>at  D. 
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The  Seventh  Commandment.     The  Evils  of  Theft. 


For  )>ere  ys  moche  veniauuce  ferynne ; l 

de> 

yn  J>ys  worlde,2  shamely  dede ;  2053 

And  sej>yn,  helle ;  for  god  hyt  forbed.3 

God  forbedyf  men4  to  stele          [leaf  14,  back] 

Any  maner  of  worlde's5  wele.  2056 

"Jjou  man,  be)>enke  )>e  wel  before6 

how  J)ou  mayst  ])erfore  be  lore,7 

And  what  J>ou  shalt  haue8  farefore, 

yn  )>ys  world,  and  elyswhore."  2060 

But  manyone  wyl  neuer  beware 

Tyl  su?n  myschau?*ce  make  hem  a^enchare;9 

Slayn,10  or,  yn  prysiw11  be, 

Or  hanged,  J>at  al  )>e  worlde  may  se.    2064 

So  shul  men  J>e  body  shende ; 

And  $yt  to  peyne  J>e  soule  shal 12  wende. 

wulde  men  se  what  myschaiwce 

Cum}>  for  J>eft,13  and  what  penaurcce,  2068 

jjefte14  shulde  nat  be  so  lefe ; 

A  foule  poynt15  ys,  be  clepyd  a  fefe.16 

Oufer  poyntes  of  wykkednes 
Mow  be  soffred,  sum  more,  sum  les  ;    2072 

seruyse 

But  J>efte14  serue))  of  wykkede  note, 
hyt  hangej)  hys17  mayster  by  j>e  Jjrote, 
Or  dojje  hy?»  lese  hys  gode  fame,18 
Or  bryngej?  hym  oute19  of  J>e  towne  for  shame. 
'  ]3efte  shal  neuere  more  be  hyd,  2077 

For,  here  or  elyswhore,20  hyt  shal  be  kyd ; ' 
Jjus  sey)>  )>e  prophete  j>at  men  on  leuys, 
And21  spekej?  to  fals  men  and  to  ]>euys. 
j)e  synne  ys  nat  for^yuen22  )>e  man      2081 
But  he  restore  )>at  he  haue23  tan ; 

lev 

For  $yf  )>ou  make  any  man24  falsly  tyne, 

1  ynne  O.      2  wrlde  0.     3  lines  2053-4,  om.  D. 
4  man  D.        °  wrldys  OD.        6  be-forn  D. 
7  for  ]>ou  .  .  .  for  lorn  D.      8  qwat .  .  .  han  D. 
9  mvshap  bringij)  hyw  in  car  D. 
10  t&kyn  &  slayn  D.       n  prysone  0,  presoun  D. 

12  >i  soule  to  peyne  D. 

13  J>yfte  0,  comyth  for  ]>efte  &  3it  D. 

14  >yfte  0.  "  poynt  o 

16  name  it  is  to  be  calJyd  )>ef  D.          1:  |>e  D. 


t  Car  greueinewt  est  compare ;  2548 

Plusurs  sunt  trop  tard  garni ; 
Pur  ceo,  al  drein  suwt  hony. 

H  Cil  qe  seruent  de  tiel  mester, 
t  Se  dussewt  biena  purpenser  2552 

t  Les  peynes  qe  les  couient  suffrir 
Qe  ne  seuent  lur  meins  tenlr ; 
Car  a  huwtage  grant,  &  b  peine  dure, 
E  a  grant  rnesauenture,  2556 

t  Erent  dun6c  al  chief  de  tur, 
Si  il  ne  s'amendewt  de  lurd  folur. 
Car  pewdu^  serruwt  veant  la  gent 
Sauue  del  alme  le  turment.6  2560 


a  ben  se  dusent.  b  a  hunte  &  a. 

c  SerruTit  done.         d  Ky  ne  se  am.  de  tele. 
e        L'alme  liuere  a  gref  turment.    [If.  22,  bk], 

18  good  name  D.       19  ellyswher  0,  ellis  qwerc  D. 

20  0.  hyt  out. .  wy>  OD,  (D  om.  hym,  hyt,  J>e). 

21  J>at  D  (om.  2nd  to).          a  is  not  forjoue  D. 
23  haj>  0,  b.  J>ou  r.  \>at  >ou  hast  D. 

y  good  D. 


The  Tale  of  how  Zeiwn,  the  Would-be  Thief,  reformd  himself.  7~> 


As  for  jjeft,1  )>ou  shalt  haue  pyne  ;       2084 
And  moche  more,  for  swyche2  falsnes, 
jjan  for  any  ou)>er  falsnes  j>at  es.3       ^  f^le 

4 A  gode  ensample  fes  clerkys  wote5 
Of  a  tale  Jjat  an  abbot  wrote,6  2088 

feat  }>euys  shulde7  before  hem  loke 
Ar8  j>ey  oujjer  mewnys  )>yng  toke ; — 
yn  '  vytas  patru??» '  hyt  ys  wryte  ;9  § 
hyt  ys  a  boke  fat10  clerkys  wete,  ||      2092 
And11  ful  fayre  techyng  ys  j>er-ynne12  [u,*] 
For  to  leue  of  )>eft13  )>e  synne. 

[TJie  Tale  of  Zenon,  the  would-be 
Thief:  how  he  reformd  himself  ~\ 

[Vitas  Patrum,  ed.  Roseweyd,  p.  569. — G.  Paris.] 

J)ys  yche  abbot,  $enon  he14  hyght,  * 

And  wel15  he  was  -with  god  almygfit ;  I 

Vppon  a  day16  he  went  hys  wey          2097 

To  Palestyne,  J>at  ys  an17  abbey, 

To  make  hys  vysytacyiw 

As  fallef  yn18  relygyun ;  2100 

And  as  he  went  by19  j>e  strete 

he  behelde  a  fniyt  ryjt  feyre  and20  swete ; 

J}ys  yche  fniyt  he  desyred21  faste, 

And  hys  herte  moche  j>arto22  he  caste,  § 

'  Gourdys ' M  )>us  men  clepe  )>e  name  ;  2105 

feys  gode  man  )>oght,  "  y  am  to  blame 

v  take  ouj>er  me?mys  J>yng 
wyjj-oute  leue  of  any24  askyng.  2108 

For  sope,  he  seyde,  J>an  were  y  a  pefe28 

>efte  OD.      2  mechil  m.  for  su?n  D. 

for  sum  >at  falsnesse  isae  D. 

H  A  tale  in  margin  HO. 

woot  0,  Jwt  cl.  wot  D. 

wroot  0,  >at  in  a  bok  he  wrot  D. 

srhnldyn  D.        M  or  D. 

wrete  6,  wreten  D. 

10  )wt  J>y§  cl.  0,  |>at  cl.  weten  D. 

11  Andaoh  n  D. 
18  )»yae  0,  to  letyn  of  Jwfte  Jwt  B.  I ' 

14  It  was  an  ab.  bat  ;cnan  D.          1S  weyl  0. 

"  ys  an,  »- 

1N  it  fall ij,  in  his  D.          "  wente  be  0. 
*  frut  bat  was  ful  D  i 


U  Pur  ceo  vus  cunterai  de  un  seint  abbe, 

Qe  nus  ad*  ensample  dune 
t  Cum  chescun  se  dust  purpenser 

Qe  garder  se  voderab  de  encumbrer.  2564 
*  Cest  abb(5,  *  Zenon  '  fu  nom4, 
|  Mult  fu  bien  de  dampne  dee  ; 

Ceo  vnt  ces  fes  bien  proue  4 
||  Qe  en  vn  liured  nuum  trou^  2568 

§  Qe  «  Vitas  Patrum  '  est  apel-  : 

Si  est  de  g?-ant  auctorite 

E  mencowge  ni  ert  nul  trou^, 

Bien  deit  pur  ceo  estre  escut£.e 


\_Tlie,  Tale  of  Zenon,  the 
Thief:  how  I"    ,;/unn<l  himself] 

t  H  Vn  iur  uolt  aler  uisiter 

t  Ces  freres  qe  il  ama  cluer  :  f    [if.  no] 

Palestine  esteit  nome 

Le  leu  vei-8  ou  il  est  ale. 

t  Qwant  en  sun  chemin  fu  entiv. 
t  Vn  frut  qe  il  ad  mttlt*  ann- 
Folementh  ad  regard^,  — 


t  *  Gurdes  '  est1  le  frut  apele— 
§  k  Meintenant  lo  coueita  ; 

Mi-s  lo  jiri.il.uiu'  sc  |i///-pt'iisafk 
t  Qe,  autru  chose,  san^  cungo 
t  Prendre,  sern-it  Ian  in 


2580 


2584 


»  Ky  ni«  ad  bon.        h  voiit.       c  ben  et|>i 
d  Sicum  en  escrist  (over  CHC.    '  un    liu;. 
written). 

0  Lines  2569-72  are  in  the  margin,  at  top.     A  . 
leaves  out  1.  2f>71.     f  mut  .  lu-r.     «  ke  forment  ad. 

h  Mut  tnl,n,rnt.         <  '    urdea  esteit 
k-k      Seropres  est  le  fmit  coueitant 
Mes  a  sai  pensa  tant. 

1  Larc-in,  j.i/r  v,-ir  . 

al  ilke  frut  he  coueytid  D. 

"  Ur  to  moche  O,  Wto  mechil  (om.  And)  D. 

«  OounlusO,  t  l«  D. 

M  my  D.         »  K  OD  (om.  he  teyde  D). 


76  The  Tale  of  how  Zenon,  the  Would-be  Thief,  reformd  himself. 


And  )>efte  ne  ys  gode.  ne  gode1  man  lefe; 2 

And  $yf  y  stele,  y  am  a  feluw ; 

hanged  y  shal  be,  Jmrgli3  ry$t  resu?*.     2112 

Fyrst  y  wylle  wyte4  J>e  soj>e  certeyne. 

3yf  y  may  suffre  ))at  yche5  peyne 

|3at  j>efys6  suffre  for  feft7  sake, 

Ar  y  wyl8  oght  of  J>e  fruyt  take  ;         2116 

And  $yf  y  may  nat  suffre  J>«t  \vo, 

To  )>efte  wyl9  y  neuer  go." 

Kygfct  as  he  )>oght,  lie  dede  eche  dele, 

perche 

he  $ede  and  clambe10  vpp  on  a  pele,11  2120 

And  hyng12  J>eron  by  J?e  honcl,13 — 

Nat  by  ])e  nekke,  y  vndyrstonde14 — 

For  hyt  ys  nat  oueral  J>e  lawe 

For  to  do  so,  men  to15  dawe.  2124 

Fyue  days  he  hyng16  J?ere  stylle 

A^ens  J?e  suraie  by17  hys  wylle;  § 

And  hyt  was18  yn  )>e  somerys  tyde, 

whan  j>e  hete  ys  al  yn19  pryde.  §         2128 

£an  seyd20  he,  to  hymself  bore, 

"  Jpys  peyne  wyl21  y  suffre  no  more  : 

]5efte,  he  seyde,  y  here22  forsake;        [leafia] 

jtys  fruyt,  wyl23  y  nat  take.  2132 

Syn24  y  may  nat  suffre  for  grefe 

J3e  peyne  bat  befallej)  to25  a  befe." 

)3ys  ensample  were  gode  to  kone,26 
Alle  hem  fat  to  befte  hem  wone ; 27  *  2136 
}3o  J>at  haue  here  handy s  as  lyrne,28 
To  hem  were  gode  to  here  bys  ryme  ; 

1  gode  0,  no  H,  >.  to  god  is  not  lefe  D. 

2  lef  0.         3  hangen  schal  I  be  D. 

4  wete  0,  wete  )>e  certeyn  D.          5  ilke  D. 

6  >euys  OD.        7  fefte  0,  >eftis  D. 

8  wyle  0,  or  I  wil  ony  D.         9  J>an  wil  D. 
10  bcr  he  clomb  D.          »  peyl  0,  pel  D. 
12  hynge  0,  heng  D.          »  handys  D. 

14  not  be  ...  we  vndgrstandte  D. 

15  men  so  to  0,  don  men  so  of  D. 

16  hynge  0,  hong  D.          17  Jvit  synne  be  D. 
18  &  was  D.          J9  qwan  hete  is  in  al  his  D. 
20  spak  D.          -1  wyle  0,  of  >.  fr.  wil  D. 

22  here  I  D.       «  wyie  Q. 

24  Si»in  (om.  for)  D.          *  fallib  for  D. 

26  example  is  good  to  knowe  D. 


t  "Si  larcin  face,"  dit,  "cum*  felun, 
t  Pendre  me  deit  horn,  parb  resun ; 
t  Primes  voil  uere,  si  pusse  pewdre, 


t  Auant  qwe  lec  frut  voil  pmidre ;       2588 
t  Si  la  peine  ne  pits  suffrir, 
t  De  larcine  me  dei  detenir." 
t  Ensid  fist  cu??i  ad  pense, 

Car  encuwtre  vn  pel  se  ad  dresce,6    2592 

Qe  a  ce  loes  quis  out  de  gree. 


§  Encu??tre  le  solail  chaut  en  estee, 
t  Cine  iurs  estut  co?ztinue^ 
Encu?^tre  le  pel  adrescej.  2596 


Pus,  a  ces  moygnes  ad  dit, 


t  "  Le  frut  prendre  seit  quit  &  quit, 

t  Pus  qe  ieo  ne  pusse  porter f 

f  La  peine  qe  deiuewt  laruns^  auer."    2600 
U  Mwlt  ad  dune  bele  furmeh 
De  chastiemerct,  cest  seiwt  oure.1 
Si  soue?^t  se  fusse?zt  purpense^ 

t  Ki  les  meins  out  englue3,k  2604 


a  face  fet.        *  i.        c  del.        d  Issi  le. 

e  For  the  next  six  lines  B.  has — 

E  vne  harte  en  tur  sun  col  pos6, 
Ky  ly  destrein,  e  il  le  ad  oste. 
Pus  dist  a  seymemes  en  secrai, 
De  prendre  le  frutt  sey  qta'<  de  moy. 

f  pus  pas  endurer  [If.  22,  bk.,  col.  2]. 

K  ke  lanm  deit. 

h  ad  ici  bon  example  donez. 

1  These  lines  omitted. 

k  A  ceus  ke  vnt  les  mains. 


<27  ]>at  to  >efte  wil  hywi  drawe  D. 
™  han  hool  handis  &  lym  D. 


Against  Theft,  Chil<1 -stealing,  and  Churck-Breai 
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)5an  mygfct  bey  wytii1  redly 
what2  shum.   J?at  bey  were  wurby,        2140 
And  swych  grace  my$t  god3  hew  sende 
pat  bey, burgfc  bys  my$t4  hem  amende. 

A5  befe  to  hys  befte  hab6  rape, 
For  he  wene))  euer-more  for7  to  skape  ; 
yn  bat  hope  he  dobe  hys  euyl,  2145 

And  al  ys8  enty cement  of  )>e  deuyl. 
\)  ,t  iv  fore  bebenke  be  wel9  wtt/i-ynne 
Jpat  befte  ys  cu??ibrement10  of  synne.  2148 

3yf  a  man  make  a  chylde  ogfct11  stele, 
S\\\«  li,-  styl1-  befte  shal  he  nat  hele; 
A  befte  hyt  ys,  $yf  bou  do  so, 
To  tyse18  a  chylde  swyche  synne  to  do. 

Or  3yf  J)ou  cue?*  stale  a14  chylde  aweye, 
yn  >\v\(  li.-  befte  ys  grete  affraye.15 
yn  bys  twey  bynges  and  yn  J>ys16  fame 
Are  wywmen  moche  for17  to  blame.     2156 
For  bey  haue18  cu?wlyngys  yn  and  oute ; 
Of  swyche  shuld  men  haue18  grete19  doute. 

shul  neuer  weyte  but  AVO, 
Swych. ;  ( ii///lyngy8,  to  ne20  fro,  2160 

])ey  are  wurfy  to  be  shent 
yn  )>ys  yche21  comau?idunient. 

3yf  )>ou  brake  euer  any  kyrke22 

taki 

On  day,  oryn23  ny^t,  yn  myrke,-4        2164 
J)«»u  art  a-cursed,  J)»u  \vost»;25  weyl, 
And  hange  were  wur)>y26  on  a  peyl. 


wrte  OD.          a  reilily  :  «|\\  at  D. 

god  rayjt  D.          '  myU'-  I'oruh  t>is  D. 

0  cm.  A. 

in  to  )>.  hath  alwey  D. 

more  HO,  om.  D;  for  HD,  oin.  O. 
•>D. 

weyl,  man  0, 
10  enci  1 1  n  owht  a  child  to  D. 

o,  still-  D.  ...  D. 

14  )*»  stele  ony  D.          IB  it  is  gret  fray  D. 

16  Of  Jwse  to  )>ingis  k  of  swv 

17  arn  many  women  mechc  D.         l8  han  I  >. 
lfgretOD.       »sue.  ke  D. 
B  0.  gloss,  'cherche/  wcrk  D.         *  on  O. 

*•  day  or  nyjt  in  )*  merke  D.         »  wost  OD. 
*  &  wurjri  to  lmng«»n  vp  D. 


Quel  huwte*  les  couient  suffrir 
*  Qe  de  larcin  ne  se  seuent  tenir ; b 

Plus  harn-ic/^t  jmr  v< •: 

Autre  chose  p?-e/idre  sanj  cunge  ; c     2608 

Mes  ceo  est  tu?  iurs  lur  fau^  confort 

Qe  les  met d  a  huntuse  mort , 
t  Qe  tu^  iurs  quide;tt  eschaper  26 1 1 

Fors  qtiant  se  veie//t  del  hard'1  li.»r ;  Ci»/»l 
t  Ceo  est  la  fraudef  del  maufe ; 

De  ki  nus  defende  da;»pne  d(5e  ! 

U  Ore  \us  dirru/H,  ci  uus  plest, 

En  q?/el  mane;-e  home  mesfet  L'«U  •'. 

Par  cestc  pechi6  malure 

Qe  larcin  est  apel^. 

IT  *Ki  homes  ou  temmes  uu/it  eiuhler, 

Coupables  sunt  tut  a  premer ; 

Ki  gent  emblent  pur  mesfere, 

Le  deable  les  uolt  a  li  trere. 


t  U  Ki  ad  muster  debruse", 
Fet  ad,  sache$  de  verit*, 

t  Kncuiitre  ceo  qe  est  comandd. 


*  huntage.  b  ne  se  s.  de  1. 

Coe  ne  dusent  il  oblier  iammes 
E  leaser  autre  chose  en  pea. 
d  Ke  lur  meat. 

•  Jeske  se  vcient  de  la  barte. 
'  deceit*. 

f  For  this  and  the  next  two  i«ragraphs  B. 
hat— 

r  Utehaitift  k>  Mint  Matte 
De  pendre  aunt  coupable  al  primer. 
Plu*  grant  larcin  ne  poet  not  fere 
Ke  entiseer  la  gent  a  mal  fere. 
5  K  cil  qi  ad  muster  debrusl, 
Ov  rien  del  egliseen  ] 
S:i.-nl.-kr--  :«  I  !•  '    IMTMBMt, 

B  si  eat  cscuine[njg»;  ootremrnt. 
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And  $yf  fou  bere1  awey  )>e  )>yng<, 

pe  more  fou  fallest  yn  cursyng*.  2168 

3yf  fou  haue  be  a  fefe  of  pray  [if.  15,  col.  2] 
To  robbe  men  be2  ny$t  or  be3  day,  * 
Gretly  fou  dost  a^ons  fe  lawe, 
|X)U  ogfctyst  to  do  swyche  men  aMawe. 

Or  $yf  fou  swyche  foly  began5         2173 
To  rauyshe  any6  wowmun, 
jjat  ys  to  seye,  any7  wedded  wyfe, 
)3e  more  ys  ]>y  syn?*e  &8  perel  of  lyfe.   2176 

3yf  fou  rauyssh  any9  mayden  clene — 
A^ens  here  wyl,  fat10  ys  to  mene, — 
hyt  ys  seyde  jmrgfr  lawe  wrete. 
Jjat  fyn  hede  shulde  be  of  smete  n       2180 
(Lawe  make))  fat  commandement) 
wttft-oiityn  any  iuggement ; 
)5at  mayst  fou  fynde  al  an12  sum 
In  code  '  de  raptu  virginura.'  2184 

3yf  ))ou  rauysshe  a  mayden  powre,13 
)3ou  art  holdyn14  to  here  socoure; 
And,  fat  shal  be15  at  here  wylle, 
For,  as  she  wyl,16  JJQU  shalt  fulfylle ;   2188 
For  fou  hast  do  here17  tresuTi, 
£ou  hast  stole  here18  warysiuz ; 
hyt  may  fe  brynge  to  more  cimbryng* 
)3an  foght19  J>ou  haddest  stole  moche20  oufer 
To  comuw  lechours,  y  J?ys21  seye,       [J^ng1- 
Many  wit^.-oute  shryfte  shul  deye. 

3yf  fou  be  a22  lordyng, 
And  outraiusly23  takyst  meraiys  fyng  2196 
yn  tyme  of  werre  or  tyme  of  pes, 
stelyst  hyt,  wit/i-oute  les, — 


f  Si  il  i  eit  chose  enporte, 

t  De  dreit  e*^  escomenge, 
Ceo  siet  chescuw  home  lettre.  2628 

U  E  ne  mie  ceus  sulement 
Funt  encuratre  cest  comandement : 

t  Ein3  fet  encuwtre,  chescun  robur 

*  Qe  pemt  a  force*  de  nuyt  &  iur.      2632 

t  11  Ky  fefwme  ab  force  ad  raui, 

cFet  ad  encuwtre,  san^  nul  deni. 

Plus  de  asse$  folement 

Qe  si  autre  chose  prist  graumewt.c     2636 


11  Tuj  ceu3  qe  robent  en  guere— 
Si  eole  ne  seit  dreiturele — 


1  beryst  0,  here  D  (om.  3yf). 

2  vsyd  to  robbe  men  D.        3  OD  om.  be. 
4oO,  ofD.        5  began  OD. 

6  to  rauaschyn  euere  ony  D.        7  seyne  ony  D. 

8  in  D.  9  a  O,  rauasehedyst  ony  mayde  D. 

10  it  D.        »  wrety^  .  .  his  hed  .  .  sraeten  D. 
12  and  0.         13  rauaschyst  .  .  pure  D. 

14  holde  O,  be  holde  hir  to  recurc  0. 

15  >at  schal  be  don  D. 

16  wyle  O,  &  al  >at  sche  wile  D. 


a  Ke  emble.     (MS.  Bibl.  Reg.  20,  B.  XIV.) 

b  par. 

°— «       Coe  comaiidme?it  ad  fraint  ici, 

E  sachez,  mut  plus  greuuseraent. 

17  here  a  0,  don  hire  a  D. 

18  &  stolyw  hir  chef  D.         19  >ogn  0. 
-°  )>an  >ou  had  stole  meche  D. 

21  >is  ID.        22  a  gret  D. 
23  \>at  outrageusly  D. 
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But  burgh"  ry$t  or  burgh  cuwnaunte,1 — 
]3ou  art  a  )>efe  $yf  J>ou  hyt  hauwte.        2200 

And  $yf 2  a  lorde  of  a  tounne 
Kobbe  hys  men  oute  of3  resoune, 
J3ogti  hyt  be  yn4  bondage, 
A^ens  ry$t5  he  dobe  outrage.  2204 

he  shal  so  take,  fat  he  may  lyue,6 
And  as  lawe  of  londe  wyl7  for^yue; 
For  $yf8  he  take  ouer  mesure,       [ie»f  15,  back] 
lytyl  tymi;  shal  hyt  dure.9  2208 

lortUhyp 

J?ogh10  god  haue  $euen  hym  J>e  seynorye, 

he  $af  hym  no  leue  to  do12  robborye  ; 

For  god  haf  ordeyned  al  mewnys18  state, 

how  to  lyue,6  and  yn  what  gate ; 14       '2  '2 1  '2 

And  ju^t  he  $yue15  one  ouer  oj>er  my^t, 

he  wyl,16  j>at  he  do  hym17  but  ry$t. 

Jjys  ys  be  ry$t  of  goddys  lokyng1, 

"$elde  euery  man  hys  owne18  fyng*."2216 

But  god  take))  euermore19  veniaunce 

Of  lordys,  for  swych  myschauwce, 

For  swych  robbery  fat20  J>ey  make 

feat21  ofte  of  be  poure22  men  take.        2220 

y  shal  $ou  telle  a.  lytyl  wygfit 

how  hyt  befel  onys  of23  a  knyjt.    A  tale.24 


t  Ou  <\m  pernent  outre  couen 
Pechent  encuwtre  qe  deu  comand. 

t  IT  Qe  tute*  iur  robent  lur  gent, 
t  E  a  tort  pernent  purb  nient, — 
Tut  seit  ceo  de  vileynage, — 
A  lur  alines  fuwt  grant c  damage, 
t  Prendre  purrunt  par  resun, 
t  Sicuw  ley  de  tere  condun. 
Tant  facent  pur  le  amur  dde 
Qe  al  iugement  ne  seiewt  blam^. 


2640 


2644 


26  4  s 


t  Ihesu  crist  prent  mult  souent 
t  De  eel  trespas  grantd  vengemewt : 

Heaf  ISO,  back,  col.  1] 


t  E  ceo  VMS  cunfermenai 
Par  une  cunte  qe  cunteray.® 


[The  Tale  of  the  Knight  who        [The  Tale  of  the  Knight  who 

robd  a  Poor  Man.~\  robd  a  Poor  Man.] 

Sum  tyme  was,  hyt  were  twey25  knyjtys  t  Dcm^  chiualers  iadis  esteient/ 

Jjat  loued  weyl  at26  here  my^tys ;         2224  f      Qe  cherement  so  entre  amcient. 
A  sykenes27  on  fe  toon  gan  falle, 


1  ry^t  of  comenaunt  D.  Ixiu  be  D. 

8  &  Jri  men  robbe  witA-out  D. 

4  al  be  it  in  his  D.        •  )*  ry$t  D. 

6  leue  O,  achuld  .  .  ojxrre  my)t  D. 

7  wyle  0,  wil  }eue  D.        •  &  jif  D. 

•  endure  D.       10  Jif  D.       »  ^eue  O,  Jouyn  D. 

12  make  (om.  hym)  D. 

13  alle  raens  O,  for  he  .  uannys  D. 

gloea  'maner.'    How  he  nchal  lyuyn  A  on 
qwat  g.  D. 

16  >ogh  he  ^eue  O,  jif  he  Jeue  a  man  mcche 
w  wyle  O. 


•  tut  en  [if.  23]. 
0  grant  A.,  om.  B. 

••  VM.V  tlirrai. 


11  .!••  MM  i.ur. 
•'  prf 
'  eatoient 


17  he  do  no  man  (om.  )mt)  D.        »  owyn  D. 
hil  D. 

^y  O. 

•  pore  0,  of  \*  pore  wttA  wrong  ofU  >ei  t.  D. 

•  !„  !H«fsiiv.-h.  D. 

M  narracio  D.        *  it  waa  K  were  to  D. 
«  louedy n  to-gedcr*  wttA  al  D. 

•  syknea  O,  lykneaae  on  |wt  oon  D. 
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he  deyde1  sone,  as  we  shul  alle. 

)}e  tourer  knyjt  seyd  ofte,  alas, 

For2  hys  felawe  so  sone  dede  was.        2228 

Fyl  hyt8  so,  J?ys  lyuyng  knyjt, 

yn  hys  bed  he  lay4  a  nyglit, 

And  was  yn  swyche  a-wakyng1 

))at  he  my$t5  slope  for  no  Jjyng1 ;          2232 

£e  mone  shone  yn  hys6  chaumbre  ftore ; 

))e  knyjt  lay,  and  lokyd  furj>e.7 

At  a8  wyndowe  come  yn  a  beme, 

And  yn  J>e  shynyng1  he  saghe  a  gleme  J 

Ryght  lyche  J>at  kny^t  eueryMeyl        2237 

J)at  sum  tyme  he  loued  ful10  weyl.   § 

Jjys  kny$t  fogfct  '  hytys11  fantome 

jjat  y  se  jms  yn  J)e  mone12  come.'         2240 

He  was  a-frayd13  wi't/i-oute'  fayle, 

And,  fat  was  no  grete  merueyle. 

But  )>e  kny^t  j>at  was  dede 

Cwwfortyd  hym  sone,  &  seyde  hys  rede, 

"  Be  nat  adred,13  for  hyt  am  y  [if.  is/*]  2245 

)5at  Jjou  louedyst14  so  specyaly. 

Y  was  }>y  felaw,  J?y  trewe  frere, 

For  help  y  come  to  }>e  now  here  :         2248 

]3ogh  y  be  dede,  j>ou  darst15  nat  drede, 

Of  helpe  had  y  neuer  er  nede. 

At  nede  shul  men  proue16  here  frendys, 

And  frendes  loue  oj>er  whyle  wel17  endys. 

help  me  now,  y  am  yn  wo,  2253 

J)at  y  may  come  )>e  sonner18  J)e?'fro." 

1  &  deyjed  D.        2  bat  oj>er  .  .  bat  D. 

3  it  fel  .  .  lyuende  D. 

4  lay  on  D. 

5  myghte  0,  my?t  not  D  (om.  bat). 

6  hys  OD,  om.  H. 

7  foor  D.        8  >e  D. 

9  eury  0.         10  was  lie  louede  so  D. 

11  >e  k.  hym  J>ou}t  it  was  D. 

12  yn    ]>e   mone  pus    0,    he    saw  in    be    mone 
lyjt  D. 

13  a  ferd  D.         "  ]>e  louede  D. 

15  darst  Jxm  0,  $if  >ou  be  ded,  bar  >e  not  D. 

16  praie  0,  preuyn  D. 

17  weyl  0,  simtyme  wel  D. 

18  be  sunner  come  0,  come  be  sonere  D. 


t  Le  vn  apres11  deuia  ; 

t  Sun  cu?»paynuwb  mult  se  angussa :  2656 


t  Vne  nuit  en  sun  lit  giseit 
t  Aueille,c  car  dormir  ne  poeit, 

t  La  lune  eel  houred  cler  luseit. 

Le  chiualer  iust  cu?ne  regardeit,         2660 
t  Sunf  ray  panni  la  fenestre  entr«, 

Mes  aparteme/it  li  sembla,? 
§  hQe  celuy  qe  aueit  si  drier, 

Qe  mort  esteit,  le  chiualer,  2664 

|  Vint  en  la  luur  de  la  lune ;  h 
t  Mes  il  qw^da  qe  fut  fantisme.' 

t  kPur  ceo,  fu  tant  affraie, — 

t  Ne  fu  mie  mmieille  par  uerite.k       2668 

t  Mes  le  mort  qe  il  ad  tant  ame 

t  Mein tenant  Tad  cunforte  ; l 
H  "  Seie^,"  dit  il,  "de  bon  cunfort, 
E  sachiez  bien  qe  ieo  su  mort  ;m       2672 

t  Ayde,  vus  vengn  demander ; 


t  Ynqwes  ne  auoy  si  grant  mester. 
t  A  bosoig0  deit  horn  ami  eyder,P 
Cu??i  home  dit  a^  reprouer." 


a  Issi  avint  ke  Tun. 

b  Luy  autir  pw?-  coe. 

c  Esveill^.        d  lune  mut.        e  gust  e. 

f  Vne.        K  E  ap  .  .  a  luy  sembleit. 
h— h  Ke  le  chevaler  ky  mort  esteit, 
K'il  si  cher  ame*  auait 
En  la  lumere  de  la  lune  venait. 

1  quidout  ke  i'antesme  esteit. 

k— *    E  pur  coe  grantmew-t  se  espanteit 
Nul  de  coe  mmialer  se  deit. 

I  reconforte. 

m  E  nent  pourus  de  mei  mort. 

II  Kar  aye  vus  veing  [If.  23,  col.  2]. 
0  bosoing.         P  prouer. 

q  Si  cim  horn  dist  en. 


2676 
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2256 


fee1  knyjt,  )>at  lay  yn  hys  bed, 
wax  bolder,  and  lasse2  a-dred, 
And  seyd  "  felaw,  for  chary  te, 
what  ys  J?y  wo]  shewe  hyt3  me." 
fean  spake  to  hyin  )>e  dedc  kny^t,         2259 
"  feoght4  y  had  space  a  day  &  a5  ny^t, 
Alle  J)e  penaunce  ne  coude  y  telle, 
feat  y  suffre  yn  a  welle. 
A  peyne  y  suffre  hard6  for  )>e  nones, 
For  a  cloj>e  fat  y  refte7  ones  2264 

Of  a  poure8  man  w/t/t-outu  ry$t  ; 
Alas  )>at  euer  y  say9  j>at  sy$t; 
feat  elope  ys  caste  on  me  to  peyne 
A-  heuy  as  any  mounteyne;  2268 

Hyl  ne  mouwteyne,  er)>e  ne  stone, 
Vndyr  heuene  so  heuy  ys  none  ; 
No  so  hote  fyre10  ys  yn  no  land11 
As  hyt  ys  aboute  mo  brennand.12         2272 
fearfore,  felaw,  y  pray18  )>e, 
feat  J)ou  haue  on  me14  pyte, 
And,  to  pore  men  do  nown15  ylle, 
Ne  a^ens  holy  chyrches  wylle  ;  --'*'> 

But  al  )>e  gode  fat  )>ou  mayst,16  werche 
To  pore  men  and17  to  holy  chyrche. 
Me  were  leuere  deye  an  huwdyr  sy)>e18  2279 
fean  suffre  J>ys  peyne  patnogfit  may19  lyfe." 
pan  seyde  )>e  kny^t,  &  wepe20  ful  sore, 
swete  felaw,  telle  me  $yt21  more, 
3yf  any  )>yng  be  so22  certeyne  [leafie] 

feat  may  delyuer  )>c23  of  peyne."  2284 

1  Jris  D.  l-oldere  t  was  not  D. 

•  qwat  is  J>i  wo,  JK>U  telle  it  D. 

4  Dog!.  0,  Jifl).        •  OOTH.  'a.' 

•  hi  I).        7  stal  D.        8  poreOD. 

•  sa  1-  D.        10  fere  0,  fyr  D. 

»w  in  lomln  D. 
''-'  1       -  ''-  I). 


in«- 

toD. 

14  on  roe  l»u  haue  D.        '•  do  Jwn  non  D. 
";  ahv.-y  KfMMl  |«t  )'"t»  I). 

17  do  and  O,  bo)>e  to  p.  m.  *  D. 

18  to  dey)e  an  hundrra  *y}<  I  ' 

lf  >at  may  n  -"  J>i«  kn.  &  wepyd  D. 

n  now  talk  TII>  1  1. 


t  Le  uif  chiualer  mult  pria1 


t  Qeb  sun  estat  luy  cunta. 

t  Le  mort  respnnd  "  a  grant  dolur 

leo  su  liuere,c  nuit  &  iur ; 
t  Tutes  mes  peynes  ne  ptwd  cunter, 

Tanj  i  ad,  ne  les  say*  numbrer ; 
t  Mes  la  plus  greue,  ce  me  e*t  vis/ 
t  Est  par  vne«  chape  que  ieo  toll  iadis  2684 
t  De  un  poure  home,  san$  dreitwre ; 
t  Alla$,  que  ne  usse  dormi  leh  houre ! 
t  Car,  sur  moy  le  unt  ore'  gete,  2687 

Ek  me  semble  pur  uerite  [it  i»  bkn 
t  Qe  mu;etaigne  niad  su^  ciel  si  grant1 
t  Qe  a  porter  seit  plus  pesaunt ; 


t  Pur  ceo,  vus  pri  pur  amistej, 
t  Qe  de  moi  eie$m  pitej ; 


E  al  poure  qe  la  trouere^,11 
t  E  seinte  eglise,0  facej  le  assej ; 
t  Car  meuj  vodrei  certt  fei$  morir 
t  Qe  ceste  peyne  longes  suffrir."          2696 


t  U  PLe  uif  li  domanda  i\ni  li  pout  phw  valer 
t  Pur  li  des  peines  enieter.p 

mut  requis  ad.         b  Al  mort  ke. 

Su  liuere,  e  as  peines.        d  suu 

say  B.,  otn.  A.        f  aria. 

Est  v IIP.        ^  rate*  escorch^  al. 

cele  chape  eat  ore  HUT  ni«y.         k  K  ben. 

Iv  su/  i-H-I  n'jid  tiuuitaine  HI  grant. 

n  ke  al  eglise  trouverez.  la  vendrex. 

P~P      PtM  ly  denianda  le  clieualer 

M-  Iv  |»ait  valer 
I'ur  ly  de  peinr- 

*  ony  >inff  wn.-  i  :l  I' 

"  myjtt«-  «l«-Iyurro  >e  out  I » 
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)3aii  seyd  )>e  knyjt,  "  y  myjt1  be  clere 

jjurgfi  )>e  sacrament  of  )>e  autere." 

pe  kny^t  nemnede  prestes-  manyone  ; 

fean  stode  J>e  dede,  styUe  as3  stone,      2288 

"wylt  Jjou  J>an4  any  of  )>ese  for  )>e  syng,s 

J)e  of  peyue*5  for  to  brynge  1 " 7 

]3e  dede  meuede  hys  hede8  to  &  fro, 

For  he  was  payd  of  nouw9  of  )>o.          2292 

wete  ^e  forso])e,  boj?e10  man  and  wyfe, 

J3ey  were  nat  of11  clenU  lyfe ;  § 

Of  hem  J>e  dede  $af  noun  answere, 

he  made  no  fors  of  here  preyere.  J       2296 

Nej>eles,12  )>e  seluyn  messe 
ys  no)>er  J)e  wurse,  ne  )>e13  lesse ; 
]3e  suwne,  hys  feyrnes  neuer  he14  tynes,15  * 
)3ogh"  hyt  on  )>e  muk  liepe16  shynes,  § 
But  )>e  muk  ys  j>e  more  stynkyngge17  2301 
)3ere  |je  suune  ys  more  shynyngge.18 
Ne19  more  hyt  ys  lore,  J>e  vertu 
Of  j>e  messe,  but20  mannys  pru.  4.       2304 
))ogh"21  Jje  prest  be  fals  or  frow, 
Jje  messe,  ys  euer  gode  ynow  ; 22 
Eut  J?e  preyere  ha)?23  no  my^t, 
For  hys  lyfe  ys  nat  clene  dy^t.  2308 

j)e  kny^t  nemnede  one  at  J?e  laste, 
A  gode  man,  and  a  ry^t24  stedefaste  : 
"  wylt  ))ou  j>at  he  preye  for  J?e  1 " 
J)o  seyde  |?e  dede  "  wel  were  |)an  me25  2312 
$yf  he  ^vulde  for  me  syngge, 
he  my^t  me  of26  peynes  bryngge." 

1  myghte  0,  myjt  D. 

2  Harl.  'p'test,'  om.  OD.         3  stille  as  a  D. 
4  >at  0,  fat  )>ei  for  D.         5  syngge  0. 

6  out  of  peynys  D.        7  bryngge  0. 
8  hys  hede  meuede  0.         9  plecyd  with  nou  D. 
10  bo>e,  mn.  D.         "  alle  of  D. 

12  Nobles  0,  not  for  J>an  )>e  self  D. 

13  neuere  )>e  wers  no  of  pris  D.         14  ne. 
15  0.  gloss  'lesy|>.'        «  mukhyl  D. 

17  nuikhil .  .  stynkend  D. 

18  hoot  schynyng  D. 

19  No  0,  no  more  is  lorn  D.         *  to  D. 
21  IfD.        »  anowD. 

as  preyeris  of  hy7;i  han  D. 


t  Le  niort  respuwd  "  cum  ieo  entonk,11 

t  Del  auter  le  haut  sacrement."  2700 

t  Le  uif  ad  mwlt1'  prestres  nome, 

E  demande  '  si  il  p?tstc  a  gree 
t  Qe  ces  prestres  pur  li  priassent, 

E  messes  pur  luy  cliantassent.'          2704 
t  La  teste  escutd  plusura  fee^ ; 
t  De  euz  ne  fu  miee  paie3, 
S  Car  il  ne  fure?it  def  bone  vie, 
t  Mes  de  male,?  ne  dutej  mie ;  2708 

J  Pur  ceo,  de  eu^  force  ne  fist 
t  Qeh  pur  luy  pn'asseut  Ihe^u  crist. 
t  H  Ne  quide^1  mie  nepurqz^ant, 
t  Qe  le  sacreme?it  fuk  mein^  vaillant  2712 

De1  eu^,  plus  qe  en  bone  gent; 
j  Car  de  home  nem  pvent  enpiremeret 
§  Nient  plws  qe  pet  le  fimer 
*  Le  solail,  qe  sur  li  fiert  cler.n  2716 


t  H  Al  niort,  au  drein,  vn  home0  noma ; 

pPus  de  luy  demanna, 
t  '  Si  il  fust  paye  de  luy,'  P 
t  "  Oil,"  dist  le  mort,  "  sache^  de  fi,    2720 
t  Plust  a  deu  qe  pur  nioi  voleit^  pn'er,r 
t  Car  il  me  p?jrra  nizdt8  ayder." 

a  en  teng.         b  muj  de.         c  prest. 

d  croulout.        e  mie  ben.         '  mie  en. 

8  Ainz  furent  de  mauueis.         h  Si. 

1  Nel  creer.         k  sait.         l  En. 

m  de  uul  liom. 

n  qe  le  solail  du  femer 

Ke  sur  ly  fert,  e  lust  si  cler.         °  prcstre. 
P— P  Est  de  ly  fu  paie,  luy  demanda. 
q  Coe  doint  deu  ke  \mr  moi  voilla. 
r  Mut  ben  sui  apaie  de  ly. 
8  mut  me  poet  sa  prier. 

24  ryjt,  am.  D. 

25  >ou  seyde  .  .  were  me  D.         ^  out  of  D. 


Tale  of  the  Knight  who  robd  a  Poor  Man. 


£.   kny$t  seyd1  truly,  "truste  to  me, 

me  prest  shal  prey2  for  J>e;          2316 
And  J)at  J>y  peyne  mow3  be  )>e  lasse,  * 

.  day  shal  he  for  )>e4  synge  a  masse."  § 
"  ^  '}'  )'  I™11  trust  to  J>y5  sawr 
)3ut  )>ou  Ixj  now  my0  tn-w  felawcl"      2320 
"  $e,  as  y  am  a  tivw  kny^t,       [leaf  10,  col.  •] 

•ml  be  do,  at"  my  niy$t." 
A  tokene  betwyxe8  )>e  and  me,"0 

|>e  dede,10  "  shal  J)ys  be  1 "     2324 
he  toke  and  grepe11  )>e  kny^tys  arme, 
But  he  felt  )>er-of  none  harme  ;  \ 
Also  he  touched  hys  bare  J>e  : 1J 

re  bone  my3t  men  cue?*  after  se  ;18  |j 
But  sore14  )>m>f  felti;>  he  noght,  \       2329 
But  for  J)e  felyng,  more  on  hym10  he  )>ogtit. 
Jjat  mark  saw  alle  men  comuwly,17 
But  no  man  wyst18  redely  why.  2332 

)>•  tlede  seyd  "J>ou  shalt  leue19  here 
No  lenger  but20  J>ys  two  $ere." 
he  toldc  what  day  J?ut  lie  shuld  deyr,-1 
An  1  H'Jnn  he  wentfor^e^hys  weye.  §  2336 
fee  kny^t  amended  sej>yn23  hym  weyl,  ° 

i  to  j>e  dede  was  as  trew24  as  steyl ; 
For  he  dede25  as  he  hym  hette,  § 
)>•  i>rest  for  \\yrn  song  J>at  he  he??i  hette.26  * 


t  Le  uif  al  mort*  pur  veir  diseit, 
t  Qe  cil  pur  luy  priereit,b 
§  E  messes  pur  luy  freitc  chanter, 
*  Pur  cesd  peynes  alegger.        [u»f  iti] 


yn  my28  auys, 
Auayled29  to  bo)>e  partys. 


11  "  Souigne  viis  ceo,"  dit,  "leaumeut,* 
t  Pur  deu  ne  vbliej  nient." f  27  28 

t  A  remembrance,  sun  bras*  ad  tuche, — 
||  Le  qwt'r  iesqe  al  os  perce\h 
I  Mes  le  uif  nul  mal'  senti, — 

Par  tant  li  souint  de  li ; 

La  playek  porta  iesque  sa  mort, 

Si  fist  ceo  qe  li  pm,  le  mort, 

Nul  home  saner  la  poeit, 

Car  Ihesu  Crist  issi  le  voloit. 
t  IT  Le  mort  luy  ad  pus  cunte 
t  *  Qe  ceo  sust  il  de  verit£, 
t  Qe  apm  les  douj  an$  murra  ; 

Qe  il  se  amendast,  li  mnlt1  pria.'       '_'7 !" 
||  Le  iur  li  ad  determine^™ 
§  Pus  de  luy  s'en  est  ale. 
o  U  Le  uif  apres  bien  se  amewda, 

E  pur  sun  ami  deu  pria.  L'7  l  i 

|  Mwlt  li  valust  le  visitor, 

Sachej,  del  mort  chiualer, 
2341       E  al  mort,  autresi,n 

Car  le  vif  fist  prt'er  pwr  li, 


D.        3  preye  O,  like  p.  s.  preyje  D. 

3  myjt .  .  lease  (oin.  And)  D. 

4  for  )>e  shal  he  0,  certeyn  dayjia  schal  he  for  )>e 
s.  masse  D.        A  trustcn  >an  to  )>e  D. 

*  Jxm  wilt  be  to  me  (o//<.  !    •    I  >. 

-.vttA  al  D.        8  be-t>v 

•  me  and  be  O.         10  )>e  dede  seyde  |»at  D. 

11  giypyd  D.      n  so  he  touched  J*  bar«  skyn  D. 
U  be  sen  D.         M  sor  O,  an. I  t-.r  I> 

' )  D.         w  on  hym  more  (om.  but)  I). 
17  >e  tokene  saw  many  on  brrby  D. 
19  wyste  0,  non  wyst«  r.  qwy  D. 
•t  lyuyn  D.        »  ban  D. 

iaobnld«  .lcy)e  &  qwat  day  D. 
B  ?ede  fur).  O,  \*  dede  knyjt  bo  H«  D. 
9  seben  amendede  0,  sibbe  amendyd  D. 


»  Al  mort  le  vif. 

b  Drier  freit.         c  le  freit         d  sea  grefo. 

•  De  moy  dist  il  souengnex. 
r  K  pur  deu  ne  me  obliex. 

c  Son  brace  en  rem  ...        h  ad 

1   vit  mal  ne. 

k  For  the  next  three  lines  and  a  half  B.  has— 

ieake  a  la  mort  portout 
Ke  nul  in  ire  saner  le  pout 

•  mult  A.,  om.  H.  [If.  23,  bk.,  col.  2]. 

»  valostaosi 

M  trewe  (om.  as)  D. 

»  (om.  For)  he  dodc  for  hym  D. 

•  hym  to  synge  he  let  D.        *  nchewyug  D. 
«  myne  0,  myn  I  >         *  It  a-vayled 


84  Tale  of  the  Robber  of  a  Poor  Man.    Against  Theft  ly  Sen-ants  &  Eent-fiaisers. 


Sefyn1  toke  fe  kny$t  palmers  wede, 

And  yn2  to  f  e  holy  londe  he  $ede ;  ||  2344 

Ihesu.  cryst3  sepulcre  he  sogfit, 

For  fe  synnys4  fat  he  had  wroght ; 

And,  at  )>e5  two  Cere's  $ende, 

God  almygfcty  for  hyw  gan  sende ;      2348 

For  )>at  day  fat6  f  e  dede  kny^t  seyde, 

}3e  tourer  knyghte  fat  same  day7  deyde. 

Blessyd  be  god,  of8  heuene  kyng, 

pat  sent  hym  fat  yche9  tokenyng.        2352 

Now  may  $e  se,  by  fys  tale, 
)5at  fefte  brewef  moche10  bale. 
Certys  fefte  ry^t11  wykked  ys 
whan12  fe  dede  beref  wytnes,  2356 

Namly,  pore  men  for13  to  pele  * 
Or14  robbe  or  bete  wzt/i-oute  skyle.  § 
])efte  wyl  hys  mayster  shende,      [leaf  IG,  back] 
And  hym  fordo15  wyf-outyn  ende.       2360 

3yf  fou  be  a  seri'aunt,16 
And  take17  more  fan  fy  cuwnaunt, 
Custuwmablyche,  mete  or  drynk18 — 
£oht  for  noght  hyt  be  fe  fyng19—       2364 
y  rede  fat20  fou  fer-of  lete, 
For  many  smale  makef  a  grete. 
holy  chyrche  callyf  hyt  f efte, 
wyf-oute  skylle,  for  hyt21  ys  refte.      2368 

3yf  fou  euer  reysyddyst22  custome, 
)?ou  mayst  be  sykyr  of  hard23  dome. 
But  $yf  fat  fou  mayst  hyt24  felle, 
hyt  ys  robbery,  gostly  to  telle.25  2372 


1  Syn  0,  sibbe  .  .  a  palmerys  D. 

2  yn  07/i.  D.        3  crystvs  0,  cristis  D. 

4  sywne  hadde  D.         5"at  be,  OD,  at  H. 
6  J>e  same  day  D.     7  for  sobe  bat  o]>er  knyjt  D. 
8  grace  be  god  D.         9  to  hym  )>at  D. 
10  mechil  D.         "  ful  D.         12  qwan  D. 

13  a  namely  pore  men  D. 

14  And  0  (om.  D),  robben  &  beten  w.  o.  skele  D. 

15  &  for  don  D.       16  were  euere  ony  seruaunt  D. 

17  toke  .  .  .  comnau7it  D. 

18  drynge  O,  &  drynk  D. 

19  it  is  al  for  noujt  as  J>e  >inkith  D. 

20  rede  sim  tyme  D.        21  skyl  al  }xit  }>at  D. 


*  E  messes  pur  li  chanter  fist,       [E.  2339-40] 
§  Solum  ceo  qe  ila  premist. 

t  Le  sepulcre  deu  visita, 
||  Car  en  la  tere  seinte  ala.  2752 

t  Alb  iur  qe  li  fu  nome* 
Apres  les  .ij.  anz  passec 

t  Sa  vie  ad  ben  tennine', 

t  Graci^  seitd  dawpne  Doe  !  2756 

f  H  Par  tant  pwrra  chescun  vere,e 

*  Qe  peche  e*^  grant, f  poures  rober, 
§  E  de  la  gent  prendre  a  tort, — 

t  Pus  qe  ceo  tesmoine  le  rnortjs          2760 
Mwlt  est  greue  la  peine  apres,h 

I  Sicum1  en  ceste  cu?zte  oy  aue^. 

II  Chescun  siet  qek  fet  larcin, 

t  Qe  honi  serra  a  part  de  fin.1  2764 

t  Ceo  dust  entendre  le  sergant    pf.  isi,  coi.  2] 

t  Qe  plus  prent  qe  sun  couenant, — 

t  Manger,  beiure,m  ou  petite  chose, 

t  Quide  qe  p?*endre  peot,  &  ose.  2768 

Par  custume  ne  prenge  tant  ne  grant, 
t  Car  mu^  des  peti$  f  wit  un  grant. 


a  k'il  ly.         b  A  eel. 

c  Apres  .  .  .  passe  B.,  om.  A. 

d  en  seit.        e  poet  ch.  .  .  ben  ueir. 

f  Quel  peone*  est,  les. 

K  Pus  .  .  .  mort  A. ,  om.  B. 

h  Apres  est  la  peine  gref,  sachez. 

1  Cum.         k  Cescun  honi  ki. 

1  Honi  se?-ra  a  la  par  fin.         m  ou  beiure. 


22  receydist  ony  fals  D. 

23  mvjt .  .  ryjt  hard  D. 

24  31  f  bou  may  for  don  it  &  D. 

25  g.  fou  gost  to  helle  D. 


Shirking  work  is  Theft.     Using  pledgd  goods  is  Theft  and  Usury  too.     85 


$yf  hyt  so  betyde  fat  hyt  lastef1  ay, 
)3y  mode"2  shal  be  welaway. 
3yf  f  ou  amende  hyt  nut  yn  fy  lyue, 
what3  prest  may  fe  fer-of  shryue?       2376 

tfllo  w«-  forfe,  frtt  $e4  may  lerc, 
how  feftc  com)?5  yn  queynt  manere  :  —  || 

}yf  foil6  euer  fy  werke  wtt/tdrowe, 
Or  dedyst  hyt  nat  weyl  to7  pro  we,       2380 
Tyde  or  tyme  fat  fou  shuldest8  werche, 
1  )5oii  art  a  fefe,'  seyf  holy  cherche. 
$yf  fou  do  custu///mahlyche  swych9  lak, 
To  begyle10  fy  mayster  be-hynde  hys  bak, 

proud  wordy* 

J)ou  mayst  nat  excuse  fe  wit/t  rous,11  2385 
And  sey,  *  al  f  e  worlde  so  dous.'  12 
)>   worldJ-'  may  nat  saue13  fe  : 
Sin  yiio14  fy  defaute,  and  late  J>e  world  be. 
$yf  fe  be  leyde  a  lx>rde15  to  wedde,  2389 
Or  a  cloj>e  to  bak  or  bedde, 
3yf  Jjou  hyt  vse  ajens  hys16  wylle, 
holy  cherche  sey)>  fat  foil  dost17  ylle,18 
And  warnef  f>e  ferof  ^yt  efte,  2393 

Jjat  hyt  ys  bofe  okyr19  and  fefte. 
Okur20  hyt  ys,  for  fe  out  : 
To  take  fy  catd,  and  hauc21  auauntage  ; 
And  for  fefte,  he  may  fo  greue    [ie  »]  2397 
To  v.-  iig  a^ens  hys  leue  ; 

And  ;yf  hyt  be  so  fat  fus  ys22  gone, 

yte  ne  c/istyndome28  ys  fer  none.  2400 
))}TI  euencristyn  fou  owyst  to  lene,24 

11  mayst  spare  hyt,25  fat  y  menc. 
-o,2C  $yf  a  fyng  be  fe  lent 

1  laateO,  so  be  it  1.  D.         -  song  D. 
3  qwat  D.         4  we  D. 

8  con  .11  .|\vat  m.  D.      •  |wt  jwu  D. 

7  dede  it  not  w,-l  t..  (•••  ful  D. 
0  shust  O,  qwhan  )wu  achal  D. 
falsyn  D. 

I-  with  ro«D. 
nl  \>Q  wyde  word  so  gos  D. 

y  not  MUYH  P. 

le  .  .  word  D.       13  |wu  ley  ony  hunl  P. 
ustO,  Jwu  dost  (om.  | 


U  Garde;  qe  vtw*  ne  seiej  enclin 

||  Aplusbsotillarcin,  J77J 

t  Qe  meintena?it  recunteraic 

Sicu??i  en  liure  troue  le  ay. 
t  H  Sun  oueraigne  ne  deit  retrere 

Li  lui^,11  qe  eoure  deit  fere ;  J  7  7  • . 

eMwlt  peot  sun  seignur  da?nmager, 
t  Ki  e*/  a  ceo  custumer6 
t  De  sun  oueraygnef  fere  fausement 

Q?^ant  hors  est*  de  veue  de  gent      2780 


U  Si  chiual  vus  seit  engage, 
t  Surcote,  on  mantel,  bailie,  — 
t  Si  VM*  le  usse$  encuntre  su?i  gree, 


t  Malemcnt  fetes,h  & 


t  Cest  apend  a  cest  pechie 
Qe  larcin  est  apele. 


2784 


t  H  Si  vne  chose  vtis  seit 


»  ma  A.,  om.  B.        b  nul  plus  [If.  25]. 
«  Kar  in  ...  i  unt<  rai.         «  ouerur  Iowa. 
«-«  fet  grant  damage  a  son  seiguur 

Ke  ooe  ad  en  custume  chescun  iour. 
f  aa  ouerainr.        •  il  est  hors. 
h  Me  larcin  ncche*  follows,  and  the  next  two 
lines  are  omitted.        ' 


»ylO,wfl...flD, 


»  gowl  D.        »  goal  D.        «  hmue,  om.  D. 
•  be  sueche  forth  D.        «  trew«  charyU  D. 

-'  n-l.-ur  ,,r  rrl.  n,    |  >. 

»  hyt,  om.  D.        »  Ai  D. 


86     Against  using  Pledges.     Usurers  are  Thieves.     Found  Goods  to  be  cried. 


And  f  ou  wyf-oute  hys  asent  2404 

lene  furfer  fat  fyng1  to  were, 

For  )>efte  to  hym2  fou  shalt  answere. 

J)ou  wost  weyl,  fou  dost3  nat  ry$t ; 

pat  a-nofer  hyt  use)),  hyt  ys  f  y  plyjt.4  2408 

5yf  fou  haue  a  fyng  yn  ferme 
To  a  certeyn  day  of  terme, 
And  $yf  fou  ouer  fat  terme  day 
Trauelyst  hyt5  a^ens  hys  pay,  2412 

)Jou  hast  sywned  yn  a  spece,6 
yn  fefte  fou  art  come  a  grece.7 

Now  wyl  y  speke  of  okerers,8 
jjat  fefys  ben9  yn  sum  maners.  2416 

To  whom  fat  vsery10  ys  lefe, 
Gost[e]ly,n  he  ys  a  f  efe. 

3yf  fou  of  any  okerere12 
wyf  wrong  hys  fyng  awey  dest13  here,  2420 
£ogheu  he  be  no  cristyn  man, 
))efte  vnto15  fy  self  fou  wan ; 
j?ou  ne  owyst  nat  of  hys16  to  haue 
wz't/i  wrong,  $yf  fou  fy  self  wylt17  saue. 

Also,  $yf  fou  haue  founde  a  fyng,   2425 
And  makyst  fe?-fore18  none  askyng 
At  cherche  ne  at  f  e  market  an  hy,19 
But  forhelest20  hyt  pryuyly  2428 

So  fat  fe  f yng  \ritit  f e  dwelle, 
hyt  ys  f efte,  fys  clerkys  telle. 

3yf  fou  wet/idrawest21  a  mannys22  ry3t 
Styllyche,  fat  hyt  be  nat  yn23  sygfct,  2432 
4  a  man  parseyue  hyt  noght, 


t  E  v^,  outre  le  prestur1  gree,  2788 

t  A  autre  le  preste^,b  ceo  est  peclie, 


t  Car  ceo  ne  \m  fu  miec  grante. 
t  f  Si  vne  chose  aue[^]  loue,d 
t  Terme  eslu,e  certein,  norne, 
t  Si  vtre  le  terme  le  trauaiHe^, 

t  En  tant  as  pechie,  ben  le  uee^. 


2792 


t  II  Si  de  iu,  ou  de  vserer,f  rien 

t  A  tort,  qe  vws  ne  luy  rende$,  2796 

t  Tut  ne  seit  il  creistien,& 

t  Auer  ne  deue^  a  torth  ptir  rien. 

t  U  Si  vz^*  auint  rien1  trouer, 

t  Qe  en  eglise  ne  fetesk  demander        2800 

t  Pur  ceo  qe  a  vus  pust1  remeindre, 

t  Ceo  n'est  mie  pechie m  meindre. 

t  H  Ky  a  autre  detientn  sun  dreit,  [if.  isi,  bk.] 

t  Tut  seit0  qe  1'autre  ne  aparceit,         2804 


put  )>at  >in^  often  D. 

to  hym  0,  |?er  of  D,  om.  H. 

doust  0,  J>ou  dost  (om.  >at)  D. 

to  a-peyre  his  good  forso>e  I  plyjt.  D. 

Traueylyst  hyt  0,  trauaylyst  it  D ;  hyt  om.  H. 

I  telle  \>e  D. 

In  a  spyce  of  J>efte  in  )>at  degre  D. 

gouleris  D.        9  beyn  0,  arn  on  >e  same  D. 

he  }xit  to  gowle  D. 

gostly  to  telle  D.        12  ony  gowlere  D. 

a-wey  his  good  D.        14  ^if  D.        15  to  D. 

>ou  owyst  not  of  hyra  D. 

wylt  om.  D.        18  }>er  of  D. 


aprestur.         b  Le  vsez  ou  le  aprestez. 

pas.         d  aloue. 

A  terme  e  a  lu.         f  gen  ou  usurer. 

mil  cristien.         h  a  tort  nel  deuez. 

vnkes  auint  ren.         k  eglise  feisez. 

Est  a  vus  poet  tuz  iours. 
m  Poy  est  vostre  peclu-  !«-. 
n  retent.  °  Issi. 

19  hij  0,  >e  clierclie  ne  market  by  D. 

20  kepist  D.      21  wyfdraghst  0,  with-drawe  H. 
'a  mans.         a  J>at  he  haue  fer-of  no  D. 

24  alj>owh  D. 
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£ou  stelyst  hyt,  and  Jjefte1  hast  wrogfct. 

3yf  jK>uwyJ>holdest2amannys  seruyse[if.i7] 
For  euyl  herte  or  fals3  queyntyse,        2436 
( >r  w/tAdrawest4  any  maneiv  pay, 
And  ledyst  hy//<  i'urjje5  fro  day  to  day, 
But  $yf  hyt  he'"'  \\itfi  grete  resuw, 

fou  art7  eiichcsii;*.  1*440 

For  jre  gospel  oomrnounde)  ry$t 
1  holde  nats  liys  seruyse  oner  nyglit ; ' 
whan  )>e  man  ha)>  do9  hys  dede, 
God  wol10  fat  lie  haue  hys  mede.         1M44 

what  sey11  men  of  j>es  fals  husbandys 
J)at  ere  awcye  falsly 12  me/znys  landys ; 
Of  a  land,  )mrgh"  and  jnirgh", 
Takyn  and  eryn  awey  a  furgli'?13         24 4 S 
J)at  ys  boj>e  thefte  and14  robberye, 
And  hyt  ful  deri;  shal  he  a-bye.15 
Of  swyche,  fewe  men16  hem  amende, 
For  J>ey  beyn17  )>o  deuylys  frentU-.         -4  ~*'2 

Tauuarsynsls  and  vserers, 
J)ys  are,  Lucyfer,  ))y 19  peres ; 
For  J>ey  are  alle20  fe  deuyl  betaght 

gode11 

jjat  okeryn  falsly  )>e  worldes  aght.        2456 

Okyr  ys  also,22  $yf  J>ou  hyt  hau/ite, 

To  lene  fyng  to23  certeyn  ciumaunt ; 

Also,  to  bye24  a  )>yng  by  fore, 

halfe  vn-to  fe25  sellers-0  lore ;  LMGO 

For  $yf  )>e  byer  may  weyl27  lene 

Jjat  )?yn^-N  w/tA-outc  losse  or29  tene, 

1  &  as  o  J«f  D.        2  w/t//«lrawe  D.        3  for  D. 

y^dmhst  O,  wtt/t-drawyst  ony  maunys  D. 
5  ft  taryest  hym  D. 

rl.  omiU  *  be ' ;  be  0,  be  be  D. 

;  art  J>e  0,  art  J>    ;  I '.         *  \\itliliolde  non  D. 


•i  D.  (J.  \vil  I). 


uwat  aeyn  (om.  |»e8)  D. 

falslv  «Tf 


alsly  ere  awey  0,  falsly  eryn  a-wey  o! 
i  \t  welny  a  wey  a  forw  D. 

is  a  )wfte  &  a  D. 

'  he  0,  I  tul  .lere  he  nchal  it  a- bey  D. 

'•  fo  men  god  I».         l7  JH>  n>»  n  am  I). 
1M  gannokerys  D.        '*  am  lucyferyH  D. 
»  ?ei  am  D" 


Pur  ceo  sun  dreit  demande*  mie, 
Rendre  le  deit,  ou  il  fet  folie. 
11  Ceus  qe  b  Syrian;  receiuent,b 


t  K  lur  luer  lur  deteignent,  2808 

t  Ou  de  iur  en  hir  vunt  p«/'-loignant,d 

t  II  fiwnt  certes  trespas  grant;* 
t  Car  deus  comandef  en  la  ley, 
T  '  Qe  le  luer  de  ouerur  od  tey,«  2812 

t  Ne  demeorge  iesqes  le  matin  :' 
Encuwtre  ne  facas,h  a  nule  fin. 


t  U  Ki  autru  teres  vnt  arer, 
Ou  en  autru  semail  a  tort  entrer, 

t  Ceo  e>-/  larcin  &  roberie  : 
Seur  seie^,  ^ei*  home  die. 


t  U  Si  cauersin  &k  userers 

Suwt  encuyitre1  les  pn'men 

Ki  1'alme  dunewt  a  pener, 
t  Pur  gainer  a  tortm  terriene  auer. 

U  Gels  qe,  pur  certein  gain  &n  couenant, 
t  La°  gent  prestent  chose  anant,          2824 


*  ne  demand. 

»>-b  on  scriuse  tcnent  [If.  -J  ; 
c  retenent.        ll  wnt  imrloingnaiit. 
«  trop  iiinl.-ini-nt.        '  Kar  comrade*  e*<. 
«  oire  tay.        h  t 
1  .puike.       k  Ly  o* wtrciM  •  ly . 
/•a  tortgn. 
ibadly),  mn.  R        °  A  la. 

21  \*it  is  for  goule  4  for  wordu  at) ; 
B  goul  itiiD.        •    vj.  l» 
94  a  nojxr  to  bey^e  D.        *  be  OD,  <w 
»  towerit  D.        *  )if  be  bty)err  - 


88       The  Talc  of  St.  Forsync's  Visit  to  Hell,  and  his  Punishment  there. 


he  ys  holde  to  helpe1  hyw  w/t//-;illi>, 
Or  holy  cherche  seyj>,  fat  he  hyt  stalle.2 

Okeryng  ys  on  many3  manere,         2465 
Mo  pan  y  kan  telle  now  here. 
But  wete  $e  weyl,  swyche  gode  shal  go 
As  hyt  come,  vritii  sorowe  and  wo ;      2468 
For  some  haue4  so  grete  cu???bremewt 
pat  j>ey  may  make  no  testament ; 
For  holy  cherche  neuer  vndyrstode 
To  haue  of  okerer[e]s  gode.5  2472 

[Tlie  Tale  of  Seint  Forsynes 
Visit  to  Hell.] 

[Ada  Sanctorum,  Jan.  iii.  404. — G.  Paris,  Hist. 
Litt.  de  la,  France,  xxviii.  196.] 

[If.  17.  col.  2] 

A  tale  ys  tolde  of  Seynt  Forsyne,  %  A  tale 
wharefor  he  suffryd  onys6  pyne. 
]3ys  same  tale7  telly  J)  seynt  Bede 
yn  hys  gestys  )>at  men8  rede.  2476 

whan9  seynt  Fursyne  had  lyued  long, 
)3yr  toke  hym  fan10  an  euyl  strong;  * 
)3at  tymc  J>at  he  wende11  to  deye, 
Come  one  to  hywi  and12  jws  gan  seye,  § 
"  Rys  vp,  Fursyne,  and  go  vrith  me  !   2481 
Merueyl  moche  shalt  )>ou13  see." 
whej>er  he  wulde,  or  he  ne  wulde,14 
he  toke  hywi  vp,  and  furj>e  he  shulde ; 
Many  stedys  he  late15  hym  se,  2485 

Merueylys  and  grete16  pryuyte ; 
he  shewed  hym  }>e17  depnes  of  helle, 
And  J>e  peynes  )>at  J>e?yn  dwelle ;         2488 
Se]>j>e  J>ey  toke  a  weye  ry$t18  euene, 

1  )xm  art  bounden  to  helpyw  D. 

2  seith  ]>0u  it  stal  D.      :{  goulywg  ba)>  a  no)>cr  D. 

4  suwme  ban  (om.  For)  D. 

5  ban  ony  of  goulerys  good  D. 

6  qwerfore  .  .  meche  D.        7  )>at  ilke  D. 
8  gestys  men  it  D.        9  qwan  D. 

10  bym  took  )>anne  (om.  )>yn)  D. 

11  tyme  wende  he  al  for  D. 

12  ]>er  cam  an  au?tgel  to  hym  D. 
lr>  mechil  >ou  schalt  D. 

14  qwhejwr  be  wolde  or  be  nolde  D. 


t  Dute?*  poent  qe  lur  biens  irru?zt 

t  Sicu???  il  gaynej  les  unt. 
Car  sachej  bien  sanj  dotance, 
1  Mai  gain  auera  male  chcance.' a 
La  mesu??  faut,  ceo  ueu?>ib  souent, 
malueis  est  le  fundemewt. 


2828 


|  51  De  seint  Furtesin,  hume  dee,c  . 
Vne  cunte  encw?itre  eu$  ayd  troue 

||  En  ve  liure  qe  est  apele$ 
'  La  sume  des  vertii}  &  des  pecbie3 
Le  seint  qe  vus  nomai6  auant, 
Vne  fey^e  suffreite  aueitf  g?'«nt, 
Vne  cote  de«  vn  vsurer 
Recust,  car  il  outh  grant  mester  ; 
Pur  luy  ne  pn'a  nient1  nostie 
De  tant  esteit  sun  peche  greinur.k 
Le  seiwt  borne,  duwt  ieo  vus  di, 

*  Tost  ap?-es  enmaladi  ;  l 
Ausi  cu?)i  il  en  trans  giseit, 

§  Vn  angle  deu  a  ly  veneit, 


2832 


2836 


2844 


*  escbeuance.        b  faillir  veum. 

c  suffin,  prodhom  en  de. 

d  En-cuntre  eus  ay  .i.  cunte. 

e  horn  dunt  dis.       f  freite  out.       «  reccut  do. 

h  Kar  il  en  out.        J  ne  vout  prier. 

k  En  ses  oreisuns  nuit  ne  iour. 

1  Chai  t.  a.  en  maladie  [If.  24,  bk.]. 

15  lete  0,  many  a  place  be  lete  D. 

16  grete  &  of  D. 

17  hvm  f>e  OD,  om.  Harl.  18  gate  ful  D. 
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A-  hy///  foglit,  toward  heuene. 

yn  fe  fyrmanient  as  f«>y  $ede, 

Foure  fyres  he  sawe1  of  greto2  drede ; 

pes  foure  fyres3  wax  hygh  &  hote,      2493 

And  yn-to  one,  alle4  foure  fey  smote. 

wndurful '  was  fan  fat  f\ 

And  dredful,  and  al«>7  brynnyng  shere. 

J)e  auwgel  fydyr\vardx  toke  fe  weye ;  2497 

)>>9  foglit  seynt  Fursyne,  'here  shal  y  deye.' 

J3i-  aungel  $ede  furf  fill  boldely, 

Hut  M  ynt  Fursyne  durst  nat  come  ny.  2500 

J)e  au?2gel  say10  he  gan  abyde, 

"Come  furfe,"  he  seyd,  "  and  fe11  nat  hyde ; 

Of  fys  fere  ne  drede1-  fe  nogtit, 

But  fou  \riifi  wrong  eiw  toke  oglit ;    2504 

3yf  fou  haue  take  any1-"  fyng  with  wrong, 

pou  shalt  brenne  yn  fys  fyre14  strong. 

w/'t//  mochii15  foglit,  sorowe,  and  drede, 

Fui.-yne  vuto  fat  fyre1'3  ^ede.  2508 

Jje  fyre6  on  bof  ii  half  \iyrn  was,17 

But  furf  he  jede  fast18  on  hys  pas, 

yn  fat  fyre  saghe19  he  lye  [leaf  17,  back] 

Saulys  brennyng,20  and  ruly  crye ;       2512 

J)e  fen  h«'///  among, 

And  fast  echone  on  o}er  frong 

w?t//  brynnyng  crokys  sorowfuly. 

And  j.yn.  (I  hem-3  wttA-oute  mercy.      2516 

lay  by  hemself  a-lone, 
But  eche24  on  ofer,  wit/t  sorowe  and  woi 
•ne20  to  ofe/*  was  sorowe  and  peyne, 
w/tA  -out-.  '-crteyn.  2520 

For  pynyng,  for  w,  pyn-,  for  cryyng,88  alas, 
Fursyne  almoste29  cwifundi-d  \\ MS. 

fyrys  he  saw  D.    a  grot  OD. 
irezyn  I>. 
4  al  O,  to  on  of  Jx>  (o,,>.  An  1  vn    l> 

'.        •  fereO,  fvr  I». 
1  also  dredful,  Jc  O,  ft  so  dredful  D. 

>i  ward  D. 

10  sagh  O,  saw  D.        "  )x>u  I  >. 
Irtdt  I>.        '    iaj       .  l> 
'  in  |>is  (om.  fyro)  D. 


15  mechil  D. 

'«  fo  fyr  D.        17  halue  WM  D. 

>"  faate  he  }ede  fur)>  0, 

lf  fere  sagh  0,  fyr  taw  D. 

»  soulys  brennende  D.        n  Jedcn  D. 

»  hokys  dolefully  D. 

«  sore  pynwt  hew  D.        :<  nrhc  O.  c»  h-  P 

»  mone  D.        «  eche  D.        •  H«  is  D. 

"  f.-r  pyncd  and  cryed  he  sejrde  D.       *  ny  D. 
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As  he  sagfc  fys  sorowe  so  grym, 

Come  a  deuyl  rennyng1  to  hym  2524 

vtiih  glesyng  yjen2  and  croke  yn  hande, 

fee  steme  stode  oute  of  liys  mouf  bre?mand:8 

he  brogfit  on  fat  brynnyng  croke4 

A  brennyng  soule  fat  al  to-shoke.5       2528 

Toward  Fursyne0  he7  ran  hys  cours, 

And  calyd8  hym  'fals,  felu?*,  trey  tours.' 

"  haue  fys  soule  !  fys  hast  fou  slayn  ! 

J?ou  ^eldyst  nat9  hys  gode  a^eyn.          2532 

he  kast  f  e  soule  vpp-on  Jje  prest,        [brest. 

And  brenned  hys  o10  syde,  and  half  hys 

he  went11  fat  tyme  haue  deyde12  fore, 

For  the  soule  brennyd13  hym  so  sore ;  2536 

he  hopyde  neuer  to  haue  come  fen,14 

So  had15  fe  soule  broght  hym  be-nefen.16 

But  at  f  e  last  fan  gan  he  crye, 

17 And  seyd,  "mayster,  me17  helpenow,  or 

y  dey  !  "  2540 

J3an  seyde  fe  aungel  to  Fursyne: 
"y  tolde  fe  langer  of  fys18  fyne; 
y  sed  langer19  at  fe  bygynnyng, 
3yf  fou  haddest  of  ofer  mennys  fyng  2544 
))at  fou  madest  nat  of,  amendement, 
yn  fys  fyre  hyt  shulde  be  brent, 
loke  now,  $yf  fou  kanst  hyt  oght20  knowe, 
)3e  soule  fat  fe  brenned21  so  lowe."  c^jfgjtbk-f 
"  3e,"*  seyde  Fursyne,22  "  y  knowe  hyt  wele 
For  whom23  y  suffre  fys  peyne  eche  dele  : 

)3ys  he  dede,  whan24  he  shuld  deye, 
he  $af  me  a  clof e  for  \iyrn  to  preye ;    2552 
For  no  maystry,  ne  for  nou?i  eyuyl,25 

1  Cam  .  .  rennende  D. 

2  ejyn  0,  grysly  evjen  &  hook  D. 

3  3enande  0.         4"kroke  0,  hook  D. 

5  sore  quook  D. 

6  )>e  prist  D.        7  he  OD,  hys  Harl 

8  kalde  0,  callyd  hym  felou'/t  of  tretours  D. 

9  hym  nat  0,  3elde  hym  now  D. 

10  he  brent  his  oo  D.         "  wende  0. 

12  wende  )>.  t.  a  be  left  D. 

13  >at  saule  brende  0,  Jwt  soule  hadde  brent  D. 

14  }>e)>en  0,  wende  .  .  >enne  D. 


La  cote  qe  il  receu  aueit 
aDel  vserer,  ardant  porteit ; 


t  En  la  face  le  seintb  le  geta, 
Pusc  ap?-es,  dit  ly  a, 
d  "  Ceste  cote  del  malueis6  vserer, 
Eecustes  a  nostre*  g?-rtnt  mester, 
Pus  a-nunchalir  lessaustes, 


2848 


a  See  lines  2527  and  2534  of  the  English. 
b  Dreit  en  sa  face.         c  E  pus. 
{1  See  line  2552,  etc.  of  English. 
e  mal.        f  It.  ]»/'?•. 

18  hadde  0,  had  D. 

10  on  bre?nie  D.        17-17  mayster  D. 

18  er.  ]?is  is  J»i  D.        19  seyde  )>e  er  D. 

tjo  can  it  D.        >J1  brennede  0,  J>at  >er  brent  D. 

~  fan  side  J?e  prist  D. 

23  qwom  D.         **  qwan  D.         -5  non  ille  D. 
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he  $af  it  me ;  but  w/tA l  hys  gode  wyl. 

And  ii«»\v,  wryl  y  hyt-  graimte, 


pat  y  helde  liym  nat3  c-u/maunt ; 

wyllynu,  certys,  y  dyd4  hyt  noglit, 

But  for  rechelesshepe5  of  fogfit." 

})e  auwgel  )>o  toke  )>eG  soule  forlore, 

And  dvd7  hyt  fere  hyt  -was  byfore,      2560 

yn-to  J?e  peyne,  fere8  for  to  dwelle, — 

hyt  was  an  okerere,9  y  5011  telle ; — 

J3an  touched  Fursynys10  brest  and  syde, 

And  fv  fyre  my$t  no  lenger11  abyde.    2564 

J3ur_r?ioute  fe12  fyre  he  ledde  hy??i  euene, 

And  -Ix'Wc.-d  ]i\/n  of  }>e  blys  of  heuene  : 

he  shewed  hyin  alle13  )>e  pryuyte 

Jtere  men  befallej)  yn  flessfc  to  be.14      2568 

he  broglit  hyw  pan15  to  Jje  body  a$en 

For16  to  she  we  fat  hyt  was  certeyn. 

J5re  days  keptii  men17  fe  body, 

Alle  for  dedii  comuwly.18  2572 

he  lyued  seffen  many  ^eres, 

A  quyk  man,  and  a  feres.19 

But  j>e  brynnyng  alle20  be  dene,21 

Euermore  aftyrward  was  hyt22  sene;    2576 

As  long  as  he  here23  lyued, 

Jje  brynnyng  on  hys24  body  cleued. 

y  trowe  god  shewed  fys  merueyle, 
For  foil  ne  shuldest  of"  trowfi-  fayle.  2580 
Sefen  leuyd26  he  so  holyly 
Jjat  men  cnllyn  hy//i  nowe27  seynt  Fursy; 
He  was  fyret28  founder  and  syre 
Of  fe  cherche  of  Knares^-myre  ;          2584 

me  he  D.        -It  wel  I  knowe  now  It  D. 
not  his  (om.  >n: 

dede  O,  ajens  Ins  \vil  , ••  -t -tin  .l^le  he  D. 
rentylneme  D.    •  )wt  ( K  om.  D. )    7  dede  0 D. 
I '.        •  he  was  a  gowlere  D. 

-yn*  0,  )>e  au< 
livrn  D. 

»  lenger  inygtit  0,  n>yjt  no  lengrn- 
D. 

12  |«tO,  >orw  fefy  I» 

13  ofalD.        "  :  •  :io  .  .  towD. 
u  brout  hywi  D.        '•  For,  om.  D. 


2556      t  E  pur  le  malueis*  ne  pnastes."      2852 


t  De  maladie  le  sei;it  releua, 


t  Mes  le  maym  tutdis  porta ; b 

Pur  ceo,  qe  enc  tant  out  co?«muni6 

Od  le  vsererd  main  re.  2856 


;1    )•<//•  ly  <l'-u  in-lit. 

••it'coi-  nial  au.-r  saeha. 
d  One  le  usurer  : 


«  Deooeke. 


17  dayjew  in-  n  K«  ]'t\  n  I>. 
1M  J»nne  rwity  nitrify  D. 
19  Jerys  .  .  fers  D.        "be  0. 
21  0.  glow.  '  row*.'        »  hyt,  om.  0,  it  was  D. 
33  longeaftorasheD.  *)»D. 

9  ne  shust  of  >y  O,  >at  non  nchulde  D. 
»  leucdc  O,  Ivuede  I).        "  DOW  O,  om.  D. 
1).        *  Canyos  D. 
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And  of  Norwyche  fe  modyr  cherclie 
he  ded  hyt  fyrst  make  and  werche ; 
And  fere  he  lyf  be-$unde  f  e  see,         Oaf  w] 
he  ordeyned  a  mynster1  for  to  be  ;        2588 
Four?  $ere  or-  fe  cherche  were  ful  set3 
was  hys  soulc  to  god4  fet. 

Okerers  men  oght  to  weyue,5 
$eue  hem  noght,  ne  of  hem  receyue,6 —  2592 
$yf  fou  wete  what  fey  are,7 — 
yn  no  manere  of  chaffare.7 

Sum  tyme  fe?-  was  yn8  a  cyte, 
J>at  jyf  an  okerer9  myjt  fouwde10  be,   2596 
J>ey  helde  hym  vyler11  fan  a  lew,  * 
For  no  man  wulde  hys  prew  ; 12 
Men  clepyde13  hys  hous  yn  every  strete 
<  )>e  hous  of  fe  fendes  sete.'  §  2600 

Fyre,14  watyr,  fat  he  shuld  note,15  || 
J)ey  cursed  hyt16  every  grote ;   { 
And  euery  syde  to  ouf  e?*,  "  sere,17 
lo,  fere  j>e  cursed  vsurere  !  "18  2604 

yn  cherche  no  man  $af 19  hym  pes,20  * 
For  a  fend  fey21  hy??i  dies.  [ttyuabiei] 

No  man  was  so  hardy  C      „      ] 

To  bryng  hym  fyng22  opunly,  +  2608 

))at  he  ne  shulde  vyly23  be  shent 
Of  alle  fat  by  f e  strete24  went. 
And  whan  any  vsurere25  was  dede, 
J)e  cherche^erde  fey  hym  forbede.  §     2612 


1  mynstyr  0,  mynstrc  D,  mynyater  H. 
'2  ar  0,  om.  D.         3  was  cndyd  D. 

4  heuene  0,  or  h.  s.  was  to  heuene  sendyd  D. 

5  gpnleris  owy?i  for  to  whyue  D. ;  0.  gloss  'fle.' 
0  jif  hym  noujt  ne  not  retyue  D. 

7  OD.  transpose  these  lines.     In  2593,  D  reads 
*  qwat  J>ei  ware. ' 

8  Suwtyme  was  D.       9  Jif  owy  goulere  )>mn  D. 
10  founden.  0.          n  hyldyn  hym  wers  D. 

12  0.  gloss  'profyte,'  held  hem  but  on-trew  D. 

13  caliyd  D.        14  Fer  0,  be  fer  &  D. 

15  0.  gloss  'okepye.'        »  hyt,  om.  D. 

17  men  seyde  to  obcr  sone  D. 

18  qwhere  be  cursyd  goulerc  come  D. 

19  jeue  D.         »  0.  gloss  '  pax.'        21  men  D. 
22  bryngyw  hym  good  D. 


t  U  Receure  ne  deit,  no  ricn  doner, 
t  A  scient,  p?-odome  dela  vserer ; 

Car  ceo  eat  od  H  communier, 

Ceo  saue^  vus  bienb  primer.  2860 

t  II  Iadisc  en  vne  g?-ant  cite 
t  A  peyned  fut  un  vserer  troue, 

E  ceoluy  a  mil  den  era  p?*estaste 

Qe  primes  ne  luy  iurastf  2864 

Qe  a  nul  home  cunteieit,* 

Tant  vserer  estre  tenu  haeit.11 

Car  ki  tiel  fust  conu,1 

*  Plus  nil  esteit  qe  nul  iu.k  2868 
Sa  mesun  fu  dune  apelo 

§  '  La  mesun  al  maufo ;' l 

n  E  qwant  qe  a  luy  apendi, 

"  Vigne,  e  autre  chose  ausi,111 —  2872 

+  Tut  fu  tenu  escomenge, 
Car  al  deable  fure?^t  done. 
La  gewt  li  mustrere?it  al  dey, 
Pur  ceo  qe  il  vesqm*  encu?^tren  la  ley ; 

*  Pes  en  muster  nel  beisereit, 
Nul  plus  (\e  si  il  gyus°  esteit ; 

Ne  hors  de  sav  mesun  [leafm] 

J  Feu  ne  portereit  nul  horn,  2880 

Tant  fu  de  tu$  reuili/i 
Qe  vif,  purreit  estre  hony, 

a  al.        b  sache^  ben  a.        c  la  peine. 
d  Serroit.         e  lie  preateit. 
f  S'il  p?'imes  scrment  ne  feist 
8  viuant  nel  dust  cuntcr. 
h  T.  hai  estre  tenuz  usuer. 
1  ki  teus  dunk  fust  tenu. 
k  le  teneient  ke  nul  geu.         l  vil  maufe. 
111  Mesun,  iardin,  vingne  &  b!4,  and  line  2874  is 
omitted. 

»  vesqui  cuntre  [If.  24,  bk.,  col.  2]. 
0  Nent  plus  k'il  geu  ne.        P  la  sue. 
<i  enuili. 

23  but  bat  he  schuide  opynly  D. 

24  stret  0,  strete  D. 

23  qwhan  a  goulere  D. 


Usurer* 


neve)'  have  eternal  red.     The  8th  Commandment. 
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)>  v  wuld  nat,  for  loue  ne  awe,1 
}eue  hym  crystyn  meimys2  lawe  ; 
K'-<luiem  '  ne  shulde  be  note3  be  simge 

•yd  for  hyw,  wyj>  inannys  tunge.  2616 
'  Lux  jwrpetua,'  and  he,  were  wrope, 
For4  yn  hys  lyue  he  soldo  hew  bo)>e. 
A  ny^t,  when  men  hadde  here5  reste, 
he  okered  pens  yn  hys6  cheste  ;  2621 

And  also,  vpp:-on  )>e  day  ly$t 
he  gadered  gode8  wit/*  alle  hys  my$t. 

emyj>  hyt  weyl  yn  cure  lay  2623 

))at  he  solde'  bo)>e  )>e  ny$t  and  )>e  day  ; 

ui.-in,  (J)e  reste  wtiA  outen  ende,)  *  [is  i 
|3ar-to10  shal  he  neuer  wende  ; 
Xe  '  lux  perpetua  '  n—  J>e  endles  ly$t— 
)3er-of  shal  he  neuer  haue  syjt  ;  2628 

where12  he  ys  wurfy,  )>er  shal  he  be  ; 
yn  hym  nas  neuer  no13  charyte. 
Now  of  )>eft  haue  we14  seyd, 
And  bese15  vsurers  made  vp-breyde.     2632 
god  3eue  vs  grace  fefte  to  fle, 
And  al10  okerers  wel17  to  amendyd  be. 


[77i6  /;//////// 

w  °f  I16  cytf«  wyl  we  speke,19 
]5at  fals  sy  sours  vse  moste  to  breke.20 
«JX)us  halt  no  fals  wytnes  bere,  2637 
))yn  euene  crystyn  for  to  dere.'21 
who-so  vrith  hys  mou)>e,  one,22  seys, 
And  vriifi  hys  herte  fenkej)28  ou|jer  weys,  — 

1  0.  gloss  'drede.'        -  jeuyw  .  .  mannys  D. 

*  wy>  note  O,  r.  schulde  noon  l». 

I  '. 
4  qwen  men  holde  D. 

•  goulyd  pens  he  put  in  (om.  He)  D. 

s  pens  D. 

9  he  selli>  (<  10  to  bat  D. 

1  1.  p.  ne  D.         ia  bw  D.         »  founde  D. 
;*  !'•"'  J'-IM-  I  D. 
'»  Ws  0,  of  bese  gouleris  D. 
w  alle  0. 
17  wylle  D,  all«  g(,  U  mote  >ei  be  D. 


Ne  mort,  ne*  serreit  enseueli 
§  En  cymiter,  sachej  de  fi.  2884 

t  Car  'requiem  eternam'  ne  deit  valer 

Par  dreite  resun  al  userer; 
t  Xe  '  lux  perpetua  '  niewt  le  plus  ; 
t  Car,  viuant,  vendi  ambedouj.  2888 

t  Car,  la  nut,  quant  deuu?/i  reposer, 
t  Fet  le  vserer  ces  dene;-s  gabler  ; 
t  E  de  iur  ausi,  quant  est  lumer,b 
f  Fet  ces  deners  en  gable  valer.c  2892 

Si  il  dtuic  la  nut,  quant  reposuw, 

£  le  ,iur'  ;i«"nt  lumere  veum» 
t  Vendu  ad  le  vserer, 
Ne  M  deit  pflr  regun  Vftler  2g96 

*  *  Requiem  eternam  '  pur  la  mite*,d 
f  ^e  «  lux  perpetua  '  pur  la  clart^.« 


t  U  Ore  ai  cunte,  sicww  ieo  say,  — 
Qe  8ein?  dient»  nient  def  mey»~ 

,^e  ^  Ie8g  P"*16* 
t  Qe  desore  meuj  \us 


290° 


c  bttmc  domanbcm''/'t  c.^  qc  toons 
ne  portc?  mih  (ausc  tcsmosgiif. 


TTlncwwtre  ceo  funt  les  menturs, 
X-J  Qe  pur  nient  mente/tt  tute  uire  ;  l 

t  Ceo  est  a  sauoir,  qwant  home  dit 

t  Parole  qe  en  sunk  queer  dedit. 

*  ne  A,  o>. 

'•  luraere  est  cler.        c  aler.        d  nuit^e. 

°  iurntcc.        r  ren  ni  ad  \,ur.        «  ai  dist  l«s. 

h  ws  ne  porterez.        *  tut  en  ion. 

k  ke  sun  [If.  '!'<}. 

18  Non  loquaris  contra  proximum  falsum  tMti- 

1  Octauum  mandatum  D. 
IVllo  we  now  of  be  ryJtUnde  D. 
»  ban  most  in  hande  D.      «  0.  glow  •  harme. 
«  fc  how  bat  w.  Iiia  mout 
a  )*okb  0,  binki>  o). 


94         Don't  believe  Witches.     Don't  lie  to  trick,  amuse,  or  flatter  Folk. 


he  ys  wur)>y  to  be  shent, 

For  a  do))1  a$ens  )>ys  comauwdmeNt. 

But  many  one  )>at  are2  )ms  fykyl 

Synnyn  nat3  ylyche  mykyl  ;  4  2644 

jjarfor  behoue))5  be  tolde  j?e  sky  I6 

As  holy  men  seyn  vs  tyl.7 

who-so  beleuyb  a  wycches8  sawe,  * 

orirt 
he  bereb  wvtues  aiens  be  la  we.  Jo4o 

J  / 

Swyche  wycches9  are  for  to  weyue,10 

For  many  men  )>eyn  wyl  dysceyue.12  § 

Some  mew13  wytnessen  a  lesyng 
For  none  ouj>er  wynnyng  J  2652 

But  for  to  begyle  sum  man  fer-ynne  ; 
3yf  hyt  delyte  hy>/*,  grete  ys  )>at14  synne.  || 

On  ou)>er  manere  synne?i15  sum  • 
)?at  make))  lesyng16  Jmrgli  custu??i  |     2656 
To  Dlese17  be  folk  vn  rvbaudv  i 
Dat  y  halde  no  synne1*  dedly,  | 
But  jjey  19  haue  feryn  delyte  ;  2659 

j)an  mow  )>ey20  synne  dedely  ful  tyte.21  „ 

And  man  vse22  for  curtesye 

m  i  T 

To  speke2*  nobly,  and  3yt  wyl  lye, 

J)ey  synne24  yn  )>at  feyre  spekyng  [if.  is,  bk.j 
3yf  jjey25  haue  delyt  yn  j>at  lesyng.      2664 

And  some  lye  ojjer26  more  or  lesse, 
To  preyse  one  bettere  )>an  he  es  ;  27 
Swyche  lesyng  ys  nat28  grete  folye 
But  fey  hyt  vse  comu?dy.  2668 


t  Mes  pur  ceo  qe  celcment/1 

t  Ne  peche  mie  chescun  qe  ment. 

t  Pur  ceo,  les  couient  destincterb 


2908 


t  Sicuw  le  seint  les  sout  cunter. 
^  Ki  faucement  aprentc  de  gree 

La  gent  pur  estre  nlus  loe",d  2912 

~       ,  ,      ,  i  .  , 

Ce  est  le  plus  grant  pechie, 

Nomement  en  la  ley  dee.e 

Ceo  apent  a  gent  endoctrine^,    [if.  iss.coi.*} 

Qe  mestres  suwt  apele$.f  2916 

*  J  Ci  est  la  sorcerie  suille 

Qe  mewte  faucme  ad  cu?/te, 

g  duwt  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

§  La  fole  gent  vefc  deceuant.  2920 

51  Vn  autre  manere  (]ue  est  m?^lt  us^, 
t  Q^mtK  pur  mile  autre  volunte 

Ne  ment'  fors  h?ur  gent  deceiure» 
||  Tant  est  lur  delit  folie  maire.h  2924 

.^  De  autre  pftH>  souent  veum 

|  '  La  gent  mentir  par  custum, 

4.  Qe  a  eu^  pleisewt  pur  bien1  p«?'ler. 

I  Ce  n'est  mie  tu^  iurs  peche  mortel,  2928 

o  Nepurqwant  ceo  e^  greue  peche, 
^  ^  geitk  ^^ 

*  f  Les  yns  ausi  mentellt  en  iui 

San$  deceuance  de  nul-hy,m  2932 

Qwant  chescun  siet  qe  pur  iu  le  fet, 

Qar  ne  es^n  Sr«nt  Pech^  si  tr°P  n>el  Pleist* 


I  &.s  order  is  1.  2644,  2643,  2642,  2641  ;  ho 
so  do  D.         2  But  man  on  er]>e  D. 

3  nat  alle,  synnyth  not  only  she  0. 

4  0.  gloss  'moche.'        5  it  behouyth. 

6  skylk. 

7  tytt  O,  seyn  it  wel  D,  0.  gloss  '  to.' 

8  telle  a  fals  D. 

9  suych  wikke  D.         10  0.  gloss  'fle.' 

II  it  D.        w  deseyue  0.        13  &  suwme  D. 

14  jif  Jwu  delyjt  it  meche  .  synne  D. 

15  syniMi    0,    on    oj>er    halue    jit    su??tme   (om. 
synnen)  D. 

16  makyn  lesynges  0,  maken  lesyngis  D. 

17  a-peyre  D.         18  calle  no  s.  but  D. 
19  But  jyf  J>ey  OD.         2°  mayst  >ou  D. 
21  0.  gloss  'sone.' 


a  ouelcment.         b  chesun  dis.  .  . 

c  la  prent.         d  le  plus  14.        °  done. 

f  en  doctrine', 

Ky  funt  gent  hirer  sanz  lur  gre, 
and  the  next  four  lines  are  omitted.         8  Ke. 
h~h  a  deceuire  la  gent 

De  tant  peche  il  mut  malement. 
1  Ke  eus  pi.  .  .  par  bel.        k  est. 
1  m.  en  gev  ausi. 
m  deceite  fere  a  nuli.         n  N'est. 

22  vse  as  0,  lyjen  also  D. 

23  J>at  spekyn  D.         24  \>o\.\  sywiyst  jit  D. 
25  )>ou  D.        *  &  su??ime  lyjen  D. 

27  preysen  .  .  .  i.sse  D. 

28  lesyng  ys  nat  D,  a  Icsynge  is  nat  ful  HO. 


Don't  lie  to  get  Goods.     Never  bear  false  Witness  by  your  Oath.  9 a 


207.". 

,-miL-7: 


t  U  Aucuns  mentent  pur  bien  de  autri, 
Qe  est  meindre  pechie,  ieo  VMS*  di ;  2936 
M.-s  en  qeleb  qe  ceo  seit  manere, 
Custume  &  delit  le  poent  grant  fere.c 


And  sonic  lye1  as  fey  werewode 
For  men  shuld-  $yiu:  he///  su///  gode, 
And  Sfvn  fat  he3  ha|>  do  so  or4  so 
;t  neuer  come-to  to  do.5 
But  )>ogfc  no  man  haue  J>er-of  euyl, 
;  J>e  tycement  of  )>e  deuyl. 

No  l<  w/t//-oute  synne, 

I  Jut  J>at  }»>/•  ys  algate,  su//<  plygfct  )>e> 
Al  aftyr  }>at  J>e  lesyng  ys,8 
Su//'  ys  more,  and  sum  ys  les. 

But  some9  men  synne  greuusly 
yn  j>ys  cumauw-dment  so  hy,10  2680 

:  grete  fyng  fals11  wytnes  beryn, 
And  )>ar  to-also1-  grete  oj>ys  sweryn.13 

Swyche  synne  greuef?  now14  mekyl,     2683   t  Ceo  regne  trop  entre  la  gent, 
For  many  one  are  boj>ei:<  fals  and  fykyl; 
)3at  o|?'  />1(i  for  loue,  or  for  awe, 


t  IT  Eucnntre  ceo  comandem 

Pechent  cil  nomement  2940 

t  Qe  en  tesmoine  funt  faus  serernent ; 


Wyl  men  swore  falsly17  a  sawe, 


t  Car.  pa/-  amiste  &  pard  pour, 
t  Se  pmurewt  tutee  iur, 
t  E  faus  tesmoine  portent  souent ; 
Deus  i  mette  amendement ! 

t  Soue?it  les  ad  deu  chaustie, 


2944 


And  IXTC  wytnes18  of  s\vyche  a  fals 

nek  (O.  nockci 

To  make  a  man  hang19  be  )>e  hals.       2688 

haj)  sent  for  swyche  veniauwce, 
But  many  trusten  of  long20  suffraunce. 

hope  so  moche21  hys  mercy  to, 

J)at  some  neuer  recche  what22  Jjey  do.  2692   t  Mes  trop  poy  unt  de  ceo  pense\ 
But  }?«•  wys  man  seyj>  yn  liys  lore,23 
4))at  here  synne  ys  moche24  J>e  more 
^yf  |J''y-'  synne  custuwmably 
yn  )>e  hope  of  hys  mercy.'  2696 

1  ^ou  telle  how  hyt  fore  A  tale. 

Of  a  in  m  fat  hym  forswore. 


2948 


&  HUMime  Men  D. 
i  in  in  shufde  0,  )ut  .  .  )cuyn  (om.  sum)  D. 

;l  irl.,  he  0.         4  sei})  \»>t  IK-  .l«-de  0. 
come  Jxrrto  I ». 
5yt  ys  hyt  0,  ?it  it  i«  a  D. 
plyaht  ynne  0,  )>«'\\li  ,i  iu.ui  |>. /•)'.. r«-  no  )>ing 
wyune  D. 

en  O  (Jwt,  mn.  D). 

sum  O,  sumiuu  m.  svinivn  D.         '"  hy)  D. 
om.  D.        "aUo,  OM.  D, 

14  regnyth  now  rj'jt  D.        IS  many  on  is  D. 


»  ben  le  vtw. 

b  quelo  mail"  r  k«-  fet  serroit. 

c  C.  et  d.  pecluS  le  feroit. 

(1  i>itr  ainur  «l'un  ou.         •  tut  en. 


18  or  D.        "  fals  D. 

19  don  .  .  hangen  D. 

21  hopyn  so  meche  D. 

B  0.  glow  « tecln 

**  he  synnytli  mecho  D. 


borjn  i  witnotM. 
not  rekke  qwat  D. 


96     Tale  of  God's  Vengeance  on  a  Man  who  swore  falsely  at  a  London  Trial 


[Tale  of  the  Rich  For*>'->  arer  at 

a  Trial  in  London.'] 
1  Yn  Londiw  toune  fyl  swyche  a  chek, 

debate 

A  ryche  man  and  pore2  were  at  cuntek, 

And  pleted3  a-boute  a  lytyl  land  [is/*]  2701 

Tyl  a  day  was  take  yn4  hand ; 

)>at  day  was  so  ny[e]5  dreue 

J>at  f  e  othe  was  to  f  e  ryche  man  jyue  :6 

wytnes  fey  alle  gan  hy//&  bere  2705 

)3at  he  ne  wuld[e]  falsly7  swere; 

For  ryche  men  are  holde8  trewe, 

)?og&  here  falsnes  be9  neuer  so  newe. 

whan10  he  was  charged  f  e  sof  e  to  seye,  2709 

))at  he  ne  shulde,  for  loue  ne  eye,11 

Xe  for  lefe,12  no  for  lofe, 

But  trew[e]ly  to13  swere  hys  oj)e ;        2712 

A-noufer  fan14  was  yn  hys  fogfrt, 

For15  falshede  he  wide  haue  fur])  bro$t ; 

And  God  toke  veniauwce  apertly, 

)5at  alle  hyt  say  fat  stode16  hyw  by.    2716 

For  whan  he  hadde  hys  of  e  swore, 

And  kest17  fe  boke  hem  alle  before, 

Vp  ne  ros  he  neuer  more, 

But,  lay  dede  befor  he?w  fore.18  2720 

jjan  y  trowe  fat  y  dar19  seye 

)3at  he  3ede  an  euyl  weye. 

By  f ys  tale,  ^e  mowe  se  alle 
J)at  fals  sweryng  wyl  euyl  befalle,20     2724 
Xamlyche,  on  fe  halydom21 
whan  he  ys  charged  of  any  22  whom. 

narrocio  D. 

a  pore  0,  a  pore  wery>i  D.        3  motedyn  D. 

on  D.        5  nyghe  0,  ny  D. 

dreuyn  .  .  .  }euyn  D. 

)>at  )>ei  woldyn  for  hy?>i  D. 

8  arn  holdyn  D. 

9  be  her  falsnesse  (om.  )>ogh)  D. 
10  qwan  D.        n  say  .  .  ay  D. 

12  No  for  lef  0,  ne  f.  lef  D.        33  schulde  D. 
14  but  a  no>er  D.         15  For,  om.  D. 

16  (om.  For)  alle  it  sey^en  .  .  stodyn  D. 

17  kessid  D. 

18  fil  douw  ded  hem  alle  be- fore  D. 


_  .exemphiM. 

t  U  Un  riche  &  un  poure  cuntekerewt, 
t  Entur  vne  tere  pleidereftt; 


2952 


t  Tant  vnt  le  play  auant 
t  Qe  serment  al  riche  fu  iuge. 
t  Bien  quiderent  laa  gent 
t.Qe  par  tant  ne  freit  faus  sereme7«t  ; 
Veir  dire  deueit,1'  a  sun  ascient, 


2956 


Mes  il  fausa  malement 

Qwant  le  sereme?it  li  fu  charge  ; 

E  apres  sun  cunte  out  cunte, 

Pur  sei  dist  lac  faucet^  2959 

E  weuchi  de  la  verite  ;  d  [w.  =  ganci.i] 

Pur  pour  de  deu  nee  lessa 

t  Qe  fausemerit  pur  sei  ne  cuwta. 

t  Mes  deu,  li  sire  dreiturel/  2963 

De  prendre  veniance  ne  volt  tarder  ;  « 
Car,  qwant  vers  val  se  enclina,h 

t  E  le  seiwt  liure  beysa,' 

t  Vnqwes  ap?'es  ne  releua, 
Xe  a  p?-estre  nul  mot  parla.k  2968 


t  11  Par  tant  fu  mustre  la 


a  E  ben  q  .  .  tute  la. 

b  Mes  ke  dire  dust  veirs. 

c  Dunke  cunta  [leaf  25,  col.  2]. 

d  K'il  quiderent  ke  fu  veriti'. 

e  nent  ne.        f  t«nt  de. 

8  De  vengance  p.  ne  v.  targcr.        h  enclinait. 

1  beiser  deuerait. 

k  Ne  vnkes  mot  ne  sona. 


19  I  dar  wel  (om.  }>at)  D. 

20  off.s.w.  e.  falleD. 

21  namely  vp-on  )>e  holydom  D. 

22  qwan  .  .  ony  D. 
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Vndyrstand  )>ys  weyl  yn  J>y  wyt, 

,,'od  seyj>  yn  )>e  holy  wry t,  _  7  _'  - 

*)pat  fals  ojjys,  ne1  wrong  lugement, 
Shul  neuer  more  be  vnshent.' 
Se  how  veniauwce  was  hys  mede 
whan-  he  hadde  of  God  no  drede:       2732 
Alinyghty  God,3  J>«t  ys  sojjfastnes,4 
he  wulde5  take  to  fals  wytnes. 

Fals  sweryng  ys  nat  ellys  to  say,  § 
But  'forsakyng  of  god,  and  alle6  hys  lay.'  * 
A  man  J>at  swere])7  fals  swerynges,       2737 
He  forsakef  f yue  fynges  : 8 — 
j?e  ioye  of  heuene  he  forsake)),9    [i]    [leaf  19] 
whan  he,  wetyng,10  fals  opys  make)),11  2740 
And  alle  hys  blessyd  cimpanye 
£at  )>ey  hym  neuer  helpe  $yf  ))at  he  lye ; 12 
And  Ihe*u  crystys  passyun  [n] 

pat  for  hyjn  to  ))e  de))13  was  dou?i,       2744 
)>at  hyt  helpe14  hym  neuer  at15  nede, 
3yf  he  swere  fals,  or  falsdom16  bede. 
))••  Jjrydde,17  $yf  he  swere  fals,      [in] 
hys  crystendom  he  forsak)>  als,18          2748 
Jut  liyt  helpe19  hym  neuer  more 

|?at  he  lye  )>ore.20  i  [6  WHOAIM] 

J)e  fourpe21  ys,  he  forsake))22  ))e  preyers  [iv] 
))at  lioly  wryt  wytnes  of  beres,23  2752 

))at  )>ey  neuer  stonde  hyui  by 

•MJ  swere  hys  o)>e  falsly. 
J>e  fyucfii24  ))yng  wyl  hym  shende,        [v] 
;J>e  hy///  si-lf  wy)>-oute[n] 25  ende 
To  ))e  fende  J>at  ys  yn  hclle,  2757 

tt  he  lye,  or  falsly  telle. 

'&D.        2qwanD.        »  God  OD,  o»i.  II 

4  sothfast  U  D. 

5  wide  haue  0,  wolde  haue  takyit  D. 
•  alle,  <m.  D.         7  awcrj.  0. 

8  sueryng  .  .  tfng  D.         "  foreak>  0. 
uetendo  D.         "  mak)>  O. 
Ipyn  hym  neuero  ?yf  he  lyje  D. 
13  to  dethe  D.         "  ]>at  h.-lpith  f).         »  yn  0. 
M  fela  doom  D.         "  )»redde  ys  O. 
loss 'also.'  liD. 

»  lyje  of  )«t  he  haj>  swore  D. 
DLTNO   8TNNB. 


Qe  en  escripture  auu;«  troue  : 
t  "Sachiej  ceo,"  dist»  deu,  ubien  de  fi, 

t  Qe  faus  iuge  ne  ert  despuni." 

t  U  Veej  qwele  venianceb  de  li  prist, 

Qe  sun  qeor  veait,  Ihera  crist, 
t  Quant  deu  en  faus  tesmoin    p/-i>t. 
t  E  par  luy  fauj  serement  fist.  2976 

*  11  Ceo  ne  est  fors  deu  reneier, 
§  A  sciew/,  fauj  tesmoine  porter 

En  sa  cause  ou  enc  autrie, 

Pur  coueitise  ou  pur  envie,  2980 

E  sei  memesd  pa?iurer, — 

Qe  fere  ne  dussum  pur  nul  auer ; 

Ne  nostre  fey  perdre  pur  rien 

Ne  dussu?»e  pur  auer  terrieu.  2984 

Mes  plus  leger  gage  de  la  mesun 

Est  ore  la  fey  delf  maueis  horn  ; 

Plus «  tost  qe  sun  chapenm, 

Perdre  le  UGUW,  meiwth  bricun.         2988 

A  Lundres  auint,  pur  verit^, 

Ceo  que  \us  ai  ore  cunte". 


*  Sachez,  dist         b  quel  vcnganz. 

o  en  cause  dd  [If-  25,  bk .  ].         <  Sei  m.  asciont. 

*  Met  notre  fay  dusum  gutter  ben, 

K  i.:is  ii»Tilr.-. 

•  Pltw  B,  Plait  A.        «»  maint  fol. 

n  vourbe  0,  fer)*  D  (»wi.  ys). 

"  for»ak|.  O,  foraaki) 

a  ben  0,  cherche  wytnesae  berys  D. 

*  fyfjw  0,  fyfle  D. 

*  (em.  For)  Jeuyth  .  .  onttyn  D. 
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On  )>ese  fyue  maners  hywself l  deryf 
fat  on  J>e  bokii  falsly  sweryf.  2760 

For  hys  loue  fat  deyde  on 2  f  e  rode, 
Forswere  30  w  neuer  for  worldys3  gode. 
For  $e  wyte  weyl,  aud  haue4  hyt  herde, 
fat  troupe  ys  more  fan  alle  f  e  worlde.5 

3yt  fer  ys6  anof  er  sweryng               2765  t  Vn  autre  manera  est  de  serement  C1^2 **•» 

where-furgh  comf  ofte  grete  cu??ibryng,7  En  quel  pechent  mult  deb  gent,         21)92 

)}e  whyche8  ys,  an  ofe  oute  of  mesure,  t  Q^ant  horn  dit  san$  niesure 

J)at  he  shulde  haue  a  mysauenture       2768  t  '  Tele  me  doint  deuc  mesauenture, 

On  wyfe,  and  on  chylde,  to9  falle,  t  Ou  a  mes  enfan^  pusse  auenir, 
And  on  hys  ouf  er  godys  alle, 

But  he  holde  at  hys  myght  t  Si  ioed  ne  face  vostie  pleisir.'            2996 
hys  ofe  fat  he  swere)>  to  alle10  ryght.  2772 

Swyche  an  ofe  ys  grete  doute11  to  swere,  Ki  ceo  dit,  cee  peot  duter 

For  chau/ice  com))12  on  many  manere.  La  male  mesauenture  auer. 

)X>u  settest  fy  chylde  to  myche  rewfe  t  A  deu  met  en  gasef  ces  enfan^, 

But  fou  holde  fyn13  ofe  to  trewfe.      2776  t  Si  li  ne  par-fet  ces  comau^.s              3000 

A-nouf  er  oth  com]?  }yt14  yn  place,  [if.i9,coi.2]  11  Ceo  ne  fet  mie  a  vblier 

£er15  a  man  swere})  by  fallace  Qe  ^emh  dit  souewtf  en  reprouer, 

Fallace  ys,  as  who  seye ,«• '  gyle,'  ' Ki  Par  art  se  Par-iure- tut'  se  PaHure'' 
As  many  one  sweryn  vmwhyle.17          2780 
3yf  fou  swere  to  me  for  oght, 
And  a-noufer  ys  yn  J?y  foght, 

wenyst  j>ou  fan18  fat  fou  swerest  wel  Ceo  nus  tesmoine  seinte  lettrure;k    3004 

when19  fyn  oth  to  me  ys  gyle  eche  del?  Issi  Ten  tend  deu,  ceo  bien1  sache$, 

Nay  :  for,20  as  y  vndyrstande  of  fe,     2785  f  Cum  fet  ceoluy  a  ky  iure3  ; 
So  shal  fy21  as  othe  charged  be. 

£us  techyf  vs  seynt  Austyne  t  Ceo  nus  dist  seint  Austin,™ 

|3at  was  a  clerk  of  gret  dyuyne.22         2788  f  Qe  en  escripture  fu  si  bon  deuin.      3008 

Y  pray  $ow  alle,  bofe23  lefe  and  lofe,  f  U  Chescu?i  se  garde  bonement, 

1  wyses  hyw  self  he  D.  a  maner  B,  merueille  A.         b  souerat  la. 

2  hym  Jwt  deyde  vp-on  D.  c  Deu  me  doint. 

3  forsuerith  Jow  not  for  wordts  D.  d  ioe  B,  om.  A.         °  il  se. 

4  30  wetyn  it  wel  &  han  D.         5  word  D.  f  gage.         e  K'il  ne  parfra  ceus  couenanz. 

6  is  >er  D.  h  nom.         i  del  tut. 

7  cu/nberynge  0,  fer  >orw  comyth  gret  couw-  k  Coe  tesmoine  ben  seint  escn'pttire. 
bryng  D.            8  >at  D.  ]  ben  le.        m  Augstin. 

9  wyf  &  child  J>at  schulde  D. 


10  swer>  to  al  0,  oth  he  sueri]>  it  is  al  D.  "  0.  gloss  '  sum  tyme ; '  sum  qwyle  D. 

11  it  is  doujtte  D.         12  chauwsis  comyn  D.  18  ]>an,  om.  D.         19  when,  om.  D. 

13  >yn  0,  >in  oth  with  D.  2°  &  (om.  Nay)  D.         21  J>yn  0,  \>in  oth  D. 

14  Jit  comyth  D.        15  )>at  D.         16  ho  sei>  D.  a  gret  D,  om.  HO.  &  bo>e,  om.  D. 
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)3at  36  charge  neuer  body  l  w/tA  o)>e 
pat  ^e  suppose  wyl  be  forswore  ;  2 
For,  y  warne  30  w  wel  byfore,3  2792 

pat4  who-so  puttej)  hym  to  swere, 
Grete  charge  for  hym  shal  he5  here. 
3yf  J)ou  raadest  a  where  any6  vowe 
To  wurschyp  God  for  )>y  prowe,—       2796 
}yf  )>ou  dedyst7  hyt  wit/t  J>y  gode  wylle, 
w/t/*-oute  stresse8  or  ouj>er  ylle, 
pou  art  holde  to  jelde  hyt9  hym 
Or  by  synne  ys  grete  and  grym  ;          2800 

vowe  >o 

wytnes  of  othe  and  of  hote:11 
Yn  heuene,  alle  J>yng12  fey  wote. 

XoJ>eles,  y  sey  hardly,13 
3yf  j>ou  vowe  to  do  foly,14—  2804 

As15  a  man  to  bete  or16  slo, 
Or  to  take  hys  gode  hyw  fro  ; 
Or  $yf  ]>ou  vowe  yn  ^ungbe17  or  elde, 
And  bou  mayst  nat18  but  wykkedly  ^elde,  — 
God  wyl  nat  j>ou  hold  yt  so  2809 

but  )>ou  )>y  vowe  yn  wykkednes  do  ; 
God  haj)  leuer  bou  be19  20wyj>drow 
feaii  do21  euyl  dede  after  foly  vow,       2812 
Bettere  ys22  a  foly  wrde  be20  wy)>drawe 
frm  wyb  euyl  dede  to  fulfyl  bat28  sawe. 

1  1  2*  goddys  wurd  yn  be  gospel,  * 
£ys  may  be  preuyd  ryjt  wel.  §  2816 

[The  Bible-story  of  John  the 
Baptist's  Death.] 

II      speketh26  of  seynt  Ion26  baptyst 
fre  best  chylde  bori:'-*7  vndyr  Cryst. 


1  chargyn  non  D.        a  hony 
3  Jxrof  I  w.  J.  alle  bc-forn  D. 


n  .  .  .  forsuorn  I>. 
<  &  D. 

*  he  schal  D.        *  cuero  ony  D. 

7  dest  O,  dediat  for  #.  w.  D.      *  out  distress*  D. 

•  holdyn  to  Jeldyn  it  D.  10  a  vow  0. 

f  o)*re  )*t  >in  hot  D.  »  >yngw  D. 

13  )>e  hardily  D.        "  a  vowe  .  .  .  folyje  D. 
'«  As  O,  oin.  I!  ,11  1   I  »         »  betcn  or  to  D. 
.      |, 

19  |wt  )wi  D.     »-»  Hart,  omit  these  two  lines. 
"  do,  <mu  D.        «  ye  .  .  be,  <wn.  D. 


f  Qe  il  nul  face*  serement 
t  Quant  il  creit  verreiment 
Qe  pariurer  se  volt  vtrement. 

t  Car  ki  par  force  fere  le  fra,b 
t  Sache  qe  il  malement  pechera.c 
IT  Si  \us  a  deu  ne  rendez 
Ceo  qe  par  vou  promis  le  auej, 


t  Greuementd  aueras  peclic 
Si  del  rendre  ne  espleite;.* 

t  U  Nepurqt^ant,  si  folie  as  vouej/ 
En  tant  as  deu  mes-paie;  ; 


3012 


3016 


3020 


t  Rendre  n'el  deuej  pur 

Si  \U8  estes  bon  crestien.h 
t  Meu$  vaut  sun1  fol  vou  retrere, 
t  Qe,  apres  fol  vou,  folie  fere.  3024 

t  E  meu$  vautk  retrere  fol  sereme/tt, 
t  Qe  pur  tant  fere  malement. 
§  Ceo  peot  estre  cunferm^ 
*  Par  le  euangelie  dampne  dee,  3028 


a  Ke  null  face  fere.        b  le  fete  iurer. 
c  £  ccluy  ky  M  poriare  mmt  en  peche  oueL 
<*  Greuousement.        «  Si ...  left  out 
t  N.  si  fol  veu  faces. 

t  r.  mire  le  vou  ne  deuex. 
»>  Si .  .  crestien,  om.        »  De  Mes  vaut  meu 
k  vaut  A,  om.  B. 

»  H  (**.  wyb)  D.        ••  lie  D. 

»  »pek>0f  Ixritspek. 

«  loon  0,  loh  D.        »  best  barn  D. 


100     How  Herod  beheaded  John  tJw  Baptist,  but  wouldn't  have  hurt  his  own  Eye. 


Hyt  telle])  J>at  Eroud1  swore  A  tale 

To  here  )>at  tumbled2  yn  J>e  flore,         2820 
Jjat  what-aseuer3  she  wuld  aske  to  mede,  4. 
he  wuld4  fulfyl  hyt  here5  yn  dede ;  | 
halfe  hys  kyngdom,  $yf  she  wuld  craue, 


t  Qe  cuwte,  qe  Herodes  iura 

t  A  vne  pucele*  qwe  deuant  li  tu??iba, 
|  Ky  seurement  lab  durreit 
J  Chose  qwe  eolec  demandereit, 
t  Neis  si  eole  demandeitd 


.e\emptnm. 
[leuf  133] 


3032 


haluyndele6  she  shuld  hyt  haue.  2824   "  La  meite  del  regne  qe  il  teneit. 

Eueyl  he  vowed/  and  swore  hys  oth,  I"  Mes  trop  porempli'  malemewt 

J3er-for  wit/*  hy?»  ys  now  god  wroth. 
For  oufer  mede  wuld  she  haue  none, 

2828 


But  be  hede  of  swete  seynt  Ion ; 
Here  modyr  bade  here  aske  bys, 
J)e  hede  of  seynt  Ion8  yn  a  dyssh. 
Folylyche,  certeyn,  Eroud9  swore, 

t    dede 

And  yn  dede  weyl10  werse  he  fore.      2832 
But  ^yf  she  hade  asked  Eroudes  ye, 
Troust  J)ou  he  wuld  nat  a11  made  a  lye  1  § 
Y  trowe  he  wulde  haue  be  forswore12 
Ar  he  hade  hys  ye  forlore.13  2836 

So  had  hym  better, 14  for  hys  prowe, 
For  to  haue  broke  J)at  yche15  vowe, 
And  wzt/i-oute  mede  haue  late  here16  go, 
)3an  for  hys17  vowe  a  man  do18  slo.      2840 

3yt  may  y  preue  hyt  by19  ou]>er  sawe 
Jjat  wryte 20  ys  yn  be  oldii  lawe ; 
Yn  )>e  gest  of  syre  lepte,  * 
Yn  J>e  byble  men  mow  hyt  se.  ||  2844 


1  he  telli>  >at  herodis  D. 

2  sayled  D.         3  qwat  D.         4  schulde  D. 

5  here  0,  hire  D,  om.  H. 

6  Hauyndele  0,  halfuendel  (om.  hyt)  D. 

7  ]>er  he  a  vowed  D. 

8  loon  0,  loh  D. 

9  herodis  he  (om.  certeyn)  D.         10  J>e  D. 

11  trust  ])erto  he  schulde  haue  D. 

12  ha  be  forsworn  D.         13  or  .  .  y$e  lorn  D. 

14  be  better  0,  were  he  b.  D. 

15  brokyn  hys  D.         16  a  letyn  hir  D. 
17  J>at  D.        18  do  0,  to  D. 

19  prouyii  it  be  D.        »  wreten  D. 


Qe  il  out  iure«  folement, 
Q^^ant  decoler  fist  le  felun 

t  Seiwt  Ioh«n  baptist h  en  p?*isun. 

Car  la  pucele  li1  pria, 
t  Par  sak  mere  qe  le  amonesta, 
t  Q'en  vn  esquele  ly  fust  bailie 

La  teste  del  seint1  ami  de. 

AHas,  qe  eole  ne  ustm  prie 
t  Qe  He?-odes  sun  oyl  li  ustn  dun6 ! 

leo  crei  verreiment0 
§  Qe  il  ust  fause  sun  serement. 


3040 


3044 


IF  Ore  deuu?/i  cunfermerP 
Qe  horn  deit  fol  vou  debruser ; 
Ceo  nus  peot  estre  mustr£ 
*  Par  le  fol  vou  qe  fist  Yept6 
Qe  iuge  esteit  del  people  de, 
Testoire  mis  ad*i  cunt6, 


3048 


3052 


a  A  sa  file.  b  il  la. 

c  Quele  chose  k'el. 

d  This  line  is  omitted  in  B. 

e  La  moitie  sun  regne  k'il  teneit 

Si  la  pucele  desirait. 
1  mes  le  rey  parempli  trop. 
8  Coe  k'il  o.  i.  si.         h  le  baptiste. 
i  bel  la.         k  la. 

1  teste  seint  lohan  le.        m  k'ele  n'out  herodas. 
n  Ke  son  oil  destre  ly  fust  [leaf  26]. 
0  Kar  dunkes  crai  ioe  veraiement. 
P  Vncore  ce  volum  meux  demustrer. 
q  Si  cuw  en  Test.  est. 


Against  Rash   Vows.     The  Talc  of  Jephihah  and  his  Daughter.        101 

Gent    of  Syre    Jepte,  —  or 
flu*  Tale  of  Jephihah  and  hi* 

Daughter.1']  [*«*•  «.  »-».] 

"  Cest  home  a  deu  voua, 

lepte  went  onys  to  batayle        [fayie  ;_  f  quant  il  en  bataiHe  da, 
And  preyd  God-  hys  powere   shuld    nat 

"  Graunte  me,  Lorde,3  )>e  maystry  nowe,  f  Si  deu  la  mestrie*  li  grantast 

And  y  shal  make  to  pe  a  vowe,            2848  E  il  en  pesb  returnast,  —                    3056 

pat  pe  fyrst  )>yng4  pat  y  mete  *  §  Quant  il  al  hostel  vendreit, 

Beforcme  homward  yn  J)e  strete,  §  *  La  premere  qec  encuntereit, 

£erof  shal  y  make  sacryfyse  ;  "  f  A  deud  sacrifiereit, 

For  to  sle  hyt,  was  pan  )>e  asyse.5        2852  t  C'est  a  dire,  qe  il  oscireit.                  3060 

whan6  he  had,  purgh  goddys  vertu,  J  ||  II  Quant  la  bataille  out  vencu 

Of  pe  batayle  prys  and  pru,  ||  t  Par  P°er  deu>  e  **  vertu, 

Homward  as  syre  lepte  $ede    [leaf  19,  bk.,  col.  2j  t  Al  ostel  en  pes  returna  ;e 
he  panked  god  for7  hys  gode  dede.       2856 

hys  doghtyr  was  pe  fyrste8  pyng  t  Sa  file  demeyne  encuntra,                  3064 

pat  mette  hym  and  made  hyw9  welcomyng  ;  t  Qe  encuntre  ly  veneit, 
She  grette  here  fadyr  fayre  \vith  moupe 

And  made  hy?;i  all10  pe  ioye  pat  she  coupe,  t  La  ioie  li  fist  qe  eole  saueit. 

)*m  poght  lepte  on"  hys  vow,  •         2861  f^ul  enfant  n'outfors  luy,       [.enf  i»  «j.ti 

Tant  fu  gremdref  sun  ennuy.  9068 

And  hadde  yn  herte"  sorow  ynow.  .  Lon  &Q  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

To  hys  doghtyr  pan  seyd  he,  t  Pur  ceo>  a  Ja  puceie  diseit, 

"  )?ou  art  deseyuyd,  and  y  for  pe  ;  2864   t  "  Deceu,  bele  titte,  me  aue^, 

lo  my13  vow  to  heuene  kyng  E  ™*  deceue*  serre^  ;                        3072 

pat  y  shuld  sle  pe  fyrstc8  pyng  t  Ma  buche  ay  ouert  a  dawtpne  dee  ; 
Jjat  y  mette  homwarde  fro  pe  batayle;  14 

And  my  vow  y  wyl  nat  fayle."  15  2868   t  Fere  me  couient,  cuwt  leal  iude\h  " 

Hys  dogntyr  answered  myldly,10  Ele  tantost'  cntrn.li 

"  Fadyr,"  she  seyde,  «  y  am  redy  t  Qe  dire  volt  ;  "  si  respuml  i 

For  to  take  my  depe  of  17  pe  ;  t  *  Qe1  sa  mort  prendeit  a  grde         C*».  r«»] 

But  y  am  glade  pat  y  pe18  se.  2872   f  Pus  qe  il  en  pes  fu  return  . 

1  narrorto  D.        a  he  pr«yed  D.  ;,„  i,  .         b  E  en  pet  e  sauut^. 

3  0.  (not  D)  inserts  'he  »-\  K,j  U  primer  chose  k'il  (and  tnuiapoaes  linen 

4  ,  >ing  I),  Hart,  omits.  3057,  3058. 


5  to  )w  god  .  wttA  good  a-vyce  D.  d  A  deu  promfot  k'il  le. 

11  qwan  D.        7  8  ferste  D,  fyret  HO.  «  sei  returna.        r  pliw  grant 

*  hym,  om.  D.         10  hym  all.  •  •.//  .  1  >.  t  deceu  oertes.         h  gcu.         »  Cele  t.  ben. 

.  .  of  D.  k  Quei  d.  voleit        '  K'elo  [leaf  26,  col.  2]. 


In  herte  be  mode  D. 

»  a  I)  be  the  way  I  >  >«  myldely  D.  1T  for  D. 

15  b  rayn  a* TOW  me  nuiste  holde  ay  D.  w  D. 
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But,  ewete  fadyr,  y  pray  Jje1 

Graunte  me  two  monejjes  ar  y  dye,2 

]3at  y  may  wepe3  my  virginite 

with  he?«  )>at  noryst  be4  wM  me."      2876 

Here  fadyr  graunted  weyl  Jjarto, 

And  she  forsojje  ded  ry$t  so ; 

She  wepte  nat  for  any5  outrage, 

But  for  of  here  come6  no  lynage ;         2880 

Jjat  no  fruyt  of  here  my$t  spryng, 

)3are-for  she  made  here  wepyng,  * 

And  for  here  fadyr  had  chylder7  no  mo 

)}at  furj>er  my^t8  yn  kynde  go.  2884 

But,  ry$t  at  J>e  monebes  ende,  § 

here  fadyr  dede  nat  berof 9  hende, 

pat  he  hys  owne  doghtyr10  slowe 

For  a  foly  and  a  wykked  vowe.11         2888 

Seynt  Austyne  seyb  certeynly 
}3at  he  synned  ry^t12  dedly ; 
For  he  auowede,  and  nedyd  naght,13    2891 
And  $yt  yn  dede  wel  werse  he  wrogfrt. 
Seynt  Austyn  seyb  so14  redy  wey        [leaf  20] 
J)at  y  to  $ou  dar15  weyl  seye 
*  3oure  wykked  vowys  shul  $e  nat  fylle, 
Ne  make  no  vowe  to  any  ylle,  2896 

But  chauttgti  hem  to  better  prow, 
And  take  penauwce  for  foly  vowe.' 

God  shelde  vs  alle  wykkedly  to  swere, 
And  late  vs  neuer  fals  wytnes  here,     2900 
Ne  foly  vow  for  to  make, 
lorde,  for  by  wurschyp16  sake.17 

1  D.  puts  this  line  after  2874,  and  reads,  '  Now 
s.  f.  I  $ow  preyje.' 

2  or  I  deyje  D.        3  wepyn  D. 

4  beyn  0,  weryw  norysched  D. 

5  non  D.         6  fat  of  he7»  cam  D. 

7  childnw  D.        8  myjt  fer|>ere  D. 

9  as  1*  D.        10  >at  his  owyn  child  D. 
11  foly  wikkyd  a- vow  D.        12  ful  D. 
13  noght  0,  &  trust  not  D.        14  a  D. 
15  to  jow  )>at  dar  I.     [The   Dulwich   fragment 


t  ^les  la  pucele  li  ad  pric 

t  Vne  priere  de  g?'«nt  pite,  3080 

t  Qe  il  la  dunast*  cunge 

t  Pleindre  sa  virginite 

t  Dou$  meys,  en  la  cumpainie 

t  Des  puceles  qe  od  li  esteiewtb  nurie.  3084 

Le  cunge  sun  pere  luyc  duna, 
t  E  ceole  sun  deol  demena ; 
t  Ne  niie  qe  netteme?«td  se  out  garde, 
t  Mes  pur  defaute  de  ligne,  3088 


t  Qe  sun  pere  n'out6  autre  enfant, 
*  De  tant  sun  deol  fuf  plws  g?*ant. 

51  Ore  oiez  grant  desmesure, 

E  defaute  de  garnesture.&  3092 

§  Apres  qe  sun  deol  aueit  mene,h 
t  Sun  pere  1'ad  sacrifie. 

Certes,  ieo  crei  qe  il  fist  peche  ; 
t  Seint  Austin  dit,  le  clerc  lettre,1        3096 

t  *  Qe  folement  a  deu  premist,k 
t  E  cruelmewt  le  paremplist.' 
t  Pus  qe  ieo  ai  si  bon  garant, 
t  Hardiemewt  v^  di  tant.  3100 

t  Ne  male  promesse  ne  rende^, 
t  N&  qe  ledeme/it1  as  voe^  ; 
t  Vostre  vou  en  meu^  deue$  changer, 
Si  deum  vole^  bien  paier.  3104 


a  K'il  la  donast  le. 

b  ke  furent  oue  ly.        c  cunge  bien  ly. 

d  necte.        e  Sun  pere  out  nul. 

f  fu  sun  doel.        z  charnel  cure. 

h  out  dement.        }  enlettre".        k  promist. 

1  folement.         m  nostre  sire. 

stops  with  1.  2894,  and  the  catchwords  at  foot, 
'^oure  wikkid  vowys.'] 
16  wrshepe  0.        17  0.  adds  'Amen.' 
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[The  Ninth  Commandment^ 

The  nynj>e  comauwdment  yn  oure  tellyng 
Ys  "  coueyt  nat1  )>y  neghbours  J>yng," 
For  to  reue  hyt  hym  wykkedly  2905 
wit/i  wrong  pleys  or  ouj>er  maystry, 
No  with  glosyng,  no  wit/t  queyntyse, 
X"  \vyj>  destresse,  on  noun  wyse,          2908 
No  wyj)  wykked  procurement, 
To  make  hywt  lese  hys  tenement. 

And  for  hyt  haj>  fe  same  assyse 
J)at  longej)  vn-to  coueytyse,  2912 

y  wyl  now  ouer-lepe  hyt  here, 
And  aftyrwarde  ^e  mowe  hyt  lere 
whan  y  speke  of  )>e  dedly  synne 
Of  coueytyse,  hyt  ys  J>er-ynne ;  2916 

For  hyt  ys  one  of  )>e  seuene, 
Among  hem  y  wyl  hyt  neuene ; 
And  of  hys  spycys  telle  ^ow  neyde, 
As  holy  man2  haue  wry  ten3  and  seyde. 
Of  j>ys  nynj>e  wyl  y  endu  now,  2921 

Aii'l  of  J>e  tenfe  speke4  to  30 w. 


[The  Tenth  Commandment.] 

The  tenj>e  comaundrae?i£  ys,  "  by  fy  lyfe 
Coueyte  nat  J>y  neghburs  wyfe."  2924 
And  J>ys  ys  now  a  comuw  synne 

frit  i  fill yii  ynne, 

For  almost  hyt  ys  ru<  r\  \\  liore 

A  gentyl  man  haj>  a  \\yfo  and  a  hore; 

[A  II  future  various  readings  are  from  0.] 
1  noght.        »  men.        *  wrote.        4  1. 11. 

»  nouun. 

b      Si  rnkea  la  chose  desirattes 

A  vot/rc  ]>t  -,«•  k'il  aniMtet. 

c  Chen  estes  en  cost  pechez  (leaf  26,  back). 


ncouimc1   comanbcmcnt  w   qr 
ne  5cuc>   bcsirir   to   chose 
p/tomc.  [i*.ns$,  !>•<*] 

Ci  vus  unqes  desirie$b 

La  chose  uostre  preorae  qe  amie$, 
t  E  a  tort  auer  le  volley 
Chey  estes  ;  mes  releu  3108 

Ceo  poejd  par  eowfessiun. 
1  '  i  4uele  reuele  lee  prodom. 


t  f^l  Pur  ceo,  qe  ce  apent  coueitisee, 
t  Si  ne  dirru??z.  pas  tutes  les  guises       3112 
Comewt  horn  purra  pecliicr 
Par  chose  sun  preome  coueiter, 
t  Qwant  de  coueitise  parlerum, 

t  Si  deu  plest,  ceo  ne*  vblierwm  ;         -H  1  G 

t  Le  plus  de  ceste  pechi^  dirru///, 

t  Sicu??^  des  mestres  apris  auu///. 

t  De  cost  comowdemewt  lessu;??  atant  ; 

t  Al  dime,  depart  deu,  aluw  auant.f    3120 


mvmdement 
bous  nc  bcun  bcstrir  la 
pvcomc. 

ceo  auej1  trespass*, 
Si  vus  fiance  eie;  dun<3 
A  femme,  sun  barun  viuant  ; 
De  li  querej  folie  par  tant.  3124 

Trouo  auu;?/  assej,  &  seu, 
Qek  mal  en  eat  auenu. 


*  Pur  coe  dates  leuer.       •  quei  releoe  chescun. 
'-'  In  B.  lines  3111-20  are  put  into  two, 
Les  especes  de  ooueitiae  id  ne  dirrnm 

KM  kui/iit.'  inaiiTH  IMMII  iH-rh.-  \V/-M  sun  |,,--nn. 

and  lines  3119-20  are  omitted, 
(lane  lei.        *  Lc  .li.,..        '  i*.        "  Qurl. 
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And  wyues  haue1  now  comunly  2929 

here  husbondys  and  a  ludby. 

Yn  euery  place  now  mow  men  se  [ir.  20,001.2] 
])e  wyfe  wyl  gladly  )>e  mayster  be ;      2932 
And  $yf  she  onys  )>e  maystry2  wynne 
Alle  newe  lawys  she  wyl  bygynne ; 
For  fan  wyl  she  make  hyt  alle3  newe, 
And  bygynne J>  to  be  a  shrewe ;  2936 

And  whan  she  ha))  wune4  )>e  maystry 
Oure  syre  ys  noght  but  '  veyes  moy  sy.' 5 
pan  wyl  folys  fonde  and  fare6 
To  chepe  j>e  wyuys  chaffare.  2940 

And  $yf  pe  wyfe  lestene  here7  lore, 
here  wurschyp  ys  lost  for  euer  more.8 
)5us  wyl  bygyn?*e  wykked  lyfe 
To  coueyte  a-noj>er  mawnys  wyfe ;        2944 
For  no  man  ful  comu?dy 
BesecheJ)  a  wyfe  of  foly, 
But  J>ere  ))e  wyfe  ys  aboute, 
)3e  gode  man,  for  to  stoute.  2948 

Y  dar  no  more  telle  for  drede 
Of  vnkynde  wyuys  hede ; 
Nofeles,  y  haue  grete  skylle 
To  sey  more  J>an  y  wylle.  2952 

3yf  J)ou  euer,  }>at  ]?ou  wystyst,  *  51  Si  \us  vnqes  dun  donastes 

A-nou)>er  raawnys  wyfe  kystyst,  t  A  autru  fe??ime,  ou  beisastes,  3128 

Or  ;aue  here  $yf t  for  ]?at  enchesou;i  * 

)5at  su?/i  synne  myght  be  doun ;  2956   t  Pur  trere  sun  qeor  a  folie ; 

jjan  as  yn  J>e,  ]?ou  fallyst  yn  synne,  t  Tant  cum  en  vus  est,  le  aue}  trahie. 

3yf  J>ou  to  foly  wuldest  here  wynne. 

3yf  pou  J>ys  foly  hau?*te,  \s»i/u.-\       t  H  Si  vus  vnqes  entremeisse}, 

Oufer  mennys  wyuys  for  to  dauwte,     2960    f  Qe  autru  fe??mie  daunise^,  3132 

yn  foly  wurdys,  or  yn  foly  play, 
yn  vntyme,  be  ny^t  or  day, 
feat  here  herte  to  j>e  myght  tourne, 
And  late  of  here  husbunde  skorne,       2964 
For  soj>e  J>ou  synnest  \>er  dedly  t  De  peche  n'estes  mie  escuse^. 

1  hauen.         2  >e  maystry  onvs.  te.     Roman  de  Dolopatos  (in  Roquefort). 

3  )>an  maky])  she  hyt  al.        •  wnne.  6  0.  gloss  'go.'        7  Harl.  omits  'here.' 

6  Cp.  Vcs  me  ci  tot  en  ta  bont4  De  faire  volon-       8  Harl.  euery  more. 
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Jjogfc  fou  lygge  neuer  here  by. 

By  foly  wurclys  mow  men  a  fole  keniie ; 1 

Jjur^li  blast  of  moujje  )>e  fyre  wyl  brenne. 

}yf  J>ou  euer  dedyst  J>y  mygnt  [20,  bk.]  2969 

>79iman  to  tylle  wtt/i  foly  sygnt, 
As  men  hauntc  now  alle  day, 
To  hauii  glysyng  y$en  and  gay,  §         2972 
A  weddyd  wyfe  y  J>e  forbede,J 
For,  pat  ys  most  for  to  drede. 

Also,  }yf  )>ou  dedyst2  letter  sende 
To  weddyd  wyfe,  or  wrote  or  kende  ;|| 
Or  $yf  )>ou3  letter  bare,*  2977 

And  J)ou  were  \eroi  weyl  ware, 
)5ogh  hyt  were  ouj>er  memiys  synne 
3yt  art  j>ou  partable  )>er-ynne.  2980 

]5ys  comaundment  jjat  ys  )>e  ten))e, 
wylle  y  no  lenger  drawe  or4  leng))e  ; 
For  yn  )>e  syxte  )>er  y  spake,      [p.  58-73] 
y  touched  of  )>ys  ychii  lake.  2984 

Now  of  J>ys  ten  wylle  we  lete, 
And  speke  of  ou  j>er  synnys  grete ; 5 
God  grauwte  vs  grace  so  to  sey 
Of  troupe  to  shewe  )>o  ry^t  weye.          2988 

$erc  bngnuiut  K  scucnc  bcbln 


[The  Seven  Deadly  Sins; — and 
first  of  Pride."] 

Now  of  pe  seuene  wyl  we  telle, 
pat  ben  pe  dedly  doghters  of  helle. 
J)e  eldyst,  mm  kall«'  pry«li-  : 
sh.-  was  pe  fyrst  pat  walky.l  wyde       2992 
Yn  «-ii'/-y  laii<l,  to  «-u-  /-y  man. 


1  0.  ffloss  • 
:  n.  bisrti 
5  a  adds 


'-'  .l.-st  HMT. 
4  on. 


'  ))at  yi  to  wye,  of  JKJ  aeuene. 

1 ! .  iw  Jwy  forbarre  |>e  blya  of  heucno.' 
4  0.  baa  '  Here  begynne  |w  a.  d.  synnys.' 

pur  caa  son  quer  e*t  de  via  enfUmmez. 
b  fet  le  feu. 


Ceo  est  peche  pur  uerite^ ;  * 
Lecherie  norist  fol  parler, 
Qe  suffler  le  feu  fetb  arder. 


§  U  Les  oils  guaisc  ne  deue^  auer, 

Xe  fole  cuntenance,  pur  changer 
I  Le  qeor  de  fewime  qe  est  espuse  ; d  [is*  bk^t] 

Car  ceo  n?«  ad  dcu  comande"6  3140 

En  ceste  dime  comandement, 

Qe  garder  deuej  estreitem* 
t  IT  De  folief  lettres  enueier 

Se  deit  chescun  ausi  garder,«f  3144 

*  E  vw*  porter  ne  les  deue$ 
||  A  fe/wrne  qe  seith  espuse^  ', 

Ne  a  nul  autre  ki  qe1  seit, 

Lettres  ne  portera,  ki  me  creit          3148 

Sik  sages  est,  bien  deit  sauer 

Queles  lettres  il  deit  porter. 


t  11  Des  di$  coinand<»m'-?i3  lorruw  a  tant, 
t  E  des  set  pechie^  dirru///  nu-intenant ; 
t  Deu,1  pur  sa  grant™  pitee, 
t  Si  dire  nus  doynen  qe  il  seit  pae  !     3154 


es  set"  pcchif »  mortcls ;  le  pvcmcr 
si  cst 


T  e  premer  des  set  criminals, 

J  Qe  sunt  apelej  pechiezP  mortals, 
t  Est  orgoil,  qe  en  ciel  comenca 
Quant  encuntre  deu  se  leua,i  3158 


d  '  De  femme  ke  est  Moose*  le  quer. 

•  vtw  fist  deu  comander. 

'  fole  | It   'jr..  l.k.f  col.  2). 
»•  Tin.  lin.-  i a  omitted  in  B. 
h  ke  est.        i  a.  si  mal  i. 
1  Ore  il 

•  .li-;,..         "  Nus  doint  issi  dire. 

P  A.  omits  'pechicr.'        i  releua. 


3160 
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Jjurgh"  alle  f  e  worlde,  ouer  alle  she  ran, 
And  haj>  here1  gete  many  wonynges, 
Specyally  wyj>  grete  lordynges,  2996 

And  with  ouf  er  many  ynowe ; 
For  where2  she  ys,  he  wylle  nat  bowe, 
Slie  wyl  be  mayster  ouer  hem  alle ; 
And  alle  at  onys  she  make))  hem  falle.  3000 
|3e  fadyr  of  pryde  fat  fyrst  here3  knew 
To  helle  pyt  she  down  hym  threw ;  § 
And  alle  fat  are  of  here  coueyn,4  J 
Alle  she  bryngef  5  to  helle  peyn.  3004 

Jjarfor  y  wylle  warne  $ow      [if.  20,  bk.,  coi.  2] 
whare-yn  she  make)?  $ow  synne,  and  how, 
)3at  }e  mowe  parceyue  vmwhyle 
Yn  what  fyng  she  dof  $ow  gyle.          3008 
jjys  ys  f  e  fyrst  fat  y  fynde 

fadyr  &»  modyr,  [»  O.  or] 

Vnbuxuwinesse  a^ens  f  y  kynde ; 

And  he  fat  ys  vnbuxuw  al 

A^ens  hys  fadyr  spmYual,6  3012 

And  settef  hy??i  ry^t  at  f  e  leste, 

And  sey)>  '  prut  for  f  y  cursyng,  prest ! ' 

Or  $yf  $ou  speke7  foule  wrdys  or8  rowe, 

And  to  fy  souereyn  wylt  fat  bowe,      3016 

3yf  fy  prout  wurdys  make  hy??i  wroth, 

Be  fou  neue?'  so  lefe  no  loth, 

Jxm  synnest  fer  gretly9  yn  pryde, 

Man  or10  wo??iman,  whefer  hyt  betyde. 

3yf  fou,  ctyer  man  or  wyfe,  3021 

were  preysed  for  fyn  holy  lyfe ;  * 
Or  yji  fou  wuldest  men  seyde  of  f e 
fat  fou  dedyst  grete  chary te,  3024 

And  fat  fou  were  bof e  meke  and  chaste,  § 
And  wuldest  speke  no  wurdys  waste ; 
3yf  fou  wuldest  men  seyd  f  ys, 
J)ou  synnest  yn  pryde,  y  sey,  ywys.      3028 

1  ha>  O,  <m.  H.       2  ]>er.       3  here  0,  hem  H. 

4  couyne,  glossed  'cm/ipany.* 

5  brynj).         6  spyrytual.         7  spekst. 
8  and.         9  gretly  *>er.         10  o>er. 


a  Ke  a  enfer  s'en  est  trebuche. 

b  Pur  coe  de  tuz  deit  estre  eschuez. 


t  Li  angle,  qe  '  Lucifer '  fu  apele 

Pur  sun  nobleie  &  sa  beaute ; 

Tant  grant  fu  de  orgoil  le  peche 
§  Qe  par  tant  es£  en  enfern  dampn^ ;  * 
|  E  tu$  eels  qe  a  li  consentirewt, 

Seurs  su?zt  ore  qe  il  mesfirent.  3164 

51  Comencail  es£  orgoil  de  tu$  peche^  ; 

Eschure  le  deue$  pl^  volunters.b 
t  f  Garde} c  al  comencement 

Si  vnqes  futes  inobedient,  3168 

Ceo  est  a  dire,  a  parens  charnals, 

Vd  a  uos  peres  espiritals. 
t  U  Si  poy  de  force  aue^  dune 
t  Estre6  de  prestre  escomenge,  3172 

IF  Ou  si  poy  de  force  tenistes 
t  De  te?'rien  siegnur  que  vita  seruistes,f 
t  Qe  il  od  vus  f u  corouce,  [leaf  134] 

t  De  orgoil  vint^  pur  verite.  3176 

IF  Bien  ausi  tu$  iursh  garde} 

Qe  par  orgoil  ne  vus  esleue^ 
*  Si  vus  seiez  de  haute  vie, 

Qe  ceo  serreit  mitlV  grant  folie.         3180 
t  Si  pur  fame  que  lemk  vus  preisast, 

Ou  par  bone  vertu  qe  vus  loast 

Cum  est  la  vertue  de  chastete', 

De  pacience,  &  humilite,  3184 

Ou  pur  bon  eoure  qe  fet  usse^,1 
t  Ou  de  parole  qe  bien  deissej, 

Si  en  uostre  qeor  trop  vus  preise}, 
t  Tant  orgoil  est ;  bien  le  vee^  ; m        3188 

c  Ore  g.  d  Ov.  e  A  estre. 

Ov  si  aiez  en  grant  dedein 

De  vostre  seignur  terrein. 
8  Coe  vent  de  org.  [If.  27]. 
h  E  a.  t.  i.  ben  vus.          *  mult  A,  om.  B. 
k  fame  horn.  J  ke  feisez. 

ra  sachez. 


Against  Pride  in  Birth,  Wisdom,  Beauty,  Strength,  Riches,  Singing.     107 

al1  folyys  hyt  ys  fe  floure,  Car  ceo  est  de  orgoil  la  folur, 

For  f  y  godenesse  to  haue  wurldys  honowre.  f  De  propre  hautesse  trop*  grant  amur. 

3yf  J)ou  for  pryde  art  outrage 

fat  fou  are*  come  of  hygh  lynage,        3032  ,  £  Memt  se  enorgulist  de  hgnage, 

.  .  t  Pur  coe  k'll  est  de  haut  parage.b       3192 
Befenke  fe  weyl  fro  when-*  fou  cam  ; 

All«:  we  were  of  Adam  : 

3yf  fou  be  come  of  hygh"  blode, 

And  )>ou  dost4  more  euyl  fan  gode,      3036 

Ymvrfyly  art  fou  made  gentyl 

}yf  foil  yn  wurdys  and  dedys  be  yl. 

3yf  fou  be  prout5  fat  fou  art  wys  f  U  Les  autres,c  pur  ceo  qe  il  sunt  phwd  sage 

And  for  fy  cwwseyl  art  holde  yn  prys,  3040  f  A  cunsail  doner  ou  beale  langage  ; 
Or  yn  )>yn  queynte  wurdys  hast  pryde, 
wys  yn  wrong,  euyl  shal  betyde. 

3yf  fou  be  proute5  of  |>y  bewte,     [leaf  21]     f  Plusurs  s'enleuentf  pwr  lur  beaut^, 
No  shoch6  kote  to  J>e  shulde  be,  3044 

frit  feyrhede  ne  shal  long  vritfi  fe  wende  ;     f  Qe  tost  passe,  cum  flur  de*  este,        3196 
Swych  pryde  endyj)  foule  at  fe  last  ende.          E  sunt  te??iptes  del  maufr.1' 

3yf  bou  for  strenkfc  be  mysproute,  [.  ....  no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

,  ,  '      -,     lf  i        ,          ji      i         or^jo    "    Tl  Pur  force  ausi  tv  inir  v: 
A,,.l  hast  boatful  wrdys  and  loude;     3048      s.eno^ulisscnt  p]JUK.,  "  3200 

Do  no-body  farfore  despyte  ne  skafe 

•one 

Swyche  men  go  to  shame  ful  raj>e. 

3yf  fou  be  prout5  of  )>y  rychesse  f  H  E  nomeme/it  pur  richesse,k 

JjogJi  hyt  come  neue?*  wyf  no  falsnesse, 

Hyt  may  passe  )>e  more  lygfitly,  3053   f  Qe  tost  vient,  &  tost  passe.1 

And  j>e  sunner,  fat  fou  beryst  fe  hyy. 

3yf  fou  be  prout5  of  fy  song,  f  U  Pur  lurm  ducenif/it  chanter. 

S.  1.1.;  lastef  fat  vertu  long  ;  3056       Enleue  des  plusure  le  qeor.  3204 

^rer  haf  herte  prout5  wtt//-ynne, 
And  tyryf  many  on  to  synne  ; 
KM!  selde  ys  synger  gode  yn  thew, 
I  Jut  fat  yn  sum  poynt  he  ys  a  shrew.  3060 

\\  urdys,  and  yn  qeynte,  €  :--al  i>"/-l.-r  use0  sou 

lij  are  swych  men  ateynte  ;  t  S'enorgulissewt  mult  de  gmt 

wurdys,  and  ojvrwliylo  louely, 


1  Of  allc.        •  art.        »  whenne.  °  »utr«i  A,  om.  B.        ««  ben.        •  de  bele. 

«  d«  i.rou.V.  '  en  orgoillinent  (and  omiU  •  lur'). 

•  en.  ! 


D  A,  om.  B.  k  riches  f;  '  I  l" !••  m.-iin'- 

'•  This  lino  omitted  in  A.  m  E  voir  de. 


'  rigour  .  .  le  phuur. 

k  richex  grant.        '  e  pane  de 

111  K  v,.ir  .1.-.  •  ausi. 


108     Against  Pride  in  Power,  Leading,  Horse  and  Hounds,  Xing' s  Favour. 


Ar.  ful  of  pryde  and  trechery.  3064 

Be  a  man  uncouth  or  couthe, 

And  he  haue  lagfiyng  wurdys  yn  moufe, 

y  warne  fe  wel  fat  ofer  whyle, 

Swych  a  man  ys  ful  of  gyle.  3068 

3yf  fou  euer  bare  f  e  hyghly 
yn  ouerdo  pryde  for  f  y  bayly, 
Bere  f  e  lowe ;  men  se  al  day, 
J)y  bayly  shal  nat  laste  alway  ;  3072 

Now  fou,  and  syfen  y,  [6*yw.] 

So  shal  go,  oure  bayly.  [   „  ] 

3yf  fou  be  prout  of  f  y  cu/myng, 
j?at  fou  hast  lerned  moche  fyug,          3076 
As  sum  man  ys,  fat  ys  scolere, 
wenyf  fat  none  ys  to  hym  pere, 
He  wenyf  weyl  fat  he  kan 
To  be  mayster,  and  oue?--man,  3080 

And  when  f  e  ende  ys  al  shewyd,  [if.  21,  col.  2] 
Jjan  ys  he  almost  al  lewyd. 

3yf  fou  delyte  fe  oftyn  stouwdes,  * 
yn  horsy s,1  haukys,  or  yn  hou?ides ;  § 
3yf  fou  clerk  auaunsed  be,  3085 

Swyche  game  ys  nat  grauwted  to  f  e.  I 
To  emperorus2  and  to  kyngys 
ys  grauwted  swych3  pleyyngys ;  3088 

Erie's,  barons,  also  y  grauwte, 
And  kny^tes,  fey  mow  hyt  hauwte 
)5at  fey  ne  be  tempted  of  oufer  synne, 
For  ydulnesse  fat  fey  ben4  ynne ;        3092 
And  ^yt  y  rede,  fey  hauwte  hyt  so, 
A^ens  god  fat  fey  nat  mysdo. 

3yf  fou  art  wel  wyf  f  e  kyng, 
Or  with  anofer  lordyng,  3096 

Bere  f  e  nat  ouer  prout  f  erfore 
To  f  y  perys  out  of  skore ; 
For  men  se  hyt  yn  a  f rowe, 


1  horsys  0,  hors  H. 
a  sweche.  4  ar 


emperours. 


t  ^1  Ou  par  poer  ena  baillie, 
Valer  quidewt,  qe  ne  ualent  mie. 


3208- 


a  en  grant.         b  en  oiseus  en. 
0  e  fetes.         d  serrez  de  coe. 


t  II  En  science  est  ausi  orgoil ; 
Ceo  poet  ben  uere  chescuw  al  oyl. 

t  Ki  vn  poi  de  hure  est  escoler, 

t  Lors  quide  tut  le  muwde  saner.          3212 
Mes  meint  qm'de  Rolant  valer, 
Qe  la  pigace  ne  uaut  de  Oliuer. 


§  U  En  chiens,  oyseals,  &b  tiel  noblei,  [134/2] 
*  Si  trop  VMS  delite^,  fetes c  derai ;        3216 

Nomemerct  si  clerc 

De  sei?it  eglise 
I  Maleme?it  de  ceo  sene^d  blarney, 

Car  tiel  dedut  ne  vus  est  grante^.      3220 


f  Chiualers  &  francs  se  poent  iuer, 

t  E  greindres  malse  vblier, 
Cume  simt  faucine,  &  tricherie, 
Feolunie,f  &  roberie.  3224 

f  Mes,  tant  ne  se  deiuent  deliter 

t  Qe  lur  auigne  deu  vblier ; 
Car  si  trop  en  surct  delite, 
Ceo  Gift  orgoil  &»  pechie. 

t  U  Si  de  riche  home  estesh  priue 

f  Ne  vus  enleue^  mie  de  ceo ;  * 
Car,  ausi  cum  dit  le  home  sage,k 
4  Amur  de  seignur  ne  es£  heritage. '    3232 

Pur  la  plus  grant  mal. 

B.  inserts  'aduouterie.' 

e  grant.  h  seez. 

la  de  coe  ne  vus  esleuez. 

Pensez  en  tun  quer  ke  dist  ly  sage. 


Against  Pride  in  God's  Gifts  to  its,  and  in  Blaming  and  Scorning  others.     109 

To  day  ys  hegh",  te  monve1  ys  lowe.    3100  f  Tiel  est  buy  haut,  demayn  ert  has, 

And  a  lorde  ful  ofti.:  latyf>,  l  fortune  change  en  mult  de  cas. 
Now  he  louyj>,  and  now-  he  hatyj). 

3yf  Jjou  cuer  vndyrstode  t  IT  Si  vw.<  uinj/v  qmditte£,b 

J)at  J)y  wyt,  or  }>y  gode,                         3104  t  Qe  les  bien  <[•  <  n  v  //>••'  unit-;              3236 

Come  of  J>y  self,  and  nat  of  god,  t  De  \us  venisent,  ne  mie  de  dee  ; 

ys  grete  pryde  and  falsly  troud.  t  Ceo  serreit  apert  orgoil  proue. 

3yf  god  almy-tity  haue  $eue  fe  t  II  Si  deu  \us  ad  dune  send  dun6, 

Many  Jj.-wes  )>at  wtt/i  )>e  be,                  3108  t  Force,  poer,  ee  beautv,                        3240 

werre  nat  a^ens  )>e  conimaundment  t  Guerreier  ne  deuej  le  fi$  dee 

\v/t/<  )>o  $yftes  )>at  god  haj>  )>e  lent  ;  t  Des  biens  qe  il  vtts  ad  preste  ;  f 

Mak.-  nat  Jjy  saule  so  wykked  a  wem  Ceo  funt  qe  en*  pech6  despendent 

To  do  wykkednes  for  pryde  of  hem.     3112  Biensh  qe  en  eu$  sunt,  si  il  ne  se  amende/it. 

3yf  |jou  Jje  auauwte  of  goddys  ^yfte,  t  H  Cels  qe  se  auanterat  tute'  iur          3245 

Or  worldly  gode,  or  bodly  4  )>ryfte,  D68  bens  <le  il  untk  dune  de  no^re  »eignt<r, 
Or  $yf  )>ou  be  se  moche  mad                 3115 

To  auaunte  be  of  bat  bat  bou  neuer  had,  t  Les  tms  des  biens  qe  n'unt1  mie, 

»y.  ys  pryde  and  arrogaunce,  f  g??^  ^  &  .^ntn  foli'  ;.   . 

Si  [Incum  les  meistresl  en  dmmite 

Vnwrfyly  J>e  to  auaitce.  [Cest  ^t  esfc]  «arrOganCe'  apele, 

ArrogauTtce  ys  certeynly          [leaf  21,  bock]  De  fet  qe  vnqex  ne  furent, 

Beholde  bettyr  fan  ys  wrj>y  ;                 3120  *  Ou  dist  qe  vnqes  ne  «li>:                      3252 

To  sey  a  fyng  fou  shuldest  haue  do  £abent  plusur,—  ceo  ert  org-.il, 

Chescun  home  le  vcit  al  ovl."1      :if-  is4,bk.] 

J):it  J)ou  neuer  myghtyst  come  |,er-to.»  f  Vn  ^^^  qg  mut  csfc  ^ 

A  vyle  synne  men  haunte  alle  now,  §  y  j)e  orgoil  est  pur  verit^                      3055 

Of  pryde  hyt  com)>,  —  lestne))5  how,  —  ||  Qz^/nt  VMX  autre^  despise^ 

none  can  preyse  \\jrn  self  by6  name  -j-  Qe  sul  seie$  veil  ou°  p?-eise3. 

be  WyJ>  euyl  anoufer  blame  ;  4.  «  Ceo  vient  ausi  de  envic,P 

t  Qe  tant  est  plein  d<-  t.-lunu'.  :'>'J«.n 

J}ys  cumf  of  grete  enuye  ;                    3127  ^  Ky  meins  valcnt  q<J  llt.  M///,  K.wt  valer> 

And  pryde  of  herte  and  felonnye.       J  (  'ustumes  suwt*!  autres  iuger  ; 

|jou  skornedyst  euer  any  man,  Ceo  ne  peot  fere  qe  ne  v.  It  ;.<  •«  -her; 

Or  aaue  cuweyl  bat  scorne  1,.-  Sul'  (lt'u  (ltl  hulll('  l>unust  h'  (leor-      ; 

,                                |  I  U  Les  vns  sunt  si  escharnissant 

hyt  ys  a  pryde,  ami  wykkc.1  J.yng,  I  ^  ,ufe  o  ^  wmyt.  ^^ 

t  Grant  orgoil  ertt  ceo1  s:n  -h.  •;. 

'  to  morne.          '  gone.  n      Sicum  dient  les  meUtres  en  diuinit^, 

»  J»t        *  bodyly.        •  lestenyK        •  be.  Oest  pech^  est  '  arrogance  '  apele. 

' 


f  \-.is  k,  .I 


b  crere  puiaej.        c  ke  VIM.  Ou  de  diz  k'il  vnkes  ne  disoicnt, 

d  ad  en  le  secle.        •  Sen,  f.  n.  e  grant.  -ui  *  funt  K»haisl—coe  ert  orgoil, 

'  aprest4  [If.  27,  bk.].        c  cil  ky  en.  Ooe  poet  chewun  ben  ver  al .»!. 

h  Lea  biens.        '  tut  en.  °  Ke  rua  aees  lo  meus.        P  gront  n. 

k  A.  inserts  'du  '  k'il  no  vnt.  4  Ooatttraeras.de.         r  Karsoul.        •  mouc 

m-»  B.,  o,, 


110    Against  Pride  in  Hypocrisy.    Tale  of  the  Hypocritical  Monk  of  Tangabaton. 

At  crystyn  man  to  make  scornyug ;      3132       A  nul  houre  fere  nel  deuej  ;  3268 

feus  seyb  be  holy  prophete  Dauyb,  §  I  Car  deu  a  son  grant  iugement 

And  Neomas  a  prophet*  hym  wyb,  }  Escharniera*  tiele  gent. 

Ceo  auu?»b  en  le  saute?-  troue, 
bat  scorners,  at  be  hegfc  Iugement,  §  Qe  figt  Dauid  le  ami  d(^  3272 

Of  goddys  mouj)  J>ey  shul  be  shent.  °0  }  E  Neemie  ad  ausi  mustre 

3yf  bou  for  pryde  haue  delyte  3137       Qe  eschar  est  grant  peche.c 

For  to  be  holde  an  ypocryte,  ^  Si  vus  vnqes  en  uostre  vie 

To  be  preysed  wel  for  ]>y  gode  dede,  :  f  £echisf3  P"r  * Pocrisie>- 

"  c  Ceo  est  a  dire,  qe  me  entendej, — 

And  fat  holylech  bou  canst  be  lede,     3140       gi  autre  y^  feites  qe  ne  fussej> 

Or  to  be  preysed  )>at  bou  hast  wrogfct  :  En  bones  eoures,  pwr  estre  preis6 

jjyng  j>at  J)ou  dedyst  now^t,  Plws  ve?-reimewt  qe  pwr  1'amur  dee,d— 
wete  fou,1  syre  ypocryte, 

Of  )>e  mede  of  god  fan  art  J>ou  quyte  ;  f  N"e  quide$e  ia  en  eel  luer,f                 3281 

J>at  yche  preysyng  ys  J>y  mede               3145  t  Car,  cie  1'aue^  receu  primer. 

fat  j,ou  receyuest  for  fy  gode  dede.  ^  La  ioye  delfh  JP0"**8  . 

chydej>  Apres  sa  mort  es#  quite  &1  q^ate.       3284 

Ful  fellyche  God  to  hem  flytes,  t  Horriblemewt  ad  parle 

To  fes  fals[e]  ypocrytes;  3148   t  Des  ypocrites,  dampne  Dee. 

And  seyj),  "  at  J>e  ende  shul  men  se  t  A  la  fin  serra  veu 

)3at  $e  begyle  ^ou  self,  and  nat  me."  Comewt  il  unt  le  siecle  deceu ;  3288 

And  here  y  shal  telle  as  tyte  E  coek  p?*ouerai  par  auctorite 

Of  a  cursed  ypocryte.  3152 

[TJie  Tale  of  the  Hypocritical  Monk  of  the  Abbey  Tangabaton^} 

[Bk.  IV,  ch.  xi,  of  St.  Gregory's  Dialogues  :  the  place  is  Iconium,  the  monastery  rwv  TaXaruv, 
ton  Galaton,  then  Tongalaton,  Tangabaton.  The  story  is  in  the  Libro  de  los  Exemplos  (no.  395),  but 
the  abbey  is  not  named. — G.  Paris,  Hist.  Litt.  de  la  France,  xxviii.  197.] 

Seynt  Gregory  seyj?,  as  y  shal  sey,     A  tale  f  De  seiwt  Gregoire  le  benore.               3290 

hyt  was  ones  an  abbey  t  U  Une  abbeie  iadis  esteit       .exempium. 

]5e  name  hyght  '  tangabaton,'  t  Qe  'Tangacon'  nun1  aueit;  [if.  is*,  bk.,  coi.  2] 

And  mimkes  J»ey  were  echon.  3156 

Of  a  mu»ke  ^ede  fe  wurde  f  ul  ryue,2  [21  bk.,  c.  i]  f  Vn  Moygne  i  ad  habite 

J3at  he  was  of  holy  lyue ;  t  Qe  grant  nun  out™  de  seintete ; 

But  for  J>at  he  was  nat  so,  t  Mes  il  ne  fu  mie  tut  issi 

So  holy  as  men  tolde  hyw  to,                3160  t  Come  la  gent  quidere?at  de  ly  ;           3296 

Fals  preysyng  shal  wykkedly  wende, 

As  hyt  ys  wurby,  so  shal  hyt  ende. 

A  seknes  toke  be  muwke  ful  grym  Car,  sicuw  deu  aueit  purueu, 

1  >ou  weyl.         2  ryf.  d  FeiseJ  plus  ke  pur  dame  dee  [If.  27,  bk.,  col.  2]. 

"  cree}.  f  auer  luer.          e  id. 


Escliarnira  mut.         b  Cne  est  en.  h  del  matiueis.         j  la  m.  e.  tute. 

c  For  the  last  three  lines  B.  has —  k  A.  omits  coe.         *  tangabaton  a  non. 

Ke  escharnir  est  grant  peche.  m  out  grant  nun. 


The  Tale  of  /       //     ocritical  Monk  of  Tongalaton  Alley.  Ill 


As  god  had  purueyd  of  hym.  3164 

he  was  so  traueyled,  shortly  to  sey,1 
Jpat  he  wyst  weyl  )>at  he  shuld  dey.2 
whan  he  wyst  j>at,  he  made  do  calle 
Bo]>e  one  and  o\>er,  hys  bryj>ryn  alle,  3168 

Idyjj  IK-HI  come  byfore  me  here; 
J)at  may  hem  auayle,  y  shal  hem  lere."3 

)5ey  come  rennyng,  bofe  lesse  and  more, 
And  wende  haue  herd  sum  holy  lore.   3172 
And  when  )>ey  were  come  echone, 
To  hem  he  made  of  sorow  hys  mone  : 
"  liyt  may  no  longer  be  forholne  ;  § 
Falsly,  wurschyp  haue  y  stolne  ;  3176 

y  am  nat,  brejjren,  as  30  weue, 
Of  holy  lyfe,  as  haj>  be  sene ; 
j)at  y  fasted  when  30  lete ; 
For  twyys  pryuyly  y  $ete ;  3180 

And  whan  30  wende  y  had  be  holy, 
Y  ete  and  drank  ful  lustyly. 
To  warne  $ow,  }ms  y  telle, 
For  me  ys  come  Jje  fende  of  helle.         3184 
wyj>  hys  tayle  my  knes  he  haj>  kny$t,  * 

stoppyd 

And  wyj)  hys  hede  my  rnouj)  y-dyt.   J 

Alas  )>e  tyme  J>at  y  was  bore  ! 

A  -  an  ypocryte  y  am  forlore.  3188 

;    now  slial  he  me  strangle  and  cheke, 

iial  y  neuer  aftyr  speke." 
Be-fore  hem  alle  he  deyde  astyte4 

vli':  | m nid  ypocryte.  3192 

Jjys  was  shewed,  hem  for  to  warne, 
And  |>at,  God,  no  man  shuld  scorne.5 
Ypocrysye,  J>ys  ys  JHJ  sywne         Cia»f«] 
Feyre  wyjK>ute,  and  foule0  wit/i-ynne. 
pys  me  cum]?  oJ  3197 

1  seye.        a  deye.        3  0.  gloss  'teclie.' 
9  shnlile  no  man  sen  mo,  'scorne '  ffloM. 

i    nvl-1-...l. 


1  |>ur  v.-u 

''  vint  A,  .....  .  M. 


Sos.  .  .  Tuzk« 


t  En  maladie  chay  cestu ;  * 
t  Tant  fu  greue  la  maladie 
t  Qe  a  la  fin  vintb  de  sa  vie.  3300 

Ces  cuwpainuns  fist  assembler, 
t  Quant  qe  lemc  pout  dune  trouer. 
t  Si  dit  qe  il  les  voltd  cunter 
t  Chose  qe  les  pust  apre*  valer.  3304 

*  1T  Cil  vindrent  hastiuement ; e 
t  Tu$  quiderent  co?wmunement,f 

Haute  chose,  &  grant,  oyr 

De  lur  frere  qe  dust  morir.  3308 

t  Mes  doleruse  nouele  les*  ad  cu»t6 

Q^^ant  il  furenth  assemble ; 
§  Car  celer  ne  lur  poeit1  mie 

Qe  il  out  est£  de  malek  vie.  3312 

t  "  Beau  freres,"  dist  il,  «« ben1  sachej, 

Ne  suy  pas  tielm  cuwi  \us  quidq  ; 
t  Car,  qwantn  qutdastes  qe  ieo  iunay, 
t  Praiernent  dous  fei^0  mangay.  3316 


t  Pur  ceo,  sachie^  de  verit« , 
Qe  al  dragun  d'enfer  sup  liuer^, 

t  Qe  pur  moi  est  ci  venn  : 
Par  y  pocrisie  su  P  peril  1 1 .  3320 

*  Mes  genul^  de  sa  cue  ad  lie, 

J  Sa  teste  en  ma  buche  ad  bute ; 

A  force  ma  alme  estret  de  mey ; 
t  lames  plus  ne  parleray." 
t  Meintenant  est  deuie 
t  Le  ypocrite  malure. 
t  11  Tant  dit,  quant  derail*  morir, 

Pur  eu$  de  eel  pechi^  garnir.  3328 

\\  i  autre  so  fet  de  hors,  qe  ne  osi  de  einj,r 
Sa  alme  Hiiro  a  fort*  turmeiis.  Ot  iu] 

•'  lor  limit  ilunkea.        •  communal racut 

T  bon  espeir  eurent  vrraiement 
*  lur.        h  lurcnt  tux  [If.  28].        >  pout  il 
k  mauueise.        l  fist  il  ben  Ic,        "»  toos. 
11  VU«.          °  deus  fioj. 
P  s,  -i   .1  ,l,-u«it 

T  k'il  n'cst  de-dens.        •  deliurc  a  g 
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Yn  feyre  shewyng,  here  falsnes  hvil«-. 

3yf  fou  art  prout  of  fy1  her, 
(As  prout  men  ben  euery  where,)         3200 
Or  $yf  foil  tyfyst2  )>e  ouer  proudly, 
Ouer  mesure  on  fy  body, 
Swyche  synne  ys  nat  f  e  leste ; 
Y  rede  )>e  telle  hyt  to  )>e  preste.  3204 

chaplet 

Be  nat  proud  of  fy3  croket, 
Yn  j>e  cherche  to  tyfe4  and  set. 
At  home  mayst  f  ou  f  y  croket  werche, 
And  nat  at  fy  messe  yn  j>e  cherche.  * 

And  of  fese  herded  buckys5  also,     3209 
vriih  hem-self  fey  moche  mysdo, 
J)at  leue  crystyn  mennys  acyse 
And  hauwte  alle  f  e  newe  gyse ;  3212 

J^erwhylys  fey  had  fat  gyse  on  hand, 
was  neuer  grace  yn  f  ys  land. 

Of  proud  wymmen  wuld  y  telle, 
But  )>ey  are  so6  wroth  and  felle ;          3216 
Of  fese  fat  are  so  foule  and  fade, 
}3at  make  he??i  feyrere  fan  god  hem  made 
wz'tfo  oblauwchere  or7  ouf  er  floure, 
To  make  he?n  whytter  of  coloure.         3220 
Grete  pryde  hyt  ys,  and8  outrage, 
fat  she  ys  nat  payd  of  goddys  ymage. 

heuedys  tyfed  wyf  grete  pryde, 

long 

wit//  heer,9  and10  home's  syde,  3224 

Men  mow  wete  hyt  ys  grete  synne 
To  haue  moche  pryde  f  er-ynne. 
Men  sey,  and  haue  seyd,  here  before, 
For  swych  pryde  are  wymmen  forlore. — 

name 

Ryche  ladyys  of  grete  renouns,         3229 

hauyng 

]5ey  do  make  he??i  ryche  corouns,    § 
)3ey  may  make  to  here  auewauwt,11 

1  )>yn.  2  tyffyst;  O.N.  '  typpa,'  adorn, 

a.  4  tyffe.         5  bukkes. 

sone.  *  or  wy)>.         8  0.  inserts  'vyle.' 

her.  10  and  wyj>.        n  0.  gloss  '  hauyng*?. ' 


t  H  Ki  de  ces  cheuols  e^ft  trop  gelu$, 
f  Cum  aunt,  suuewt  les  orgoilhi}  ;          3332 
t  IT  Ou  de  autre  mane?*e  de  atiffement 
t  Qe  a  la  teste  ou  al  cors  apent, 

Ceo  ne  deue$  vblier,b 
f  Si  dreit  vtis  vole}0  cowfesser.  3336 

f  H  Trop  cst  gelu$  de  sun  croket 

f  Qe  a  la  messe  souerct  lad  main  met  ; 

Plus  i  gist,  ceo  crey,  sun  qeor, 

Qe  ne  fet  Pur  ces  pechie?  plurer.e      3340 

*  Assez  se  puiTa  horn  atiffer 

*  En  autre\u       ftl 


f  Ki  ad  saf  face  colur6 
-f  Autremewt  qe  Deu  Tad  furme,  3344 

f  De  blanket  ou«  de  rouencel  ;  h 

CeQ  ^  orgoil>         ^.^  Michel  . 

f  Outrage  eat}  a  demesure, 

f  Qwant  ne  est  paye  de  lak  deu  feture.  3348 

|  If  De  testes  fardes1  poy  dimm, 
Car  ceo  siet  ben  chescun  horn, 
Qe  de  orgoil  vient  ;  &  perdue  suwt 
Tieles  qe  perm  vanite  le  funt. 

§  ^  Dames  corunej,  passer  voley,n 


Si  des  cheuaus  estes. 
haunt  tu  te  dales. 


b  mie  oblier. 
sa. 


«  a  la  messe  escuter. 

f  Ky  ke  ad  la  [If.  28,  col.  2].         8  e. 

h  blanchet  ou  de  ruuencel. 

1  Gil  est  outrageus. 

k  Ky  n'est  paie  del. 

1  farsees  vu  poy.        m  Kuant  pur. 

n  voudrai. 
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But  ou«-,-  :  |  nat  eu/maunt.1       3232 

Of  lady  vs  wulde  y  leue  my  I 

drrde 

But  y  dar  nat  for  goddys  awe ; 

Of  hem  behouej)  to  sey  su?«deyl, 

yn  what  poynti-s  }>ey  do  nat  wel. 

< lod  hajj  shewed,  and  sliewej)  euery  day, 

|jat  swy<-hi:  })ryde  ys  noght  to  pay. 

li  y  shal  jjerforii  telle,  A  tale  f  «i  Cum  en  vn  sermunb  oy  cunter, 

iy  was  pyned  yn  helle.  3240 


3236 


Mes  Deu,  ceo  crey,  mes-payerei 
Pur  ceo  ne  plus*  qe  ieo  ne  die 
Lur  peche  grant,  &  lur  folye. 
Deus  ad  mult  souewt  mustre 
t  Qe  de  lur  pcchie  est  mau-paie, 


Qe  ben  fet  a  remembrer,0 


3956 


5360 


I  The  Tale  of  the  Proud  Lady,  who 

IS  ln.trnt  to  aslies  again  and 

again  in  Hell  by  a  Burning 

Wheel} 

\vas  a  lady,  a  lordy>  w\ 
here  fayrhede  was  yn  rcnou/e  ryfe ; 
.M«K-he  she  loued  feyre  tyfyng,2 

<  )n  h.-iv  li, .,!,..  oner  al  \  :ii)44 

to  be  holde  \>e  feyryst  lady 

<  »f  al  Jw>  })at  woned  here  by ; 

Ainl  whan  six-  wi-ni'd  l>est3  to  haue  lyuyd, 
)5'  d«-f>  bore  toke  ;  here  dayys  were  fyllyd  ; 
For  when  mm  \\cne  to  lyfe  haue  space, 
)5.in  ys  de)>  8U7mest  yn  ]>lac.-. 
\Vli.in  -lie  was  dfde,  sone  aftyrwurd 
here  squyer  toke  a  syknes  hard,  3202 

)3at  here  lorde  helde  of  grete  prys, 
lir  was  a  man  yn  si-ruysr  wys. 
As  hr  lay  yn  liys  1,,-d  :l  nyjt, 
liviu  |)«i^l,t  hyg  latly  come  to  hym  ry^t. 
Ami  s«-yd  )ms,  4i  rys,  and  -j.i  wy|>  me,  3257 
A  iii.-i-u.-yl.-  -h.il  y  >lir\v.-  to  ': 


De  une  dame  ded  gmnt  renun 
f  Qe  fe??ime  esteit  de  vn  riche  horn, 

t  Cointee  fu  mult  durement, 
t  De  sa  teste  uomeme?it  ; 


3364 


t  Qwmt  mous  viniv 

t  Hors  de  ceste  sieclef  passa. 


t  U  Tost  apres  qe^  morte  esteit,  3367 

t  Vn  bachelor  maladeh  giscit      [k«f  m,  col.  8] 
t  Qe  sun  seignur  aueit  mwlt  chier,1 

t  Sun  semis.'  li  f.-s.-it  an. 

i  iur,  al  maladi-  ivsiMiiMeit1 
t  Qe  a  li  sa  damem  veneit ; 
t  Qo  le  suisit,  li  comanda," 

Mi'-niril!.-  -"'lit  li  inustreia.0 


•  naunt.     Glossed  'scii 
.ngf.  3  bff( 


•  ">n  eat  ore  a  reherccr. 


11  maUdia. 

11*1  ly  aueit 

k  Kar  §un  bon  srruise  le  fweit. 
i  maladic  aaia  eatcit 

-•i  dame  a  IT  bon  pa*. 
»  Ke  la  paranart  1'ad  coraand^. 
"  ert  nnwtrt'. 


HAM 
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)3ys  yche  man  grau?zted  here  noglit, 

For  hyt  ran  weyl  hyw  yn  fogtit  3260 

fcat  she  was  dede  and  leyd  yn  graue, 

feat  hym  of  hys  bedde  wulde  haue. 

But  whefer  he  wulde  or  noght,  wyj>  wel1 

&  wo, 

She  had  hyw  vp  w/tft  here  to  go.         3264 
feus  tolde  he  sej>yn  vtiih  moche  drede  ;  % 
A$ens  hys  wylle  vrith  he?-e  he  $ede ;  * 
She  ledde  hyw  to  a  moche  felde, 
So  grete  one  neuer  he  behelde.  3268 

fean  stode  styl,  fys  lady, 
And  he  by  here  ful  dredfully. 
As  fey  hadd  stonde  but  a  frowe,  [22  bk.]  3271 
Come  fur)) 2  deuylys  fat  fast  gun  blowe ; 
With  hem  fey  broght  a  brennyng  wheyl, 
feat  on  here  hede  was  set  eche  deyl. 
feys  whel  fat  was  set  on  here  heuede,3 
Brende  here  alle,  fat  noglit  was  leued.  || 
Efte  she  ros,  when  she  was  brent,  §      3277 
And  had  )>e  same  turment, 
And  brende  ry$t  as  she  dede  before; 
To  se  fat  peyne  hys  herte  was  sore.      3280 
3yt  she  ros  )>e  same  wey ;  « 
For  saule  may  neuer  for  peyne  deye.  | 
And  efte  fey  set4  hyt  on  here  krowne, 
And  brende  here  al  to  asshen  doune ;  * 
And  eue?-more  she  leuyd  a^en,  £  3285 

For  peyne  my^t  she  neuer  be  sleyn.  j 

fean  askede  he  here,  why  fat  hyt  was  J 
feat  she  suffred  swyche  peyne.     "alas,  alas," 
She  seyd,  "  y  suffre  fys  mys-auenture  3289 


t  Le  malade  de  bon  qeor  ne  ag?-anta 

f  Qi  il  li  suisist,  qwant  se  purpensa      3376 

t  Qe  sa  dame  f  ut  deuie 

Vn  poy  houre  deuant  ceo ; 
t  Mes  a  force,  li  sembla, 

t  Ouesqe  sey  li  menaa  3380 

*  Mwlt  encuwtre  sa  voluwt£  ; 

I  Ceo  cuwta  il  pws  pur  verite. 

t  A  chief  de  pece,b  en  vn  champ 

t  VindreTit,  qe  mult  fu  g?-ant ; c  3384 

t  La  dame  est  lad  arestu, 

t  E  li  bachelor  pres  de  luy.e 

t  Qatre  deablesf  tost  veneie/?t, 

t  E  vne  reo  ardante  porteient ;  3388 

I  Sur  la  teste  la  dame  la*  mistrent, 

||  Eiesq^es  a  cendreh  le  arcistrent. 

§  Autre  fey^e  est  viue  releue1 — 

Sa  dame  ci  li  ad  semblek—  3392 

Mes  les  deables  la  reo1  ardant 

Sur  luy  mettentm  meintenant, 
t  Qe  en  pudre  le  art  autre  fee.n 
t  Le  home  qe  fu  la  rnene,0  3396 

Tant  aueitp  hydur  &  pite, 

Si  grant  ne  out  pus  qe  il  fu  nee/i — 

*  Treis  fei$  l'arcistre?it,  cu??i  li  sembla  ;r 
Alias  la  peyne  qe  ele  mena ! 8  3400 

o  Mes  ele  tu^  iurs  releueit, 

j  Car  en  peynes  morir  ne  poeit. 

J  ^1  La  resun  apres  ad  cunt6fc 

A  Thome  qe  la  fu  mene,u  3404 

t  Pur  qwei  ele  esteit  ensi  penev 

De  la  reo  ardente  enflamine.x      [leaf  iss,  bk.] 


1  wele.  2  foure. 

3  heuede  0,  hede  H. 


4  sette. 


a— a  Mais  il  de  bon  quere  ne  1'ad  grante, 

Ear  ly  souvenit  k'ele  fu  deuie ;  [If.  28,  bk.] 
Mes  a  force  le  ad  amen6, 
Cum  ains  esteit  al  mesaise. 

b  En  .1.  poy  de  oure.        c  large  e  grant. 

d  ilokes  se  aresta.  e  de  ly  esta. 

t  debles.        e  a  la  d.  le. 


h  Euaske  a  cendres.         l  fiej  viue  releueit. 

k  cnm  auis  ly  esteit. 

1  debles  le  roe.         m  ly  mistrent. 

n  le  arsirent  a.  fiez. 

0  Dunt  cely  ky  la  fu  amenez.         i>  out. 

^  K'il  no  out  unkes  plus  en  tut  sun  he. 

r  coe  ly  sewible.        8  k'ele  aueit. 

*  ad  a  ly  cuntez. 

u  A  .  .  mene  A,  om.  B. 

v  a  issi  pene3.        x  This  line  omitted  in  B. 
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For  on  my  heuede1  oner  feyre  tyfure ; 

For  when  y  shuld  agfier  go  or  ryde, 

-tfite  my  heuede1    ry$t2   moche  wit/t 
pryde  3292 

For  to  be  presyd  over  alle  ladyys, 

And  of  pryde  to  here  f  e  prys, 

And  among  kny^trs  yn  halle 

y  wulde  be  holde  feyrest  of  alle.  §       3296 

guff  re 

f  er-for  f  ys  yche  peyne  y  drygft 

For  y  bare  me  yn  pryde  so  hygfi. 

But  warne  my  lorde,  y  pray  fe, 

hys  pryde  and  bobauwce  fat  he  late  be ; 

But  $yf  he  do,  he  shal  be  forlore,         3301 

£at  y  warne  hym  weyl  before; 

For  on  one  of  fys  dayys  shul  30  deye, 

My  lorde  and  fou  :  f  e  sojje  y  seye."     3304 

Ryght  at  fe  terme,  as8  she  seyde, 

)>•  knyjt,  and  fat  squyer,  deyde. 

By  fat  tokenyng  wel  men  kiu-\v 
|3at  f e  tale  was  ryjt  and  trew.  3308 

£erfor  hyt  ys  grete  doute,4       [leaf  22,  bk.,  col.  2] 
w\  ///in.  n  to  tyfe  here  hedys  aboute. 

3yf  god  haue  lent  fe5  haudys  and  fete, 
Arini-s,  legges,  feyre  and  swete, —         3312 
Be  nat  over  proiule  of  fys, 
Jjey  are  nat  fyne,  but  fey  ben6  hys ; 
For  $yf  he  wylle,  he  may  hem  fe7  reue  ; 
w/tA-oute  hys  leue,8  shal  none  beleue. 

Despyse  nou;/  <mjvr  f;it  so  haue  noglit, 

Ne  f oght9  fey  be  nat  so  feyre  y-wroght ; 

hM 

For  $yf  fou  doust,  fou  in;iy.-t  h<>m  tyne, 

1  for  fat  pryde  go  to  pyne.  3320 

Ne  dysgyse  nat  f  y  clofyng 
Ouer  mesure,  for  f  y  preysy  1 1 


8  ful.  •  J«t. 

•u'drede.'        3  O,  )*  lent  H. 

•  beyn.        7  >e  hem.        •  leue.        •  J»ogh. 


»  fet  ele  ke  vn§  auej.         b  le  aufir  ben  le. 
6  le  golous.        d  estrc  B.  este  A. 


"Ceste  peine,"  dist,  "qe  vtw  veej,* 
t  Pur  ceo,  seofre  ieo,b  sache^,  3408 

t  Pur  orgoillusec  atiffement 

De  ma  teste  nomement. 

t  Car,  pwr  ested  regard^, 
§  £  de  bealte  plus  preise  3412 

t  Qwant  ieo  veneie  entre  gent, 
Me  atitfai  trop  coin  tern  en  t. 

Ore  seofref  ceste  peine  dure 
t  Pur  ma  orgoillous  atiffur.^  3416 

t  Mun  seignur,  pur  deu  garnie^,1' 
t  Qe  pur  sun  boban'  ne  seit  pene^; 
t  Car  a  tiel  iur  pur  ueir  murra ; 
t  Si  il  ne  s'amende,  perdu  serra." 

"E  VMS,"  dit  eole,  "al  hostel  alej, 

Car,  solu/i  ceo  qe  me  est  mustre^, 
t  Sans  faille  a  tiel  iur  murrez ; 

De  vos  pechiej  vus  confessej."k         3424 

11  Ensi  Iur1  est  auenu ; 
t  Car,  seignwr  &m  seriant  ambedou 
t  Morirewt11  al  iur  termini  ; 
t  Par  tant  est  le  cunt  verified  3428 

t  M?/lt  fet  dunqti^  a  duter,0 
t  Par  orgoil  sei  atiffer. 
1 11  Si  vos  mains,  ou  bras,  ou  pee$, 


t  Trop  gelusement  garde$, 


t  Ou  de  trop  riche  robe  vtw  coint 
t  Pur  cstre  de  la  gent  p\u*  preise), 

•  la  gent  f  lw  aofro  [If.  28,  bk.,  col.  2). 

«  B  ;  Qe  me  aemble  vtro  raeaure,  A. 

'•  K^niis.  ?.  «  bobanoe, 

k  Coe  laches  par  fin  veritex. 

i  ISHI  \U.  eal. 

a  Kar  il  m.  °  radoter. 

P  de  r.  atur  v.  acointej. 
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Alas  !  hyt  shulde  so  betyde, 

Many  one  are  lost  for  here  pryde.          3324    t  Tut  vient  de  orgoil,  ceoil  sache^  ; 

Shal  grace  come  neuer1  yn  fat  hind 

Jjere  men  haue  swyche  gyse  yn  hand  ; 

God  and  grace  are  wyj>  hem  wroth, 

J?at  hauo,  for  pryde,  dysgysed  here  cloth". 


Pur  le  amur  deu,  leb  lesse^. 


3436 


XoJ>eles2  euery3  man  may, 


3329 


Aftyr  hys  astate,  make  hym  gay  ; 

But  when  he  j>assej>  ouer  mesure, 

Jterof  cum))  mysauenture.  3332 

Gentyl  men  ofte,  for  swyche  desert 

Fal4  at  )>e  laste  yn  grete  pouert. 

A  weddyd  wyfe  may  atyre  here 
J3at  here  husbuwde  loue  noiw  but  here ; 
For  hys  loue  she  may  hyt  do,  3337 

But  for  none  ouTper  mannys  so. 
3yt  swyche  y  rede,  Jjat  fey  so  fare 
Jjat  here  pryde  make  hem  nat  bare.      3340 
Gretly5  J)ey  synne  yu  j?er6  queyntyse 
))at  nouelrye  al  day  areyse, 
For  to  be  preysed  and  of  grete  sygfrt, 
Al  day  dysgyse  hem  at  here  mygfrt ;    3344 
Forsofe  hyt  semej)  weyl  to  be 
Al  here  lyfe  yn  vanyte. 
But  wide7  J>ey  j>enke  bat  make  swyche  strut, 
yn  what  robe,  yn  erbe,  bey  shul8  be  put, 
)3ey  shulde  nat  make  hyt  so  a-mys,      3349 
3yf  )>ey  bogfct  oft  of9  )>ys. 

Y  shal  $ou  telle  a  lytyl  wyght10     A  tale 
How  hyt  befyl  onys  of  a  kny^t.  [10  wiht,  space] 


t  Nepurqwant,  chescurc,  solu;i  ceo  qe  ilc  est, 

t  Cointer  lid  purra,  ci  li  plest. 

t  Mes,  quaui  passe  su?i  afferant, 

t  Bien  vee$  qe  il  peche  en  tant.  .'>440 


t  E  fewme  belee  se  peot  cointer, 
t  Pur  plus  sun  barun  pleiser ; 


t  Mes  garde  qef  ne  passe  mesure ;        3443 
Bone  entente,  de  peche  ne  eyts  cure.  CJJj'  ^-> 

t  II  Trop  pechent  en  lur  cointises 

t  Ki  estudierct  en  noueleries,11 
E,  pur  estre  plus  regarde,1 
Vnt  lur  cointises  souewt  change  ;       3448 
Apertement  miistre7it  en  verito 

t  Qe  lur  vie  est  tut  en  vanite. 

t  Ki  bien  soue?zt  fu  purpense 

t  Od  qwele  robe  ert  en  tere  cuche,k      3452 

t  Poy  freit  force  de  tiel  orgoil1 
Cum  mene^t  les  vns,  &  ceo  Qst  doyl.1" 

t  U  Pur  ceo,  vn  ensample  vus  cunterai, 
Qe  cuwtre  eu^  en  liure  troue  ay.n       3456 


[The  Tale  of  the  Knight  and  Monk 
who  lovd  new  Fashions.] 

)3er  was  a  kny^t  }>at  loued  nouelrye,  f  U  Vn  chiualer,  par  sa  folur, 

As  many  one  hauwte  now  ]>at  folye ;    3354   t  Trop  cointes  estoit,  cu??i  su?it  plusur, 


1  neuer  come.         2  0,  No)>ele  H. 


4  Falle.         5  Gretlych.         6  here. 

7  Harl.  omits  '  wide. '    8  \>ey  shul  yn  er )>e. 

a  ben  le.  b  dunke  le. 

c  N.  solum  coe  ke  cliescu?i. 


eury. 


d  Queinter  ly  se.        e  ben.        f  sei  ki. 

8  B.  e.  ait  e  de  p.  n'ait. 

h  de  nouveles  guises  [If.  29]. 

'  esgarde.         k  ert  enteiTe. 

1  de  orgoil  e  atifure*.        m  vns,  outre  mesure. 

n  Ke  en  .i.  liure  cuntre  eus  trouai. 
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lie  dede  to  make,1  yn  }v  suiners  tyde,  J 
A  kote  perced  queyntly  wit/*  pryde ;  £ 
And  God  was  nat  )>er-of  payd,  ||  3357 

ii  hys  pryde  he  was  betrayd. 
J3ys  knyjt  ^ede,  vpp-on  a  d 
Aboute  roberye,  to  gete  hys  pray  ;        3360 
II.  .inward  as  he  hys  pray  ledde 
w/t//  hys  enmys  he  was  bestedde  ; 
\\-tih  fore  bey  guw  wit/*  hym2  fygfit, 
And  slogh  bere  bys  yche  kny;t.  3364 

)>•  kny^tys  frendys  herds  seye 
h«»w  he  was  slayn  by  be  weye; 
Ful  ft-yrc  ban  gu«  bey  for  hym3  werche, 
)>-y  byryed  be  body  f«-yiv  at  j>e  cherche ; 
hys  frendys  departed  hys  katel  3369 

Among  be  pore  men,  and  bat  was  wel. 
whan  bey  come  at  ))e  kote  gysyng, 
To  dele,  hyt  among  hys  ouber  J>yng,      3372 
Before  be  pore  men  hyt  was  brogfit ; 
J)e  pore  men  seyd  bey  wulde  hyt  nojt. 
A  clerk  stode  J>o  bere  be  syde, 
And,  prayd  for  be  kote  ot  prydt>.          3376 
To  wcrnc  hyt  hym,  fey  bogftt4  loj>e ; 
>ke  and  ^aue  J>ys  clerk  J>e  clo|>e. 
]3y>  rid  k  was  glad  whan  he  hyt  hadde ; 
J)y.-  kote  asswy)>e  on  livm  '  he  cladde.  3380 

•  >w  here  a  grete  myschauwce 
Come  ry^t  as  for  veniau 
Ry;t  as  he  was  yn  J>e  kote  al  dyght, 
A  t\iv  Itn-nnyn.!,'  «'ii  hym  .uan  ly.Ljtit,     3384 
And  brcnd  hys  body  dt»u//nf  to  J>r  groii//.!.- 
whvlys  oght  of  hym  myjt  he  foii/ale.  [ts,col.«] 
\>er  shewed  God  weyl  by  J>at  kas 

1  do  make  hym.        <J  hym  to. 

ym  )>an  giuaie  >cy.        4  hem  )>ught. 

•  on  hym  asawyj*. 

•  Cestui.        b  Kw«nt  vint  a. 
«  cot*  bele  bien  par. 

1  MM  tost  apres  ly  fu.        •  Do  cele. 
f  a'en  eat.        •  Kar  aes  biens  rou 
h  Quo  .  .  .  k'il  ad  ameiit-. 


:I4G4 


CestH  se  aueit  a  tunic 
I  Enb  la  sesun  de  este 
§  Vne  cote  perece* ; c 

Mes  esteit  apres d  must  re 
||  Qe  Deu  ne  fu  mie  bien  paie* 

I)ele  cointise  qe  il  ad  vse*. 
t  IT  Vn  iur  e#tf  ale  praer 
t  Pur  sun  gain  anoiter ; « 

Ces  enimis  1'unt  encu^itre 
t  Od  la  preye  q^-  il  ad  in> 
f  La  force  fu  Iur  plwx  ^-/-ant;1 
f  Pur  ceo,  Punt  oscis  meintenant.k 
t  'Les  amis  al  chiualer  oscis, 

Qe  si  cointes  fu,  ieo  vw/f  di>,  •"•  1 1'l 


Sun  core  vnt  al  muster  porte 
t  E,  cum  est  custume,  enten 
t  Ces  clmtels  unt  put  ]>arti,m 
t  Pur  poures  fere  prier  pwr  li." 
t  Q?/ant  vindrent  a  sa°  cote  dum-r. 


t  Tu$  le°  comcuce?it  a  refuser; 
t  Mes  vn  clerc  les  ad  pri«  '' 
t  Qe  cele  cote  li  fust  dun« . 


3  4  SO 


t  Ore  oye$  la  vengance  dee.i 

t  Quant  la  cote  out  fuhl.V 

t  Vn  fu  surd  de  ly  trop*  ardant, 

t  E  sun  corsard1  meintrnant  ; 

t  Le  feu  de  ard<M  n'adnit>nta  cesa6 

•  Taut  QWH  d«  sunvoors  fu  rien  troue. 


3484 


1  Lur  f.  f.  del  son  grvinur.         k  on  oalur. 
'-'          Le  cora  al  orcis  cheuaU-r 

Kunt  aea  amia  bale  entorrar. 
»  Sea  ohatoua  .  .  departe. 
n  As  pouem,  &  funt  pn'.-r  pur  luy.         °  la. 

unit  pric. 

M  de  dee  [If.  29,  col.  «].        '  afu> 
•  delacoto.  K    H.  c.  a.  de. 

"  nont  ne  ad. 
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3392 


3396 


fcat  j)e  kote  a-cursed  was,  3388 

And  tokened  wel  sorowe  and  wrake, 
J3at  none l  pore  man  wulde  hy t  take 
For  pryde  of  J>e  newii  gyse 
A^ens  crystyn  me7^nys  wyse  ; 
But  J>e  clerk  was  wode  al  gate 
To  were  a  clo)>e  a^ens  hys  state, 
here  mow  $e  se  jrat  god  ys  wrotfc 
vfitfi  hem  )>at  dysgyse  here  clo)>e. 

And  a  clerk  ys  moche  for  to  blame 
£at  bryngyj)2  hym  self  yn  foule  fame, 
Clerk  ordeyned  yn  dignyte 
J3at  haurctej)  swyche  lolyte  ;  3400 

Nofeles,  of  J>e  newe  gyse 
))e  deuyl  ha])  made  hymself  chefe  iustyse ; 
And  ^yf  he  yn  folye  begy?ine  to  stoute, 
)3an  bere))  he  )>e  deuylys  baner  aboute ;  § 
Moche  folk  ys  jjerwy})  blent ;  3405 

God  do  jjerof  amendment. 

3yf  )>ou  haue  grete  desyre 
To  be  clepyd  lorde  or  syre, 
For  to  glose  )>e,  and  slyppe, 
And  to  haue  J>e  wurdys  of  wurschyp ; 
Or  $e  wynimen  also,  comuwly, 
wulde  be  kallede  *  madame '  or  '  lady 
Al  fys  com])  of  grete  pryde ; 
yn  ])y  shryfte  }>ou  nogftt  hyt  hyde. 
he  ys  ry$t  lorde,  J)e  kyng  of  heuene ; 
wrong  hyt  ys  j)at  men  any  oj)er  neuene. 

3yf  J)ou  delyte  ])e  yn  grete  meyue,    3417 
For  men  shulde  hauij  drede  of  ])e, 
And  for  J)y  meynii  wuldyst3  p?-eysed  be, 
3yf  harme  to  o)>er  J)an  do  ))at  meyne,    3420 
Jxm  for  J)y  meyne  shalt  dampned  be 
3yf  )>ou  to  euyl  vowe  fy  meyne. 

3yf  ])ou  delyte  ])e  yn  grete  hallys,  [if.  23,  bk.] 

1  no.         2  brynth.         3  wst. 


t  H  Par  taut  \us  ad  deu  bena  mustre 
t  Qe  la  cote  esteit  escomeng6 ; b  3488 

t  Pur  ceo,  nul  poure  home  de 
Receiure  ne  la  voltc  de  gree, 
t  Pur  le  orgoil  qe  il  ad  mened 


3408 


Ki  la  cote  aueit  atume".6 

Certes,  bien  dust  estre  blame*, 
t  E  ceo  ad  la  veniancef  ben  mustre. 


t  H  Clerk  cointe^  ordene, 
§  Baneour  est  al  maufe. 

Mes  ore,  pa?-  lur  ribaudries 
t  Estudiewt  enturh  noueleries 

Les  clers,  cu??i  f  usse?it  lay  gent ; 


t  Deus  i  niette  amendment ! 
t  U  Si  en  uoslre  qeor  desire^ 
t  Seignorie  auer,  ou  estre  apele3 
*  *  Sire,  mestre,  dame,' — sache^ 


3492 


3496 


3500 


3413    t  Orgoil  est,  bien  le  vee}.1 


3504 


a  ben  deu 
c  vout. 


b  fu  escinnege*. 
d  k'il  ad  demene. 


t  kVns  est  sires,  li  rey  de  ciel, 

t  Dreit  seignur  ne  est  home  mortel.k 

t  11  Qe  se  delite  en  g?'ant  mesn^, 

t  Bele  festes  tenir,  pur  estre  alose ;      .3508 


t  Ou  en  haute  mesun1  e  grant, 

e  B.  inserts  these  two  lines — 

E  ke  le  clerc  fist  ke  forseu^ 
Ky  cointise  vout  user  escumege. 

f  venganj  den.         e  one  cointise.         h  en. 

1  ben  ver  le  poe}.         k— k  Omitted  in  B. 

1  beles  mesuns. 
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Yn  a  foule  pryde  Jmn  J)ou  fallys  ;          •">  1  -  I 

For  y  se  many  )>at  nowe  )>ey  bygge, 

And  now  sour,  dede  ))ey  lygge. 

y  sey  for  )>o  J>at  haue  grete  pryde 

yn  hygli  hallys  ami  yn  wyde.  3428 

3yf  )>ou  delyte  )>e  yn  ryche  beddyng, 

yn  hors,  yn  liarneys,  or  yn  fey  re  rydyng, 

Alle  ys  pryde  and  vany  te  ; 

Of  al  shalt  J)ou  a-couped  be.  3432 

Y  seyd  langere,  yn  gode  ciumaiwt,1 
Euery  man  may  liaue  to  hys  auenaunt, 
Cytes,  tounnes,  castellys,  and  hallys, 
hors,  armour,  and  j>at  far  to  fallys  ;      3436 
But,  yn  al  J>at  moche  J)rong, 
Do  holy  cherche,  ne  pore  man,2  wrong. 

what  sey  $e  men  of  ladyys  pryde 
Jjat  gone  traylyng  ouer  syde  :3  3440 

3yf  a  lady  were  rygfrtly  shreue, 
Better  hyt  were  yii  almes  ^eue  ; 
To  soule  helpe  hyt  my$t  do  bote, 
pat  traylej)  lowe  vndyr  J>e4  fote.  3444 

wymples,  kerchyues,  saffrund  betyde  ; 

!i  vnder  ^elugfc  )>ey  hyde  ; 
pan  wotc  iin-n  nuuer,  whej>e/*  ys  whefer, 

•kyn 

fe  jelugfi  wymple  or  fe  le)>er.  3448 

wywmen  fat  go  fro  strete  to  strete, 
or  ouj>er  for  to  mete, 

Of  i»ryd.;  r.»mj>  s\vy«-h;; 


oouenaunt.  a  me».  8  0.  gloss  'long--.'  *  li«  i  . 


»  en  b  o. 

i.  tut  coe  eat  ac- 
•oA,  (wi.B[If.  lin,  l.k.,  col.  1]. 
•-•  Omitted  in  B.        f  ore  diaums. 
c  robes  A,  &m.  I; 

h  B.  inserts  the   following  tale  of  tli.    D.vil 
having  power  ov.  >1<1  bv 

St.  Jerome,  in   t 

,  i  n  Wright's  J^tn  Stories, 
no.  16,  and  in  th<    /.'/,/•»  '/«  /o*  Exrmplon,  no. 
—  0.  Paria,  \\viii.  197: 

H  Par  .i.  example  coe  coufirmrrai          N-'  i. 

nede  vicwi"  trouai  ; 
inea  ensemble  al> 


t  Pur  estre  de  plwx  g/-ant  bobant  ; 

t  Ou  ena  lit  richeme»t  aturne, 

t  E  noble  chiuals  &  herueis  dorre,       3512 

t  Tut  est  orgoilb  &  vanite, 

t  De  tu^  eels  serrej  a-co; 

t  Nepurqwant,  cum  ieod  dis  auaiit, 

t  Chescww,  solum  sun  afferant,  3516 

t  Peot  auer  mesun  i>etit  ou  grant ; 

t  De  chiuals,  &  harneis,  di  atant ; 

eMes  litre  mesure  ne  ualt  ren, 

Car  de  ceo  ne  uient  nul  bien.e  [if.is«,ooLi] 
t  IT  Des  dames,  diuwt  n«8f  auant,  3521 
t  Qe  trop  longes  robes  8  uuwt  trainant ; 


t  Meu$  vaudreit  en  almoine  dune, 

t  Qttant  qe  traine  desu^  le  pee.h 
t  Les  gympeus  ausi*  safrone^, 

Plus  maleme»t  les  auient  tl'asse^  ; 

Meins  su7tt  beles,  ceo  me  est  auis, 

Lessent  ceo  dune1  tutdis. 
t  U  Ki  en  les  rues  vet  hi  i 

Home  ou  femnie  sei  d.-mn>t/--/ni. 


I  /un  de  eus  Tad  mut  regni-l  . 
I  'us  fiat  vn  ffmnt  rise"  ; 

'MIV  il  ii>t. 

Voluntcrs"  fet  il,  e  pi«  ly  dist,— 
"  La  femme  ke  ilokes  alait, 
\  n  (h-ble  aur  sa  cone  seait  ; 

sa  ooue  saka  vera  ly, 
Le  deble  en  vn  wassel  chai  ; 

la  boue  ueuttra  mat  vilenx 
E  a  coe  rys  ioe  veraiemeMt" 

Ke  le  deble  del  coue  lung  ad  poer. 


3524 


k  A  femmea  auenent  pis  de 

I  let  dunkcs  a.         '"  mint  gigelant 
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For  fey  haue  on  hem1  feyre  atyre  :      3452 

But  she  wul  to  )>e  prest  fat  telle, 

She  may  f  erfore  go  to  helle ; 

For  yn  as  moche  fat2  she  douj>  men  synne, 

yn  so  moche  shal  she  haue  plygfrt  ynne. 

And,  wywmen,  y3  seye  of  fo  3457 

feat  borwe  clof  es  yn  carol  to  go ; 4 
feat  pore  pryde,  god  hyt  lofes,          [clofys. 
feat  make  he???   proude   of   oufer   meranys 

3y f  foil  hast  spoke  wurdys  of  pryde,  §  [f0^ 
And  lettyst  oufe?-  men  any  tyde 
Of  here  hedys  and5  of  here  fastyng, 
Or  of  any6  oufer  holy  fyng,  3464 

Or  of  any  ouf  er  gode  dede, 
to  telle  hyt  fe7  prest,  behouef  f e  nede. 

3yf  f  ou  cue?*  lettij  began 
feat  was  wurshep  to  god  or  man,  3468 

As  yn  cherche  to  synge  or  rede, 
Or  of  su?tt  of  er  holy  dede ; 
Or  also  for  boste  or  for  pryde, 
wtt/i  prest  or  vrith  clerk  to  chyde,        3472 
feurgft  fat  pryde  fou  fallyst8  yn  sywne, 
And  cursednes  ferwit/*  to  wywne. 

Also  fat  clerk  ys  moche  to  blame 
feat  lettef  to  shaue  hys  krowne  for  shame ; 
Y  rede  fat  he  yn  tyme9  hyt  shaue,      3477 
For  he  wote  neue?1  what  nede  he  shal  f  erto 
haue. 

3yf  fou  yn  ernest,  or  yn  game, 
yn  scorne  blessedyst  Goddys  name;     3480 
Or  $yf  fou  were  so  wundyrly  proude 
feat  fou  mysseydyst  God  al  aloude, 
For  any  chau??ce  fat  may  betyde 
Skorne  nat  God,  ne  wyf  hym  chyde:  3484 


as. 


1  hew.        2 

4  yn  to  karol  go. 

7  >y.        8  falst. 


3  haue  y. 
5  or.         6  sum. 
9  yn  tyme  J>at  he. 


t  Si  ceo  fet  pur  estre  desire, 
t  En  sun  qeor  ad  ia  peche. 


3532 


a  Souente  fiez  coe  auom  veil. 

c  Cum  en  i.  en  v.  en. 

d  Pwr  la  p.  de  fouz  bricouns. 


^  iliesu. 


U  II  auent  acune  fee* 
t  Qe  home  lest  de  seruir  dee,h 
t  En  iunes,  veilles,  &c  oreisuns, 
§  Pa?-  la  parlance  des  bricuns  ; d        3536 
Si  lur  pour  uus  retret  de  bien  fere, 
t  Cupables  estes,  ne  VMS  voil  tere.e 
t  U  Si  autre  chose  lessastes  pwrf  home, 
t  Qe  al  honwr  deu  fust,  on  \ostre  preome,* 
t  Cum  est,  lire,  chanter,  al  muster,11     3541 
Ou  males  paroles  lessastes1  desturber 
Qwant  oi'stes  les  fols  parler,k 
Cupable  estes,  ne  vns  voil  celer.        3544 
Si  plw*'  les  dute^  mes-paier, 
Qe  deu  en  tant  honurer. 
t  H  Peche  est  ausi,  pur  hunie  lesser 
t  Clerc  ordene  sa  corune  porter.  3548 

11  Pur  ceo  qe  en  parole  pecheut  gent,1 
Les  orgoillus  plus  qe  les  autres  soue?it ; m 
Pur  ceo  viis  dirrai,  si  vus  plest,n  come??t 
Home  peche  en  lange,  sicu??i  Tentenk.0 
H  Si  deu  vnqwesp  reneiaustes,  3553 

t  Ou  par  folur  li  maudiastes, 

t  Ou  autre  parole  deites  de^  deshonwr, 
De  ceo  VMS  repentes  a  tut  iur. 


coe  deuez  crere. 

Si  chose  as  lesse  pur  dute  de.         8  prom, 
lire  en  le  eglise  ov  chanter, 
lessastes  A,  om.  B. 
fous  mesparler.         '  sotie^it. 
ke  autre  gewt.         n  dirrai  ici. 
cum  ioe  ente?ig.  1*  unkes  deu. 

Ov  p.  d.  a  son. 
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i-rydi-,  no1  in- 
J3an  skonii-  god,  inayst  J>ou  i'alle  ynne. 

$yf  fou  .^rucchodest,  and  seydyst  noglit, 
But  to  (md  haddyst  euyl  fogfct,  3488 

wete  fou  wrl,  hyt  ys  grete  pryde, 
Grucchyn.u  w/t/<  (lod,  or-  for  to  chyde. 

man  liaue  mysdo  or  seyde, 
And  nifii  liy///  Maine  for  fat  mysbreydr.  ^ 
3yf  lie  susteynu  hys  inysdede,  3493 

And  liys  nivsawi-    wyl  nat  drede, 
]jat  cuinj)  of  mysprout  hertc  and  liy 
£at  wyl  nat  knowe  hys  owne  foly.        349G 
Of  al4  folyys  fat  beryn  name, 
)5ys  foly  ys  moste  for  to  blann-  : 
who-so-eue>'  to  fys  ys  custu///mable,    >af  2»j 
hys  amendment  may  neuer  be  stable.  3500 

what  sey  men  of  fese  loseniours 
)3at  haue  here  wurdys  feyr"  as  flours'? 
X«-w  ys  J>e  floure  whyte  and  rede, 
And  now  hyt  ys  bofe  drye  and  dede.  3504 
J)e  losenioure  spekf  now  fy  j 
And  behynde  fy  bak  hyt  ys  away.   _< 
fere  one  haf  smylyng  scmelau//t 
And  behetyf  fe  to  holde  ciwnaiiMt,5    3508 
kt-])c  |jc  fan  fro  loscngrye, 
For  feyrp  spekyng  man  kan  wi-yl  lye. 
who-«o-euc/*  ys  cu8tu///mal)lo  to  1-aniif 
For  j'lydr.  >u///  tymi:  or  wliaiuu-.  3al2 

|)e  apostyl  seyf  fat  In-  may  noglit 
Vu-to  fe  blyssc  of  hnu-iu-  l.<-  bro-lit. 

A-nof,  7-  spy.-,-  hyt  ys  of  pryd.-. 
who  so  hau//t.-f  iui  t.»  efa  .".."»lfi 

For  holy  chercho  forhcdcf  fc 
To  cliyd.-  wyf  any  of  \\  ni<-;. 
in  f.-r>t.  J 


1  O. 

4 


•  •uuiiuiunt. 


t  Pltw  grant  peche  ne  sai  en  ceste  vi» 
t  Qe  blaspheme*  <fe  reneierie.  :if.  is6,i>k.] 
t  H  Si  grundille  as  cm-u  1  >  . 

Par  mescheance,  on  enfcrm  3560 

t  Grant  orgoil  est  de  <ieor,  sachej,1' 
t  Quant  encuntre  Deu  asc  inurinuri •?. 


"   OM  sari,,./. 

d  coe  ne. 


c  „  A,  <nn.  I', 


t  coo. 


t  H  Home  qe  sun  meffet 

§  Quant  est  repris,  malement, 

t  De  orgoil  uint,  ne'1  di 


t  Ceo  (W  vn1  tivs  maueis  pechie^. 
t  E  ki  de  ceof  e.s/  custumer, 
t  De  sun  amendenuwt  poej  duter.        3568 
t  11  Les  loseng^-s  ore*  vene/it  auant, 
Qe  fuTit  ah  la  gewt  si  be«l  semblant ; 


t  Til}  iur  VM«'  irru/ft  p/-'*iin-ttant, 
§  Al  drein  ne  v?«  fu?it  tout  ne  (rwant.k 
Deu,  tant  G«t  male  deceuance, 
Fere  a  la  gent  tiele  p"/-lamv, 
E  i>oy  on  nient  fere  apres  ! 
Si  \us  les  cree^,  \iw  serre^  gabej.1 
U  G?-ant  peche  est  a  maudier, 
t  I-',  nomcni' -ni  ki  <•>/  a  ceo  custumer. 


t  Le  apostlr  lr  tlit  san$  duU-r,"1 
tiel  ne  peot  le  ciel  nitrn." 
t  U  Trop  est  c#-tes  grant  viln'nir, 
v  Parole  de  repreoce  i\f  Inn"  di«-. 

Sonr/,t  drfrt  m///|>amio; 

T'/nt ''  )••  ;  nii«'. 

A  toncuiiH,  simt  aucun>  t/"]>  j.ivst; 

Ilunte  cut  a  crln\  «|-  rest** 

«  ore  A,  a,,,.  H  [If.  :iO].        h  a  A,  om.  B. 
1  Tuteniur.        k  tru  .i.  gant. 

1  coe  est  gabeis.        '»  n  IM  ad  bien  « 
le  ciel  ne  aoeint  entrf. 


•  de  reproco  quei  ke  h< 


1  '2*2      How  to  speak  to  and  beat  Servants.     Against  these  cursed  Backbiters. 

And  $yf  lie  wyl  nat1  witfc  fey  re  lere,  J  Si  par  bel  poe$a  amender, 

pan  mayst  f  ou  speke  stoutly  to  \\yrn,  °0  3521       ^e  couient  mie  dunq«esb  tencer ;      3588 

wtU-oute  wraffe,  wurdys  ful  grym,  ,  \  *fes  si  ™  ne  Poef  m**™»* 

o  Fors  pa?-  dure  paroles  chastier  vosfr-e  gent, 
pat  he  be  chasted  at  fy  fie  wylle,  Aukeg  ^a  grossemenfc 

But  fat  f  ou  bere  yn  herte  none  ylle.  ||  5  pariere  pur  lur  chastiement ;              3592 

Chydyng  cumf  of  herte  hy,  3525    ||  Mes  partant,  ne  deue$f  estre  ire$, 

And  grete  pryde,  and  vylany.  Car  ire  est  vn  des  mortels  pechej. 

A-noufer  spyce  fer  ys  fat  nioche  deres,2     t  U  Ore  vws  dirrai  vn  peche  trop  ord    3595 

pat  ys,  fese  cursed  bakbyteres.  3528    t  Qe  funt  ces  qe  souent*  descord  [ise,  bk.,  col.  2] 

Of  al3  men,  fey  do  most  euyl,  Entre  la  gent,  qe  n'est  mie  gas ; 

here  lorefadyr4  ys  f  e  deuyl.  t  Lur  pere  resemblent  Sathanas, 

pe  fende  vs  bewreyef  of  oure  synne  |               Qe  est  entur,  nuit  &  iur,                     3599 

whan  he  haf  made  vs  fal  f er-ynne.  3532    |  De  nus  encuser  versh  nostre  seignur ; 
So  are  fese  bakbyters  wu?me, 
pey  seye  f  e  werst  fat  fey  kuwne  ; 
Euer  behynde  a  mannys  bak, 

wttA  euyl  fey  fynde  hym  to  lak.  3536 

Swyche  men  god  almy^ty  hatys    [if.  24,  col.  23    f  Tiele  gent  hiet  Deu,'  &  detracturs : 

lobeb 

And  vfith  here  foule  synne  hy?«  wlatys.  AHa3,  tant  i  ad  de  teus  plusurs  ! 

Seynt  Austyn  spekyf  of  swyche  fynges 
yn  a  boke  of  lesyngys.  3540 

No  custu??imable  bakbytyng 
God  for^euef ,  ne  no  lesyng, 

suffrc 

pat  f  ou  f  arfore  shalt  algate  drye 

Su??i  manere  peyne  for  euery  lye  ;        3544 

As  f  e  lesyng  ys  lesse  or  more, 

Shalt  f  ou  suffre  peyne  far-fore. 

And  fat  may  weyl  preuyd  be  U  Qe  Deu  les  hiet,  pet  estre  proue, 

wt'tft  a  tale  of  an  autoryte,  3548   f  E  par  vne  cuwtek  cunferm<$ ;  3604 

pat  moche  peynii  shal  he  bere  f  Car  mwlt  est  greuws  lur  peine, 

wyf-oute  ende,  f  e  bakbytere  ;  f  Tu$  iurs  durante,  &  certeine. 

And5  y  shal  tellii  }ou  a  lyte 

Of  one  fat  coude  hys  felaus  byte.         3552 

1  nat  so.         '-  0.  gloss  *hannyj>.'        a  alle.  c  poez  fere.         d  Dunkes  poez  akes. 

4  .'  teacher,  or  for  '  forcfadyr. '         5  And  here.          e  p.  Ov  aus.  f  deies. 

K  Le  quel  funt  ky  seme/it. 

h  Nus  encuser  a. 

a  le  poez  ben.  5  Teus  gens  hete  dews. 

b  Dunke  ne  vies  estoit  pas.  k  .i.  example  [If.  30,  col.  2]. 


How  a  Backbiting  Monk  had  to  gnaw  his  Burning  Tongue  in  Hell.     123 
[The  Tale  of  the  backbiting  English  Monk.] 

J?  r  was  a  man  of  relygyuw,       A  Tale  t  IT  Un  home  de  religinn  l  taumpimn. 

)>at  yn  ]>ys  he  was  a  feluw,  t  Custume  out  de  felun,  3608 

Yn  hakhytyng,  as  30  han  he:  De  cest  peche*  fu  entuche 

As  many  one  are  now  yn  J>ys  werlde.  3556  *  Qe  est  'detractiun*  apel£; 

He  was  wunt  to  seye  wykked  sawes  f  Car  il  sout  estre  custumer 

Behynde  J>e  bak  of  hys  f  claws ;  t  De  ces  cuwpainwts  mes-p«rler.          3612 

For  he  wulde  be  holde  )>e  beste  |  M>/lt  se  dclita  en  sun  pecheb 

il  hys  brej>er,  and  )>e  wylyeste.  f  3560       Quaui  de  eujoutautres'  mes-pa,-!.-. 

A  syknes  toke  )>ys  munke,  and  deyde,  §  f  |ul,  desira"  estre  veil 

.V7  t  E  qe  il  prodome  fust  tenu.  3616 

As  God  had  of  hyrn  purueyde,  ||  jj  j^^j^  out  pur.veu>e 

And  went  yn-to  peyne  hard,  2  Greue  Vengance  pnmdre  de  luy  ; f 

As  was  shewed  aftyrward.  *  3564    §  Mort  e*^,  &  enterre, 

IM-I.  1  J>e  tyme,  as  hyt  ys  ryjt,  °  E  a  dure*  peine  liuere.  3620 

Mu«kes  to  ryse  at  mydnyjt ;  *  Ceo  fu  tort"  aparceu, 

And  when  matynes  were  al  done,  | 

fee  couent  $ede  to  bedde  sone.  3568 

A  mufike  lefte  be-hynde  a  throw.  §  C™  vf.  mo^e  cl?/'°1uti  conu» 

i  A  matins  vne  nuit  ala ; 
feat  ),e  dede  was  wunt  to  knowe ;  •  M(.s  qwant  u  ^  mU8terk  retuma>     3624 

whan  J»ys  innwke  come  before  )>e  chapytyl,     |  Deuarzt  le  hus  del  chapitel  passa, 
As  ordyr  askyj),  he  louted  a  lytyl;       3572   t  E,  CUHI  est  custume,1  se  enclina, 
And  as  he  louted,  hys  ye2  gan  blenche,  Ve>-s  le  bane  amunt  ad  regarde ; 

And  say3  one  sytte  before  )>e  benche,  [  Vn  home  yist  ser  deuant  le  gre  « 

t  Qe  trop  esteit  lo«l  »V  livdus 
A  foule  fyng,  and  a  grysly,  rieafw.back]    f  g  mcrjillantn  ,,itujf    ' 

he  sagh  neuer  none  so  loj)ly  ;  3576   f  ga  lange  ardante  out  hors  gete 

he  shette  hys  tu?/ge4  before  )>e  grecys,  Tant  long0  cum  fu  le  degre,  3632 

And  gnogh  hyt5  ynwarde  al  to  pecys.  t  De  ces  den$  Tad  demawgl6,p 

hys  tunge  was  brennynge6  fat  he  so  gnogh, 

yn-to  hys  moufe  a^en  he  hyt  drogh  ;    3580   t  En  sa  bucho  tretiautre  fee ;   [toaf  it?] 
And  eft,  oute7  he  dede  hyt  shete,  t  Ensir  souent  le  cheitif  fescit ; 

Aii'l  ^nu^h  hyt  ct't  w/t//  p«-yncs  ,t,rrete. 
my  tymes  fan  dedo  he  so ; 


1  a  trowe.  a  eje.  ;1  ^:i^'li.  b  d.  le  cliuitif  inalur«;. 

»  ; 


4tunff«out  hyg.  K,  M,t  horn  ad  de  eua.        d  Car  tol  deairait. 

•  0,  brenned  Earl.  7  out.  !«•  pur-veu 

f  «h>  ly  I'lvn.livit.        «  Mutdure, 


•  B.  haa  for  this  and  the  next  four  line*—  h  toat  aprea  aa  mort. 

Vn  horn  de  religion  fu  entoche^  '  Par.  i.  d«  MS  frerw  k 
Del  vice  k'est                            .me,  K  want  del  egliae. 

Kor  cist  MUM  t  »'  seer  d.  le  d. 

and  against  'cntoche'  is  written  intact/us  by  a  °  en  IUI.L-. 

probably  later  han-1.  q  E  en  aa  bouche  retret  I 


124     How  a  Backbiting  Monk  had  to  gnaw  his  Iwniing  Tongue  in  Hell. 


£ys  mu/<ke  stode  and  loked  J>arto,         3584 
And  had  berof  so  moche  div«l«- 

mad 

)?at  he  wende  haub*  go  to  wedr. 

fi-ryd 

As  lie  stode  so  sore  a  glyfte, 

Hys  ry$t  hand  vp  he  lyftc  3588 

And  blessede  hym-self  stedfastly  ; 

And  sej>j>en,  he  wax  more  hardy, 

And  J>ogfct,  *  j>ys  ys  su??i  pryuyte 

J3at  God  almyjty  shewej?  to  me.'  3592 

hastyly  l  \>er-to  he  $ede, 

And  hadde  J>er-of  no  more  drede  ; 

And  seyd,  "  best,  y  coniure  J>e, 

Yn  God  )>at  ys  persones  thre,  3596 

£at  J>ou  me  telle  why  Jjou  syttest  here,  J 

Yn  swych  forme,  and  yn  swych  manere."  § 

To  answere,  he  ne  myjt  wyf-drawe, 
"  y  was  a  miwke,  ]?yn  owne  felawe,     3600 
pat  suffre  all  ))ys  peyne  and  shame  ; 
Hyt  am  y,"  —  and  tolde  hys  name,  — 
"  y  was  a  wykked  bakbytere, 
Euyl  wurdys  aboute  for  to  bere  ;          3604 
Of  my  felaws,  wykkedly  to  seye 
Al  )>at  euer  y  my^t  bewreye  ; 
And  raystrowyng  was  y  ny2 
Of  my  felaws  boj>e  nyjt  and  day.          3608 
\)e  wykked  wurdys  j>at  y  haue  seyd, 
wykkedly  are  fey  on  me  leyde  ; 
Y  shal  abeye  hem  ful  dere 
with  peynes  strong,  as  36  se  here."       3612 
he  wente,  an3  was  no  more  sene;  [2*b.,  col.  2] 
Dampned  he  was,  as  y  wene. 

J>ys  tale  y  wote  and  vndyrstand 
where  hyt  fyl,  yn  Yngland,  3616 

At  a  ful  namecouthe  abbey 
pat  y  ne  wyl  telle,  ne  bewrey. 

1  0,  hastly  HarJ.       >2  0.  gloss  '  eure.'       :<  and. 


t  Mes  le  moygne  qe  ceo  veeit 
t  aDe  pour  fu  p/-es  forsene ; 

t  Pw  ceo  sa  mayn  ad  leue, 
t  E  en  le  nun  Deu  si^ne, 
t  E  pus  ost  bien  cunforte ; 
f  Bien  pensa  qe  li  fu  mustre 
t  Ceste  chose  par  dampne  Dee/ 
t  Pur  ceo,  es£  tantost1'  alu, 


3636 


3640 


3644 


3648 


a~a  De  sa  main  destre  se  ad  si 
Kar  de  pour  fu  pres  forsen£  ; 
Pus  se  confort,  e  pense  ke  ly  fut  mustre 
Cest  mmieille  de  darae  dee.     [If.  30,  bk.] 


t  Ec  eel  cheitif  cuniure 

+  '  Qe  deist d  qe  il  esteit, 

+  E  pur  qei  tiel  houre  la  seeit, 
E  peyne  si  grant6  &  dure, 

8  E  si  tres  horrible  figure.' 
Tantost  respiwd  le  cheitif, 

t  *  Qe  sun  ciunpaimiM  esteit f  iadis ; ' 

t  E  sun  nun  qe  il  out,  noma ;  * 
Pus  apres  li  cunta,h  3652 

"  Qe  il  fust1  de  ces  cu/^.painuws, 
De  bons,  mauueis,  soue7^t  pa?*  custums,k 


t  E  pur  ces  quistuses  parolefs], 

Qe  fure?zt  vileines1  &  foles,— '          365G 
t  Pur  ceo,  seofre  ceste  peine  dure 
t  Qe  \us  auej  veum  cest  oure." 
t  U  A  tant  s'en  est  de  luy  parti ; 
t  Da??ipne  fu,  sicu?/i  ieo  qui.  3660 

t  Bien  deuez  ceste  cuwte  crere, 
t  Car  il  auint  en  Engletere, 
t  En  vn  leu  mult  renome, 
t  Qe  ieo  lessen  nomer  de  gree.  3664 

b  taunt  tost  s'en  est.  c  Si  ad. 

d  K'il  ly  deit.         e  E  en  si  grant.         f  fu. 
«  Le  non  k'il  out  ly  pronuntia. 
h  E  pus  mut  piteuaement  cunta.      i  feseit  en  sa 
vie.         k  A .  omits  this  line.         l  tant  vileines. 
111  Ke  ore  a.  v.  a.         "  Ke  ore  ne  voil. 


John  Denounces  Backbiters.    Don't  advise  Wicked  Acts,  or  betray  Secrets.     1  _ " 

Swych  peyne1  ys  for  hem  dy$t  f  IT  Qe  ceste  peyne  est  approprie 

fait  ku/me  nat  kepe  here  tunge  ry$t.     3620  t  E*  male  langes  qe  sunt  dampn6, 

yn  J?e  byble  men  mow  se,  t  Seint  escripture  adb  tesmoin6 

yn  a  boke  of  pryuyte,  t  En  vn  liure  cqe  est  apele  3668 

Apocalyps  ))ese  clerkys  wote,  3623  t  Le  apocalipse  dampne  dee,c 

louw  j>e  euangylyst  hyt  wrote ;  t  [Qe  Seint  lean  a  compose.] 

Oure  lorde  sey))  pat  J)ey  shal2  ete  t  IT  "  II  inaniurent'V'   dist  nostre  seign;//', 

here  tunges  in  peynes,3  and  al  to-frete,  t  "  En  peyne  lur  langes  a  tut  iur."       3672 

Jjese  lyers  and  J>ese  bakbyters;  t  U  Entende$e  do  les  detracturs, — 
J}e  tale,  of  J>ys,  wytnes  berys.               3628      Deus  !  tant  i  ad  de  ceusf  plusurs. 

Of  )>ys  synne,  y  rede  we  vs  shryue, 
And  take  oure  pewaunce  by  oure  lyue ; 
For  but  we  yn  J>ys  so  do, 
hur-ler  peyne  sliul  we  «_;o  to.  3632 

vritii  what  lyme4  ))on  dost  most  synne, 
yn  )>at  shalt  fou  have  most  pyne  ynne. 

3\-f  |?ou  eu<  /•  wyj>  bakbytyng  Meint  horn  de  sun  fin  degri 

$aue  cunsel  to  wykked  ]?yng,  3636  f  Mauueis  cunsail  ml  di:-  3676 

fait  y.^  a  wunilyr  grete  foly ;  §  *  Par  coueitise  ou  par  cn\ 

may  be  prydi:  w/t//  enuye  ;*  §  Deu,  cuwi  ceo  e*t  grant  folie  ! 
who-so-euer  liauntej)  J>at  yche  dedi , 

Hym  shal  t  ivle  cunsel  at  hys  nede.      3640  f  Cwisail  li  faudra  a  sun  niester, 
And  swyche  are  preued  vfith  resuw,  Pur  tant  se  deit  chesciw  duter.          :»»'»sn 

wykk.-l  treytours  ful  of  tresuw.  f  Traisun  fuwt  -mut,  tiele  i;rnt. 
^yue  gode  cunsel,  ^yf  J>at  foil  kan,  Qe  malin-i>«  cunsail  dunent  assient ; 

And  auowe  hyt,  byfore  god  and  man.  3644       Ceoli  ^  b"n  ^mmOm, 

T,    j    i    .  Oc  emMUl  dime  qe  ose  auer.'1  ;>'>si 

:   «Tt  anofer  tresun,  ,  J  De        ^^     \UU|||  cunt6 

And  »•  vnkyndluMle  as  a  felun  ;  f  Est  vn  des'  horrible  pechie, 

•w  ys  vnne)>e  none 

a  J>at  synne  ne  ys  mys  gone.        3648 

ny  she  we  to  oj>er  a  pryuyte  t  Qwant  vn  home  cunte  de  gr£e, 

))at  for  cuwseyl  oght  to  be,  t  Chose  qe  li  est  dite  en  secrd.  3688 

ii"  J>at  cii/iseyl  fyr)>er  fame,  [Urftt] 

["rot'  cnni})"  lx)|)('  synne  and  sham--, 

se,  as  yn  J>ys  kas,  :'.(>:>.5 

W  hd  may  dmende  )>ys7  trespas; 

1  peyne  O,  n     11  -1m).         *  peyne.  .ingcrent        •  Ore  en  t  .  . 

»  an.       •  come.       •  }»t.        f  cum  Tl  i  ad  en  le  socle. 


mal  [If.  30,  bk..  col.  2]. 


\    I          '         a,  to.  tel  coniail  June  cum  U  vcut  aurr. 

b  En  a.  e.  eat        »•-*  K'cut  apocalipt  nom«'.  st.i.  tres. 


126     Priests  to  keep  secret,  Sins  confest  to  them.     Use  no  foul  Words  or  Threats. 


And  specyaly  to1  a  preste 

Cuwsel  of  shryfte  spercl  yn  hys  breste, 

He  ne  ogfit2  for  to  telle  3657 

For  lyfe  ne  dej>,  what  so  z\\er  befelle. 

Shryfte  ys  goddys  pryuyte 

)3at  euer  for  cu?*sel  ogfit  to  be.  3660 

3yf  a  synne  neue?*  so  grym, 

To  a  prest,  yn  shryfte,  were  shewede  hym ; 

J)ogh  men  aforced  hym  for  drede, 

To  sey  fat,  *  fat  man  dyd  fat  dede '     3664 

Seffen  he  had  hys  penau^ce  take, 

And  yn  shryfte  hys  synne  forsake, 

He  shuld  rafer  swere  on  fe  halydam 

'  Xay  ! '  or3  he  tolde  hyt  any  man,       3668 

3yf  he4  ne  my$t  with  noiw  answers 

saue 

Or  oufer  manere  hym  seluen  were. 

)3e  prest  fat  telle])  goddys  cimsel, 

he  shal  se  hyt  wrof  er  yn  helle ; 5          3672 

Yn  erfe  hys  turage  oglit  to6  be  oute  drawe, 

And  yn  helle  be  al  to-gnawe. 

hyt  ys  also  grete  pryde  and  herte  hy, 
To  speke  foule  wurdys  yn  rybaudy ;    3676 
Seynt  Poule  sey}),  vs  to  chastyse, 
1  kepyf  30111%  tuwges  on  al  wyse, 
And  speke J)  no  fylfe  oute  of  skore, 
))at  noim  oufer  synne  farfore.'  3680 

3yf  ))ou  any  man7  manasse 
))urgh  force  or  power  fat  f  ou  hasse, 
Hyt  ys  grete  pryde,  y  }eue  f  e  a  3yfte ; 
Jjenke  fer-on,  yn  fy  shryfte.  3684 

$yf  fou  euer  ^aue  iogolours  of  fy  fyng  * 
For  to  be  yn  here  preysyng,  § 
Or  fou  madyst  wrastlyng  yn  place  j 

BO  grete  as  \>ou 

))at  none  were8  to  fy  pygace, —  3688 


t  1T  Si  prestre  i  seit  en  eonfessiim 
Cunte,a  il  fet  tresun ; 
Desorden^  dust  estre  le  maueis  horn. 
Kar  tuz  iurs  ert  plein  de  honesun ; b  3692 


t  Le  cwwsail  deu  ad  reuele,0 

t  La  lange  luy  dust  estre  arasche  ; 

Si  ild  fust  a  dreit  iug<$, 

En  enfern  uif  dust  estre6  bute.          3696 

IF  Ces  ne  suwt  mie  af  vblier, 
t  Qe  trop  ordeme^^t  veille?&ts  pa?ier  ; 
t  Car  seiwt  Pol  l'apostleh  le  defent 


t  De  nomer  nais  entre1  gent. 


3700 


t  IF  Si  vus  aue$  manacek 

t  Home  par  orgoil  &  par  fiertc,1 

Qe  tenu  seie^  de  grant  poer, 
t  Ceo  vient  de  orgoil,  ne  deue}  duter.   3704 

t  1F  Si,  par  fol  largesce,  rien  donastes 

A  fols,  malemerat  1'enpleastes  ; 
*  Cest  a  dire,  as  iugelurs, 
I  As  ribau},  ou  as  luturs,m  3708 

§  Si  pur  estre  preise,  le  feites, 


1  vnto.         2  oghte  nat  hvt.        :!  ar. 
4  ffarl.  omits  'he.'          *  wrofer  heyl. 


6  O.  om.  'to.' 
8  were  holde. 


7  ffarl.  omits  'man.' 


S'il  prestre  seit  e  il  oy  co?tfessiun 
Cunte  de  akun. 


b  A.  omits  this  line. 

c  demustre".         d  tel  prestre. 

e  dust  estre  vif.         f  ne  deuom  pas. 

8  Ky  or.  delitent. 

h  Le  ap.  s.  polle. 

1  ordur  entre  la.         k  auez  nuli.         l  Par  o. 

m  Menestraus,  ribaus,  ou  chuffurs. 
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Alle  ys  pryde  and  vanyte ;  [leaf  «5,  cd. «] 

Of  al  behouej)  )>e  shryue  be. 
No  pryde  ne  may  be  stole, 

be  forhole ; l  3692 

For  }yf  hyt  be  forholu  here 
Yn  oj>er  stede  )>ou  shalt  abye  hyt  dere. 

Now  of  pryde  shul  we  leue  and  dwelle, 
And  furjv.r  of  oj>er  synnys  telle ;          3696 

i  y  )>er-of  spake  euere2  and  oo, 
3yt  my$t  menne  telle  of3  many  mo ; 
For  of  pryde  ys  )>e  bygynnyng 
Of  al  manere  wykked  )>yn-  :  3700 

God  shelde  vs  )>er-yn  to  falle, 
And  haue  mercy  on  vs  alle  ! 4 

[Of  Anger,  the  2ml  Deadly  6V/'.] 

The  touj>er  synne  men  calle  yre, 
J3e  deuylys  doghtyr  of  helle  fyre. 
3yf  j>ou  art  so  wundyr  wroj>e     3705 
wz't/i  one  J>at  to  JKJ  ys5  dedly  loj>e, 
3yf  J)ou  nat  sone  repente  J?e 
To  helle  )>ou  fallest  )>e  fyrst  gre.  3708 

£e  man  wra)>j>yj)  hym  lyglitly, 
For  lytyl,  as  yn  malyncoly, 
ne  ys6  rygfit  gref 

Jjat  sone  ys  wroj>e,  and  lyghtly  lef.       3712 
Nojrcles,  hyt  were  weyl  to  done, 
wysman  shulde  nat  wra)>  hym  sone. 

$yf  \er  be  o))er  lorde  or  syre 
fat  wni^yth  hym  \ri\h  grete  yre,        3716 
An. I  euennore  7yn  strenk}?.  : 
))at  wraj>f>i;  drawe8  yn  len)>r, 
J)at  y  ;-J>o  ys  synnc  strong 

)?at  lastyj)  yn  any  man  so  long.  3720 

foil  for  wra|)|j«'  madys!  c\\\<\ 
Or  repreuedyst  a  in .m  of  vylo  )>yng, 

1  0.  gloss 'hod.' 

*  O,  em-re  )*r  of  spake  Harl.      a  0.  omits  '  of.' 
4  0.  adds'  Amen. f      •  ys  to  N- 

•  ne  ys  nat        7— 7  ylycn  yn  strange. 


Seur  seej  qe  vus  mespreites ; 
t  En  confession  ne  seit 


Si  estre  ne  vole^  encumbrej.  >7  1  _' 

1F  De  orgoil  plus  ne''  dirrum  ;  [if.  m.bk.] 


Deu  nus  defende,c  &  chescun  horn  ; 
De  pltw  fin  qeor  le  haej, 
t  Qe  de  luy  surdent  tu^  pechiej.  i7 1  >*> 


sccunb  pcchf'1  mortcl  cst  ivc. 


t  Ci  vnqw«s  mwlt  ennuy6  feissej 
t        f  A  home  vers  ki  ire}  fusse^, 
t  Si  tost  ne  VMX  repentissej, 
t  Descendi  estes  le  premer  degre^.         '.7J'> 
t  U  Les  vns  se  curuccMit  pur  rien,* 
Qe  ne  est  mie  manere  de  creistien, 
De  tant  cum  plus  tost  est  passe, u 
t  De  tant  exf  meindre  lur'  peche.         578  1 


t  Les  autres  se  corucent  en  vis, 
t  E  lur  coruce  tienentk  tutdis, 

t  Ceus  pcchi.Mit  pl/w  greuenwnt 
t  Qe  lur  corn)  retenent1  p\w  longemeut. 
t  II  Ki  ledenges,  reproces,  &  tcncuns. 
Par  ire  dist,  cum  oy  auuma, 

•  Coe  nc  seit  en  .-.         '•  ici  ne.        •  Mgtrdex. 

d  peche  A,  om.  B.        •  ennui. 

'  V«n  akun  a  ky  futci  irex.        •  dreit  ren. 

>>  trespM^        t  |e.        k  ntenent 

1  Ky  oorooi  tenent 
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Yre  haf  kast  f  e  yn  fys  kas 

Anofer  greco  to  helle  pas.  *  3724 

3yf  fou  for  yre  bygynne  wykkednes 
J)at  no  man  may  lette  fe,1  ue  stres, 
)3at  yche  yre  ys  wyj>  pryde,  §       [leaf  2:,,  back] 
3yf  fou  for  wra))))e  wylt  nat  abyde.      3728 

3yf  fou  yn  yre  a  man  hate, 
And  J)at  wraf  f  e  wylt  nat  late, 
Greuusly  )>ou  art  yn  synne, 
But  )>ou  for^eue,  and  fer-of  blynne.      3732 
Jje  holy  man  seyj>  hardly,2 
)3at  fou  hast  slayn  hym  gostly. 

3yf  fy  wraffe  fou  wylt  not3  blynne,4 
But  bryngest  anofer  to  fy  synne,         3736 
)3ou  shalt  haue  charge  of5  fo  bofe, 
For  f  urgli  $oure  wraffe  are  of  er  wrof  e ; 
For  fy  defaute  fan  synne))  he, 
|3e  more  perel  fyn  shal  be.  3740 

3yf  fou  ^aue  euer  cwisel  or  rede 
For  yre,  fat  a  man  were  dede ; 
Or  }yf  foil  yn  any  strut, 
For  Ire  wundedyst  a  man,  or6  hurt,     3744 
yn  f  ys  synne  ys  outrage, 
To  helle  f ou  makyst  fy  vyage. 
J)us  fan  wrote  f e  holy  man 
At  wham7  fys  wurde  lerne  y  gan.        3748 

3yf  f  ou  for  yre  a  man  slogh 
))at  rnygfctyst  haue  lefte8  weyl  ynogfi,— 
J)at  hyt  was  nat  f  e  defendyng, 
But  for  wraffe  and  yre  brennyng, —   3752 
Al  fat  euer  God  shope  to  be 
Shal  come  and  fy$t  a^ens  f  e 
At  f  e  day  of  iugement, 
And  a^ens  alle  fou  shalt  be  shent.        3756 


*"  Le   pocuwd  dcgn'    descowd,   cum   seiiil>lc 
ni.-iV'  3731 

ijumit  tant  vetb  aua«t  en  sun  desmi. 
t  Si  mal  aue^1'  comence  de  fere, 
t  Duwt  nul  home  vw,sd  peot  retrere, 

Pur  ceo  qe  tant  estes  coruc^, 
§  Orgoil  est,  ou  ire  ;  —  seit  amende*.6     3736 
t  Si  home  ou  fe?/nne  en  qeor  haye$, 

t  Vz^>'  auej  plu*  greueme?itf  peche^  ; 
t  Si  de  fin  qeor  ne&  prtrdune^, 


t  Espiritalment  oscis  le  aue^, 
t  U  Si  vus  unq?/es,  qwant  futes  i 
t  Autre  home  feisse^  coruce^, 
t  Fet  aue$  dune  dous  mals  ; 


3740 


3744 


t  Plus11  est  le  peche  criminals. 

f  ^T  Si  viis  unqties  cunsail  donastes 

t  A  mort  de  home  qe  poi  amastes, 

Ou  si1  malemewt  blescaustes 
t  Par  coup  qe  lik  dunastes,  3748 

t  Fet  aue$  outrage  grant,1 
t  Vers  enfern  ale}  auant.m       [if.  137,  bk.,  coi.  2] 


t  U  Ceoluy  ausi  qe  oscist  hom,n 
Fet  ad  trop  grant  mesprisiun ;  3752 


t  Qwant0  qe  deu  vuqwes  crea 
t  Enciwtre  luy  cumbaterap 
t  Le  iur  del  g?-ant  iugemewt, 

iugera  deus(i  estreitemewt.       3756 


J>e  lette.         2  hardyly. 
0.  gloss  'leue.'         5  for. 
whom.         8  left  hyt. 


•'  nat. 
6  and. 


coe  semble.  b  est. 

as.  d  nu]s  ne  te. 

si  ne  seit  amende.        f  Plus  gr.  auez. 


«  nel.  h  E  greindre.  *  si 

k  blessastes. 

Acuns  par  coup  ke. 
1  mut  grant. 
m  estes  encheminant. 
n  nuls  horn.  "  Kar  kuant  ke. 

P  bataile  fra.  «i  deu  iugera. 
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Ceo  n'est  raie  peche'  m<> 
Mes  ki  dc  fin  qeor  vousist 
Qec  malicun  tenist, 

f  Ceoly  peche  mah'inent'1 

t  Qee  de  custume  le  fet  nomeraent. 

t  U  Chescuw  home  peotf  sauer, 


3764 


3768 


$yf  £ou  art  wunt  custu//'inahly  t  Ki  maudie  de  custume — 

For  to  curse  for  lytyl  why,  Qe  fere  ne  deit  nul  curteis  home* — 

Jpv  tuw*u  l>ere}>  jwof  wytnesse  t  Sa  lauge  li  ad  tesmoine  porto 

pat  iiK-n  nowe  weyl  wraj>  yn  )>e  gesse.  3760   t  Qe  sun  qeor  estb  souent  .'>7GO 

3yf  a  man  curse  as  yn  game,  t  II  Mes  les  uns  maudien/  pur  iuer ; 

And  yn  hys  herte  wyl  hym  no  shame, 
he  ne  synnej>  nat  J>an  d«-dly, 
!•'«  >r  hyt  ys  seyd  al  yn  rybaudy.  3764 

J)ys  synne  ys  nat  dampnable     [if.  25, bk.,  eoi.  2] 
lint  hyt  be  seyd  cnstu//nnable. 

|X>u  shal  vndyrstand  and  wete, 

w/t//  iv-ni//,  mayst  foil1  )>e  wraJ)J?e  and  flyte   t  Qe  par  resun  se  peot  corucier* 

wleynye  and  synne,  3769    f  Encuwtre  vileine  po 

3yf  )»ou  ne  mayst  do  o)>er  !x>te  )>erynne ;         f  Si  meus  ne  peot  estre  amende ; 
wmJ)J>e  )>e  w/t//  niannys  vyleynye, 
Dut  nat-  w/t//  his  «rode  ne3  hys  body.  3772 

God  louej>,  J>ou  shalt  loue, 
here  yu  erj>e,  and  yn  heueiie  aboue. 
J?at  God  neuer  louyd,  )>ou  shalt4  hate, 
wraj4!?'-,  and  o)>er  synne  ibola  3776 

(  mil  louyj>  euery  creature 

•  foniH-d  to  hys  fygur-  ; 
But  \>Q  synnc  J)atys  wr« 
J)at  loncd  he  ni-n//-  im^Iit.  3780 

<-ii-/-y  man  yn  hys  gode  dede ; 
hys  \vykkc.lncs  shalt  J>ou  hate  &  drede. 

niayst  spekc  wnrdys  smerte  t  1C  soue?tt  couient  gros  purler, 

Jjogh  wraJ>J>i:  bf  nat  yn  )>yn  herte;       3784    t  ^uant  felunie  ne  est  pas  en  qeor.       '>77_' 
j3-.ii  mayst  b<-  wn >)><•,  su///  body  to  chastyse,   t  Pur  sa  mesne  chaustier  ; ' 

h  li.tt--  nat"  yn  J>y"  In-rtr  ryse ;  t  Garder  se  deit.  nciMini//'Mit,k  haync  auer, 

And  ?yf  |>..u  hat.-  and  sone  for^yuyst,  t  Car  coruz  o>7  ni-atcl  pochid. 


\\i\Ji  <lod  hyinself  J)an  J>ou  lyuyst;      3788    t  Ki  le 

•  -I  loue))  no  )>yn.ur  HICK-  sp^cyaly 

:-»r  hys  loue  to  ban.-  nu-rcy. 

;/'<l»'J>  yn  )>e  gos))el 
]}at  man  shuld  f«»i-.'ii.-  \\i,i^  .-rh,-  ,i,.]f  3792 


ad  i 


j  "11    lll.1V>? . 

.  an.l. 

late. 

yn. 

li  \- 


4  )>rn 


1  nul  prodhom.        l>  ad.        c  Ke  la. 

in.        "  Si.         f  deit 

<  coruoer.        h  e  iieclu-.        '  hien  chasticr. 
*  llMgarderMide. 


130      The  Tale  of  the  Merciful  Knight,  and  how  the  Cmcifix  kist  him. 


And  seyj>  "  blessyd  be  al  mercyable  ! 
)>ey  shul  se  God,  and  haue  hyni  stable." 
And  fat  shal  y  shewe  $ow  by  a  kny;t 
)3at  loued  more  mercy  J>an  my^t.  3796 

[T/ie  Tale  of  the  Merciful  Knight, 
and  how  the  Crucifix  kist  him.'] 
Betwyxe  twey  knyjtes  be-junde  J)e  see 
Fyl  a  grete  cuwtek  to  be  :  A  tale. 

Betwyxe  hem  fyl  swyche  wrajj  &  wo  § 
feat  Jje  toon  weyted  fe  toj>er  to  slo  :      3800 
feey  mette  to-gedyr,  y  ne  wote  how ; 
Algate  J>e  toon  J>e  to]?er  slow. 
feys  yche  slayn  kny$t  had  a  chylde,  *  [if.  20] 
A  dogftty  bachelere,  and  a  wylde ;  J    3804 
)>ys  yche  chylde  toke  hym  to  rede 
For  to  venge  hys  fadrys  ded ; 
He  gate  hym  grete  powere  and  my$t 
And  beseged  J>e  tofer  kny3t.  3808 

fee  toj>er  kny^t  perseyued  hym  wel, 
And  drogh  hym  to  hys  best  castel. 
feo  was  he  beseged  so  streytly, 
feat  he  durst  come  oute  on  no  party     3812 
Of  alle  )>e  twelue l  monfe  vrith  no  deseyt, 
So  was  he  beseged  streyte ;  * 
Messe  ne  matyns  he  ne  herde  J 

2Xe  nagher  to  J>e  cherge2  he  ferde;  ||  3816 

And  hyt  was  yn  J?e  lentyn  tyde, 

when  men  shuld  leue  wrajj  &  pryde. 

fean  fyl  hyt  on  ]>e  gode  fryday, 

fee  kny3t  J>at  yn  J>e8  castel  lay  §  3820 

loked  oute,  and  say4  men  go 

To  J)e  cherche,  to  and  fro ; 

Barfote  to  J>e  cherche  fey  }ede, 

To  aske  mercy  for  here  mysdede.         3824 

1  twel.        2— 2  No  neuer  nagher  to  cherche. 
3  Harl.  omits  '  >e.'        4  sagli. 

a-a  Omitted  in  B.        b  de  outre. 

c  Ky  souent  entrecontekeient  [If.  31,  bk.]. 


t  "E  ceo  bien  cunfermerai 

t  "Par  vne  cunte  qe  vus  cunterai.H 


3778 


[In  Ada  Sanctorum  12  Julii ;  Matth.  Paris,  p. 
256 ;  Libro  de  los  Exemplos,  no.  23 ;  Pauli, 
Sclumpf  und  Ernst,  no.  692.  Nearly  identical! 

En  la  tere  outre1'  meer  .exenpfctm. 

t  Esteint  iadi^  dou^  chiualer  3780 

f  Qe  se  entre-cuntekerent,c 

Car  il  enimis  mortels  erent.d 
§  Tant  longeniewt  le  descord  durae 
t  Qe  Tun  1'autre  encuntra,f  3784 

t  E  cum  sun  enimi  le«f  oscist ; 

Pur  pour  de  lessa  de  Ihesu  Crist. 
*  Cest  chiualer  qe  fu  oscis,  3787 

J  Pruz  et  uaillant  aueit  un  fiz,  [leafiss] 

4.  with  a  story  of  St.  Jean  Gualbert,  who  livcl  at 
Florence  in  the  llth  cent.,  told  by  his  old  biogra- 
pher, and,  without  the  hero's  name,  by  Pierre 
Damien.  Many  variations  exist,  assignd  to  dif- 
ferent times  and  places.— G.  Paris,  Hist.  Litt.  de  la 
France,  xxviii.  198.] 


t  Qe  si  estreitement  gueita 

Ceoly  qe  sun  piere  tua, 
f  Qe  sun  chastel  ne  osa  issir 

Ne  ust  il  ia  si  grant  desir,h  3792 

||  Ne  a  muster1  ne  osa  aler 

Pur  ces  pechie$  deu  prier. 
{  Vn  an  entier  messe  ue  oy, 
*  Tant  li  gueita  sun  enimi.  3796 


t  Auint  lek  vendredi  ahure 

Qe1  Deu  pwr  n?«s  fu  crucifie. 
§  Le  chiualer  qe  gueite  esteit, 

En  kernels111  sun  chastel  giseit ;        3800 
t  Nu  pe  uist  la  gent  aler, 
t  Espessement  al  muster. 


d  morteus  enemis  esteient. 
o  ad  le  d.  dure\ 
f  ad  1'autre  ou  mal  encuntre". 
h  Ne  autre  part  ne  pout  fuir. 
k  Ja  vint  al.         l  Kwant. 


K  mortel  le. 
1  al  eglise. 
m  les  kerneus. 
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'  )>ognt  )>e  kny^t,  "long  ys  gone, 
J3;it  inesse  at  \>e  cherclu-"  lierd  y  none. 
what  so  euer  God  wyl  for  me1  werche, 
y  wyl  iyse,and  go  to  )>e  cherche."  *    3828 
II-  di-o^fi  «>f  hys  hosyn  and  hys  shone, 
And  ded  )>e  $atys  be  on-done. 
Barfote  his  jede,  as  ys  )>e  acyse,2 
To  cherche,  for  to  here  Goddys  seruyse.  3832 
And  as  he  J)e  wey  to  J>e  cherche  name,3 
)>   (  hvM«  .  hys  enmye,  a^ens  hym  came,4 
And  seyd,  "  treytur,  now  shalt  j?ou  deye, 
And  my  fadyr  dej)  ful  dere  a-beye ;      3836 
No  wurldi:s  gode  ne  shal  )>e  saue, 
))at  J>ou  J>e  de)>  of  me  shalt  haue." 
)>•  kny^t  say5  none  ouj>er  bote, 
But  fel  on  knees  byfore  hys  fote,         3840 
And  seyd,  "  haue  on  me  mercy    [ieaf26,coi.2] 
For  hym  J>at  ly$t  yn  )>e  vyrgyne  mary, 
And  suffred  dej)  on  J>e  rode  tre 
£ys  day,  to  saue  boj>e  J?e  and  me,*5        3844 
And  for^aue  hem  )>at  hys  blode  spylte ; 
Rygfct  so  for^yue  JJQU  me  my  gylte  ;  § 
y  am  as  a  presun  here  yn  )>ys  place, 
y  putte  me  now  alle7  yn  )>y  grace ;       3848 
pat  goddys  grace  be  on  )>e  lent 
At  J>e  day  of  lugement !  " 
Jjys  cliylde,  )>at  was  hys  enmye, 

hym  prey  so  rufully,  3852 

And  seyd,  "syn  )>ou  hast  me  besogfit8 

i  iieau  loue  f>at  dere  vs  boght, 
And  for  l»ys  modyr  loue  so  dere, 

liem  y  graurite  )>e  my  pea  here."    3856 
])ys  ychi-  chylde  down  swyj?e  alyghte, 
And  yn  gode  louii  kest  fe9  kny^t ; 
"  Now  are  we  frendys,  )>at  ere  were  wroj>e, 


1   for  • 

*  me  and  >e. 
9  kett«)»at. 


0.  gloat  'maner.' 


OMUM, 

7  al. 


•l»y<l-.' 


t  Mt-iutenant  se  dechauca; 

Al  muster  aler,  bien  pensa  ;  *  3804 

Enb  auenture  se  uiettreit 
*  A  tiel  iur,  dist,c  ein$  ne  gireit. 

Hors  se  mist  de  sun  chastel  ; 
t  Encuntra  sun  enimi  mortel.  3808 

Trop  paresteitd  ct'ly  1 

Car  longemewt  l'ote  gueite. 


3812 


t  Oscir  le  pensa  meintenant. 

Car  sun  fu  le  poerf  plus  grant. 

En  croi$  li  chay  Tautre  al  pee, 

Si  Tad  deuoutement  pri^ 

'  Qe  —  pur  1'amur  de  Ihesu  crist 
t  Qe  de  la«  pucele  nasquist,  3816 

t  E  a  tielh  iur  fu  crucitie 
t  Pur  sauuer  humeine  ligne, 
t  Sa  mort  a  ceus  ad  pardone 

Qe1  cruelme/it  1'uwt  pene,  —  :>s  20 

Pria,k  pur  la  sue  aniur, 
§  Qe  sun  coru^  li  pa?*doine  a  tiel1  iur, 

E  la  mort  SUM  perem  qe  il  oscist  ; 

Bien  saueit  qe  il  mesfist,  3824 

Cupable  se  rendi,  .V  merci  pria 

Pur  Tamur  Ihe«uqe  atiel  iurpeina.  [iw.cots] 
t  Sun  tiiiimi  sen  est  purpense, 

Qe  de  grace  fu°  espiiv,  3828 


t  "  Pur  1'aiuur,"  dist,  "  qe  aue$  prie,"»» 


.  |M.,,s,.it.         '•  K  k.-  .-n. 

nkes.         •  1'aueit. 


t  Vtrement  v? 

Pus  de  la  tere  1'ad  leue, 
t  E  tre8r  ducement  beys4 
°  Al  muster"  suwt  ensemble  a!6. 

f  sun  POT  tu.          •  vtrgine  Marie. 

ateL        '  P.  ke. 

1  Sun  corouoe  li  prnloneat  a  oeL 
m  A  parere.     B  omito  this  and  the  next  three 

ae  A.  om.  B.  l«n. 

P  E  diet,  pwr  le  am  Mr  coly  dunt  as  iwrle. 
<i  seit  pardone.         r  mut.        •  eglfae. 
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Go  we  nowe  to  fe  cherche  bof  e,  3860 

yn  gode  loue,  and  parfyte  charyte, 
For  hys  sake  fat  ordeyned  pes  to  be." 

wndyr 

$e  kny$t  was  glad,  and  no  ferly, 

And  so  were  al  fat  cuwpanye,  3864   t  Mwlt  furewt  la  gent  de  ceo  pale" a 

£at  he  for^aue  hym  hys  mysdede, 
And  to  f e  cherehe l  bof e  fey  $ede.  £ 

Byfore  f  e  cros  f  [e]y  knelyd  downe  t  Qtiant  uindre/it  a  la  croi$  aurer,b 

yn  fe2  wurschyp  of  Ihesu3  passyowne,  3868 
For  to  kesse  f  e  cros  fat  day, 
As  custume  ys  yn  crystyn  lay. 
J)e  elder  kny^t,  for  honoure,  t  Auant  vistc  le  veil  chiualer  3836 

3ede  fyrst,  and  kyst  hys  creature  ;4       3872   t  Qe  ad  la  Croi*  a  hu$ 
.  .  ,    , ,  Apres  se  est  returned 

Af  tyr  fan,  3ede  f  e  chylde,  f  „  g  .^^  apm  ^  ^_ 

j)at  was  become  meke  and  niylde ;  f  Qe  le  curuje  out  pardune—  3840 

wyf  f  e  tokene  he  gan  hym  blesse,  f  Deuoutemerat  la  croi}  ahurer ; f 

And  kneled  down,  fe  cros  to  kesse.      3876    t  Mes,  quani  il  vint  al^  baiser, 

)3e  crucyfyx,  fat  fere  was  leyd,  t  Le  crucifix  se  adreca,11 

hys  arnies5  fro  fe  cros  vpbreyd, 

And  clepd6  fe  chylde  hym  betwyx,  [if.26.bk.]   t  E  de  ces  bra^  le1  acola ;  3844 

And  aftyrward  kyst7  hym,  fat  crucyfyx.        t  Apres,  l'adk  ducemewt  beis^ ; 

Alle  f  e  parshe,  bof  e  olde  and  ^onge,8  *         Mes  cil  del  miracle  fu  espant6. 
Parseyued,  and  say,9  fat  clyppynge, 
And  how  f  e  crucyfyx  hym  kyste ; 
j?ey  sagfi  hyt  alle,  and  weyl  hyt  wyste. 
Alle  fey  fanked  swete  Ihe^u  §  3885 

Of  fat  myracle  and  fat  vertu. 
Of  fys  chylde  was  grete  selkouf e 
J)at  f  e  crycyfyx  kyst  wyf  mouthe.        3888 
Nofeles,  forsofe  and  ywys, 
Y  trowe  fat  yn  hys  herte  were  moche  blys ; 

And  al  fe  folke  fat  sagli  fys  fyng  *  Les  parochiens  qe  ceo  uirent, 

Made  to  God  grete  fankyng.    *  3892   t  Malt  duremewt  s'enioirent ; l  3848 

Of  f ese  twey  kny3tes,  how  hyt  betyd, 
]5e  myracle  was  sone  oueral10  kyd ;  E  as  autres  la  miracle  cunterent. 

1  cherche  \xit.  '-  0.  om.  '  J>e.'  c  Ky  sun  corouce. 

3  Ihesus.  4  creatour.  f  B  adds  a  next  line : 

5  arme.         6  clypte.         7  aftyr  keste.  '  Al  autre  chiualei  pur  le  amur  d^.' 

8  3yugc.        9  sagh.         10  sone  oueral  was.  8  kwant  vint  k'il  la  dust.         h  redressa. 

"^^         Dourer.         c  mist.  !  WL 

d  This  line  is  omitted  in  B. 
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y  man  ferof  L'an  telle,  3895 

Pi«  f  yn  prechyng1  gww  spelle, 

So  fat  '",i'  r\  man  yn  fat-  cii//tre 
lyued  w»-l  J?e  more  yn  charyte, 
And  alli;  men  fe  sunner  for;au.-  3899 

:   ffv  fat  fey  to  oufer  dyd  haue. 

Sekyr  fou  be  fat  he  was  dygne,  t  Seur  peot*  estre  de  v«- 

)5at  gud  shewed  for  hym3  swyche  a  sygne;        Qe  ces  pechie^  suwtb  parduiK-  .'5852 

A  sygne  hyt  was  of  gretc:  loue  *  $  A  ki  la  figiuv  da///pm»r  dt-f 

That  ( iod  almy;ty,  of  heuene  al)one,  §  3904   *  Tant  »»ustra  si-n.-'1  de  amiste, 

i  ede  hym  to  kesse  so  loneh ,  .  gf  ^  !e  acola  si  ducement 

t  L  le  beisa,  veant  la  gent, 
i  hys  herte  so  hy.  ^  Par  tant  nU8  ftde  geu  lh; 

mowe  $e  se  fat  God4  louef  he?//  dere   f  Cuw  ilf  prent  mwlt  a  gr6 
)3at    for^yuen    hew    wraf    in     fys    wrlde       Qwaut  coruj  e  enemiste* 
here>5  +  3908   I  t*ur  s'amur  auiun  p'o-dune. 

9  •  shal  hys  wraf  on  hem  be  sene 

iiriv  wyl  nat  for^eue  here6  tene. 
Of  Ire  and  wraf,  wnl"  we  now  blynne, 
And  t'  lie  fnrfi-r  of  a-nofer  synne         3912 

^yue  vs  grace,  so  wraffe  forjyne 
Jjat  we  may  alle  wyf  Ih'sn  lyue. 

-r     i'c  tiers11  pcchc  movtcl  cst 

T\_OfEnr>/.  f/«  :;/>/  h<'*i<Uyh'ni.\         | 
[h]e  fryd[i;]  synne  ys  enuye,  \-      Je  tiers  peche  est1 

)3at  ys  ful  of  felunnye  ;  3916    t     J    M  (t)«  ph-in  cst  de  malk  f.-olunie. 

Holy  wi  \  •  wytnessyf  hyt  wel,  Df.26,bk.,coi.2]    t  La  seinte1  escript'//-e  ad  keflnMND^OtiflkMu] 
hyt  comf  of  fe  fende  eche  del.  t  Qe  del  deable  vint  p/-imes  (•<•"'  p«-. 

:  it  ys  ful  of  emiv -,  Car  trop  resemble  1'envitis  3865 

He  ys  eu<v  s-.i-owful,  we  se  wit//  ye;    3920       Qen  dolewt,  et  ceo  ueum 
|>e  gode  fat  he  sef,s  all.-  d«»f  hym  euyl.  t  De  tuj  bie/zs,  &  le  inal  li 

alle  ys  fe  tycement  of  fe  deny!.  t  en  tant  res«>///hl»?  le1'  mauft. 

L"ke  n«.w  farf"iv,  at  fe  by-  t  11  Pur  ceo,  a  comewceii 

1-   of  myschauwceful   t  Si  de  mescheance  futes  Ix-  3870 

fyng  3924 

8  |>e.  *  mauuaist. .         '•  tt-rct . 

1  Ore  vi«  din  u 

•  0,  here  wra)>  li  ilo.  I  Saint. 

7  \v\ -I.-.          •  >yk)>.  "'  k'en  eel  mund  vint  le  deble  |«r  ceat. 
K\.          "  <•  tut  nial  li  »-8t  agwe. 

•  poet  il.        b  fur.  nt          «  de  dame  [If.  32].  «'  De  t.  r.  il  al. 

d  Tel  signc  moitra.        «  ad  ben.        Ml  q  lez ;  beer,  deaircr  avidement  (Burguy). 
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pat  befyl  to  any  man, 

Of  grete  enuye  hyt  fyrst  began. 

$yf  )>ou  euer  liaddyst  sorow  ojjer1  kare 
Of  )>y  ne-h'  l.urs  welfare,  3928 

Enuye  haj>  )>e  yn  liys  hand 
Boiwde  wy)>  )>e  deuylys  band. 

3yf  )>ou  forj>enke  a  mannys  prowe, 

3932 


pat  he  ha])  heglier  state  fan  J)o\v 
Yn  any  manere  of  dygnyte, 
pat  he  may  to,  auaurcssede  be ; 
pogli  )>ou  come  nat  to  hys  state, 
But  wust  apeyre  hyt  and  abate, 
pat  lie  may  nat  haue  hys  bayle,2 
Dedly  synne  ys  swyche  enuye. 

3yf  £ou  make  one  so  hard  stresse 
pat  hys  godnesse  wexe  Jje  lesse, 
Or  jyf  ]>ou  cue?'  yn  place'  were 
pat  hys  harme  J)e  more  were, 
Shryue  )>e  wel  ar  J>ou  deye, 
For  al  j>ys  cumj>  of  grete  enuye. 

3yf  )>ou  euer  on  any  manere 
Lettydyst  any  man  for  to  lere 
Crafte,  or3  ouber  queyntyse, 

lernyng, 

But  fordeddyst  hys  apryse 

For  )>ou  shuldest  furberyd  be, 

And  more  yn  prys  preysed  ban  he 

Bebenke  ))e  weyl,  $yf  fou  do  ]?us, 

Jjat  ])yn  herte  ys  ful  enuyus  ; 

For  )>ou  shalt  neue?-e,  with  gode  ye,  § 

Se  hym  J)at  leryj?  |>y  maystrye. 

3yf  fou  be  enuyus,  and  no  man  trowe,  [if.  27] 
And  behynde  hys  bak  make  hyw  J>e  mowe, 
As  who  seye  J?at  "he  naght  can,  3957 

Xo  ys  wur)>  as  a-noufe?*  man," 


3936 


3940 


3944 


3948 


3952 


t  Qe  auenist  a  uostre  preome, 

t  D'envie  vint,  nea  dute  nul  home.      3872 

t  U  Si  vnqwes  doillastesb  de  autru  bien — 

Qe  fere  dust  nul  creistien — 
t  Pris  estes  en  le  fort0  lien 
t  Le  doable  d'enfern,  sachie$  bien/1      3876 
t  H  Perne^  garde  si  v^  pesout6 
t  Qe  autre  de  v?w  fu  plus  hautf 
t  En  dignete,  ou  en  honur ; 

Ceo  auient  as  enuius  tut*  iur ;  3880 

Ne  mie  sulemewt  si  nul  est  greindre, 

Mes  t?-op  li  peise  si  nelh  piw  ateindre, 

A  luy  pusse  pur1  estre  oel ; 

Ceo  vient  d'enuie,  ouk  de  orgoil.        3884 
t  II  Si  par  dit,  ou  fet,  entremeisse$ 

Qe  autru  bien  fut 


t  Ou  qe  sun  mal  fut  anoyte, 

Maleme?zt  aue^  trespass^. 
t  H  Si  v^  vnqwes1  lessie^ 
Qe  uo^re  preome  ne  repreisse},111 

Ou  nel  apreites,  si  plws  susse^  ; 
Si  par  envie  li  feisse^,11 
t  Qe  auant0  de  li  estre  pusse},  — 


t  Envizjs  estes,  &p  aue^  peche^. 
Par  vn  signe  poe$  ben  ver 
Si  de  envie  plein  est  le^  qeor, 

§  Qe  de  bon  oil  ne  peot  regarderr 
Home  qe  il  ne  vout8  amer, 
Ou  la  lufe  luy  fet*  derere,         f 
Pur  luy  mespiser  fere,u 


3888 


3892 


3896 


3900 


baylye. 


or -any. 


a  coe  ne.         b  auiej  doel.         c  dure. 

d  Al  deble  d'enfer,  coe  sachej. 

e  si  unkes  pesance  auie}. 

f  Si  acun  fust 

8  tut  en.          l»  mils  li. 

*  Ou  a  ly  puse  ben.        k  &. 


1  vnkes  en  vostre  vie  lessastes  [If.  32,  col.  2]. 
m  aprouastes.         n  fet  le  auer. 

0  Pur  coe  ke  plus  auant. 

P  es  ccrtes  si.          ^  plein  vostre. 

r  Kar  clunkes  ne  poes  de  bon  oil  asgardcr. 

8  Celui  ne  cele  ke  ne  volez. 

1  fras  enceler. 

11  Ov  tn  ly  fras  mut  lurde  cher. 
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Al  ys  f  ys  enuye  grete ; 

3yf  fou  hauc  do  fus,  y  redo  fe1  lete.    3960 

3yf  fou  here  preyse  one  for  sum  )>yng, 
And  fou  forj)enky8t  hys  preysyng, 
And  felyst  weyl  yn  fy-  herte 

<  if  a  lytyl  sorow  or  smerte,  3964 
pat  fou  in*  art  preysed  furfer  fan  he, 
Knuye  hyt  ys,  J>ou  mayst  wel  se. 

Many  one  are  of  so  enuyus  wyl 
pat  fey  may  preyse  none  but  wi't/i  yl ;  3968 
Alle  fenkef  hym  euyl  fat  fey  se, 
pey  are  enuyus,  what-so3-euer  fey  be. 

Knuyus  man  ys  so  ful  of  susspecyu;* 
pat  euyl  hym  fenketh  al,  as  a  feluw.    3972 
who-so  kan  knowe  fe  properte, 
Knuyus  man  may  lyknyd  be 
To  fe  lawnes,  f e  whyche  ys  a  pyne 
fat  men  mow  se  yn  mennys  yne.          3976 
f  e  ye  fat  ys  ful  of  lawnes,4 
Alle  fenkef  hym  $elogh"  yn  hys  auys : 
So  hyt  faref  on  hys  party, 
Hys  fogfct  ys  euer  ful5  of  enuye.          3980 

Knuyus  im-n,  euyl  fey  sowe; 
pat  men  telle  hem,  to  euyl  fey  trowe; 
3yf  fey  se  fat  one  dof  more, 
Knuyus  fan  angref  sore;  3984 

All--  godenes  fey  turne  to  euyl ; 
/us  men  are  lyke  fe  deuyl. 

<  M  .ill<'  fat  yn  fys  world- 

man6  werst  shal 7  fare.  3988 

DM  here  liau«-  fey  none, 
But  whan  lii-n-  infill  >urs  liaue  mysgone. 
;,UI«T  -Icfaute  fat  ys,8 
fey  ioye  for  fat  wykkednes. 
!••}••  /'  \v-.rld«-  f-  f  {'••y  >liul  !><',  [lf.27.ool.2] 
J)ey  are  nat  wurfy  any  ioye  to  se. 
Here  and  fere  fey  slml  liau«- 


I  fyn 
5  al. 


t  De  enuie  vieut,  ceo  sache^  ;  [if.  u»,  bk^  col.  23 

t  Si  fet  le  aue$,  plus  nel  face^. 

t  H  Qiiant  vus  oistes  home*  loer, 

I  Si  ioie  ne  auiez  en  uostre  qeor,  3904 

T  i:in^  sentistes  priuement 

t  De  dolur  vn  meoueuient, 

t  Qe  tant  ou  plus  ne  futes  loej, 

Repentej  vw,  car  peche  aue^.  3908 

t  IT  Meiwt  est  de  si  felun  qeor 
t  Qe  autru  fet  ne  li  peot  paier, 
t  Tut  turne  a  mal,  quant  qeb  veit  ; 
t  De  vilein  qeor  est,  si  Deu  me  eyt;    3912 
t  Tant  est  plein  de  suspeciun, 
t  Qe  mal  qtude  partut  li  felun. 

Bien  peot  estre  compare* — 
t  Ki  garde  prent  de  proprete, —  3916 


t  Al  oil  entuche  de  iauni;,'' 
t  laune  e#t,  qwant  dke  est  ce  li 


t  Ausi,  le  qeor  entuche  de  felun i<> ; 
t  Bien  ne  peot  penser  qe  lem  die/1 


»  aeon.      b  k'il.      c  ke  e*  eutoche  de  gaunb. 
*-*  k  il  ueit  coe  ly  e«<  auis 

nl  de  enuie  cntochA  le 
il  ben  ne  poet  penser. 
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But  J>ere  shal  be  here  most  veniau??ce.  3996      1T  Par  grant  veniance  qe  deu  enprent, 
Kmiye  ys  our  J>e  werst  synne  Sauer  poo}1'  seureinent 

)*t  )>e  deuyl  maketh  any  man  fal  ynno.  [  Qe  e™ie  <f  ^  mauf  PecH  . 

,    J    .   .  .  t  Qe  le  deable  en  le  muml  ad'  seme.   3924 

Seynt  Gregory  tellejj  a  tale  J>ar-by ;  A  tale.  ,  ^  f\  ..    <*„„. 

A  MK  ' '  "I  var  semt  Gregoire  n?/*  ad  cu?ite  'ntum 
And  as  he  seyf,  so  wyl  y.                    4000      Vne  CHH/e  de  g,°nt  a(lct(il.|t .. 


[From  St.  Gregory's  Dialogues,  bk.  Ill,  ch.  xv.— 
Gaston  Paris,  in  Hist.  Lift,  de  la  France,  xxviii. 
198.] 


t  E  dit,  qe  iadis  dou}'1  homes  furent 
Qe  ensemble  seinte  vie  eslurent ;       3928 


t  Li  uns  fut  apele  eEuticius, 
t  L'autre  out  unnf  Florencius  ; 
^  Ensemble  maneie?*t  anibedou° 
^  En  vn  hermitage  qe  il  urewt  eslu.h    3932 
t  L'un  conirerti  m?dt  de  gent, 
Entice,  pa?*  sun  document ; J 

t  Florencius  fut  mains  lettre, 

t  Sa  uie  en  oreisun  ad  mene.  3936 

t  IT  Pres  de  eu$  vne  abbeie  i  aueit 

t  Dunk  li  abbe$  mor}  esteit, 

t  As  moignes  est  ensi  couenuk       [ieafi.,!> 
t  Qe  Euticius  fu  eslu.1  3940 


Sa  celle  a  Florence  lessa, 
t  Qe  ap?*es  Eutice  i  habita, 
t  Qe  mwlt"1  mari  esteit 
t  Qe  sul11  meindre  li  coueueit.  3944 


0  Le  vn  out  a  nun.         f  ly  nutre. 

K  amedeus  inanaie?it.         h  ke  eslu  aueie?it. 

1  enseignement.         k  issi  auenu. 

I  abbei  eslu.  '"  florence  mut. 

II  Ky  soul. 


Tbfe  o/*  the  Sear  which 
the  Hermit's  Sheep,  and  how  it 
ivas  slain  by  envious  Monks.'] 

)3er  were  twey  men  of  holy  wyl 

£at  leuyd  to-gedyr,  wz't/t-outen  yl, 

A-lone  yn  an  ermytage,  § 

And,  as  meke  as  bryd  yn  kage ; 

)3e  toon,  men  calle  Eutycyus, 

£e  toufer  hyght  Florentyus.1 

A  gode  clerk  was  )>e  toon, 

he  turned  to  )>e  feyj)  many  on. 

Eutycyus  was  j>e  clerk 

)3at  taght  )>e  folk  of  goddys  werk. 

Florens  was  nat  so  moche  yn  lore, 

Yn  preyours  he  was  euermore. 

)>er  besyde  was  an  abbey, 
And  yn  here  tyme  J>e  abbot  gan  deye ; 
whan  J>ys  ychij  abbot  was  dede, 
Alle  )>e  muwkus  toke  hem  to2  rede,       401 G 
And  chese  hem  syre  Eutycyus 
To  be  abbot  of  here  hous. 
On  alle  manere  fyl  so  here  lot, 
Eutycyus  ))ey  made  here  abbot.  4020 

Aftyr  Eutycyus,  Florens  gan  dwelle 
And  woned  a-lonu  yn  hys  celle. 
Florens  made  grete3  mone 
For  jjat  he  shuld  dwel4  alone  ;  4024 

And  had  grete  sorowe,  and  was  drery, 
As  many  be  }>«t  lese  gode  cu?>ipany. 


4004 


4008 


4012 


1  florencyus. 
3  >arfore  gret. 


"  toke  here. 


a  peer  tut  [If.  32,  bk.]. 

c  ad  par  le  in.  d  ke  .ij. 


tre. 
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4028 


4036 


On  a  day,  he  bad  hys  orysu'w, 

And  was  yn  grete  afflyccyon, 

And  preyd  God  he  wulih-  hym  $eue 

Su//<  gode  cuwforte  w/t/<-al  to  leue. 

)3us  preyd  Florens  yn  hys  bede     deaf  27.  tack] 

pat  (lode  shnld  sendc  hym  sum  felaiu 

whan  he  ros  vp  of  his  orysown, 

yn  hys  celle  vp  and  down, 

And  opi-ned  hys  $ate,  and  loked  oute, 

And  sagfc  a  l>eri:  wylde  and  stoute. 

'•h';  bere  come  to  fe  gate1 
To  Florens  fat  stode  yn  f  e  $ate ; 
But  when  fe  bere  come  at  hym  nere, 
J)e  bere  to  hym  loutede,  and  made   feyre 

chere,-  4040 

Feyre  chere  as  a  bere  mygfct  make, — 
And  was  so  meke  fat  he  myjt  \\yrn  takf. 
fys  ychu  Florens  hym  befoglit 
fat  God  hadde  herd  fat  he  besoght,     4044 
And  fanb-d  hym  uf  hys  swete  grace, 
fat  he  hym  sent  hadde  swyche  solace. 
For  a  myracle,  30  may  hyt  vndyrstande, 

\vvMe  bere  was  tame  to  hande.    4048 

Jjys  go(l.:  man  hadde  syxi:  shepe, 
Ami  noii?<  liynlf  h<-m  for  to  kepe  ; 
II-  l.adde  fe  bere  fat  he  shulde  go 
And  iliyue  hys  shep<:  to  and  IV.-,  4052 

And  k«-pi-  IP-HI  \v»-yl  fal  mm//  hi-///  d«- 
14  Ami  fun  shall  In-  my  .^"<li;  here." 
])e  b-n-  hy///  li iiitcd  w/t//  si'inhlant  ,urla-l. 
For  to  do  U  Kl"ivns  hym  hadd.-  ; 
To  fe  l)ero,  he  neydo  hys  auys, 
iy  whan  y  ••tr  twyys, 
Come  fou  home  at  hy^'h  vmlnrm-, 
And  no  longer  yn  }•••  t<  M«-  sniurne; 
And  euery  day,  wh«-n  y  fa«te, 

1    r..K.it,.,  »ln.Hso,l  Mpjf,  O.  Kat-  If. 



".         d  hurt.        •  (lennwtra. 
f  ven  val.        f  n.l  .-iitfiulu  pur  Q 


t  En  seint  oreisun  se  est  mis, 


t  Si  ad  Deu  mut*  requis, 
t  *  Qe  solaj  &  twnfort  li  fut  dune 
Pus  qe  sun  frero  i  futb  ale.'  3948 


t  Hors  a  la  porte  ouc  il  ala 
t  Yn  vrsd  tut  sauage  tr«»ua. 


Qe  nule  fierte  luy  mii^ 
t  Car  sa  teste  a  ualf  enclina.  3952 


t  P«r  tant  ad  Florence  entendu,^ 

t  Qe  de  Deu  a  luy  enueie  fu.h 

t  Mf*lt  ad*  Deu  regracie 

t  Qe  oir  uout  qe  aueitk  prie.  3956 


t      Berbi$  aueit,  cine  ou  sis, 

t  Mes  de  pastur  fu  muli1  enquis : 

t  Al  urs  les  coma  in  i 


hlant  fist  le  urs™  otiin. 

ASM*}  fut"  pastur  iii'-niillus; 

Car  berbij  manger  solcit  I'ure." 
t  Le  iur  «i'   Florence  dou;  f--  manga, 
t  Al  hostel  venir,  h-1'  comanda,  3964 

Le  urs  ^  les  berbi)  qe  il  m- 
f  A  t  i-'nnt  il  iuna. 

'•  fu  1'urs  onu. 

>  ad  de  coe  aouent  [If.  32,  bk.t  col.  -]. 

k  cook'ilad.       '  mult  A  »  fc»t  de. 

"  fu  le.        o  See  1.  4072-3  of  Knglinh. 

I-  urn  venir.      •«  k'il  ann-im.      r  A  ouir  de  terce. 
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Come  at  J?e  noun,  home,  at  J>e  laste." 

So  dyd  J>e  bere,1  euery  day, 

One  cure  passed  hym  neuer  away         4064 

Kodly 

pat  he  ne  come  home,  J>e  yche  cele, 
And  boj>e  tymeus2  he  knew  hem  wele. 

pys  Florens  hadde  cuwrforte  and  game 
At  hys  here,  J>at  hyt  was  so  tame,         4068 
And  loued  hyt  moche  w*t/*-oute  fayle  21. «]'' 
For  )>e  myracle  and  jje  grete  meruayle : 

mostc 

For  fiofe  so3  hym  byrde, 
For  he  was  a  merueylus  hyrde.  4072 

A  bere  Jmrgfc  kynde  sliulde  ete  shepe ; 
And  here  as  an  hyrde  he  $afe  to  hem  kepe. 

pyt  yche  memeyle  my^t  nat  be  hyd, 
But  yn  alle  J>e  cwwtre  hyt  was  weyl  kyde 
pat  Florens  had  a  tame  bere, 

kepe 

And  was  an  hyrde,  shepe  to  were. 

pe  abbot  J>at  hygftte  Eutycyus 
Had  foure  dyscyplys  ful  enuyus,          4080 
pat  alle  day  of  J>ys  bere  spakk 
with  grete  enuye,  gretely  to  lakk  ; 
And  seyd,  alle  foure  hem  betwene 
wy)>  grete  enuye,  scorne,  and  tene,       4084 
"  More  merueyl  doj?e  Florencyus 
pan  doj>e  oure  mayster  Eutycyus." 
pey  seyde  "  hyt  shal  nat  so  go  ; " 
And  made  forward,  Jjat  bere  to  slo.      4088 
As  j)ey  seyd,  J)ey  dyd  )>at  wogftte ; 4  i 
pe  whyche  dede  ful  sowe  fey  boghte. 

At  )?e  tyme,  )>e  bere,  o  day 5  come  noghte  ; 
Florens  had  J)er-of 6  grete  ))oghte ;  4092 
He  ros  and  ^ede  yn-to  J)e  felde, 

1  bere  >an.        2  tyraes.        3  sojje  to  sc\  • . 

4  0.  reads  *wogh,'and  then  has  the  two  lines — 

pe  bere  in  >e  feldc  >ey  slogti ; 

For  gret  enuye  >us  J>ey  wrogTite. 
6  o  day  >e  bere  howi.         6  far  fore. 

a  A  houre  de  nun  al  ostel  vendreit. 

b  issi  feseit. 

c  vnkes  .i.  soul  houre  ne  ad  passe. 


t  Qe  al  hostel  a  none  venist ; a 
t  E  1'urs  chescu?i  iur  ensi  fist,b 
t  Vn  seul  iur  n'ad  trespasse0 

Vtre  ceo  qe  li  fud  comande. 
t  Le  seint  esteite  mult  solace  ; 


[See  137/3962  of  tJic  French."} 

t  Plusurs  del  miracle  unt  parle.  3972 


t  U  Qatre  desciples  Euticius/ 
t  Pur  Iur  peche  malauenturus, 

t  Envie  aueiwte  mult  grant 


t  Qe  lem  de  Florence  p«rla  tant,h        3976 
f  Qe  Iur  mestre  Euticius         [if.  iso,  col.  2] 

Miracles  feseit  nuls.h 

Pur  ceo,  1'urs  unt1  geyte, 
i  E  par  enviek  Yunt  tue.  3980 

Dehe^  eyent  li  nmlure  ! l 
f  Si  aueruwt,  qem  apres  ert  proue.11 
t  U  Le  urs  ne  reuint  cum  il°  soleit ; 
t  Florence  de  ceo  mult*  doleit.  3984 

t  As  chan},  en  vn  iur(*  est  ale, 


d  k'il  le  ad.        c  Le  hmnite  de  cest  beste  fu. 
f  out  E.        «  Eu  quer  aueient  enuie. 
h-h       Dei  miracle  florence  vout  prrrlant, 

E  ke  eutici?ts,  ke  Iur  abbe  esteit, 

Deu  pw  ly  miracle  feseit. 
1  vnt  1'urs  estreitement.        k  inal  envie. 
1  Deheit  aient  a  feluns  malure.         m  acu?i. 
n  mustr^.        °  feir. 
i'  mut  se.         li  chans  .i.  iur  s'en. 
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Ami  aftyr  hys  here  faste  behelde. 
At  j?e  laste,  hys  l>ere  he  fonde, 

!••  hys  sli»-i><>,  slayn  on  a  londe.     4096 
Asswyfv  hym  self  gan  to  rede 
who  hadde  do  Jjat  yche  dede ; 
3\t  pleyned  he  more  fe  myschauwce 
pat,  fer  sliulde  fallo.  on  hem  veniaiwce, 

4101 


t  Sun  vrs  i  ad  mort  troue. 
Le  seint  home  tost*  saueit 
Qe  sun  vrs  tue  aueit. 

t  Lur  peche  pleint  mull  }'!"> 


)5an ]  he  pleyned  hys  owne  dere 
:   y  had  slayn  his  «r<»di:  l>ere. 
les  he  pleyned  wiwdyrly  sore 
)jat  hys  solas  shulde  be  no  more. 
Kutycyus  fe  abbot,  his  felawe, 
h«'i-d  sey  hys  bere  was  do  adawe; 
And  come  to  hym  on  hys  dysport, 
To  make  Florens  gode  cuwfort. 
Florens  seyd  Eutycyus  vn-to, 
••  Vn  God  truly  y  tryst  so, 
)3at  veniauuce  shal  on  hew  take 
Vn  )?ys  lyfr  for  my  sake. 
<  >i  Ihe^u  Cryst  fey  hade  no-  dr«-d«-, 
To  sle  fat  hylpe  me  yn  my  nede,  $ 
Felunlyche,  as8  for  enuye, 
And  hi-  d»'d  IK*  man  folye ;  *  4116 

llf  %vas  me  sent,  furgfi  Goddys  g?*ace, 
T<>  !•«•  my n  lit-lpi-  and  my  solace; 
]}at  God  wuldi:  hym4  me  $eue, 


t  D'assej  qe  ne  fet  l'urs;b 
t  Longtens  nepu/'quant  doleit 
4104   t  Qe  sun  solaj  j^>\lu  aueit. 

t  Sun  cuiiipainun  Tad  mande, 


4108 


4112 


t  CE,  al  rneu^  qe  il  pout,  solac6. 

•  M«-s  Florence  li  i-espnndi  :' 

t  "  En  Den  de  ciel  tant  me  afi 
,  Qe  en  ceste  vie,  veaut  la  gent, 
De  ecus  prendra*  vengemewt ; 
t  eCar  il  ne  dutere?tt  Ilies\i  Crist 

*  Qe  mim  urs,  qe  nul  mal  lur  fist, 
§  Cruelement  [ils]  vnt  tue.e 

fCertes,  il  feseient  grant  pech6, 
Kar  ioe  estai  mut  solace  j>ar  ly, 
E  il  ne  lur  feseit  mal  ne  enmii.f 


why  \vuld  fey  nat  suffre  hym  lyue  ? 

lmy$ty  shal  do  hys  \vyl 
\vyf  IMMII,  and  HIM,  fat  do"'  so  yl." 

be  -.-yd.-,  so  -an  hyt  falle ; 
Gode  toke  veniauwce  on  hem  alle  ; 

lea  fey  waxi;  fan  to  pyne, 
Here  lemes  roted  before  liere  yne  ; 

•  fe  crfe  fey  were  stynkyng, 

Mt  H,  0. 

MS.  nofi,  with  dots  un.l. 


1  1  •_'< 


3992 


-moo 


1001 


•dooa 


4  .lott.-.l  un.l.-r  in  i,  ,1  ink. 


t      Issi  auint  cum  il*  dist, 
j  1  •_>  [   t  Car  vengance  grant  lli'.<n  pn'st1' 

Des  qatre  qe1  oscirewt  sun  vre; 

Tost  apres  deuindrent  leprus ;  4  o<  )S 

•f  Lesk  mewbres,deuaiit  lur1  mort  pMirirent, 


Si  le  ail  mut  rocoi 

E  florcnce  diaoit  ben  a  ly. 


d  eus  p.  greuo. 
•-? 


'   t/Mit  tost. 


K'il  ne  fist 


mtr  -rneit, 

son  vra  ky  la  mort  giseit. 


cnielmcnt  vnt  mu»  vra  tu*t  B. 
'-f  B,  din.  A.        f  Florence. 
>  rist 

«H-U8  ky.  k  Lt>r. 

lur  A,  ont.  B. 
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feat  to  J>e  beres  def  were  consentyng.  4128 
fearforo  fe  pope  seynt  Gregory 

Telly))  )>ys  tale,  resuw  why, 

feat  enuye  ys  a  cursed  synne, 

Any  raan  to  falle  fer-ynne.  4132 

Moche  are  they  wurfy  to  suffre  shame, 

feat1  for  enuye  brynge  a  man  yn  blame, 

godc 

Or  make  hym  lese  hys  wurldly  aglit, 
Orfrendys  also  to  be  vnsaglit.2  41 3G 

who-so  fat  do)),  he  may  hy??i  drede, 
No  fyng  but  peyne  shal  be  hys  mede. 

Syn  fys  wurlde  fryst  bygan, 
Enuye  haj>  be  cue?-3  yn  man;  4140 

Lucyfer  had  fyrst  enuye, 
feat  man  was  made  to  state  so  hye ; 
Yn  paradys  he  made  hym4  falle, 
And  sefen  of  hys  ofspryng  alle;  §       4144 
So  that  enuye  haj>  reyned  ay        [leaf  as,  col.  2j 
Yn  alle  mankynde  vnto  bys  day ; 
And,  Englys  men  namely 
Are  jnirgh  kynde  of  herte  by  :  4148 

A  forbyseyn  ys  tolde  fys, 
Seyd  on  Frenshe  men5  and  on  Englys, 
'  feat  Frenshe  men  synne  yn  lechery e, 
And  Englys  men  yn  euuye.'6  4152 


2  0.  gloss  'at  debate.' 
Harl.  hem. 


1  }>at  0,  fan  H. 

3  cure  be. 

5  0.  om.  'men.' 

8  John  Morley,  Speech  in  Daily  News,  June 
27,  1894  :— 

"There  is  no  better  test  of  character  in  my 
judgment  —  whether  individually  or  in  public 
life — there  is  no  better  test  of  character  than  being 
able  to  work  with  other  people.  A  friend  of 
mine  came  back  from  the  States  the  other  day, 
and  he  said  the  worst  feature  in  American  life  is 
the  extraordinary  distrust  and  suspicion  which 
men  there  entertain  of  one  another,  and  the 
readiness  in  which  an  inferior  motive  is  found  for 
conduct.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  is  a  true 
account  of  America  or  not,  but  I  am  perfectly 
sure  it  is  not  true  of  my  own  country.  (Hear, 
hear.)  Englishmen  are  not  suspicious,  they  are 
not  jealous,  they  are  twt  envious,  and  I  think  if 
they  find  themselves  differing  from  this  man  or 
that  upon  this  question  or  the  other,  that  does 


t  Do  ceus  qw  I'urs  Florence  oscirent. 
t  U  Seiwt  Gregoire  nus  ad  par  tan 

t  Cum  enuie  est  mauueis  peeju'', 
Pus  qe  si  grant  veniunce  prist 
De  cest  peche,11  Ihexu  Crist, 
En  ceste  vie,  veant  la  gent, 
Sauue  del  alme  le1'  turment 
Pur  si  g?-ant  mesprisiun 
CUTI  fu  de  u  n  vrs  occisiun.      iien 
11  Si°  ne  deit  estre  ublie 
Le  peche  qe  tu$  iurs  ad  dinv 

t  Pus  qe  le  mu?/d  fu  coniewci', 
Ceo  est  tresun  led  malure. 


4012 


4016 


4020 


t  IT  E?z  parais,  lie  maufe 

Par  sa  grant'  iniquite  4024 

§  Deceuait*  huniene  ligne 

Par  cest  tres  maueis11  pechie  ; 

Enuie  aueit  le  cheitif  grant, 

Qe  Deus  ama  home  tant,  4028 

Qe  la  ioie  de  ciel  deueit1  auer, 

l3uwt  le  traitrek  chai  primer. 

En  furme  se  mist  de  vn  serpent 

Quant  fist  eel  enchantement.  4032 

Par  \\nt  Eue1  trahi  prmement 

Pus  Adam ;  alla^,  a111  tute  gent ! 

a  De  la  mort  de  .i.  vrs. 

b  seit  1'alme  de  ;  and  omits  the  next  two  lines. 

c  Ici.        d  tant.        e  Dune  eu  p.  le  vil. 

f  tre  grant.         8  Deceust  vilement. 

h  malure.         i  dust  [If.  33,  col.  2]. 

k  il  memes.      !  ky  E.  chai  primerement.      lu  ••. 

not  prevent  them  from  being  willing  to  listen  to 
him  upon  other  subjects  upon  which  they  have 
the  happiness  to  agree.  (Hear,  hear.)  Gentle- 
men, we  hear  a  great  deal  of  war  between  in- 
dividualists and  collectivists.  Well,  I  tell  you 
frankly  in  practical  affairs  I  for  one  am  not  very 
fond  of  these  tickets  and  labels  and  solemn  nick- 
nan  irs.  They  are  very  convenient  for  the  purpose 
of  vituperation,  and  no  doubt  a  compact  and 
handy  nickname  saves  a  lazy  mind  the  trouble  of 
thinking  things  out  for  itself;  but  I  for  one  will 
never  quarrel  about  a  word,  providing  we  are 
working  for  the  same  ends  and  marching  towards 
the  same  goal.  A  great  poet,  who  is  the  glory  of 


We  English  shmdd  beivarc  of  Envy.     The  Backbiter  is  Itfcc  an  Adder.     141 


]•  -<'li> •!•>•«•  ys  flesslily  synne; 

Knuye  eumf  of  fe  soule  wyf-ynne ; 

lechery  ys  f  e  lesse,  we  fynde, 

And  enuye  ys  fe  more  vnkynde ;         4156 

For  y  se  noun  yn  hys  lyue 

]3at  of  enuye  kan  hyiu  shryue  ; 

feogh  eutvy  day  a  man  liyt  haunte, 

\1  no  man  be  l)yt  a-graunte.         4160 
Telle  to  any  fat  he  haf  enuye, 
I  !••  >.-yf  a;.-n  "  hyt  ys  a  hv."1 
how  mow  fey  fan  shryue  fat  synne, 
Jjat  seyn  fey  haue  no  gylt  ferynne  ?    4164 
we  Englys  mm  fe/'on  slmlde  fynkc, 
uuye  vs  nat  blynk.- 

llakbytyng  cumf  also  of  enuye; 
y  haue  30 w  tolde  of  fat  folye ;  4168 

lykenes  of  hem  men  inowe  bere,  * 
A  nedder  and  a  bakbytere  ;  I 
J>e  nedder  makef  fe  semblant  my  Mr, 
Ami  yn  hys  tayle  ys  \vnym  wyld«-  :      1 1  7 '2 
)>•  bakbytere  faryf  ry$t  so : 
\vyf  my  Me  semblant  he  spekth  fe  to, 
And  yn  hys  tayle  he  beryf  venym ; 
i;»-hynde  fy  bak,  he  spekyf  wurdys  grym. 

}5«-  wys  kyn^  Salamon  4177 

ffs<-  wurdys  to  men  echon  : — 
"hyi    lyppes,"   he   seyf,   "he    shal    make 

swete, 

wyf  l'"-yi-i.:  wiinlys  he  sbal  fe  grete,       4180 
But  yn  hys  herte  he  shal  fynkr 
For  to  do  fe  a  wykk«-d  blynki-." 
So  ded  fe  traytur,  fals  ludas,     [ieaf2g,iMu-k] 


*  H  Mwlt  i  ad  g/-ant  ivs«-mblance — 

Si  garde  perne$  de14  deceuance —      4036 
Kntre  serpent  &  treitur1*; 

Kschue)  le,  pur  Den  ainiir. 
t  Ija  serpente  beal  sewblant  utis  fra, 
t  AFes  si  eole  peot,  v »*>•''  ]><>indera;       4040 
t  Le  traitre,  q?eant  deceiured  uw<  ueut, 
t  Le  p\use  sewblant  qe  il  peot 

Vus  fra ;  mes  nel  creez  ; 

Car,  si  vtw  fetes,  deceu  serres.  4044 

t  Ceo  dist  le  sage  Salomon 
'I*  Qwant  parole  del  maueisf  felun, 

t  "  Ces  lefres  enducira, 

t  E  sa  voi3  humiliern,  4048 

t  Mes  sun  <|cor  p^/'ju-nsera 

t  Comewt  honir  vons  pi: 

t  Ne  fist  iudas  ceo,  li  malurd 


the  English  race,  name,  and  tongue,  once  used  a 
-  |.h rase.  He  speaks  of  the  prophet  i 

of  the  wulo  worl'l  >ln;iinin^  <n\  things  to  come. 
YHr»ti.]  Tin-si-  l.i-n.-li«-,-nt  -Ireamsof  a  society 

elevat  :.    :m<l   n-in-wr.1.    must    l.-aJ    l.y 

•livt-rse  ways   ainl    manv  hi«lili-n    paths  t,. 
•wn  rcalifiatinn.     I  fin-1  i'm  l.mlt  with  tin-in. 

LlJMll.  Till" 

• 
practicable,  those  golden  dreams,  is  the  mission 


.  o]iti»lod  to  our  ]NUly,  and  I  !>t«lieve  that 

iii-ithi-r  you  m.r  I.  in  tin-  v.irimia  calls  that  may 
be  made  upon  us,  will  be  foun-l  nn \\.-i thy  <*t  ,.m 
tnist"  (ui-eat  chet'iing,  ami-l  which  Mr.'  M«.rhy 

i  his  »eat) 
1  0.  gloss  'lesy  1J  uoght  l\\- 


•a.        b  detractur. 
•'  trahir.         •  plus  brl. 


ele  VIM. 

'  ]>.  «le  deceitc  lo. 


142  Traitors  like  Judas  dwell  with  Liuifer.     No  one  can  guard  against  them. 


J)at  dampned  ys  wyj>  Satanas,  4184 

whan  )>ys  ludas,  foule  feluw, 

weytede  Ikesu.  wit/i  tresiu/. 

Fyrst  he  grete  hyw  and  gan  lagh, 

And   syj>en   he   kest   hyw1  fat  alle  men 

sagfi,  4188 

And  yn  hys  herte  was  tresiw  bolde, 
For  to  J>e  lewes  he  had  hym  solde. 
*  Treytur  !  recorde  what  Jjou  hast  herde 
Seyde  and  siwge  yn  al  J>e  weiide.'        4192 
Vndyr  heuene  ne  ys  so  moche  tresurc 
As  yn  feyre  wurd  of  hert  felu??. 
jjarfor,  treytur,  y  tolde  J>e  er, 
j)y  wonyng  ys  wyj)  Lucyfer.  ||  4196 

)3yr  may  no  man  so  yware  be, —   | 
For  fors,  ne  wysdom,  ne  pouste,  £ 
For  byhest,2  ne  for  rychesse,  J 
Ne  powere,  ne  hardynesse,3  4200 

For  lynage,  ne  for  onour, 
For  felawshepe,  ne  for  socour, 
Ne  for  brejjerhede,  ne  for  spousayle, — 
]3at  treytorhede  ne  wyl  hym  asayle  ;    4204 
Ne  for  sweryng,  ne  for  awe,  * 
£at  a  treytur  ne  haj>  yn  J>ys  sum  sawe. 

who  was  wyser  J?an  Salamon  1 
who  was  feyrer  J>an  Absolon  1  4208 

who  was  rycher  yn  euery  fyng 
]3an  Alaxandre  )>e  ryche  kyng  ? 
who  was  swetter  j>an  lonatas, 
Or  better  clerk  fan  Vyrgyle  was  1        4212 

kepe 

Alle  )>ese  coude  hem  neuer  were 
From  treytur  ne  fro  bakbytere. 

Of  a  treytur,  )>ys  ys  J>e  resurc  smerte, 


se])en  hym  keste. 
O,  hardnesse  H. 


2  beheste. 


Cum.  b  si  fei  [if.  33,  bk.]. 

oue  le  felun.  d  Vus  couendra. 

vus.  *  s'en.  s  ne  sepoet. 

autre.  l  Kar  a.  k  Ne  a. 

1  Na  a  nul.  m  ad  nus.  n  eat. 

0  Ke  as  roifs  debles  seit.        P-P  Omitted  in  B. 


t  Qe  ore  est  en  enfern  dawpne,  4052 

t  Qwant  le  maueis  fu  entur 

f  De  trahir  Iheau  nostre  seignur  ? 

t  Primes  le  salua  humblem^t, 

t  Pus  le  beisa,  veant  la  gent,  cm  bk.,  e.  2]  4056 

t  Qzwint  plein  de  venim  fu  sun  qeor, 

t  Car,  vendu  a  gyus  Tout  p?-emer. 

t  Traitre  !  pur  qei  n'as  recordo 

t  Qea  en  rep?-ouer  est  chante  1  4060 

t  N'i  ad  nule  si  couerteb  tresun, 

t  Cu?»,  desu^  bel  se?>«blant,  qeor  felun. 

||  Pur  ceo,  od  le  yremw  t/mtrec  Lucifer, 

Les  comandera'1  hcrbeger;  4064 

E  tu$  ceus  qe  lese  sueru?«t, 

A  vifs  deables  pur  veirf  irriwt. 
|  1T  Del  traitre  se  purra*  mil  garder 
o  Pa?1  force,  ne  par  nulh  poer,  4068 

;  Par  richesce,  ne  par  duner, 

P/r  p?*/mesce,  ne  par  saner ; 
f  H  A1  honur,  ne  a  bunte, 

Ak  lignage,  ne  a  parente,  4072 

A  cu??ipainie,  ne  a1  fraternite, 
t  Ne  par  esposailles  lie, 
*  Ne  as  cu??ipainuns  entreiure, 

Ni  adm  tresun  esparnie ;  4076 

Pur  ceo,  parn  dreite  resun  preouee, 

A  uifs  deables  era0  comande. 
f  U  Ki  fu  pl?4s  sage  qe  Salomon  1 
t  Ki  f  u  pins  beans  qe  Absalon  ?  4080 

t  Ki  out  vnqwes  richesce  tant 
f  Cum  aueit  Alisandre  le  grant? 

pKi  out  vnqwes  force  ou  peor 

Cum  out  Alisandre  le  guerreier '?       4084 

Nepurq?yant,  nul  auer,p 

Ne  seignurie,  ne'i  sauer, 
,  Force,  ne  poer,r  pout  valer, 
T  Qe  train  ne  fussent  li  ber.8  4088 

U  Eschaper  purreit  le  lacun* 

<i  ne  nul.        r  beaut6  ne. 
8  Omitted  in  B.     MS.  BibL  Reg.  20,  B.  XIV. 
reads — 

Ky  par  tresun  ne  poet  estre  deceu. 

H  A  la  fez,  de  le  traitre  felun 

Eschaper  poet  acun  horn 

Ky  sust  estre  mult  cele"  ; 

Mes  ceo  ne  seofre  pas  charit6. 
fc  A  eschaper  le  fort  lasun. 


;>iters,  and  Liars  are  hated  Iry  God.     The  4th  Deadly  Sin,  Sloth.  1 4:> 


\vilh  fry  iv  wurdys,  andfehw  herte;      4216 
1  Bakbytere,  he  haj?  a  Ink, 

<  a  treytur  behynd  J>y  l>ak  ;! 
J)e  toon  ys  treytur  yn  )>y  present, 
J3e  toj>pr  ys  whan  Jxm  arte2  went.  4220 

A  Iyer  may  l>e  on  of  J>yse, 
l-'<>r  he  liaj)  of  boj>e  a  queyntyse, 
Behynde  )>y  bak,  and  eke  before,   [»,  tic.,  e.  2] 
lesyng  oueralle3  ys  bore,  4224 

Yn  )>ese  J)re  men  ys  al  tresiw  ; 
fearfor  hyt  ys  preued  -with  resuw 
)3at  )>ese  men,  alii*  J)re, 
M-.we  ni'ii'-r  lygfrtly  saued  be.  4228 

]3e  apostle  seyj>  J>at  God  hem  hatys, 
Ande  oner  al  oujvr  wyj>  hem  wlatys. 
fruvfore  jyf  any  swyche  men  wore, 
hyt  behouej)  betyme  repente  hem  sore ;  4232 
And  leue  hyt 4  whyl  fey  haue  space, 
I-""!  |>an  y  hope  J>ey  may  fynde  grace. 
God  jeue  vs  grace  enuye  to  fle  ! 
And  alle  treyturs,  euyl  mote  J)ey  J>e  !  4236 

[Of  Sloth,  the  4th  Deadly  Sin.'] 

W  slml  we  speke  of  sloghnes ; 
Among  ]>e  tofer  ful  wyk  hyt  ys;5 
Jje  fourjje  6  hyt  ys  of  dedly  sy?mes, 
All<-  )?ese  rychc  men  hyt  wynnes.         4240 
Moche  ys  a  man  for  to  blame 

'irschep  Goddys  name 
w/tA  j)ater  noster  ne7  wy)>  cr 
J)ya  beleue  shuld  hym  to  heuene  1«  1      I  _  H 
Ful  llogfi  he  ys  J>at  \wl  nat.  lore 
blessed  p;ryere ; 
•Iso  he  ys  ful  of  slownes 
))at  may,  and  \vyl  nat.  li'-n-  liys  inesse,  4248 

'-'  H«rl.  omit-*  tin-si-  two  lines. 

8  art.        »  oueral.         4  hyt  al.         •  as. 

*  vour)w. 

»  ae  uout  tenir  cloa  e.  b  dcsturl.  inut. 

d  Mais  ne  o.  k.  .  .  ]•<. 


A  la  fee  del  traitre  felun, 
Ki  sust  estre  mwlt*  cele  ; 

Mes  ceo  desturbereitb  charite. 
U  Plus  des  t/rnturs  ne  dirru///, 


A  vifs  deablcs  les  comandu//j.r        pe*f  iw] 

N'entende^  mie  qe  de  ceusd  die 

Qe  se  repentewt  de  tricherie,*  4096 

D'envie  seit  a  tant  lease  ; 

Auawt  alum  al  qwm  j 


t  */^ire  VM*'  dirru;/i  de  pmjsce,     •  MS.  0  L 
.    \J  Ceo  est  le  pech£  qe  tout  homesce, 
,  E  a  I'ame  fet  t/'op  g?*ant  mal,  I  h  >  1 

Qe*  le  quart  prclu-  «'>•/  ciiminal. 

.  U  Trop  e#t  home  a  blamcr 
,  Qtmnt  neh  fet  force  de  sauer  4104 

,  Paterno^er  &  credo,  se  gartl<>  1 
Qe  sauor  doit  chescuu  creistien,k 


t  H  Home  qe  lest,1  par  pereece, 

t  Quant  fere  le  peot,  de  oyr  mease ;  • 

•  r.  en  ceate  \ 

'  B.  haa  only  •  a.-cide/ 

•  K  '  '•  il  ne. 

1  Le  p.  e  le  c.  enaement 
k  deuaent  tnz  crettien  gent. 

\.    t.  ;  ;'  Tfmm  'faillir.1         •  Mm, 


tlos 


144    Rich  men  blamed  for  making  Excuses  for  not  going  to  Church  on  Sunday. 


Specyaly  on  )>e  Sunday 

he  trespasy))  more  J  yn  )>e  lay. 

yn  )>e  woke,  o  day,  )mrgh  rygfct, 
))e  Suwday,  ys  a  day  of  myjt.  4252 

how  sey  fese  men  J>at  are  J)us  slogft,2 
))at  oute  of  mesure  slepe  a  throwe  ? 
whan  he  heryj)  a  bel  ryng,3 
To  holy  cherche  men  kallyng,  4256 

£an  may  he  uat  hys  bedde  lete 
But  Jjan  behouej)  hym  to  lygge  and  swete, 
And  take  J>e  inery  mornyng  slepe  ; 
Of  matynes  ryche  men  take  no  kepe    4260 
3yf  ))ey  mowe  ryse  4  at  tyme  of  messe.  [if.  29] 
For  pe  matynes,  no)?er  more  ne  lesse 
JPan  ys  )>ys  Terlyncels  skylle 
«  Slepe  )>ou  long,  and  y  shal  hele.'        4264 
he  puttej)  heuenys  yn  hys  y^e, 
And  make))  hym  lenger  for  to  lye  ; 
And  sey])  "  al  betyme  mayst  foil  ryse, 
whan  ))ey  do  fe  messe  seruyse  ;  4268 

A  messe  ys  ynogfr  for  )>e  ; 
Jje  tourer  gyblot,  late  hyt  be  ; 
here  mayst  J)ou  bettyr  slepe  a  throwe 
fan  sytte  and  loke  vpp-on  a  wowe."     4272 
Jjys  ys  \)&  cuttsel  of  Terlyncel  ; 
yn  alle  sloghnesse5  he  bere))  ])e  bel; 
he  ys  a  deuyl  of  fat  myster, 
To  slogfines5  he  ys  curaseler.  4276 

fan  cumj)  one  aboute  pryme 
"  Rys  up,"  he  seyj),  "  now  ys  tyme." 
Jjan  begynnef  he  to  klawe  and  to6  raske, 
And  $yuej)  Terlyncel  hys  taske.  4280 

he  klawyj),  he  shrubby}),  wel  at  hys  pay, 
And  makyb  to  Terlyncel  a  lay; 
To  hym  fat  KaUed,  he  spekc,,  8tout,y)4283 
u  whatdeuyl!  why  haf  feprest  swychhy? 


1  >e  more. 
4 


aryse. 


2  so  slowe. 
5  slownes. 


3  belle  lynge. 
6  0.  omits  'to.' 


a  Ov.         b  Cum.        c  ot  le  sain. 

d  Ne  pus  dist.il  vncore.         e  ioe  voudrai. 


t  E  nomenitwt  par  feire, 

t  Car  dune  deit  ineus  estre  blame  ; 

t  Ala  meins  vn  iur  en  la  symeine 

f  Qeb  ost  le  haut  iur  de  dymeine.        4112 


t  11  Le  perecous  oyt  sein^c  soner, 

t  Qe  le  apele  al  muster  ; 

t  "  Ne  peot  vnqore,"  dist,d  "  leuer," 

t  Pur  ceo  qe  voderae  suer.  4116 


M  G{r  Tyre_lincele/  '<  en  pes, 


Ne  couient  matins  oyr«  huymes  ; 
f  Q?^ant  orras  a  la  messe  tincler, 

Tut  a  houre  purras  leuer  ;  h  4120 

f  La  messe  sulenie?it  on-as  chanter  ; 
f  Tut  1'autre  gybelot  lesse1  ester." 


"Muli  creit  bien  sun  cunseiller 
Qe  luy  faudra  a  sunk  mester. 


f  U  Del  eglise  vent1  le  messager, 
t  Dist  qe  le  prestre  deit  celebrer  ;  m 


4124 


«  Ieo  vinC)»  dist)  «.  meintenant  ;  " 


f  Dist  tyre  lincel  gisez.         K  oy  A,  oir  B. 
h  Tut  .  .  .  leuer  B,  om.  A.         !  lessez. 
k  ^rant.         l  A.  omits  'vent.' 
m  vout  chanter.         n  nun  :  vncore  poet. 
°  This  line  is  omitted  in  B. 


blamed  for  liiat  tuition  at  J///s.s\  ,t,\,l  playing  Games  on  Sunday.    14."> 


Byd  hyin  fat  he  abyde  algate ; 
Hyin  dar  nat  syiiix  $vt  OUT  late." 
F"i-  liyin  slial  so  Goddys  seruyse  abyde 
Tyl  liyt  be  passed  oner  fe  tyde.  4288 

3yt  i"  /-auenture,  at  hys  rysyng,  <, 
Of  God  spekej)  he  no  f  y 
But  $yf  hyt  be  of  sum  vanyte 
feat  ivnnyf !  yn  hys  fogfit;-  fat  spekej)  he. 
Ami  when  he  cuwf  vnto  J>e  messe, 
hehouef  hyin  hys  here3  dresse  ; 
Ful  fewe  bedys  are  yn  hys  moufe, 
He  vsyf  none ;  fey  are  vncouthe.         4290 
And  $yf  a  frere  cum  for  to  preche, 
Of  a  dyner  were  bettyr  speche  ; 

•y f  he,  "  God  shal  alle  saue ;    [if.  *>,  col.  2] 
Do  wel;  wel  shalt  fou  haue."  4300 

Certys  fat  ys  nat  ynow, 
For  he4  dof  no  fyiig  to  prow. 
But  $yf  he  wulde  lestene  f e  frere, 
To  do  weyl  fan  my$t  he  lere.  4304 

iiyt  be  nat  fan  redy,  hys  dyner, 
i'urf  e  f  e  chesse  or  f  e  tabler ; 
So  shal  he  pley  tyl  hyt  be  none, 
A  in  I  Goddys  seruyse  be  al  done.          4308 

.  wykki'-dly  he  dyspendyf 
All«>  )•••  lyfe  fat  God  liym  sendyth  ! 

Aftyr  fe  non<',  fan  >hal  he  do 
As  he  dede  before  none  so.  4312 

he  a  lyfe  fan  shal  he  leil«-, 
1  fat  lie  shal  haue  to  inede ; 
11.-  hys  lyf"  >hal  In-  [nat]  fynde 

may  hym  of  jiync  vnbynde  ;  4316 
.ion-  li«-  hall  1o  (  ;...!  cu//uaii«t, 

P8  t"  T«Tin:ix;»u//t  ; 
II1  ys  no  more6  crystyn  man 

»  beer. 
s  He)»t 


1  ren|>.        '  tartl. 

ts  'he.1 


»  B.  adds,  '  De  oir  la  meaae  lie  ad  talent.' 

•I  „ 

r    I.H81. 


Mes  il  ne  se  haste  tant  ne  quant*     4130 
De  tute  pars  s'en  ad  grate ; 
Pater  nosier  &  credo  sunt  vblie  ; 


t  Plus  parole  de  vaniu'-, 

§  A  sun  leuer,  qe  de  seintete. 

t  Al  muster,b  si  rien  ad  prie, 

Poy  ad  sun  qeorc  dune  ;  4136 

t  Plus  peot  estre  Deu  curuce 

De  cesd  prieres,  i[e  bien  pair. 

Qwant  le  frere  vendra  precher, 
t  Master  couient  pur  IP  diner;  4140 


t  Ou  si  prest  ne  seit,  voilra*  iuer 

t  As  esches  ou  al  tabler ; 

t  Ensif  demeine  le  iur  deuant  manger, 

t  Pur  plus  outivnn'/ft  l>cu  ul»lit-r  :        4144 


t  Ap7-es  manger  *autresi 
Sun  tens  despendra  en  foli.* 


Si  bien  pe/-nth  garde,  vaillant  vn  gant, 

ne  sert  Deu  qe  Tervagant ;        His 
t  Mes  ki  creistien  »• 

•-ff  nitre  tent  vu*  fra, 

•••1  inniicr  sun  ti-ns  dnpendra  ; 

kc  aurra  f«t,  ne  poet  t : 
C'hoae  ke  deu  le  deiae  guenlonrr. 
lani  detpendra  le  fol  aa  Tie 
Kn  odroetotott  folie. 
»>  B.  S'il  prent 


146    Rich  men  v:ho  are  Slothful  in  Gotfs  Service  sliall  suffer  for  it  at  Doomsday. 


pan  who  so  kallyj)  a  blak  oxe  *  swan.'  4320 

y  dar  weyl  seye  to  hygii  and  logfi, 
yn  Goddys  seruyse  are  swych  men  slogti. 
Swych  synne  men  kalle  '  accyde,' 
yn  Goddes  seruyse  slogfc  betyde.          4324 
lord  !  what  shal  swych  men  seye 
yn  fat  poynt  when  fey  shul  deye  1 
yn  alle  here  lyfe  ne  rogfct1  |)ey  noglit 
Of  hyrn  fat  hem  ful  dere  bogfct.  4328 

Ful  gretly  shul  fey  hem  repente 
whan  fe  dome  ys  a^ens  hem  went; 
But  fan  mow  fey  do  no  bote ; 
Ylyche  logh  lyf  bofe  hande  and  fote.  4332 

Many  swyche  mow  haue  no  grace 
To  repentau?ice,  no  to  space.  4334 

Hyt  ys  no  wundyr  f  ogft  fey  haue  nou??, 
])ey  wyl  nat  grauwte  fey  haue  mysdoun, 
Yn  here  lyfe,  whyle  fey  haue  myght ;  [29,  bk.] 
And  fan  shal  God  $elde  alle  \vith  ryght. 
Ful  slogh  fey  were  when  fey  shuld  wyrk ; 

[slow] 

Yn  tyme  of  traueyle  were  fey  yrk ;     4340 

)3ey  f  oght  nat  of  fat  men  spelle, 

))at  God  seyf  yn  f  e  gospelle  : 

"  Bef  wakyng,"  he  seyf,  to  men  alle ; 

"  what  tyme  fat  ^oure  lorde  wyl  kalle,  4344 

For  fat  tyme  fat  ^e  leste  wene 

He  wul  $ow  kalle  ;  loke  30  be  clene  ; 

For  $yf  30  slepe  at  hys  kallyng 

3e  shul  nat  come  yn  at  fe  weddyng."  4348 

jjys  yche  lorde  kallef  vs  euery  day, 
wyf  f  e  prechour,  alle  fat  he  may. 
3e  are  slogh,  and  lyen  to  slepe, 
whan  $e  a^ens  f  e  prechur  f  repe ;          4352 
3e  mow  nat  come  yu  to  f  e  weddyng, — 
Heuene  blys  ys  f  e  menyng ; — 
For  $e  slepe  yn  wykked  wyl, 

1  reyghete. 


Poy  plw*  ada  de  crestienete. 


t  Deu  !  cum  il  se  repentira 
f  Al  drein  iur  q?^ant  il  murra, 
t  Qe  si  folemerct  adb  vesqui, 

En  vanite  sun  cors  despendi. 

~Dunc  p?^?•ra  dire, 


Qe  il  ne  ust  lesse  sund  gas, 


4152 


4156 


eE  plus  ame  seintete, 

E  bone  vie,  &  verite ; 

Trop  est  ore  tard,  irop  est  ore  tard ; 

Ore  su??i  lye  en  le  hard,  4160 

Pur  estre  en  enfern  dawpne 

Pur  folie  &  pur  peche.e 


a  ad  plus. 
c  alias  alias. 


b  en  le  secle. 
d  ici  sun. 


E  nette  vie  ame,  seintete, 

E  sa  grant  folie  refuse. 

Mes  dunke  poet  dire  '  ore  est  trop  tard, 

Kar  ore  suy  lie  de  .1.  mauueise  hart.' 
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Ami  wyl  nat  shryue  $ow  of  joure  yl.   4356 

$e  wene  j>at  God  shal  $ow  $eue, 

Yn  wykkfdnes,  long  to  leue  ; 

And  $e  here  seye  fat  su??i  whyle, 

Vn  swyche  hope  goj)  moche  gyK-.         4360 

A  lytyl  tale  y  shal  ^ow1  vndo 
Of  a  man  J>at  hoped  so, 
As  telly  \>  )>e  holy  man,  seynt  Bede, 
Yn  gestys  of  Ingland  J>at  men  rede.     4364 

[The  Tale  of  the  English  Squire 
«'ho  put  off  his  Repentance  till 
too  late.~\ 

fey  r  was  a  ky  ng,  '  Conred'2  he  hyght,   Atale. 

fee  Meivr  was  hys  kyngdom  ry$t  ; 

}»•  Merce  hygfet  j>an,  as  y  herd  seye, 

feat  men'kalle  now  Lyndeseye.  4368 

feys  Conred2  had  a  seriaunt, 

A  wys  man,  and  of  body  vaylaunt; 

yn  arrays  was3  a  doghty  squyere, 

yn  allo  )>e  lande  ne  was  hys  pere.         4372 

Of  a  vyce,  he  hadde  sum  dcyl, 

feat  no  man  mygh"t  trowe  him  weyl  ; 

where  fat  he  myght  make  a  wanlace,  ^J^v 

A  m  1  any  )>yng  to  )>e  kyng  purchace,      4376 

II'-  no  lette  for  no  fals  oth", 

Ne  for  wrajjfe  of  lefe  ne4  loth, 

)3  it  he  ne  made  ofte  dysheresu?;, 

An«l  h-.lv  «  li'-rche  traueylede  wtt/<  tresu?*. 

For  wrong  ne  lefte  he  nyjt  ne  day, 

But  onely8  he  serued  fo  kyng  to  pay; 

He  n<  f  .-ham.-  nr  >yniir,          4383 

i  Iv  In-  mygh't  rycchesse  wynne. 
feyr  fyl  on  hym  a  syknes6  so  stronge 
feat  ho  1  «v  yn  liy>  l»--ld.;  long. 

nftyr  betydde  a  lyte  4387 


1  0.  omit*  ')ow.' 
4  no.        6  oncly 


*  conred  0.        •  wu  he. 
*  a  nyknes  on  hym. 


t  U  Seint  Bede  cu»te,  qe  vn  home  esteit, 


[Bi-de,   Hist.  Eccl.   bk.  V,   ch.   xiii.— G.  Paris, 
Hist.  Lit.  dc  la  France,  xxviii.  198.] 


Ke  en  .  .  demeucit. 

b      N.  ii  ;  ,  fe-soit  [If.  84,  ool.  2]. 


En  vduiesce  sa  vie  meneit;*  4164 

Nepurqwant,  ioliue  vie  meneit,b 
E  mult  des  mals  feseit.b 
II  smii  vn  seitjmii"'  dreiturel, 
Qe  soue?tt  le  soutd  amonester :  4 1  <iS 

*  Qe  il,  ces  folies,  pur  Don  lessaust 
E  de  ces  mala*  se  amendast,       n*«nw,bk.] 
*  En  bone  sancte  se  fconfessereit 

\\mm  le  espace  de  sa  vie  ne  saueit  ;f   41 72 

Sun  scignur  li  loa, 

E  souent  le  comanda  : 

Mes  rien*  ne  se  ex£  ann'iuK- 

De  chose  du;ith  sun  seignwr  Tad  lo£; 

Souewt,  nepw/'-i'/ant,  prnmist  1177 

Qe  il  se  amendereit;  mes  rien'  fist 

hvin.  <•!>  in  iladie  cW  chau, 
Sicutn  I>'-u  le  aueit  puru«-u.  41  so 

Quant  ven  sa  mort  aprocha, 

o  Cist  seruist  .i.  home. 

dsol.it  ••etmatu. 

r-r  B,  and  omits  the  next  two  lines ;  omfessAUst 


de  ren.        >•  De  kawnt  ke. 


e  ren  ne. 
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£e  kyng  come,  hym  to  vysyte,  4388  t  Sun  seignur  vint,  &  luya  visita,        4182 

And  bad  hym  be  of  repentaiwce,  Demawda  '  come/it  il  fist.'  b 

And  shryue  hys  synne  for  allii  cliannce ;    * 
"  Forsake  now,"  he  seyde,  "alle  jjy1  mys- 

dede, 

And  y  shal  fynde  J>e  at  Jjy  nede."         4392 
He  seyde,  "so  shall  y  aftyrwarde; 
3yf  y  may  skape  fys  euyl  harde, 
£an  shal  y  do  oueral  ryght, 
And  $eue  me  al  to  God  almyght ; 2       4396 
But  $yt  wyl  y  do  hyt  yn  respyte 
Tyl  y  be  of  )>ys  euyl  alle  quyte ; 
Y  wul3  nat  be  foumle  so  vyl 
£at  myn  herte  were  yn  swyche  peryl    4400 
To  repente  me  for  a  lytyl  syknes, 
But  $yf  y  were  yn  harder  stres. 
3yf  y,  for  dredc,  aske  a  preste, 
£at  shame  shulde  al  day4  be  me  neste  4404 
£at  y  were  a-ferd  of  j?e  ded. 
Y  wyl  nat  $yt  do  at  J>y  rede ; 
But  lefe  syre,  laty)>  me  lye; 
Alle  J>at  ^e  seye,  me  j>ynkej>  folye."      4408 

])Q  kyng  lettyd  jjarforci  no^t ; 
To  leue  hys  synne,  efte  he  hym  besoglit, 
For  he  helde  hym  of  grete  prys 
For  )>at  he  was  bojje  dogMy  and  wys.  4412 

And  J)ys  ys  a  custu?wmable  )>yng     [leaf  so] 
Now,  wy]>  euery  lordyng,5 
Jjat,  ^yf  his  stuwarde  hy??i  oglit  wywne, 
Be  hyt  wyjj  ryglit,  or  wyj)  sy??ne,         4416 
Hym  wyl  he  holdti  most  pryue 
Of  allij  J)o  )>at  wy)>  hym  be. 
But  as  he  take])  J>erof  ]?e  frame, 
He  shal  haue  parte  of  synne  and  shame. 

J)e  kyng  come  eft  to  J>e  seriauwt,       4421 
And  bad  hym  to  be  repentaurat, 
And  )>enk  on  hys  saluacyuw, 
And  shryue  hys  synne  Jwt  he  had  douw. 

1  0,  |>e  H.        2  of  myght.        3  wide.  a  le.        b  D.  ly  en  quel  estat  il  esteit. 

4  al  day  shulde.         5  lordyng?. 
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"  Syre,"  he  seyd,  "fys  ys  my  chaunce,          t  E  il,  qe  malement  respundist,"  4184 

Hyt  ys  nogHt  my  repentaunce  ; 
For,  langer  as  y  here  lay, 

at  fe  oure  of  mydday,  4428 

junge  men  come  hedyr  to  me,  f  Curtte5  qe  vn  angle  venir  vist, 

J3e  feyrest  fat  any  man  myght  so ;  t  Trop  bealsc  &  clers,  vers  sun  lit  ; 

Me  foglit,  ry^t  whan  y  sagli  fo, 
J3at  y  felt  no  f  yng  of  wo.  4432 

Byfore  my  bedde  fey  stode  a  f  rowe,1 
And  behelde  me  as  they  shuld  me  knowe ; 
win 'ii  J?«>y  had  stonde  a  lytyl  tyde, 
J3ey  set  hem  doune  on  my  bedde  syde.  4436 
whi-n  f«-y  set  were,  furf  fey  toke 

And  shewed  a  lytyl  feyre  boke,  t  Vn  liure  en  sa  main  porta,d 

And  bad  me  fat  y  shuld  hyt  rede,  *  Qe  trop  beaus  fu,  ciw  Ii  sembla  ;e    4188 

For  alle  hyt  was  myn  ownil  dede  ;        4440       En  ceste  liure  fure«t  escrit 
And  y  fat  neuer  on  boku  coufe,  §  Tutes  les  biens  k'ilf  vnqf/es  fist. 

Alle  y  hyt  red  w/tA  opiw  moufe ;  Al  malade  le*  ad  pus  bailie, 

Alle  fe  gode  dedys  fat  eue>-  y  wrogfet,  §         *  E  qe  ilh  lust,  Tad  comande.  4192 

Alle  were  fere  before  me  broglit,          4444       Mes,  foil  apres  autre  ad  tttrn£, 
pe  leste  foght  fat  y  coulde  fynke,  |  E  rien  escrit  n'i  ad  troue. 

J>it  of  godenesse  hadde  any  blynke,  Lore  comence  a  waimenter' 

Alle  y  sagli  hyt  before  me,  Qe  bienfet  nek  pout  trouer.  4196 

For  lytyl  was  hyt  vnto  se ;  4448 

For  lesse  my$t  ueuer  haue  bcue  J 
3yf  any  man  hyt  shulde  haue  sene. 

'*  \\  lit-n  y  hadde  reddefat  y  myglit  rede,[soi«] 
\>ey  shette  here  boke,  and  furf  fey  $ede. 
Sone  aftynvard  whan  f.-y  w«-n-  i,'"in-.   4453 

Come  oufer  two,  sone  anone ;  1 1T  Metntenawt  vist  dous  debles  pen 

Klak  fey  were,  and  foul.-  .-tynkyiig, 
wyf  glesyng  y^en,  and  moufe  grennyng ; 
Jjey  come  and  stode  on  my  bedde  ;       4  I  -7 

_iit  y  wax  nygh  wode  for  dredde; 
\  turned  me  on  euery  syde, 
From  hem  myglit  y  nat  me2  hyde  ;     4460 
And  as  y  me  went  hem  to  fle 

1  0.  glo«s  „„.  ,ut.  d  porta  tut  dreit.        •  ogarder  eat 

M,i,nsk  ,tq«A.         «  le  B,  om,  A. 

a  Cil  roapundi  ke  m*leme»t  feseit.  >>  il  le.  '  K"»» 

b  £  cunte.        e  Trebeftns.  •  k  Ke  nul  beufet  n'i 
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Euer  fey  were  a$ens  me. 

But  whan  y  sagfc  no  better  bote, 

Y  lay  stylle  bo)>e  band  and  fote ;         4464 

whan  fey  bad  traueyled  me  so  wt't/t  yl, 

A  -unmde  sate  fey  by  me  styl 

Aiul  drogli  fur)>  a  moche  boke, — 

)3e  most  fat  y  cue?'  on  gan  loke  :  4468 

So  grete  byt  was  and  so  orryble, 

f  er-yn  was  more  fan  yn  a  byble ; — 

For  alle  fat  y  hauo  do  wyf  synne, 

Euery  dele  ys  wryte  ferynne,  4472 

And  euery  wurde  wtt/i  sorow  and  pyne 

Jjey  made  me  rede,  maugre  myne ;  * 

\)e  leste  wurde  fat  euer  y  f  oght, 

Jpat  vnto  synne  a-mouwtede  ogbt,          4476 

was  yn  )>at  boke  f  ul  f  ykly  dreuyn, 

was  none  for^etyn  ne  for^euyn ; 

And  alle  y  redde,  bof  e  lesse  and  more ; 

jpat  was  fe  pyne  fat  pyned  me  sore.     4480 

whan  hyt  was  redd  euerydeyl, 
))e  boke  was  sbet,  and  leyd  vp  weyl. 
jjey  ^aue  to  me  syf  en  alle  bere  entent, 
For  to  here  wylle,  y  am  alle  went.        4484 
Twey  brennyng  knyuys  fey  oute  drogli, 
And  seyd,  "  Do  we  oure  dedci  nowe ; 
Do  we  swy)>e,  and  noglit  we  dwelle, 
And  bast  we  vs  wyj>  hym  to  belle."     4488 
jjetoon  furghmyn  hede  smote  [leaf  ss,  back] 
wyjj  J)e  knyfe  fat  was  so  bote; 
J3e  toj>er  smote  me  yn-to  J>e  fete 
J?at  almost  to-gedyr  ]>e  strokes  mete ;    4492 
But  whan  fey  are  to  gedyr  y-come, 
And  haue  my1  herte  betwyxe  hem  nome, 
)5an  shal  y  dey,  and  henne2  wende 
\\itli  fese  to  belle  wzt/i-outyn  ende.      4496 
wharto  sbuld  y  fan3  me  repente 

1  myn.        2  0,  hen  H.        3  >an  shulde  y. 

a  raut  horrible  e  fer.         b  du  liure. 
c  Vnkes  a-vant  ne  out  greinur. 
'1  le  [If.  34,  bk.]. 


t  Vn  liure,  pli«  horrible  nul  pust  ver,a 
t  Trop  aueit  de  la  veueb  hydur, 
Vnqes  ni  aueit  si  grant  pour.c  4200 


4204 


4208 


t  Tu$  ces  mals  esteie?it  escrit 

t  En  cest(1  boriible  liure  qe  il  vist. 

Comande  fu  del  liure  ouerir  ; 

Meus  uoleit  celi  fu  vis  murer  ;  e 
*  Maugre  le  seon  Tad  regard  e, 

Alla$  !  tan^  mals  i  adf  troue. 

Del  come?iceme?zt  iesqes  al^  tin, 
t  Plein  fut  escrit  le  parcbemin. 


A  tant  le  bon  angle  se  retret,  [if.  uo,bk.,  coi.  2] 
E  as  maueis  anglesh  le  lest. 
L'un  siet  al  test,  1'autre  al  pee,1 


Par  mi  le  vnt  de  vne  lance  bute.k     4212 


f  "  lames  m^rci  ne  prierai ; ! 

e  voudreit  coe-ly  fu  auis  morir. 

f  tant  il  ad  de  mal.        s  treke  a  la. 

h  debles. 

i  Si  dist  ke  a  se$  |>e3  e  a  sa  teste  seaient. 

k  E  par  mie.  .  .  feru  le  auoient 
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whan  y  wote  my  IngemenU 
And,  )>ogli  y  invent  lenger  lyue. 

:ian  my$t  hem  me  for^yue ;  4500 

5yf  y  shnldr  liaue  any  grace, 
y  shulde  haue  asked  whan  y  had  space ; 
But  now  y  wote,  ys  al  to  late, 
O  poynt  of  my  pyne  to  abate.1  4504 

My  -ynnes  are  grete,  and  many  one;  t  Tro  poi  bien  fest  ai,  ceo  bien  vey."  ! 

For^euenes  shal  be  ryght  none." 

A  lie  he  tolde  J)ys  to  |>e  kyng, 

And  as-wyfe  made  hys  ••ndyng;  4508   t  A  tant  est  mort  le  deses: 

And  $ede  to  belle,  and  was  forlore  t  E  as  deables  comande.  4:M<5 

For  slogfines,  as  y  tolde  byfore. 

whan  a  man  ys  slo^ti.  and  wyl  nat  do 
pat  holy  cherche  techy])  hym  to,2          t  ">12 
A^ens  God  he  ys  fruward, 
And  yn  hys  synne  he  wexe))  hard ; 
pan  putty])  ))e  fendr  yn  hys  foglit 
pat  liys  synne  ys  lytyl  or  noght;         4516 
And  when  tyme  were,  nu-rcy  calle, 
yn  wanh"pe,  he  make))  hym  falle. 
And  alle  ys  J)ys  for  sloglifehede,          4519 
whan  man  betyme  wyl  haue  no  drede; 

tore  scyf  )>e  kyng  Salamon  t  H  Pur  ceo,  dist  Salomon 

"Be))  nat  ydul,  neurr  none,"  t  "Cesser  de  bien  t'.-iv,  deit"  mil  horn  ; 

"  dedys,  30  shul  hem  fynde,      t  Qe  biens  ad  fet,h  il  les  trou< M 
Oute  of  pync  fey  wyl  30 w  vnbynde.    4524 
he  )>at  ys  slogh  yn  euery  go«l<-  dedc, 
what  shal  h«'lpi-:{  whan  In-  liaf  ne<lr  /  f  Le  percus,c  en  qei  ee  afierat" 

]>•  li"lymaii  sjn-k)>  "f  asynin-  s?  :n'.:.",».k.,c.«]    f  U  De  accidie  VJW  dinai,  vn  ant'/-  j»eche, 
Of  •]  n  fall.-1  ynne;        4528   §  Sicum  les  sein^  n«x  vnt  cunte. 

;v  slmld  n^lit  \\vyl  d-s  t  Mcint  home  t'fif  fiuuive  do  bien; 

hym  lo))y)>  so  gretly  farto  Qe  n'est  mi.-'1  man'  /v  «le  nvisti.-n.     I-J  1 

'•n  all«;  wyse 

To  do  hyt  on  )>e  worst  asyse.  4532 

:          of  Godys  wurde  <• 
J)erof  hym  J>yiik«')>  an  hiindi        : 

1  Ute.  ,vin.  •  •  nr 

°  itenoua.  <l  i*». 

:•  roi. 
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But  $yf  he  be  at  any  pleyyng 

At  )>e  ale  house,  or  at  any  ouf  er  ianglyng 

For  to  rage  wyf  ylka  fyle,  4540 

))er  fenkef  hym  but  lytyl  whyle. 

slow 

yn  goddys  seruyse  are  swyche2  men  yrk ; 
when  J>ey  come  vn-to  f  e  kyrke  4540 

To  here  niatynys  or  messe  song, 
hem  fenkef  hyt  lastyf  ouer  long ; 
))an  shal  he  iangle,  or  telle  a  tale, 
Or  wyte  where  )>ey  shul  haue  f  e  beste  ale. 
Swyche  synne  ys  kalled  'accyde,'        4545 
yn  gode  dede  to  be  slogfc,  or  long  abyde. 

3yf  any  man  be  coupable  yn  fys, 
yn  swyche  poyntys  fat  he3  haue  do  mys, 
Be  he  hygh  or  be  he  logfr,  4549 

He  ys  yn  Goddys  seruyse  slogli. 
But  whan  men  heryn  of  fys  preche, 
J)at  god  of  swyche  wyl  take  wreche  ;   4552 
*  A  ! '  lyghtly  fey  sey,  as  hyt  may  falle, 
'  God  haue  mercy  on  vs  alle ; ' 
As  who  seye  '  $yf  he  wyl  vs  sane, 
Or  $yf  he  wyl  nat ;  late  vs4  beleue.' 

Nay,  nay,  hyt  may  nat  be  so, 
))yr  behouef  more  f  arto ; 
]3ou  gettyst  nat  heuene  so  lyghtly 
But  fou  do  yn  dede  more  why. 
Prey  hym  fyrst  he  $eue  f  e  fat  mede 
J)at  f  ou  mayst  serue  hym  wel  yn  dede  : 
3yf  fou  praye  f  us  and  syfen  wel  do, 
So  mayst  fou  come  hys  mercy  to  ; 
And  nat  yn  ydylnes,  as  $e  fynke, 
wel  to  ete  and  wel  to  drynke,  § 
And  ofte  to  swere  at  youre  wyl,  j 


t  Qwant  est  en  sa  enueisin-,:i 

t  Trop  petit  li  se?>ible  chescu?i  oure.l> 


4556 


4560 


4564 

QeafSl] 


1  0.  eury  maydegerlde.         2  swylke. 
3  0.  omits  'he.'        4  al. 


a  E  kuant .  .  emieisure. 

b  vn  grant  hure.  c  ben  le. 

d  dust  estre.  e  le  deu. 


t  De  peresce  vient,  ceoc  sache^, 
t  Q2<ant  de  bien  fere  estes  ennuye}. 


IT  Les  vns  suwt  vdifs  de  custume, 
Qe  estre  ne  dustd  nul  sage  home ; 


4228 


t  Chescu?^  dust,  nuyt  &  iur, 

Bien  fere,  pur  Deue  amur;  4232 

*  Car  chescim  deit  pa?*  resun  saner, 

Qe  grant  loer  ne  peot  auerf 
§  Par  bien  beiure  &&  manger, 
I  Par  iangler  &  par  iurer ; h  4236 

Mes  ceo  ne  peot  estre  en  mile  manure 

Qe  issi  avigne1  nul  nee  de  mere. 

Pur  ceo  trop  deuie?it  estre  blarney 

1  B.  inserts  after  this,  on  leaf  34,  bk.,  col.  2: — 
S'il  iiel  deserue  primer 
Ke  par  bons  oueres,  ke  par  iurer, 
Mes  nus  volum  le  ciel  auer. 

K  e  ben. 

h  iuer  e  rager 

E  par  autre  ioliuete  haunter. 

1  Ke  coe  auenge  a. 


Twmuiment* 


Deadly 


whan  no  man  charge))  $ow  far  tyl : 
So  come  to  heuene,  hyt  may  nat  be, 
For,  God  hadde  hyt  neuer  so  fre. 


4568 


[Against  Tournamen  t$.  ] 

urnamentys  fat  are  forbede 
yn  holy  cln-ivm-',  a-  nn-n  rede,  4572 

( )f  t'liiriiaiuentys  y  preue  f^/Timr, 

:ie  poyntos  of  dedly  synne  : 
Kyrst,  ys  pryde,  as  foil  wel  wost,  * 
Auauwti:ment,  bobaunce,  and  bost;  ||  4576 
( >f  ryche  atyre  ys  here  auauwce, 
I'rykyn.u'  here  hors  w/t//  olyprauwce.   i 
wete  fou  wel  fer1  ys  enuye  § 
whan  one  seej>  anofer  do  maystrye,2    4580 

vn  wunlys,  ofe>-  yn  d»Mlys  : 
Enuye  moste  of  alle  hem  ledys. 
Yiv  ami  wraffe  may  fey  nat  late;       4583 
( »fte  are  tournamentys  made  for  hate.  * 
5yf  t-wry  kny^t  louede  ofer  weyl, 
T"urnamente8  shulde  be  neuer  a  deyl ; 
And  certys  )>ey  falle  yn  sloglines,         4587 
)>-v  Inn.-  hyt  more  fan  God  ofer3  messe; 
And,  ferof  ys  hyt  no  dontc, 
fey  dyspemlr  im-iv  gode  fer1  aboute — 
fat  ys  $eue  alle4  to  folye— 
)3:m  to  any  dede  of  mercy.  4592 

Ami  jyt  may  nat,  on  no  wyse, 
Be  forgete  dame  coueytyse, 
For  she  shal  fonde,  on  all.  »  \ 

nni-  h«»rs,  and  liarnyse.  4r»(Jfi 

And  ;yt  >lial  h«-  maki-  su///  n.l.lH-n  . 
<  i]  bygyle  hys  hoste  fe/-  In-  >h.-d  1\.  . 

*  dotonye  also  ys  hem  aim.i 


,1. 


^-b  B.  omitH  these,  and  in  n.-xt  line  haa— 

i  A. 
d  Par  le  bobanz  I 


Gil  qe  sunt  ensia  afd.  ^  ; 
bMes  issi  ne  poum  le  ciel 
NQ  en  ioie  ou  Deu  mener, 
Si  autre  ne  fas  il  pur  ceo  luer.h 
[ no  gap  in 


153 
4240 

4844 


t  H  E  tunieimenj  seiewt  defendu^ 

PUT  mans  .^  t-n  sunt  auenu$. 
t  Lege?*eme«t  j)eot  estre  prouej, 
t  Qe  tuz  les  set  mortels  pechie^  [leaf  uu  4  iM  N 

Suent  tuz  ceusc  fole  gent 

Qe  hantewt  turneiment. 
*  U  Qe  orgoii  les  suyt,  pwr  estre  mu>tro 
||  Pur  lur  boban  qe  il  unt  mem-,'1 

eLur  orprance  mustre  al  oyl, 
|  Lur  vanite  &  lur  orgoii/ 
f"  De  autre  p/o-t,  nc  dotq  mic 
§  Qe  entre  eu^  ne  seit  envit-. 


t  II  E  ire,  qe  oaf  le  tiers  i>eclu', 

Les  suit  ausi  pur  verito/ 
*  H  Hange  morltel  ad  hi»-n  troue, 

Qe  entre  euz  est  suue/it  mustre.* 
t  II  1  lirra1'  de  peresce, 

t  Qwmit  a  peyne  veillewt  oyr  messe,' 


Pus  suwt  tutk  en  folie, 

En  vdiuesce,  en1  musardii'-. 


4260 


t  H  E  coueitise,  le  q///nt 
Les  suit  ansi1"  pur  vt-rite  ; 

t  Ceo  mustre  bien  lur  rol>«  ii  . 

t  Trichrlir,  tV   1,-rh.  : 

1  11  Le  surfet  de  Glotonie, 


•-«  Omittfl. 

.•h.—  uu  unit  autre  inaintrfiez. 
*          Haunge  mortel  «rf  lu-n  n. 

Entre  eoa  tit  mut  HOUI  nt  : 
h  Quei  TIM  (lirrai.        »  am  meaae. 

uir.          !  I 
uriip*  funi.         »  Lur  t.  c  lur  : 


4612 


4616 


4620 


t  &  le  ordure  de  lecherie, 
Les  suyta  plus  qe  autre  gent. 
Ore  oiez  cu»il)  folement — 
Sic  de  lur  vie  garde  pernej — 
Poi  pl?w  ualent  qe'1  reneie^, 
Mes  qe  ile  sunt  baptize^, 
E  crestiens  apelej/ 
Car  nule  defense  de  seiwt  eglise 
Defendre  les  peots  en  nule  guise 
Ne  rey  nul,h  ne  empereur, 
Qe  il  ne  eient  lur  folur. 
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Delycyus  metes  to  make  hem  strong ;  4600 
And  drynke  fe  wyne  fat  he  were  lyght, 
wyf  glotonye  to  make  hym  wygftt. 

3yt  ys  fere  dame  lecherye ;       [leaf  si,  coi.  2] 
Of  here  cumf  alle  here  maystrye.         4604 
Many  tymes,  for  wy//mien  sake, 
knyghteys  tournanientys  make ; 
And  whan  he  wendyf  to  f  e  tournament 
She  sendyf  \iyrn  sum  pryuy  present,    4608 
And  byt  hym  do  for  hys  leniman 
Yn  vasshelage1  alle  fat  he  kan  ; 
So  ys  he  bete  fere,  for  here  loue, 
£at  he  ne  may  sytte  hys  hors  aboue, 
]3at  perauenture,  yn  alle  hys  lyue 
Shal  he  neuer  aftyr  f ryue. 
loke  now  whedyr  swyche  tournours2 
Mow  be  kalle'd  turm  en  tours  ? 
For,  fey  turmente  alle  with  synne ; 
Jjere  tourment  ys,  f er  shul  fey  ynno, 
But  fey  leuii  swyche  myschaunce, 
And  for  here  synnii  do  peiiauttce. 

Also  y  telle  by  iustyng, 
]5er-of  cumf  rnyschefful  f yng ; 
Alle  ys  fe  toon  vrith  f  e  toufe/-, 
As  a  shyppe  fat  ys  turned  with  f  e  rof  er. 

And  fese  bourdys  of  fese  squyers,   4625 
Also  haue  fey  made  for  swyche  maners 
Of  pryde,  hatl:,  and  enuye, 
Sloghtnesse,3  coueytyse,  and  glotonye  : 
lecherye  makf  hem  alle  to  bygynne ;   4629 
Jjese  wywmen  are  partyners  of  fere  synne. 

A  clerk  of  order  fat  haf  f  e  name,  * 
3yf  he  iuste,  he  ys  to  blame,  i  4632 

Hyt  were  wurfy  fat  had  f  e  gre,  J 
Brokyn  f  e  armij,  legge,4  or  thee ;  § 
hyt  ys  forsof e,  $yf  he  so  werche, 


4272 


4276 


4280 


1T  Qwcmt  qe  ai  dit  de  turneiurs, 
t  Entende^  ausi  des  iusturs. 
u^nt  se  assemblent  chiualers 


t  Ou  en  burdi^  esquiers ; 


4284 


3  Sloghnes. 


-  tourneours. 
4  or  legc. 


a  suent  [If.  35].        b  veez  cum  il  fimt. 
c  Si  vus.        d  vale?it  plus  ke  gent. 


En  ambedous  i  ad  envie, 

Orgoil,  hauge,  &  feolunie.        [leuciu.coi.  2] 

Mes  trop  ert  clerc  a  blamer  4287 

Qwant,  pat-  sunk  deable,  ueut  iuster; 

Deu  donast,1  pur  sa  pite, 

Qe  en  iustant  ust  le  oyl  creue, 

Pur  ceo  qe  iuster  ne  lay  vrt  suffert. 

IT  Vn  autre  folie  apertm  4292 

Vnt  les  fols  clercs  cuntroue, 

Qo  *  miracles '  simt  apele  ; 

Lur  faces  vnt  la  deguise 

Par  visers,  li  forseiie,  4296 

0  Mes  de  taut  c\vn  il. 

f  de  coe  ap. 

e  Poet  desturber.        h  rey  ne  mil. 


1  ces  esquiers. 
1  Plust  ore  a  deu. 


le  nil. 
111  mut  apert. 


No  Miracle- Plays  allowd,  except  those  of  Christ's  Birth  and  //..>,•,, -cction. 

A$ens  \>e  state  of  holy  cherche.  ||         4636 

hyt  ys  forbode  hym,  yn  ^  decre, 
My r«i"  •!••-  f«»r  to  make  or  se;  * 
For,  myrucK-s  $yf  J>ou  bygynne, 
Hyt  i  yng,1  a  sygfct  of  sywne,  4640 

He  may  yn  J>e  cherche,  Jmrgfc  J?ys  resuw, 
Pley  {•••  r.-nnvccyuH, —  § 

s  to  seye,  how  God  ros, 
•God  and  man  yn  nn^t  and  los, — 
ikf  nii-n  be  yn  beleue  gode 
|3at  h^  ros  \v/tA  hVsslu?  and  blode: 
And  hi-  may  pleye,  w/t/<outyn 
howe  God  was  bore  yn  ^ole  nyght, 
To  make  men  to  beleue  stedfastly 
)}at  In?  lyght  yn  \>e  vyrgyne  Mary. 

3if  ))ou  do  hyt  yn  weyys  or  greuys, 


[lf.31.bk.] 


4644 


4648 


B>l  d.-iVndu  .'ii  ,1,-,-ree; 
Tant  ext  plus  Lj/vmt  lur  pcche.* 
1T  Fere  poent  representemcwt,  — 
M->M    «  >  -  itb  chastement 
Kn1'  office  de  seint  eglise 
Qtt^nit  horn  fet  lad  Den  seruise,  — 
Cum  Ihe*u  Crist  la  li; 
En  sepulcre  esteite  pose, 
§  Ef  la  resurrect!  u  n, 


4300 


4304 


4656 


-KJliO 


A  syght  of  synne  truly  hyt  semys.       4652 

Seynt  Ysodre,2  y  take  to  wyttnes, 

For  he  hyt  sey)>,  }>at  sofe  hyt  es ; 

]*n-  hyt  seyj),  yn  hys  boke, 

Jjey  forsake  ]>at  J>ey  toke — 

God  and  lu-iv  crystendam — 

Jjat  make  swyche  pleyys  to  any  man 

As  myracles  and8  bourdys,  * 

Or  tournamentys  of  grete  prys. 

j>ese  an-  Jj.-  jiomju-s  |?at  J>ou  forsoke,       + 

Fryst4  whan  J>ou  )>y  crystendam  t«.k.-.   : 

At  f.   i   n to,  seyj)  J>e  lewed  man,  4663 

>rsake  )>e,  here,  Satan, 
And  all--  J-y  jtompi-s  ;md  all  thy  werkys:'H 
]5ys  ys  J>y  lore,  aftyr  J>e  < •!«•] •;. 
hal  ;  ,rd,  e,  certys  n;i 

whan  Jjoii  m;iky>t  swyr-ho  a-dray  ? 
Ajens  GCK!  ^.u  l,ivk«.>t  m//n;i 
And  seruyst  joure  syre,  Termagnu//!. 

8  Isi 
rtt. 


unit. 


^ouint  i  sunl,  ni.il  e  p 

:-:ir.         c  E,,  l,..n  fetlo. 

•  EaUiteules.        *  K  f.-n- [If.  3.r.f  «•- 
«  Pur  auer  meilhir. 


t  Pur  plus  auer^  deuociun. 
M«'.«,  fere  foles  assemble^ 
En  les  rues  desb  cite^,  4308 

Ou  en  cymiters  apres  mangers, 
Quant  vene/et  les  fols  volunters, — 
Tut  dient  qe  il  le'  funf  pur  bien, — 
Crere  ne  les  deue^  pur  ricn  l-'.TJ 

Qe  fet  seit  purk  le  honur  de  Dee, 

t  Ein^1  del  deable,  pur  vi-rit6; 

t  Seint  Ysidre  me  ad  testimon^,1" 
Qe  fu  si  bon  clerc11  1« :  4316 


t  II  dist  .(•  cil  t|r  i'i.  icles 

t  Cume  lem°  fet  en  miracles, 
t  Ou  ius  qe  nusv  nomames  ein$, 
*  Ilnnlij'i  ou  turnrinnis, 

Lur  baptesme  vnt  refuse^, 
E  deu  de  ciel  reneiej  ; r 
I  Car,  si"  i>ompes  del  deablo  refuserent 
nit  il  bopteamedemandorent, 


t  Pus  rept-rnc/a  «|-  '  unt  rct'usi, 

1'      lur  foils  ius,  li  maufc," 
I   A  1  >eu  debrusent  oouenant, 

h  gn/nt  r.  .1.-.         '  ilit-nt  il  k'il. 

.i.l  t.'sinuiiM-.         "  inutesteit  IHM 

'i   Ky  haunt.-,//  Inn 

I  <!.•  >liit/  malnrez.         "  si  B,  om.  A. 

• 
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Seynt  Ysodre  seyf  yn  bys  wrytyng, 

*  Alle  fo  fat  delyte  to  se  swyche  fyng,  4672 

Or  hors  or  barneys  lenyj)  far-tyl;1 

3yt  baue  fey  gylt  of  bcre  peryl.' 

3yf  prest  or  clerk  lene  vestement 2  § 
))at  liahved  ys  furgh*  sacrament ;  467G 

More  fan  ouf er  fey  are  to  blame, 
Of  sacrylege  fey  bane  f e  fame  : 
Fame,  for  fey  falle  yn  plyght,  [if.  ai,  bk.,  col.  2] 
Jjey  shuld  be  cbastysed3  fe?-for  \vttfi  ryjt.  J 

Daunces,  karols,  somour  games,  *    4681 
Of  many  swycb  come  many  shames ; 
whan  fou  stodyst4  to  make  fyse, 
jjou  art  slogS.  yn  Goddys  seruyse  ;        4684 
And  fat  syranen  yn  swycb  f  urgh  f  e, 
For  hem  fou  shalt  a-couped  be. 

what  seye  30  by  euery  mynstral, 
J)at  yn  swycbe  f ynges  delyte  hem  alle  ? 
Here  doyng  ys  ful  perylous,  4689 

Hyt  louetb  nof er  God  ne  goddys  bouse ; 
Hem  were  leue/f  here  of  a  daunce, 
Of  bost,  and  of  olyprauwce,  4692 

]5an  any  gode  of  God  of  heuene, 
Or  oufer  wysdom  fat  were  to  neuene. 
Yn  foly  ys  alle  fat  fey  gete, 
here  cloth,  here  drynku,  and  here  mete. 
And,  for  swych  fyng,  telle  y  shal,       4697 
what  byfyl  onys  of  a  mynstral : 
Seynt  Gregorye  tellef  yn  bys  speH 
bow  hyt  of  a  mynstral  fett.  4700 

[The  Tale  of  the  Minstrel  who  was 

kild  for  disturbing  a  Bishop.] 
A  mynstralle,  a  gulardous, 
Come  onys  to  a  byssbopes  hous          A  tale 

1  0.  gloss  'to.'        2  Harl.  vestment. 
3  chastyecP.         4  stodyyst. 

a  E  cheuaus  e  h.  prestra. 
b  k'il  fet  mut  malement. 
c  De  tant  est  greingdre.  d  les  ait. 


t  f  Ki  en  lur  ius  se  delitera, 

t  Chiuals  ou  hanieis  les  aprestern," 

V.-sture,  ou  autre  ournement, 

Sache^,  il  fet  folement.1'  4332 

t  Si  vestemens  seierat  dedie}, 

Plus  grant  d'assez  e,stfc  le  peche^  ; 
§  Si  prestre  ou  clerc  le  ustd  p?*este, 
J  Bien  dust  estre  chaustie,6  4336 

Car  sacrilege  est  pur  verite  : 

Ore  se  amendent  de  eel  pecbe.f 

E  ki  par  vanite  les  ven%u??t, 

Ne  lur  fet«  pa?*t  aueru?it ;  4340 

Car  dreit  e^,  qe  consentanj 

Seient  puny  od  niesfesan}. 

U  Muses,  &  tieles  musardries, 
*  Trippes,  dances,  &  teles  folies,  4344 

Ki  plus  cih  les  bantera, 
t  Pl?/^'  ap?'es  li  peisera.1 
t  U  Si  funt  certes  li  munestrel, 

t  Qe  unt  trop  perilusk  mester;  4348 

Car  il  fuwt1  deu  vblier, 
E  la  vanite  du  siecle  amer. 
De  pechier  dunewt  encbesun,m 
Seur  seie^,11  li  fol  bricun.  4352 

Meus  les  loereie0  mendiuer, 
Qe  banter  iurp  fol  mester. 


t  H  Seint  Gregoire  le  benure 

t  De  vn  munestral  n^-  ad  cunte.         4356 


[In  St.  Gregory's  Dialogues,  bk.  I.,  ch.  ix.  The 
Minstrel  is  a  shower  of  a  monkey  and  a  player 
on  cymbals.  —  G.  Paris,  Hist.  Lit.  dc  la  France, 
xxviil  199.] 


t  Vn  iur  a  la  porte  veneit 

0  De  coe  d.  e.  le  chastie. 

f  Ore  .  .  .  pech6  B,  mn.  A. 

K  En  lur  peche  [If.  35,  bk.].         h  ici. 

1  se  repentira.         k  mcrueillus. 

1  K«r  il  funt  souent.        m  achesuns. 
n  Si  seient  suer.        °  lur  vaudreit. 
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An<l  re  )>e  chary te  ; 

)>•  porter  lete  hym  haue  entre ;  4704 

At  tyine  of  mete,  )>e  bourde  was  leyd, 
And  )>e  benesiw  shuld  be  seyd  ; 
)3ys  my nst ml  made  hys  melody 
w/t/<  gretii  noyse,  and  loude,  and  hy.    4708 
Of  ]?e  bysshope,  j>e  fame  ran 
)5at  he  was  an  holy  man  : 
)>•  liysshope  sette  hym  at  J>e  Ixnirde,    4711 
And  slmld  haue  blessed  hyt  w/tA  wurde;  § 

\sTas  he  sturbled  vritJt  )>e  mynstral,   J 
Jjat  lit-  hadde  no  grace  to  sey  vritii  '-alle 
1 1  <  graces  rygh"t  deuoutiily 
For  fe  noyse  of  J>e  mynstralsy.  4710 

J}e  bysshope  pleyned  hym  ful  sore,  [if.  32] 
And  seyd  to  alli;  j>at  were  fore, 
frit  he  ne  shulde  make  hys  nycete 

I  --fore  the  graces  of  )>e  charyte.  *        4720 
II"  sagli  hyt  weyl,  jnirgli  J>e  spryt,- 

)5at  J?er  shuld  come  veniau?*ce  astyt.3 

"  3yue)>  hym  )>e  charyte,  &  latyj)  hyw  go ; 

I 1  ••  s  de)>  ys  nygh",  fat  shal  hym  slo."  ||   1 7  -  1 
!!••  t<>k<'  diaryte,  and  toke  hys  gate;4  i 
And  as  he  passed  out  at  )>e  jate, 

A  stone  fyl  down  of  )>e  wal, 
A iid  llogfi  {'        }-•    mynstral.  \~-^ 

)?at  betokened  J)at  God  was  noght 

I  of  J>at  )>e  mynstral  wroght, 

In-  d«--turlil«-d  j).-  }>enesou7i 
And  ))••  -..dc  mannys  deuocyouw.          4732 
jjys  tolde  y  for  )>e  glemennes  sake, 

-kf  whan  )>ey  here  gle  shnld •"•  make; 

1  also  for  J>o  J>at  shuld  hyt  h- 

)>ey  loue  hyt  nat  so  d--: 


1  weyl. 

'  'w,v,.'"  " 


alatyt. 

' 


»  hoi  ••  xnenestralcie  yloke. 

.  lus  fere. 

d  laucit  .  .  aturncit. 
•  E  a  sa  gent  pwr  veir.        '  K. 


De  vn  euesqe  qe  sei«t  horn*  esteit ; 


t  Sa  munestrausi  ib  feseit 
Sicum  en  autre  luc  soleit ; 


4360 


L'euesqe  ces  mains  laua, 

t  E  al  manger  se  aturna.d 
Apres  qe  il  fut  assis,          [toaf  i«.  »*«*.  cd.  2] 
E  pain  esteit  deuant  luy  mis,  4364 

§  Q##nt  la  benecun  dust  dm 

I  Le  munestral  oy  noisser. 

t  L'euesqe  meintena/tt  se  pleineit ; 

t  A  sa  gent  al  huree  diseit,  4368 

"  Qe  ilf  pur  veir  111013  esteit 

Qe  la*  munestrasie  du/ic  feseit, 
*  Auant  qe  la  benecun,  dist,h  ai  thine, 

E  regracie  dampne'  dee.  4372 

kLe  fol  ad  fet  sa  musardrie, 
||  Pur  ceo  mort  est,  no  dutej  mie."  k 

La1  charite  luy  enueia, 
|  &  le  munestral  receu  1'a;  4376 

Mes  ausi  cuw  ilm  se  returna, 
T  iV  lnn-s  a  la  jiorte  ala," 
t  Vne  pere  du  portal 

Mort0  abate  le  vassal.  4380 

t  U  Par  taut  mi*  ad  bien  mustre*1 

t  Qe  Deu  od  luy  fu  coruce, 

t  Pur  ceo  qe  1'euesqr  drsturlia 

t  Quant  il  la  benecun  duna  ; ''  4384 

Car  munestrausie  desturbe  le  qeor 

Parfitement  do  Deu  pniM-r. 

Pur  ceo,  cum  ieo  «li^  prcmcr, 

Les  loereie  qe  ilr  lessent  tiel  mo 


Ky 


''     ,lis| 


1  grace  aio  rendu  a  «l.i 
k-*  Omitted. 

I  8a| 

II  sen  ala.        °  Frait  mort 
P  mustrv  B,  muat^  A. 

1  detturbt-it  .  .  .  .l..uait.         r  loc  lo  k'il. 


A, 


158    A  Tale  of  Jtishop  St.  Robert  Grostest  of  Liiwoln,  and  why  he  lovd  Music. 

Ne  haue  perynne  so  grete  lykyng,  Meus  vaut  sun  pain  mendier 

]3e  lesse  to  wurschyp  heucne  kyng.  Qe  Ihe*ua  Crist  corucer. 


[A    Tale   of  Bishop    St. 
Grostest  of  Lincoln,  and 
he  lovd  Music."] 

Y  shall  $ow  telle,  as  y  haue  herd, 

Of  pe  bysshope  Seynt  Roberd  ;  4740 

Hys  tonanui  ys  '  Grostest 

Of  Lynkolne,'  so  seyj)  pe  gest. 

he  loued  moche  to  here  pe  liarpe, 

For  mannys  wytte  hyt  makyp  sharpe  ;  4744 

Next  hys  chaumbre,  besyde  hys  stody, 

Hys  harpers  chaumbre  was  fast  perby. 

Many  tyines,  be  nyjtys  and  dayys, 

He  had  solace  of  notes  and  layys.         4748 

One  asked  hym  onys,  resun  why 

he  hadde  delyte  yn  mynstralsy  : 

he  answerede  hym  on  pys  manere, 

why  he  helde  pe  harper1  so  dere,          4752 

"  J)e  vertu  of  J?e  harpe,  furgli  skylle  &  ryjt, 

wyl  destroye  j>e  fendes  my^t, 

And  to  )>e  croys  by  gode  skylle     [leaf  32,  col.  2] 

Ys  }>e  harpc  lykened  weyle.  4756 

Anofyer  poynt  cumfo'rtej)  me, 
)3at  God  hap  sent  vnto2  a  tre 
So  moche  ioye  to  here  \vitJt  eere  ; 
Moche  pan  more  ioye  ys  fere  4760 

•with  God  hym-selfe,  pere  he  wonys  ; 
\)e  harpe  pe?«of  me  ofte  mones  ; 
Of  pe  ioye  and  of  pe  blys 
where  God  hym-self  wonys3  and  ys.    4764 
ftare-for,  gode  men,  $e  shul  lere, 
whan  $e  any  glemen  here, 
To  wurschep  God  at  ^oure  powere, 
As  Dauyd  seyp  yn  pe  sautere,  4768 

"  yn  harpe,  yn  thabour,  and  symphan  gle, 
wurschepe  God,  yn  trou??ipes,  and  sautre, 

1  harpe.         2  0  ,  to  H.          ::  \vone]>.  n  duz  ihesn. 


I/i  Purgatory  you  sJtall  pay  for  Sloth  in  Shriving  here.   Don  '{  ;><>/  it  off  too  long.   1  59 


yn  cordys,  an  l  «  Dd  beOjl  ryngyng, 

yn  al  |>ese,  wur.srhepe  ;<•  IK-UI-IU-  kyng." 
3yf  30  do  Jms,  y  sey  hardly,  4773 

}e  mow  here  ^oure  uiyustralsy. 
3yf  J>ou  lyggi-  long  yn  syiinc, 
And  wylt  nat  ryse,  ne  J>e/-of  blyune,     4776 
Certeynly,  for  euery  <»mv 
jjou  shalt  $elde  a-counte  ful  soure; 
For  euery  oure  j?at  )>ou  jv/-yn  lay 
Yn  pur.u'atorye  Jxm  gcst  }»y  pay.  4780 

\s  sloghnes,  and  kallcd  *  accydi-,' 
Fro  Goddys  seniyse  so  long  jre  hyde. 

And  some,  alle  }e  pve  uvllvn  abyde 
^.   .  4  ,  .     ,r  ^0. 

Of  sln-yftr  tyl  fc  l,nlyn  tyde  ;  4,84 

And  ny-n  tyl  leutyn  be  al  gone  * 

Mt-dr  t«»r  fastyng  g«-ti'  jjey  none; 

])at  ys,  for  slogtmes  ^-v  wyl  nat  ryse  ; 

:,ne,  ys  lore  seruyse.  |    4788 
And,  su/,,  IH..II,  yn  allt-  hoiv  lyue,   J 

.;\  ae  wryle  Jjt-y  h.-m  ife] 
For  Jjey  synne  alle  yn  hope  of  grace,  || 
At  here  endjng  wcne  ]>ey  haue  space  ;4792 
Dan  tenke  J>ey  to  shryue  hem  clene  :  cir.«,bk.] 
To  swyche  men,  God  Bhewefi  hys  tone.  * 

ys  seyd  al  day,  for  J>ys  skyl,   | 
-I.-  |?at  wyl  nat  whan  hr  n  ay,   +         4796 
He  shal  nat,  when  he  wvl,  [hauc  pay.]  n  $ 
And  \,r  l,y|)  many  one  ful  cuyl  to  wynne 
.ygodenesfro  vyl.  >ynm-  .    :       4800 
i  tokyn  hyt  ys2  of  swyche  a  man,  ° 
God  l.yni  d.-me  ;  for  y  ne  kan. 

And  fyr  are  ou)er  |»it  mys  dous, 
As  a  best,"  for  defaute  fat  go),  lous.     4804 

••'':»»  ""•"  '  B  )>e  wey, 

And  J).-y  wyl  «!.»  as  men  hem  sey; 


\  H.' 


beste. 


Ky  lunge  targe  sa  ooNuenai  inn. 


1  1T  Ki  targe  sa  conuerciuir1 
f  De  lessir  >un  pe«  -IK-,''  il  c>7  1>iu-un.     ! 
f  Car,  de  chesc?w  hure  (\e  \usc  gyse$ 
t  En  peche,  a  Deu  respund- 

Ki  so  afie  en  long- 

E  par  tant  ne  lest  sa  folk  4396 

Tiels  souentefei^e  suwt'1  gal>' 

E  meorgent,e  allaj,  en  lur 

^Hoi"e  Vj  J"*8 
t  De  esti-e  gabbe  se»  peot 


4404 


4408 


1!  1  '_' 


b  son  pech<  leaser.        c  vns  A,  o 

.        *  Aestregyle  nnit. 
h  seitpres.        »  panse^  .  .  peel. 


Gyseut  les  vns  en  lur  prrlu-  :' 
Le  tens  «^j  il  vnt  anant  iinu-, 
»»'»»»  l»r  ert  ai-untc. 

'  ief  le  la  fin  llf°  &l 
Clereme?ft  ne  se  cowfosse  inn-  : 
g-  (iui(1(l  (,unc  cspace  me^ 

Ytrem.-//t  se1  /v,,/fi.sscr, 
Mes  en  ceo  ne  se  deit  mil 
"Car  souewt  est  dit  en  reproiu-i. 

l^1  "I'  lVt  »"•*  i!  Pf*' 

II  in-  fra  4////nt  il  v.-ut. 

Pur  CCO)  M  Iinr|ltM18e  ben 
Chescu?*  bon  creisticn, 
Sei  cowfesser  q««nt  il  peot, 

^tt  !H>  P1}886  V^"1.  il  N 
.11  Memtn  home,  a  bien  1.  : 
:  CeQ  ueum>  ^  gi  fort,,  ft 

IT^  mie  signe  de  prod 

Si  tielp  est  troue  p///-  cn>tnnif. 
H  Sign.-  «•>•/,  Mr  ih  m  ^auur. 

K  dc  pniu-  p///-  ueir  se  pc«.t  di. 

Kl  :l  1(1.n  fl.,,  .  IM,  IM.(|I  nu,  ,  , 

«    II,,:.,.  ,,,   l,  -,t  a  niinohaler 
Le  prou  sun  scignur  am: 

k  Pur  ben.        '  De  m-i  outreement 

'»-«  Me«che«contedeitpurpen«cr[lf.86fcol.  1]. 
De  aei  confeater  Unt  cum  il  poet, 
Ke  ronfessiun  ne  ly  t  t  il  noet 

»  Mes  maint.        "  Heirait  unit  fort  de  ly. 

>'  Ky  tens.        i  oeluy.        r  ben  fere. 

•  amener.  l  dtMM 


160   The  Parson  who  doesn't  rebuke  his  slothful  Flock,  shall  pay  for  it  at  Doomsday. 


A  tokyn  hyt  ys,  )>ey  shul  haue  grace  * 
To  come  to  God,  and  haue  space.         4808 
And  he  may  hope  of  euyl  endyng  j 
)?at  none  may  to  Gode  brynge.   | 

A  slogh  messager*',  hys  wylland, 
J)at  charged  ys  wy)>  lordes  erand,  §      4812 
3yf  lie  go  nat  as  he  ys  sent, 
He  ys  wur)>y  to  be  shent.   + 
Man  j>at  wel  spedyj)  liym  yn  dede,  * 
And  messager  smart  at  nede,  ||  4816 

]3ey  shul  stonde  byfore  J>e  kyng,  1 
And  haue  mede  to  here  askyug. 

A  persone  ys  slogh  yn  holy  cherclie  j 
)3at  on  hys  shepe  wyl  nat  wercho          4820 
How  }>ey  shul  hem-self[e]  ^eme,  °Q 
And  God  and  holy  cherclie  to  queme. 
))e  hyghe  shepard  shal  hym  blame, 
how  he  latejj  hem  go  to  shame.  4824 

3yf  he  se  yn  any  J>yng 
)5at  J)ey  haue  defaute  of  chastysyng, 
But  he  teche  hem  and  chastyse  so 
feat  |?ey  forward  better  do,  4828 

For  hem  he  shal,  at  j>e  assyse, 
Be  ponysshed  before  j>e  hygh"  lustyse. 
Also  behouej)  hym,  for  hem  pray, 
feat  God,  of  grace,  wysse  hem  be  wey.  4832 

3yf  any  of  hem  defaute  has,  [if.  32,  bk.,coi.  2] 
And  he  may  helpe  hem  yn  fat  kas, 
And  wyl  nat,  for  vnkyndhede, 
But  late  hem  perysshe  j>er  for  nede,      4836 
Fill  harde  a-cou/ite  shal  he  ^elde 
feat  he  my^t  helpe  whan  he  ne  welde. 
3yf  he  kyndly  vndyrstode, 
Of  hem  he  haj>  al  hys  gode ;  4840 

a  A  b.  d.  est  cil.         b  nel  deit  pas  aprouver. 
c  s'il  B,  om.  A.        d  s'il  uel  veut. 
e  vnkes  ren  ben.         f  p.  en  defet. 
8-8          E  ausi  deue}  ben  garder 

Si  vnkes  lessates  a  nunchaler. 
h  Si  fet  le  aue$  tu  deies.         *  Cum  de. 
k  en  bosoing  ben.         }  bistement. 
m  Deueroient  d.  le  roy. 


Qe  bon  dreit  est*  a  blamer 

Si  il  est  a  ceo  customer.  4428 

NVpHj-qwrnt  ne  deit  vblier 

Qe  a  tort  ne  deit  ren  auer  ;b 

Mes  s'ilc  a  dreit  sun  prou  peot  fere, 

Perecus  e*^,  on  il  le  deitd  quere.        4432 

1T  Si  ren  vnqes  biene  comewcastes, 

E  defet  pur  ennuyf  le  lessastes, 

Chesciw  peot  clerement  ver 

Qe  de  peresce  uient  le  desturber.       4436 

g^I  Bien  ausi  garde  pcmej, 

Si  a  nu?ichaler  le  lesse^,^ 

Message  qe  v/w  fu  charge  ;        [leaf  112,  coi.  2] 

Car  bien  dussej  estre  blame.11  4440 

A  tant  vaut  asne  enueer, 

Qe1  perecus  fere  messager. 

Home  bosoigntM  bienk  espleitant, 

&  messager  tost1  alant,  4444 

Dussewt  deuant  le  reym  ester, 

Qe  dignes  swit  de  bon  luer. 

H  Persone  de  eglise  negligent, 

Peche  d'asse^  plus  greuement,  4448 

Si  il  lesse  de  enseigner 

Ceus  qe  il  ad  a  gouerner ; 

Ou  si  il  lest,  ([uaut  veit11  mester, 

£113  reprendre  pur°  chaustier.  4452 


1T  Persone  ausi  ne  deit  lesser 
t  Pur  ces  parochiens  prier ; p 
Ou,fi  si  il  ne  fet,  acupe  serra 
Al  iur  quant  Deu  iugern.  4456 

If  Sache  qe  dunqes  acunte  rendra 
rCome?it  il  despendu  auera 
Les  biens  qer  prist  de  sei?it  eglise, 
En  bons  oes  ou  en  male8  guise.         4460 
51  Si  eglise  seit  bien  seruie,fc 
Ces  urnemen^  ne  li  faillent  mie,u 
Si  ces  ben  od  poures  ad  parti  ;v 
Si  nuw,  pur  ueir  il  ert  hony ;  4464 

Car  six  poueres  seofre  morir  de  feim, 

11  il  veit  [If.  36,  col.  2].         °  Eus  dur  r.  e. 
P  Ses  ivtrochieus  souent  precher.         <*  E. 
r— r  Cum  il  les  biens  d.  a.     Les  queus  il. 
•  I'n  bone,  ou  en  mauueise. 

I  Si  sa  e.  s.  scruie  bien. 

II  K  de  aurnmen}  il  faille  ren. 

v  E  ses  bens  ore  poueres  ait  departi. 
x  si  A,  om.  B. 


Parents  must  chastise  naughty  Children.     Tale  of  a  too  indulgent  Father.    101 


For,  God  seyf  yn  fe  gospel  fys, 

Ypbreydyng  hem  when  bey  do  mys  : 

J>   inylk.-,  fe  wulle,  fey  wyl  receyue ;  4843 

And  s\ffen  fe  shepe  fey  wyle  late  weyue. 

Holy  wryte  >wyche  men  holdes 

A-J  wyld«:  \vulu-s  lnvk yng  foldes. 

•  •he  a  persone  ys  ful  slogli, 
Be  he  hygh,  or  be  he  logli.  4848 

ii  or  wouiman  fat  haf  a  chylde 
pat  wyf  vnfewys  wexyf  wykle, 

vl  bofe  myssey  and  do, 
Chastysment  behouef  farto  ;  4852 

lint  ;  i  istyse  at  $our*  my$t,  J 

lie,  ellys,  for  hem  yn  pi 
divide  vnln.i 

iyle  chastysyng,  and  syf  fen  lore, 
pus  seyth  fe  wys  kyng  Salamonw         4857 
T"  nit'ii  and  wy///men  euerychonw, 

vie  ^e  fat1  ?oure  chyldryn2  be  a-ferd, 
3yuef 3  hem  fe  smert  ende  of  fe  $erde ; " 
And  tedief  hem  gode  fewys  echone  ; 

ur  jow  bi-eke  hem  no  bone.  4862 


II  lur  porte  desur*  sun  frein  : 

k'Ses  parochiens  uiuiir  de  freid, 

E  il  ne  voiHe  auer  nul  susfreit;1'       4468 

Kn  pompe  &  en  vanite 

Sa  vie  ad  tute  demene, 

De  ces  parochiews  n'ad  nul°  pite, 

Mes  de  sun  ventred  ad  tut  pense; 

t  Trop  e*^  negligent  gouermir, 
Tant  vodra  nient  un  tiel  pastur. 

t  U  Home  ou  fe7»ine  qe  ade  enfan}, 
Enseiner  les  deit,  def  estre  vaiH;i:  ;.  1  17»p 
E  les  prendre  deit,  «j^/nt  ilK  mesiWMt,  CJJ^ 

J  Vbatre,  par  tant  chastie^  serru;/t. 
Car,  ki  ad  enfant1*  esparnie 
Pur  ceo  qe  de  luy4  ad  pit^, 
II  ne  cyme  miek  sun  enfant, 

§  Car  perdu  purra  estiv  p«o-  tant; 

t  E  ceo  mw  dist  Salomu/i 
Qe  fut  si  tre  sages  horn.  4484 


chyM.-l. 


urtfl 

E  en  pompe  e  en  vanite 
ait  tut  sa  vie  demene. 
M \\DLYNO    bY 


!  77,,  T«l.  of  the  F<tt/i<'rtl*<tf 

not  chastise  his  Child.] 
y  shal  $o\v  telle  a  wundyr  fyng         A  tale. 
)p.it  fyllf  lor  defaute  of  chastysyng  :      4864 

;  Gregory  tellef,  fat  mm -li«-  km, 
a  folii  husbu7z<lf  man 
iiatede  a  chyl«l«-  Jjat  h«-  fur^-  broght 

11  y,  for  In-  rh;ist\vl  hym  n 
J)y«  chylde  was  wurfy  for  to  blame,     4869 
:t«-  he  cursc.l  Co-lilys  name  ; 
us  do  a^ens  hys  wyll.  , 
irsede  Goddys  name  wyf  ylle.      4872 


[St.  Gregory's  Dialopits,  bk.  IV.  ch.  xix.— G. 
Paris,  in  Hist.  Lit.  de  la  France,  xxviii.  199.] 


t  II  Seiwt  Gregoire,  la  pape  de  Rome, 
t  Cutt/e  en  sun  liure  de  vn  fol  home 
t  Qe  aueit  vn  ti$  •!«•  m'/lt  ai 
t  Mes,  folfiii' -ni  «i//<njt  nel  chastia,"1     4488 
t  L' enfant  esU-it  • 
t  Le  mm  nox/re  si-ignur  nmu«li«  i 
Mil  rii-n  li  auint  M 


pas. 


0  ne  ad.  "  vi 

0  ky  ait  f  i»»r. 

(  6ou  k    ''tit. 

h  la  verge  ad.         >  del  enfant, 

'  Kv  -  il  iMutameit 

voleitflf.  36,  bk.]. 
M 


162     Tale  of  the  too  indulged  Fatlier.     Rich  men  have  Shrews  for  Sons. 


Seynt  Gregory  tellyf  hyt  wyf  grete  eye  ; 
But  as  he  seyj»,  fan  dar  y  seye. 

))ys  yche  chyld  [sone]  aftyrward 
Fyl  yn[to]  a  syknes  hard  ;  4876 

J)e  fadyr  hadde  \>erof  pyte, 
J)e  chyld  he  daunted  on  hys  kne, 
And  hadde  f arfor  mochu  kare 
Jjat  he  sagfi  hys  chylde  so  fare ;  4880 

For  hyt  began  to  braye  and  crye 
As,  f  ogfr  hyt  shuld  al  to-flye. 

)3e  fadyr  asked,  why  hyt  so  ferde, 
( >r  what  hyt  sagfc,  or  what  hyt  herde.  4884 
J)e  chylde  seyd  * '  blake  men,  blake, 
Are  aboute,  me  to  take  ; 
Me,  wyf  hem,  wyl  fey  lede, 
Y  ne  shal  skape  for  no  nede."  4888 

Yn  fe  fadrys1  bosum  hyt  wulde  hym  hyde, 
But  fe  fende,  fat  yche  tyde, 
Refte  J>e  saule  vnto  helle . 
)3an  began  fe  chylde  to  jelle,  4892 

And  cursed  onys  Goddys  name, 
And  deyde,  and  $ede2  to  helle  with  shame. 

feys  yche  chylde  fat  y  haue  of  tolde, 
was  but  fyue  wyntyr  olde.  4896 

j)us  f  e  chylde  fat  was  so  $unge 
was  lore  for  faute  of  chastysynge. 
But  fe  fadyr,  fat3  no  gode  coufe,         4899 
My}te  haue  chastyed  hym4  -with  moufe, 
Stoutly,  for  euery  a  lak, 
And  bete  hyt,  whan  hyt  so  spak. 

Oueral  y  se  f ys  custome  wonys ; 
Ryche  men  haue  shrewed  sonys, —      4904 
Shrewys  yn  dede  and  yn  sawe, — 
why  ?     For  fey  haue  non?ie  awe. 
Yn  hys  $ouf e  shal  he  mysseye 

1  faders.          2  weiite. 

8  0.  omits  'J>at.'          4  hyt. 


t  Horrible  chose  e^  a  cunter. 


t  L'enfant  apres  enmaladi ;  * 

t  bMult  fut  dolent  SUM  pere  pur  luy ; 
t  Sur  ces  genol^  lec  leua, 
E  duceme?zt  le  solaca ;  4496 

t  Mes,  de  crier  &  de  braier, 

Ne  pout  1'enfant  apeser.d 
t  Souewt  li  ade  demande 
f  '  Qei  il  vist,  pur  qei  il  ad  tant  m'eV  4500 
t  L'enfant  sunf  pere  respundi, 
t  "  Qe  neirs  homes  vindrewt»  pur  li ; 

P?'endre  me  veiHe?it,h  &  amener ; 
t  En  nule  mane?'e  les  pet*  eschaper."   4504 
f  En  le  sein  sun  pere  uoleit  entrer, 
t  Mes  la  deables  i  poutk  trouer ; 


t  A  tant  Deu  ad  maudie, 

t  E  Talme  del  cors  est  ale.  4508 

De  cine  an}  esteit  nent  auant 
f  Cest  mal-auenter?^  enfant. 


t  f  Si  sun  piere  1'ust  bien1  chastie 
Qwant  folement  ustm  parle,  4512 

De  li  ne  fu  mie  si11  ale 
Cum  nus  vus  axLwn  ore0  cunte. 


a  maladie  aueit. 

b  Son  pere  pur  luy  doleut  esteit. 


c  1'enfant.        d  ateiser. 

e  fiej  1'ad.  t  al. 

K  neire  gent  veneient.         h  volent. 

»  m.  pur.        k  la  ly  coueint  debles. 

1  le  eust.        m  aueit.        n  issi. 

0  nus  auom  ici. 


ffovj  Fathers  excuse  tlmr  Sons'  Faults.     Tale  of  Eli  and  his  bad  Sons.     163 

And  skorn.   uujvr  by  }>e  wt-ye  ;  4908 

})an  sey))  )>e  fadyr  "  J>ys  chyldys  wurde  [ss;t] 

hal  nat  ley  alle  yn  hurde." 
And  3)'f  he  lerne  gylerye, 
Fals  wurde  and  feynt  trenlyng1  wttfc  ye,2 
J3;it  halte  hys  fadyr  a  queyntyse  4913 

And  of  slygfc  wyt,  to  knowe  )>at  wyse. 
3yf  he  do  ska)>e  gladly  w*t/i  fygfit, 
J)an  sey}>  )>e  fadyr  "  he  shal  be  wygfit ; 
He  shal  be  hardy,  and  no  man  drede,  4917 
He    begynnej)    be   tyine    be   dogfity3   yn 

dede." 

I  Jut  rygfit  so  shal  hyt  of  hem  falle 
As  dyd  of  Ely  sonys  alle.  4920 

y  shal  $ow  telle,  to  preue  my  sawe, 
what  t'yl  yn  )>e  oldi;  lawe.4  A  tale 

yn  J>e  byble  hyt  telly)),  J)^rt  touchej)  swych 

)>ynges, 

yn  }•«•  holy  boke  of  kynges ;  4924 

And  wryte  hyt  ys5  opiiTily, 
Of  a  patryark,  syre  Ely. 

[The  tale  of 'Syre  Ely '  and  his 
ivicked  Sons."] 

)3ys  Ely  was  a  man  ry$t  ryche, 

Aii-1,  to  hys  chyldr^n  ryght  blyche;     4928 

h«-  hadde  twey  sonys,  fat  ys  no  les, 

*Ofnee'  tlie  toon  hygfit,  |>e  tou)>er  'Fynees.' 

))e8e  twey  chyldryn  dyd  ful  wykkedly 

'!'<>  nun  and  wmium  J>at  J)oy  come  by ;  4932 

r.s,  robbours,  and  lechoure, 
Sk'.ni,  i,,  and  idso  auoutouw ; 

•  |>e  temple  come, 

here  offryng  from  hem  J>«y  nome.         4936 
J>ese  wymmen  come  to  syre  Ely, 
And  pleyned  hem  of  grete  vyleynye, 
4  |)at  hys  sonys  were  vnhende, 

4  dawe  O.  h«w  1  (dotted  tinder)  and  d  written 
orer.  •  yi  )«re. 
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hem  also  for  to  shende.  4940 

0  defaute  was,  fey  by  hem  lay ; 
A-nofer,  fey  bare  here  offryng  away.' 
"  Do  ferof  sum  chastysyng, 
For  f  e  loue  of  heuene  kyng  ! "  4944 

Here  fadyr  Ely  )>an  was  wo, 
For  fat  yche  fame  shulde  of  hem  go. 
Ely  kalled  hys  sone,  "  Of  nee         [leaf  ss,  back] 
And  Fynees/come  $e  to  me  !  4948 

Sones,"  he  seyde,1  "  $e  are  me  dere ; 
y  bydde  jow  bof  e,  on  feyre  manere, 
]3at  30  leue  30111*6  foly  dedes, 
And  ouf  er  foly  fat  jow  ledys ;  4952 

Y  here  of  30 w  fonle  fame, 
|3e  folke'  seyn  $e  are  to  blame ; 
Y  rede  $e  leue  alle  swych  foly, 
)3at  y  of  $ow  here  no  more  cry."  4956 

Jjese  chyldryn  were  strong  and  stout ; 
Of  fadres  byddyng  fey  hadde'2  no  dout, 
But  were  shrewys  for  f e  more,3 
Or  werse  fan  fey  hadde  be  byfore ;      4960 
And  God  was  wrofe  wyf  here  mysdede 
J)at  fey  ne  lefte  for  no  drede ; 
And,  God  was  wyf  Ely  wrofe, 
For  he  dyd  hys  sones  no  lofe,  4964 

To  chastyse  hem  wyf  fyn  awe 
And  with  f  e  smartnes  of  f  e  lawe. 

Jjarfor  toke  god  hys  veniaunce 
Of  hem,  and  mo,  for  fat  myschauttce ;  4968 
He  lete  f  e  fals  Phylystyens, 
fee  folk  of  Isret  to  werre  a^ens. 
Ely  and  hys,  fey  gu?me  assay le, 
And  outcome  hem  tweys  yn  batayle.  4972 

ftese  Phylystyens  fat  hadde  f  e  maystry, 
Beleuyd  on  Dagoura,  a  maumettry. 
On  a  god  fat  fey  kalled  Dagouw, 
Beleued  fe  Phylystynes  echoim.  4976 

Jjarefor  hyt  was  but  Goddys  suffraurace 

'  he  seyde '  0,  H.  omits.         2  had  >ey. 
3  for>erinore. 
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)tat  shewyd  why  j>ey  hadde  swych  chaunce. 

J3e  folk  of  Isr>  t  had  foght,  and  sygfcte, 
For  )>ey  were  twyys  scumfygfcte  ;         4980 
J>ey  ordeyned  licm  on  alle  wyse 
liow  f  i-y  si ni Ide  best  to  batayle  ryse, 

•is  )>e  Phylystynes  for  to  go, 
And  hern  dysoumfyti:  and  slo.  4984 

JM-V  ordeyned  hem  for  to  here  [if.  ss,  bk.,  col.  sj 
Goddys  arke  wit//  hem  yn  to  were.1 
Kly  sones  were  stoute  and  stark, 
And  were  chose  to  here  Goddys  ark  ;  4988 
For  reuewnce  fey  ded  hyt,  of  Ely, 
And  for  Jjey  were  of  body  doglity. 
Goddys  ark  was  of  swych  manere 

"ii  niakt-  now  shrynes  here.          4992 
yn  J-ys  ark  wi-iv  J>re  )>ynges 
J)at  men  jaue  to  here  offrynges ; 
J3ar-yn  was  M<>yses  table 
whar-on  God  wrote  J)e  la\vi;  stable ;      4996 
And  Aarons  ^erd,  and  a  potte  of  golde : 
iJese  )>re  relykes  J>ey  helde  fill  holde 
Vn  |?f  i><>tt«-  was  a  tloure, 
whytc,  and  swetc  of  al  sauoure,  5000 

ixalK-d  '  auwgelys  mctc  ' 
)5at  <  I...1  ^afc  )?e  folke  to  ete 
whan  J't-y  \\«-iv  yn  wyldernes 

wyntyr,  yn  luml  stres.  .">004 

))e8e  f>viiji.:-  fan  IMP-  Kly  sones 
yn-to  )><•  l.atayle  )>at  $yt  of  num.-. 

))••  j'hyl ystyens  come  hem  for  -  to  assayle, 
An.l  M..-J,  ,:{  yn  l.atayl*'.         5008 

And  lauy  —  ln-.l  (i^My-  ark  J>ere, 
And  slogti  )>e  folk  J>at  J>or  were, 

f"  r.-lyk\  WIMV'  ynn.-  : 

All.   were  lore  for  fe  sonys  synne.       5012 

;,.,!,• 

whan  Jv  folk  to  )>••  l.atayle  fore, 
trin]. 1.-  dore 

1  0.  glow  'Uteyle.'        »  0.  omita  ' : 
b..)v.  ..  j^r. 
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yn  a  cliayre,  and  was  herkenyng 
Fro  J>e  batayle  sum  tydyng,  5016 

On  what  manere  Jje  folk  shulde  spede, 
For  of  Goddys  ark  lie  had  grete  drede. 

One  come  rennyng  hastyly, 
And  brogfcte  )>ys  tydyng  to  Ely  5020 

)3at  hys  sonys  were  bo)>e  slayn, 

strenkjj 

And  Goddys  ark  vrith  myght  and  mayn 
was  bore  away  for  euermore.          [leaf  343 
Alas,  )>e  sorow  J>at  he  hadde  J>erfore  !  5024 
whan  Ely  herd  jjys  euyl  tydyng, 
For  sorowe  he  gan  hys  handys  wryng, 
And  fyl  bakward  of  hys  chayre, 

nekkc 

And  brak  on1  two  hys  swyer;  5028 

And  of  hys  hede  he  brake  J>e  bone, 

brayn* 

)3e  harnes  lay  vpp-on  J>e  stone. 

£ys  ychu  tale  ys  no  tryfyl, 
For  hyt  ys  wryte  yn  J>e  bybyl ;  5032 

And  to  $ow  y  telle  hyt  here, 
3oure  sonys  to  chastyse  and  to  lere,3 
jjat  30,  ne  J)ey,  be  nat  shent 
For  defaute  of  chastysment  5036 

Bodyly,  yn  j>ys  worlde  here, 
And  aftyr  J>at,  )>e  soule  so  dere. 

)3enkej>  on  Ely  and  on4  hys  sonys; 
And  to  gode  $oure  chyldryn  wones.     5040 
For,  rygfct  so  as  hem  gan  tyde, 
Swyche  as  J>ey  were,  )>e  same  mow  byde. 
Of  slogfrnes  J>ys  ys  )>e  assyse 
whan  jjou  wylt  nat  betyme  chastyse.   5044  [leaf  1*2,  bk.,  coi  2] 

3yt  ys  jjyr  an  ydulnes, —  t  H  Un  autre  peche  v^'  voila  cunter, 

A  grete  vnwysdom  for  soj>e  hyt  ys, —  De  peresce,  qe  fet  a  duter ;  4516 

whan  a  ^unge  man  dragh5  lyte  on  lenkj>e,     t  '  Qwcmt  home  veltb  meus  suffreite  auer 
And  wyl  nat  trauayle  yn  hys  ^ungfe,6  5048    t  Qe  vn  poy  pur  sun  viure  trauiller.' 
Ne  lerne  hym  craft  for  to  wynne,  Souettt  le  ueum  auenir, 

Yn  hys  age  to  leue  wel  ynne.  Mes  nepurqwantc  mwlt  fet  a  hayr  ;  4520 

1  >er  on.         -  0.  omits  the  gloss.  &  Ore  vits  voil  avant.         b  Kuant  uult. 

3  0.  gloss  'teche.'        4  0.  omits  'on.'  c  Nekedent. 

fi  3en)>e. 
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me  Jjenkfjj  liym  ful  slogfc  ;  Bien  pus  suffrir  sa  mal-ese 

Hys  }>ryfte  \vyl  nit-lte  away  wtt/j  snogli.  5052  Qe  rien  ne  veut  suffrir  pur  auer*  ese. 

A  inl  )>ogh  a  man  haue  ogfit1  erytage  Cest  peche  drein  cunte 

Jjat  he  may  lyue  wyj)  weyl  yn  age,  Est  ignauieb  apele.  4524 

Certes  $yt  beliouej)  hym  lere 
Manhede  and  curtesye  yn  fere.  5056 

detyre 

A  man  hys  manhede  shal  jeme 
hymself  and  hys  meyni-  to  gouerne. 

)3us  sey)>  )>e  kyng  Salanion,  ±  Encuntre  parole0  li  sei/it  horn, 

And  )>ese  holy  men  echone  ;  5060       Si  fet  li  sages  Salomon. 

ys  an  ydulues  yn  here  lyfe,  [if.  si,  coi. »] 
Alle  J>at  oujjrr  man  or  wyfe 
TiuuayleJ)  for  )>e  lyues  fode, 
And  lytyl  for  )>e  soules  gode.  5064 

Jjogfc  J)ou  trauayle  alle  fat  Jjou  may, 
Xe  be  jjou  neue/-  so  ryche  ne  gay, 
But  J)ou  serue  God  yn  alle  J>y  ]>ogfit 
Jjat  Jjy  soule  to  heuene  be  brogfit,        5068 
Sykyrlyche  alle  ys  hyt  but  lore, 

:  etc  trauayle  syn  J)ou  were  bore  ; 
All.-  for  slogfithede  IKJ  tolde  hyt  shal, 
To  werche  al  day,  and  lese  hyt  alle.  5072 

3yt  us  J>yr  an  vnkynde  sloghjjhede,  t  II  ^I«-i/<t  t->7  si  dcsnaturel, 

man  vniie)),  for  no  gode  dede,  Qe  graces  ne  rend  a  Deu  de  ciel       4528 

\\-\\  wursdi.-j.  (;<..!  dt-rwrj)ly,  Des  bens  (\e  franchme?it  Tad  dune; 

But  more  Jjarfor  a^enshym  ly.  5076       Ceo  ost  vned  maueise  poi-hr. 

And2  mayst  J)ou  )>e  so)>u  se 
Of  rychi:  men,  how  stout  )>ey  be ; 

iany  one  )>at  he  ^yfj)  to  rychesse, 
Of  God  and  man  J>ey  ^yue  no3  lesse.    5080 
3yf  he  jyue  to  any  hys  ryglit  lemes,4 

f,  no  man  $eue5  nymes. 
loke  alle  )>y  ly  ;md  hondes,  t  Regardej  vos  \» •'. 

'  yl  vndyiM.Mi.ly~          5084       E  tuj  lea  membres  q«  vtu  auej ;         4."».TJ 

)>o,  t  Si  def  tuj,  mcster  ne  oiej, 

)3.ink  hym  n.>|><  r  yn  w.-L-  no  \v. ;  f  Deu  ia  ne  regracicj. 

3  >e.  •  fere  pur  eatre  a.        b  A.  ignorance. 

4  l|»«*  o  Cuntre  ooe  jmrlent 

4  Sache;  ooe  eat  tre. 
•  mains,  bran,  &  peez.        f  E  si  de  eat. 


168    Some  Men  are  unltinder  tlian  Dogs.    Others  love  Cattle  more  than  Christians. 

And  $yf  fou  mayst  forbere  nouw, 

punk  fan  hym l  of  euerychoim ;  5088       II  Ki  \Aiis  souent  li:l  mercie, 

y  rede  we  fanke  hym  of  euery  poynt,  Plus  grace  receuera,1'  ne  dutej  mie.   4536 

Syn  we  may  nat 2  forbere  f  e  lest  loynt. 

jy*  }J*  ys  a  slogfcf  ehede  yn  f  ys  synne  ; 
Ynkynde  men  are  alle  Jw-ynne ;          5092 

yn  sum  man,  vnkyndehede  ys  so  rank  t  U  Aucunsc  siwt  de  si  dur  qeor 

pat  he  ne  may  cwrne  no  man  fank  t  Qe  a  nul  homed  poewt  gre  sauer 

For  no  gode  dede  fat3  men  hym  dous.  t  Pur  honur  qee  lur  face,  nef  bien ; 

A  dogge  ys  kynder,  fat  gof  lous,          5096    t  Ceo  ne  frait  mie  ceHes  vn  chien  ;      4540 
For,  $yue  a  dogge  fryd  part  hys  fode,  t  Car  si  bien  li  fetes,  il  vus  amera, 

And  he  shal  euer  weyte  f  e  gode, 
And  euermore  be  wyf  fe,          [leaf  31,  back] 
For  lyfe  ne  def  wyl  he  fle.  5100    t  E  sur  sa  mort  pur  veil's  irra  ; 

By  fys  skyl  mayst  fou  se  how  Ceo  est  apele  '  desnaturesce/  4543 

An  hounde  ys  kynder  fan  art  fou ;  Qe  est  vn  peche  encuntre*  homesce. 

And  $yt  may  hyt  preuyd  be 
pat  fou  art  as  vnkynde  as  he.  5104 

Of  f  e  hounde,  fys  y  fynde, 
pat  most  he  hatef  hys  owne  kynde ; 
For  that  yche  hounde  fat  hym  gat, 
Most  of  alle  hatef  he  fat ;  5108 

And  hys  modyr  he  hatef  also  ; 
He  byt  here,  $yf  he  may  cum  here  to. 
$yf  $e  vndyrstonde  kan, 
pus  faryf  hyt  of  a  4  vnkynd  man  ;        5112 
For  he  louef  more  an  oufer  kynde, 
And  farto  ys  wel  more  mynde, 
J)an  he  douf  fat  yclie  flesshe 
Of  whos  kynde  he  cum  forfe  ys.5         5116 

A-nof er  f yng  $yt  ys,°  ^yf  fou  $eue  kepe, 
pat  many  loue  more  nete  and 7  shepe 
pan  he  douf  hys  emery stene, 
Or  of  hys  harme  wyl  oght  bemene.      5120 
And  fys  ys  a  grete  vnkyndnes, 
And  also  a$en  manhede  hyt  ys ; 8 
And  sloghfehede  wel  for  to  proue, 

1  hym  >an.        a  ne  may.        3  >at  0,  >an  H.          a  Mes  sachez  ky  souent  Ten. 
4  an.  8  ysse.  6  0.  omits  'ys.'  b  receiuera  graces.  c  Mes  les  vus. 

7  and  0,  ]>an  H.          8  es.  d  a  null  ne.  e  ke  horn. 

f  ou.  8  cuntre. 
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Ynkyndly,  and  lowe,  to  lone.  5124 

3yf  j>ou  art  yn  godfl  wyl 

<  Jod,  and  K-ue  alle  yl, 
nte  )>e  nat,  for  no  feyntyse, 
Ne  be  nat  heuy  to  hys  seruyse  ;  5128 

|X>u  shuldyst  rafer  to  J)e  dej)  turn»« 
AT  J>ou  shust  wyj?  hys  seruyse  scorne. 

$yf  ))ou  bygynne  weyl,  y  rede  )>ou  ende, 
For  fyrst  and  last  j>ou  fyndyst  hy///  heiul- . 
And  3yf  Jjou  hygynne  any  )>y  5133 

J}enk  what  shal  be  )>e  endyng. 
For  fogli  )>ou  serue  God  to  pay. 
Alle  Jjy  lyfe,1  bo))e  nyjt  and  day,         5136 
And  at  )>e  laste  ende  of  )>y  lyffe  [if.»i,bk.f  coi.2] 
j)ou  fallyst  ajens  hym  yn  stryffe, 
So  )jat  J>ou  yn  )>at  yche  synne 
Makyst  fan  J>y2  endyng  ynnc. 
(jod  forget  alle  J>y  gode 
Of  hym  ferfor  gest  J>ou  no 
Ryght  so  ys  he  to  J?e  redy 
whan  j?«>u  wylt  leue  alle  J>y  foly, 
Ami  come  to  hym  w?'t//  repentauip •••. 
yn  My s  lie  make))  ^y  puruyaunce. 
At  )>e  ende  shal  boj>e  dede  and  f ogfit 
Sh«-we  hym  self  how  hyt  ys  wroglit.    5148 

N.   1»c  nat  )>ou3  sorowful,  y  \>c  forbede ; 
-emyjj,  yn  Goddys   seruyse  }&n  j>ou 
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And  divdr  wyl  niak«-  a  man 

i<»  J>e  seruyse  )>at  he  ho^li. ;  ">  1  ">- 

wrue  liym  gladly  \vtt/t  lonely  cln 
)5an  ys  )>y  seruyse  to  hy//'  «1> 
Jjus  techy^  vs  Dauid  | 
|>e  sautyr,  wunlys  s\\ 


1  lyue. 
3  |»ou  nat. 


)«nii<-  j-vii. 
4         .' 


*-*  Ne  hon  del  •eruine  deu 
Met  par  tat  fere  le  s< 
Km  ky  tute  M  vie  srrai  le  .-i 
E  al  orffl  i"'ir  ae  rcj>ent< ; 

:  jH-nloreit  ; 
Nitl  ne  est  si  foN  cum  ccly  scrrcit. 


t  H  Home  qe  comence  Deu  seruir, 
t  Ne  se  deit  mil  hure  repentir ; 

t  »Mwlt  dust  certes  meus  voler  murir 
t  Qe  hors  del  seruise  Deu  issir. 


t  Car,  ki  le  ust  serui  a  tute  sa  \  i  . 

t  Si  al  drein  se  prist  a  repentie, 
Trestut  sun  trauail  ad  pe>xlu, 
Xnl  est  plus  fol  qe  ceoluy.  l 
Si  vush  garde  pernc;, 
Issi  deit  °  par  resun  estre  i 
Car,  sicu///  iiw*  die7it  li  bon  diuin,'1 
e<  Chescune  chose,  aoltin  sa  fin, 
Bone  on  male,  deit  estre  iu. 
1!  <le  fin  deit  estre  renome  :  ' 
Ceo  dist  li  philosophe  do  creistienU-  : 
En  nus  vee^  meme  ceo.e 

U  Ne  trist  deitf  estre  en  sun  s»  /-ui-.-. 
Car  ce  ne  uelt  Deu  «-n  nule  gwtse  ; 


t  Leenic/a  !«•  deit  <  lir>«-u//  seruir, 
<,»«•  al  regne  de  ciel  n.-lt  vcnir. 

id  amonesUe, 
t  Dauid.  !«•  p/-"ph«-tf  d.i.'//pnr 


>>  £  si  nw  bone  [leaf  .'.:]. 

a  Karc«  H*  lygmnl 

•  Chescune  chose  erf   foe  aohi'i   la   tin  :    and 
then  omits  the  next  4  lines. 
<te  nedeit. 
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"  Xe  be  nat  proude  bogh  )>ou  weyl  dous, 

bostc 

yn  )>yn  herte  to  make  a  rous  " 

Jjat  )>ou  holy  lyfe  ledys, 

Yn  fastyng,  or  yn  alnies  dedys.  5160 

J?e  fyrst  ys  oner  mochii  drede, 

]3e  tou  per  ys l  proude  hauncenhede. 

Holde  fe  euene  hem  betwene, 

Nat  oue>--drede  ne  ouer-wene.  5164 

No  make  no  sorowe,  ne  myslyke, 
Jjat  wanhope  Jn  J?yn  herte  styke ;  * 
For  )>at  ys  )>e  werst  poynt  of  alle  ;  J 
To  helle  fyt  hyt  doj>e  )>e  falle.  5168 

Sloghenes,  hyt  wyl  J>e  grope 
To  brynge  j>e  yn-to  whanhope ; 
Sloghnes  yn  alle  gode  dedys, 
Ys  as  moche,  as  sum  men  redys,          5172 
As  fogh  fou  shryue  ]>e  of  a  synne, 
And  j>enke  no  niore  to  falle  jjer-ynne. 
3yf  |>ou  be  slogfr,  and  heuy,         [leaf  353 
And  doust  no  gode  dede  of  mercy,       5176 
))us  seyj)  God  yn  hys  gospel, 
)3at  "  )>ou  art  to  me  a  voyde  vessel." 
Ful  lyght  fan  art  ))ou  for  to  turne 
A^en  to  synne,  and  to  soiurne;  5180 

)5an  art  J>ou  wersci  fan  Jiou  was, 
]>ounde  vn-to  Satanas ; 
|5an  wylle  Satanas  begywne  to  jirykke, 
And  whanhope  yn  J>y  horte  stykke.     5184 
whanhope,  God  shelde  vs  J>ar-fro, 
hyt  steryf  a  man  hy??i  self  to  slo ; 
So  ded  )>e  treytur  ludas, 
And  forsofe,  wurj>y  he  was.  5188 

why  was  he  moste  wurjjy  ] 
For  he  hadde  wanhope  of  Goddys  me/*cy ; 
For  he  wende  )?at  God  ne  wulde 
Haue  for^yue  hym,  )?at  he  2  liym  solde. 
SyJ>j)en  loked  God3  vpi>on  ludas,        5193 


IT  Nepwqwant,  dissoluciuna  4567 

Eschiure  en  SUM  semise,  deit  chescuw. 


t  En  mileu b  \iis  tene^ ; 

t  Tristc  ne  seie^,  ne  trop  lee}. 

I  H  De  accidie  vient  le  g/'ant  peche 

Qe  n'ert  iames  pardune  ;  4572 

Qwant  home  ert  desespere 
*  De  la  grace  dampnetl  Dee, 

E  sau$  repe?itance  finist  la  vie, 

Perdu$  est  san^  fin,  ne  dute$  mie.     4576 


t  De  cest  peche  vent  qe  l'eme  oscist, 
Trop  desespererf  de  Ihesu  Crist ;       4578 


1  0.  omits 
3  Ihcra. 


2  lie  0,  god  H. 


a  eschure  dissoluciun.        b  En  mene  tuz  iours. 
c  Trop  triste.  d  de  dame. 

«  horn  se.  f  se  d. 


God  is  ali.1'"  'I  M>  / 


Christ  forgave  the  Thief  on  the  Cross.     171 


\>  who  sey,  "aske  me/*cy  for  fy  tresj 

For  $yf  he  had  asked  hyt  any  syfe, 

Lho-u  hadde  graiuited  hym  asswyfe;   5196 

For  hys  mercy  fayled  nogfct 

To  any  man  J>at  hym  besogfct. 

Syn  God  wulde  haue l  be  to  hym  so  fre, 

))an  ys  he  redy  to  fe  and  me :  5200 

whyehe  tyme  2  ]>ou  wylt  liy//?  kalle, 

For  hys  defaute  foil  shalt  nat  falle. 

I'. •  f?'-nke  fe  weyl  of  )>e  fefe 
))at  loued  nat3  God,  no4  was  hym  lefe, — 

was  1  Kinged  on  a  tre  5205 

Bysyde  Ihom  for  vylte ; 
he  spake  o  wurde  at  hys  endyng. 
••  l..nle,  liaue  on  mo  menyng  !  "5  5208 

And  asswype  he  wan  Jje  prys, 
And  was  sent  yn-to6  paradys. 
he  was  )>e  fyi-stfe]  )>at  hyt  wan 
Syn  Adam  lost  hyt,  oure  formest  man.  5212 

Er  was  J>at  J>efe  yn  paradys      [leaf  35,  cd.  23 
J3an  allo7  prophetys  fat  were  of  prys. 
J)at  J>efe  8all«-  mam-re  wys  dyd8  synne, 
And  neuer  ere  leuyd  Ihe*u  ynne  ;         5216 
For  a  wurde  fat  he  spak  so  myldiily, 

\>  pes,  blys,  and  me?-cy. 
And,  J?arfor,  dysmay  )>e  noght 
For  no  )>yng  fat  fou  hast  wroght ;       5220 
For,  liam?  fou  do  neue/'  so  mykyl, 
Ne  be  so  fals,  ne  so  fykyl, 
Ne  ley  fer-ynne  so  long  whyle, 
An-1  do  all.-  Jiiam-r  sy/mes  vyle,  "»L'L)  \ 

3yf  foil  wylt,  yn  stp-nkf.-  and  hele, 
))y  sywne  forsake  and  n  it  '  \\-yf  dele, 
-»r,, \\-  ,,f  li.-rt.-  and  n'-pi-ntai: 

1  w/t//  lytyl  pfiianwoe. 
God  seyf  fys  wurde,  to  shew  vs  fe  wcy, 
41  y  wylfat  noni;  synitd  d.-ye; 

liy.-h  tyiii.-  "t  \\hni. 


Plus  plein  ost  Deu  de  beneirete, 
De  misericorde  &  de  pite\ 
Qe  ne  eat  mil  home*  des  pei 
Ne  fust  ia  si  plein, — ceob  M 


1580 


»  ke  null  horn  e«t  M  si  |>U  in. 


"    in.'Ii: 

•  0.~«"  7  alle  )*. 

"-*  Jwt  dede  al  maner.        *  i 
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To  leue  hys  synne  he  slml  Imue  space, 
Ami  turne  a$en  to  lyfe  and  grace  ;       5232 
what  so  euer  lie  haue l  done, 
y  wyl  nat  hys  dampnacyone." 

To  $yue  a  sample,  a  tale  here  lys,  A  tale 
feat  vs  telle))  seynt  Dyonys.  5236 

[The  Talc  of  the  Priest  Carpus's 

Vision,  and  hoiv  merciful  God  is."] 

Seynt  Dyonys  of  Frau?ice  seyj>  Jnis  : —  § 

hyt  was  a  prest  J>at  hyglit  Carpus  ; 

feys  prest,  jmrgli  prechyng  and  sawe, 

Broglit  a  sarysyn  to  crystyn  lawe  ;  J  5240 

A-noJ>er  sarasyn  of  paynye  * 

Hndde  fcrwyf  grete  enuye, 

And  turnede  jjys  man  to  hy?»  a^eyn,  ° 

And  oure  crystyndom  was  alle  veyn.    5244 

feys  prest  jjarefor  was  sory,       || 

And  hatyd  jjys  man  fehmly, 

And  preyde  God  he  wnld  hym  sende 

Dampnacyuw  w/t/i-outyn  endc,  5248 

For  he  J)e  crystendom  forsoke, 

And  to  a  fals  beleue  hym  toke ; 

Fast  he  preyd  yn  hys  atent,      [leaf  ss,  back] 

Jjat  God  on  hym  veniaimce  sent.  |        5252 

And  God  J>e  prostys  prayere  herde, 

And  shewed  \\ytn  ])at  he  mysferde. 

jpys  prest  lay  yn  hys  bede  a  ny^t, 
And,  gostly,  he  sagh  a2  syglit; —         5256 
he  sagfi  a  swyj>e  merueylus  brygge 
Oner  )>e  depe  pytte3  gan  lygge, 
fee  plank  j?at  on  J)e  brygge  was, 
was  as  sledyr  as  any  glas ;  5260 

But  yn  J?e  put  J?at  was  J?er-vndyr, 
he  sagh"  so  moche  sorowe  and  wundyr, 
Of  fendes  fele  J?at  )?ere  wore, 


[Frmn  tlic  Legend  of  St.  Dionysius  tJie  Arcopagite.] 


_  .eiemplnm. 

S  IF  Lie  martir,  sei7it  Denis  de  France, 
Cunte  encuTitre  desesperance,  4584 

1  Qe  iadis  esteit  vn  prodom, 
Prestre  fu,  Carpus  out  nun. 

||  Cest  prestre  esteit  mwlt  coruce 

*  Ouesqe  vn  home  malure,  4588 

°  Qe  aueit  vn  creistien  peruerti,* 

{  Qe  ceo  Carpus  outb  conuerti. 


t  Mwlt  pria  Deu,  pur  sa  vertu,   [ieafi«,coi.«] 
|  Qe  de  luy  vengast  sun  ennuy;c         4592 
i  Volunters  vodreit  qe  fust  dampne, 
Cel  home  od  ki  esteitd  coruc^. 


haue  lie. 


putte. 


Deue  li  mustra  par  auisiun 
Ou  esteit  eel  cheitif  horn  : 

Outre  vn  puj  trop  merueillus, 
Mwlt  fu  horrible,  &  parfun^/ 
f  Les  ores  del  punt*  furewt  glacant, 


a  out  vn  c.  reueiti.        b  out  A,  om.  B. 
c  ky  Tout  esmu  [If.  37,  col.  2]. 
<l  Cely  oue  ki  il  fu.  e  Bien  A. 

f  Indus.         8  puz. 


4596 
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v  tokle  moche,  $yt  were  }er  more. 

But,  shortly  to  telli-  fro,  5265 

fee  man  J  he  sagli  on  J>e  brygge  go 
Yn  ful  grete  perel  and  kare, 
And  «'u»r  yn  poynt  to  mysfare  ;  5268 

Vn  poynt  he  was  to  falle  adowne,  ?; 
<  >f  hys  hede,2  formest  )>e  crown.-. 

fee  fendys  J>at  were  yn  |>e  pytte  || 
Smote  vpwarde,  $yf  )>ey  my$t  \\yrn  hytte  ; 
Ami  addres  bete  \\yrn  by  )>e  fete.          5273 
fee  prest  sagli  J>at,  and  ful  weyl  lete  ;  | 
He  preyde  God  J>at  he  shuld  falle 
1  »uwn  yn-to  )>e  fendys3  allc,  5276 

And  f'  /•,  w/t/t-outyn  endc  be, 
*  For  he  turned  away  fro  )>e.' 

whan  J)e  prest  had  seye  )>ys, 
He  loked  vp  to  heuene  blys  ;  }  5280 

Hym  foght  )>e  rofe  was  cloue  yn  two, 
And  j?e  sky  opened  also, 
And  of  Ihesu  he  hadde  a  sygfit, 
How  he  was  on  |>e  rode  dygfct  ;  5284 

He  sagfi  hys  wundys  alle  blody, 
And  spak  to  hym  ful  sorowfully, 

"pus,"  he  seyd,  "se  wyj>  J>yn  yne 
what  y  suffred  for  mannys  pync  :         5288 
Man  to  saue,  y  lete  me  slo,      [ieafS5,bic.,...i.  ••: 
why  wust  )>ou  dampnii  hy??i  to  wo?  * 
why  hast  jx>u  hym  so  moche  wtt/t  ylle  ? 
And  for  mankynde  y  lete  me  spylle     5292 

h  ird-  p.i<sy..u/<, 
l>lode  y  jaf  for  hys  raunsun  ;  || 
why  wust  |)ou  he  hadd«-  hdle  fere 

le  boght  hym  so  dere?  5290 


I  i  t<*  Paganism,  and  who  he 

"llld  Iw  .l;ililll<l. 

3  vnto  >e  deaeles. 


*  de  chair  .  .  d. 

b  Ke  .  .  .  trebuchej  H,  om.  A. 

c  ly  dedeinj  le  puz. 

d  Durement  coraenco  den  a  ] 

0  PUM  en  le  pn)  trcbuchcr. 


I   1  V'-st  fu  a  chair,  le  teste  auant »       4600 

Cest  home  du»t  auuwt  par 

Car  wpens  esteient  entur  ces  \ 
iu//lt  foreiii»'/it  les  vnt  lie$, 

Ke  en  le  pu$  est  pres  trebuche;.1'     4604 
||  E  deables  lur  croks  vist  geter, 

Pur  luy  en  le  puisc  trainer. 

Quant  le  prestre  Carpus  ceo  vist, 
|  Mult  duremtwt  se  enioist.  4608 

De  long  oil  comewca  regarder, 
t  Quant  en  le  puis  dust  trebuchier  ; 

Mult  durement  pria  Ihetra  Cristd 
t  Qe  ceoluy  en  le  puis  chaist.6  46 12 

En  vne  mesun  al  hure  esteit, 
Qe  alf  suuiet  en  dous  fendeit ; 
I  Vera  murat  ad  Carpus  garde ; 
t  Le  ciel  ceo  li  fu  vis  perec6,«  4616 

t  Ihftfu  Crist  sur  le  cielh  gtseit, 


t  Ces1  cine  plaies  a  luy  musti 

t  Le  prestre  od  clere  voi$  ad  ap« 

t  E  qe  vers  li  gctastk  comai  4620 

*  "  Voster  corn;,1  pur  <jei  en  li  gete$, 

Pur  ki  ioem  si  greumi'  ;/t  fu"  j- 

Par  tiint  ad  Carpus  reproue, 

Pur  qei  il  vodera  q»j  il  fu  d  1624 

||  Qe  il  achata  de  sun  sam-  <  '. 

Quant  il  se  lessa  en  croi$  jM'iu-r. 

H  Pus  ad  dit  tres  ducvmrnt. 

Pur  ro//fort«-r  tut4?  gent  : 


-t  de»>  suttVir 
Pur  h.iiur,  -  i  -.i-n-ir  ;  [lf.Itt,bk.] 

'        Auis  ly  fu  kc  en  vue  inctiim  etteit 

Al  hotm-  I 

c  auis  IWTC^.  •*  en  le  air.        l  Sat. 

k  B.  gardat    l'a<l  :    in    margin,    'geteMt,    \\e\ 


1  Son  coniz,  e  cliit.        ">  ioe  B,  om.  A. 

•'    rst.'i,-  SI  p:ifli|.-,.t. 

k.l 

•ur.  'i  T.!.'  jH-in,.  |,,.    }|,.m,.  \. 
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$yt  were  y  redy  man  to  beye,  $  Si  vnqore  veisse  qe  fust  mester 

Er  man  wtU-outyn  ende  shulde  deye.  t  En  tiel  manere  home  sauuer."  4632 

But  y  haue  shewde  hym  so  moche  yn  dede 

\\iifi  my  wundes  fat  J>ou  seest  blede,    5300 

fat  y  f  arfor  ne  wulde  nogfct 

Lese  }>at  y  so  dere  haue  bogfct. 

A$ens  me  ne  fyndef  he  no1  skylle, 

But  $yf  hys  owne  wylle  hyt  wylle.       5304 

Jjogh  he  be  nowe  a^ens  me  went, 

3y  t  kepe  y  hys  amendement  ; 

jjarfor,  vrith  gode  deuocyoun, 

Pray  for  mannys  saluacyouw."  5308 

)3an  Carpus  Ranked  God  almygfct 

)3at  he  hadde  herde  and  seye  fat  sygftt. 

Jjarfore  shul  we  be  f  ul  mynde  Chescuw*  se  garde  de  desesperer, 

To  serue  hy?ra  fat  ys  to  vs  so  kynde,    5312   f  Pur  ke  sertb  seignur  si  naturel. 
And  shewe  Inytn  lone  whyle  we  be  here 
For  fat  he  love))  vs  alle  so  dere, 
)}at  he  ne  wulde  leue  eft,  for  drede, 
To  deye  for  vs  $yf  we  hadde  nede.       5316 
Ne  be  we  slogh,2  but  sone  vpryse, 
Ke  drede  vs  fan  on  no  wyse, 
But,  hope  alle  to  gode  endyng, 
And  serue  fat  mercyable  kyng,  5320 

))at  hys  mercy  be  to  vs  lent 
At  f  e  day  of  lugemement  ; 
Amen  !  so  mote  hyt  betyde 
To  kepe  vs  fro  slogfcnes  and  accyde  !    5324 


[OfCovetousness,  5th  Deadly  Sin.]    f  t  flttint  ptep  \\mtd  tst 

~lk  "T"ow  shul  we  speke  of  couetyse,  [wyse.    t  f)Te  couient  dire  de  coueitise, 

\\\     How  hy3  ys  haunted  on  wykked   f          Qe  muj  funtc  en  meinte  guise.  4636 
JL  1     Coueytyse  ys  fe  fryst  vyce;    [leafse] 

))at  streyte  ys  holde,  y4  halte  auaryce.  f  'Auarice'  le  apele  meint  hom, 

Coueytyse  ys  of  vs  echone,  5329       Mes  ceo  est  la  destinctiun  ; 

But  auaryce  wulde  haue  echone. 
Coueytyse,  ys  desyryng  of  f  ogfrt, 

1  0.  omits  'no.'        2  nat  slogh.  a  Dunt  ch.  b  Pus  k'il  ad. 

3  he  [hy  ?  for  A.S.  hto,  fern.,  or  the  t  of  hyt       c  est  destiwcte. 
omitted.]  4  0.  omits  'y.' 
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But  auaryce,  wulde  fat  none  had  oght.  5332 
Coueytyse,  cumf  of'rwhyl«-  of  gode; 
But  aiiuryo'  wyfdrawyf  mannys  fode. 
Coueytyse,  to  gode  men  raowe  hyt  charge  ; 
But  auaryce,  ys  nofer  gode  ne,  large.    5336 

Coueytyse,  ys  of  wylle,  as  ys  a  bayte,  f  Qe  coueitise  ost  en  purchacant, 

But  auaryce,  ys  nygiu/  haldyng  strayte;  f  E  auarice  en    r.  tmant.                       4640 
Coueytyse,  cumj>  of  kynde  of  blode  ; 
But  auaryce,  ys  nofe?*  kynde  ne  gode.  5340 
As  y  kan  telle,  f  ys  ys  fe  assyse, 
\  XL-  auaryce  and  coueytyse. 

Here,  y  aske  at  fe  bygynnyng,  t  U  Al  comenceme7it,  bien  vee$ 

}yf   fou  wit//  wrong  jerned  ofer  mennys  f  Si  de  autre  a  tort  rien  auej 

fyng,  5344 

Or  falsly  p?*rchased  :  f«t  ys  grete  synne,  f  Qe  faucemewt  as1'  purchace;; 
So  wit/*  wrong  mewnys  gode1  to  wynne. 
3yf  J>ou  wzt//holde,  and  jelde  hyt  noght, 

Auaryse  to  liellii  haj)  )>e  broght.            5348  f  P^r  coueitise  dvwc  as  peel  u  ;              4644 

Vn  J  J>y  lyfe,3  y  rede  )>ou  ^elde  hyt  a$en,  f  Rendre  arere  le  couient 

j)y  saluacyuw  ys  elles  alle  veyn.  t  Si  \vs  fetes  c  seurement. 

3yf  \>OVL  madest  euer  any  delay,  t  IT  Peraej  ausi  garde  g/v/nt 

Ami  ledyst  one  lyte  fro  day  to  day      5352  f  Si  mil  home  alastes  enlacant  '            4648 

wit/«  J)y  wurdys  pryuyly,  f  Par  vos  paroles  priii<-ni 

Or  perauenture  al  on  hy,  f  Ou  par  auenture  apartement, 

For  to  haue  hys  fyng  w/t//  wrong,  f  Qe  vt^  del  seone  vssez  a  tort, 

Euyl  coueytyse  fou  mengest  among.    5356  Repente$  vtw  deuant  la  mort  ;           4652 

)3ogh  )>ou  broghtest  hyt  neuer  to  d«-d»',  Tut  ne  venist  le  effect  f  apres, 

3yt  ys  fy  wylle  moche  for  to  dredc.  Nepurq?/ant,  fere  lo  di-m-?  i;uues.« 

Or  ^yf  fou  dedyst  euer4  )>y  my  §  U  De  chaitn-1'  i-uist-r,  v/w  bien1  gai 

i  chartrc,  fat  ys  grete  plyglit.  §  Pur  nule  chose  qe  coueite^,k 

s  a  dede  of  trcsu//                         5361  f  Car  ceo  s^rreit  horriblo  j»  ••••!.  : 

vtl"  t'lllv^1  Repentejvt«,8ifetle 

(  hi),-r  ..f  lun.l,  oujxjr  of  rmt,  I  ,,.  repentance,  signo  vrrni 

Ofer  of  oufer  gode  )v/t  God  man  haf  lent;  Est  seurement,  sicum  ieo  ci 

lint  Jx.u  J?r  IM-VIIC  nyjt  ami  -lay  [»6.  coi.s]  53G5  f  Si  tute1  vo<r/re  peine  mctej 

To  am.  n.l«-  fat  charge,  $yf  fat  fou  may,  '«;  lo  chartreh  seit  am.  -n  -1.  •;. 


2  0.  omits  'yn.'        '  lyuc.  c  nol  feri*  raw. 

ciwr  dedatt  •  dywryfcun.  h  chmrtra  Bt  chmrite  A.  '  ben  THJ. 

.k  kapur  ceo  gainer  powe. 


»  erf  en.  '•  tu.  c  feir  voles.  '  Ke  tut 

d  ncun  al  .  .  dclaiant.  •  le  aoen. 
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5368 


5372 


5376 


3yf  hyt  no  be,  )>ou  art  to  blame  ; 
(  )rdeyned  to  )>e  ys  moche  shame. 

3yf  )>ou  yn  batayle,  or  in  fy$t, 
Toke  ogfit  of  man  witA-oute  ry$t, 
Aii'l  namely  of  relygyuw,  ^ 
])Q  harder  ys  J>y  synne  douw  : 
And  but  Jjoii  sone  amende  J>e, 
parfor  mayst  j>ou  acumbred  be  : 
Hyt  ys  wurpy  hywi  for  to  dere 
jjat  holy  cherche  wyl  uat  forbeiv. 

3yf  pou  of  rychesse1  be  wel  beforne, 
And  a  $ere  or  two  holdyst2  py  corue  \ 
Jjat  pou  my^t3  selle  hyt  ry$t  dere,  % 
And  to  helpe  pe  pore  pou  wylt  nat  here, 
Salamon  seyp,  pat  moche  kan,  4.          5381 
)?ou  shalt  be  weryed  vriih  many  man  ;  || 
For  pou  ^yuest  myys4  to  $ete5  ° 
)3at  was  ordeyned  to6  numnys  mete  ; 
For  who  so  wyl  hys  myys  wel  fede, 
And  spare  hyt  fro  pe  pore  at  nede, 
hyglily  shal  he  go  a-lone 
To  pe  deuyl,  body  and  bone. 

3yf  pou  haue  of  ovfyer  tresour, 
More  )>an  susteynej)  Jjyn  onour,  — 
Syluer,  elopes,  or  oujjer  store,  * 
Or  of  ouj>e/§  pynges  more,  — 
3yf  J>e  pore  for  defaute  deye, 
And  ]?ou  uiayst  hym  helpe,  y  seye, 
)pou  are  a-couped  of  )?ys  vyce 
Of  coueytyse,  and  of  auaryce  ; 
And  before  God,  of  j?eft,  a  pefe, 
And  for  hys  dejj,  of  slaghter  grefe. 

3yf  foil  yn  falshede  so  moche  }ede, 
For  coueytyse  or  for  grete  mede  5400 


5384 


5388 


5392 


5396 


1  ryches. 
:J  mygutest. 


5  ete. 


2  haldest. 
4  3yfet  mys. 


for. 


a  ioe  di.        b  est6  auez. 

Ov  al  poure  tollisk-s  ren 
ou  del  cors  mesfeise}. 

a  Ov  B,  om.  A.     u  cuwt  fet. 


t  Si  nu?i  diH  ve/Teimewt 

Qe  il  ne  VM^  peise  mie  finenuwt.        4664 
t  U  Si  en  bataille  torcenuse 

Futes  vnq^s  b  a  mil  houre, 

°Qe  de  aucuu  poure  rien  tolistes, 

Ou  de  sun  cors  li  mesfeites ; c 
§  Oua  do  home  de  religiun 

Rien  pristes  cumee  felun  ; 
t  De  ceo  vus  repentise^,f 

Si  estre  ne  vole$  encuwibre^. 

Car  en  Deu  sunt  protectiun 

E  poures  &  gent  de  religiun. 

51  Chescun  Deu*  corucera, 

Qe  a  torth  de  eu$  rien  p/rndra. 

11  Home  qe  custumablemewt 

lletient  chose  trop  longement, — 
|  Cum  ert  veu1  ble,  pur  plus  gainer, 
°  Pur  duner  sori$  a  manger, — 
||  De  meint  home  ert  maudie^, 
1  Ceo  dist  Salomon  li  sene$  ; 

Pus  qe  a  gent  le  blek  sustrest, 
o  Les  sori^  maleme?it  peist,1 

Q^mt  a  beiure  ne  les  pwueit 

Car,  Deu  mespaie,  si  Deu  me  eyt ; 

A  beiure  dust  les  sori^n  duner 
t  Pur  haucement  a  deables  aler. 

*  H  Vos  dras  qe  ue  vole^  user. 

Vendre  les  deue^,  ou  duner ; 

Ne  les  Iesse3  su^0  vus  muser, 
t  E  les  poures  de  freit  miirir,  4692 


t  Ou  de  auarice  sen'e$  acupe 
t  De  Deu  qe  plein  ert  de  equite. 

II  Vee$  bien  si,  pur  pour, 

t  Purp  auer,  ou  pur  amur,  4696 

f  Tendrement  vus  repeutez. 

K  Deu  one  chescun  se.  h  Ky. 

I  veil.  k  le  ble  B,  om.  A. 

E  soriz  e  ras  manger  le  lest, 
Malement,  ras  &  soriz  pest. 

III  This  line  is  omitted  in  B. 

II  a  ras  et  soriz.  °  sur. 
i'  Ov  pwr. 


« 

4669 

4672 
4676 
4680 

4684 
!l 
4688 


Widcd  Laivyers  and  false  Accounters  shall  go  to  Hell.   Unmerciful  Stewards.  177 


To  consente  to  a  fals  luggyng,  t  Faus  iuge  futes  a  mil  iur, 

<  >r  hyredyst  a  voket  to1  swyche  fyng,  t  Ou  aduocat  ou  assessur;* 

Or  myghtyst  haue  sturbled  hyt,  &  wust   t  Ou  facine  desturber  poej, 


Hi  it  for  coney  tyse  fe  wrong  were  wrogfct, 

•dial  God  challenge  fe,  5405 

]3at  <lay  fat  f«»u  lugod  shal  be. 

A-  t'->r-  lordynges  cunseylours,  § 
wykkfd  logystrys  or  fals  a-coimtonrs, 
))ey  ne  recche  of  no  ry$t  f«  y,  5409 

nore  fe  lordynges3  fan  do  fey; 
<  'unseyl  to  wykked  lawes  fey  $eue, 
So  fat  fe  pore  men  mow  nat  lyue  :      5412 
Jjarfor,  fey  and  here  lordyngys 

moche  wr<»n«j  yn  many  f yngys ; 
Jjarfor  shul  fey  and  here  cunsayl 

.  helle,  bofe  top  and  tayle.  5416 

Many  man  ys  broglit  ful  bare 
l'"i  cunseylours  fat  coueytous  are ; 
And  many  a  land  yn  grete  erronrs 

•  :ier-turni»d  fnrgh  cunseylonrs.      5420 
hem,  sty \vard'-s  mow  be  tolde, 

courtys  hold.-, 
For  nyrhand  <-u<?ry  a  styward, 
))e  dome  fat  fey  $eue,  ys4  ouer  hard  ;  •">  1  _  1 
And  namely  to  fe  pori;  man, 
greue  liym  alle  fat  fey  kan. 

to  mercy  wyl  hy///  « Ira  we, 
he  seyf,  he  shal  <l»  hym  bnt  lawe  ;      5428 

vho  so  shal  f  e  lawe  alle  do, 
And  no  mercy  do  far-to, 

.    i-ran.' 

"xl  whan  he  wuld<-  im-rcy  liauo  ;  5432 
For  jyf  God  shal  d«'ni-  \v/t//  ! 

no  man  come  to  heuene  ly^t. 
furgh  grace  and  hys  in« 
are  we  Baued  certeynly. 
for.        «  Of.        »  lonlea.        4  y§  jcue. 

u.         >'  HeudeU[lf.  38]. 
I>LTNO   8TNNE. 


t  E  pur  tort  fere  nel  volie$,  4700 

Mwlt  deue^b  estre  a  dreit  blame 
<mt  pour  ne  auez  dec  Dee. 

Meint  legistre  esf  ensi  suillr 

8i  sa  conscience  eit  dbien  iuge.          4704 
§  Si  suwt  des  riches  lie  cunseillers,    n«rfi*4] 

Qe,  pur  plere  a  seignur  mortel, 
t  Moint  malueis  cowsail  ueillent  d« 


Den  Iur  pardoint  Iur  peche  ! 
Ceo  ne  e#t  mie,  sache^,  dedut ; 


4706 


t  Meint  regne  par  taut  erf  destrut. 

t  1F  Meiwt  seneschal,  quant  la  curt  tient, 
X--  li  chant,  alia;,  divit  nient.^          -I7l_ 
Fau8em<?7it  le  i^mn-  acuper, 
Ceo  neh  est  autre  chose  qe  li  robber;" 


i  isai  auoegh'. 

Ke  par  ly  n'ert 

•  00  ke  lunt  a  ricW  '  rut  don^. 

*  Ne  dreit  ne  ly  clmud  c<rrtea  nent.        >»  Ne. 

N 


178     Stewards,  have  Mercy  on  the  Poor  I     The  Tale  of  the  Unmerciful  Judge. 


Jjarfor,  30  stywardes  on  benche,  Bien  sache  chescun  de  verity 

))er-on  shulde  $e  alle  Jjenche,  Qe  la  sentence  Deu  erta  dune, 

*3yf  )>ou  of  )>e  pore  haue  pyte,  Qe  al  iur  bde  iuise  ert  iuge 

)3an  wylle  God  haue  mercy  on  j>e.'       5440  t  Soluw  ceo  qe  del  poure  auera  pite. 
For  harde  dome  and  coueytyse  [if.  86,  bk.,  col.  2] 
y  shal  $ow  telle  of  swych  a  lustyse. 


4716 


[The  Tale  of  the  Hard  Judge.] 

Y  haue  herde,  be-^onde  J>e  see  A  tale. 

was  a  lustyse,  yn  a  cuntre ;  5444 

Of  hym  the  wurde  fill  wyde  sprong, 

he  $af  harde  dome,  and  oj)er  whyle  wrong. 

Code  men  ofte  hym  besogftt 

For  j>e  pore,  J>at  he  wo  wrogftt,  5448 

Jjat  he  shulde  haue  on  hem  mercy, 

And  pylle  hem  nat  but  mesurly ; 

))at  J)ey  wy$t  lyue  yn  pes  by  hym, 

And  be  nat  so  a^ens  hem  grym.  5452 

)3ys  was  hys  answere  and  hys  sawe, 
'  Y  shal  do  hem  no  )>yng  but  lawe." 
And  many  lawes  are  oute  of  skylle, 
But,  $yf  fer1  be  mercy  tylle.  5456 

was  hyt  nat  long  aftyrward, 
He  fyl  yn  a  sykenes  hard ; 
Hyt  tellef  of  hym  swych  a  chaunce, 
He  hadde  no  gode  repentaurace ;          5460 
Hys  sykenes2  wax  harde  and  strong, 
)3at  he  my^t  nat  lyue  long ; 
For  alle3  hoped  weyl  y-nogfr 
feat  he4  vn-to  J?e  dej)  faste  drogh.         5464 

Men  J?at  sate  a-boute  hys  bedde  § 
were  a-gast,  and  sore  a-dredde ; 
And  hopyd  wel,  and  vndyrstode 


1  >yr.        2  0,  syknes  H. 
4  he  O,  ora.  H. 


3  alle  men. 


a  est  de  deu. 

b— b  de  iuge  sernwt  Iiuer6 

Al  puz  de  enfer  oue  le  maufe. 

En  vn  sermon. 
c  esteit  de.  d  Ky  e.  mut. 


[Source  not  knoivn.] 

t  IF  Soue7&te  fey^e  aib  oi  cunter, 

t  Qe  vn  home  fu°  outre  mer,  4720 

Si  esteit  vnd  fau$  pledur ; 

E  en  ceo  se  delita  nut  &  iur ; 

Souewt  esteit  amoneste 
t  Qe  des  poures  vst  pite.  4724 


t  II  respundi  qe  nule  auereit, 
t  Mes  p?*emist  qe  dreituref  freit. 

sMes  dreit  la  vint  vblier 

Qwant  deners  voleit  enburser.s          4728 

t  11  Cest  home  apres  enmaladi,11 

t  De  ces  peche$  ne  se  repenti ; * 

t  Tant  la  maladie  luy  greua, 

t  Qe  uers  lak  mort  aprocha.1  4732 

§  La  gerat  qe  li  garderewt  a  vn  iur 

§  Prist  vnem  si  grant  hydur 

Qe  morir  poeint  de  pour, 

Ceo  Iur  fu  auis  de  fraur,n  4736 

Sauer  poeit,0  chescwi  horn 

e  Mes  il  respunt  ke  nul  ne. 
*  Mes  k'il  dreiture  par  tut. 
8—8  Mes  deners  k'il  uout  enburser 

Se  feseit  souent  dreit  oblier. 
h  h.  enmaladi  chai  [If.  38,  col.  2]. 
1  nent  se  repenta.        k  sa. 
1  greuait .  .  aprochait.         m  Aueient  vn. 
n  e  de  puur.        °  Entendre  le  poet  ben. 


The  Unmerciful  ./>/////<•.    Doomsmen,  be  Merciful !  don't  Fine  folk  too  heavily.    179 


j)at  here  drede  was  for  no  gode.  5468 

A1K;  pey  behelde  hym  faste, 
And  sawe  hys  coloure  ofte  ouer  caste; 
And  wroth  a-boute,  to  and  fro; 
Hys  bedde  hym  jjoght  wulde  cleue  on  two; 
And  cryde  w/t/t  a  loude  cry,  5473 

"  Lorde,  haue  on  me  mercy  ! " 
pan  spake  a  voyce  yn  )>e  sky, 

lie  hyt  herde  fat  stode  hym  by,  5476 
"  Jjou  haddest  neuer  of  man  pyte, 
Ne  y  shal  neuer  haue  noun  of  fe." 
A-wyfe  he  deyd  yn  haste ;         Pe»f  s?] 
))ere  he  shulde  go,  he  $alde  j>e  gaste.    5480 

3e  domes  men  )>at  )>y.s  chauwce  here, 
Yn  J>ys  tale  mo  we  30  lere 
what  hyt  ys  to  do  euer  wreche, 
And  to  mercy  no  )>yng  reche.  5484 

tauyj)  yn  joure  }>oght,  mercy,  and  se, 
]je  pore  mow  nat  so  weyl  as  30 ; 
BeJ)  mercyable  for  $oure  prow  £ 
)}at  God  ne  take  veniaunce  on  30 w. 

3yf  )>ou  haue  be  so  coueytous 
To  meres l  men  ouer  outraious,  * 
And  pore  men,  specyaly,  J 

•••rdr  J5.-  wers  for  J>at  nn^rcy, 
i  mote  fou  be,  syre  styward, 
J)y  mercyment  shal  be  ful  hard. 
)3y  wreclied  soule  )>arfor  shal  dwelle  ; 
)5y  mercyment  shal  be  )>e  J>yne  of  hell' 

)X>u  bayle,  owest  nat  to  take  5497 

(For  drede  of  soule,  and  J>yn  oth  sab •,) 

y  lordes  prow  be  J>e  lasse,  || 
Ne  noun  of  hys  do  harder  stresse." 
So  shulde  echo  aturne  seriaunt ; 

tany  one  holde  no  cunnum/t :  - 
-urn8  take  ful  greuusly, 
pat  ful  sore  shal  come  hem  by. 
1  mareye.       *  cuuinaunt.        * 


5488 


5492 


.r).riO  1 


Qe  deables*  fure?tt  en  la  nu 
t  Lur  seignur  malade  vnt  regarde, 
t  Qe  souent  sa  colur  ad  change ;  4740 

t  Sa  &  la,  teste  adb  gete, 
t  Qe  tut  le  lit  sec  est  croulle. 
t  A  haute  voij  pus  ad  crie,     Oeftfi«,coLi] 
t  E  oyant  eus,d  merci  pi  4744 

t  Mes  vne  voij  en  1'eyr  oy* 
t  Qe  apartement  luy  respundi, 
t  "  Af  home  ne  auie^  vnqes  merci, 
t  E  vus  ore*  ne  auere$ ;  sachez  de  fi."  4748 
t  Apres  eel  mot,  1'alme  rendi, 
t  Dawipn^  fu,  sicuw  ieo  qui. 


*  mat  b  £  g{  duroment  ad  M  teste. 

«  Ke  le  lit  n'en.        d  eua  tuz.        •  rut  oL 


0  H  Pur  ceo,  ki  est  de  pitus  qeor, 

0  Seur  seit  de  merci  trouer  ;  4752 

Herles  su?/t  del  regne  Dee, 

Pit^e  de  qeor,  &  charite. 
*  U  Ki  en  merciant  est  outraius, 
t  Ceo  est  manere  de  h  coueitus  ;  4756 

Pus1  qe  par  resun  peot  duner, 

Ne  deit  nulk  poure  demander  ; 

Chescun  qe  de  luy  plwa  prent, 
§  Sa  alme  as1  deables  rend. 

Prendre  deit  nul,m  nepwrqwont, 

Del  poure,  tant  ne  quant.n 
t  IF  Baillif  ne  se  deit  apruer 
||  Pur  prou  sun  seignur  amenuser  ;  4764 

Prendre  ne  deit,  or  ne  argent, 

Pur  fere  encuntre  sun  serement 

Ceo  vwx  di  ieo  nomement, 

La  ou  gist  le  priuemri  476s 

Sun  seignur,  petit  ou  grant, 

Ensip  ert  il  bon  sorgant. 

'  Ne.        •  Ne  de  nu.        "  male  maner  del 
k  h..m  del.         l  part  Unta». 


m  ne  deueroit.        '•  a  tort  poi  oe  grant 
«aproament[lf.88>bk.].        »•  tol 


180     Simony  is  part  of  Covetousness.     Simonists  are  the  Wolves  of  God's  Fold. 


Alle  fat  }>ey  take  now  to  frest,     £ 
peroi  shal  God  take  a  quest. 
J}e  quest  ys  take  and  dragfit  on  hym ; 
Accord  ))e  wy))  fy  lorde,  betym.  5508 

[Of  Simony. ~\ 
To  coueytyse  longef  symonye, 
Jje  whych  hauntej)  almost  al  clergye. 
Symonye  ys,  as  men  telle, 
when  $yftys  of  holy  cherche  men  selle.  5512 

3yf  f  ou  of  er  $aue  or  sent 
Of  holy  cherche  to  haue  vawisement, 
Or  any  $af  hyt  for  J)e  loue  of  fe,  5515 

And  f  ou  art  nat  wurf  y  vauwsed  to  be, 
]>an  art  f  ou  come,  Jmrgli  J)at  queyntyse,  CJJ  32J 
To  symonye  and  coueytyse. 
3yf  fou  fan1  fat  auauwsement  holde, 
)X>u  art  a  wulfe  of  Goddys  folde ; 
A  wulf ,  y  sey,  take  fou  gode  kepe, 
For  j)ou  shalt  answere  for  fe2  shepe. 
A  clerk  fat  hys  orders  take))3 
For  3yft  or  present  fat  he  make]?,4 
He  ys  nat  wurf  y  hem  to  haue, 
Hym  were  bettyr  to  be  a  knaue, 
And  so  were  hem  fat  so  hem  selles 
For  3yftys,  and  for  no  godenes  elles. 
Jjese  holy  men  fat  hauti  ben,  * 
And  holy  wryt  haue  red  and  sen, 
Sey,  fat  swych  $yftys  are  lore, 
And,  now  ys  nou?&  ware  before. 
For  swych  men  selle  j>e  holy 5  gast 
To  hem  fat  he  louef  last. 

Coueytous  men  and  lechours, 
Of  holy  cherche  fey  haue  onours  : 
)3ys  mow  men  se  alle6  day  with  ye ; 
Cursed  be  syr  symonye  ! 

::  tak)>  H,  0. 


5520 


5524 


5528 


5532 


5536 


1  fan  >ou. 
4  maty. 


Mes  auciws  largeme?ita  receueriwt, 
E  pusb  se  escuseruwt ;  4772 

§  Mes  de  duns  unt  tant  de  festec 
Qe  il  ned  pensent  del  enqueste. 


f  II  A  coueitise  apent  symonie, 

Qe  grant  peche  est,e  e  folie.  4776 

Oil  suwt  qe,  pur  eglisesf  auer, 

Funt  la  gent  pur  eu$  prier, 
t  E  lur  deners  veillent?  duner 

Pur  estre  presente  a  vn  muster,1'       4780 


t  E  fur  estre  plw-s-  tost1  ordene     [leaf  in,  back] 
t  Aucune  chose  vnt  dune, — 


Deu  !  cum  se  repentirunt 
Qwant  de  ceo  acupe  serru?it.  4784 

Encu??,tre  cest  peche  vnt  mwlt  parle 
*  Les  sein^  Deu  qe  1'unt 


hely. 


eury. 


a  mut  b  pus  apres. 

c  De  lur  gain  tenent  si  grant  feste. 


t  Car  il  vendewt  le  Seiwt  Espirit, 
Qe  e*^  Deus  od  le  perek  Iham  Crist.  4788 


d  Ke  ren  n'cn.         c  est  g.  p. 

f  Ceus  s.  ky  pur  .i.  eglise. 

8  E  volunters  volunt  deners. 

h  eus  a  .i.  eglise  presenter. 

1  Ov  p.  e.  t.        k  Ke  est  deu  peir. 


•;td  as  Saracens,  and  are  not  Christians.  181 

[Of  Usurers.] 

Ami1  okerere  may  far-to2  be  tol 

<  man  ys  okerere  bolde.    5540       -  ^ 

11  i)e  usure  auu?>i  n»sf'  auant  cut  — 
y  haue  jow  toldl-  of  fys  lak  f  Kf  gftrde  p?.gnt  de  ^  egcrft_ 

yn    fe    seuenfe    comaimdement    whan    y   f  Qwant1*  del  sime  comandement 

sj.uk.  Tretames,  qe  Deu  liiire  a  la<  ;_;«>nt.      ; 

.  s.-y    y  am  liar.lv.  ^  Mes  U8ure  Vtt*  voil  destincter, 

,,,,,,tehytco,,ulllly.      5544       JSSMlSS 

3yf  J)ou  borow  of  a  marchauwte,  §  Qe  leg  goin?  vnt  (,.uilli;  4796 

And    makest3  for  wynnyng   certeyn    cun-  §  U  Sache  bien,  ch«->t-u//  mnrcliant. 

naiiMt,  t  Quant  pur  gain  r<rt««in  &e  couenant 

1  Gete  )>ou  wv/mvng,  or  gete  \>o\i  lore,  Sa  chose  auant  main  ad  j-/ 

)5ou  >liali  ;yu;;  so  )>ar-fore  ;  '  55 

M)be  te  fallfl  bofo  vii  synne,  t  Chey  eat  en  cest  ^chc-  ;  4800 

,  ,    ,  Car  cmein  gain  od*  couenant 

;  he  ys  a-cursed  »at  take])  fr  wywne.  ^  ysure  p^.  uefr  en  p|wtanL 

w/t//  oker  fonofe  bojw  30  lyue;  ;   .Meinth  la  man^n-  en  vmdant 

J3at  In-  wyl  t.ike,  fat  wylt  J?ou  jyuc.     5552  Est  usure  ausi  en  ai-hatant.                 4804 

Okerers,  and  kauersyn-.  H  Plus  inauueis  sunl*  qe  sam 

v  ykked  fey  are  as  sarasyns.  t  Vserers  &  cauersins, 

wln>  so  my}!  preuc  whych  fey  wore  —  [37,  bk.]  Car  ambe  dou  uwtk  rein 

were  )>ey  lowed,  or  were  fey4  lore  —    5556  Baptesme  &  creistienete  ;  !                   1SOS 

])ey  shulde  nat  come  yn  Crystys  h-  As  traiturs  gyusm  su?*t 

Ne  come  yn  <  li-  iche  ne  chyrche  jerdi  •.  Qe  su?zt  de  tut  as  deablesn  ccma 
N-feles,  furgh  fys  skylle 

))ey  mowe  be  saiifd,  ^yt  fat  fry  wylle,  t  Sauf  nepMr«jw^nt  purru//t0  estre, 
fit  syniif,  and  do  no  more,            5561 

it  h"ly  cherches  lore;  T  Si  il  siu-//t  cunsail  <le  p?*estre,            4812 

M  fat  y.-l,     ;  E  quant  qe  vnt  a  tort  runqiiisi1 

556  t  t  K  faucemerit  p/o-  vsnn-  p 

••y  mow  nat  a^i-n  hyt  jyue,  1                  "s  ivnd.-//t  ''  li-aun  .- 

•.v/i//  t-i  h 

t  E  almoines  fa(M-,/t  lar^m.-nt.  4>1»; 

And  fey  mowe  peyse5  here  dedys  yll.  .  :>568 

j.l.-  now  v  1-'  t  1F  Ensample1"  les  voil  dunn 


1  An.  ]n  to  may.  makst.  ''  K  mesme.        I  Peurs. 

k  ambedetw  vnt  i.-i.         '  Lur  1.  Ac  lure. 

111  inauueia  Ren*.         n  Ky  as  deblea  sant  tut. 


ue«.  -  kwlent  poent 

«  Ke  deu  dona  a  tute.        d  t  i»  B.  trannpoaet  thwe  words. 

•  ou  certain  [If.  88,  bk.,  col.  2].  -i  Arere  rendcnt  a  cli- 

«  en.  r  Bone  ex.; 
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Of  Pers  fat  was  a  tollere ; 
And  y  shal  telle  $ow  as  quyk, 
How  he  was  bofe  gode  and  wyk. 


5572 


.,  coi.  2j 
4820 


[Tfie  Tale  of  Pers  the  Usurer.] 


A  tale. 


5580 


Seynt  loun1  fe  aumenere  || 
Sey)>  Pers  was  an  okerere, 
And  was  swyf  e  coueytous, 
And  a  nyguw  and  auarous, 
And  gadred  pens  vnto  store  § 
As  okerers  douw  aywhore. 

Befyl  hyt  so,  vp-on  a  day 
j)at  pore  men  sate  yn  f  e  way, 
And  spred  here  hatren  on  here  barme 
A^ens  f  e  so/me  J)at  was  warme, 
And  rekened  f  e  custome  houses  echoiw, 
At  whych  fey  had  gode,  and  at  whyche 
noun ;  5584 

)3ere  fey  hadde  gode,  fey  preysed  weyl,  } 
And  fere  J>ey  hadde  noght,  neuer  a  deyl.  | 

As  fey  spak  of  many  what, 

wey 

Come  Pers  for))  yn  J>at2  gat :  5588 

)5an  seyd  echourc  fat  sate  and  stode, 
'here  comf  Pers,  fat  neuer  dyd  gode!' 
Echouw  seyd  to  ofer  langland, 
'  )3ey  toke  neuer  gode  at  Pers  hand ;    5592 
Ne  nouw8  pore  man  neuer  shal  haue,   tsj%» 
Coude  he  neuer  so  weyl  craue.' 

One  of  hem  began  to  sey 
"  A  waiour  dar  y  wyf  $ow  ley,  5596 

j)at  y  shal  haue  sum  gode  at4  hym,  § 
Be  he  neuer  so  gryl  ne  grym." 
To  fat  waiour  fey  graimted  alle,  5599 

To  $yue  hy??i  a  jyft  $yf  so  my$t  befalle. 


t  De  seiwt  Peres  le  theoloner. 
t  De  luy  pa>-  Deusa  \us  cunterai 

Sicuw  en  sa  uie  iadis  trouai 
||  De  sei?it  lohan  le  aumoner, 
Qe  esteit  a  Deu  si  b  chier. 

[Stories  33  and  34  of  St.  John  the  Almoner  and 
Bishop  Troilus.—G.  Paris.] 

Cest  Peres  le  theoloner 
t  Esteit  iadis  vn  vserer  ; 


4824 


Mult  aueit  gain  de  deniers,c 


5576    f  Mes  il  esteit  tropd  auers. 


t  Vn  iur  auint  qe  poures  seeient 

t  Encuwtre  le  solail,  ou  il  se  chaufeie?*t ; e 
J  Les  mesuns  de  cele  gent  loerent        4829 

Qe  almoines  les  dunerewt, 
|  E  les  mesuns  de  ceus  blarnoiewt 

La  ou  rienf  ne  receuoient.  4832 

Tant  cum  il  issi  parlerent g — 
t  Les  vns  loere?zt,  les  auters  blamere?it, 
t  Peres,  qe  esteit h  nome, 

t  Qe  fu  si  dures1  san^  pite, —  4836 

t  Chescuw  autre  ad  demande, 
t  E  nul  de  eu^  esteit k  troue 

Qe  de  luy  almoine  vst1  receu 

Qwcmt  demandere^t  pz«-  1'amur  Deu.  4840 
f  Lors  ad  vnm  demanele, 
t  '  Qe  li  durreintn  a  cele  f  e  1 

°E  il  Iur  couenancereit 
§  Qe  il  a  eel  iur  receuereit.'  °  4844 

t  Promis  li  vnt  dep  duner 
t  Qe  a  resun  voleit^  demander. 


1  lohan. 


>ayr. 


no. 


4  of. 


8  ly  ore.  b  raut. 

c  Cist  out  amasse  rauj  deners. 

d  de  eus  trop.        e  s.  &  se  eschaufeient. 

f  nul  ben  [If.  39]. 

8  Tut  issi  cum  il  entreparlerent. 


1  K'il  esteit  si  dur  &. 
1  eust  aumone. 


h  esteit  par  entre  eus. 

k  E  entre  eus  fu  nul. 

m  .i.  tost. 

n  Quei  ly  dureient ;  A.  reads  durreit. 

°-°      A  iteles  ke  acun  ben  de  ly  receuereit 

A  eel  iour  ainz  ke  a  eus  reuewdreit. 
P  de  le  Iur.        (i  voille. 
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J)ys  man  vp  sterte,  and  toke  JKJ  gate,1  5601 

Tyl  lie  com,  at  Pers  $ate.  t  Gil  a  la  porte  Peres  est  venu ; 

As  he  stode  stylle,  and  bode2  )>e  quede,         t  Si  ad  ileokes  attendu.* 
One  come  vrtth  an  asse  charged  wtt/i  brede*   t  Vnb  asne  qe  de  pain  charge^  esteit, 
£at  ych.   tnvde  Pers  hade  boght,          5605       Vers  la  mesun  a  celc  hure  veneit; 
And  to  hys  hous  shuld  hyt  be  brogfit. 

He  sagfi  Pers  come  J>erwit7i-alle ;  t  Auint  ausi  pard  auenture 

pe  pore  |>ognt '  now  aske  y  shal.'          5608       Qe  Peres  surumt  monies  le"  hure,      4852 
•  Y  aske  )>e  suw  gode,  pur  chary te, 
Pers,  $yf  J>y  wyl  be." 

Pers  stode,  and  loked  on  hym  t  Qe  le  poure  regard f  meintenawt ; 

Felunlyche  \vitii  y$en  grym.  5612   t  Echar  de  luy  aueit*  grant ; 

He  stouped  down  to  seke  a  stone, 
But,  as  hap  was,  fan  fondc  he  none. 

lor  j,e  stone  he  toke  a  lofe,  t  De  un  pain  le  rocha ; "  4856 

And  at  J>e  pore  man  hyf  drofe.  5616 

J3e  pore  man  hente  hyt  vp  belyue,  f  Le  poure  recust  le  pain  a1  gre,        [tar  145] 

And  was  J>erof  ful  ferly  blype. 

To  hys  felaws  faste  he  ran  t  A  ces  cuwpaimws  ex/  returne, 

w/t//  )>e  lofe,  J>ys  pore  man,  5620 

"  lo,"  he  seydc,  "  what  y  haue  t  Si  lur  ad  pur  veir  cunu- 

Of  Pers  jyft,  so  God  me  saue  ! " 

Nay,  )>ey  swore8  by  here  )>ryft, 

Pers  aaue4  neuer  swych  a  jyft.  5624   . 

*  *Qe  ceo  sussewt  il  de  verite\k  4«sbO 

he  seyd,  »  3e  shul  weyl  vndyrstonde  *  Qe  cel,  J)ain  qe  Ueoc  pol ,,,t 

hyt  had,  at5  Pers  honde  ;  f  De  la  main  Peres  receu  aueit ; m 

J3at  dar  y  swere  on  }>e  halydom  f  prest  fu  del  serement  fere, 

Here  before  $ow  echouw."                     5628  Si  il  lie  le  voillent1 

merueyle  had  J>ey  alle, 
-\vych  a  chau//n-  iny$t  hym  befall 

$e  J»i y.ld-  day,  )>us  wryte  hyt  ys,7  n^ss]  f  f  Le  tiers  iur 

Pere  fyl  yn  a  grete  syknes ;                  5632  f  Cest  riche  home  duwt  ieo  v 
And,  ;is  he  lay  yn  hys  bodd.-. 

Hym  foght  weyl,  )•              .s  ledde  f  Si  sunge  qe  il  fu  men** 


1  0.  gloss  '  a  alxxle.        »  swore  alle.  E  grant  pas  vers  la  sale  aleit ; 

8  of.         •  falle.        '  es. 

Has  tun,  ne  pere,  «lunt  ferir  poait, 

*  tant  attendu.  '•  Ki  .i.  Vn  JMIH  niter  a  ly  a<l 

c  al.  poom  fu.  »  de.         k  This  lin-  in  B. 

Kr  le.  '"   ]<•  ni; 

«  Eschar  de  ly  au.  it  D  n  Si  de  ooe  ne  Iv  voleiont  [If.  39,  col.  UJ. 

It- 112  .sa  porte  cut :  ••  cbai  en  maladie.        P  ameue\ 
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witfi  one  jmt  aftyr  hym  was  sent, 

To  come  vn-to  hys  lugement.  5636 

Before  )>e  luge  was  he  brogftt 
To  $elde  acou?*te  how  he  hadde  wrogtit.  ^ 
Pers  stode  ful  sore  a-drud, 
And,  was  abashed  as1  mad ;  5640 

He  sagh"  a  fende  on  f>e  to  party, 
Bewreyyng  hym  ful  i'eluwly; 
Alle  hyt  was  shewed  hym  before, 
how  he  had  lyued  syn  he  wos2  bore ;  5644 
And  namely  euery  wykked  dede 
Syn  fyrst  he  coude  hym  self  lede  ; 
why  he  hem  dyd,  and  for  what  chesw?, 
Of  alle  behouej)  hym  to  ^elde8  a  resou??. 

On  Jje  toujje?*  party  stode  men  ful  bryjt, 
])at  wulde  haue  saued  \\yrn  at  here  my^t ; 
But  J?ey  myght  no  gode  fynde 
J)at  my3t  hym  saul:  or  vnbynde.  5652 

)3e  feyre  men  seyd  "  what  ys  to  rede  1 
Of  hym  fynde  we  no  gode  dede 
J3at  God  ys  payd  of,  but  of4  a  lofe 
)>e  whych  Pers  at5  be  pore  man  drofe  :  5656 
jyt  ^aue6  he  hyt  \tith  no  gode  wylle, 
But  kast  hyt  aftyr  hym  with  ylle ;  ^ 
For  Goddys  loue  $aue6  he  hyt  no^t, 
K"e  for  almes  dede  he  hyt  had  j>ogfit.   5660 
Nofeles,  Jje  pore  man 
Had  Jje  lofe  of  Pers  fan." 

)3e  fende  had  leyd  yn  balauwce         5663 
Hys  wykkede  dedes  and  hys  myschauwce ; 
))ey  leyd  Jje  lofe  a^ens  hys  dedys, — 
)3ey  had  no3t  elles,  Jjey  mote7  nedys — 
j)e  holy  man  tellejj8  vs,  and  seys, 
)3at  Jje  lofe  made  euen  peys.  5568 

J)an  seyd  Jjese  feyre  men  to  Pers,  [38,  coi.  2] 

1  al  abashede  and.         -  was. 

3  behouede  hym  elde.         4  0.  omits  'of.' 

5  at  0,  a  H.        6  jaf.        7  moste.         8  tel|>. 


Deua?^t  le  throne  dawpne*  Deo ;       4868 
§  Resun  rendre  li  coueneit1' 
t  A  da??ipne  Deu,  qe  la  SIM -it. 
t  De  sa  vie  qe  il  out  mene  : ' 

t  DuTit  mwlt  U  esteit  abobo  ;  4872 

t  Car  de  vne  pwt  vistd  neirs  deblesd  ester 
t  E  li  ferniclemente  encusrr : 

t  De  enfance  sa  vie  vnt  reherce,  4875 

E  ses  mesfezd  cu  balance  mise,  &  peise. 


t  Tres  bele  gerat,  vist,  de  1'autre  p«rt, 
t  Qe  liuerer  le  voleint  del  hard/ 
t  Ces  biens  quistrewt  menuemcwt, 
Mes  il  trouere?^t  poi  ou  nient.  4880 

t  L'un  dist  al  autre  "  vus  vee^  ben 
t  Qe  ci  n'auum  nule  riens 
t  Fors  vn  pain,  qe  dou^  iurs  \<- 
t  De  luy  recust  un  meseise  ; 
Nepurquant,  ue  fu  nient  dune11 

t  Le  pain  pur  Tamiir*  Dee, 
Car  il  esteit  corucek 

en  le  poure  Tad1  gete." 


4884 


4888 


a  la  trone  dame.        b  coue?idreit. 
c  aiueiie.        d  Omitted  in  A. 


t  Le  pain  vnt  en  balance  mis, 


t  E  peis  oel; — vntm  cunquis. 
t  Lors  li  dient  cesu  adiuturs, 


«  felonessement. 

f  Ky  ly  uoleient  sauuer  de  la  hart. 

K  Ke  de  dreit  ni  auom  n-u. 

h  esteit  mie  done.         l  Gel  p.  p.  amur  de. 

k  mut  coruc^.         l  al  jwuere  le  ad. 

111  vnt  il.         n  -ses. 
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5684 


"^yf  J>ou  !•«•  wys,  now  |JGU  leres 
lofe  )>e  helpej)  at  nede 
To  tylle  fy  soule  w/t//  alines  dede."     5672 

Pers,  of  hys  slei>e  L,MH  hlynk-  •. 
And  ui.-tly  I>M  liys  divmegan  fynke  — 
'.viiur  w/t//  mornyiiL,'  ch- 

n  fat  was  yn  greti.-'  weir,  —         5676 
How  J>at  he  aeoiiped 
wit//  f  elides  fele  for  hys  trespas,  || 
And    how  f.-y  wulde  haue  dampned  hy//> 

fere, 
3yf  merey  of  Ilu-xii  (  'ryst  ne  were.         5680 

Alle  fys  yn  hys  herte  lie  kast, 
And  to  hym  self  IK-  spak  at  fe  laste, 
"  Jjat,  for  a  lofe  yn  eueyl  wylle 
Halpe  me  yn  so  grete  perel,  * 

wide  livt  helpo.  at  node,    J 
w/t//  xodr  wyl  do  alines1  d. 

Fro  fat  tynie  fan  wax  Pers  § 
A  man  of  so  fey  re?  man 
))at  no  man  my^t  yn  hym  fynde, 

•o  fe  pore  bofe  nick.-  and  kyndc; 
.  lilt-r  man  ne  my$t  nat  IM-, 
•  j>e  pore,  more  of  alines  1're  ;  || 
And  reuful  of  herte  also  he  was,    j 

ivst  )?ou  liere  lere  yn  J»ys  p. 
Pere  mette,  vp-on  a  .  i 

A  IM.I.-  mill,  by  fe  way.  5696 

As  naked  as  he  was  bore, 

.   }v  166  had  alle-  lore. 

II-  oome  to  Pers,  fere  he  stod«  , 

i>k«-d  hy///  su///  of  hys  gode,  — 

iwliat  of  hys  clofyng,— 
;••  loue  of  h<Mn-n«-  1 
Pers,  was  of  reufnl  herte, 
1  almas.  2  hadde  al. 

*-•     Veex  cnw  par  cet  nain  poez  apreiidrc 

Si  1'altnc 

1    Duiike  s'en  eat  Peres  * 
d  Legttnz  ke  taut 

-  Dfl.K-H,-.  co-  smt  IL 


"Querej  a  uewrfre  alme  sucurs;  4892 

*Viu»-;  en///  rest  i>ain  VM>-  pet  aprendre 

Des  ore,  si  Palme  volej  a  Deu  rendre."* 

Peres  se  est  aueille*  ;b  pe»f  its.  coi.  «] 

Del  sunge  fu  mwlt  espante  :  4896 

Sic  conience  a  suspirer, 

E  en  pensaut,  recorder 

Cu?«  verreiment  T.-IK  n>.  i.-nt, 

I  .   le  «i//ant  dn  ;  li  acupere/tt,  4900 

Les  niors  \p  tant1'  fuifwt  neir,  — 

Car  deables  esteient6  pur  veir,  — 

E  come^t  il  list  este  dam; 

Si  ne  fust  de  Deu  laf  \  4904 

En  sei  est  dune*  return*-, 

E  sagement  arguim-n; 

U"Si  vn  pain,  dist,1  'je  al  poure  gf 

Duntk  ferir  le  volay,  490H 

Tant  nit-  valnst  a  mm/,  niester, 

M?<lt  auera  certes  g/vMit  loer 

alnioinc  a  poiircs  a<l  dune 
De  bon  ([eor  &  simplicite.1  I'.'  1  - 

De  eel  hmv  tut  c>7"'  d, 
I1'//1  la  -/•'/(•••  iia//'pm-"  1 
Dll}  deiiint.  iV"  jiai-i.-nt, 
V.  almoner  imniement,  4916 

ires  pitn^  de  .jcor, 

a  sun  eors1'  ne  vont  oj.a/'nier  : 
'»Ceo  bien  \u#  prom  rai 

Vile  rUllt«'  «['    i-lllil- 


t  U  Vn  home  tut  nu  1'eneuntra,        .«e»i»/Mn. 


t  Qe  de  wivk<>  d.-  la  hapa  : 

t  Pur  1'amur  1  >m  luy  piia. 
vne  cot< 


f  la  grant.         *  donkes.         h  » 

:.        k  l>i  Koare. 

1  De  fin  quei 
>n  est  tut.  u/ine.         °  ettnut. 

-  corn.     «i-q  //.  omito  these  two  lines. 
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He  toke  hys  kyrtyl  of,  as  smert,  5704 

And  ded  hyt  on  J)e  man  aboue, 
And  bad  hym  were  hyt  for  hys  loue. 

£e  man  hyt  toke,  and  was  fill  bly j>e ;  [ssf  bk.] 
He  $ede  and  solde  hyt  asswyj>e.  5708 

Pers  stode  and  dyd1  beholde 
How  )>e  man  j>e  kyrtyl  solde, 
And  was  J>arwtt7i2  ferly  wrope 
£at  he  solde  so  sone  hys  clo)?e ;  5712 

He  niy^t  no  lenger  for  sorow  stande, 
But  ^ede  home  ful  sore  gretand, 
And  seyd,  '  hyt  was  an  euyl  sygne, 
And  J>at  hym  self  was  nat  dygiie          5716 
For  to  be  yn  hys  prey  ere, 
Jjerfor  nolde  he  j>e  kyrtyl  were.' 

•wopte 

Whan  he  hadde  ful  long  grete, 
And  a  party  ]>erol  began3  lete ; —         5720 
For,  comuwlych  aftyr  wepe, 
Fal  men  sone  on  slepe, — 
As  Pers  lay  yn  hys  slepyng, 
Hym  foght  a  feyre  sweuenyng.  5724 

Hym  Jjoght  he  was  yn  heuene  Iy3t, 
And  of  God  he  had  a  syglit, 
Syttyng  yn  hys  kyrtyl  clad 
ftat  )>e  pore  man  of  hym  had,  5728 

And  spak  to  hym  ful  myldely, 
"why  wepest  )>ou,  and  art  sory] 
Lo,  Pers,"  he  sayde,  "  )>ys  ys  }>y  cloth. 
For  he  solde  hyt,  were4  J>ou  wroth ;     5732 
Know  hyt  weyl,  $yf  fat  fou  kan, 
For  me  J>ou  $aue  hyt  J>e  pore  man. 
ftat  Jjou  $aue  hym  yn  chary te, 
Euery  deyl  ]>ou  $aue  hyt  me." 


1  dede.         -  J»arfore. 
4  3yt  were. 


began  J>er-of. 


b— b 


S'ad  sa  cote  desafuble 

E  al  pouere  maintenant  done. 

E  si  ly  prie  ke  cele  cote  usereit, 

E  ke  a  null  la  vendreit ; 

Mus  il  a  vendre  tost  le  bailla  : 

Ktwint  Peres  coe  vit,  si  se  anguissa. 


t  U  Peres  se  est  deful)le,a 

t  Sa  cote  al  poure  ad  dune,* 

t  bPur  Deu  li  pria  qe  il  le  vsa ; 

t  Mes  il  meintenant  ala,  4928 

t  A  vendre  le  bailla. 

t  Qwant  ceo  vist,  se  anguissa b 

Qe  ceo  qe  en  almoine  outc  dune, 
t  Pur  vendre  le  vist  estre  bailie.          4932 

Pur  ceo  al  hostel  est  ale\d         [leaf  us,  back] 
t  Ee  anguissusemewt  ad  plure. 
t  "De  Deu  sa,"  dist,f  "ce  fut  signe, 
t  Qe  ne  su  pas  vnqore^  digne  4936 

t  Qe  de  moi  usth  memoire  le  mewliant, 
t  Qwant1  muw  dun  vendi  meintenant." 
t  U  Q^^ant  longemefit  ad  waimente,k 


t  Apres  se1  dort;  si  ad  sunge  4940 

t  Qe  il  dampne  Deum  veeit, 
t  En  sa  cote  vestu  aueit. 

t  Deu,  Peres0  demanda, 

t  '  Pur  qei  ilp  tant  plura.'  4944 

t  "  Ceste  cote,  dist/i  reconuse^, 


5736   f  Du?^  vus  vestu  me  aue^." 


c  k'il  out  en  aumone. 

<l  A  son  hostel  en  .i.  chambre  se  ad  fmne  [leaf 
39,  bk.,  col.  2]. 

0  Ov  mut.         f  Ben  sai,  fet  il,  ke. 

8  Ke  ioe  chaitif  ne  suy  pas.         h  face. 

1  IVake.         k  gaimente.         !  s'en. 
111  K'il  dame  deu  de  ciel. 

n  E  ke  il.        °  D.  a  ly  ducemewt. 
P  Pur  quel  chose  k'il.        (i  dist  il. 
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Pers  of  slepe  oute  breyde,1 
And  j>ogh"t  grete  wunder,  &  sefen  seyd, 
*'  Blessyd  be  alle  pore  men, 
For  God  almyjty  loue))  hem ;  5740 

And  weyl  ys  hem  Jmt  pore  are  here ; 
J}ey  are  vrittt  God,  boj>e  lefe  and  dere ; 
And  y  shal  fonde,  by  ny$t  and  day, 
To  be  pore,  $yf  )>at  y  may."  §  5744 

Hastly2he  toke  hys  kateyl,3  +  [if.  ss,  bk.,  coi.  23 
Ami  }aue4  liyt  to  pore  men  ecliedeyl.  * 
Pers  kalled  to  hym  hys  clerk  5747 

jjat  was  hys  notarye,  and  kide  hyw  herk,  § 
•"  Y  shal  J)e  shewe  a  pryuyte,  || 

A  J>ynj,f  Jjat  J>ou  shalt  do  to  me ; 
y  wyl  )>at  )>ou  no  man  hyt5  telle ; 

My  l>ody  y  take  }>e  here  to  selle  5752 

To  sum  man,  as  yn  bondage, 

To  lyue  in  pouert  and  yn  seruage ;  ° 

But  )>ou  do  J>us,  y  wyl  be  wroth, 

And  )>oii  and  Jjyne  shal  be  me  loth".      5756 
3yf  j>ou  do  hyt,  y  shal  )>e  $yue 

Ten  pownd  of  gold,  wrl  \\ith  to  lyue ; 

JX)  ten  pownd  y  take  )>e  here,  J 

And  me  to  selle  on  bonde  manere;  *  r>7GO 

Y  ne  recche6  vn-to  wliom,  i 

But  onlych  he  haue  ]>e  crystendom  ;  || 

J)e  raunswi  )>at  )>ou  shalt  for  me  take,  § 
•re  JHDU  shalt  sykernes  make,          5764 

For  to  $yue  hyt  blefely  and  weyl 

To  ]»..!•••  ni-ii,  cu/Vy  d.-yl, 

And  wt't/<holde  ]>erof  no  fyng, 

J)e  mountouns  of  a  fer}?yng."  5768 

hys  clerk  was  wo  to  do  fat  dr. If, 


Mes  Peres  mult  se  meruileit,* 
t  E  as  poures  benures  diseit  ,h 


494  S 


t  "  Quant  Deu  ad  poures  tant  ame, 

Qe  bienc  me  aparceif  de  verite, 

Qe  ceo  <\e  lem  a  euj  ada  duno 

A  dawpne  Deu  est  trestut*  liuere  !    ; 

f  lames,  si  Deu  plest,  de  mun  auer 

Ne  retendrai,  si  pus  saner 

Poure  qe  le  voille  receiure, 

Vesture,  manger,  ne  beiure,  4956 

Pus  qe  Deu  ad  poures  si  cher, 
§  Poure  ueil  estre,  &  poures  anier." f 
J  U  Vistement*  se  deliure  de  sun  auer ; 
*  Tut  come/ices  as  poures  dunn.  4960 

§  Sun  notaire  ad  pus  apele, 
||  Si  li  diseit  suuh  secre ; 

t  o  Qe  il  en  seruage  li  vendra ; ' 


t  Mttlt  souewt  li  Manacak 
Si  descouerir  li  voleit, 
Mes  si  il  fest  qe  li  din-fit. 
Or  e  argent  li  durreit,1 
I  hint  il  riches  estre  purreit.™ 

J  Di$  liures  de  or  a  mar<  lian«l.  i . 
Li  dune  Peres  le  tbeoloiu-r. 

*  "  E  rnoi,"  dist  Peres,  "  ausi 

i  E,  a  ki  voderas,  nir  v« ml-  ;  ; 

||  Mes  qe  seignur  eien  bapti 

t  Par0  fiance  seur  me  t 


4964 


4968 


t  ?;  (t»o  ma  ranrun  a  pourr;'1 

f  E  «|'   v//.<  i-irn1'  nr  ivtrndrej."  4976 

t  IT  Long  tens  ne  volt  sun  clerc  grantor, 


1  -f  hys  slepe  vpbreyde.         »  Hastely. 
8  katel.         *  jaf.         *  hyt  no  man. 
•  reecho  netier. 

h  De  celo  cote,  &JMU  a  sei  diseit 
ben.      d  I 


r-r 


la,  si  dcu  plest,  ne  nmrrai 
leske  a  tant  ke  poure  sai. 


«  Tout.         ]l  tut  t-n. 

»  veil' 

*  A.  has  this  line  first    B.  reads  for  "-i 

•ifl  -l.-Hoouereit, 
E  a  iceles  il  li  durreit. 
I1 
tot.        "  mon  seignur  weit  [leaf  40]. 

l-ar.        P  as  pooeret. 
'i  deoo*. 
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But  only  for  manas  and  for  drede. 

1Fordrede  Pers  made  hym  hyt  do, 

And  dede  hym  plyghte  his  trouthe  f er-to. 

AVhan  hys  clerk  hail  made  hys  othe,  5773 
Pers  dede  on  hym  a  foule  clothe ; 
Ynto  a  cherche  bofe  fey  $ede 
For  to  futfylle  hys  wyl  yn  dede.1         5776 
whan  fat  fey  to  fe  cherche  com, 
"Lorde,  foglit  fe  clerk,  now  whom 

MB 

Myjt  y  fynde,  fys  yche  sele, 

To  whom  y  my3t  selle  Pers  wele  ! "      5780 

£e  clerk  loked  euery  where, 
And  at  fe  last,  he  knew  where  ; 
A  ryche  man,2  fat  er  had  be 
Specyal  knowlych  euer  betwe,3  5784 

But  f urgh  myschauwce  at  a  kas 
Alle  hys  gode  y-lore  was ; 
*  3ole,'  f  us  fat  man  hyglite, 
And  knew  fe  clerk  wel  be4  sygfite.      5788 

))ey  spak  of  olde  a-queyntau?jce,      [leaf  so] 
And  ^ole  tolde  hym  of  hys  chauwce. 
"  3e,"  seyde  fe  clerk,  "  y  rede  fou5  bye 
A  man  to  do  fy  marchaumlye,  5792 

J5at  fou  mayst  holde  yn  seruage 
To  restore  weyl  fynt!  dam  mage." 

)3an  seyde  }ole,  "on  swych  chaffare 
wulde  y  feyn  my  syluer  ware."  5796 

jpe  clerkc  seyd,  "  lo,  one  here, 
A  trew  man  an  a  dubonure," 
Jjat  wyl  serue  fe  to  pay, 
Peyneble,  al  fat  he  may.  5800 

'  Pers,'  shalt  fou  calle  hys  name  ; 
For  hym  shalt  fou  haue  moche  frame, 
he  ys  a  man  ful  gracyous, 
Gode  to  wywne  vn-to  fyn  hous,  §        5804 
And  God  shal  ^yue  fe  hys  blessyng, 

1—1  ffarl.  omits  these  six  lines  that  0.  has. 
2  man  was.        a  knowelache  hem  betwe. 
4  by.          8  >e.  c  >y. 

7    &  a  debonurere. 


;   M.-s  par  manace  li  fista  otrier. 


t  Ensemble  sunt  apres  ale 
E  le  seint  luy  unt  visite  : '' 


4980 


t  Le  clerc  un  ami  i  troua, 
t  Qe  iadis  nwltc  ama ; 
t  Mes-aueuture  li  fu  auenu, 
t  Par  vnt  il  out  mult  perdu ; 
t  Zoil,  esteit  cestuy  nome, 


t  E  le  clerc  ad  m?^ltd  anioneste, 
t  Qe  vn  home  achatast  en  seruage 

t  Pur  restorer  sune  da??^mage 

Qe  il  out  ileokes  mene  ; f 
Si  luy  ad  Peres*  mustre. 

t  "  Cesth  sergant,"  le  clerc  diseit, 
t  "  Leaus  &  penible1  trouereit ; 
Est  dist,  ke  Deu  sa  benesun,k 
§  Par  luy  dorreit  a  sa  mesun." 
Zoil  del  achat  ad  rorasentu, 
E  Peres,  ^e  vilemerzt  fu  vestu, 


4984 


4988 


4992 


4996 


a  le  fet.         b  A  vne  eglise  en  .i.  autre  citi'. 

c  trouuait  .  .  .  tbnnent  amait.         d  le  ad. 

e  sun  g?-ant.         f  oue  ly  amene. 

s  pus  demustre.         h  Sun. 

'  penibles  le.         k  Est  . .  benesun  1),  om.  A. 
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And  foysyn,  yn  alle  f>yng." 

£e  clerk  3:1110  *  alle  hys  raunsun 

To  pe  pore  men  of  pe  tou«,  5808 

1'li-m-rly,  all.;  pat  he  toke, 

wypbelde  be  nat  a  ferpyng  noke.2 
Jfce  Emperoure  sent  hys  messageres 

alle  aboute  for  to  seke  Pers,  5812 

liut  pey  ne  my$t  neuer  here 

Of  ryche  Pers,  pe  tollcre, 

yn  what  stede'3  be  was  nome, 

:ivdynvard  be  was  become;          5816 

No  pe  clerk  wuld  telle  to  none, 

wbydyrward  pat  Pers  was  gone. 

logh 

Now  ys  Pers  by  come  bryche, 
Jfoat  er  was  bopii  stoute  and  ryche.        5820 
Alle  pat  euer  any  man  bym  do  bade, 
Pers  dyd  byt  w/t//  hert[e]  glad, 
lie  wax  so  mylde  and  so  meke, 
A  mylder  man  purt  no  man  seke ;        5824 
For  he  meked  bym  self  ouer  skyle, 
Pottes  and  dysslies  for  to  swele.4 
To  grete  penau?*ce  be  gan  bym  take,  [so,  coi.  2] 
And  mochii  for  to  fast  and  wake,          5828 
And  moche  he  loued  polmodnesse  J 
To  ry<  b. ,  to  pore,  to  more,  to  lesse. 
Of  alle  men  be  wuld  bane  doute, 
And  to  here  byddynu  mokly  loute;      5832 
wuld.-  p.-y  l.ydde  bym  sytte  or  stande, 

li.-  \vuldr  I..-  bowai 

And  for  he  bare  bym  so  meke  and  softe, 
Sliiw.  d  bym  fill  of te,  ||  58:i(J 

And  li.-lde  bym  l~.-ll.-d  or  wode, 
I-'"]   h,-  was  M,  mylde  of  mode.    | 
And  pry  p  ,v8  felaus 

Mysseyd  hym  most  yn  here  sawes ;     5840 
J]c  be  suffred  hero  vj.ln 

1  3af.        a  0.  eloss  'a  corner.'        3  stade  |wt. 
4  swyle.        *  £u«miore. 

»8aran«n  b  aide. 

I,      •    ;•  i.       I-    .-    ..    '. 


A. -bate.     Le  clerc  s'en  ala ; 
t  Le  rancun*  as  poures  duna. 

Ore  ayeb  Deu  al  Theoloner 
K  li  doigne  sa  grace  trouer ! 


Peres,  qe  estut  iac  vendu, 


Tantost  crust  en  gwut  vertu, 
t  En  eoures  ded  humilitej 
Ceo  estf  meiutenawt  exercii 


t  Les  esqueles  &  les  poz,  i 

E  les  viels  dras  refelepa  ; f 

Values  auant  de  tel*  mester 

Ne  serui  Peres  le  Tbeolouer.  5008 

iuncs  &  veilles  sun  cors  danta, 
|  E  pacieuce  mwlth  ama  ; 


•  li  incslire^t  ces  cumpainuns, 
*  E  li  :  t  les  fols'  bricuns; 

|  Tant  suffri  enk  kumilitd, 
t  Qe  fol  li  tindrcnt,  ou 


5012 


0  Les  oouerea  de  grant  h.  ad  Perea  ni.  haunt/'. 

f  as  garsufis  refeta. 

•  oele[lcaf40,  col.  2]. 

h  sur  tnte  chose.        »  mediaeient  foos. 

k  en  grant. 
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And  neuer  nagfct  a^ens  hem  seyde. 

$ole,  hys  lorde,  wel  vndyrstode 
J)at  al  hys  grace  and  hys  gode  5844 

Com  for  )>e  loue  of  Pers, 
)3at  was  of  so  holy  manors ; 
And  whan  he  wyst  of  hys  bounte, 
He  kalled  Pers  yn  pryuyte,  5848 

"  Pers,"  he  seyd,  "  }>ou  were  wurjjy 
For  to  be  wurscheped  more  fan  y, 
For  )>ou  art  weyl  w/t/i  Ihesu ; 
He  shewej>  for  fe  grete  vertu ;  5852 

Jjarfor  y  shal  make  J>e  fre ; 
Y  wyl  )>at  my  felaw1  J>ou  be."  § 

)5ar-to  Pers  granted2  noght, 
To  be  f reman,  as  he  besoght ;  5856 

lie  wulde  be,  as  he  was  ore, 
yn  fat  seruage  for  euermore. 
he  panked  j>e  lorde  myldely 
For  hys  grete  curteysy.  5860 

SyJ>J>en  Ihesu,  Jwrgh'  hys  niy^t, 
Shewed  hym,  to  Pers  sy^t, 
For  to  be  stalwor]>e  yn3  hys  fondyng, 
And  to  hym  haue  loue  longyng.  5864 

"  Be  nat  sorowful  to  do  penauwce ;  J  [39,  bk.] 
y  am  vtith  J>e  yn  euery  chauwce ; 
Pers,  I  hane  mynde  of  J)e ;  5867 

lo,  here  pe  kyrtyl  J>at4  Jjou  $aue  for  me ;  £ 
J3e;-for  grace  y  shal  J>e  sende, 
Yn  alle  godenesse  weyl  to  ende." 

Byfyl  )>at  seriauwtes  and  squyers 
|)at  were  wunt  to  seme  Pers,  5872 

went  yn  pylgrymage,  as  yn  kas, 
To  )>at  cuntre  fere  Pers  was. 
3ole  ful  feyre  gan  hem  kalle, 
And  preyde  hem  home  to  hys  halle.    5876 

1  my  felawe  )>at.        2  grauntede. 
3  ys.        4  0.  omits  'J>at.' 

a  multiplie. 

b— b        K«  sa  bunte  aparceit  &  sa  seintet^ 
'    Pur  coe  1'ad  apelej  &  dist  en  secre 
Ben.  , 


t  Zoil,  sun  seignur,  bien  entendi 

t  Qe  Deu  ces  biens  multipliaa  pur  li,  5016 

t  bQe  il  apa?-cust  la  seintete 

t  Peres,  &  sa  grant  bunte. 

t  Pur  ceo,  li  ad  apel£, 

t  E  dit  li  ad  en  secre  5020 

t  "  Bealb  frere,"  dist,  "  ore  m'ente/ide3, 


§  Desorec  mun  cu?«painu?i  serre^, 

t  Car  ieo  VMS  voil  enfranchir, 

t  E  desorec  cnm  frere  tenir."  5024 

t  Peres  en  nule  manere  luyd  g?-anta ; 


t  Nepurqwant,6  mwlt  li  mercia. 

En  seruagef  &  humilite 

Demeort,s  cum  out  comence.  5028 

.£  Aui?^t  par  tant,  qe  souente  fe 

Luyh  aparust  da??ipne  De  ; 

La  cote  li  ad  bien  mustre 
2  Qe  iadi$  li  aueit  dune ;  5032 

E  pur  cum  bien  se1  duna, 

Nostre  seignurk  ausi  li  mustra ; 

Pus  apres  Tad1  solace, 
J  E  qe  tristes  ne  fut,  1'ad  amoneste ;    5036 

"  En  vertue,"  dist  il,  "  &  en  bunte^, 

lesque  ta  mort  parceuere3,m 
o  Car  ieo  ai  vos  duns  receun 

Sicu??i  vus°  auez  bien  veu.  5040 

t  H  Auint,  qe  en  pelerignage  aleie/zt 
t  Serian^  qe  od  Peres  estre  soleient ; 


t  Zoil  al  mange?'  les  ad  prie, 
t  E  il  en  sa  mesun  suwt  entre. 

c  Desoremes.        d  coe.        c  Mes  n. 
f  uout  estre  &  en. 

&  leske  a  la  mort.         h  Del  ceil  ly. 
1  sei  memes.        k  sire. 

I  ly  ad  ben.        m  a  vos£re  m.  endurrej. 

II  tretuj  r.        °  S.  apertement  le. 


5044 
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Pers  was  fere,  fat  yche  sele, 


And  euerychone  he  knew  hem  wele. 


Pere8  ad  ce8  ««*  bien 


conu 


Alle  he  serued  hem  as  a  knaue  *  Mes  u  ^  lur  ^g^b  desco,ni, 

frit  was  wunt  here  seruyse  to  haue.      5880  Car  il  serui  alc  manger 

But  Pers  nat  $yt  fey  knew,  *  Qe  soleit  lur  seruise  auer  ;  [if.  "«,  «*.  23  5048 

,,                                             ,         colour  +  E  sa  face  esteit  desculureid 

For  penau.ce  changed  was  hys  hew  ;  J  J  De8  iunes  &  yeilles  &  JJ> 

Nat  forfy  fey  behelde  hym  fast,          5883  f  Nepurqwant,  mult  1'unt  regarde/ 

And  oftyn1  to  hym  here  yjen  fey  kast,  Pus  l'im  od«  1'autre  ad  oreille,          5052 

And  seyd,2  "  he  fat  stontii3  here,  t  "  Cest  serf  qe  ci  veuw  ester, 

Ys  lyche  to  Pers  tollere."  t  Mwlt  resemble  Peres  le  Theoloner." 

He  hydde  hys  vysege  al  fat  he  my^t,  f  Sun  vout,  tant  cun  peot,  ad  musce, 

Out  of  knowlych4  of  here  sy$t  ;            5888  t  Car  conu  ne  vout  estre  deh  gr6  ;       5056 

les  fey  behelde  hym  more,  t  Mes  plus  &  plus  1'unt  regard^,' 

And  knew  hym  weyl,  al  fat  were  fore,  f  E  Peres  memes  fu  aferme  :  k 

And  seyd,  **  3ole,  ys  ^one  f  y  page  ?  t  "  Zoil,  dient,1  bien  le  sachej, 

A  ryche  man  ys  yn  fy  seruage  ;            5892  t  Grant  homem  en  seruage  aue^  ;         5060 

J)e  eniperoure,  bofe  fer  and  nere,  t  Mult  Tad  1'empenir  desir^  ; 

Haf  do  hym  seche,  fat  we  fynde  here."  t  Bien  est  (\e  ci  le  auum  trou^," 

Pers  lestned,  and  herd  hem  5  spekyng,  t  Mes  Peres,  q?/ant  ceo  oy, 

And  fat  fey  had  of  hym  knowyng  ;     5896  Mwlt  li  pesa,n  sache^  de  fi.                  5064 

And  pryuyly  a-wey  he  nam,  t  En  embleis  a  la  porte  est  ale, 

Tyl  he  to  fe  porter  cam.  t  Si  ad  le  porter0  ileoqes  troue, 

j)e  porter  had  hys  speche  lore, 

And  heryng  also,  syn  he  was  bore  ;      5900  t  Qe  muj  &  surd  pus  qe  il  fu  nee 
But  f  urgh  f  e  grace  of  swete  Ihesu, 

was  shewed,  for  Pers,  feyre  vertu.  Esteit  ;p  mes  Peres,  par*  dawpne  D6e 

Pers  seyd,  "late  me  furf  go."  [it  ss,  bk.,  coi.  2]  f  Comander  qe  la  porte  ouersist.           5069 

•rter  spak,  and  seyde  "  30."            5904  f  "  Volunters,"  dist  ceoli,  &  issi§  fist 

He  fat  was  def,  and  doumbe  also,  Ore  oie;  miracle,  qe  le  mu;  parla 

Spak,  whan  Pers  spak  hym  to.  E  le  surd  oy  1—  mes  Peres  s'en  ala.1  5072 

Pers  out  at  fe  $ato  wente, 
And  f«-dyr  v>(i(><  f1'"*  God  hym  sente.  5908 

j)e  porter  ^ede  vp  to  fe  halle,  t  Le  porter  en  la  sale  est  entre, 

Ami  fys  merueylc  tolde  hem  alle,  t  E  sun  seignur  ada  cunte 

ofte.            *  aeyden.            '  stant.  '  B.  here  inserts  '  Pltu  Tun  al  aotre  ad  orill<-.' 

knowlache.                  r^.  k  E  ke  P.  fu  cil  vnt  a.    B  adds  «E  ooeett  a  Zoil 

tant  tost  mostreV 


ses  sergan)  ad  ben.        b  Mes  1.  s.  mt.  '  funt  il.        «  Treffmnt  serf. 

il  lur  s.  a.        *  descolori  est  »  1'empetsa.        «  .f.  vallet. 

reilles  k'il  haunt.-it.        r  eaganle.  P  ert  p««  k  q  de  la  part 

al.        h  de  sun.  r  Ly  comanda.        •  li.        l  va.        °  ad  tost 
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5912 


How  f  e  squyler  of  fe  kechyn, 

Pers,  fat  haf  woned  here  yn, 

•"He  asked  leue,  ry^t  now  late, 

And  went  furf  out  at  fe  $ate. 

Y  rede  $ow  alle,  $euef  gode  tent, 

whederward  fat  Pers  ys  went.  5916 

vritft  Ihesn  cryst  lie  ys  pryue, 

And  fat  ys  shewed  weyl  on  me ; 

For,  what  tyme  he  to  me  spak, 

Out  of  hys  mouf  me  foghtP  brak        5920 

A  flamme  of  fyre  bryght  and  clere ; 

)5e  flaumme  made  me  bof  speke  and  here  ; 

Speke,  and  here,  now,  bofe  y  may, 

Blessed  be  God  and  Pers  to  day  !  "      5924 

\)e  lorde  and  f  e  gestes  alle, 
One  and  ofe/-  fat  were  yn  halle, 
Had  merueyle  fat  hyt  was  so, 
)5at  he  my^te  swych  myracle  do.  5928 

J)an  asswyf  e  Pers  fey  soght, 
But  al  here  sekyng  was  for  no^t ; 
Xeuer,  Pers  fey  ne  fowide, 
Xy$t  ne  day,  yn  no  stounde ;  5932 

For  he  fat  toke  Ennok  and  Ely, 
He  toke  Pers,  f  urgh  hys  me?*cy, 
To  reste  wit/t-outyn  ende  to  lede 
For  hys  meknes  and  hys  gode  dede.  5936 

Take  ensample  here,  of  Pers, 
And  partef  with  f  e  pore,  $e  okerers, 
For  $ow  shal  neuer  come  loye  wtifc-ynne,  § 
But  30  leue  fyrst  fat  synne  ;  5940 

And  $yue  to  alines  fat  yche  f yng        [leaf  «o 
)5at  ^e  haue  wune  wyf  okeryng. 

Now  \vith  God,  leue  we  Pers ; 
God  ^yue  vs  grace  to2  do  hys  manors!  5944 


>ughte. 


2  0.  omits  'to.' 


a  k'cn  [If.  40,  bk.,  col.  2].        b  est,  sachej. 

c  Kar  le  a.  d.  e.  coe. 

d  E  hors  a  la  porte.         e  vi  issir. 

f  parler  me  fist  &  oir.        s  ennui^. 

h  Quere  peres  tantost  muj  alerc^it. 


t  "  Qe  cil  qe  dea  la  cusine  serui, 


t  Eschape  fust,  sust  il1'  de  fi ;  5076 

t  '  Me?  sire,'  dist  il,  'garde  perne}, 

t  Le  ami  Deu  est,  bien  le°  sache^  ; ' 

Qwant  il  ouerir  me  comanda, 
t  E  il  horsd  s'en  ala,  5080 

t  Vne  flambe  de  sa  buche  issiste 
t  Qe  oyr  &  parler  me  fist." f 


t      Le  seignur  &  tute  la  meine 

t  De  la  nouele  furewt  trouble ; «  5084 

t  M?«lt  su?zt  ale  qzterant  apres,11 

[leaf  146,  back] 

t  Mes  Peres  trouerewt  vnqwes  mes ; { 

t  Car,  kyk  Enoch  e  Helye  translata, 

t  La  ou  il  voleient,  le1  araena  5088 

t  En  reposm  en  aucun  leu, 

t  Pur  cesn  bunte^  &  sa  vertu. 

t  11  De  li  preignent  ensample  li  vsurer, 

t  E  od  Deu  partent0  lur  auer.  5092 

Nul  home  peot  messuer  p 

Si  il  mult  ne  seme  premer ; 
Jj  Ne  en  ciel  ne  pwrra  nul  regner 

Si  en  tere  ne  deserue  le  luer.'i  5096 

t  Od  Deu  lessum  le  Theoloner, 

Car  a  auarice  deuu??i  returner.1" 


1  vnkes  ne  trouerent. 

k  A.  omits  'ky'  and  B.  'Car.' 

1  voleit  les  B. 

111  Cestuy  e.  r.  mit.         n  ses  gran}. 

0  p.  oue  deu.        P  N.  ne  poet  mut  semer. 

'i   Ky  .  .  desert  son  louer. 

r  turnum  arer. 
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Yn    coueytyse    synnen    marchauntys ! 

iiu-kyl, 

Yn  feyiv  wurdys  ami  yn  fykyl, 
And  lictrjj  hym  gode'  J?at  he  bye)>, 
And  swere))  jjarto,  and  algate  lye)).       5948 

I'cys  and-  fals  mesure 
here  soules  haue  mysauenture. 

Also  hyt  longcj)  to  coueytyse 
?yf  j>ou  hyre  one  out  of  seruyse  5952 

]3urgh  }yft  or  Jmrgtl  procurment, 
J}ou  synnest  gretly  yn  swych  atent : 
Knuye  hyt  ys,  and  falsnes  yn  dede, 
15ut  $yf  hyt  were  for  J>e  morii  nede.      5956 

3yf  fou  boghtest  of  any  seriauut 
pryuyly,  yn  stylle  cuunaunt, 
fcvn^  Jnit  Jjou  wystyst  wel  was  stole, 
And  Jmrgli  J>y  byyng  was  forhole,        5960 
Hyt  ys  coueytyse  and  )>eft  pryne 
To  bye  J>yng  out  of  commalte.3 

$yf  J)ou  receyuedyst  any  what 
Of  one  )>at  hys  fyng  forgat ; 
I iut  )>ou  $yue  hyt  hym  a3eyn,  i 

valeu  for  certeyn, 
])ou  art  fall'-  fan  yn  ]>c  vyce 
Of,  coueytyse,  |vft,  and  auaryce.  § 

|)ou  ledyst '  any  man  to  j>e  ale 
And  madcst  hym  drunk  wit/* 
And  !»••  soldo  hys  )>yng  to  J)e 
M ••!•••  ))an  IM-  wiil«l<-  yn  soberte, 
llyt  seme))  )j«ni  art  a  gylour, 
And  coueytous,  ami  tivclmur.   * 
For  men  )>at  loue  to  do  gylerye, 


t  U  Par  coueitise  i>eche  marchant, 

Qe  la  gent  vet  deceuant  5100 

t  Per  fause  parole,  par  seremc7it, 

Par  unt  gylent  soue/tt  la  gent ; 
t  Par  faus  peis  &  faus  mesure 
t  Lur  almes  liurent  a  mesauent?fre.      5104 

IT  Chescun  ausi  siet  bien  par  qeor, 

Qe  peche  est  faus  almoner.* 


t  H  De  seriant  i^  se?/'iaiitcu  ben  gai 
Qe  VMX  nule  chose  ne  acliatej  ;  5108 

t  Nomemewt  si  v//.<  «piid^c 
Si  lad  chose  seit  eniblej, 


A    |>e  alehous  make  fc-y  man  -liau//dye,  § 
'!'"  !«•;  'in  \v/t//-yim«'. 


Car  ceus  qe  cunsentewt  a  larcin, 

E  laruws,  auerunt1'  vn»»  tin.  ">1  \'2 

H  Si  chose  vnqwesf  vblie 
5961    t  Retenistes  de  Most  re  eyn  degi*e, 

« Si  done  fust,  ou  en  gage, 

Si  rente,  ou  tounage,  5116 

|  Rendre  te  couient,  si       ;         ;ige, 
ji  ( )u  vita  pechere$  &  frej  outraged 

II  hSi  aautru  da  linages  consentistea, 

Repente$  v?w,  car  \us  mesprtstes.h    5120 

Kn  i|«l  man- /-e  (\e  ceo  fust, 

Mai  serreit  ceo,  &  poi'  dedut, 

Pus-  l  o>7  pndant ; 

JDe  ]w//-dun  dcuc;  .|///  n-k  sun  ^/'rtnt.  5124 

1T  Ki  home  cniurist  de  gre"e  [>if.i4«,bk.,coi.i] 
0  Par  fraude  on1  iiialigiiete1, 
0  Qe  dune  li  vende  bon  niarch6 
0  La  chose  q«  est  enm  sotoete  5128 

Vendiv  lit-  luy  out  -/vinte," — 
*  Cou<  itu  1  poclid/ 


5968 


5972 


;»(.)7:. 


i.iu/ules.  '  comnalte. 

leddest. 


fauaemcnt  an :  DC  f^rgant  A  srruanto. 

cree^[leaf41).         "   K.-  ,1-  I 
a  tutc.         f  vnkes  chose  k- 
«-«  Or  chose  en  gage,  rente  ou  tonnage, 
Vtw  pecbez  &  si  feti«  grant  outrage. 
DLTHfl   II 


h  -h        Si  <xmaentu  as  a  autre  damage 
Repents)  tost,  si  free*  ke  tags. 
1  M.S.  a  vu»  Jt  nnl.        k  n 
1  ft  grant        "'  Tele  chose  k'en. 
«  De  v.  a  ly  ne  out  vo. 
"  Coueitise  est,  k'est  grant  peche". 
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here  negfcburs  J>yng,  falsly  to  wywne.  || 

And  a  ryche  man  hy  t  noyej)  oftyn  tyde  gjj^j 
pat  a  pore  man  hat  ogfit1  besyde.         5980 
Alle  J>at  he  may,  vrith  euyl  he  fondys 
For  to  reue  hym,  and  haue  hys  londys ; 
3yf  he  may  nat  hem  at  hym  bye, 
He  wul  weyte  hym  o)?er  feluwnye,       5984 
hym  to  sle,  or  to  endyte,  | 
Or  feft  he  wyl  vpon2  hym  wyte, 
Or  ouj>er  skaj>e  he  wyl  hym  weyte, 
Hys  bestes  for  to  bete  or  bayte,3  5988 

To  ete  hys  grasse,4  or  foule  hys  corne, 
So  fat  hys  gode  shal  neuer5  be  lorne  : 
Of  swyche  men,  bojje  wryte  hyt  ys6  &  seyd, 
Moche  peyne  ys  before  hem  leyde  ;      5992 
here  synne  shal  no)>er  be  for^yuen  ne  slakyn 
Vn-to7  J>ey  ^elde  J)at  J>ey  haue  takyn  ; 
Here  mercy  ys  ful  on-8certeyn 
But  Jjey  $elde  hem  here  gode  a^eyn.    5996 

Of  J>ys,  before  30  herde  me  rede, 
How  seynt  Fursyn  founde  hyt  yn  dede ; 
And  here  y  shal  telle  a  lytyl  tale         5999 
Of  swyche  a  man  )>at  brewed  hys  bale. 

[The  Tale  of  Lucretius,  and  how 
the  Devil  leapt  into  himJ] 

Jjyr  was  a  man  fat  hyglit  Lucrecyus,  A  tale 
A  swyj>u  ryche  and9  coueytous; 
Besyde  hym  woned  a  mayden  wys, 
Here10  name  was  kalled  Beatrys.  *      6004 
Lucrecyus  J>ogh"t  on  felonye  ; 
here  landes  he  wulde  algate  bye. 
And,  shortly  $ow  for  to  telle, 
J)ys  lady  wulde  nat  hem  selle.  6008 


§  IT  A  la  taue/-ne  fuwt  marchandie 

Plusurs  qe  inn*  ne  freient  mie,         5132 

Lur  prome  par  circu??iuenciun 
||  Deceiue7*t :  qe  ne  deitb  nul  horn. 

IF  Mei?zt  horn  par  engresset6c 

Q^^ant  la  tered  sun  prome  ad  coueite,e 
t  Tant  li  fet  suuentf  ennuy  5137 

Qe  ve?idre  li  couient  sa  iere  a  luy ;  8f 

Mes  ieo  v?^  di  seurenient, 

Enh  sun  preome  peche  maleme?«t.     5140 

T  Trop  est  grant  mesprisiun 
|  Quant  lem  fet  oscir  vn  horn1 

Pur  auer  sak  possessiun ; 


Mttlt  suwt  il  certes  feolun ; l  5144 

Deu,  li  reism  omnipotent, 
Yeniaunce  p?-enclra  greuemewt." 


IT  Lire  ai  oy  al  muster0 
t  Vne  cuwte  qe  vus  voil  ci  cunter,p      5148 


[From  the  Legend  of  St.  Beatrice  in  the  Bollandist 
Collection,  under  29  July. — G.  Paris.] 

*  De  seiwte  Beatris,  vne  seinte  dame, 
Qe  mort  suffri  pur  sauuer  sa  aline. (i 
t  Vn  maueis  home,  Lucrecius,r 
t  Felun8  esteit,  &  coueitus;  5152 


1  ha>  oght  hym.       2  vpon  O,  on  H. 
4  ,™»00<»         5  nergt 

vn.      9  and  a. 


Kresse. 
7  Vntyl. 


beyte. 
ys. 
10  Here  0,  He  H. 


t  La  possessiun  coueitoit* 
Qe  cesteu  dame  tenoit ; 


a  les  bons.         b  &  coe  ne  dust.         c  e.  grant. 
d  chose.       e  veit  coueitant.       f  souent  grant. 
8  couent  a  lye.        h  A. 


1  hon  fet  occir  nuls  horn. 

k  la  sue.        i  Mut  fet  cely  ke  felun. 

m  Deus  roy  de  glorie. 

n  De  teus  prendra  gref  vengement. 

0  ben  &  canter.        P  v.  rehercer.        •!  1'alme. 
r  Lucretius  B,  lurecius  A.        8  Ky  felun. 

1  mut  coueiteit.        u  la  seinte. 


Hmv  Liicretius  went  to  Hell  for  killing  St.  Beatrice,  and  taking  her  Land.     195 

when  he  wyst  hyt,  fan  was  hym  wo ;  Estreitement  se  purpenseit 

He  weyted  here,  and  ded  here  slo.  ||  Coment  auer  lea  poeit ;                      5156 

whan  he  had  do  here  fat  pyne,   }  U  °8cir  la  *»"'!****,*&  ™\**t, 

n    ,        .      ,     ,  T .    *                e  flA1 0  Pur  ceo  qe  ele  crust  en  Ihesu  Crist. 

^  n  alle  here  landes  he  toke  sesyne,  §  6012  j  Q^  Cmorte  fa  lft  8einte  fej||me/J 

And  was  fan  a  ryche  lordyng  §  Sa  tero  seisi,  cest  maueis  home.*       5160 

And  bare  hym  stoute1  as  a  kyng.2  A  grant  bruste  &  grant  nobley 

j)ys  Lucrecyus  made  a  feste,  t  Sun  entre"f  fist,  cum  fust  vn  rey.    [leaf  u?] 
A  ryche,  wt'tA  men  of  noble  geste.       6016 

De  lordynges  fat  he  my3t  gete       deaf «,.  b.ck]  $««*  vint  le  hure  de  manger, 

/ _  .  Ces  ostes  comenca  reheyter :              5164 

MtU  wit/<  hym  at  fe  mete  ;  poi  ad  del  venianceg  Deu  ^^ 

And  as  he  sat  yn  alle  hys  pryde,  Qe  il  prendreit  de  sun  peche. 

Com  a  pore  wowiman  fat  tyde,             6020  f  Vne  poure  fewime  al  hus  veneit, 

And  bare  a  chylde  yn  clofes  loke,  *  Eh  vn  enfant  letant  porteit ;             5168 

fee  pappe  yn  f  e  mouf  e  as  hyt  had  soke ;  *  J  Par  nature  ne  saueit1  parler ; 

Hyt  hade  neuer  spoke  before,  saun}3  fayle,  J  §  De  tant  est  m^/'iieilh-  qe  viw  voil  cunter.k 

Jjarfor  y  telle  hyt,  fe  more  meruayle.  §  6024  ||  A  haute  voij  1'enfant  parla, 

As  for  grete  myracle,  fe  chyld  seyd  fus,  ||  Cum  le  sei/*t  espirit  1'enseigna,         ."'172 

"  y  sey  to  fe,  Lucrecyus,  «  Lucrecius >M  adm  apel6, 

]3at  )>ou  hast  slayn  seynt  Beatrys,  jj  Oyant  la  gent  qe  1'unt  escut^ ; n 

To  haue  here  lond  fat  by  here  4  lys.     6028  §  "  VM*  aue3»"  dist»  "  O8cis  <***>  ^^  5 

,0.  art  come  no,  vn-to  he.  fe,  t  t^S^SSSl,               "" 

And  syttest  fere  yn  fy  pouste ;  Tenir  le  quide^  en  seurete ; 

And  y  comauwde,  f  urgh  Goddys  my^t,  f  Mes  ie  uus  dij,  par  da??ipne°  D&, 

]}e  deuyl,  yn-to  fe  to  ly$t."                   6032  t  Qe  a  vifsP  deables  estes  comande."  5180 

As  sonii  as  fe  chylde  had  spoke, 

)>e  fende  yn-to  hym  was  lope,  t  A  taut  en  luy  le  deable  entra, 

And  traueyled  hym  fre  dayys  wtt/*  pyne  t  E  par  treis  hures  le  trauailla  : 
]5at  alle  hyt  sawi.:  w/t//  here  yne  ;         6036 
And,  at  fe  fre  day[y]s  end.-, 

II-  deyde,  and  to  helle  gan  wende.  t  Pus  ad  sa^  alme  enport6 ; 

loke  now,  how  fe  deuyl  hym  laght  f  Coueitise,  alla^,  Tad  dawpne"  !            5184 
For  coueytyse  of  wurldys  aght.            6040 
Fnl  wykked  ys  fat  coueytyse, 
with  ofer  mennes  gode  falsly  to  ryse. 

ys  were  fan  ys  fe  lore  t  f  Trop  erf  certes  bricunier 

1  stoat.    a  kyng?.    3  sauntj.    4  )«  (here  adv. ).  •  ne  fout  1'enfant        k  m.  a  cantor. 

l  B,  Eucrociua  A. 


•  M  tere  auer.        b  penam.  . 

°-«  1*  aelnte  dame  fu  mort.  n  la  mt  eatee.        °  de  part  dame 

d  eel  m.  a  tort        •  bruit.  f  Sea  entm-.s.  P  aa.        1  Tant  tort  aprea  ad  1' 

•  de  la  renganz.        h  Ke.  r  grant  brioonie. 


196     Beivare,  ye  Rich  !  Death  is  at  hand.     Misers,  Reaper s-up  of  Gold,  warnd. 


To  do  a  man  to  def  f  arfore.  6044 

Of  God  almy3ty  haf  he  noun  eye, 

Ne  he  ne  fenkef l  for  to  deye ; 

On  hys  def  he  fenkef  neuer, 

And  f  arfor  deyef  -  he  for  euer.  6048 

"  3e  ryche  men,  30  ryche  purchasours, 

3e  wene  fat  al  f  e  worlde  be  3ours ; 

And  yn  alle  $oure  moste  purchace 

Comf  3oure  def  suwnest  yn  place  ;       6052 

God  shewef  hyt  ofte  to  3ow ; 

Jjcnkef  f  eron  for  $oure  prow.  [*  if.  *o,  bk.,  coi.  2] 

*What  seye  30  by3  fese  streyte  negons4 
jjat  se  al  day  Goddes  persones5  6056 

Before  hem  deye  for  mysese, 
And  fey  are  ryche  and  wel  at  ese, 
And,  3yt  mow  fey  no  fyng  spare  + 
To  helpe  f  e  pore  fat  mys  fare.  6060 

Swyche  a  man  ys  auarous, 
weyl  wers  fan  ys  coueytous ; 
For  coueytyse  ys  yn  purchace, 
And  auaryce  halt  long  space.  6064 

A3ens  mokerers  wyl  y  f  repe 
Jjat  gadren  pens  vn-to  an  6  hepe ; 
y  warne  hem  alle  yn  f  ys  wurde, 
whan  mokerers  gadren  yn-to  hurde      6068 
J)e  deuyl  ys  here  tresorer, 
For  auaryce  ys  hys  spenser. 

Y  speke  to  men  of  ryche  lyfe 
})at  han  no  charge  of  chylde  ne  wyfe,  6072 
persones,  prestes,  fat7  han  here  rente, 
And  oufer  fat  han8  grete  extente, 
)5at  mow  weyl,  at  alle  3ers,9 
lyue  as  lordes,  and  be  here  pers  : 10       6076 
jjese  nede  nat  to  haue  tresourye, 


t  Acun  home  tolir  laa  vie, 
bPur  nule  terriene  chose 
Qe  faudera  a  chief  de  pose.b  5188 


U  Ke  homec  ne  deit  autre  angusser 
Pur  sun  terrien  chatel  auer. 


II  Gil  qe  est  si  dur  ded  qeor, 

Si  tricherus,6  &  si  auer,  5192 

Qe  ou  les  poures  ne  veut  partir 

Qtiont  il  meseisef  les  veit  suffrir, 

Meus  vaut  lessir  ces  pains*  musir, 

E  de-su3  li  ces  biens  purrir,  5196 

Qe  delh  surplus  partir  od  Deu, 

Poi  uaut  plus  qe  vn  iudeu.1 

Alla3,  qei  a  Deuk  respundera,  5199 

Qz^ant  al1  drein  iur  li  demandera  [if.  HT,  coi.2] 
*  Come/it  ces  biens  adm  despenda 
Qwant  poy  ou  nient  parti  ou  luy ; n 
Poi  guerdun0  pwrra  demander 
De  Deu,  qe  est  rey  sip  dreiturel.       5204 


1T  Ky  outre  mesure  cyme*!  deners, 
Grant  signe  est  qe  il  est  auers ; 


nat.       -  deyb.       3  be.       4  nygones. 
6  prysones.        °  vntyl  a.        7  J>at  O,  >an  H. 
8  haue.        9  jeres.         10  peres. 

a  Tolir  a  nul  h.  sa. 

b— b     Pwr  teriene  chose  ov  honur 

Ke  vus  faudrunt  a  chef  de  tur. 


c  nul.         d  de  si  dur. 

e  E  si  grant  chinche.         f  meseises  grant. 

8  sun  pain.         h  le. 

1  .i.  tel  plus  ke  .i.  geu. 

k  a  deu  coment.        l  a  son.        m  ici  despendi. 

n  oue  ly  parti.         «  de  guerdon. 

P  si  A,  om.  B.         <i  quUle. 
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But  aftyr  manhede  and  curteysye. 

3yf  an  husbond  chyldryn  haue, 
One  or  two,  mayden  or  knaue,  6080 

He  may  haue  store  and  tresour  || 
To  kepe  wtt/i  hys  chyldryn  yn  honour.  * 
\vt-l.  y>  \vurfy  fat  he  haue  gode, 
J3at  wel  dyspendef  hyt  on  hys  blode.  6084 
As  wykkedly,  me  )>enkej>  ys  hyt  doun, 
A  man  to  gadyr  oute  of  resoun, 
And  do  f''/-w/t/<  IIOUTZ  alines  dede, 
Pore  men  to  helpe  at  nede.  6088 

A  man  fat  haf  pens  in  chest, 
Ynnefes  to  slepe  haf  he  rest  ; 
wit//  alle  fat  go  nerhond,  hym  greues, 
For  alle,  he  wenef  fat  fey  be  feues  ;  6092 
jjus  seyf  he  fat  gadref  tresoure,      [leaf  «] 
Of  alle  fat  go  byfore  hys  dore. 
Swych  euyl  foghtes  here  soulc'  fenkef, 
And  seye  of  hem  euyl,  f«t  iiouw  hym1 


fenkef. 

He  fat  gadryf  to  tresorye,  — 
Be  he  neuer  so  wys  ne  slye,  — 
J)e8e  f  re  sorwes  2  shal  ho  haue, 
hys  tresour  for  to  gete  and  saue  : 
J)e  fyret,  ys  trauayle  yn  f  e  wynnyng  ; 
|?e  toufer,  ys  drede  to  kepe  fat  f  yng  ; 
J>'*  hyJ  ys  fe  most  wo, 
|)at  tyme  fat  he  shall  parti;  farfro. 
"pou  rycla-  mm.  fou  lestene  weyl  ; 
)X)U  gettyst  but  sorow  of  m-  /  -y  deyl. 
Sykyr  lyfe  shalt  fou  noun  lede  ; 
)3yn  lierte  ys  ferfor  cii'r  yn  dn-dc." 
And  i  il  telle  a  lyte, 

A  wurde  of  a  gode  Krmyt--. 


6096 


6100 


6104 


6108 


hem. 


s.,r,,uv 


•  di  pna ;  and  '  puruer '  ia  glo«t  '  pru.  i . 
b  le  eoen.  ;>res  coe  eunleter. 

d  Ou?y  .  f.illes.        •  quille. 

'  Ekione[lf.  ll,l.k 


Ne  desdi*  qe  il  ne  se  peot  puruer, 
"  E  bien  retenir  sunb  auer,  5208 

^  Pur  apres  meus  espleiter,0 

Come  ces  filesd  marier  : 

,  Mes  ki  mult  les  eymee  sanj  resun, 
Hardiement  di  qe  il  est  bricun.          ">•_»  1  - 


Odf  nwlt  grant  pour  dormira 
,  Pur  les  deners  qe  il  a  ;* 
En  mwlt  de  lus  la  ouh  il  irra, 
De  sun  tresor  pensiraj  .".•_•  l«; 


f  Kik  seure  vie  veit  demcner, 
Mu$  deniere  ne  peot1  amaner. 


K  quilli  auero. 

h  E  en  tut  les  las  k*. 

i  tuz  iurs  penierm  : 

Kar  1'eacripture  tMmoine  la, 
4  La  ov  cat  tun  tretor.  tun  .{uor  terra.' 

'    ,l,!t. 
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[The  Tale  of  the  good  Hermit  who    [Also  found  in  the  Spanish  MS.  'Libro  da  Los 
,7        i*  T       j       7  ' 

gave  away  the  Money  he  had 
saved  J] 

An  ermyte  woned  fer  ouer  a  doune,  A  tale. 


no.  294.—  G.  Paris,  Hist.  Lift,  de  la 

xxviiL  200>] 


yn  a  wasteyne,  fer  fro  j>e  toune ;          6112 

jjys  ermyte  |>ogfit  vp-on  a  day 

£at  he  was  yn  febyl  aray, 

And  seyd,  he  wulde  gader  to  store 

Tyl  eftsones  he  had  nede  more.  6116 

He  gadred  vn-to  store  fast, 

pat  hys  purs  he  fylled  at  J)e  last. 
))o  was  he  yn  grete  stodye 

where  he  my$t  do  hyt  pryuylye,  6120 

For  to  lese  hyt  he  was  a  dred ; 

And1  $ede  and  leyd  hyt  at  hys  bed. 

whan  he  shuld  slepe,  he  my3t  noght, 

So  moche  on  hyt  was  hys  )?oght ;         6124 

whan  he  sagft  men  come  or  go, 

He  Jjogfrte  and  seyde,  "J>eues  are  ]>o." 

Euery  man  lie  wened2  had  be  a  robbour, 
For  drede  fat  he  had3  tresoure.  6128 

And  whan  he  seyd  hys  cures  of  J>e  day, 
He  Jjoght  on  hys  tresour  \er  hyt  lay. 
And  more  was  he  J>an  morenande  [if.  41,  coi.  23 
SeJ)en  J)an  beforehand  :  6132 

pan  seyd  hywi  self,  "  weyl  y  ferde 
Ar  y,  yn  purs,  penys  4  sperde ; 
Now  slepe  y  neuer  but  wtt/i  kare, 
Syn  y  wyst,  where  pens  ware."  6136 

"  y  trowe,"  he  seyde,  "  ]?at  Goddys  curs 
ys  spred5  wtt/i  pens,  yn  J>e  purs." 
he  ros  vp  and  $ede  to  hys  ^ate, 
And  sagh  twey  men  come  yn  j>e  gate  ; 6 
He  parseyued  weyl  whydyrward  Jjey  cam, 

1  He.        2  wende.        3  hadde. 

4  penys  0,  pens  H.     5  sperde.     6  0.  gloss  '  wey.' 

a  Ky  loinj  en  vne  gastine. 

b  Pensait  k'encuntre  coe  ke  out. 

c  Acuns  deners  n'out  en  burse. 


^  Un  h'rmite  iadi}  esteit 
t  Qe  en  vne  wastinett  maneit ;  5220 

t  Pensa,  encuntre  qe  il  ustb  mester, 

t  En  burse  voleit  denersc  auer. 

f  Cest  homed  quilli  si  longemewt 

f  Qe  il  enburca  un  poi  de  argent ;        5224 


Mes  cil  qe  soute  dormir  a  ese, 

t  Apres  dormi  a  gr«ntf  mal  ese  : 

t  Tant  de  ces  deners  penseit, 
Qe  desu$  sa  teste  mis  aueit ;  5228 

ChescuwS  home  qe  il  vist  de  iur, 

t  Quidah  qe  il  fut  vn  robeur. 


11  JVn  iur  vindrewt  dou$  horn 

Vers  la  ou  fut  sa  mesun ;  5232 

Bien  quids,  qe  il  furewt  larun  ; 

d  Cestuy.         e  ky  solait.         f  d.  muta. 
K  Ke  chescun.          h  Quidost. 
*—  *    Vn  iur  .ii.  homes  venaient, 

E  il  quidout  k'il  larruws  esteient ; 

De  sa  burse,  cuwi  custume,  out  pensa ; 

Ceste  burse  a  son  lit  prendre  ala. 
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An« I  swyj>e  aftyr  hys  purs  he  ran,        6142 

And  kast  hyt  to  hem  euery  deyl, 

And  seyd,  "hauej>,  and  broukej)  hyt  weyl, 

For,  myn  lierte  was  neuer  yn  reste 

6yn  y  had  hem  a  ny^tys  geste ; 

For  shal  y  neiur,  aftyr  J>ys  day, 

Purs,  prns,  $yf  J>at  y  may."  ||  6148 

ftarfor  he  ]>at  mekel  has, 
Hys  lierte  ys  yn  many  a  kas ; 

f?at  fyke1  pore  ermyte 
was  yn  drede  for  so  lyte.  6152 

Auaryce  ys  )>y  moche  fo ; 
)>•  loue  of  God  2  hyt  dragfce))  J>e  fro ; 
Anil  syluer  algat[e],  namely, 

vs  a  god  of  maumetry ;  6156 

For  maumetry  ys  inadii  alle 
Of  golde  and  syluer  and  swych  matalle, 
J>e  sara^yns  and  ouj><?r  wanbodyes, 
))er-of  J>ey  make  fat  are  here  goddes ;  6160 
ft.  i  iv  for  y  rede  j>at  30  loue  hyt  nogftt, 
•  >uer  moche  to  haue  yn  thogfit : 
J)yr  ys  no  )>yug  yn  erj>e  aboue, 
pat  draghj)  so  moche  mannas  loue         6164 
Fro  God,  ne  fro  Goddys  wurde,4 
As  gold-.''1  an. I  syluer  leyde  yn  hurd«- : 
And  y  haue  ofte  herdi:  seye 

•  •n  whan  Jx-y  shuldc  deye,     6168 
|?ey  wulde0  haue  her*  pens  etc  [ir.4i,bk.] 

J?an  any  oujjer  had  hem  gete; 
And,  here  ar  y  former  go, 

al  telle  of  one  J?at  «1<-«17  so.  6172 


beke.        •  God  O,  <w.  i!. 

NoO.  [If.  :j.  1-k.]        *  wrdO.        a  orO. 

uM,-  o.         7  bat  wide  0. 


getoat.        b  ses  v.  ben  <|iiidout. 
tant-tost  apres.         d  1  icr. 

let  ves  ft  ben  le. 

M«  ne  sen-nut  par  moi  deiKrs  miill- 1. 
11  Kar  CCUM  kc  vos  [lr.  J-jJ. 

1  coe. 
1  Pus.  . 


t  De  sa  burse  quida  a  custu/// ; i 
t  Ces  deners  hors  lur  geta,* 

Car  pur  ceo  vindr-//t,  bion  «iuida;b  5236 

Pus  si  lur  ad  dit  apres0 
§  Qe  vnque*  ne  poeit  dormir  en  pes  pt  u?,  bk.] 

Tant  cum  ces  denere  aueit, 

Tant  sa  tested  de  pour  trembleit ; '    5240 

"  Eiej  les:  biene  sachej 
||  Qe  deners  ne  voil  <jr/e'llcr  iames." f 

IT  Vn  autre  mal  vient  de  quiller, 
E  souewt  le  ueurn*  auenir,  5244 

i  Qe  cil  lesh  deners  aueruwt 
Qe  poi  p?^-  1'alme,  ou  rien  nek  fru//t. 
Pur  ceo  se  dust  chescuw  purpenser 
En  sa  vie  sa  alme  eyder, 
Car,  bien1  saohe  chescu/t  de  fi, 
Qe  tost  ert  mis  en  vbli. 
Apres  qe  del  corsm  1'alme  irra, 
U0uesk  sei  rien  ne  jwrtera  : 
Ki  en  sa  vie  aucuw  ben  fet  a," 
Seureniewt  diwk  le  trouera. 
H  Nul  home  trop  vtraiusemewt 
°Pur  ne  deit  tailler  sa  gent, 
Ceo  est  a  dire,  trop  souent, 
Ne  trop  prendre  greuenimt.  ' 
Deu,P  le  pere  om?tipotent, 
Si-  jiloint  um\t  de  tiele  gent  5260 

ne  cessent  del  robber, 
1  >'oschorchier  no  de1'  man_ 
"Pur  qw^ls  il  duna  sun  duj  qeor 
<^/ant  il  se  lessa  en  croij  pener." 
KM  !<•  p/'ophete1  est  escrit 
La  peine  qe  1>< -u  luy  i'/-emist,u 

1  iur  .!<•  iuisev  ceoly  lie  orra, 
'^^  ci  de  poiuv  HP  /-i-i  ne  auera.         ,">26S 

»_n       K'eu  ne  cmportcra  del  aecle  one  ly 
Meskibenov  i  mera. 

Coe  eat  a  dire,  trop  sou  vent 
Ne  dust  prendre,  ne  trop  irrcfuieut 
De  serfs  k  v  a  ly  snnt  obedient. 
P  karden.        '«  delagrnt. 
K  de  es.  vif  ou. 

Cenx  par  tjucus  iliemi  son  quer 
x  leasa  seingner. 

•mist 
*  K 
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[Hie  Tale  of  the  Cambridgeshire 
Miser -Parson.] 

yn  Chambryg-shyre,  yn  a  toune,        A  tale. 

y  herd  telle  of  a  persoune  : 

Shortly  to  telle,  at  f>e  laste, 

hys  dej)  euyl1  down  hym  kaste.  6176 

Men  sente  aftyr  twey  freres, 
j)at  pe>-auenture  were  hys  eimseylers  ; 
feese  freres  cam,  and  by  hy??i  sate, 
and  asked  hym  of  hys  state.  6180 

j)is  persone  lay,  and  loked  furJT- 
vn-tyl  a  cofre  yn  J>e  north. 
]3arto  J>e  frere  $af  gode  tente 
whyderward  hys  y$en3  glente ;  6184 

Jjarto  he  loked  eue/-4  anone, 
And  lay  sty  lie  as  a  stone ; 
pan  asked  j>e  ton5  frere, 
"  what  ys  yn  J>ys  cofre  here  ? "  6188 

Jje  pgramu  spak  no  fyng, 
But  $af  a  grete  syghyng. 
))e  freres  kalled  men  hem  to, 
))at  cofre  for  to  vn-do  :  6192 

j)e  persones  men  come  echone : 

«  Key,"  fey  seyd,6  "  hadd  ]jey  none." 

J3e  lyd  vp  sone  Jjey  wraste, 

And  brak  ))e  lok7  at  )>e  laste ;  6196 

And  J>ere  J>ey  fonde  J>e  cofre  ful 

Sperd  wyj)  Jje  deuylys  mill 

Of  florens  and  of  goldrynges, 

And  of  many  ou)>er  fynges  6200 

Jfcit  were  of  syluer,  vcsseles, 

And  gold  and  oufer  luweles. 

J3e  wrecche  saw  hys  tresoure  sperd,8 

1  euyl  0,  om.  H.          -  forth  0. 

:!  ejen  0.          4  eure  0.          5  to  0. 

r>  seyde  pey  had  0.        "  lokc.s  0.        8  spred  0. 

a  tut  en.       b  scruise  terien.       c  Mes  k'il  seit. 

d  estre  dedone  B,  desdun6  A. 

e  trop  grant. 

f  de  granz  pechej  [If.  42,  col.  2]. 


^  Si  rente  de  eglise  vnqwes  donastes 

Pur  pour  de  home  qe  vus  dotastes, 

Ou  pur  consanguinite 

A  home  de  voster  parente,  5272 

Ou  pur  aucun  seculer  amur, 

(Cum  hint  plusiurs  tute*  iur,) 


Ou  pur  aucun  autre  rienb  5275 

Mesqes  il  estc  bou  creistien,  [if.  it", bk.,  coi.  2] 
Meus  vaudreit  estre  desdune,d 
Car  fet  aue$  gr«nte  peche. 
U  Vn  de  iplus  grant  peche f  de  ceste  vie 
Est  duner  eglise  par  symonie  :  5280 

Ki  veut  estre  en  donant  seur,s 
Doigne  pureme?^t  pur  Deu  amur.h 
De  ceste  peche  plus  durrai* 
I  Qwant  de  sacrilege  pew-lerai.  5284 

U  Clers  lettres  qek  bien  s'entendewt, 
Veient  mult  bien  qutwt1  il  mesperne?it : 
Lur  peche^  qem  treoue?zt  en  liure, 
N"e  volu?>i  pas  ci  descriure ; n  5288 

Pur  ceo  les  passerai  de  gree, 
Qe  vers  moi  ne  seie?*t  coruce  ; 
Nepurqw«nt  pl?«s  ere?zt°  hlainc^ 
Qe  laye  gent  pur  Iur  peche^,  5292 

Car  il  veient  apa/*tementp 
Qei  fet  a  fere,  &  qei  nient.i 

y-  del  doun  asseuiv. 

h  Le  dune  pureme?tt  \mr  le  amow  de  di-. 

1  vus  dirrai. 

k  Clers  lettres  ky  B,  Clers  qe  A. 

1  mut  ben  B,  om.  A.         m  peche  k'il. 

"  ici  escriuere.         "  Nekedent  p.  serrmit 

P  tut  ap.  . 

'i  Kuant  il  pechent,  &  kua\\t  nent. 
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And  sette  hym  up  yn  hys  betide,          6204 
And  bekened1  fer-aftyr  wit//  hys  hand:2 

ier>;  seyd,  "  y  vndyrstande3 
J)at  he  wulde4  haue  sum  of  J>ys."      ^yf'jjf'1 
toke  and  fylde  a  syluer  dysshe  6208 
Ful  of  pens,  and  to  hym  broglit. 
To  86  wliat  was  yn  hys  )>0gfit. 
h«-  toke  and  fylde  ful  hys  fyst, 
And  yn-to  hys  moupe  J)e  pens  kyst,      6212 
As  fat  he  wuldr'4  IK-HI  liaur  ete, 
}yf  he  my$t  hem  al  haue  gete. 
Ami,  wlian  J>ey  sagh  hym  Jms  do, 
)3e  frere  styrte  hym  vn-to,  6216 

And  toke  }>e  dysshe  of  hys  hand 
Magre5  hys  wylland.  [»**//. //,»*; 

And  a-none  he  fylle  downe, 
And  di-yiV,  y  wene,  yn  a  suowne.          6220 

|j  now  how  hys  louyn^ 
Bro^t  hym  to  euyl  endyng  ! 

haf6  loiu-d  and  liolde  faste, 
\\illi  slianio  J>ey  departed  at  J>e  laste  ;  6224 

ro  liyt  were  bettyr  here 
Dysj)ende  liere  J>yng  on  gode  manere, 
)jan  for  to  ley  liyt  vp  yn  inucche, 

yu  cofre,  ofe/7  yn  hucche.  6228 

Auary.  ,  iydi«-  and  liarde, 
ys  a  fefe,  a  inokriad,s 
whan  In-  muccliff  pmiyly 

;n  in  myjt  lyuc  l.y.  6232 

ie  men  gadere  ryche  tresours 
To  make  wtt/t  ryche  executours  : 

]3e  wliyles  fe  execiitonrs  tekce, 

(  't '  !  ivkke;  :36 

dy,  wliyl  hyt  on  )KT^  lys, 
A  day  ..r  two  ya  holde  yn  prys, 

'•lian  liyt  y-  M        ;  .ght, 

v  ne  soulb  geto  ry^t  noght ;  6240 

Be  he  broght  nobly  to  hys  \ 

1beknedeO.  -..Ic  0.  •  Maugre  0.        •  had  0.        "  or  0. 

3  -stonde  0.  *  wMe  0.  •  inokcrani  0. 
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Dette  and  soule  fey  fynke  al  quyt. 

loke  fej-fore,  executore, 
3yf  fou  haue  $yt  hold  yn  store  6244 

jjat  J>ou  oghtest  for  to  haue  $yue,  §  [ieaf«] 
But  fro  day  to  day  hast  hyt  dryue  : 
)5ou  synwest  fan  wykkedly, 
And  doust  f  e  soule  treytory ; 
But  f  us  seyj)  holy  story, 
|3e  soule  fat  ys  yn  purgatory 
lokef  fast  aftyr  f  e  socoure 
Of  f  e  gode  executoure ; 
3yf  he  hyt  helpe  for  to  saue, 
Grete  mede  fan  shal  he  haue ; 
And  $yf  he  do  nat  hys  ordynau^ce, 
hyt  askef  of  God  to  hym  veniauwce. 

Of  alle  fals  fat  beryn  name, 
Fals  executours  are  maste  to  blame, 
fe  pope  of  fe  courte  of  Rome, 
A^ens  hem  ^yff  he  harde  dome, 
And  cursef  hem  yn  cherchys  here 
Foure  tymes  yn  f e  ^ere. 

Of  alle  executours  fat  men  fynde, 
werst  are  fyn  owne  kynde, 
And  fy  chyldryn  specyaly 
Are  to  fy  soule  vnkyndely : 
]?y  chyldryn  alle  sey  ryght  f  us  : J 
"  whom  shuld  fey  3yue  hyt,  but  vs  1 "  6268 
y  grauwte  weyl  hyt  ys  ^yue  to  f  e ; 
Be  f ou  to  hem  fan  swawhat  fre  : 
Jjat  was  heren,  now  hyt  ys  f yne ; 
helpe  hem  penvyf  oute  of  pyne  \ 
But  f  ou  mayst  nat,  for  auaryce, 
)?at  haf  f  e  bounde  yn  fat  vyce, 
To  spare  no  f yng  fat  was  hys 
For  to  brynge  hym  to  blys. 


6248 


6252 


6256 


6260 


6264 


6272 


6i>7G 


1  ryght  pus  0,  )>us  H. 


a  feir.        b  uoliej. 

Choses  ke  pur  le  mort  fere  dusex  : 

E  couent  ke  les  amendes  facej. 


t  H  Gardej  si  vnq-ues  executur 
De  aucuw  fussez  a  mil  iur, 
Quant*  peniblemewt  ne  feisse^1' 

.^  Qe  fere  pur  luy  dusse3.° 
Trop  led  serreit  coueitie,d 

t  Al  mort  fere  boidie.e 


5296 


5300 


Mwlt  ai  veu,  &  trop  souent, 
t  Mauueis  executurs,  nomemewtf 
t  A  home  mort  sun  parent, 

E  clerc  qe  a  la  fee  bien  s'entend.s 


5304 


d  Kar  trop  est  led  coueitise. 

e  b.  en  nule  guise. 

f  &  nom.  .  . 

K  E  plus  clers  ke  laie  gent. 
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And  many  tymes,  so  hyt  gos, 
ii  11  -n  nes  eyres  are  here  most  fos  ; 

•hrewei 

Xamly,  an  eyre  fat  ys  a  qu< 

fat  desyref  hys  fadrys3  ded  ;  6280 

fte  haue  men  herde  and  sen 

~\vych  eyres  haue  ben. 
yn  London,  ))e  wurde4gan  go,  [leaf  42,  col.  «] 
Jjat  t-yiv.s  ded  here  fadrys  slo  ;  6284 

And  wym-3  wundryng  was  so  bolde 
T«»  make  here  husbundes  kokewolde  : 
Many  tymes,  for  swych  dede, 

-  moche  for  to  drede  ;  6288 

loute  ferof,  )>ys  ys  fe  skyle, 
To  •jih-Jjf  here  landys  where  fey  wyle; 
hous  and  rente,  and  oufer  f  yng, 
M«.w  fey  quefe  at  here  endyng.  6292 

$e  ryche  men,  before  jow  se, 
\)e  whyles  $e  are  yn  ^oure  pouste  ; 
<  >n  Collie  soules,  y  rede  30  w  fenke; 
y  wanie  ^ow  of  ^oure  eyres  blenke  ;     6296 
N'-  liam-f  no  trust  of  joure  sokoure, 

«»f  ^oure  owne  executoure; 

r  ji'self  w/t/t  ^oure  liondys,5 
F«r  J>.«  d«-d,.  liaf  f.-w[r]  frendys;          6300 

:  -y  fat  fou  louyst''  wi't/t-alle, 
For  fy  soule  wyl  ^yue  but  smalle. 

.••cuturs  y  shal  ^ou  rede, 
how  fey  halpe  ones  a  soule  yn  nede.  A  tale 

|  '/'/«'  Tale  of  the  Thrte  /)>'*l«»iest 
Executors.'] 

A  tale  y  hcrde  a  gode  man  sey,  6305 

how  a  man  dyd  whan  he  shuld  deye  :  §  Car  vn  home  esteit  «-n  vn  lu,       .«i*»^/i«ro.ft 

-  livm  ))re  executours,  t  Qob  treis  executura  ust  eslu 

Of  al  hya  godys  ordeynours,                 6308  Le  hure  qrtant  est  den  i 

.  l.-wi-.l  in.  .n  and  a  clerke,  t  Douj  lays  iV  \  \\    1-  ttrt.                     5308 


1  ashrowc  0.        3  a^u.'.!  0.        »  fader  0.  *  Note.        b  1 

4  wrd  0.         s  hcmle*  0.         4  leuest  O.  c  Deus  lain,  k  1'un  eatcit. 
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To  do  gode  yn  soule  werke. 
J)ys  clerk  was  a  lordyng,     [6-*j///a««  /»»«] 
pe  to]>er  was  an  husbunde  pat  lyued1  by 
hys  Jjyng,  6312 

£e  J>rycU;  was  u  inaivh;iu//(U'^ 
J)at  boglit  and  solde  wit/i  cuwnaunte.3 

Fyl  auenture  he  deyde  sone  ; 
J)ey  dyd  vrftfi  hym  fat  was  to  done;    6316 
To  j>e  er)>e  J>ey  hym  dygfct, 
For,  )>at  was  J?e  dedys  ry^t. 
whan  he  was  dede,  formate  fey  no^t 
J)at  al  hys  gode  fey  furfe  brogftt,         6320 

Whan  )>ey  hadde  gad  red  and  a-cou?itede 
Jjrytty  mark  liys  gode  amounted;  *  [1 
hys  vessel  was  ten  mark  wurfy,4 
and  ten  mark  of  pens  redy,  6324 

and  ten  mark  hys  oujjer  store  : 
)3us  bey  hyt  set,  and  at  no  more. 

)3ys  clerk  seyd  :  "we  are  J?re ; 
As  y  rede,  so  do  slml  30  :  6328 

J3ys  yche  man  bat  dede  ys, 
y  hope  hys  soule  be  yn  blys ; 5 
and  ^yf  hys  soule  yn  blys  be, 
he  haj)  no  node  of  gold  ne  fe  ;  6332 

hyt  may  no  more  but  be  yn  lieuene, 
bo^h"  we  $aue  bys,  and  swychfc]  seueue ; 
And  $yf  hys  soule  be  yn  helle, 
Alle  J>e  pens  J?at  we  mow  telle,  J         6336 
ne  alle  j>e  prestes  \ai  messe  mow  synge, 
Mow  nat  hyt  out  of  hello  brynge  : 
So,  be  hyt  yn  helle,  or  be  hyt  yn  blys, 
hyt  ha])  no  more  nede  of  J)ys ;  6340 


1  husbiwd  lyued  0.         -  marchound  0. 

'•'•  cimnound  0.         4  wrjjy  0. 

5  See  John  of  Bromyard's  Sumina  Predican- 
tium(c.  1390,  ed.  1485),  Executor,  E.  viij.  .xiiij. 
Exemplwwz :  sicut  patet,  de  executoribws,  De 
(iiiibiw  scribitwr,  q?wd,  inter  se  tractantesde  bonis 
defuTicti,  dixeruwt  cpiod  mortuus  ille,  vel  fuit  in 
celo,  &  tu?ic  bonis  illis  noTi  indiget;  vel  in 
inferno,  tune  ei  non  valerent  ;  vel  in  purgatorio, 
&  tnnc  sine  illis  liberaretwr :  finaliter,  "Ergo," 


t  Qwant  les  chatels  su?zta  assemble 
Qe  dussewt  pur  le  mortb  estre  done, 

*  A  trente  mars  amunterent, 
Solu??i  ceo  qe  il  acu??terent.  5312 

f  II  Le  clerc  ad  les  lais  aresone, 
Car  ceo  f u  dreit  &  equite  : c  [leaf  iia] 


t  "  Cest  home,"  dist,d  "qe  mort  est, 

t  A  Deu  est.  ale,e  si  Deu  plest ;  5316 

Dunques  ne  auu??i  nusf  mester 
t  Ces  deners  p?^r  sa  alme  duner. 
t  Joie  plus  ne  peot  auer,s 

Qe  en  ciel  est,  pur  mil  dener.h  5320 

t  Si  il  est  as  deables  alee/ 

San$  nule  fin  il  estk  dampne ; 
|  Tutes  almoines  del1  mund, 
t  Hors  d'enfern  ne  le  trerruwt ; m         5324 

t  De  li,  pwr  ceo,  ne  couien  parler, 


a  bens  furewt  tu^.         b  pur  le  m.  dusent. 

c  E  mal  cunsail  lur  ad  done  [leaf  42,  back]. 

d  d.  il.         e  s'alme  est  sauue.         f  nul. 

»  Kar  plus  de  ioie  pit?-  nul  dener. 

h  le  c.  est  ne  poet  auer. 

1  S'il  est  en  enfer  .  .  ale.         k  il  B,  om.  A. 

1  de  cest.         m  nel  quermnt. 

inquiuunt,  "inter  nos  ilia  diuidamus,  quia  talibus 
indigemus." 
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6356 


"  And  we  are  swore  to  dele  hyt  ryjt, 
An«  I  euen  to  parte  hyt  at  oure  my$t ; 
So  we  shul,  $yf  j>at  30  wylle  :  * 
And  seyj)  now  here  an  euyn  skylle ;    6344 

:.-h»'de  hyt  saufe  on  vs,  he  seyd, 
frdt  we  $aue  hyt  whan  he  deyde. 

"  I5}'8  yche  vessel  Jjat  $e  se, 
hyt  may  wel  falle1  to  me.  6348 

)>e  store  of  hous,  y  vndyrstande,2 
Falli'J>  wryl  to  an  husbande;3 
And  J>ese  pens  falle  on  best  wyse 
To  a  marchannde  to  do  hys  rnarchauwdyse. 
For  sojje,  y  kan  se  no  bet,  6353 

Ho\\  em  /•  hyt  my$t  be  bettyr  sette; 
No  better,  certes,  my^t  hyt  falle  : 
p  see)),4  and  wete)>  alle. 
eche  man  hys  party, 
v  haue  parted  hyt  euenly." 
And  eche  of  hem  hys  parte  toke ; 
Hyred  J>ey  neyfer  messe  ne  boke 
For  to  synge,  ne  for  to  rede ; 
-eyd  )>e  soulr  had  no  nede. 
y  God,  mysauenture  § 
swych  executmv  ! 
Executur  f>at  wyl  nat  do 
As  )?'•  d«-de  ordeyned  to, 
he  shal  haue  ful  euyl  endyng 
J>at  so  wy))-halt  j>e  dcdes  }>yng. 
Fals  executours  fat  liaiu-  IM-H. 
J>ys  chaunce  haue  men  of  hem  sen, 
^  lu-ni  wnrldrs5  grace, 
Or,  at  II.-P  «  n  IVHLC,  speche  or  space;   6372 
And  }vf  hyt  stonde  })<•  wurldcs5  aght, 
A  tokene  hyt  ys,  hys  soule  ys  kaght. 


Mes  de  nus*  fet  bien  a  penser : 
Fewmes  auu?»,  &  enfan^  ;h 
A  eu$  couent  punier  auan$  ; c  5328 

*  Pur  ceo,  cid  VMS  plest,  bien  fesum ; 

Kntre  nwx  le  auer  departm//  : 
Chescurc  preigne  oelementf 
Di$  mars  :  si  ne«  remeint  nient        5332 
Del  alme  seit  cum  estre  purra  ; h 
Ki  prendre  la  peot,  si  le  auera.1 


6360 


6364 


6868 


t  A  tant  s'en  partewt  li  executur  : k 

§  Deu  les  maudie,  li  creatur ! 
Ceo  e#t  de  Deu  le  iugement, 
Qe  ia  bien  ne  irra  lur1  testament 
De  ecus  qe  fimt  desleaument 
Le  execucie  de  autre  gent. 
1T  Sauer  deuu?«  nepurqwant, 
Qe  ceo  est  aumoiuem  grant, 
Entremettre  sei  den  testament 
Qe  bien  seit0  fet  &  Iraunn-nt. 
Almoine  e^p  eyder  les  vifs 

•it  l.-s  im.rs,  <-t-  m'est  vis.1* 


1    fall-  u-vl  O. 
1  wrM-H  f). 


1   vii-lvrs!.,inl.-  0. 

«8e>6. 


»  ntu  memet.        b  enfan}  chere. 
c  M  qnetui  couent  mut  de  auere. 
"  ...         •   F, 

rle  nut  prenge  ouelmcnt. 


5336 


."•  :  ;  1  1  • 


n.-  .Iriu-j  a  mil  iur 
De  estre  autrur  excmtur  ;  5348 

c  mare  &  dunke  ni.         h 

il  !»•  |.r«-iip'  k«-  |iivndro  le  voet 
k  se  dejiartent  ly  ncncatur.  '  !•-. 
111  nujiK.ii.-  mut.  n  E.  deautrL 

il  aeit  ben. 

i'  Aumonc  eat  >ji-./iit  <!<•  (If.  42,  bk.f  col.  2]. 
n  Creindre  de  aider  les  m.  me  erf  auta. 
'  autri. 
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And  here,  at  f  ys  yche  pas, 
Y  shal  $ow  telll-  of  a  kas 
J)at  fyl  now  late  yn  Kesteuene ; 
But  j>e  name  y  wyl  nat  neuene. 


G37G 


[The  Tale  of  the  Two  wicked 
Kesteven  Executors^ 

A  man,  shortly  for  to  sey,  A  tale. 

Whan  he  wyst  fat  he  shuld  deye,        6380 

Twey  lewed  men  hys  executours l  he  ches, 

As  foil  shalt  here,  wykked  and  les. 

]3at  tyme  hyt  happed  for  to  be, 

Hys  sone  was  oute  of  fat  cuntre.          6384 

Whan  f  e  dede  was  yn  hys  graue, 
fey  toke  alle  fat  fey  my^t  haue. 
fe  sone  herd[e]  fat  tydyng, 
And  come  home  fo  J>e  enteryng  ;          6388 
But  he2  my$t,  -with  no  procurement, 
Se  ones  hys  fadres  testament, 
For  f  e  katel  was  a-counted 
More  ))an  fe  testament  amounted,        6392 
And  fey  wulde  3  nat  fulfylle 
))e  testement  of  f  e  dedes  wylle. 

J3e  sone  besogfct  hem  fat  fey  wylde  6395 
]5e  testement  of  hys  fadyr  were  fulfylede : 4 
Jjan  bygan5  fey  hym  for  to  frete,       [leaf  43] 
And  spake  to  hym  wurdys6  grete  ; 
For  tene,  fey  seyd7  fey  wulde3  nat  do 
For  hym  fat  fey  were  ordeyned  to.      6400 

)3e  chylde  besogfct[e]  God  almy^t 
To  take  veniauwce  on  here  vnrygfit. 
hyt  was  nat  a  monef  aftyrward, 
fe  ton8  fyl  yn  a  chauwce  ful  hard :       6404 


1  executwrs  0,  executour  H.        2  he  ne  0. 
3  wide  0.         4  fulfylde  0.         5  byguwne  0. 
6  wrdes  0.        '  And  seyd  for  tene  0. 
8  toon  O. 


Sia  quide$  qe  amender 
Pusse},  &  les  mals  desturber.b 
De  coueitise  lerru???  atant ; 
De  glotonie  dirnm  auant.  [if.H8,coi.2]  5352 

[For  'Glotonie/  which  follows  in  the  MS.,  see  I. 
5353,  etc.,  p.  210.  The  Tale  following  here  is 
from  the  4th  Commandment  in  the  MS. ,  p.  45 
above.] 

[We  first  |higla=frac|)c  ffiaU  of  the 
fcbm  ftjrmttors;  or  |)oto  to  ;ir= 
count  for  ©bit-  *  llass=  lloncg.] 

(1Une  cunte  viis  voil  ci  cunter,  [if.  121]  1693 
Qe  ne  fet  mie  a  vblier : 

Vn  Malade  iust  cirotre  lit,        .nempium. 
Qe  morir  dust,  bien  le  vist,  1696 

Qe  saueit  qe  p?*es  fu  sa  fin, 
E  preradre  dust  le  connw  chemin. 
Le  p?*estre  manda  od  le  sacremewt, 
Cum  custume  est  de  bone  gent ;         1700 
Testame?at  voleit  fere, 
Mes  il  ne  saueit  a  ki  crere  : 
Tant  se  purpensa  qe  il  ad  eslu  1703 

Treis  veisins  qe  il  ad  conu  :        [if.  12*.  coi.  2] 
L'un  fu  del  eglise  le  vikeir, 
L'autre  fu  vn  prodome  pur  veir, 
Le  tiers  fu  le  p?-ouot  mult  sene, 
E  le  deuantdit  prestre  ben  lettre.      1708 
Mand6  les  ad  les  langurs ; 
Gil  sunt  venu$  a  estours  ; 
Deuant  li  se  simt  assis  : 
II  lur  ad  dit, "  beals  amis,  1712 

Ben  seiez  vus  venu$ ;  ne  plus  parler ; 
A  mes  me  tient,  ne  pus  aler. 
U  leo  su  en  langur  mwlt  fort ; 
Ben  le  sai  qe  c'est  ma  inort ;  1716 

Ne  pus  endurer  ceste  peine ; 
A  peyne  treye  ieo  ma  aleyne. 
U  Mes  beals  amis,  pw?1  Deu  vus  pri, 
A  vous  treis  qe  estes  ici ;  1720 

Pur  Deu,  eie$  de  moi  merci, 
E  face$  pur  mei  cu??i  pur  amy  ! 

a  Si  son  deuis  quidej. 
b  E  ke  les  maux  pusej  desturber. 
c  See  'en  Engleterre,'  1. 1736,  p.  207. 
d  This  tale  is  not  here  in  B,  which  goes  on  with 
« Ore  vus  dimim  de  Glotonie,'  p.  210,  1.  5353. 
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At  hys  foreyne,  y  ne  wot  what, 

Strangled  hym  feron1  as  he  sat; 

j?e  touf' •/•  ex.'cutoure  fat  had  fe  )>yng, 

Yn  pouert  he  made  hys  endyng.  6408 

Now  haue   36   herde,  myschaunce   and 

nede 

Cum)>  of  fals  executours  dede ; 
Whedyr2  hyt  be  stylle,  or  loude  on  hy, 
Fals  executours  endyn  wykkedly  ;       6412 
lyl.-  or  soule,  )>e  toon  ys  shent, 
Or,  bofe  shul  yn  fyre  be  brent. 

As  moche  i<>ye  ;uul  onours 
Shal  come  to  gode  executours ;  6416 

God  grauwtef  hym,3  for  hys  gode  wyl, 
hele  and  wi-lfe  wit/*-outyn  yl ; 
An- 1  i'"i-  hys  dede  fat  he  douf  ryght, 
He  shal  haue  mercy  a^ens  hys  plygfit.  6420 
J)e  soule  prayrf  also,  w/t//  wyl  fre, 
]3at  hys  gode  dede  hym  jouldc  be 
Yn  blys  of  heuene,  wyj>outyn  ende, 
AY han  lie  out  of  )>ys  wurlde4  shal  weude ; 

loue  of  man,  he  shal  fynde,          6425 
Yn  fe  sygfit  of  alle  mankynde  : 
uesse  shal  ay  be  newe 
To  fe  executur  fat  ys  trewe.  6428 

Now  we  fe  executore  haue  mysseyd, 

t  of  hys  wrong  he  haf  vpbreyd, 
he  a^ensseyf  alle  fat  tresiw, 

settej)  f  us  hys  resun,  6432 

And  prayej)  vs  J)e  sofe  to  se, 
J)at  fo  de.le  ys  more  to  Maine,  fan  he, 
And  argue))  vp-on  fys  sky  He,        [if. «,  coi.  2] 
And  byt  fe  dede  answere  fartylle  :      6436 

|  HI  )>e  ryche  yn  jongfe5  or  elde, 
i  hast  ynowe  of  welfe  to  welde, 
And  knowest  fy  self  yn  wyl  and  dedesf 
)>y  wo,  fy  wele,  how  fou  ledes,  6440 

1  hymlwronO,  l.y.n  H.         «  Whejvr. 
»  hym  fynt  for  0.        4  wrld  0. 
;vng>eO. 


U  "  De  tut  num  bien,  la  tierce  pc 
Pernej  a  vus,  ne  ublie^  mie ;  1724 

La  secu?ide  partie  de  mun  bien, 
Perne^  le,  qe  ceo  seit  le  mien ;  * 
L'autre  seit  a  ma  fe;>mie  liuere, 

La  tierce  a  mes  enfau^,  par  charite ;  1728 

Mes  executurs  seie^,  &  lealme/zt  face} ; 

Vee^  ci  ma  mort,  &  vus  ou  Deu  seie^  !  " 

U  Tuj  granterent  a  sun  talent 

A  parfere  sun  testament.  1732 

Le  Malade  se  turne  a  la  pareie ; 

Si  ad  pris  la  comune  veie. 

Surveille  li  unt,  cum  ex/  custunie 

En  Engletere,  le  prodome.  1736 

Le  matin  al  muster  Punt  port4  ; 

E  (|?/«nt  la  messe  esteit  chante, 

Enseueli  le  unt,  sail}  table  &  pere. 

Ore  oyej  la  menere  :  1740 

Pain  unt  done,  &  departi, 

Aucun  piece,  aucuw  demi,         [Wf  IM,  »»ck] 

A  ceol  houre  nul  ne  failli, 

Ore  unt  dep«?'ti  pur  lur  ami.  1744 

U  A  1* hostel  s'en  est  ale  dan  Emme ; 

A  sun  tier^  se  tint  sa  fe//?me; 

Les  enfan^  a  lur  partie ; 

Les  executurs  ne  oblie«t  mie  :  1748 

Le  pot,  la  paele  &  le  caiulmn, 

Pernewt  tut  enuirnn  ; 

Le  gredil,  le  crok  al  .juistrun, 

Pernewt  tut  sanj  enchesun  :  1752 

Ne  lessent  cofre  ne  forcer 

Qe  il  ne  funt  remuer : 

Denere,  darrej,  qwi  qe  vant. 

Tut  pernewt  comewt  qe  aut;  1  ".">(> 

Ceo  qe  tient  a  j.rtit  ou  grant, 

Tut  le  pei-newt,  a  un  of  uallant. 

1T  Cos  dettes  rendent  mcnucn. 

Cos  detturs  destrenient  greuem«nt ;  1760 

Chescune  inosun  unt  cerchic, 


»  That  is,  it  U  to  be  spent  in  Obita  and 
etc.,  for  the  supposed  good  of  the  Testator's  soul. 
A  third  is  to  go  to  his  widow,  a  third  to  his  chil- 
dren, and  a  third  to  his  own  soul  =  the  clerics. 
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11  Alle  fy  lyfe,  what  hyt  ys  wnrfy,1 
pen  wost  hyt  bettyr  fan  wote  y ; 
Wyk  and  gode,  foil  hyt  wyst, 
And  fe  to  saue,  J)ou  ne  lyst,  6444 

And  haddest  fy  self  alle  fy2  powere ; 
why  were  f  ou  nat  f  yn  owne  spensere  ? 
how  shuld  y  fan  do  now  for  f  e, 
Syn  )>y  self  were  nat  so  fre  1  6448 

how  shulde  y  loue  fy  soule  nowe, 
whan  foil  louedyst  nat  )>y  soule  pro  we? 
how  shulde  y  fenke,  fy  soule  to3  saue, 
Whan  |>ou  f  oghtyst  noun  to  haue  1      6452 
how  shulde  y  brynge  f  e  to  blys, 
whan  J>ou  f  y  self  ne  wuldest  f  e  wysse  ? 
how  shulde  y  bringe  f  e  of  pyne, 
when4  f  ou  ne  wuldest,  whyl  alle  was  f  yne  ? 
how  shulde  y,frend-man, be  fy  frende,  6457 
when  f  y-self  f o-man  wald  f  y  hencle  1 
how  shulde  y  late  f  y  gode  me  fro, 
when  fou  lete  houra  fro  f  y-self  go  1      6460 
who  shulde  f  e  oute  of  sorowe  vnbynde, 
When  to  ))y  self  fou  were  vnkynde, 
and  wystyst  weyl  fou  shuldest 5  deye, 
and  nedely  f  e  behoued  passe  fat  weye?  6464 

cut  rmorc  • 

"  Jx>gfi  y,  for  fe,  ^af  ay  whore, 
who  shulde  ku?me  me  f  ank  f erfore  ? 
what  shuld  God  do  j>e  mede  ? 
))ou  dedyst  hyt  nat;  hyt  ys  oure  dede  ?  6468 
a  peny  $yue  of  J>e,  yn  jjy  lyue. 
hadde  be  bettyr  fan  oure  fyue. 
j)ou  gederdyst,  and  $aue  fyn  executours ; 
)3at  before  was  fyn,  now  ys  hyt  ours.  6472 
)?ou  gaderdyst  faste,  and  puttest  yn  holde ; 
80  shul  we,  be  f  ou  bolde  ; 
)5ou  boghtyst  fast,  and  madyst  a  ryche  eyre, 
)5y  sone  ys  now  yn  J>e  same  speyre  ;    6476 
he  shal  nat  fenk  fat  he  shal  deye, 

1  wr>v  0.        2  >e  0. 

3  ]>enke  \>e  to  0.         *  ?  when,  MS.  why. 

5  shuldest  0.        6  euermore,  om.  0. 


Tut  1'uwt  les  executurs  enloygne. 

H  E  quant  tut  unt  assemble, 

Al  hostel  le  prouot  1'unt  porte.          1764 

U  En  la  chambrc  su?«t  entre  ; 

Le  tresor  deuawt  eu$  vnt  gete ; 

Cent  mare  penit  Tun,  1'autre  atant; 

Al  prouot  remist  le  remenant.  1768 

H  Les  prestres  a  lur  ostel  vunt, 

Qe  riches  de  autru  bien  s\vit ; 

Tant  est  le  siecle  auawt  ale 

Qe  un  an  i  ad  ia  passe,  1772 

E  plws  de  un  iur  del  anniuersaire. 

Le  prouot  uint  al  uicaire, 

E  1'autre  prestre  ensement : 

Si  lur  demanda  '  coment  1776 

E  pur  qei  le  aniuersaire  ne  fu  tenu.' 

"  Certes,"  fet  il,  "ieo  i  fusse  venu, 

Si  usse  offert  le  dener  massal,  1779 

Qe  bien  \us  ust  fet,  ou  mal :  [if.  1^1,  bk.,  coi.  2] 

Pus  ussu??i  depa/'ti  a  poure  gent 

Payn,  blee,  on  argent." 

IT "  Certes,"  fet  le  vicaire,  "  ieo  n'ai  nient, 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.]  1784 

E  le  iur  del  aniuersaire,  qe  fut  heer, 

N'est  pas  en  mim  Kalunder ; 

Mes  &\nm  a  uosh-e  mesun, 

E  comewt  est  ale,  acunteru??i."  1788 

Volunters  fimt  tu^  de  gree ; 

Al  hostel  le  prouot  surct  ale ; 

En  la  chambre  su?it  entree 

A  ceole  gent  priuee.  1792 

"  Ore,"  fet  le  vicaire,  "  seit  acunte 

Ceo  qe  ai  cest  an  chante ; 

E  messes  &  sauters 

Ai  fet  chanter  pur  ces  deniers  :         1796 

Chant  m'ad  custe  p\m  qe  ne  sai  ciwter. 

Ceo  est  ore  legier  a  cunter ; 

Mes  acuntes  ai  rendu  pur  mei ; 

E  VMS,  sire  prestre,  dites  de  toy  !  "    1800 

"Certes,"  fet  le  prestre,  "&  ieo  ausi 
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iogfct  of  fe,  but  alle  to  beye. 
what  f  oghtest  )>ou  on  f  y  fadyr  before, 

shal  hi-  f  enke  on  )?e,  fat  of  f  e  ys  bore.1 
( )f  j>y  wofare  ne  haj)  he  fogfit,  04S1 

Jx>u  myghtyst  f  y  self,  and  wuldest  nogfct ; 
and  Jji^li  now  we  $aue2  alle  fy  gode 
vntyl  pore  marines  fode,  6484 

< )r  dede  anoufer  (for  fy  sake,) 
Cherche  to  sette,  or  auter  make, 
v  tr<>\\v  fy  mrde  shal  be  but  smal, 
Syn  fou  dedyst  no$t  whan  fy»  was  al.  6488 

"  loke  now  fy-self,  and  gode  skyl  why, 
)3at  fou  art  more  to  blame  fan  y. 
\vharefor  ys  alle  y  vrith  fe  stryue, 
)5at  ))ou  do  godi'  yn  f  y  lyue  ;  *  6492 

Maki-  fy-self  fyn  owne  weye, 
))at  f>yn  executor  of3  )>e  f  us  seye ; 
For  what  time  fat  fou  awey  gos, 
£o  fat  were  J)y  frendys  are  fan  fy  fos,  6496 
Ami  nmm//ly  fyn  owni:  wyfe, — 

niayst  fou  se  here  fill  ryie,— 
Also  fy  chyldryu  are  vnkynde, 
Jfcit  foil  hast  be  aboute  ful  inynde  ;      6500 
Of  bofe  mayst  fou  fy  merour  se, 
^yf  fou  kanst,  or  wyl4  parseue  f 
And  alle  cumf  hyt  of  coueytyse 
feat  mm  don«-  vpp-i.n  J?ys  wyse;  6504 

))4rfore  fenk  on  fc  <-ml\ 

-jM-nde  weyl  fyn  owiii*  fyng,  ^ 
)>at  fou  fal  n at  yn  auaryce  : 

:ikyn«lh.'d«5  hyt  cumf,  fat  vyce."  6508 

li'.ly   lnyjt, 

late  us  lieu*'/-,  w/t//  wnry^t, 

vto  oght  ajens  hys  wyl,    [if. «,  bk.,  ooi. «] 
oe  tx»  huM  6512 

But  fat    liVt    l.c,   liyin   to  .|U«Miir, 

An-1  body  an.l  .soule  yn  clenesse  jeme. 

too  long.     ?  cut  out  lewc. 
a  we  now  jyue  0.        *  ne  of  0.        4  wylt  0. 


1804 


Tut  le  ai  fet  &  issi  ; 

En  lire  &  en  chanter 

Ai  despendu  tut  le  auer  ; 

Tut  le  auer  ai  mis  en  chant, 

Des  qe  a  un  denier  uaillant" 

"  Ore,"  fet  le  vicaire,  "pu«  qe  sumes  ci, 

Pernum  garde  de  ceo  qe  est  ci.          1808 

II  ad  en  uoshe  roule  escrit, 

Vn  bacin  de  argent  &  vn  tapit, 

Entieremertt  tut  sun  lit, 

De  quel  nus  fram  aucuw  profit.         1812 

U  Bacin  s,  caudruns  &  trepers, 

Duwt  nw*  fru?>i  bons  deners  : 

Si  chanterum,  si  Deu  plest,  cest  an." 

"  Car,"  dit  le  provot,  "  par  seint  lohan, 

H  Vus  aue^  chante  outre  mesure,       1817 

E  ieo  voil  karoler  vn  houre  ; 

Chant  qe  est  san;  karole  [leariss] 

Est  come  vdiue  parole."  1820 

1T  Le  prouot  se  est  sus  leue  ; 

Deua»t  ces  cumpainuns  ad  karole  : 

"  Ore,"  fet  il,  "  Deu  seit  aure  ; 

Le  alme  est  de  pechie  alege  ;  1824 

Bien  me  suy  aquite, 

Qe  bien  ay  ore  acuntr  : 

Mult  est  le  chant  amen«  It- 

Par  karol.-  >i  d.-mene."  ls-'^ 

U  Seie^   uostre  executur  taut 

viue^, 
E  ia  inaueise  n«»uol«'  de  ce  ne  orrej  ; 

:  ceo  qe  VIM  fetes  en  uiuant, 
De  ceo  n'ad  nule  dute  auant.  1832 

Ku  U">//-e  pussance,  par  \\osf  r>  main, 
Departc^  \<>«fi-<  an-  /•  vV  uo.s-/!-   j-ayn  : 
Eganl.'}  ij-   ntf  MM)  tutdis  cert 
Car  tiel  uist  buy,  qe  murra  demain.  1836 
§  U  Tant  on///  tu  ]<.'-.  ,lune)  ae  tu  as; 
[.  .   .  .  '''*  MS.] 

2Soue/it  <>y  «lii--.  no  est  pas  gas, 

'  M-'U-  \.il'  \  ii  II-MII,  .j-  di-ii; 

II  DCS  exocuturs  I  le  ; 

A  un  autre  n>sun  alum  de  gri.  L843 


i'LYNG    BYNVB. 
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[On  Gluttony  J] 

The  syxte1  synne  ys  glotonye  ; 
pat  ys  a  shameful  vyleynye        6516 
j>at  men  doim  of  mete  and  drynk, 
For  ouermoche  ys  abominable  &  stynk. 

y  wyl  now  shewe  of  hys  spyces,2  § 
))at  noiw  fallti  on  hys  grecys  :  6520 

Ful  many  on  stumble  vp  and  down 
Of  j>e  greces  of  syre  glotown. 
y  shal  $ow  telle  ))e  same  wyse 
Ry$t  as  '  nianuel  pecches  '  seyse:          6524 
he  comaundej),3  at  J>e  bygynnyng, 
c  Be  mesurable  yn  alle  Jjyng.' 
1  sext  0.         2  speces  0.         3  comoiwdej)  0. 

*—  *  Le  sime  peche  est  glotonie  [on  leaf  42,  bk., 
col.  2]. 


a3£e  sime  pcdjc  mortel  c*«  (Slotunie,  e 
res  simt  1*3  mines.*  v**<i*,^.v 

t  /^ire  VMS  dirru?Hb  de  Glotonie,       5353 

\_J  Qe  mwlt  est  vse,  ne  dute$  mie ; 
t  Ceo  est  en  trop  beiure  &c  manger  :  f 
§  Cesd  especes  couient  ore  cunter.  § 
51  Le  fi$  Deu  nits  ad  enseign^ 
La  veie  dreite6  de  sobrete 
En  le  euanglie,f  ou  ad  parle , 
Qe  tut  est  pluin  de  verite. 
51  Deu  vus  comande  qe  bien  garde$ 
Qe  Mostte  qeor  ne  seit  greue} 
De  trop  beiure  ne*  trop  manger : 
Asse}  pernej;  pl^  lesse^11  ester.1 

b  Ore  deuom  dire.         c  est  trop  b.ov. 
d  Les.         e  d.  vry.         f  ewangle.         « 
h  Puej  assej  pus  lesser. 


5356 


r>:J60 


5364 


ou. 


1  Here  follow  these  50  lines  in  A  and  in  B  :  — 

[  The  French  Exhortation  against  Drunkenness,  and  the  Tale  of  the 
Priest's  Double-Candle  Test  of  what's  enough  Drink  J] 


fl  Vee$  si  vwsa  trespasser 
Encuwtre  qeb  Deu  ad  comande^, 
Si  vos  sens  fusserat  desturbe^ 
Par  tant  qe  \us  trop  busse^  ; c 
Si  voster  pe  ne  e^d  dreit  alant, 
E  \nostei  oyre  clier  oiant, 
E  voshe  veuef  cler  veant, 
E  Mostre  lange  bien  parlant, 
Ne  vos  .v.  sens  ben  sachants 
Apres  manger,  cu?rc  fut  deuant. 
Bien  purrie^  vwsh  sauer  par  tant, 
Qe  auqes  trop  ustes1  ale  auant. 

V n  prestre  esteit  de  vn  muster, k 
Beuur  fort  fu,  &  lecher,1 
Car  ces  pechie^  curewt  en  vne  lesse ; 
Flambem  surt  souent  del  gresse ; 

a  v.  auej  ren.        b  coe  ke.        c  buises. 

d  Ne  vostre  pe  ne  seit ...  (as  1.  5370). 

f  Si  v.  v.  ne  seit ...  (as  line  5369). 

K  Ne  .  .  .  B,  om.  A.        h  Si  en  porrez  vus. 

1  ke  akes  trop  estes.        k  en  vn  pais  maneit. 

'  Ky  b.  f.  &  L  esteit. 

flamme  Qf.  43]. 


5365   Ausi,  soue?it  de  glotonie 

Vient  pechien  de  lecherie. 

Cest  prestre  fu  custumer, 
5368   A  sun  garcun  comander  5384 

'Vne  chandele  a°  fichir,' 

E  pus  a  beiure p  demander. 

Tant  kwgemewt  wesseillereit'i 
5372   La  nuit  a  home  qe  il  aueit,r  5388 

V,  si  cu?/ipainuw  luy  failli,         [leaf  us,  back  j 

lesqes  sura  ventre  vst  empli ; 8 

Xe  saueit  nepw^'qwant*  qwant  vst  asse^, 
5376   lesqe  la  chandele  ustu  regarde^  :  5392 

.  Qw«nt  dousv  de  vne  li  resemble, 

Sun  garcuw  dunqes  demande, 

'  Qwans  chandeles  il  porta,x 
5380   Qwan^  ^  lumere  demanda.' y  5396 


e  oie. 


n  le  peche.         °  devant  ly  ficher. 

i»  p.  apres  le  beiure. 

(i  veillereit.         r  n.  one  cely  k'il  amereit. 

s  parempli.        fc  nekedent. 

11  Deske  la  c.  out.         v  .ij.  chandeilles. 

x  k?«ant  des  chandeilles  avant  portait. 

y  demandait. 


Moderation  the  greatest  Wisdom.    Gluttony  8  3  Sins.    Shun  Excommunicates.    *1\\ 


Of  alle  wysdom  \>at  slial  dare, 

)>e  most  wysdoni,  )>an  ys  '  mesure ' ;     6528 

re  and  resuw,  to-gedyr  J>ey  wone, 
And  all.-  munere  of  vertues  )>ey  kone. 
wa/<  win  tin  j?L-y  w«>ne,  he  ys  wys, 
And  ys  ryche,  and  holdyn  yn  prys.     6532 
hyt  ys  a  gode  sygne  J>at  man  ys  stable, 

SUM  ys  mesurable. 
Many  a  vertu,  mesure  has, 
feat  touched  ys  nat  yn  j>ys  pas.  6536 

Uut  )>e  mesure  of  etyng, 

boj>e  to  olde  and  jyng ; 
Jjarefore  wyl  y  telle  jow  alle 
Vn  what  )>ynges  J>at  $e  falle.  6540 

Be  nat  to  j>y  self  so  large, 
Ouer  mesure  Jjyn1  herte  to  charge, 
Jjat  j>ou  ne  kast  for  vylaynye 
Ne  for  )>e  foule  lust  of  glotonye.  6544 

Jjenk  here-on  whan  J>ou  hyt  bygynnys, 
For  Jjer-yn  are  ))re  wykked  synnes : 
Glotonye,  and  pefte  of  pyng, 
And  curs.-d  yu  chyrche,  ys  mede  endyng. 

1  Earl.  yn. 


Celay  ad  dreit  vie  de  porke  [leaf  43,  col.  2] 
Ky  en  glotonie  gist,  ke  tant  est  orde. 

t  before  prent  taut  ou.        d  ad  pris. 
Saure  sa          *  tuj  ceux  par. 
pur.        h  soulement  1'alme  pcrdent. 


Ceoli  asse;  ad  vie  de  pore,*    [oni«*fU8,back] 
Qe  en  sa  Glotunie  est  si  ordb  5416 

Quant  le  iur  prent  tant  al  manger,1' 
Qe  ceo  qe  pris  ad,d  couient  lesser  : 
Poi  uaut  plw*  tiel  creistien, 
Sauue*  baptesme,  qe  vn  chien.          "»420 
Bien  sachent  ecus  def  verite 


Qe  dignes  sunt  de*  estre  blame, 

Car,  ne  mie  sul  blame  perne;it,h 

Mes  core  &  alme  par  tant  destruent,' 

U  Vere  poe$  vuak  meint  fol  home      ."•  \  -v> 

Qe  velt  cuwbatre  par  custume 

Quant  il  ad  beu  plus  qe  asse;  ; 

Meuj  luy  vaudreit  estre  cuchej; 

Pur  ceo,  garde  bien1  pernej 

Si  a  malfere  estes  custume}, 

CU?M  a  cwnbatre,  &m  estriuer, 

Ou  a  lecherie  treren  leger. 

U  Yueresce  dune  \us  est  grant  peche 

Car  dou$  mals  vnt  plws  qe  vn  pese\° 

U  Gardej  si  vus  aues  mange p 

De  chose  qe  susse^  estre  enible ;      5436 

Par  tant  est  meintr  escomeng^, 

E  dune  est  treble  le  peche\ 

1  M.  Iur  vie  en  le  secle  amenusercnt. 

k  vus  A,  om.  B.        l  bone  garde. 

m  meller  ou.        n  Ov  1.  fere  de. 

0  plus  grant,  Kar  tux  ces  mans  est  comensant 

P  beu  ou  innn^i'-.         •>  >ar, 

r  Kar  par.  .  m.  hum. 


Le  garcun,  "  fore  vne,"  diseit  ; 
Le  prestre  respu;jd  qe  '  dou^  veeit 
A  lu  me),  ceo  ly  sembleit.' 
La  custume  sun  seignur  saueit  : 
"  Oure  est  dunqes  de  cucher," 
Di«t  le  prestre  tauerner.* 

'  pet  chescun  bien  sauer 
IH-  out  mie  la  veue  cler 
Apres  manger,  cum  out  deuant  : 


»  D.  al  prestre  sun 
b  crei  pas  ke  out  le  pc. 
°-«   K  luiiK'  A  1.- 

Vn  fust,  ioe  crai  k'il  oust  o 


Ne  crei  mie  qe  sun  pe  fub  dreit  aluut. 
Car,  si  il  ust  dune  mesurl 
cVn  fust,  «i-  vint  jjeej  fust  leu^  .")40S 

5400  De  tere,  il  ust  chanceillc  : 
Ceo  crei  sauer  de  verite.1 
U  Lee  vns,  quant  beu  vntd  outre  mesure, 
Oyr  ne  poent  rien  eel  hurop  5412 

Fore  le  seint  nun  '  wasseil/ 
&  la  dreito  respunse  '  dringhail  1 ' f       5414 

d  akuns  kuant  vnt  1«u. 
•  ren  a  ioel  hourc. 

r       Fors  cest  nun  '  wmnil,  wetaail,' 
E  U  rwponoe,  ke  est  « drinkebail.' 
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Never  associate,  or  eat  or  drink,  iviih  Excommunicated  Folk. 


And  y  warne  J>e  of  )>ys  kas,  [leaf  «]  6549 
To  comone  with  any  fat  cursyng  has,  * 
jjat  f  ou  wystyst  opunly 
were  cursed  with  holy  cherches  cry.  J  6552 
3yf  fou1  dedyst  hyt  by  fy  wylle, 
wyf-oute  destresse  or  lordys  wylle,2  || 
Holy  cherche  ys  wrotfc  wyf  ])e  astyt, 
And  halt  hyt  pryde  and  grete  dyspyt,  6556 
And  sey)>  )>ou  art  vnbuxum, 
And  manteynest  an  euyl  custum. 

3yf  a  cursed  man  hadde  cumpany 
with  one  or  oufe?-,  logli  or  hy,  6560 

Or  yn  mete  or  yn  drynke 
At  |)e  alehous,  or  oufer  gaderyng, 
He  ne  wulde  recche  how  long  he  lay 
yn  hys  cursyng,  ny$t  or  day.  6564 

For  holy  cherche  curse])  none 
But  yn  vnbuxumnesse  fat  haf  mysgone  ; 
£at  wyl  nat  stonde  at  hys  lustyse, 
he  defendyj)  hym  fe  comune  acyse,      6568 
For  to  make  hym  be  ashamed 
])at  he  shulde  be  so  defamed, 
And  so  shulde  he  wyte  he  may  nat  be 
But  at  holy  cherche  degre.3  6572 

For  swych  fyng,  men  ofte  hem  meken, 
And  mercy  at  holy  cherche  sekyn. 

)3arfor  hyt  ys  a  grete  folye, 
with  cursed  man  haue  cumpanye.         6576 
Seynt  Poule  seyj>,  fat  moche  wote, 
"who-so  handlyf  pycche  wellyng4  hote, 
He  shal  haue  fylf  e  f  erof  su?ttdeyl 
Jjogfi  he  kepe  hym  neuer  so  weyl." 
And  Dauyd  seyf  yn  f  e  sauter, 
For  felaushepe,  on  swych  maner, 
"  vfith  holy  man,  holy  shalt  J>ou  be  ; 


t  H  Si  vus  aue$a  communie, 

||  Sanj  force,  de  uoster  ein  degre,b        5440 

*  Od  home  qe  susse^  deb  verit6 

I  Qe  seint  eglise  outc  escomewg^, 


t  Malemewt,  sache3,  serre^  blame ;        5443 
t  Car  ceo  est  contempt,  &d  orgoil  prom'-. 


Meint  home,  par  cunsentemewt, 


Aloigne  autru  amendemewt. 


Si  escome?zgee  n'ust  compainun, 

Cu?w  auer  ne  dust,  ce  sietf  chescuw,  5448 

~P\us  tost,  sache3,  se  amendereit ;  % 

Pur  ceo  pechewt,  si  Deu  me  eyt.h 

U  Qe  od  eu$  beiuewt  ou  maniuer^t,1 

Ki  me  creient,  si  les  fuent.k  5452 

JPlus  vus  di  san^  dotance  : 

Si  garder  vus  vole}  de  cowsentance, 

Sauer  ne  les  deue$  ; l 

t  Ceo  mis  ad  seiwt  Pol  comande^.111      5456 

t  Ki  pei}  tuche,  il  ert  suille^ ; 


6580 


1  >ou  0,  om.  H. 
3  cherches  gre. 


2  ylle. 
4  pycch  wellyngc. 


a  auez  ren. 

*>— b          .  .  mes  de  bone  volunt6 
Ove  cely  ky  sauiej  pur. 


c  le  out.        d  tele  chose  est.        e  le  escumeg^. 

f  ?  MS.,  ?  suit  A,  si  cessereit  B. 

s  pur  veirs  se  amendreit  sachej  [If.  43,  bk.]. 

h  tuj  pur  uerite".         j  mangeicwt  ou  beuerunt. 

k  il  le  eschuerunt. 

}— l  Ear  a  teus  consentir  ne  deuez.      m  mustrej. 
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w/tA  wykkud  man,  J>ou  turnest  as  he."  6584 
On  )>ese  wurdys  y  rede  50  )>ynk«>, 
And  kepi;  $ow  fro  cursed  blynke. 

Ne  J>ou  shalt,  for  no  mannes  prew,   ^L^j 
.  no  dry/*k';  wyp  a  lew.  6588 

I  »ut  $yt  lit-  wyl  crystendom  take,  § 
liys  fflaushepc  shalt  )>ou  forsake. 
And  )>at  ys  a  grete  skyl  why, 
For  )>e  lew  ys  Ihe^us  enmyr.  6592 

j)e  lew  loue)>,  on  no  manere, 

.  ne  hys  modyr  dere. 
J>arfor,  $yf  J>ou  loue  hem  ryjt, 
Foreakr  L-\v  at  alle  J?y  my$t,  6596 

forsake 

But  3yf  )>ou  hope  )>at  he  wul  weyue  , 
Hys  law,  and  crystendom  receyue. 

[Against  making  Men  dwuik.~\ 
Jjys  custum  ys  also1  perylous, 
To  lede  a  man  to  )>e  alehous  }  6600 

To  do  hym  dry  nice  out  of  resu/*, 
<  )r  make  hym  drunke,  —  Jrat  ys  tresuw,  —  I 

\>y-  lious,  $yf  J)ou  hym  lede, 
(  )n  hym  <irynko  for  to  bede  ;  6604 

J)ou  art  gylty  of  hys  synne 
3yf  )>ou  to  drunkt-nes  widest  hym  wywu-. 
An.!  ;yf  Jx-ii  i(.y.;  jj»-,-,,f  h;^, 
J)e  more  )>ou  fallyst  yn  trespas  ;  §        6608 

ys  a  tokene  of  felu?inye 
To  weyt-   hy//'  \v/t//  swyrli  ,^rylrye. 

Also  $yf  )>ou  any  day  shuldest3  fast,  * 
And  )>ou  ouertymely  )>y  metii  aske,      6612 
Glotony  ha)>  swych  longyng  wrogfet, 
';-  'Hi  t«>  tymo  ahyd»-s! 


aUoy«.         *  Wn.        »  •hull*. 


»   T.-il 

«>-«>  &  tel 

npaigDie  one  gen  ne  deit  nu*v 
Null  ki  deus  Rime,  e  ad  cher. 
:.        d  Si  nel  q.  ben  a. 
•  al  geu  ou  deu.        f  ciunke  ue. 


E  ki  est  od  fol  acumpaine$, 
t  Fous,  pur  ueir,a  deuendra ; 

t  Sages  est  qe  le  fuera.b  5460 

H  Ne  ctt?»painie  au«-  od  Gin, 

*  Ne  deit  ki  eime  le  du$  Iesu,b 
Ne  en  beiure,c  ne  en  mange?-, 

§  Si  il  nel  quided  creistiener ;  5464 

Car  dune  est  bon  le  acointer       pe»f  ii»] 

|  Pur  I'alme  del  Giue  sauuer ; 
Qwaut  ce  n'entent,  nef  vant  i  i«-n 
La  cointe  del  Giu  a  Crestien.*  5468 

Ein$  est  pech6,  sache^,  m«lt  grant, 
Al  enimi  Deu  fere  beal  semblant ; 
N'est  mie  signe  qeh  ert  sauue 
Qe  a  Gins  ert  trop'  acu?//paint-.  ">  \7- 

Mes  ki  dene^-s  ad  a  duner, 
Cumpainie  peot  asse^  auer.k 

U  Home  qe  est1  custumer 
I  Autre  gentm  eniuerer,  5476 

0  De  peche  pur  ueir  se  peot  d liter 
Sin  il  ne  se  amende  premer. 
AUCU//S  fu;^°  trop  volunters; 

Deu  lesP  pardoint  lur  pechie^ !          5480 
Mes  les  fols  sunt  leger  a  trere ; 
Ki1!  force  ne  les  fet,  ne  poewt  crere 
Qe  autremewt  seient  bien  venu 

Al  hostel  de  hume  qe  il  vnt  conu  ;    5484 
De  ceo  vient  la  maueise  custumc 
DuntEngk'is  mcsdir?jt  ces  de  Ro 

t  U  Si  ioie  auie$  en  uostet  qeor 
Quant  autres  purrii-;  «MIVU«-:  r>-18S 

„  Cum  pl//x  Y//.S-  pl» -st-  u »'>•/»  r  i"- 

^  Taut  est*  plus  grant,  pi; 

*  U  Holm-  «i'  vodra  a  dreit"  iuner,       5491 
Ne  deit  p?ir  ceo  plus  lo»genie;»tv  mange/- 
Par lid  iur  ti//"ntx  il  iune, 
C\vn  f\\ni  plusurs  ]>'//•  custume ; 
A  tant  vainln-it  •!' 
Cum  faucement  ensiy  inn.  i.  .">  J(.M'( 

«  La  cvnnjiaixiii'-  ....  ili-l.         h  k'il. 
.  t.  e.  a  geu  acuni|>aigiu>.        k  a.  j 

1  ky  est  mat.        m  sou  vent  e.        «  S 
0  le  font        P  lur.        <i  Si. 

*  Dunt  dea  englebea  dient  ceua  do  roume. 
"  greindre.        l  greindre  en. 

11  a  d.  voudrait,        T  p.  lunges  pur  coe. 
x  ecus  iurs  les  queus.        f  issL 


214     Rich  Men,  think  on  Dives  and  Lazarus!    Hear  the  Tale  of  them! 

Anofer  spyce  ys  yn  glotonye,  |  *  U  Trop  bas  hure  manger  ne  deuum 

To  ete  ouer  delycyusly,  ||  6616       Le  iur  qwont  iuner  volum,* 

For  to  be  serued  wtt/i  many  messe  : l  \\  Neb  trop  deliciousement, 

on  table 

pat  hauwte  fese  lordynges  on  dese.  |  Qe  a  glotunie  ausi°  apent.  5500 

wuld  fey  of  euery  a  messe1  $yue  t  II  Ki  tiels  est,  il  dust  duner  d 

To  helpe  fe  pore  wyf  for  to  lyue,         6620   t  As  poures  de  chescura  manger, 

pe  boldlyere  fey  my$t  hem  self  fede  t  Du?zc  purreit  plwse  hardiement  [if.  149,  coi.  a] 

3yf  fey  dedyn  fat  alines  dede.  De  mutes f  mes  manger,  cum  ie  entenk  ; 

But  of  almcs  f  enk  fey  nojt,  f  Mes  des  poures  pensent  petit ;  5505 

For  lust  and  lykyng  ys  more  yn  f  ogfrt.  6624       Tant  vnt  en  mangant  grant  delit, 
pou  fat  louest  so  many  messe,2    [if.  u,  bk.]       Mwlt  chiereme/zt*  se  repentiruwt, 

wuldest  fou  f enke  on  syre  Dyues,  Qe  Poures  vblient>  Vh  il  mesfunt     5508 

Andoffeporeman3La3are 

pat  syre  Dyues  late  mysfare,—  6628       ^e  ne  fet  mie'  a  vblier- 

For  he  asked  liyin  sum  gode, 

Of  hys  mete,  for  hys4  lyue's  fode, — 

y  trowe  fou  shuldest  nat  forgete 

pe  pore  man  at  fy  mete,  6632 

3yf  fou  vndyrstode,  y  wene, 

what  fe  tale  wulde  beinene. 

[The  Tale  of  Dives  and  Lazarus.'} 

A  ryche  man  was  sum  tyme  of  prys  A  tale,    f  11  ladiz  esteit  vn  riches  horn        .ex«nu>/um. 

pat  wered  bofe  purpure  and  bys,  6636    t  Qe  vestu  fut  en  siclatun ;                   5512 

And  euery  day  nobly  was  led,  t  Noblemewt  chescuw  iur  mangeit ; 

And  vritfi  delycyus  metys  fed ;  Pite  des  poures  poik  aueit. 

And  fer  was  f  o  a  pore  man,  §  §  Deuant  sa  porte  vn  poure  giseit 

Lazare,  fat  f  e  wurd  of  ran,  J  6640 
He  lay  at  fe  ryche  mannys  3ate,  § 

Ful  of  byles,  yn  fe  gate  ;  ||  f  Qe  malt  grant  suffreite  aueit,  5516 

He  $erned  moche  to  ete  hys  fylle  t  Saole  uoleit  estre,  san$  fable, 

Of  fe  crummes  fat  f  e  ryche  man  ded  spyl,5   ^  Des  mies  V  cheirent  de  lftl  table, 

But  no  man  ;aue  hym  on  to  byte  <>      6645    °  ™™  nu|  ^  Vf eit  dmifer! 

y    '  °  Car  cest  riche  home  esteit  auer.         5520 

»gn  fat  asked  he  so  lyte  :  j  Le  poure, «  Lazare,'  a  nim  aueit ; 

But  fe  ryche  mannes  houndes  ||  Cum  leprus,  des  plaies  plein  esteit ; 

1  mese.  mes.         3  man  also.  d  Deueroit  ly  riche  home  doner  (after  1, 5451). 

4  to  )>e.         5  spylle.  e  le  phw.         f  plusurs. 

dolerousement.         h  kar. 


a  A  tel  iur  cum  nus  iunom.         b  Ne  manger.          i  mie  bon.         k  nul  ne.        ]  chaieint  de  sa. 
c  Kar  coe  a  gl.  ben.  ™  ne  ly  [If.  44]. 
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Come  and  lykked  Lajares  woundes.  §  6648   f  Mes  les  chiens  de  la  mesun  veneiewt, 
Sone  aftyrward  dcydr  Lazare  §  t  E  ces  plaies  de  lur  langes  lescheient. 

Before  J>e  mawnes  $ate  )>are ;  Ausi,  cuw  Deu  purueu  aueit,*  5525 

Goddes  auugeles  be  soule  nam,  §  |*  Poure  aPr^  mor^  818clt  '> 

'  En  repos  esteit  porte,b 

And  bare  hyt  yn-to  )?e  bosum  of  Abraham.    f  Car  en  Je  ^  Abrahawl  fu  pose.       5528 

Abrahams  bosum  ys  a  dwellyng       6653 
J)at  holy  men  haue  yn  restyng, 
)3at  to  Ihe^u,  Goddys  sone,  cam, 
))at  flesshe  and  blode  yn  Mary  nam.     6656 
Abrahams  bosu//<  ys1  a  stede,  men  telle, 
Betwyxi-  paradys  and  helle. 

Fyl-  auniture,  as  y  er  seyde, 

.  li.   man  sone  aftyr  deyde.          6660   t  Li  riches  est  ausi  d< 
Hys  soule  was  bore  to  Lucyfere,  t  E  as  vifs  deables  ale" ; d 

w«t/<-mityn  ende  to  dwelle  fere ;  t  En  enfern  fue  enseueli, 

And,  as  he  was  bere  yn  pyne,   pf.  44, bk., col.  2]       Car  bien  le  aueit  deserui.d 

CCCA       Cest  cheitif,  qe  esteit  mwlt  pene, 
He  loked  vpwarde  \\iili  hys  yne,          6664    ,  ~       .j      f     ^  ^  aj  jeu£  . 

And  sagli  Lazare,  J>e  pore  man,  t  En  ^po,  ^^  hioti  Abraham, 

yn  )>e  bosuw  of  Abraham  ;  E  Lazare  le  poure  en  sun  sein. 

And  as  he  myjt,  he  ^aue  a  cry,  U  Pere  Abraham,  ad  apele, 

And  seyd,  "  Abraham,  me?-cy,  me/x:y !  6668  f  '  E  qc  de  luy  vst  mem/  prie,h 

Late  La3are  hys  o  fynger  wete,  f  > "  L-azare  enueie^,  dist,  a  mey, 

And,  droppe  on  my  turcge  for  hete ;  f  Qe  moille  vne  p^rtie  de  sun  dey '      5540 

v  am  yn  endl«->  jn-yne,         ,,  Purk  ma  lange  refreider,       n<»f  149,  i»ck] 

yn  fyre  and  yn  leye  certeyne."  6672  ||  Car  trop  su  pone,  si  ne  pw*  murir." l 

And  Al.iMham  spak8  as  yn  vpbreyde,  f  Abraha?/?  luy  ivsjmndi 

ae  !  menest  )>ou  nat  what  y  er4  seyd1?         *  Qe  ceo  ne  pout  estre,  sust  il  de  fi/  5544 

pou  receyuedyst  )>e  wurldys  blys,  „     6675  *  <4  Car  Lazare  recust,"  dist,m  "  mal, 
And  Lazare,  pouert  and  peyne  y^s.  *  Tant  cu??i  fust  nen  vie  mortal ; 

fcou  etc  and  druwkr,  and  wi'/v;  ful  blyfe  ; ;;         i;  \-//x  rocustes,  dit  il,  °bi«-n, 
And  L:^ar«-  hnn-r.-d.  ,V  ful  wo  syj>e ;  *  Q  nil  fotli  -  liome  terrien  :  5548 

And  now  slial  he,  for  hys  deserte,  I-Yp-  ruiimt  du//c  equit^, 

Haue  welfe  y-nogh  for  hys  pouert ;      6680 
And  jj.ni.  t'ni  \vrlj-f,  to  pyne  shal5  go, 

haut  vist.        h  ad  . 
-i    Lenex  Lazvr  inoilln  1-  .-h.-f  .!••  sun  dai, 

K  vnr  pitt«  •!•  -  «n  a'  ttro  a  moy. 
I  Mint  pnae. 

-t  flamme  ov  tofrp  grant  martir. 
1  (list  L.  r.        "  il  fti. 


I  ysH,  om.  0.         3 

*  spak  0,  mn.  H.        *  ere.  shalt 

II  le  aueit.         h  I'aline  porte. 
c  e»*t  deui/-  ausi. 

lieae  line*  are  omitted  i 


E  en  enfer  eat.        r  oiz  vert.  °  tnut  «1< . 
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And  for  fy  ryches  f  ou  shalt  haue  wo. 

Now  ys  Lahore  euer  yn  solace, 

And  fou  yn  sorow  wtt/i-oute  grace  ;     6684 

J)e  endles  ende  may  no  man  telle 

Betwyxe  vs  here,  &  30  w  yn  hello  ; 

Betwyxe  oure  ioye,  and  ^oure  peyne, 

ys  endles  tyme,  and  vncerteyne.  6688 

Swych  sykernes  ys  betwyx1  30  w  two, 

))at  nouw  of  vs  to  }ow  may  go. 

None  of  vs  to  $ow  may  come, 

But  echone  haue  hys  owni?  dome."       6692 

jjan  preyde  f  e  ryche  man,  Abraham, 
fat  he  wide  sende  Lazare,  or  su??i  of  e?*  wham, 
To  hys  bref  ryn  alle  fyue, 
£at  fey  loke  hem  so,  yn  here  lyue,  i  6696 
Fro  auaryce  and  fro  glotonye  j 
And  $yue  to  pore  men  blef  lye, 
"  |3at  fey  neuer  hedyr  be  sent, 
with  me,  yn  fys  hete,  to  be  brent."     G700 

Abraham  ne  grauwted  hym  noght  [leaf  45] 
)3at  f  e  ryche  man  hym  besogfct,  [dedys, 
"]3ey  haue,"  he  seyd,  "alle  fe  prophete 
And  holy  wryt,  fat  men  on  redys,  6704 
To  teche  hem  bof  e  ry$t  and  skyle, 
Do  f  eraftyr,  $yf  fey  wyle." 

)3an  spake  fe  ryche  man, 
"Nay,  fadyr  Abraham,  nay,  fey  ne  kan  ; 
But  wuldest  fou  do  aftyr  my  rede,       6709 
To  reyse  a  man  fat  haf  be  dede, 
fat  my^t  hem  fe  peynes  telle 
]5at  fey  shul  suffre  and  yn  dwelle,       6712 
J3an  shulde  fey  do  ry$t  penauwce 
For  to  askape  fys  myschau?^ce." 

Abraham  wulde  nat  graurcte 
\)&  ryche  man  fat  cimnaunt,  6710 

A  dede  man  vp  for  to  reyse, 
"  Syn  Moyses  sawes  fey  wyl  nat  preyse, 

1  sekernes  ys  betwene. 

a  Ke  il  ait  ioie  &  VMS  seez. 


t  Qe  Lazare  seit  en  ioye,  &  vt«a  penes." 


f  Abraham  ad  m?^lt  pus  prie 

'  Qe  Lazere  a  cesb  freres  fut  enveie,  5552 
i  Pur  eu$  certeineme?it  garnir, 

Queles  peynes  lur  couiewt  suffrir 
|  Si  lur  auarice  ne  ueiHerit  lessir, 
t  E  des  poures  pite  auer ; 
|  De  lur  glotonie  ausi  cesser 
f  Si  en  enfern  ne  veillent  aler.' 
t  Abraham  ne  li  vout  granter 

Lazer0  a  ces  freres  enueier, 


5556 


5560 


f  "  Car  le  p?-ophete  Moisend  aueient, 


ses. 


Lazer  B,  Abraham  A. 


t  Qe  crere  le  pusserat,  si  ile  voleient." 

f  Li  riches,  qe  en  peyne  esteit, 

t  A  Abraha??i  dist,  '  k'il  bien  quideitf  5564 

t  Qe  si  vn  mort  releuast, 

t  E  les  peines  d'enfer  cuntast,& 

t  Penance  freient  de  lur  peche, 

Cesh  freres  qe  il  ad  tant  ame.'  5568 

t  Abraham  ne  vout  granter 

t  En  nule  mane/'e  Lazere  enueer, 
"  Car  vn  home  mort  ne  creient/ 

d  Par  Moysen,  dist  il,  ke  oi  [If.  44,  col.  2]. 
e  E  autres  k'il  poaient  crere  si. 
f  creai*:.         8  lur  c.         h  Ses. 
1  Kar  h.  m.  dist. 
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How  wulde  fey  at  a  dede  man  lere,  t  Quant  Moysen  le  prophete  ne  oient."  * 

whan  holy  wryt  fey  wyl  nat  here?  "    6720 

|3ys  tale  tellyf  oure  lorde  Ih^-n  t  II  Ceste  cuwte  deigna  Vietu  cunter,   5573 

To  ryche  men  for  here  pivxv.1  t  Pur  les  riches  anion ester 

J3;it  fey  ne  be  no  nythyng  t  Qe  il  ne  seie?it  trop  auer 

Of  here  mete,  ne  of  here  ]>yng.  6724   t  De  lur  beiure  &  lur  manger.  5576 

To  pore  men,  nami;ly,  t  Ouesqe  les  poures  deiuent  partir 

J)at  fou  $yuest  hem,  jyue  hyt2  ble)>ly,  Quant  meseise  les  ueientb  suffrir ; 

w/'t/<  no  betyng,  ne  wit/i  nouu  awe ;  Enc  lur  delices,  ne  deiuent  lesser,  ^lly'bk" 

Almrs  ys  no^t  wyj)  any  myssawe.         6728       Des  poures  a  la  porte  pensir;  5580 

why  telly f  he  )>e3  wykkednes  of  fys  man       La  ioie  de  ciel  peotd  achatri 

alle, —  Li  riches  horn  pare  sun  auer. 

And  he  ne  robbed,  ne  he  ne  stalle, — 
lint  for  he  bare  hym  ouer  hye, 
And  ledde  hys  lyfe  yn  glotonye,  6732 

And  to  )>e  pore  dyd  euyl  yn  dede, 
No  halp  hym  no^t  yn  hys  nede  : 
N'    La^are  asked  nat  greuuslyke, 
But  a  fewe  cniwmes  for  to  pyke  ;        6736 
And  for  he  $aue4  hym  nou/i  on  to  byte, 
Hym  was  werned  as  lyte  :  [6^yw.] 

As  lytyl  as  he  hym  wernede,     [if.  45,  coi.  2] 
As  lytyl  j>yng  he  jernede ;  6740 

he  prrV'l'    I.a^are  hym  to  sende 
A  .Irope  of  hys  fynger  ende. 

Loke  how  euene  lugement, 
J3e  tone  ajens  J)e  toj>e>-,  was  sent :         6744 
hyt  ys  but  a  lytyl  synne, 

Irope  and  of  a  cruwme  ; 
J>  in  wyl  hyt  be  ful  harde  a-counte 

;ig  )>at  wylle  to  moche  a-mounte.  6748 

p,  je  lortlyngys,  be)>  ful  ware, 
Jjonkc])  on  Dyues  and  on  La;are, 
And  Jjo  i  forgote 

wlian  ;«•  >ytli-  at  ^nir«-  mete.  6752 

And  fou  fat  fedyst  fe  so  rychely, 
Ouer  mesure  yn  glotonye, 
)>  nk  fat  fou  shalt  stynk  and  rote, 

0.         8  \*  H,  am.  0.  •  lespwphetes  oir  ne  vol.  |  voi.-nt  in. 

1  v»f.        '  noght.  «  Pwr.        d  j>  '    n          «  r.  del  pouere  pur. 
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And  wunnes  sbul  fyl  J>y  frote,  6756 

And  )>e  fouler  shal  )>y  body  stynke, 
For  thy  ryche  mete,  and  J>y  drywke. 

Euery  man  $yue  tente  to  J>ys, 
And  se  how  vyle  hys  body  ys.  6760 

kepo 

Twey  dayys  or  J>re  mow  hyt  loke 

Mete,  ar  man  hyt  ete  or  toke  ; 

But  as  sone  as  hyt  ys  yn  fe  3oten, 

Yn  half  a  day  Jjan  ys  hyt  roten ;          6764 

Ry$t  vyle,  and  alj>er  meste, 

J3an  hyt  ys  of  any  oujjer  beste. 

Se  weyl  )>ys !  fan  niayst  )>ou  fynde, 

how  vyle  )>an  ys  J)yn  owne  kynde.        6768 

)5ys  ryche  man  that  y  of  telle, 
Wente  nat  oonly  Jjarfor  to  helle. 
But,  for  j>at  he  wuldij  noght 
^yue  to  La^are  )>at  he  besoght,  6772 

Ne  no^t  only  for  glotonye, 
!Ne  auaryce,  ne  for  beryng  hye, 
No$t  for-]jy,  J>e  leste  of  Jrys, 
My^t  brynge  a  man  to  luwys.  6776 

why  was  God  mostewyj?  hym  wroth?  [45 bk.] 

harnie 

For  he  dyd  J>e  pore  man  loth, 

And  for  he  dyd  hys1  houndes  oute  late 

To  byte  j)e  La^are  at  J?e  $ate ;  6780 

And,  for  he  dyde  hym  J>at  dyspyte,2 

God  wrathede  hym  astyte, 

And  deyne}>  nat  to  nemne  hys  name, 

For  he  dede  j>e  pore  man  shame,          6784 

But  callej)  hym  yn  J>e  gospel,  ryche, 

As  vnkynde  and  vnbryche. 

For  ful  comunly  shalt  )>ou  fynde 

Ofte  ryche  men  vnkynde.  6788 

Lorde !  how  shul  j>ese  robbers  fare, 
J)at  fe  pore  pepyl  pelyn  ful  bare,— 
Erie's,  kny^tes,  and  barouns, 
And  ou]>er  lordynges  of  touwnes ;         6792 
lustyses,  shryues,3  and  baylyuys, 

1  hys  0,  he  H.        2  despyt.        3  shereues. 
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)3at  Jjf  law.-  alle  to-ryues, 

Ami  fe  pore  men  alle  to-pyle; 

To  ryche  men  do  J>ey  but  as  fey  wylle.1 

jjys  ryclie  man,  as  fe  gospel  seys,     6797 
was  but  to  .0.  man  vncurteys, 
And  hadde  so  moche  pyne2  farfore; 
<  in  ht-ni  wvl  falle  niochu  more  6800 

jjat  many  pore  men  pyle  and  bete, 
K"r  God  no  synne  wyl  fey  nat  lete. 
s \\vch  ryche  men3  fat  are  a^ens  Goddys4 

pes, 

)>'i>ki'f  on  La^are  and  on  Dyues;         6804 
And  bef  nat  pynede  wy)>  Satanas 
For  pore  men,  as  Dyues  was, 
An- 1  ys,  and  cue?-5  shal  be ; 
3yt  robbed  he  neuer6  golde  ne  fee.       6808 
By  fys  skylle,  fan  mow  $e  se, 
J3at  $e  are  wers  fan  was  he. 
He  dyde  but  lete  an  hounde  hyin  to  ; 
3e  rychii  men,  weyl  wers  30  do  !  6812 

vl  noun  houmles  to  hem  lete, 
But,  $e  self,  hem  sle  and  bete. 

He  ne  dyd  but  werned  hyra  of  hys  mete ;      [if.  45,  bk.,  col.  sj 
And  $e,  robl»e  al  fat  ^e  mow  gete  ;      6816  [OM/M/I 49,60**, co&t] 

3e  are  as  Dyues,  fat  wyl  naght  ayue  ;  '   M  "lfc  (lesa  mane/>8  almoines  deit  fere 

,  f  ,  ,  i    1 1     ,          Riche  homo  a*1  a  Deu  ueut"  i^lere ;   O0o4 

An,l  w,«,  for  3e  robbe  fat  fey  shuUe  by      g.  fl  de         ^  S(,i(  ^ 

Autre  almoined  preni  a  gree. 

Of  mochu  peyne  30  mow  $ow  drede,  Les  uns  fu//t  alinoine  utes  pourement," 

For  je  do  weyl  wers  fan  Dyues  dede.  6820       Pur  ceo  Deu  ne  pai.-ui  ni<  5588 

;  ,  God  wyl  JMW  charge  Aucunef  chose  se  couicnt  greuer 

Qe  almoine  veut  a  dreit  dunci . 
;yue  3our,  dnUta  large ;  Jjf  £  no  mief  8uleme/it 

ouer  powere,  neiwr  a  -loyl,  h  jjeh  ,l(.it  ]„„„  ,iulll,r  lar-.-m- y.t.1        5592 

But  ^yue  fat,  f./t  v  mow7  ful  weyl;   6824    +  Mesk  curteiscmewt  deit  du; 
And  nat  allonely  largely,  §  Qe1  a  Deu  veut  eatre  chi.-r. 

loue,fat  -v;  J  „  Curteisi,  d,f,,,- 

11  As  poures  dunergroe1"  fra 

1  wyle.        a  neyne.        »  m  : ,  H.       .0.  d  manere  de  aumooe. 

4  goddes.        •  eomnor.        •  no)>tfr.  •  met  po n  i-ur. 

'  De  acunc  [If.  44,  bk]. 

c  Vne  mie  tant. 

•  K  b  noudra.  h  Ne  A,  <mu  B.       •  franchcment 

c  Ke  d  .  .  .  vno  manere  ne.  k  E.  ,        •  gmnt. 
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3yue)>  curteysly,  and  nat  to  bete,  || 

3ow  were  bettyr  $oure  almcs  lete.  „      6828 

3yf  a  pore  man  take  ons  or  twyys,1  | 
Mysdo  hym  nat,  $yf  Jjou  be  wys, 
Ne  seye  hy?»  noun  o)>er  vyleynye ; 
))an  doust  f>ou  larges  and  curteysye.     6832 
More  j)ank  Jjou  getest  for  swych  ^yuyng 
J)an  seuene  so  moche  wtt//  chydyng. 
Herefore  Seynt  Ihou  J)e  aumenere  seys, 
And  techy))  men  to  be  curteys.  6836 


0  Meus  vaudrei??til  qe  ne  fussent  venu, 
0  Qe  pur  poureb  almoine  estre  batu. 

II  Reprouer  cne  deuej  le  poure  home, 
I  Si  fere  vole$  uartrc  almoine  ;c  5600 

'  Si  aucuw  receiued  dous  fee, 
t  Nel  reproue^  nient,  pwr  Taniur  D4e,e 
Qe  auer  purra  plus  grant f  mester 
Qe*  qwfltre  autres  de  almoine  auer.  5604 

t  U  Seint  lohan,  le  bon  aumoner,  .e*emPium. 
t  Nus  ap?-ent  almoiue11  duner; 


[The  Tale  of  St.  John  the  Almoner, 
and  his  great  Liberality  and 
Courtesy.-]  AUe 

Hyt  sey}>  Seynt  Ihou  )>e  aumenere 

Pore  men  called  hyin  Goddys  spensere ; 

He  was  bysshope  and  patryarke 

Of  Constantyne,2  noble  starke.  6840 

Of  hym  ^ede  ful  fyr  j>e  name,3 

Of  large  alme's  men  $aue4  hym  name. 

A  pylgryme  lierde  of  hym  jms  seye, 

And  to  hys  palys  he  toke  )>e  weye ;      6844 

whan  he  cam5  j>er,  he  sagft  seynt  Ihon6 

Dele  J>e  pore  folk  ful  gode  wone ; 

He  seyd  he  wulde  hy??i  oue?-charge, 

To  wete  whejje?'  seynt  Ihon  were  large.  ° 

He  com,  and  asked  J?e  charyte,  6849 
And  seynt  Ihon,  j>at  was  so  fie,  . 
He  co?ftmau?idede  hys  seriaunte  '  6851 
For  to  $yue  \\yrn  syxe  besaunte.  i  [lf  ^ 
)3ys  pylgrym  ^ede  and  chaunged  hys  wede,  J 
More  to  aske,  ^yf  he  my^t  spede.  [Fr.  221  .,.,-r 


1  ones  or  twys. 

-  constantyue  0,  constatyne  H. 

:!  ful  fere  }ede  }>e  fame. 

4  jafe.         5  com.         6  lohone. 


a  M.  lur  vaudreit.         b  poure  A,  om.  B. 
c— «         nul  pouere  ho?;i  ne  deuez 

Si  vostre  aumone  ben  fere  uolex. 
d  receit  aumone. 


[From  his  *  Life.*} 


Le  seint  horn,1  poures  out  si  chier, 

Qe  chescu?£  iur  les  soleit  visiter.k      5608 


,  Vn  pelerin  ceo  bien  veeit, 
E  te??^pter  seint  lohan  uoleit ; 
Sauer  uout1  la  verite, 

0  Si  il  ust  parfite  charite.  5612 
Entre  les  poures  sem  e^  mis, 

Si  ad  semt  Iohann  mwlt  requis 
,  Qe  de  luy  ust°  pite ; 
'  Si  luy  dunast  de.P  charite.  5616 

"  Vn  pelerin,"  dist,  "su,^  meseise,    [if.  i^oj 
t  Xoueleme/it  vine  en  ceste  cite." 
•  Semt  lohan  coma?*da  a  su/i  donur,r 

1  Qe  sis  besan^  li8  doigne,  pwr  Deu*  amur; 
Mes  qwant  out  receu  li  sis  besant,     5621 

}  Sa  robe  changi"  mein tenant; 

e  Pur  &mur  deu  nel  reprouer. 

f  Iv'il  poet  auer  greindro. 

«  De.         h  De  aumone. 

1  Le  seint  horn  B,  Les  seint  A.         k  doner. 

1  uolait.        m  s'en.        n  E  s.  i.  ad. 

0  auereit.         P  E  ly  dureit  de  sa. 

Q  p.  suy  mut.          r  c.  son  aumoner. 

s  face  doner.         l  ly  face. 

u  change. 
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6864   t  t 


0868 


And  seyd  he  hadde  gou«  many  a  gate,1 
Ami  to  fe  cyte  he  was  com  late,  6856 

And  of  spensys  had  2  he  non, 
So  hadde  he  yn  pylgrymage  gon. 

t  IhOn  cowmaundede  hys  aumenere 
To    $yue    hym   oufer   syxe,    for    he    had 

nede 

mystere.  6860 

£e  aumener  parceyued  weyl  fat  tyme 
)5at  hyt  was  f e  same  pylgryme 
)5at  toke  byfore  fe  charyte, 
And  seyd,  "  syre,  f  ys  ys  he." 
Nof  eles,  ofer  wroth  or  glad, 
He  $af3  hym,  fat  seyn4  Ihon  bad. 

jede 

pylgrym  eft0  besydij  nam, 
Ami  <'ftij  fe  fryd  tyme  cam6 
yn  a-nof er  wede  fan  he  was  ore, 
And  asked  at  seynt  Ihon  $yt  more. 
j?e  aumenere  was  wroth  ferfore, 
jjat  he  asked  so  oute  of  skore, 
Syn  hym  was  $yue  so  lar_ 
Ami  ^yt  he  asked,  and  was  gredy. 
But  Seynt  Ihon,  he  was  fre,  I 
Ami  yn  ful  gretii  charyte 
He  cowmaunded  to  hym  a-none  $ 
To  $yue  hym  twclue  besauntes  echone  : 
"  Perauenture,  God  wyl  me  proue 
what  y  wyl  do  for  hys  loue, 
Ofer  hyt  ys  God  hym  selue ; 
jjarfore  $yf7  liym  Ixjsaiwtes  twelue 
Or  In-  prouef  me  a-nof  er  wey, 
I  myssey ; 

parfore  jyuef  wit/*  godii  wyl 
Ami  nirteysye,  wtt/t-outyn  yl." 
J)ys  tale  y  toldc  ^ow  fys  ty«l- . 
\v/t//  mi  j)ore  men8  chv 

'•<  spenoeii  hadde. 
•  eft  H,  om.  O. 
man 


0670 


6884 


6888 


1  0.  gloss 'wey.' 

• 

>  jyue. 


'     li.-  ram. 


Seint  Ion  ad*  encuwtre, 

Le  almoine  demande  autre  fee ; 

Le  po/riarch  sun  donurb  ad  apele, 
t  Si  li  ad  ad  tostc  comande 
t  Qe  sis  beusanj  d'or  lid  donast ; 


s>riant  se 


A  seint  lohan  en  Toraille  diseitf 


Qe  il  deuant*  receu  aueit ;' 
t  Nepurqwant  l'adh  dune 
t  Ceo  qe*  sun  sei^nu/-  1'ad  comande.     5(?32 


t  La  tierce  fee  sek  est  deguise, 
t  Si  ad  le  almoine  demande  ; 


5636 


I  E  cil,  qe  plein  fu  de 

Nais  du/ic  ad1  comaii'lr 
§  Qe  almoine  ly  fust  dum  . 

Le  serf  n'esteit  meiem  ben  pai6 

De  sa  g/*ant  engresset4, 

M.-s  seiwt  Ioli'/n  ad  bit-n  nmstre 

Qe  il  fu  pleiu  de  char 

[  .....   //"  .'/<//>  in  flie  MS.] 
T  Ihisje  besan^  li  tlnna  al  liure; 
t  Si  dist,  "  ceo  est  Deu,  jxir  auenture,  5644 

K  i  me  vient  esprouern 

Si  almoine  dune0  sanj  reprouer." 


•  ad  dunk.  s. 

•'   1*'san/.  ly. 


•    tint  t..st. 


•  Mmerueillait. 


U  Ensample  ni^  duna  de  curteisie, 
Purniwgarderdevyl.ini..  :.«MS 

f  K  a  sun  seiguur  orillait.         •  cil  avant 

ly  ad.        >  Tant 

/^.n         •  \  intoment ad  dunkM. 
»  E  le  atrgant  n'e.  paa. 
»  ^/.  tnmapotea  theac  words. 
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3yf  )jou  chydyng  wtt/t  hym  makes, 
-whan  )>yn  almes  of  )>e  he  takes, 
He  byej>  hyt  dere  wit/*  hys  myssawe,   &J$ij 
And  shame  ]>erwtt7i,  and  drede,  and  awe. 
$yf  for  J>at  ^yft  j>ou  wylt  haue  mede,    6893 
Mysdo  hym  nat,  yn  wurde  ne  dede. 

Also  hyt  ys  grete  curteysye  J 
To  3yue  ^oure  almes  hastylye ;  6896 

Xat  for  to  make  long  delay,  * 
To  late  a  wrecche  stonde  al  day 
Cryyug  at  )>y  3ate  yn  colde ;  || 
He  bye))  )>yn  almes  on  manyfolde,        6900 
And  J)ogli  J>ou  3yue  hy??i  lytyl  or  noght,  § 
Algate  hyt  ys  dere  y-boghte. 
And,  )?arfore  hyt  were  weyl  douw 
To  3yue  j>yn  almes  gladly  and  souw.     6904 

And  y  warne  3ow  alle  of  o  j>yng, 
Forj>enkej>  nat  of  3oure  almes-^yuyng. 
3yf  )>ou  forjjenkest,  j>ou  getyst  maugre, 
py  3yft  ys  nat  yn  charyte  ;  6908 

Rygfct  so  dyd  Jje  bysshope  Troyle, 

sorowe 

For  hys  almes  he  made  grete  doyle,    A  tale 

pat  a  sykenes  hym  ouer  haf l 

For  large  almes  J>at  he  3af.2  6912 

Seynt  Ihouw  ])e  aumenere  telle))  how, 

And  as  lie  seyjj,  y  shal  telle  3ow ; 

A  gode  ensample,  as  we  rede, 

pat  none  forjjynke  hys  almes  dede.      6916 

[The  Tale  of  Bishop  Troylus  and 
his  TJiirty  Pounds J] 

Jjys  yche  seynt  Ihon  Jje  aumenere 
was  a  patryark  of  grete  powere ; 
Vndyr  hyra  was  bysshope  Troylus, 
pat  for  to  haue  tresour  was  coueytous.  * 

1  hafe.        2  jafo. 

*  de  chose.        b  dium. 

c  poet.        d  Ky  dehors  esteit  tut. 

«  naif  &  en.        '  E  poy  [If.  45]. 


I  U  Curteisie  e^  ausi  tost  duner, 
*  Ne  mie  su?i  dun  t?'op  targer ; 

^  Asse3  est  chier  achate, 

^  Poi,a  soueut  demand^.  5652 

IF  Pur  ceo  dist  homb  par  custume. 
'  Ki  tost  dune,  dou3  fei3  dune  ! ' 
Plws  pwrrac  le  freid  al  poure  greuer 
Qwant  almoine  demand  en  mi  yuer,  [iso/2j 

II  Dehors  lus  esta  longesd  nu  pe"  5657 
"  En  la  boue  &e  la  gele, 


5660 


5664 


Qef  vaut  1'almoine  qe  luy  est 

Ayres  qe  longes  auera*  crie. 
t  U  De  vne  chose  garde  perne3, 

Qe  de  sun  almoine  ne  vus  repente3 
t  hCar  nul  gre  sert,  ein3  fet  deliet, 

Qe  se  repente  de  sun  bien  fet.h 
t  Ceo  fist  Troil  li  cheitif  endurci,1 

t  Qe  apres  sun  dun  enmaladi ; k 


t  Le  cuwte  vus  C!«iterai  de 
Coniewt  coe  esteit 


5668 


[See  Cap.  xxvi  of  '  Leontii  Neapolitan!  Episcopi 
Vita  Sancti  loannis  Eleemosynarii '  in  Migne's 
Patrologiae  Cursus  Complctus,  Series  Graeca,  torn. 

xciii,  p.  1639.] 

.exemp/wm. 

t  ^  Seint  Ioh«n,  qe  ieom  nomai  auant, 
t  Le  patriarch  sin  vaillant, 
t  Desuz  sei  vn  euesqe  aueit, 

Qe  Troilus  norne  esteit.  5672 

*  Cest  Troil0  fust  trop  auer, 

K  A.  coe  ke  lung  tens  ad. 

h-h  Omitted  in  B. 

1  .i.  chaitif  endurci  B,  li  cheitif  A. 

k  en  maladie  chai.         !  ert  ben  conferme\ 

m  ky.        n  tant.        °  troillus. 
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And  on  a  day,  as  fyl  to  be  6921 

J)at  seynt  Ihoii  $af  hys  chary te, 

J3e  bysshope  Troyle,  for  cumforte, 

w/tA  hym  wentii  for1  dysporte,  6924 

To  se  fe  folk  fat  fyrdyr2  come 

Of  many  cuntres  fat  oute  were  nome. 

)3at  ychi;  tyine  fat  chaunce  gan  falle, 

Seynt  I  lion  hadde  nat  to  $yue  hem  alle ; 

But  a  man,  fat  was  fere,    [leaf 46,  back]    6929 

Rouned  yn  seynt  Ihous3  ere, 

tyme 

c  ))at  he  hadde  broght  fat  yche  stounde 
To  syre  Troylu  fyrty4  pounde,  6932 

Ami  lie  my$t  helpe,  $yf  he  wylde, 
)5at  hys  dole  were  fulfylde.' 

tospekc 

Seynt  Ihoii  to  Troyle  bygan  to  sermun 
\\i\h  ensamples  of5  gode  resun,  6956 

"  £at  he  hadde  pyte  of  here  cryyng ; 
To  se  hem  wepe,  was  reuful  f yng ; 
For  God  shal  fankc  alle  at  f e  laste  day  yn 

.le, 

)>at  of  fe  pore  for  hys  loue  ban  pyte  at 
n  "de.  6940 

what  ys  hyt  wrf  to  preche  yn  cherche, 
whan  men  yn  dede  wyl  nat  werchet 
And  now  hyt  ys  so  on  fy  party, 
Thou  hast  besauntes  of  golde  redy,      6944 
frit  f<>u  mayst  helpe,  $yf  fat  fou  wylt, 
frit  fys  pore  peple  be  nat  spylt." 

what  for  almes,  and  what  for  despyte, 
Troyle  commaunded  al  styte  6948 

)>at  fo6  f rytty  pounde  of  golde 
were  $yue  fere  seynt  Ihofl  wolde. 

To  fe  pore  was  hyt  so  delte  and  dryue, 
Jjat  euery  besaunt  was  furf  $'•  »>(J;VJ 

whan  alle  haddi-  fat  fere  cam, 

to  O,  om.  H.        8  )>yd«r. 

lones.        4  J^ytty.        •  and.        •  fe. 


IT  bon.         b  visiter. 

E  one  ke  aei  troiloa.        d  vint  a  fere. 

home.        f  ilokes  en.        (  troilus. 


t  Mes  seint  Ioh<m  lea  aumoner 

i  Vn  inr  les  poures  vereb  ala, 
T  E  Troil  od  sei1  ainena. 


t  Qwant  a  fere  vintd  la  depa?-tie, 
t  Seiwt  lohan  a  parfere  ne  out  mie, 

|  Mes  vne  li  cunta  priuemewt, 

t  '  Qe  vn  home  fu  laf  present, 
.  Qe  trente  liures  d'or  out  porte 
A  Troil/  8  qe  auant  ai  nome. 


t  Seiwt  lohan  ad  Troil h  mult  sermone, 

,  Qe  des  poures  ust  pite  : h 
"  Kegarde^  lur  lermes,  &  lur  plure, 
De  almoine  les  fetes  sucurs,' 

t  Car  Deu  al  drein  iur  mprcierak 

t  Tu$  qe  pur  s'amur  bien  les  ferra.       5688 

t  En  eglise,"  dist,  "  ceo  prechej,1 
t  En  eoure  mustrer  le  deuej  ; 

t  Deners  aue^  prestement, 

t  Dunt  dunor  poej  largement."  5692 

t  Qe  de  hunte,  qe  de  pite, 

t  A  sun  serf"  ad  comande  [bafiMttaokj 

t  Qe  les  besaii)  tu;n  donast 

t  La  ou  seiwt  lohan  le  comandast.       5696 

t  Tant  fu  de  poure0  I'assemblei* 

t  Qe  tuj  les  besanj  <  lone. 


h-h  troiluM  mut  wrmonait. 

Ky  de  poaera  meeai»  •;  ndreit. 

1  acun  •ocura.         k  lur  in. 
1  E  via  dites  ke  deu  amei.        m  vrgant. 
»  de  or  [If.  46,  ooL  2].        °  pouerea. 
P  aaembl*  B,  assembc  A.         <  fu 
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Seynt  Ihon  and  Troyle  homward  nam  : 

Troyle  fyl  yn  a  grete  syknes 

For  sorow1  of  hys  large  almes ;  6956 

J3.it  sorow1  hadde  hym  so  outcome, 

)3at  \>e  feuer  hadde  hym  nome.2 

He  wende  weyl  )>at  he  hadde  be  lore, 

So  lytyl  hope  yn  hym  was  bore.  6960 

Hys  gode  hope  was  ful  badde, 

For  hym  )>ogfite  lore,  J>at  pore  men  hadde.  § 

Seynt  Ihoii  wulde  nat  Troyle  forgete, 
He  sente  aftyr  hym  to  J>e  mete  ;  J        6964 
But  he  excused  hym,  and  seyd  nay, 
And  seyd  )>at  he  yn  j>e  feuer  lay, 
And  to  be  debe  he  hoped  weyl,8  [if.  t6,bk.,coi.2] 

J>at  tyme 

parefore  ne  my^t  he  come  Jjat  sele.        6968 

whan  Seynt  Ihon  herde  j>at  seye, 
Jjat  Troyle  supposed4  "for  to  deye, 
Asswyjje  to  hym  he  $ede, 
And  cunseyled  hym  to  haue  no  drede ; 
"  Dfede  J)e  nogfrt,5  my  gode  sone,         6973 
Godde's  manere  we  owe  to  kone ; 
For  alle  JJQ  j>at  he  loue]>  dere, 
he  chaste))  hem  on  many  manere ;         6976 
And  as  he  sendej)  to  J>c,  sykenes, 
He  wyl  sende  hele  whan  hys  wyl  es." 

Seynt  Ihon  wyst  wele  hys  herte, 
Hys  sykenes,  and  alle  hys  querte ;       6980 
Jjarfore  he  seyde  on  )>ys  wyse — 
For  he  knew  hys  coueytyse, — 
« Jjy  golde  )>at  was  to  me  so  redy, 
To  me  )>ou  lentyst  hyb,  graunte  mercy ; 
For  y  was  yn  wyl,  for  )>e  feste,  6985 

))at  euery  hadde  a  peny,  who  so  hadde  leste. 
1  sorowe.         2  0.  gloss  'take.' 


wele. 


nat. 


a— a     Kwant  tuj  les  poueres  t'urent  serui 

Mes  troil  esteit  de  doel. 
b  Kwant  ke  as. 

c  Seint  lohan  ses  sergnnz  a  ly. 
d  E  ke  one  ly  ra.  mut. 
e  de  feuere  maladis  esteit. 


t  IT  Set/it  lohan  &  Troil  su/tf  depart! ; 
t  lMes  Troil  tantost  enmaladi,  5700 

t  Tant  esteit  de  dolur*  vencu, 


§  Qe  tut  quida  auer  pe/'du. 

Q?f«nt  ab  poures  out  dune, 

Creance  li  failli  pur  uerite.  -")704 

|  U  Le  sei«t  patriarch  lee  manda, 

Qe  od  luy  mangastd  li  pria ; 
t  Troil  tantost  se  escuseit, 
t  E  dit  qe  *  en  feure  gyseit,e  5708 

t  Le  hure  atendi  qe  ilf  morreit, 

t  Pur  ceo  venir  ne  purreit.'  * 
t  Qw«nt  seirct  lohan  ceoh  oy, 

A  mal  ese  esteit  pur  luy ; i  ">7 1 2 

t  Meintenawt  sek  est  ale, 
t  Si  ad  sire  Troil  conf orte  : ! 
t  "  Beau  frere,"  dist,  une  vws  esmae^, 
t  Car  la  manere  Deu  ben  saue^,  5716 

t  Ceus  qe  ilm  ad  plw5  chier  ame, 
t  En  ceste  siecle  ad  flaele ; 
t  Qe  la  maladie  vws  enueia, 
t  Qwant  luy  plest,  vusn  garira."  -V7:>0 

t  Ben  sout  ov  giseit  sun  quer," 

t  De  pres  li  come/ice  a  cunforte/-. 

^ 
t  U  Lors  dist,11  "  qetau  iur  donastes, 

t  A  mei  grant  merci  pe?-petraustes  ;  P  5724 
t  Cur  pur  la  feste  volai  duner 
t  A  chescuw  poure  vn  dener ; 

f  Ben  entendi  ke  del  mal. 

s  Kar  tele  maladie  vnkes  ne  aueit. 

h  coe  out  dit  &  seint  .1.  le. 

1  Mut  fu  pwr  ly  tn'stes  &  mari.        k  a  ly  s'en. 

1  mut  reconforte".         m  Cely  k'il. 

n  ben  VMS.         °  A.  omits  this  line. 

P-P      le  auer  ke  a  pouers  fu  done* 

A  moy,  vostre  merci  fu  apreste. 
-•/.  may  read,  qe  l'au[tre]. 
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But  y  my$t  nat  so  of  myne, 

But  y  hadde  borowed  at  f  e  of  f  yne ;    6988 

J)o  f  rytty  pounde,  God  haf  me  sente, 

An- 1  here  fey  are  now,  fy1  presente ; 

A n«l  asswyfe  fey  shul  be  payd, 

No  1,-nuM-r  shul  fey  be  delayd."  6992 

Ihr.n  .-ailed  hys  chaumberleyn, 
And    tolde   hem    to    Troyle,   be2   summe 

certeyn. 

Ann  u  M  cumforted  was  Troyle  so  weyl 
j)at  hys  sykenes  lie  forgate  eche  deyl,  6996 
And  so  smartly,  yn  t vine  so  lyte, 
|5at  fey  alli:  my$t  wele  wyte 
ftut  fe  feuer  fat  hym  so  shoke 

for  fe  monye3  fat  he  toke.  7000 

II    dyde  on  hys  clof ys  asty te, 
And  t.»  Sryiit  Ihoii  he  wrote  a  skryte; 
|3ys  skryt4  conteynef ,  as  hyt  seyf  fore, 
))e8e  same  wurdes,  lesse  ne  more  :        7004 
"God  fe  $elde,  my  lorde  Syre  Ihr.n. 
j)e  besauntes  fat  were  delte  echon, 
)put  y  lente  fe,  frytty  pounde,  7007 

Yn  hande  y  haue  hem  hole  and  sounde." 
And  Troyle  dyde  fe  skryt4  weyl  sele, 
And  syfen  ros  vp  yn  gode  hele ; 
And  went  hym  hoinu  wt't/t  seynt  Ihun  ; 

nyl  felte5  he  no  more  nofi.  7012 

Ihesu,  fat  sci;f  al  fyng, 
Shewed  to  Troyle  fys  tokenyng 
How  he  hadde  lore  a  rychii  holde, 
And  for  auaryce  he  hyt  soldo.  7016 

Troyle  tolde,  he  sagh  fys  sygfet 
f»»  fyret  slepe  of  fe 


by. 


monc. 


»ner. 

r  coe  me  cou-'inlr-'it  .1.-  vi/,  ;i|.n>ui|>tcr. 

[If.  45,  bk.].          d  ni 
•  d«iM  eit  ben  apa^.        '  saient  deliuer*. 

h  Ky  a  troil  lea  .xxx.  besanj  d'or  ad. 

ii  \Ni-i  vs.-  n 


t  Parfere  ne  peot  mun  depensir,* 

t  De  \us  me  couient  enpromter ; b       5728 

t  Trente  liures  m'ad  Deu  enueie$,c 

t  Qe  ci  en  present  ay  porte$.d 

leo  crei  qe  Deu  seit  l)ien  pa6e 

Qe  a  vus  sclent  les  besan;  dune." f    5732 
t  Sun  chamburlein  ad*  apele,  [if.  iw.bk 

A  ki  les  be.san^  ad  Troilh  bailie  : 

Mes  qw«nt  il  lur'  vecit 

Qe  sun  home  receu  aueit,  5736 

t  Tantost  est  recunfort<5, 
t  Sa  inaladie  ad  vblie,k 
t  E  ceo  si1  sodeinement, 
t  Qe  chescuw  pout  sauer  U'rreini"«tm  5740 
t  Qe  la  feure  qen  il  aueit, 

De  dolur  pur  veir  veneit.0 


t  De  sa  main  escrit  meintenant 
Vn  escrit  qe  cuntient  taut, 


t  "  A  mun  seignur,  duj  Deu. 

t  La  merite  des  besan}  dune$, 

t  Car  trente  liui-es  qe  ieo  dunai, 

t  En  paume  ia  receu ^  ay." 
Seirat  lohrtn  recust  eel  escrit, 

t  E  Troil  leuar  de  sun  lit ; 
Del  or8  esteit  taut  rr/uforte1 
Qe  seiwt  lohan  le  aurit  I'aillr.' 

t  Mes  Deu,  qe  conust  ohescun  qeor, 

t  A  Troil  par  sa  grace  uout  mustrer 

t  Cuw*  il  aueit"  g/-ant  •  hi. 

t  Car  par  auerice  le  auoit*  veiidn.       5756 
r,  ausi  mm  il  apr«s  cun 

t  A  sun  \v,  HUT  d»nnii  x  xinga 

>  le  or  troil  us.        k  E  de  «a  m.  eat  alegg^. 
1  est.'it  .si.         m  Sent  aiKirtemcnt 
n  ke  tuto  la  maladii*  k'il. 

la  dolnr  do  bvtfanz  donez,  eateit 
P  a.  seit  regradec. 
<l  ioe  r.  lea.         r  1.  i 
1  De  or  reacou.        l  I  ad  oue  ly  anx 
u  Cnm  il  out        »  Ke  par  aiuuioe  out. 
*  aon.il. 

Q 
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Hym  was  shewed  a  paleys, 

So  fayre  was  neuer  noun,  hyt  seys  ;     7020 

For  alle  hyt  was  of  betyn  golde,  § 

Alle  )>at  euer  stode  on  molde. 

Myjte  no  man  ay  me  ]>e  largenesse,1   | 

Ne  tunge  telle  )>e  feyrnesse.  7024 

Jjer-yn  was  so  noble  atyre, 

Shynyng  as  golde,  flttnmyng  as  fyre. 

Aboute2  )>e  $ate  wrytyn  was 

|3at  Troyle  behelde  a  long  space,3         7028 

And  ofte  he  redde  )>at  wrytyng, 

And  hadde  j>eryn  grete  lykyng  ; 

)?ys  was  fere  wryte, — as  seynt  Ihoii  telles, 

And  as  men  of  j>ys  story  spellys, —      7032 

"  Reste  and  hous  wzt/i-outyn  ende, 

)3e  bysshope  Troyle  shal  to  wende." 

J?us  Jjoght  Troyle  yn  hys  bedde, 
As  he  ofte  on  fe  lettyr4  redde.  7036 

)5an  wende  Troyle  sykyrly  weyl, 
)5e  kyng  hadde  $yue  hyt  hym5  eche  deyl ; 
]3arefore  syre  Troyle  was  ful  gladde 
]?at  he  swyche  a  paleys  hadde.  7040 

Vnne)>e  J>ewne  hys  y$e6  was  glent, 
ftat  one  fro  God  )>ydyr  was  sent, 

haste 

And  commauTzded  alle  yn  rape     [if.  47,  coi.  2] 
A-wey  fat  wrytyng  for  to  skrape.         7044 
Alle  )>at  spake  of  syre  Troyle 
was  skraped7  a-wey,  as  who  sey  oyle. 

Sone  aftyrward,  wit//-yn  a  lytyl, 
was  )>ere  wryte  anofer8  tytyl ;  7048 

}?ys  tytyl  )?at  was  latter  wryte, 
J)us  moche  hyt  ys  for  to  wyte, 
"  Rest,  and  hous,  and  wonyng, 
GrauTitcJ),  and  ^yuej),9  heuene  kyng,     7052 
To  Ihofi  ]?e  patryark  so  fre, 


1  largesse.         2  aboue. 
4  lettre.        5  hym  hyt. 


8  a  nou>er. 


3yfth. 


spas. 

ye.        7  shrapedc. 


t  Qe  vn  paleis  li  esteit  mustre, 

§  De  fin  ora  emere,  5760 

J  De  meruiluso  grandur 

E  de  tres  noble b  riche  atur ; 
f  Nul  home  fere  lec  sauereit, 
t  Ne  lange  nel  descriuereit.  5764 


f  IT  Desur  la  porte  uistd  escrit 


t  Qe  il  regarda  ode  g?-ant  delit, 
t  Car  le  title  tant  diseit, 

Qe  surf  la  porte  d'or  veeit,  57  6S 

t  "Le  repos  perdurable,  &  mansiun, 
t  Al  euesqe  ke&  Troil  ad  a  nun." 


Troyl  ceo  regarda,h 
t  Seurement  quida1 
t  Qe  1'empemr  li  ust  dune 
Le  paleis  dunt  tmwn  pa?ie. 


IT  Meintenantk  vn  ueneit 
t  Qe  li  rois  de  ciel  enveeit;' 
t  Le  title  comanda1  oster, 
t  E  I'escripture  changer."1 

t  Tan  tost  le  title  estn  oste  ; 


t  E  vn  tiel  est°  graue, 


[leaf  ir,i] 


5772 


5776 


5780 


a  or  tut.          b  E  tre  n.  &. 
c  nel[lf.  45,  bk.,col.  2]. 


t  "  Repos  &  mansium  pe?-petuel, 
f  Qe  li  rois  ad  grante  de  ciel 
t  A  lohan  le  pa^iiarc  nome, 

d  A  munt  la  porte  vit.         e  K'il  esgarda  one. 

1  sus.        8  A.  omits  *ke.' 

h  eel  title  esgardait. 

1  ben  quideit.         k  Mes  n\.         l  comande  a. 

m  del  tut  c.         n  Le  title  t.  esteit. 

0  vn  tele  est  tant-tost. 


The  Tale  of  Bp.  Troilus.     Lords,  give  Alms  freely  !    You  give  them  to  God.     'I'll 

Avit//-outyn  emit'  yn  ioye  to  be, 

For  frytty  pounde  fat  he  boghte,  t  Pur  trente  liures  d'or  achate."  5784 

Ami  to  alnirs  dede  hem  brogfite."        7056 

And  Troyl;:  waki-d  sone  anone,  t  U  Meintenant  Troil  esueilla, 

Ami  to!de  h\  s  dreme  to  seynt  Ihon,1  t  E  a  sun  seignur  lohan  lea  cunta 

y  dt-vl  how  lie  hadde  sen,  t  Qe  il  par  sunge  veu  aueit : 

Ami  was  ordrym-d  to  haue2  ben.          7060 
••  Jjarfore,"  he  seyde,  "  fro  henne  forward 

tl  y  ueuer  be  to  pore  man  hard ;  Tus  iurs  apres,  aluioine  ameit,  5788 

\  re  ys  dy^te  to  hem  to  lyue,  Qe  mansiuns  aturne  enb  ciel 

J3ut  lik-ly  wyl  to  pore  men  ^yue."          7064    t  A  ceus  <\e  suwtc  en  vie  mortel. 
15ut  akatu  Troyle  ]?at  tyme  had  tynte 
))e  fyrst  paleys  ))at  God  hadde  hyrn  mynte. 
3e  lordynges  j>at  haue  y-now, 

iaU:  haue  y  tolde  for  30 w,  7068   J  fl  De  TroiJ,  bone  gent,  vus  souigne,d 

)5at  $e  ne  repente  ^ow  of  larges  t  E  tmtes  ne  seie$,  qei  qe  auigne,6      5792 

}}at  30  ^yue  to  ^oure  almes ;  t  Qwant  large  aluioine  VM«f  aue^  done, 

And  fenkej)  on  J>e  bysshope  Troyle  }  Car  en  ciel  VMS  eit  restore. 

)3at  for  large  alines  made  grete  doyle,  7072 
;    ne  lese  nat  )>at  paleys 

1  oi-.l.-ynef  to  alle  curteys ; 
F<>i  who  so  3yuej>3  curteysly, 
Hyt  fordone  )?e  synne  of  glotonye.        7076 

icte,  glotonye  wyl  bygynne ; 
s  \> r<>f  fordone  |?at  synne. 
Aim.  s  t'onlo)?  alk-  wykkednes,  7079 

jut-iuliy^  synne,  and  maky)>  hyt  les. 
Aluji-s  S'-IIK-J)  hyt  cumj)  of  loue      [ie*f47,Uck] 

uest4  to  man  for  God  aboue, 
0)>er  for  hym  fat  foil  ^yuest  fore, 
<  >r  liym  fat  fou  ^yuest4  hyt  lore.         7084 

-.  ost  weyl,  ys  a  ^yfte ; 
{••  ;yuynx,  man  ys  vplyfte. 
us  gladly,  for  God,  fyu  almca  here  ; 
;yue  fou  hyt  on  all.-  mam-re,        7088 
And  f.ii  hyg  loue,  to  hys  ni«- 
ni  \\ylt  loued  be. 

1  Johonc.        3  ha.        *  jyfth.        «  jyfst.  c  ky  aumones  font        d  •ouengnex. 

—        •  E  de  auinone  ne  viw  repentex. 
»  le  A,  om.  B.        *  M  atarnent  en  If.  *  Kuant  auinone. 


228  Alms  win  you  two  Loves,  the  World's  and  God's.    Chanty  is  the  Longing  of  Love. 

So  wyl  jyftys  loue  tylle, 

And  gadyr  many  one  to  gode  wylle.    7092 

For  jyftys,  twey  loues  mayst  pou  haue, 
And  bope  be1  tymes  mow  pe  saue. 
J3e  fyrst  ys,  $yf  pou  $yue  py  pynges 
To  haue  loue  of  lordynges  :  7096 

For  ]>y  ^yfte  pou  mayst  bo  herde, 
And  saue  py  gode  yn  pe  werlde ; 
But  fat  love  lastep  lytyl  vvhyle, 
And  a$ens  God  hyt  wyl  pe  fyle.  7100 

J)e  tope?'  loue  is  nogfrt  for  pys ; 
Hyt  askep  nogfit  but  heuene  blys  ; 
And  pat  loue  ys,  eucry  deyl, 
loue  of  God  and  pore  man  weyl.  7104 

what  ys  loue  vnto  men  pore  1 
Almes  to  hem  ys  recouere ; 
Almes  dede  of  loue  ys  wey, 
Noper  mysdo,  nofer2  myssey ;  7108 

Jpan  wyl  God  almyglity  loue  J>e ; 
)3y  loue  ys  pan  \\ith  charyte. 

Charyte  ys,  pe  certeyn  to  lere, 
loue  of  jjyn  euyncrysten  dere.  7112 

So  sone  \>erto,  noght  wyl  fe  lede, 
Ne  so  moche,  as  wyl  almes  dede. 
Charyte  ys,  J>e  longyng  of  loue, 
As  y  haue  tolde  30 w  here  aboue  ;          7116 
For  alle  pat  euer  )>ou  mayst  do, — 
But  loue  yn  charyte  be  )>erto — 
Alle  pat  euer  hast  pou  wrogfit,  [if.  47,  bk.,  coi.  2] 
Stant  pe  elles  al  at  nogfct.  7120 

Se  now  what  seynt  Poule  seys 
Yn  a  pystyl,  pe  same  weys, — 
"  )3ogfi  y  speke  as  weyl  with  tung3 
As  any  man  or  auwgel  hap  song,4          7124 
And  y  lyue  nat  with  charyte, 
No  pyng  auaylep  hyt  to  me. 
For  y  do  pan  ry$t  as  pe  bras, 
And  as  pe  tympan,  pat  bete  was ;         7128 

1  by.         2  hem  no.         3  tounge 
4  sounge. 


Hear  Saint  Paul's  high  Praises  of  Charily  ! 


229 


i  as,  to  oj>er,  ^yuej)1  grete  sown, 
And  bet  liyin  self  vp  and  down. 
A  iul  )>ogh  y  speke  al  yn  prephecye,2 
And  ham-  f>e  ku//nyng  of  euery  maystrye, 

w/t/t  gode  beleue  myght  seye       7133 
J3«-  by  lies  to  turne  yn-to  )>e  valey, 

;yt  nr  be  w/t/<  chary  te  wrogfct, 
KlK:s,  he  seyj)  )>at  y  am  noght.  7136 

)X>gfc  y  $yue  alle  my  wurldes  gode 
Vnto  pore  mennys  1 
And  $yue  my  body  for  to  brenne 

tecbe 

•ily  oj>er  men  to  kenne,  7140 

:vf  far  be  chary  te  vfitfi  alle, 
MY  ii,.  d«-  parfore  shal  be  ful  smalle." 
loke  now  how  many  godenesse3  per  are, 
iit«;  chary  te  noght  but  bare.         7144 
wylt  \"\\  know4  )>y  self,  and  se 
bou  wone  yn  chary  te  ? 
uiryte  sutlrej)  lx>J)e  gode  and  yl, 
i  cljarytc  ys  of  reuful  wyl,  7148 

(.'haryte  ha))  nouw  enuye, 
And  cliaryte  wyl  no  fehmnye  ; 

wrajjful 

te  ys  nat  Irus, 
And  chary  te  ys  nat  coueytous  ;  7152 

te  wyl  no  bostful  preysyng; 
he  wyl  noght  but  ry^twys  ]>  \ 
Charyte  lone))  no  fantome, 
No  Jjynges  |>at  euyl  may  of  come  ;        7156 
II-  h.ij»  no  ioye  of  wyk  koines,       [ie»f48] 
loue))  alle  )?at  sothfast  ee  : 
^odenes  he  vp  here))  ; 
io  suffre)),  and  noura  he  dere)>  ;     7160 
Gode  hope  he  ha)>  yn  ryghtwys  \>\ 
ill«-  he  susteynep  to  fe  «-nd\ 
Charyte  ne  faylef  noglit, 

-  liyin  yi  7164 

ill-  j'/"j)hecyes  arc  alle  gone,5 


[1  Cor.  xiii.  4  a.  Charity  suffereth  long, 

4  b.  and  is  kind ; 

c.  charity  envieth  not, 

v.  5  d.  thinketh  no  evil ; 

5  c.  is  not  easily  provoked, 
5  b.  seeketh  not  her  own ; 

v.  4  d.  charity  vaunteth  not  itself,  is  not  puffed  np ; 

v.  5  a.  doth  not  behave  itself  unseemly ; 


v.  6  a.  rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity, 

6  b.  but  rejoiceth  in  the  truth  ; 

v.  7  a.  beareth  all  things; 

6.  believeth  ,,     ,, 


rf.  endareth  ,, 


••. 
\v  knowe.         • 


godeneiMt. 


agone. 


230  If  we  have  Charity,  we  shall  give  to  the  Poor.    Eat  and  drink  with  Moderation. 


And  alle  hinges  are  leyde  echone, 

And  alle  craftys  fordo  shul  be, 

fean1  laste)>  stedfast  charyte."  7168 

Jjus  seyj)  seynt  Poule,  and  moche  more, 
Yn  hye  pystyl  of  hys  lore. 
Seynt  charyte  ys2  gode  and  hende, 
lastyng  with  God  wtt//-outyn  ende.      7172 

Gode  hyt  were  to  loue  hyt  weyl, 
And  folowe  hyt  with  oure  dede  su??ideyl. 
3yf  we  j>ys  charyte  wyl  haue, 
$yue  we  J>e  pore  whan  J)ey  vs  craue  ;    7176 
3yue  we  hem,  as  hyt  ys  oure  my$t, 
w^-oute  myssaw  or  any  fy^t  ; 
Jpan  ys  hyt  curteys  almes  dede  ; 
)3ank  of  God  )>an  ys  oure  mede,  7180 

And  shal  stonde  ful  stalwurjjly 
A^ens  J>e  synne  of  glotonye, 
As  y  haue  tolde  $ow  here  by  fore,          7183 
And  furjjer  shal  y  telle  $ow3  now  more.  § 

At  J>e  begynnyng  y  spake  of  J>ys, 
Ete  ne  drynk  but  J>at  nede  ys. 
who  so  do))  hyt  oute  of  mesure, 
Hele  of  body  may  nat  dure,  7188 

And  to  hys  soule,  hyt  ys  dedly  sywne, 
J3at  custu??imable  ys  J>er-ynne  ; 
And  penauTice  harde  jjarfore  shal  go, 
But  we  kepe  vs  weyl  Jjerfro.  7192 

Loke  yn  Jjys  sawe  what  Catourc  seys, 
)3at  ys  wyys  and  ry^t  curteys, 
"  3yf  J?ou  yn  hele  wylt  dure,     [leaf  48,  coi.  2] 
Ete  and  drynk  of  swych  mesure  7196 

j)at  Jjy  strenkjje  be  nat  J?e  lesse  ; 

For,  drynkyng  oute  of  skylle, 

fey  body  bryng  hyt  wylle 
To  sorowe  and  to  sykenesse."  7200 


[on  leaf  151,  cot.  1] 

1T  A  glotonie  deuww  returner, 

E  la  ou  lessames  comewcer ;  5796 

§  Car  p\us  vus  mettrai*  de  eel  peche, 

Sicum  en  escrit  aib  troue. 

U  De  trop  prendre,  se  deit  garderc 
t  Chescun,  cwn  nusd  deimes  premer.  5800 
f  Ki  plus  p?*ent  qe  luy  n'este  mester, 


)5en. 


ys  bo>e. 


omitted. 


a  Kar  vn  poi  m.  plus  [leaf  46],         b  le  ai. 
c  chescun  g.         d  Si  c.  n.  vus. 
e  k'il  ne  ad.         '  Ardantment  b.  ou. 
K  Kar.         h  (junt  auant.         i  sicum. 


t  Sun  cors  couendra  dammager ; 
f  E  Falme  pe?'dra  chescuTi  home 
f  Qe  surfet  fra  par  custume. 
11  Vtre  mesure  beiure  &f  manger, 
A  Glotonie  apent,  ne  deue^  doter : 
Qe»  ceo  est  le  peche  &  la  fblur, 
En  mangant  le  delit  e  1'ardur. 
Le  riche,  cum  ieo  la  sush  cuntai, 
Tiels  esteit,  cum1  ieo  creai. 


5804 


5808 


col.  I] 


Meint  homk  c*t  si  meruillus 

De  aturner  sun  manger,  &1  dan^M-us  ;  "' 

k  horn  A,  om.  B.         l  E  de  sun  m.  si. 
™  B.  adds: 

Ke  nul  ne  ly  poet  smiir  a  gr6 
Tant  uoudreit  k'il  fust  ben  atire" ; 
and  lines  5814-15  are  omitted.     The  correspond- 
ing English  lines  are  7245-58. 


'(Is  of  Gluttony.     Eat  only  tioice  a  Day,  tho  Children  may  eat  thrice.     2: 

And  ouj>er  spyces  ha)>  glotony.-  : 

To  ete  J>y  mete  ouer  brennynglye  Q*  tiel*  e*f  notablement,  5813 

An.1  lustl v,  whan  J>ou  hyt  getyst,  Sachej  qe  il  peche  malement. 

__..  Le  qeu  lesse  couemr, 

And  takest  noun  hede  what  )>ou  etyst.  7204  ^  le  £w  ft  gun  plcjsir 

AnoJ*r  spyce  ys  noght  to  }  *  ^  Cesb  guwt  certeg  ft  blamep 

As  a  beste  to  ete  al  Qe  iro[y  gouent  uei]lewt  ]o  im., 

An  1  k.-j.yst  noni:1  certcyn  tynu-, 
J)e  settyng  at  none  or  pry  me,  7208 

r  ouj>er  tyme  )>at  fallyj)'2  to  man, 
IJiit  as  a  beste  )>at  no  resim  kan. 
Me  jjenke))  weyl  hyt  ys  resuw 
To  calle  swych  a  man  *  glotou//.'  7212 

Twyvs  nn  ^«-  .lay  y<  sustyna  t  Dou^  fei^  mange/*  serreit  a--  •; 

To  man  )>at  liaj)  gode  cheuysaunce.  t  A  home  qe  amast  sobret- 

)3e  cheuysauwce,  woste  J»ou  how, 
To  man  J?at  haj)  mete  ynow,  7216 

|)og6  In-  \H>  man  «»f  traiiaylc, 
Hyt  were  y-now  w/t/t-outi*  fayle. 

But  J>o  men  J>at  haue  no  swynk, 
J)at  delyte  hem  yn  mete  or3  drynk,      7220 
);••  ipostyl4  P«>ul«;  sp».-kj)  of  fo, 
And  tlampnejj  many  one  to  wo. 
He  sey)>  "  woo  to  J>o  Jjat  erly  ^erne, 
}3at  L,r>»  and  hau//tJ:  )>e  tauerne,  7224 

\n  wyne  or  ale  to  haue  lykyng ; 

ln.-s  li.'in  f..l.,\vy|j  at  )>••  riidyng. 
Of  swych,  liere  wombi:s  ar-  liere  Cryst;5 

li-ni  loue,  Jmt  ys  hero  tryst,"     7228 
Alle  j>ys  he  menej)  sykyrly 

:aan  J>at  louej)6  moche  glotonye. 

vMryn,  J«i.y  ni"w  \\  t  E  treis  f.-i^  inin;-/-  p.*.. t  l.i.-i.  ' 

day,  etc  )>re  in. •!••  : 

For  mini  «»f  li.-in  w.-x  ful  tyte,    [iwfw.bafk] 

))arefor  ys  more,  here  appetyte  ;  t  Car  il  ad  a-petit  pl//<»e  grant. 

And  jyt  l»fli«nif|)  tyiiit-  !•••  jj.r 
Or  uii-ii  mew.-  wyf  li'-ni  mysdo ;  7236 

fm.s  seyj)  )>e  old.    man 
prouerbe7  J) at  li.- 

8  fal)>.        '  ami.        «  apoetole.  teas.        »>  Teas.        «  s.  uolont. 

7  forhysyu.  d  poet  1'.        •  souent  in 


•2S'2  Hoiv  'i-ich  Men  scold  their  Cooks.    The  Evil  of  Late  Suppers  by  Masters  &  Men. 

"  $yue  j>y  chylde  when  lie1  wyl  kraut', 

And  by  whelpe  whyl  hyt  wyl  haue,     7240 

)3;in  inayst  bou  make  yn  a  stounde 

A  fouK:  chylde  and  a  feyre  hounde." 

So  mayst  bou  be  enchesou;* 

To  make  by  chylde  a  glotouw.  7244 

A-nouber  vyce  ys  $yt  to  grauwte, 
)jat  rychc  men  mochyl  hamate, 
Jjat  many  one  are  so  daungerous,2 
And  oute  of  mesure  esqnaymous,          7248 
)?at  liys  koki;  may  no  day 
Greybe  hym  hys  mete  to  pay. 
)3at  me  benkeb  a  feble  manere  ; 
A  vylanye  hyt  ys  to  here  ;  7252 

For  eue?y  coke  wulde,  at  hys  my^t, 
hys  lordes  mete  were  wel  dy^t : 

wheber  hyt  be  lorde  or  lady,  51  Sache}  ausi  qe  il  mesfiwt  5823 

Me  benkeb  hyt  ys  a  spyce  of  glotonye.  7256       Qe  tauernes  hante?zt,  qe  defendu^  su?it. 
hyt  seme)?,  were  hyt  at  )>y  wyl,  Meinta  mal  auendra 

Quer  mesure  J)ou  wuldest  ]?e  fyl.  A  ceoli  qe  les  trop  hantera. 

Here  sopers  yn  pryuyte,  t  ^  Les  rere  supers  en  pn'uite 

w/t/<  glotonye,  echone  )?ey  be;  7260 

And  J>yr  ys  moche  waste  ynne, 
And  gadryng  of  ouj?er  synne. 
ftefte  belioue))  ]?e  su??idele  J)ore, 

And  glotonye  algate  more;  7264    §  Qwant  lur  scignurs  surit  cuche,          5828 

And  leccherye  ys  quene  or  kyng ;  Fere  ne  deiue?it  lib  leal  sergant 

For  hym  ys  all  J>at  gaderyng.  Qwant  mange  vnt  asse^  deuant ; c 

3yt  are  \>er  ouj?e?*  rere  sopers,  7267       En  wast  despendre,  n'est  mie  sen  ;d 

vfiih  men  ))at  serue  kny^tys  and  squyers  ;          Seriant6  nel  fet  bonf  creistien.  5832 

For  al  j?e  day  pan  wyl  J>ey  be  lesqes  al  cuchier  lur»  seignur 

Before  here  maysters  yn  soberte ;  t  Sobres  suwt,  ceo  veu??i,h  plusur ; 

But   wlian   here   maysters    are   brogftt   to   t  Mes  quant  lur  seignur  est  cuche, 

bedde,  [leaf  48,  col.  2,  back]  § 

fcan  wyl  )>ey  fonde  pat  J?ey  be  fedde,  *  7272   *  Dune  se  iuenwt1  de  gree.  5836 

And  sytte  vp  pare  wyp  recolage3 

1  hyt.        2  Compare  the  French  lines  5811-16.        c  asez  ad  m.  avant. 

3  rycolage.  d  resun  ne  sen  gast  d.  n'est.         e  Sergant. 

ki  est  bon.         «  leske  al  cocher  sun. 


a  Meinte  fiez.         b  deit  nul.  h  Sobre  poet  trouer.         i  s'en  iuenmt  tut. 


Against  bit-  Feasting  on  Thursday  Nights,  and  early  Dinners  on  Sundays.    i'.S:> 

And  $yt  do  moche  more  outrage ; 
To  fe  mydnyght  ys  but  a  fr<^\  . 
But  hyt  be,  tyl  fe  cok  krowe.  §  7276  Cheseun  deit  sobre  cucber, 

men  are  clumbS  on  a  grece  *  $e  de  Glotonie  *e  ^JP  f^1 

Dunqes  purra  \nus  matin  leuer, 
To  glotonye  wit//  fat  spece.  J  E  meu^  ft  ^  auer  g|m  qeor  5840 

.  fallr  mi-ii  yn  plyglit,  f  U  Mtdt  deiuent  a*  dreit  estre  blarney 

feat  sytte  vp1  ft-  Jj-.n-sday  at  nygfct.       7280   f  Qe  nut  de  Vendredib  unt  char  mange$, 
And  ouerlong  ete  flesshe  and  drunke  §  Apres  qe  coksc  unt  chante 

i  fat  mydnygfit  ys  riinge,  t  E  la  mie  uut  est  passed  5844 

she  or  flesshe2  fat  suflref  dede,*  Aucuus  iesqe  al  iurd  cl»  r 

feat   shulde  on  fe  Fryday  faste  watyr  &       Tielee  unit  seent  a  lur  super. 

hr.Mle;  7284 

S  \\ycli  etyng  fey  shul  sore  al>eye,  t  Allaj !  cuwi  il  se  repentiru/tt     [if.  isi.bk.] 

But  fey  amende  hem  are  fey  deye.  De  tiel  ser  qwant  il  murru/tt.  5848 

fee  Fryday  nygfit  ys, — fys  shalt  f  ou  leue,—       U  Glotonie  e#t  ord,f  sachej  de  fi, 
Aftyr  fe  Jjursday  at  cue  ;  7288   *  Char  manger  par  vendredi ; 

)3e  nyght  cumf  by  fore  fe  day,  Ceo  fun*  ceus  du/tt  auuwi  parle, 

)pat  ys  now  of  fe  newJ:  lay.  leo  le  \us  di  en  verit*-.*  5852 

As  y  haue  tolde  of  rere  sopers, 
J)e  same  fallef  of  erly  dyners;  7292 

I>yinT8  are  outc  of  skyl  an<l  n-su// 
<  Mi  f'   Su/'day,  or  hye3  messe  be  doim. 
);  Ji  fou  haue  haste,  here  $yt  a  messe, 
Al  h-»ly,  and  no  lesse,  7296 

nat  symph',4  a  sakare, 
F.T  hyt  ys  nat  y-now5  for  fe, 
lint  h  .  lordys  p<»\'. 

ylgrymage  fat  haf  no  pere.  7300 

Are  foil  ogfit  ete,  fys  ys  my  rede, 

li"ly  watyr  and  li<>ly  hn-d«!  ; 
For  yn  auenture  kns,  liyt  may  fe  sane, 
'        -usel  ne  si.  i  mayd  h..ur.  7304 

A  lie  ofer  tymes  ys  glotonye, 
But  hyt  be  grete  enclx  >u//  why. 
On  of-  /•  hy-Ii  dayys,6  ^yf  fat  f«.u  may, — 
JX>glS  (  «  nat  Sunday,—  7308 

f  v  inesse  ar  fou  dyne ;          r>«f «] 


J>at  sytte  vp  on  >e  purwlay  iiy^  *  Ben  d,  par.        b  par  nuit  de  ludi. 

3  Or  whyte  or  fynslie.  c  A.  coo  ke  kokon.         d  le  iur  aeit. 

4  symply.        •  ynogh.        •  days.  «  Par  tele.        '  Ord  g.  e. 

*  Al  oil  poet  ben  outre  proue*. 


Eat  'nothing  before  Mass.    TJie  1th  Deadly  Sin,  Lechery,  which  damns  '2  Folk. 

3yf  )>ou  do  nat,  ellys  ys  hyt  pyne. 

lordes  fat  haue  prestes  at  wyl, 
Me  )>enketh  fey  trespas  ful  yl,  7312 

J3at  any  day  ete,  are1  J>ey  here  messe, 
But  jyf 2  hyt  be  Jmr^li  harder  dystresse. 

)>e8  men  fat  are  of  holy  cherche, 
J)ey  wete  weyl  how  fey  shul  werche ;  7316 
But  swych  y  telle  hardyly, 
jjat  swych  a  preste  douf  4  glotonye, 
Jjat5  leuyf  hys  messe  on  fe  auter6 
For  to  go  to  a  dyner.  7320 

So  ne  shuld  he  do,  for  no  fyng, 
For  loue  ne  awe  of  no  lordyng, 
lint  jyf  hyt  were  for  a  grete  nede 
jpat  shuld  hym  falle,  or  a  grete  drede.  7324 

Now  haue  we  tolde  yn  lytyl  space  [OB  I9afm  back'  C°L  1J 

,  De  glotome  plus  ne  dirnm :  5853 

now  pat  glotonye  cumf  yn  place 

On  many  maner  dyuers  wyse, 

And  how  we  shul  knowe  alle  fyse.       7328 

3yf  any  se))  hym  so  coupable 
))at  yn  fys  ys  custu??imable, 
leue  hem,  and  do  no  more, 
And  aske  penau?«ce  farefore,  7332 

And  God  ys  curteys,  and  will  wele 
For^yue  ]?e  Jjy  trespas  euery  dele. 

God  graimte  vs,  for  hys  swete  mercy,  f  Deu  nws  ena  defende,  &  chescww  horn. 

To  kepe  vs  alle  fro  glotonye  !  7336 

|f£  Mtmt  paltf  mortcl  ke  wi  bit 

[Of  Lecher  y.']  lcaI)Crit\b 

"m  "yow  shul  we  speke  of  leccherye,  t  Qre  deuum  dire  de  lecherie, 

V     )3at  folowe))  fe  synne  of  glotonye  ;  Qe  tant  est  plein  de  vileinie, 

1   1     Hyt  ys  J)e  laste  of7  seuene, 
And,  fyrjjest  hyt  ys  fro  heuene.  7340 

wharefore  fan  hyt  ys8  so?  Deu  le  dustre,  par0  sa  pite, 

For  hyt  dampnej?  euer  two.  Car  meiwt  alme  ad  da??zpn^. 

)3ou  mayst  synne  ))y  self  yn  wyl, 

1  ar.         2  Myf  omitted.         3  J^ese.  a  en  B,  om.  A.         b  m.  est  leclierie. 

4  do>.         °  pat  0,  f>e  H.  c  la  destruie  pwr. 

8  Written  'autere'  first,  and  then  the  final  e 
dotted  out.        7  of  )>e.         8  ys  hyt. 


The  Seven  Sorts  of  Lechery:    1.  Fornication,  2.  Adultery,  3.  Incest.      '2: 


I  Jut  \\ith  ano)>er  J>ou  shalt  fully  1.          ?:'•  1  1 

Forso)>e  )>ey  are1  to  folehardy 

£at  liaunte  )>e  syrcne  of  lecchery ; 

F<>r  why,  to  do  alle  oilier  synnes,  [ir.  49.  col.  t] 

))e  lyglitlyer  J?e  fende  hem  Wynnes.      7348 

On  seuene  maners  shal  y  she  we 
How  lecherye  J>an  ys  a  shrew. . 

)5e  fyrst  ys  *  fornycacyon,' 
whan  two  vnweddyd  liaue  mysdofi,  *  7352 

wenche. 

As  sengle  knaue  and  sengle  tarne,2 

whan  jvy  sv/<n«»  to-p'dyr  ^erne ; 

J)e  leste  liyt  ys  of  alle  seuene, 

}yt  liyt  fWl.anvf  }><•  l.lys  of  heuene.     7356 

)3e  tourer  ys  'a  won  try,' 
wlian  wcddyd  and  wi-ddyd  to-gedyr  lye,    J 
As  weddyd  man  take))  anoj>ers  wyfe, 
J}at  ys  \>e  more  syiit'ul  lyfe.  §  7360 

3yf  wt-ddyd  man.  sengle  woman  take)),  || 
Foreojjc  spousebreche  )>ere  he  makyj?. 
^yf  weddyil  wyf<-  tak«-  x-n^lr  man, 
Alle  spousebreche  tel  y  liyt  fan  ;          7364 

^•y  hail*-  lT"k«-  w /!//-« mto  fayli- 
)>e  chaste  bonde  of  spousayle. 

)3e  )jryd«le  sy/ni«:  ys  \>e  werst,  § 
))e  clerk[es]  callef  liyt  'yncest,'  7368 

wlian  men3  tab-  kyu  yn  t'«-la\vi. 
And  \vyf  h.-ni  -Icf  "•  tlrsslii-'ly  dede  J. 

r[e]  syb  she  ys  hys6  kynd»-. 
)>e  moiv  j.ly^t  shal  he  J>ere  fyn.lr.          7372 
Or  $yf  he  w/t//  a  woman  syiine, 
))at  sum  of  hys  kyn  ln|?  i-ndyd  ynm«, 
feat  ys  to  sey,  haj>  !<•>•  here  by, 

1  are  0,  art  H.     (In  H.  4)wy'  ia  alt.  i  i 
4  Jx>"  2  thame,  glossed  'a  w«  i 

If.         "  d- 
•  hy* 


t  Ces  especes*  cuntorai  : 

Grant  peche  e*t,  cree^  moy.  5860 

t  ^1  Le  premer  est  fornicaciun, 
t  Ceo  est  a  dire,  quant b  simples  horn 

t  CE  fe??ime  hors  d'espusage 

t  Se  assemblent  par  fol  corage.0  5864 


t  f  L'autred  ex/  adidtvnun, 

Qe  plus  foremen  t  csclnn.-  »h'iium,d 
||  Ceo  est,  qee  liom  drbrnsL*  t-six>saille  ; 
§  Qe  pl««  grantf  p«  mj*  faille  5868 

I  Qr^ant  de  ambe  |v/rs  sn?/t  lie^h 

Home  &  lV;//nn»  marie^  ;h 

Si  de  ambe  part  vnt  depM 

Le  fort  lien  d  h  brusez,          5872 

§  DWJC  est  treblo  Ir 

Sauer  le  deue^  pur111  v 

Ceo  est  a  dire,  i^/'/nt  home  espusn 

Autru  fe??im«  .  cu?»  sen  auums.0 

t  H  Trop  fet  grant  peche,  le  bricun,     5877 
t  Qwant  od  s.i  j.an-nt.-  vri>t  nnl  h 


•-«        Or  vne  nent  mari^ 

•"lur  «e  estaneti; 
d-<l    ad  a  nun  anontorio.  (If.  40,  l.k.1 


+  !•'.  taut  cuw  pi//.*  procheine  luy  est, 
t  De  taut  <•>•/  plwx  pvint  sun''  nu-sfet.  5880 
§  ^C  (1he  exf  plus  grant 

Qe  ne  e*f  mil  des  d.-us  auant.'« 

«  ktt'Mit.        f  i  .        •  A.  sa). 

*»-h       mai       i          a  &  la 

fiMiniu'  k«>  fiint  coe  pechez. 

treapaxaez. 

.  «!«•  eapoaaile;  .-I.  omits  'hnices.* 
i  1, .         »'  .!,«.         n-n  ^.  on,iu  theae  two 
0  Coe  o*  .i.  peche  deanaturel  &  fflun. 
P  greindre  le. 

«1-<|        Cast  pcch^  ««<  greindre  de  a»ae) 
••  soot  lea  .ii.  avant  nomej. 


236   7  Sorts  of  Lechery :  4.  of  Religious  Folk,  5.  Rape  of  Virgins,  6.  of  others'  Wives. 


£e  more  ply$t  ys  fat  lecchery  ;  7376 

))us  hyt  soyf  yn  fe  decre, 

He  callef  hyt  an  *  affynyte'; 

Affynyte  hyt  make]?  alle  an  endo, 

hys  blode  farto  no  more  may  wnde.   7380 

J5e  fourj>e  synne  ys  more  perylous, 
\v/t/<  man  and  womman  rclygyus  ;  * 
}yf  fey  haue  made  p/'ofessyoim 
Bofe  vn-to  relygyouM,  f         7384 

Moche  ys  to  charge  fat  folye  4.     [leaf  49,  back] 
}yf  fey  to-gedyr  do  lecclierye.  § 
Relygyous  man  also  ys1  to  blame, 
J)at  yn  f  e  wurlde  take))  a  foule  fame,  7388 
For  he  may  kepe  hym  weyl  ferfro, 
Alone2  far  hym  neuer  go. 

])z  fyffe  ys  moche  for  to  drede,  °     7391 
To  rauysh3  a  womman  here  maydenhede,  || 
J)at  ys  to  say,  a-^ens  here  wylle, 
But  $yf  she  graurate  weyl  f  ar-tylle  ; 
And,  fogh  she4  to  hym  consente, 
lie  ys  holde  to  here  auaiwsement  ;        7396 
For  ?yf  she  $yue  here  to  folye, 
She  kan  nat  leue  tyl  she  deye  ; 
And  he  fat  broght  here  to  fat  bysmere,  J 
For  here  foly  he  shal  answere.  *          7400 

)5e  syxte  reysef  grete  stryfe, 
To  rauys  anouf  er  mamiys  wyfe  ;  § 
For  a^ens  God  hyt  ys  euyl  dede, 
And  to  fe  worlde  also  mochyl  drede.   7404 
3yf  hyt  be  a^ens  here  wyl,  || 
\)e  more  he  douf  hym  seltien  yl.   J 
A  clerk,  3yf  [fat]  he  ordred  be, 
hys  syraie  ys  more  fan  oiifer  fre  °       7408 
For  he  douf  fat  he  shulde  forbede, 
And  chastyse  oufer  of  swyche  dede, 

1  ys  also.         2  A  Hone.         3  rauys. 
4  she  0,  he  H.     (A.S.  heo,  she). 


a  mie  bon.         b  cest.         c  en. 
d  Digne  fusent  pendre  pa/-  .ii. 
e—  e  B.  omits  these  two  lines. 


U  Vn  autre  peche"  vtis  voil  cunter,     coi.  g.f 
Qe  ne  fet  miea  a  vblicr,  5884 

Ceo  sr/Tcit  gyv/nt  mcsprisiim 
Si  home  on  fe?»me  de  religiun 
De  fai  forfet,  cum  lecheral, 
Mult  serreit  suwb  peche  criminal ;     5888 
Si  dec  religiun  fusse?it  de  ambe  pa?'t, 
Pendu;  dll886ftt  estre  de  vn  hard  ;l1 
Ceo  est  le  quart  peche  de  lecherie ; e 
Fere  nel  deue$  en  vo/re  vie.6  5892 

11  Tolir  fe?ttine  sa  virginit6 

Ne  dene},  pur  pour  de  Dee. 

Meinte  est  par  tant  descunsille, 

Fole  deuint,  &f  est  dampne.  5896 

Ceoluy  pur  1'aline*  respundera 

Qe  p?*2.'mes  la  despucela ; 

Si  mors  est  san^  repentance, 

Perdu^  e^  sanj  dotance.  5900 

Ceo  est  dune  le  quint  peche, 

Tolir  a  femme  sa  virginite. 

11  Rap  est  uusi  g?-«nth  outrage, 

Ki  ceo  fet,  n'est  mie1  sage.  5904 

Car  espuser  lak  couendra 

Cele  qe  a  force1  despucela ; 

Car  ceo  es£  rap  apele,m 

Qe  fe??mie  a  force  ad  despucele.m       5908; 

1i  !•>  ki  autru  fe??ime  force  fet, 

Assc'3  est  g/f«nt  sun  mesfet ; 

Mes  ceo  auient  relement," 

Car  home  treoue  tost0  ccwsentement. 

H  Ki  femme  rauist  sanj  sun  gr(5e,      5913- 

Honi  purra  estre,  si  il  seit  troue. 

H  Tant  cu?yi  es£  plus  haut  ordem', 

Plus  grant  es£p  chescun  peche.          5916 

H  A  prestre  ne  dust(i  cunsentir 

f  E  f.  deucut  si.         e  s'alme. 

h  vncore  greindre  [If.  46,  bk. ,  col.  2]. 

1  ne  est  bon  ne.         k  esj>oser  cele  ly. 

I  Ke  maugre  soen.      m  B.  omits  these  two  lines. 

II  n-rcment.          °  trop  t«-t. 

P  Del  tant  est  greinur.         (i  deiieroit. 


Lords  ravish  Girls  &  other  Men's  Wives.  Lyingwith  Com  m  on  Woinenis  great  Si 


And  )>arto  mochyl  more  kan 

Jjail  a-n<>JV'/'  IrWfd    mail.  741*2 

J)ou  lewed  man,  knowest  also 

what  ys  to  lete,  what  ys  to  do  ; 

pnu  knowyst  as  weyl,  euery  poynt, 

As  fe  prest  fat  ys  a-noynt,  7416 

And  wost  what  peryl  ys  ferynue  ; 

J3i>u  mayst  no$t  sey,  to  fende  J)y  synne. 

Also  do  fese  lordynges, 
Jjey1  trespas  moche  yn  twey  J)yngcs  ;   7420 
J3i-y  raiiys  a  maydi-n  a^Mis  here  wyl, 
And  mt'iinys  wyuys  fey  lede2  awey  fertyl;8 
Agrett-  vylanye  farto4  he  dons  [if.*9,bk.,coi.2] 

lv  >-stf 

?yf  li.-  make  ^r..f  liys  rous  ;  7424 

J3e  dede  ys  confusyu//, 

And  more  ys  J>e  dyllamai-ynw. 

|)e  seuenest5  ys  foulest  leccherye  — 


Fewme,  si  luy  couenist*  murir. 


Comouw  wymmen  to  lyggS  by  — 

Of  al  J>e  ou)>er  fat  we  haue  seyde. 

longyng  of  loue  ys  fere  nede, 

For  to  lone  one  a-lone, 

)3an  here  fat  tak[e]f  enerychone. 

Foul  ys  fat  hist  and  J\it  peryl, 

To  loue  here  fat  al  HKMI  go  tyl. 

Fnl  f«mli:  ys  fat  forreyne 

|3at  ys  r..m.iii  f..r  al,  certeyne  ; 

!••»,  what  as  euer  be  yn  fy  f< 
Conim/  wy///iii.-n  take  fon  nogfit, 
F.T  many  kas  fat  may  falle, 
J)at  ]»ryu<;  ys  to  telle  jow  alle. 

'.d.:  nn.\v  weyl  be, 
Id--  yn  piyuyte  ; 
One  \  iv  tak«-  j-y  hrofer, 

r,  or  sybkynd,  as  wel  as  oufer. 

and  foul«-  >tr\ 

)X>u  mayHt,  fui-.-h  bew,  lese  fy  lyfe. 
;  " 


7428 


7432 


7436 


7  I  in 


111 


;  .le. 

1  )wr  tyl.        4  I-  1 

•  >e  werete  H,  worst  A.     (See  '  |KJ  J»ry<M 
235,  1.  7367.) 


Cursalesb  purgisent  les  lechure, 
Ceo  eat  custume  des  plusurs ;  5920 

L'alme  perdent  al  premur,         [leaf  IM] 
De  ceo  sunf  il  meins  seur ;  ° 


•  OKoncreit        b  Comblet 
c  seient  il  a  meins  la  s. 


238      Dorit  lie  ivith  Common  Women.     Tale  of  St.  Benet' s  Temptation. 


Meseles,  men  seye,  vsen  hem;  f  7448 

And,  who  take)) l  hem  yn  fat  hete, 

Clennesse  of  body  lie  may  sone  lete.  § 

Moche  wo  fan,  ys  swyclic  to  take, 

For  fese  f  re  lakki:s  sake  ;  7452 

And  moche  may  be  fat  womniaus  mone,2 

For  she  shal  answers  for  hem  echone 

j)at  liaue  ydo  any  sy?me  wyf  hyre, 

At  domes  day,  fe  day  of  Ire.  7456 

]5arefore,  $e  men,  takef  none, 
Xe  30  wywmen,  takef  but  one. 
3yf  man  or  wo?mnan  may  nat  be  chaste, 
Take,3  and  do  no  more  waste,  7460 

One  of4  whom  ^oure  loue  wyl  be,    [leaf  50] 
And  $yuef  nat  $oure  bodyys  to  alle  ylycli  fre. 

Seuene  maner  sywnes  y  haue  $ow  tolde, 
))e  whych  cu?«bren  men  on  many  folde, 
And  fe  leste  of  alle  fese  seuene  7465 

Forbarref  a  man  f  e  blys  of  heuene. 
who-so  wyl  be  clene  of  fyse,  J 
A^ens  hys  tiessh  behouef  hym  ryse,     7468 
And  wyf  hyt  fy^t  fill  faste 
))at  hyt  be  algate  dowiira5  kaste,  § 
And  elles  may  he  neuer0  be  clene, 
hys  flessh  hys  en  my  wyl  hym  sone7  tene  : 
Of  swych  a  fy3t  a  sample  y  kan,        A  tale 
Of  seynt  Benet  fat  holy  man. 
Seynt  Gregory  telf  for  fe  nones 
ho\v  seynt  Benet  was  tempted  onys.     7476 


§  E  le  cors  mette;it  a  nient, 
t  Car  lepemis  deuene;it  soue7tt. 

Alla^,  tant  est  a  vilte  done, 

Fe??ime  qe  est  a  t 


5924 


Tut  ne  fut  I'amur  de  Dee ; 
Retrere  se  dust  chescuTt  sene. 


5928 


U  Ore  vns  auu?u  nus  cunt«3 
1"  Set  maneres  de  cest  peche ; 

t  Chescun  de  eu^  est  mortel, 
t  Perdre  iunt  le  regne  dea  ciel.  5932 

§  Pur  ce,  cu??ibatre  couieTit  duremewt 
t  Chescuw,  encuntve  sa  char  pudlent,b 
J  Qec  vodra  uiure  chasteinewt, 


t  Ou  honi  se?Ta  seureniewt.  5936 

t  Ensample  nus  dunad  seiwt  Benet 
Qec  garder  vodera  sae  alme  net. 

t  Seint  Gregoire  nus  ad  cu^te,        .ex««j>/«m. 


Tale  of  St.  Benet's    Tempta-        [St.  Gregory's  Dialogues,  II.  ii.—  G.  Paris.] 

tion,  and  how  he  freed  himself 
by    rolling    in     Thorns     and 

Nettles.'] 

As  seynt  Benet  sate  yn  hys  celle, 
To  tempte  hym  com  a  fend  of  helle 
Yn  a  lykenes  of  a  bryd. 

1  who  so  tak>.         2  mone.         '  Take  one. 
4  on.         8  down.         6  neuie.         7  so. 


5940 


t  Qe  seiwt  Beneit  li  benure, 

Af  un  iur  C[uant  il  sul  seeit, 
t  A  semblance^  de  oysel,  le  deable  ueneit ; 

a  Kar  p  .  .  .  du.        b  la  mauveise  char  pule/it. 
c  Ky.         d  vus  dona.         e  volait  s'. 
f  I';ir  [If.  47].         «  En  furme. 


Tale  of  St.  Benet'  s  Temptation.    He  got  free  ly  rolling  in  Thorns  and  Nettles. 


A  «  frosty  1  '  ys  )>e  name  kyd  ;  7480 

hyt  come  fleyng  by  seyut  Benet, 

And,  meryi  synggyng,  by  hym  hym  set; 

wundyr 
No)>eles,  he  hadde  grete  ferly 

Jjat  hyt  tlrirh  hym  so  ny.  7  184 

Seynt  Benet  wend-  In-  my$t  hyt  ha  take,  § 

tame 

For  hyt  sate  by  hym  so  spake. 

In-  Mfsst-d  hym  fyrst,  and  hedde  hys  hande 

To  take  j?e  brydde  j>at  was  syttande  ;  7488 

As  sone  as  he  hadde  made  }>e  croyce, 

£e  bryde  flegli  fur)),  and  left  hys  voys. 

)jat  frostel  sa.u'fi  h«-  no  more; 

hyt  ben  unr,  In-  m-  \vyst  whore.  7492 

Jjan  come  on  hym  so  sodenly 
So  grete  temptyng  of  lecchery, 
J3at  neuer  cr,  syn  he  was  bore, 

te  temptyng  was  hym  byfore  ;    7496 
ii'lo  J)an  put  yn  hys  J?ogh"t 
]3at  lie  hadde,  or  seye,  or  wroglit. 

Ones  he  sagfi  a  feyre  wo?»man,  [if.  so,  col.  2] 
And  al  day  yn  hys  j>ogfct  she  ran  ;       7500 
Swych  Kht  so  liadde  hym«  ouercome, 
J3at  J>e  pogfcft  of  God,  hyt  had  ny  3  fornome;  * 
And  f'-ulr  l-'n-yn-  had  hym  so  take  } 
)3at  hys  ermytage  lie  liadde  nygfe4  forsake  ; 
l,  bat  see))  al  )>y  •  7505 

he  sagh  weyl  hys  grete  temptyng  ; 
]3ogli  he  suffr  «1  h\//*  weyl  be  to-blaste, 
he  sufl'rcd  hym  nat  b«-  «lo\vii//  ka>te;57508 
))e  feinl«-  m  iy  ii;it  1'u:  temple  |>y  \vyl, 
J)e*8el!<'  bi-h«.u»'J)  ^'-  ili-dc  t'ulfyl; 
And  for  he  stode  so  stalwrfly,7 
)je  holy  goste  was  to  hym  i  7512 

w/t//-oute  hys  cellu,  J>ornes  wore, 


•'  )>ogbt  had  hym  so. 
-•h  he  had.         B  down  ka«t. 
>  O,  .Ulwrly  H. 


3  uygh. 
•  py. 


t  Le  oysel  *st  l  merle  '  apele", 

Veu  1'ay*  en  yuer  &  en  este  ;  5944 

luste  setnt  Beneit  .  vola,* 
§  Prendre  le  poeit,  li  sembla  ;  c 
f  Mult  fud  esmeruiK- 
t  Qe  si  pres  de  luy  ad  uo!6,  5948 


t  Sa  main  meinU-nant  leua, 

E  en  le  niw  Deu  se  signa;* 
t  Le  deable  de  luy  a  ueief  ala 

Qwant  il  signe  se  a,*  5952 


t  Mes  vne  te//q»taciun  tost  veneit, 
t  Qe  de  sa  char  tantb  tewpte"  esteit, 
t  Vnqes  ne  fu  si  fort  tempte 
Ptis  qe  il  esteit  de  mere*  n6e  ;  5956 


f  Vne  femme  out  veu 

t  De  ki  pensir  li  fu  le  enimis  ; 

[  Jant  fu  tempte  de  s'amur, 

*  Qe,  si  de  grace  k  ne  ust  eu  sucur,       5960 

*  yblid  vgt  gun  creatur  . 

Si  se  ust  repenti  a  tut  iur. 
I  Si  forement  esteit1  tewpte 
t  Qe  le  hmnitage  lesser  out"  pense.  5964 

r^  '  de  boneire' 


Neir   est  (the   HOUR-  thrush,    then,    not   thv 


:  presde  s.  b.  uolait. 


t  Luy  euueia  grace  en  eyre.0 

t  Dehors  sa  celle,  espines  cresseient, 


Ke  atria  ly  fu  ke  prendre  le  poeit 
fu  de  coe.         •  aeingna.         '  en 
Aprea  coe  ke  le  aigne  fet  a.        h  ai. 
Pua  eel  hourc  k'il  fu.         k 
fu  de  aa  char.        m  out  en.        °  aire, 
aa  grace  arere. 


240    Tale  of  St.  Benet's  Temptation.   A  Man  should  never  be  alone  with  a  Woman. 

And  netles  grewe,  fat  byten  sore ;  t  Et  hortils  ausi  i  aueient : ll                  5968 

So  hadde  grace  made  hyra  stedfaste,  f  Gil,  qe  de  grace  fu  espire, 

Jjat  al  hys  clo))ys  of  he  kast,                 7516  f  Meintenant  ces  dras  odb  oste  ; 

And  alle1  naked  hy??i-self  he  wrappe  §  f  En  1'espine  &  le  hortierec — 

Among  fe  fornes  fat  were  sharpe,  f  Si  nu  cumd  nasqui  de  sa  mered —     5972 

And  among  f  e  netles  echone,  §  Tant  longeme?it  se  veutra 

Tyl  hys  temptacyvw  was  al  gone.          7520  t  Qe  le  te???ptaciun  tut  passa; 

£e  fornes  prykked,  fe  netles  dyd  byte,  f  Les  plaies  qe  les  espins  feseient, 

Of  flessfcly  temptacywi  fey  made  hy?w  quyte,  f  Del  te??iptaciun  lee  aquiteient            5976 

So  clene,  fat  neuer  aftyrward  t  Si  nettemerct,  &  si  tres  bien, 

was  he  tempted  more  so  hard               7524  t  Qe  vnqes  pus  ne  senti  rien 

Of  hys  flessh,  fat  was  hys  fo,  t  De  sa  char  te??iptaciun, 

he  dyde  hyt  fere  so  moche  wo.  t  Car  vencu  le  aueit  le  prodom.            5980 

Seffen,  loued2  he  Iliesu  cryst  wel3  more  t  Plwsf  duceme«t  ama  sun  creatur 
)5an  he  dede,  euer  byfore,                       7528 
And  hadde  to  hym  more  loue  longyng 

jpan  byfore  hys  hard  temptyng.  Quant  quite  fu*  de  fol  amur. 

Jpys  tale  y  tolde  for  fat  enchesww, 
To  stand  a^ens  temptacyu?* ;  7532 

For  who-so  wyl  hys  soule  saue,  H  Ensi  couient11  cuwbatre  de  qeor, 

Many  a  fy^t  behouej?  hym  haue  t  Si  nos^re  alme  volu??i  sauuer              5984 

A3ens  )?e  spyces  of  lecchery,                  7535  t  Encuwtre  le  pech6  de  lecherie, 

Ar  he  wywne  of  hym  J)e  maystry.     [ir.so.bk.]  t  Ou  veindre  ne  la  purruwi  mie. 

Seynt  Poule  techy)?  vs  for  fat  batayle  i  4-  Lai  plus  seure  bataille 

A  sykyr  fyght  fat  wyl  nat  fayle  ;  4.    '  ?st  fl'  ^ute'  San3  faille  >  \ 

t  Semt  Pol  nus  ap?-ent  ceo  fere, 

He  seyf ,  "  y  forbede  3ow  echou«,  gi  fermement  volumi  crere. 

with  womman  for  to  go  alone."  §         7540  1|  Sur  tute  rien  \us  gardej 

For  who-so  douf  hyt,  sone  and  ly^tly  §  Qe  sul  od  femme  ne  seie^  ;                 5992 

He  consent?]*  to  lecchery ;  Car'  ki  quert  oportunite, 

J^ou  alone,  alone  with  hyre,  [1  consent  alm  Pec1^ 

f  y  f  ogtt,  by  herte,  cumf  sone  on  fyre ; 

Be  fou  neuer  so  chaste  ne  strauwge,     7545 

Be  30  alone,  f yn  herte  wyl  chaunge ; 

And  God  commauwdef  bof  e  f  e  and  me,4 

Oure  herte  to5  stable  yn  chastyte.        7548 

1  alle  he  H,  al  0.  c  En  ceus  espines  e  orties  se  est  uentre". 

2  louede  0,  loue  H.       3  weyl  0,  wel  moche  H.  d-^  de  sa  mere  fu  ne.      e  ben  le  [If.  47,  col.  2] 
4  me  and  )>e.         5  be.  f  E.         8  il  fu  quites.         h  Issi  deuom. 

1  Mes  coe  est  la  ... 


a  E  orties  oueke  eus  me!16  esteient.  k  Fuir  les  pleisers  a  la  char. 

b  ad  m.  ses  d.  l  Pur  coe  f.  le  deuom.      m  est  consentant  a  tel. 


Folk  of  Religion  to  be  pure.  No  Lecherous  Thoughts  in  Bed,  Hatidliny,  or  Dream  *  241 

He  sey)>  iwt,  to  whom  he1  wyl  kalle, 
Hut  >|>rkej>  comuwly  to  vs  alle; 
An.l  j?".-;h~  he  calle  alle  comuwly, 
Sum  are  called  more  specyally  ;  7552 

For  specyaly  J>at  comaude])  he 
•:  ieii  \)nt  are  of  hygli  degre, 
As  to  bysshopes,  and  persones, 
To  prestys,  and  ou}>er  relygyons  ;  2        7556 

To  }>ese  ys  specyal  comaiwdement  ;  U  Chescun  home  deit*  saner 

:i  )>cse  to  ou\>er  hyt  shal  be  sent.  Qe  lecherie  es(  souent  enb  qeor;        5996 

•re  he  bydd«-j>,  w/t//  wurdes  smarte,8  Pur  ceo,  ki  vodra  Deuc  paer,    [ie»fiM,bk.] 

)3at  }>ey  be  alle  chaste  of  herte.             7560  f  Chastete'  de  qeor  couient  auer; 

what  ys  h  yt  wurj)4  to  be,  wit/i-outen,clene,  f  Poi  vaut  foreine  net 

whan  fyljJe  ys  w/t//ywne  )>e  senel  t  Qwant  en  qeor  ne  est  chastete".           6000 

F"r  many  one,  whan  j>ey  to  bodde  are  bro^t,  f  ^  Meint  home  gisant  en  sun  lit 

Delyten  hem  yn  fylj>ys  of  )>oght.  °       7564  o  £n  pew8ant  ad  tr..j.  -/'"lit  di'lit  : 

ii  foghtes  are  synnes  greue,  (  Jrdure  en  qeor  ne  deit  domorer, 

3yf  fvy  ^   j.ay,  or  be  J>e  leue  ;  t  Oud  en  pensawt  poej  trop  pecher;     6004 

An  I  3>'f  hyt  pay  )je  so,  swych  foule  f  Pur  ce,  qwant  tiel  pe?wir*  VMS  v 

W.MV  do,  ^yf  fou  moght,    7568  Refuser  le  deuej  vistement  ;  f 

hyt  ya  n  it    t  .  -Irede  Car  ki  qe«  seofre  t?*op  d«-m 

)5a:  J?y  wyl  ne  shal  answt'iv  for  |)e6  dede.  Prest  est  consenteme«/  dun                 6008 

For  $yf  )?ou  my^tyst,  J^ou  wuldest,  do,  f  E  sib  fere  le  peclie  eit  vol.-r, 

1  consente]?  w.-yl  jjarto  ;                7  >7'J  |  Le  pechd  ad  ia  f«-t  en  sun  qeor,  — 

)5ou  art  u  l.-clioure  yn  J)at  k  Ce  dist  Ih'xu,  luw/rr  <lu;  seignur, 

pyn  li--it.;\vyl  ys  grete  trespas.  ±  Qe  nmrir  vent1  pw/-  II/W/P-  ainur.         ••i'1'J 

Anofer  spyce,  nu>re  sywne  hyt  ys,  ^;  •]  Chescu/<  lunin-  ih-it  .u'ardi-  p/-endiv 

whan  )>i.u  sekest  fy  wyl  "f  tl'-»h.-,       7576  Qe  sak  alme  a  Deu  vo.lra  ran 

lust  of  lecchery,  Si  en  aucune  manere  prin 

Yn  handlynu',  «»r  .In-iiiyng  of  foly,  Qe  a  sa  In-lic;              ;   vist;                  6016 

i  jjogfites  or  sygfitiis  |?at  ))ou  sees,  :  Uiu-rant  en  sa  char  ddit, 

And  yn  alle  ou)er  pryuytes;                       l(  *  Ceo  nws  «l«-f«-nt  I  IP.  MI  ( 

God  hy:                  .-,!,.  |?  ;lll«-  )>ys  ;  *  |  Ou  en  pensant,  «>u  efl 

ate  ii'»  part*?  of  hniene  blys  :  Knti-ndn-  V//X1  j  .....  ?.  >:                        '>020 

.ryfte  forgete  i:               b<8ei  "tt>r 

oft««  J)..u  dr.lyst,  and  on  wl.                f  4.  Quant  vim  vtu  deuejm  r<mfes8er. 


1  whom  J»t  he.        2  relygyone*.  d  Ou  A,  om.  B.        °  tele  iH»n» 

1  wnerte.         4  wrtli.         «liogbt.         •  )>y.  '  deliu.-n  -n..  i.t.         «  !••  [If.  17, 


^    ...  . 


tat         »•  ventt.de.  »  I', 

kulcu  vodm  B,  vodra  d«";  '"  Kuant  TI«  volez. 


•J4--J     Temptation  to  Lechery  by  Sight,  Dreams,  Thoughts,  and  Fine  Dresses. 


3yt  byr  ys  a-nober  spyce1 
j)at  cum))  of  be  fendes  malyce,  { 
)3at  he  douj>  vs  alle  falle  ynno, 
yn  dreme  slepyng  bat  we  are  ynne.       7588 
And  bat  yche  temptacyuw 
May  be  twey  manor  of  enchesiu* ; 
j)e  fyrste  ys  syghte,  be  touber  ys  boght,  | 
wM-oute  bese,  dremest  bou  noght ;      7592 
For  swyche  byng  bou  mayst  se  wit//  ye, 
)3at  hyt  turneb  to  boght  of  felony  e.2 

3yf  bou  benkest  ofte  of  bat  sygfct, 
)5at  wey  of  boght  gadreb  my^t,  7596 

And  knyttyb  harde  ry^t  as  a  seme, 
And  sheweb  on  be  ny$t  yn  dreme. 
Yn  bat  dreme,  $yf  bou  do  lecherye, 
hyt  make))  be  boght  of  vylayne  ;3         7600 
3yf  any  do  hyt  ones4  burgh  ehaiwce, 
)?an  ys  berfore  but  ly^t  penaunce ; 
3yf  hyt  be  done  burgh  custome, 
)3;in  falleb  barfore  harder  dome  ;  7604 

For  euery  tyme,  at  alber  leste, 
Behoueb  be  shewe  to  be  preste  : 
Hyt  ys  a  wysdom  to  shewe  hyt  alle ; 
Hyt  may  be  moche,  bat  be  benkeb  smalle. 
)5e  preste,5  he  can  euene  charge,  7609 

For  whyche  he  shal  ^yue  penaimce  large. 

lecchery  ys  also  grete  ^ernyng 
To  be  desyred  burgh  feyre  clobyng,      7612 
what  wymmenhemtyfe0  with  ownewyl,  [if.5i] 
To  foly  loue,  ouber  men  to  tylle.   J 
3yf  men,  burgh  here  feyre  atyre, 
wyb  hem  to  do  foly,  haue  desyre,  §      7616 
frey  shul  answere  for  here  synne, 
For  bey  are  rote,  and  fyrst  bygynne ; 
Nobeles,  be  consentour 

1  vyce.         2  Altered  to  'vilonye.' 
vylaynye.         4  hyt  ones  0,  hyt  H. 


I  U  La  Malice  del  deabe*  est  si  grant 

§  Qe  pecher  THIS  fetb  en  sungant;         6024 

Mes  ceo  qe  lemc  fet  en  dormant, 

Par  resim  lie  est  mie  peche  g?-ant ; 
|  Si  de  fole  veue  gete" 

Te  auigne,d  ou  de  fole  pense, —         6028 

Car  pa?*  f element  garder6 

En  veillant  vient  folie  en  qeor, 

E  de  mal  voler  enracine 

Ad  homef  a  la  fe^e  sunge,  6032 

En  sungant  auient^  vileinie 

Par  surfet  de  Glotonie ; 


prest. 


tyffe. 


a  du  deble.         b  Ke  la  gent  fet  pecher. 
c  horn.         d  Aveuge.         e  regarder.. 


Pur  ceo,  qwant  v^  auient,  cu???  e,9^b  cus- 

tUllie  [leafl  52,  bk.,  col.  2] 

En  sungant,  cu??i  fet  a  meint1  home, 
t  Pur  sem^te*  en  cowfessiun  6037 

Cuntcr  a  p/estre  le  deuu??i; 


t  Seon  cst  dune  de  iuger 

t  Si  g?*cmt  pechie  seit,k  ou  leger.  6040 

U  Bien  se  deit  chescim  garder 
t  Pur  mal  entente  sey  urner1 

Pur  estre  plus  tostm  desire, 

Cum  fuwt,  alias,  les  vnsn  de  gre ;      6044 

Car  ambe-dons  su?it  grant  peche, 
J  °Qw«nt  vout  estre  desire, 
§  E  desire  autre  pur  mesfere ; 

Le  seint  le  dit,  le  poe$  crere.0  6048- 

t  U  Consentir  deit^  nul  horn 

f  A  lem.         e  vent.         h  quant  vent  par. 

1  A.  omits  'meint.'        k  est. 

1  aurner  [If.  47,  bk.,  col.  2]. 

m  tost  A,  om.  B.         n  akuns  tut. 

°— °  Autri  desirer,  &  desirer  estre  desire". 

P  ne  deit. 


Tempter  and  Tempted  are  alike  Guilty.     Against  F<  s  of  Lechery.     -J4:> 


.Shal  be  holde  for  a  lechour; 
Euene  peyni-  shul  j>ey  here, 
jpe  toon  )>e  tourer  slml  answere. 
Mu-ii  yn  )>e  olde  lawe, 

J3at,  of  a  f>efe  and  hys  felawe,  *  7624 

0  dome  shul  )>ey  bof>e  haue,  4. 
))e  toon  ne  toper1  shul  men  nat  saue; 
And  ;yt  men  sey,  as  men  gos, 
As  foule  ys  he  J>at  halt,  as  he  Jwt  f»-.- 
Ano)>er  spyce  eke  he  forbedrfj,          7629 
:i  my  one  ful  lytyl  dredej) : 
uffre  a  lechour  or  lechours 
To  haimte  foly  yn  here  hous.  7632 

)>•  prophete  speke])  ful  euyl  of  )>o  ; 
J>ey  shul  haue  part  of  peyne  and  wo ; 
And  j>us  sey)>  J><"  p/v/phete  Osee, 
A-  moche  defouled  as  hordam3  shal  be. 
A-noj>er  spyce,  )>at  moche  deref,       7637 

• ;  )>ey  J>at  erandes  berej) 
To  do  a  lechour  for  to  spede, 
Or  $yuen  conseyl  to  do  )>e  dede,  §       7640 
Or  susteyne  one  wtt/t  maystry  : 
ii  mm  are  castel  of  lechery. 
-••yj)  )?'•  p/-"plu»te  seynt  Dauyel ; 
An- 1  h«ily  wryt  wytnessej)  hyt  \vel.4      7644 

what  sey  30  of  fese  lordynges 
)>at  a-vowe5  here  men  to  do  swych  )>yngys? 
)3at  men  dnr  nat  li.-m1'1  chastyse  } 
w/tA  lioly  cherche,  ne  ojw  wyse.  71'  1s 

li  nit-n  areysen  baner 
A^ens  holy  rlii-n-ln-s  p.. 
And  In-ill  self  an-  rastd  and  t-mre  [if.  si, col.  2] 
•  manteyne  ^e  lechoure.  7652 

who  so  a-vowcf  a7  man  to  do  euyl, 
he  ys  no  sybber  fan  )>••  d«  uyl ; 

1  ne  >c  toufyr.         2  flos.        *  hordom. 
4  weel.        •  auowc.        •  nat  hem  O,  n 

7  'a1  omitt.-.l. 


7620       A  nule  fornicaciun. 


t  Ley  de  tere  est,  ceo  bien*  sauuw?, 

I  Qe  lereb  &  sun  cu;npainu;i  6052 

i  Vn  iugeme»t  deiue?^t  auer ; 

E  quite  deitc  mie  aler 

Qed  etft  de  larun  recettur ; 

Cest  iugement  fet  no^re  seignur,       6056 

Qe  cil  qe  consent  ale  pecheur, 

Ou  li  seit  pene  adf  drein  iur. 


t  U  Pur  ceo,  ne  suffrej  en  uo#tre  mesun 

Nule  fole  ne  nul  larun  ;  6060 

t  Le  prophete  dist  qe  *cil  qe*  ceo  fu/tt 
t  A  vifsh  deables  descenderu/jt  ;  ' 

Sei;*t  Dauid  est  muw  garant, 

Qe*  da//ipue  Ueu  ama  tant.  6064 

§  Cunsail  ne  deue^  dunt-r 
t  A  peche,  ne  message  porter 
t  Pur  fere  le  lechur  espleiter, 

Seo  saue$  vt**-1  premer  ;  6068 

Deu  lurk  jxirdoiut,  ci  li  plest, 

Lur  peche*  q<?  le  unt1  I 

Car  memt  est  fol  message  al«  •, 

E  a  ceo  fol  cunsail  dn;  6072 

U  Auenir  ueum  tut  en  iur     [i*«f  iss] 
t  Qe  par  auouerie  de  lurm  soi_ 

Mi'sfu/ft  les  vns  liardiement, 
|  Qc  chastier  les  osent  nientn  6076 

Pur  ceo  qe  Iur  seignur  les  d<  : 

Si  il  nr  vi^nc0  a  amen-ldi. 
|   E  seo  fere  ces  serian  j  p  chastier, 

I'"/-  tant  I'urr.i  >a  alnn-'i  da//jpn«-r.     6080 
t  ^  Ki  tret  autrer  a  po, 
t  II  ad  la  manere  del  inaufft  ; 


f  Ove  le  pein  auerunt  al.        •  k 


y. 

I 


a  . 


»  e«t  ben  le.         h  Ian 

•  ki  conaente  it  le. 


i..-  -Lit. 


1  Sun  j>.  ke  coe  ad. 

><«  oaum  nent        °  Me*  amche  il  ben  all. 
P  Ke  vengo,  it  aofre  la  p. 
4  S'alme  purra  par  Unt      r  autri  atret  [If.  48]. 


•244 


Against  Lechery  in  Children.     Never  Kiss  a  Woman. 


For  f  e  fende  wulde  fat  al  shulde  be 
Dampned,  as  weyl  as  ys  he.  7656 

3yt  of  $oufe  men  shulde  haue  drede, 
Of  fat  ineu  done  yn  chyldhede  ; 
)5at  may  be  turned  to  lechery, 
For  chyldryn  ofte  to-gedyr  ly.  7660 

3yf  fou  ogfit  dedyst  and  hopest,  hyt  ys 
Yn  f  y  wyt,  sy;me  of  foule  flessh  : 
Y  cunseyl  fe  to  telle  fe1  prest, 
For  peryl  may  falle,  weyl  fou  seest  ;    7664 
]5yn  ynwyt  tellef  f  e  fat  skyl 
Of  what  foil  dest  fat  ys  peryl,  J 
For  comiittly,  fat  men  done2  yn  $enkfe,  § 
Yn  age  hau?*te  fey  hyt  on  lenkf  e  ;       7668 
And  mo  we  nat  leue  j?at  foule3  vsage 
J)at  fey  toke  yn  $ouf  e  yn  rage.  § 
yn  a  prouerbe  of  olde  Englys 
Telle  men,  and  sofe  hyt  ys,  7672 

"  jpat  $ougfe  wones,  yn  age  mones  ;  " 
J3at  fou  dedyst4  ones,  fou  dedyst  eftsoues. 
jjarefore  loke  what  f  y  $ouf  e  was, 
And  yii  fy5  age  amende  fy  trespas.      7676 

A-nofer  spyce,  ware  f  e  fro  f  ys 
Foly,  a  wo??iman  for  to  kys  ; 
For  selde  kysfeth]  any  frende, 
J)at  lechery  ne  ys  foght  or  neuende.     7680 
Uyssyng  ys,  for  loue  to  wynne, 
And  ys  erand  for  flessftly  synne  ; 
Man  or6  wo??iman,  loke  for-fy, 
wharefore  fou  kyssest,  whom,  &  why.  7684 

3yt  ys  f  er  a  spyce  to  rnene 
For  hem  fat  shuld  be  chaste  and  clene, 
As  fo  men  fat  are  of  bygh  degree, 
Of  holy  cherches  owne  meyne;  7688 

J)ese  men  shuld  for  no  fyng      [leaf  51,  back] 

1  fy.        2  do. 

3  vyle  (a  late  may  is  interlined  above  mowe). 
>yn. 


4  dest. 


6  and. 


a  lecherie.         b  a  prestre  A,  ke  B. 

c  a  prestre  B,  vus  a  luy  A. 

d  en  sa  vie.         e  ly  reraordera. 


Car  il  ne  cesse,  nuit  ne  iur, 
A  mal  trere  le  pecheur.  6084 

t  Si  en  uostiQ  iuuente  rien  feisse^ 

f  Qe  a  mala  pout  estre  turne^, 


Garde^  bien  qeb  ne  seit  cele^ 
t  Quant  a  pj-estre  \usc  confesse^  ;         6088 

§  Le  mal  qe  en  iuuente  checu/£  fra, 

A  peine  unqe«d  le  vbliera ; 
J  Sa  coTiscience  la  mentiuera6 

Quaui  bien  se  p^«•pensera.  6092 

§  Qe  enfant  ap?-ent  en  sa  iuuerate 

De  mal  fere,  tu}  iurs  s'entente/ 


Chescuro  se  detiene^  de  niesfere 

En  sa  iuuente,  ki  me  velth  crere ;      6096 

Ki  qe  ne  fet,  il  peisera1 

De  Kn  qeor  quant  il  veilk  S^/T;I. 

t  U  Chescu?*  hoin  se  deit  garder 

t  Fe??2me  par  folie  beiser,  6100 

f  Car  tiels  beisers  tres  grant  mal1  fuwt ; 

Ceus  qe  me  creie?*t  se  retrerrunt ; 
t  Car  ceo  n'est,  sache3,  fors  1'enbracer 
t  Fors  char,m  qe  est  p?*est  de  pecher.    6104 


IT  Ne  seurte  ne  eat,  femme  tuclier, 
°  Qen  chastiemewt  se  vodera  garder ; 
Tut  quide0  le  deable  auer  gainc 
Quant  folementaue}  fe?>nne  tuche.1*  6108 
t  Home  orden^  nomement, 
t  A  ly  est  plus  peclie^  ceo  entenk.i 

f  le  sente.         8  detenge. 

h  vot.         i  Kar  ky  nel  fet  mut  I'empescra. 

k  kwant  veux.         l  trop  inal. 

m  enbraser  La  char. 

n  Ky.  °  quide. 

P  Compare  English,  lines  7715-19. 

°i  Fole  fewime  ne  autrc  ne  touche  newt. 


Priests  arc  not  to  Kiss  or  Touch  Women.     St.  Jerome'  *  K<  ample.       '24  o 

vn  w\//,mens  handclyng  ;  « 

•A-.-///!!);!!!,1  fat  gode  coufe,  t  f  Chescune  fe?/ime  dust  penser,        ^'i1"' 

SliuM  kysse  any  prestys  moufe  ;          7692   t  Quant  prestre  la  reqert*  de  beiser,    6112 
fviv  mav  nat  but  synne  aryse;2 

hvs  in,,  uf  vs  hal.-wed  to  Goddys  seruyse.        .  Q6,11  ^  la  buclL®  f* 

t  A  Iocs  dampue  De.b 
.Ne  prest  ognte  no  woman  touclie, 

For,  of  foule  touchyng,  synne  men  souche. 

It-miii  >cyf  '  he  shuld  no^t          7697 
any  wonum  yn  hys  )>ogfit;? 
For  swych  )»oght,  shal  neuer  weyl  werche, 
w/t//  man  fat  ys  of  lioly  cherche.          7700 
Bne  m»w  what  iLM-i'in  seyde 
;ster  fat  liym  p'.eyde; 
•••.soglitu  hym  on  alle  maners 
]3at  lie  wulde  liaue  liere  yn  hys  preyers  ; 

t  lerom  spake  a^en  to  hyre,  7705 

Halnyndele  as  liyt  \vere  yn  Ire, 
"  V  I'rey  God,  fat  mynde  of  fe, 
Yn  my  J-ou'ht<  .  m-uer  be."  7708 

\v.-m\st  }?"u  nat  he  dred  liym  nede, 
wlian  In-  t<>  liys  suster3  jjus  seyde? 

if'1,1,.  liym  of  sum  wykked  wrenche 
whan  he  nc  dur>tr  on  here  fenche.       7712 
For  sofe  fan  slmlde  fey  mocliu  drede 
re  aiilay  \v/t//  hem  yn  dede. 

t.-ndr  whan  he  may  any  tyce  — 
|>at  ys,  yn  handlyng  of  SU?M  vyce  —      7716 

••luiif  liym  wi-1  to  i>ay, 
nkt-f1  hi-,  h«-  haf  wowm-  a  j.ray  : 
namely  of  fese  lioly  men, 

r»  \i\nt  \*>\if>r  fan  oufe>-  ten,       77_c 
i  a  holy-"1  man  writ-  hy///  li-u»  /•  tylle 
To  flesshly  lust  or  wykkr.l  wyllt- 
)5an  an  hnmlrcd  oufer  mo 
|)atr«'kk'-  ni-ii*/-  \\  h-'iivr0  fey  go.          77-1 


•  \xr.        *  ry«e.  »  quer  [If.  48,  col.  2]. 

3  *v»ter.        4  Compare  French,  lines  6107-10.         b  Al  com  dame  den  arti 
•-»  An  li'.ly.         e  where. 


24-6         How  the  Devil  most  desires  the  Temptation  of  Men  in  Orders. 
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Tlf  Tale  of  the  Jew  who  heard  some  Devils  Reports  <*/'///<'//•  Deeds 
to  Satan;  and  how  the  Devil  who  got  a  Bishop  to  pat  a  Nun 
on  the  Back  icas  most  praisd.l~\ 

Seynt  Gregory  tellef ,2  for  gode  mewnys 
prew,  A  tale. 

)5at  suw  tyme  was3  ones  a  lew, 
And  trauayled  o  tyme  by  fe  cuntre,  ^{"l^'" 
By  iurnes  fydyr  fat  he  wulde  be. 
Fyl  so,  he  nygfrtede  yn  a  wasteyne, 
)3ere  he  sagli  no  stede  certeyne ; 
he  sagli  no  stede  where  wast4  best 
To  lygge  a  nyglit  and  take  hys  rest. 
But  an5  olde  temple  he  sagli  stondyng, 
fat,  sum  tyme,  folke  mysbeleuyng 
Made  here  sacrifyse  f  er-ynne 
To  here  god,  fat  hyglit  Apolyne  ; 
)3ys  lew  restede  fere  fat  ny^t, 
And  toke  hys  ese  as  he  my^t.  § 

As  f  e  lew  lay  fere  alone, 


7728 


7732 


7736 


t  Seint  Gregoire  nus  ad  cuwte 

f  De  un  Guy  desbaptije  ;a 

t  Vn  iur  quant  enh  chemin  ala, 

t  En  vne  wastinec  li  enuespra, 


Quant  hure  vint  de  herbeger, 
t  Pcnsa  ou  il  pout  reposer ; 
f  Vn  veil  te??iple  iuste  sei  veeit, 


6120 


Dedie  ad  Apolin  esteit; 
Pewsa  qe  la  lee  couint  reposer 
Pus  qe  plus  loin}  ne  poeit  aler. 
§  Le  in  elf  temple  entra, 
E  a  dormir  se  aturna  ; 


6124 


To  hym-self  he  made  hys  mone, 
)5at  he  beleued  on  swych  a  lawe 
)3at  my$t  nat  saue  hym  on6  no  sawe. 


7740 


t  Pensa  qe  il  fut  de  maueise  lay, 
Meu}  li  couint  pwmer  a^  sey  ; 


61-J.s 


1  This  Tale,  says  Gaston  Paris  (Hist.  Litt.  de  la 
France,  xxviii.  201),  is  made  up  from  two  distinct 
stories.  All  that  relates  to  the  Jew,  the  temple 
of  Apollo,  the  narrative  of  the  devil  who  tempted 
the  bishop  (St.  Andre  de  Fondi),  the  saying  about 
the  empty  and  markt  vessel  (p.  2444,  1.  7854  : 
vce!  vce!  vas  vacuum  et  signatum!)  is  borrowd  from 
St.  Gregory's  Dialogs,  III.  vii.  ;  but  the  feats  of  the 
different  devils,  the  punishments  of  some,  and  the 
n-\v;ird  of  the  other,  are  from  the  Vitas  Patrum, 
p.  580  (compare  p.  576  and  556),  which  is  the 
source  of  Wadington's  Tale,  tho'  it  substitutes  a 
pagan  for  the  Jew,  and  greatens  the  fault  of  the 
holy  man  who  is  tempted.  Guillaume  Peraut 
(Guill.  Peraldi,  Summa  de  vitiis :  de  luxuria,  II. 
19)  tells  the  two  stories,  one  after  the  other,  with- 
out mixing  them  ;  but  we  see  the  mixture  going 
on  under  our  eyes  in  Libro  de  los  Exemplos 
(no.  21),  which,  following  without  doubt  a  lost 
Latin  original,  tells  us,  as  to  Satan's  questioning 
of  the  other  devils  :  "  St.  Gregory  tells  briefly  the 
manner  of  this  questioning  ;  but  we  can  see  it 
more  in  detail  by  an  example  in  the  Life  of  the 
Holy  Fathers,"  etc.  This  Tale  was  often  retold  in 


a  geu  ky  ne  fu  baptise. 
c  gastine.         d  iadis  a. 
f  eel  geu  en  le. 
K  couendreit  de  p.  .  .  sai. 


])'//•. 
ly. 


the  Middle  Ages,  and  a  summary  of  it,  after  St. 
Gregory,  is  certainly  found  in  these  verses,  />•• 
triumphis  Ecclesicc  of  Johannes  de  Garlandia  (ed. 
Wright,  p.  37)  as  to  the  power  of  the  sign  of  the 
Cross : 

Daemonis  in  fanum  Jmlams  U-mpore  noctis 
Venit,  et  advenit  diemonis  horror  ei. 

Se  cruce  signavit ;  signatum  vas  bene  daemon 
Sed  vacuum  dixit :  credidit  ergo  timens. 

Nee  praesul  tetigit  monialem  quam  tctiu'issr 
Proposuit,  sicut  dixerat  unus  ibi. 

One  must  not  then  recognise  here  (as  was 
suggested  that  one  might,  in  '  Notices  et  Extraits 
des  MSS.,'  t.  xxvii,  2°  part.,  p.  71)  the  !• 
of  Cyprian  and  Justine  (see  p.  258-60  below),  or 
see  in  Judceus  a  mistake  of  the  copyists  or  editor 
for  Julianus. 

2  telj).         :{  tyme  )>yr  was.         4  was. 

6  an  0,  and  H.         6  wy]>. 


Tale  of  the  r  "isd  by  Satan  J  'or  tempting  a  Bishop  by  a  Nt<   .     -47 


<  »f  Ih'xu  Cryst,  IP-  hadde  herd  speke,  t  De  Ie#u  Crist  out*  oy  purler, 

dyd  hyni  .»n  J>e  rode  steke.  t  Qeb  se  lessa  en  croi$  pener, 
Jjiirgli  givtf  fan  ynspyraryuM,                 77l~> 
II--  f.'Ji'  BO  "ii  hy>  paav 

)3at  uuiv  t'«-yj>  yn  liys  IH-MJJ  ran.  t  En  H  out  esperance  grant, 

Al  !>••  hyt  he  were  no  crysten  man  ;      7748  t  Tut  nc  fut  il  bapti^  auant,                6132 

.hat  for  trouj>e,  and  what  for  doute, 

lit-  made  )>e  croys  liym  al  a-boute,  t  U'                 9  sei  la  croi}  f« 

And  -se)>j>eii  leyd  hyni  d«>\vn<-  to  slepe  ;  t  E  pus  a  dormir  se  cucht-it. 
Of  onf-  •/•.  ;  at'  lie  no  more  kepe.              77~'i' 

fo  mydny^t  be  gan  to  wake  f  f  Kntur  la  mi«-  nuyt  se  e^  ueille,c 
jjuru'b  uT'-t'-  ii'-y.-'  an-1  cry.  »v  sore  to  quake  ; 

He  loked  vp,  and  sa^li  )?ere  sytte  t  Si  regarde  su^  \ei-s  le  de-;                  6136 

chydde  Le  m«ant  deable  od  ccs  cu???painuns 

-  "•'"  J""  f""'>  ">                         •  '  ;'6  t  VUt  en  fort  desputesuns  ; 

•iif  svtt--  yn  a  rh'-yiv.1 

}5at  foule  lokM,  and  foule  gan  bere  ; 

He  bad  hem  all-;  ;»•!  1,-  a-counte,  Satban,  vn  aj»/--  >  antiv,  apcla,'1 

Here  dedes  what  )?ey  wuldo  amounte;  7760  t  E  ou  il  ussent  este*,  demanda/'           til  1" 

what  J>«'y  liaddc  do  many  ^eres,  t  Qe  usseutf  fet,  les  aresuna. 

He  aresoned  licm  «.n  hys  inaners  ;  Tost  respundrc,  les  comanda. 

To  oon  be  cast  ench-  s                             7763  f  U  Meintenant  vn  a«l  aj 

**  Sey  )>ou,  felaw,  what  ))ou  hast  dou«  !  "  t  E  ou  out  este  Tad  d.-mai                     6144 

i  w.-ddyng,"  he  seyde,  "  y  was,  [leaf  52]  f  H  dit,  *qe  il  a  vne  neoces  e> 

And,  )>ere  y  dyd  grcte  trespas  ;  t  Ou  ii  mwlt  de  maU  leseit  ; 

fc  '".7  "f  "-Jf  t  Le  mari,  e  I',,,,,,,.  an,UHlo»,"  P-cUt, 
I.  |"    f.-  wyfe  and  ^.-  busbonde;           7768 

And  y  dyd  $yt  a-in»J)er  chek,  t  E  mwlt  plus  grant'  nial  i 
All.-  ft'  .Mijjery  brogbt  en  <-u//t'-k, 
And  i-ii'  /-v.  y  madf  oujjres  foo,8 

i'i-y  man  gaii  mij--  /•  sin."  777'_; 

|3e  mayster  fend  gan  hyni  bfln»l.|c, 
~ott«  at  nojt  )?at  he  hadde  told.-. 

J-.ni  1."  |)ore?"  f  H  d.-niand  'cum  longes  fuk  <>ntui  ?'  tljklj*' 

in.-    niunft.',"    In-    seyd,    "and    no  f  Gil  respuxd  '  nn  an.'  en  pour.1 

in                                                     777  deable  rescmblam 

3  gret  enchesouu.        9  fo.  !  aueient        •  Ov  mal  &  poi  tie  bien. 

'•  !<•  tnari  &  le  espUM.         •  -;•;; 
lui)K'  out  isaU'. 


1  Vn  an  rvstwnt  1'autre  si  out  pour. 
8  aueient  e.  ad  demand*.  '     toll  Mftttt 


248     Tak  of  the  Devil  praisd  by  Satan  for  tempting  a  Bishop  by  a  Nun. 


"  For  J>y  dede  fou  getyst  maugre, 
And  Jjarto  $yt  shalt  J>ou  bete  be." 

wtt/<  li ym  wulde  he  no  more  stryue ; 
He  called1  an-oujjer  furthe  belyue  ;       7780 
Felunlyche,  w/t/t  y$en2  grym, 
M  where  hast  fou  be?"  seyd  he  to  hyin. 
"  Yn  fe  see,  haue  y  bene, 
And  moche  sorow  made  men  betwene  ; 
Y  haue  brogfct  to  grete  encumbre         7785 
Shyppes  and  men  w/t/e-oute  noumbre,    § 
what  yn  cuntek,  and  yn  tempest, 
Twenty  fousand  at  fe  lest."  7788 

)3e  deuyl  seyd,  "  fat  ys  no  doute ; 
how  long  hast  J?ou  be  fere-aboute  ? " 
"  Seuene  wyntyr,  al  to-gydyr, 
haue  y  be  haunted3  fedyr."  7792 

Satan  comaimded,  for  hys  seruyse 
He  shuld  be  put  to  hys  luwyse. 

)3e  fred  deuyl  was  forfe  fette4  § 
By  fore  Satan,  fer  he  was  sette  ;5          7796 
Satan  seyd,  "  where  ware  foul 
How  Jjou  hast  sped,  sey  me  now." 
"  A-boute  a  bysshope  y  haue  be  long, 
3yf  y  my$t  hym  yn  syrme  fong ;  7800 

But  yn  hym  ys  so  grete  bounte 
)3at  y  myst  neuer  turne  hym  to  fe. 
But,  fys  ny^t  y  haue  so  sped,       [leaf  52,001.2] 
J)at  hym  with  temptyng  so  fer  haue  led, 
)3at  y  hope,  y  haue  hys  fogfit  7805 

A  party  to  my  wylle  brogftt. 
J?yr  com  to  hym,  for  hys  godenesse, 
A  nuwne,  y  wene  a  pryores,  7808 

Sum  J> yng  of  hym  for  to  here 
))at  she  perauenture  my^t  of  lere ; 
Algate,  y  broght  hyt  so  to  an  ende, 


Qe  trop  poua  de  mal  li  cunta;b         6152 
t  De  luy  ne  fu  mie  pur  ceoc  pai£ ; 
A  flaelir  l'add  comaiuU'-. 

t  U  Vn  autre  ad  tost  apele, 

t  Si  li  demande  '  ou  ed  este  ?'  6156 

t  Cil  respund,  '  en  la  mier, 


1  Butcakle. 
4  fur>  fet. 

2  eyen. 
5  set. 

8  hauntyngg. 

a  A.  omits  'pou.'        b  mal  cunteis. 
c  Pur  coe  de  ly  ne  fu  pas  ben. 
d  Dunt  luy  ben  battre. 


f  §  Ou  mil  nefs  oc  fet  neyer.' e 

f  Sathan  1'ad  demande, 

t  *  Cwn  longement'  fu  entur  ceo?'       6160 

t  Le  deable  respimd  qef '  set  an^.' 

t  Sathan  se  coruce  meintenan^, 

Comanda  qe  il  fusts  batu ; 

leo  granterai  qe  il  fut  pendu^.  6164 

§  H  Al  drein,  vn  auant  veneit, 

t  A  ki  ad  dema/zd^  '  ou  ilh  esteitl' 

t  Cil  dit  '  qe  a  tewipter  out  est6 

Vn  seini  euesqe  ordene,  6168 

t  Mes  il  fu1  de  si  grant  buwte 
t  Qe  vnqesk  nel  poei  trere  a  pechie ; 
t  Mes  eel  seyr  ot  tant  espleite, 


t  Ke  il  quid  out  tut  auer  gaingne.1        6172 

t  Qe  une  noneine  li  uint  ver, 
Qe  il  out  pur  sa  buwtem  rnwlt  chier, 


8  muz  des  nefs  ai  fet  naier. 
'-'  i  out  este 

E  il  respunt  &  clist. 
&  Co  :n  an  de  k'il  fust  ben. 
h  il  demande  ou  a!6.         }  esteit.         k  Ke  il. 
1  A.  omits  this  line.        m  Ky  p.  sa  b.  le  out. 
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)3at,  what  tyme  pat  she  shul  Avende,     7812 

He  smote  here  a  lytyl  on  pe  hak 

Yn  pleyyng,  whan  he1  to  here  spak. 

God  wyst  what  was  yn  hys  po$t 

And  yn  hys  herte,  for  y  wyst  hyt2  no$t." 

Satan  asked  *  how  long  whyle          7817 
in'  hadde  be  aboute,  hym  to  gyle.' 
"  Fourty  wyntyr,  and  alle  yn  drede, 
$yt  my3t  y  neuer  so8  moche  spede,       7820 

neuer  er  bryng  hym  to  plygfit 
But  pat  y  ded  j>ys  same  nyjt." 
Ful  weyl  payd  was  Satanas 
J)at  he  hadde  broglit  hym  to  pat  cas  :  7824 
He  ros  a^ens  hym,  and  made  hywi  blysse, 
And  p/v/l'rcd  hym  hys  moupe  to  kysse, 
And  seyd, '  he  was  weyl  wurpy 
For  to  come  and  sytte  hym  by.'  7828 

Before  hem  alle,  pat  yche  tyde, 
he  sette  hym  by  hym,  syde  be5  syde, 
And  seyd,  "ende  pat  pou  hast  bygimne ;   j 
For  pat  pou    hast  do,  my  loue    pou   hast 
wimne."  7832 

}3ys  \-(  lii;  lew  pat  pere  lay, 
In  pe  temple  wtt/t  grete  affray, 

•we  for  sope  he  slept6  ful  lytyl, 
whan  he  herde  pat  grete  chapytyl;       7836 
\vf  he-  hadde  slept,  hym  m-drd  awake, 
\vi  he  were  wakynu',  ho  shulde  a7  quake, 
For  Satan  asked  pere  he  sat, 
"  who  lyp  PIMV,  and  what  ys  pat?         7840 

'lurst  so  hardy  he   [if.  52,  i>u.]   [a-tyn.  NM] 
T"  lye  pere  wt't/i-oute  Icue  of  me?  § 
Gope  swype,  one  or  two  to-gedyr. 
And,  what  In-  I.--,  l.ryn-cp  hym  liedyr." 
)>e  deuylys  come  un-to  hys  bedde,    7845 


he  0,  ahe  H. 


N,.. 


yfo,,,; 
»  by.      •  slope. 


ha. 


"  Le  eueske  vne.         b  Al.         °  set  ben. 

tl  cst.'.  [If.  48,bk.,col.  i'|- 
•  ke  li  out 


t  Ele,  quant  cung^  demands, 
t  Vne*  paumc  la  duna, 
De  surb  le  dors  le  feri  pur  iuer; 

t  Deu  sietc  qei  fu  en  sun  qeor ! ' 


6176 


t  Sathan,  le  deble  ad  dema/ide* 

1  Cum  longes  esteit  entur  ceo  ?  '  d       6  1  80 
t  *  Qarante  an^,  dit,  1'aueit6  te?wpte, 

Mes,  taut  fnf  plein  de  bunte, 
t  Ne  poeit  vn</es  trouer  en*  sun  qeor 

Pur  quant  qe  il  pouth  tempter,          61S4 
t  Fore  taut  cum  cele  nuyt  espleito.'  ' 
t  Le  grant  deable  de  ceo  sek  bien  paia  : 


T  Mi'intena?*t  encimtre  li 

t  E,  ueant  ces  cuwpainuws,  le  baisa, 


t  Eiustelile^osa;  6189 

Pus  apres  le  comanda™ 
j  '  Qe  parfet  ceon  qe  out  comence, 

Car  cel°  hure  out  bien  esplite.'         6192 


t  II  Le  gyu  dimt  ieo  vus  ay 
t  Qe  en  le  te?nple  fui  cuche, 
t  11  ne  dormi  tant  ne  q?, 


t  De  pour  esteit  tut  tremblant  6196 

t  Sathan  lesr  deable  ad  di'mande 
t  §  'Ki  gyseit  la,  san^  sun  cunge?' 


t  Coi  -\e  il  fust"  amend.1 

t  Pur  li  lea  deables  suiit'  6200 

•  K'il  ne  poait  v.  turner.         '«  Ic'il  lo  j>... 

>  le  teropU.        k  deble  tant.        »  say  tost  «e. 

mandel'a 

P  gen  d.  T.  at  cuntv.        *»  a  domiir  fu 
•  Coroande  ke  devant  ly  soit 
1  Let  deblea  ront  tost  pur  ly. 


250        The  Cross  protects  a  Jevj  from  Devils,  and  he  turns  Christian. 


Mes,  4>/"iit  il  viiulrent  \tres  de  luy, 
J  Areremein  chescun  i'uy,11 
*  Nul  de  eu$  nel  ad  tuche, 

bCar  tut  entur  sei  aueit  signe 

Quant  a  dormir  fu  cuch6e.b 
||  H  A  lur  mestre  sunt  return^, 
t  Qe  meintenant  les  ad  demande 

'  Pur  qei  nelc  vnt  amene?' 
t  "  Alla3,  alla$,"  vnt  tu^d  crie, 
t  "Le  void  vessel  i\e  ex/e  sign*'." 


And  styrte  a$en,  fey  were  so  dredde ;  J 
|)e  bedde,  ne1  hym,  ne  durst  fey  touche,  * 
So  had  he  marked  hym  w/t//  fe  crouche.- 

J3ey  turned  a$en  to  syre  Satan,  ||      7849 
And  seyd,  fey  durst  nat  brynge  fat  man. 
He  asked  '  why  }>at  chau?<ce  byfel ; ' 
Jjey  seyd,  hyt  was  "  a  lore3  vessel,       7852 
An  empty  vessel  fat  marked  was 
From  fe  and  fyne,  syre  Satanas ; 
)3e  vessel,  whan  hyt  fere  was  leyde, 
Vn-to  vs  hyt  longed  nede.4  7856 

Alas  f  e  whyle  fey  gu?me  to  reme  ! 
He  haf  hys  mark  fat  wyl  hym  ^eme." 

)3e  lew  fey  called  '  a  voyde  vessel,' 
And  forsof  e,  so  hyt  fel ;  7860 

Voyde  he  was  of  hys  lawe, 
For  he  forsoke  hyt  for  fyne  awe ; 
'  Lore,'5  for  he  hadde  nat  owe  lawe  take 
Seffe  he  hadde6  hys  owne  forsake.      7864 
For  fys  fyng,  y  hope  fey  seyd, 
And  called  f  e  lew  a  vessel  voyd. 
But  fey  my^t  nat7  do  hym  no  dere,  * 
Nofer  to  Satanas  lede  ne  bere ;  7868 

So  hadde  he  hym  w^tA  fe  croyce  blessed, 
J3at  of  hym  algate  fey  myssed. 
Jpe  fendes  and  syre  Satanas 
)?an  wente  awey,  cryying  '  alas  ! '          7872 

J3e  lewe  fo  asswyfe  a-ros, — 

drcd 

hyt  was  no  wundyr  fo$8  hym  gros, — 

Vn-to  f  e  bysshope  sone  he  $ede 

And  tolde  hym  what  he  sagh"  yn  dede  ;  7876 

])Q  crystendome  at  hym  he  toke, 

And,  hys  fals[e]  lawe  forsoke, 

And  beleued  oure  lawe  echedeyl,      ^Coi5*']bk'' 

And  f  e  bysshope  amended  hym  weyl.  7880   t  E  1'euesqe  se  amewda  bien. 


6204 


6208 


t  Le  gyuf  vnt  ;  vessel'  apele, 


En  ki  mil  bien  esteit*  troue  ; 


6212 


Pur  ceo  le  vssent  amene 
Qeh  void  esteit  de  bunte, 
t*  Mes  tucher  nel  poei»t  ly1  ma?/fef 
Kar  de  la  croiz  esteit1  signe.  6216 

f.  U  Les  deables  atant  siwtk  ale, 
t  E  le  gyu1  meintenawt  est 


t  Al  euesqe  ala  nuncier 
t  Qe  de  luy  oytm  cunter. 
t  Le  gyu  deuint  crestien, 


6220 


no. 


2  0.  has  above  a 


3  ler. 


4  al  nede.         8  Ler. 
7  '  nat '  omitted.         8 


6  Harl.  hadde  nat. 
J>ogh. 


a  A  reredos  chescun  resorti 
b~b  Omitted  in  B.         c  il  nel. 


taut  tost 


6  Coe  est  .i  ......  mes  il  est. 

f  gev.  8  ne  e.  h  Kar. 

!~l  ly  .  .  esteit  B,  qc  fu  signe"  A. 
k  A  tant  se  sunt  les  debles.         l  geu. 
m  Coe  ke  de  ly  ad  oy. 


The  Devil's  Pleasure  at  Orderd  Folks'  Sin.    Flee  Temptation,  as  St.  Jerome  did.  251 


)3ys  tali-  to  $ow  haue  y  tol 
h-«w  )?r  fendi:  halt  hym  bolde 
whan  he  ha)?  tvced  an  holy  man 
w/t//  any  U-mptacyiiN  fjat  he  kan,          7884 
hym  )?enkc)>  In-  ha)>  do  a  grete  chaff  are; 
Ami  namely  )>o  )>at  ordred  are, 
whrdyr  hyt  In-  yn  a  wo///man  handlyiig,  § 
<  >r  yn  any  of<  /•  lusty  J>yng  J  7888 

Jjarefore  lordynges  J>at  kun  wel  se, 
Aim-mi*-)1  ;ow,  pur  cliaryte, 
And  make))  nat  a-mys  )>e  toye, 
J)at  )>e  fende  of  5011  haue  loye.  7892 

Prest  wel  yMettred  ys  to  blaim-. 
;>'tU')>  nat,  for  divde  ne  shame, 
To  pley  w/t//  wo//nm-n,  and  to  rage;  § 
For,  aftyr  ;  . -urn))  outrage.        7896 

men  se,  and  haue  herd  seye, 
]3at  swyche  men  go  an  euyl  weyc.   J 

3yue  )>oii  a-iiiong  ln-m  mayst  na2  lyue, 
But  some  algati-  on  )>e  clyue,  7900 

J>ou  ensample  at  seynt  lerom  ; 
Do  as  he  dyd,  and  go  fro  horn. 

Seynt  lerom  wente  yn-to  deserte, 
For  drede  of  synne  and  foly  grete.       7904 
M'-n  asked  hym  why  he  )>edyr  ^ede, 
In-  wa-?  an  holy  man  yn  dede ; 

"to  fle, 
V  divdd»-  hyt  wldi-  ha  maystred  me;   7908 

••  of  womm.-in  wyl  w/t//  me  fy^t, 
And  y  fele  me  yn  inoche  vnmy^t. 
For  3yf  y  a-l.yd«-  ^  '• 

l.al  fall.-  OF  f.ivl-;  T'.'ll' 

Aii'l  ;yf  y  fle  J>at  y«-hi;  l»-k 
\  li"j"'  J'.tii  y  may  !•<•  s.-kyi  :  " 
•re  me  )>enke|),  foles  are  fo 

uid  m..w[.-]  I,.-  )-.,:  7916 

]  80  )>0  de)>  to  1  [ItafftS] 

\\han  j'.-y  mow  fle,  hem  self  to  saue. 

fen-  :  1  at  hum. 

1  nat. 


t  *[  Pur  ceo,  v«*'  ai  ieo  ceo*  cunte, 
t  Tutb  qrndent  les  deables  auer  gaine  • 

§   Qwant  home  ad  lV///me  folemeut  tuche, 

t  Nomemewt  si  il  seit  or»i 
Par  tant,  «e  deiuentc  chastier     [leai  isi] 
Ces  qe  veille?«t  od  femmesd  iuer  ; 


t  Mes  trop  deit  prestre  estre  blame 
§  Qe  maine  femme6  nule  fee; 

Mes  il  kif  su/it  plus  pres  ale^, 
I  As  deables*  comand  tiels  ordenej  ;    6232 

Ou  de  ce,  se  rhustii-ruwt, 
t  Ou  a  vifs  deables  irruwt.h 


•  ai  ceat  example         '•  K.-  tut.        c  ilusi»nt. 
d  Ceus  ki  oue  f.  u.-i-  .  .••  a. 

1  A.  omit*  'ki.'        «  -i  h  a'm  irrunt. 


-  5  _    Of  Priests'  Wives.    Others  do  Wrong  all  day.    On  Women  who  sin  ivith  Priests. 

Jjenkef  on  fe  drede  of  seynt  lerom,     7920 
And  wommans1  felawshepe  for  to  fle 
For  doute  of  sywne,  for  so  ded  he. 

But  of  wpnmeii  hyt  ys  grete  wundyr, 
hyt  fare))  -with  hem  as  fyre  and  tundyr ; 
Comuwiy  forsake  fey  none  7925 

)5at  cue?'  ys  made  of  flessti  and  bone. 

>yf  she  wulde  to  foly  here  take,  II  Memeille  est  de  la  deblesce 

\>Q  prest  algate  she  my$t  forsake  ;         7928       Qe  cowsent  de  estre  p?-estresce ;         6236 
For  fer  ys  none,  fat  she  ne  may 
Haue  a  sengle  man  to  here  pay. 
And  $yf  she  wulde  algate  mysdo, 
A  knaue  myjt  best  beseme  here  to,      7932 
))an  hyt  were  to  take  a  prest, 
For  synne  and  sclauwder  were  fere  lest. 
But  how  as  euer  men  preche  or  spelle, 
Of  prestes  wyues  men  here  euer  telle.  7936    t  De  prestresces  ai  oy  mwlt  cwzter, 

Of  oufer  wyues  y  wyl  nagHt  say, 
)3ey  do  nat  wrong,  but  al  day ; 
But  y  dare  sey,  as  y  hane  herde, 
On  Englys  toung2  to  alle  ]>e  werlde.    7940 

3yf  f  yr  be  ofer  mayden  or  wyfe 

J)at  dysturblef  fe  holy  lyfe  Mes  tu$  iurs  a  drein  les  oy  dawpner. 

Of  fe  prest,  furgh  lecchery,  E  ceo  ne  e^  miea  merueille, 

A^ens  here  shal  kalle  and  crye  7944       Car  prestreceb  peche  san^  faille         6240 

Alle  fat  are  yn  paradys,  t  cEn  tvi^  ceus  qe  simt  en  ciel, 

And  alle  fat  yn  purgatory  lys ;  §  J  E  ceus  qe  suwt  en  vie  mortel, 

And  alle  fat  are  yn  f ys  lyue  J  §  E  tu^  ceus  qe  suwt  mort ; 

A^ens  here  shul  aryse  and  stryue ;        7948       Ore  oie^  cum  eole  ad  tort.c  6244 

For  eue?*y  prest,  aftyr  f  e  sacre",  t  U  Car  le  oiste  qe  le  p?*estre  ad  sacr6 

He  partef  fere  Goddys  body  yn  fre,3  t  En  tiers d  sur  Tauter  es£  depesce, 

And  offref  hem  to  f  e  fadyr  yn  heuene 
On  fys  wyse,  as  y  shal  neuene;  7952 

The  fyrst  he  offref  hem  to  blys,  °  ||  Le  un  ofre  le  prestre  pur  les  vifs, 

To  hem  fat  yn  heuene  ys ; 4 

)3e  tofer  he  offref  for  vs  alle  here,  ||  [if. 53,001.2]  °  L'autre  pur  ceus  qe  su?ite  en  parais,  6248 
ftat  we  to  hym  be  bof  e  lefe  and  dere ;  7956 

1  wommerw.  2  tonge.  a  mile.         b  la  prcstresse. 

3  ]>er  j>e  vble  yn  >re.  °— c       E  a  tuz  ceus  ki  sunt  vif  ou  mort, 

4  0.  gloss  '  ben. '  Ore  oiez  c\\m  ele  fet  grant  tort. 

d  treis.        e  pur  les  almes. 


Curses  on  the  Women  who  make  Priests  sin.     On  Priests'  Mares.     A  Ta/c.     253 


7964 


7968 


}3e  J>ryde  he  offrej)  to  haue  meni6ry 
For  soules  fat  are  yn  purgatory, 
}5at  God  bryng  hem  oute  of1  peyne 
And  brynge  to2  fe  ioye  fat  ys  certeyne. 

she  douf  ful  moche  a-mys,  7961 
///man  J)at  dysturblef  alle  f  \ 

f  o  soules  are  no  ]>yng  § 

heped  w/t/i  fat  offryng, 
N"}>  /  vs  to  cunseyl,  or  to  rede, 

vt  helpej)  nat  fe  dede; 

farefore  fat  now  are, 
Ami  fat  shul  be,  ami  now  are  fare, 
Shul  daiupne  fat  wowman  to  be  lore, 
And  curse  fe  tyme  fat  she  was  bore  ; 
And  farwj't//-alle,  ne  shal  she  be  quyt, 

ial  hyre3  dampm."  hyiv  owne  ynwvi 
)5it  ylir  day  fat  alle  shal4  ryse  7973 

Before  Ihe«u,  fat  hygli  lustyse.  * 
l<»kff,  ;.•  wy///im-n,  what  30  do! 
3yf  $e  dyd  oght,  dofe  no  more  so,        7976 
Or  harder  penaimce,  vfitfi  bytter  teres, 
.Shul  $e  do  here,  or  elles  wheres. 
Ami  slianie  hyt  ys  euer5  aywhare 
To  be  kalled  '  a  prestos  mare.' 

Of  swych  one,  y  shal  $o\v  telle 
|3at  f  e  fendU  bare  to  hdle  ; 
J)ys  chaii7ici:  fyl,  fat  ys  so  hard, 
Vn  fe  tyine  of  gode  Edward,  — 
Kdward,  syn-  H.-nry.-s  soiie,  — 
And  |?e  tale  ys  weyl  to  DO 


7980 


A  tale 


7984 


La  tierce  pur  ceus  en  purgatoire, 
t  Qe  Deu  de  euj  eit*  memoire ; 

Mwlt  fet  certes  grant  surfet 
Qeb  dignement  nel  ad  otfert; 
Prestresse  desturbe  la  dignete 
De  prestre  od  ki  ad  pec  be ; 
Pur  ceo,  tant  qec  est  en  luy, 
•  Desturbe  qe  ild  ne  seit  oy 
§  Pur  les  sauue$  Deu  loer, 
|  Ne  pur  les  vifs  &  more  prier, 
t  Pur  ce,  qwaus  qe  sunt  &  se/Tiint, 
t  Al  drein  iur  les  escome/<.ureru//t. 


t  E  sa  demeiue  conscience 
Encu?itre  li  durra  sentence  ; 
Od  le  dt-ablu  da;/{.pn4  serra6 
Q  .'nit  Ihemi  li  roy  iugera.6 


6260 


t  Vne  cuwte  ai  oy  cuwter,      [i«»n.M 

[Edward  I,  died  1307,  son  of  Henry  III.] 
t  Qe  ne  est  inief  a  celer. 


'/'///'  Taleoj  tl»-  Priest9*  Concu- 
l>iiie,  and  how  Fi<  i«i<  con 
'her  Dead  llo<ly.\ 

is  a  prest  ryjt  amerous, —  § 
imerous  men  are  lecliours  ; —       7988 

1  of  i.  to.        *  here. 

4  shalO,  |»t  H.        s  y^  II. 


iioa  iure  aui;it  en  Engletore, — 
Pur  ceo  lo  deuej  \u*  ineuj*  crere,— ( 

•  aitdoeus.         '•  Ky  (If.  -ll>.  col.  '2\. 

d  le  prettre.       •  //.  tntuipows  these  two  Hue*. 

r  fest  mie  bon.        *  mcux  le  d« 


Talc  of  the  Priest's  Concubine,  and  how  Fiends  carried  off  her  Corpse. 


7992 

[eafM,  back] 


8000 


£ys  prest,  fe  moste  part  of  hys  lyfe, 

Helde  a  wowman  as  hys  wyfe, 

Jjat  no  tynie  he  hare1  lete, 

S<5  fogfit  hym  fe  symie  swete. 

Yn  sywne,  and  yn  foly  dcsyre, 

Foure  chyldryn  lie  gate  on  hyre. 

)3ese  chyldryn,  as  fey  wox2  more, 

He  sette  hem  vn-to  scole  to  lore ; 

So  fey  lerncde,  fat  fe  f  re 

were  ordeyned,  prestes  to  be ; 

))e  fourf  e  sone  was  a  scoler, 

To  lerne  more  he  dyde  hys  power. 

when  fey  were  prestys,  here  fadyr  deyde, — 

pe  prest  fat  y  er  of 3  seyde, — 

)3ys  yche  wo??iman  lefte  a-lyue 

Aftyr  hym  foure  $ere  or  fyue.  8004 

Jpese  foure  chyldryn  had  grete  foght 

How  fey  were  yn  sywne  furfe  broght, 

And  how  here  modyr  leued  ynne, 

Alle  here  lyfe,  yn  dedly  synne ;  8008 

)3ey  preyde  here,  for  alle  chauwce, 

To  be  of  gode  repentaurcce, 

And  forfynke  here  mysdede 

wz't/i  sorow  of  hert,  and  wyf  drede.      8012 

But  fus  answered  she  to  hem  alle, 
"  For  no  fyng  fat  may  befalle, 
Shal  y  neuer  repente  me 
whyle  y  haue  $ow  prestes  f re 
))at  for  me  mow4  rede  and  synge,   j 
And,  ful  weyl,  me  to  blys  brynge ; 
80  may  my  soule  to  God  be  broght 
For  any  syraie  fat  I  haue  wroght ; 
But  wylle  ^e  alle  foure  do 
A  fyng  fat  y  prey  30 w  to  1 
kepyj)  my  body,  at  ^oure  my3t,  § 
))re  dayys,  and  J>re  ny^t, 


§  Vn  prestre  esteit  ainerus, 
t  Sa  fewme  tint  tu^  ces  iurs, 
t  En  saa  vie  ne  la  lessa, 
t  Taut  en  sun  peche  se  deliU  ; 

t  Qatre  fi^  de  luy  engendra, 


7996    t  Al  escoleb  les  enm-ia  : 


8024 


1  here.         2  woxe.         3  er  of  0,  er  H. 


a  tute  sa.         b  e.  de  aprendre  les  ... 
c  sei  ordiner. 


t  Les  treis,  fist  prestres  ordener  ; 

t  Le  qwart,  reniist  escoler, 
Taut  en  1'apn'se  se  delita 
Qe  ordener  seyc  ne  hasta. 

t  Le  prestre  apres  est  de-vie  ;  d 

t  La  prestresse  en  vie  demore. 

t  Les  treis  prestres  e  1'escoler 
Pur  1'alme  lur  pere  fuwt  prier; 


t  Lur  mere  vnt  amoneste 

t  Qe  se  repenti6  de  sun  peche. 


8016 


8020 


6272 


6276 


6280 


6284 


t  Mes  ele  bien  lurf  diseit 
t  '  Qe  ia  ne  se  repentireit, 

t  Pus  qe  tiels  fi^  out  engendre** 

Qe  seruir  poeint  da??ipne  D^e ;          6288 

"  E  ma  alme  pet  estre  sauue 
J  Si  v^,"  dist,h  "  pur  mei  eie^  chante ; 


f  Tant,1  apres  ma  mort,  face^, 

§  Qe  treis  iurs  et  miij  me  veille^- 
Si  tant  garder1  me  poe^ — 


6292 


d  deuie.         e  K'el  repentist. 

*  e.  a  eus  pwr  ueir  [If.  49,  bk.]. 

8  ported         h  dist  A,  om.  B.         i  Mes  tant. 

k  en  tere  me  garde}  A,  treis  .  .  B. 

1  garder  tant. 


of  the  Priest's  Concubine,  and  how  Fiends  carried  off  her  Corpse.     '255 


Yn  }••  .vhaii  y  am  dede, 

Aii-1  y  liMji,-  I..-  sau'-l  fro  )>e  quede, 

J)ogfc  y  haue  lyued  a  synful  lyfe, 

And  haue  be  called  a  pivstrs  xwfe."    8028 

J3a'  ;  fvy  '-U'  /-y  deyl, 

F  11  f-  ha1  d<>  hyt  wrle. 

Sone  uftynvard  >h<-  eiiyld,        [If.  5S,  bk.,  col.  «] 
And  d.-y.l  SU//IHT  fan  sin-  wylde.    *      8032 
here  chyldryn,  as  fvy  liadde  here2  het, 
ike  here  body  were  )>ey  set  : 

\_rht  J>at  j?ey  shulde  here  wak«-, 
At  mydny;t  }v  l>eix;  gan  to  quake  ;       8036 
Here  :  vs  )>at  saye  hyt  stere,  § 

:i  limnl,3  and  helde  \>e  bore; 
.^  /'  men  hadde  swydie  divde   || 
)3at  •  •ii'.'/'y  man  liys  w«;y  $ede  ;  -S040 

niri<.-hi:  divde  and  hydous  syght 

J?ey  un  J?«-  fyrst  ny$t. 
t"^-,-  ny^t  |>at  |)e  cliyldryn  woke,  £ 
At  J-e  mydnyjt  J?e  IM-IT  quoke,   j  8044 

And  alle  )>at  sate  or  )wby  stode, 
\viMidi:  lia  wox4  wo<le  : 
:iy^t  sli«-\v.-d  lit-  nioiv  liys  iro,   * 
)3at  liys  |...\v.-r  \vas  moclie  yn  liyre.       8048 
\\il/t  snruwful  >:y$t  and  grete  affray 
II     h-.jli  ^.-  l»ody  )>ere  hyt  lay, 

1  to  )>e  dore  )>e  fende  hyt  broght;   J 

fyrj>.-r  my;t  1.  8052 

Here  foure  sones,  w/t//  miH-hr  jn-yne, 
Efte  hadde  \>e  body  yn  a^eyne  ; 

^e  body  a  rope  )>ey  wonde, 
:     bere  fast  J>ey5  bond-  ;  8056 

So  algate  |>e  body  w/t//  hem  lefte; 
^at  ny^t  v.  .it  refte. 

)>e  )>re«l  ny^t,  nioste  sorow  gan  falle  ; 


9  hamlc. 


a  |«y  here 
4  hane  woxe.         *  hyt 


t  En  ceste  ma  mesun  qe  v?/«*  veej, 
t  Sau uc  tu$  iur;  q///«h-rai  estre, 

t  Tut  seie  ieo  fenmie  a  i)restre." 
t  "  Ceb  ben  fru»w,"  ces  fi^  diseient; 
t  Qe  legere  cliose  fust,c  qutd<- 


*  La  !'»•///  me  apres  est  deuie, 

Mfl  ti;  >nntd  assemble  6300 

ler  lur  iner*',  en;//  vnt1'  premis, 
t  Treis  inis,  tant  <-u///  ele  fuf  uifs. 
t  La  premere  nuyt  i^  1'unt  v.-ille,  [ir. 

Ve?-s  la  mie  nuyt,  "ii  \> 

Lur  p/'/st  vn«-  '_'/-'/nt^  jK)ur, 

E  sodeincm«-;<t  viie  hydiir; 

Bienh  poeit  sail'/-  chi-seuM  ln>m 

Qe  deables1  furewt  on  la  mesun  ; 
§  La  bere  unt  regardek  tu^, 

Qe  sudeinemewt  e^  escu^  ; 
||  A  la1  fute  se  suwt  tu^  nii<, 

Sul  ces  63™  su;/t  n-mis. 

Cele  nuyt  atant  est  passe, 
°  E  vn  autren  I'lint  veille.0 
*  Mes  le  deablep  vout  inustrcr 

Qe  a  lai  femm«-  nut  ,ur/-"nt  poer; 
|  A  vn  hure  de  la  nuyt 

A  grant  hairr  la  Ijere  escuit,1 
I  leqes  1'us  le  cors  vnt  tret, 

Pur  folie  qe  la  fewime*  out  fet  ; 

Chalenu'  i  mistrent,  ce  fu  dreit, 

Le  deable  qeu  serui  aueit 

Xepurq//'/nt,  le  cors  vnt  garde 
Ces  fi$  a  cele  mile," 
*E  PM/-  :  :t  seurte, 

t  Le  cor«  a  la  b«-r.-  vnt  lie.' 


6304 


6308 


6312 


6316 


6320 


•   V/,  Mit  vint  la1  tierce  nuit, 

lK)i  detluit!" 


b  De  coo.        c  fu  coe. 
d  aunt  tuz.         •  aueient.         f  estoit 
«  tre  g.        »'  Ke  ben.        '  Ix»  deblet  ke  ele  B. 


k  eagarde*.        >  La  gent  a  la.        "sea  .iiij.  fiz. 
n  Vu  au  tre  nuit.         °  eueille^         P  deblaa, 
'  .n  cole.        r  air.        •  eacuit  D,  eacut  A. 
t  la  f.  ke  ele.        «  doblea  ke,         *  uuiteV. 
l-J  (hiiittf.i  in  B.        «  a  It. 
••  dednit  B,  dedut  A. 
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At  fe  mydnyjt,  as  fey  woke  alle,         8060 

Come  feudes  fele,  vtith  lofely  brous, 

And  fylden  alle  ful  fe  hous,     * 

jjey  toke  fe  body  and  f  e  bere  J 

wyj)  lotHly  cry,  fat  alle  my$t  here ;      8064 

And  bare  hyt  furf  e  f  «t  none  wyst  whore, 

wzt/i-outew  ende  for  euennore. 

here  sones  hyt  seyd,  and  hoped  wel, 

)3at  body  and  soule  was  lore  eche  deyl.  8068 

J?e  Congest  sone  fat  was  a  scole?*e, 
He  preched  fys  yn  stedys  here  j1 
jjurgh"  Ingland,  yn  euery  cuntre, 
he  tolde  ]jys  tale  of  grete  pyte,   J          8072 
Oueral  as  he  went  a-boute, 
(He  spared  nofer  for  shame  ne  doute) 
A^eus  wy??imen  fat  prestes  take, 
For  hys  owne  modyr  sake ;  8076 

For  to  dampne  and  stroye  fat  synne,  § 
Jjat  no  wo??mian  falle  f er-ynne. 

3e  wowmeu,  f enkef  on  fys  tale, 
And  takef  hyt  for  no  troteuale  !  8080 

Goddes  veniau^ce  was  hyt,  and  hys  Ire, 
To  amende  vs  alle  for  lone  of  hyre. 

Yn  a  prouerbe,  telle  men  fys, 
"He  wyys  ys,  fat  ware  ys,"  [6-»yii. une]  8084 
And  wysdom  es,2  and  feyre  maystrye, 
To  chastyse  vs  wyf  oufres  folye. 

Of  prestes  kan  y  sey  no  f yng, — 
So  seyd  y  at  fe  bygynnyng, —  8088 

^Nofer  of  clerkys  neue?*  a  deyl, 
))ey  wote3  what  ys  ylle  and  weyl ; 
But  fus  haue  y  herde  for  certeyn, 
Yn  f  e  worlde  ys  none  so  gode  skryueyne — 
ftogfc  he  were  wyser  fan  Salamon         8093 
And  bettyr  langaged  fat4  was  Mercyon 


sere. 


3  wete. 


)>an. 


cors. 


c  Si  levent. 


a  les. 

d  e  le.         e  Ke  vnke.         *  Sicuwi  ses  e. 

8  Le  tiz  ki  esteit.         h  muz  de  lus. 


Car,  tant  cum  cesa  63  vnt  veille, 
t  Od  sa  cuwpainie  viut  li  mauf^, — 

Tant  i  furent  de  felun 
*  Qe  pleine  esteit  la  mesun, —  6332 

|  Le  mortb  vnt  meintenawt  seisi, 
t  E  leuec  vn  horrible  cri ; 
t  La  bere  eld  cors  unt  enport^ 

Vnqese  pus  ne  fut  troue ;  6336 

t  En  enfern  le  portere?*t, 

Cum  ces  enfaii}  lef  quiderewt. 
t  U  Le  tiers  63,  le*  escoler, 
t  En  mutes  leu$  leh  ala  precher  6340 

t  Encimtre  p?*estresses  en  Engletere, 


Pur  fere  la  gent  meu}  luy1  crere ; 

§  Ak  plws  da??ipner  cest  peche,1 

|  Le  cunte  par  tut  ad  cunte.1  6344 

Ces  freres,  tesmoine  lem  unt  porte 
Qe  ceo  auint  a  eel  dunt  furent  ne.u 


1  E  pur  .  .  le  meux. 

1  B.  transposes  these  two  lines. 


pur. 


t  U  De  fols  prestres  rien  ne  di 

t  °Car  nus  la  sus  premis  auu?/*  6348 

t  Qe  des  clers  rien  ne  dirrum ; 

Pur  ceo  pa?*ler  de  eu$  rie  volum,0 
t  Mes  dep  tant  seit  cliescuw  certein, 
t  Qe  en  le  muwd  ni  ad  si  bon  escriuein — 
t  Si  il  fust  cu??^(l  Salomon  sage,  6353 

t  E  cum  Marciun  de  bon  langage, 

m  Ses  f.  t. 

n  eel  .   .  116  B,  lur  mere  Tost  apr<?s  la  mort 
lur  pere  A. 

°— °         Kar  avant  promis  le  auom  : 

Pur  coe  de  ens  paner  ne  uolum, 
Kar  le  ordre  auiler  ne  deuom.     B. 

P  de  B,  da  A.         <i  autant  c\\m. 
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8108 


8111 


And  leued  yn  age  a  bousend  $ere  — 

•fMM 

Ne  nmt  telle  be  sorow  and  were,         8096 

suffirc 

Ne  be  peyne,  bat  be  preste  shal  «1: 
£at  hau/<teb  bat1  synne  of  lecchcry. 

•  \\TotIi  whan  any  bus  precheb, 
I  Jut  holy  wryt  bus  vs  telleb2  and  techeb. 

v  turne  we  a^en  bere  we  spak      8101 
Of  handlyng  sywne,  bat  yche  lak  ; 
Y  tolde  of  handlynij  synne  as  y  koube, 
And  now  wyba  1'oly  kyssynij  w/t//  monbe. 

kyssyng  dobe  moche  more  euyl         8105 
wlian  handlyng  cumb  of  be  deuyl  ; 
Some  wene  bat  kyssyng  ys  no  synne, 
But  grete  peryl  falleb  ber-ynue. 
Be  bou  neuer  so  chaste  and  straunge, 
kyssyng  wyl  byn  liertti  chauwge  ; 
Hyt  ys  forbode,  l)e  bou  weyl  ware, 
But  $yf  hyt  be  here,  bat  furbe  be4  bare  ;  J 
|5y  wyfr  bou  uiayst  kysse  vrilh  ry$t,  § 

:i  8u?tt  poynt  mayst  bou  falle  yn  ply$t. 

t  lerom,  he  spekeb5  of  bys, 
<)u.  /•  moche  for  to  daunte  and  kysse 
Daimte  a  wcwiman  oute  of  skylle, 
\vh»-n  no  tyme  were,  she  wyl  ber-tyl. 

:»?r  ber  ys  of  foule  kyssyng, 
As  ys  of  dede  and  of  handh 
llfb6  ofte  yn  pryuyte, 
15ut  bat  shal  nat  be  tolde  for  me  ; 

les,  hyt  mote  be  tolde 

.ryftii,  bobe  wit/t  junge  and  olde. 

I  maner  kyssyng  ys  ful  grete  vyce, 

wo?«mens  hertys  to  synne  wyl  tyse  ; 
And  who  si  i  drlytfb  hym  ber-ynne, 

:n.  11  to  foly  for7  to  wynne,  8128 

Y  do  hym  weyl  to  vndyrstande, 


8116 


8120 


8123 


2   Ti 

•  spek>  0. 


falb. 


»  of. 

'80. 


h-  fur}-. 


»  ne  B,  om.  A.         b  ne  le  li,  n.rl  A  ( If.  30J. 
stre.         d  Ky  tel.         •  haunt. 
•  0   8TNNR. 


6360 


6364 


t  K  mil  an$  vesqui  par  age  — 

t  Le  mal  ne»  cu?ttereit,  nelb  damage,  6356 

t  Ne  la  peyne,  qe  ilc  auera, 

t  Prestre  qe  cestd  pech6  hantera  ; 

Trop  dust  auer  grant  hydur, 

Prestre  qe  meine6  tiel  folur. 

De  ceo  seit  a  taut  lesse, 

Auantf  alu//'  a  vn  autiv  p« 
t  *1J  De  tucher  fe??tme,  parlai  auant, 

Cum  ceo  est  folie  grant  ; 
t  Ore  v*w  dirrai  del  beiser,* 

Pu#  qe  est  si  grant  mal  leh  tucher. 


IT  Home  deit  en  nule  rnanere 
|  Beiser  fewme,  fors  sa  n. 

Ou  sa  score  par  auenture  ; 

A  autre  beiser  ne  eit'  cure. 
§  Ki  fe??ime  ad  espuse", 

Baiser  la  peot  a  sun  gre* ; 
||  Nepurqwant,  purrak  perhn 

Home  mari  od1  sa  mulier 

Si  a  vtrage  Tad  ame, 

t  Ceo  nus  ad  seint  lerome  cu/'tr. 
t  U  Par  folement  dauneer 

vus  maleme?itm  pecher; 


G37L' 


Ne  est  mie  poi  maln  turner  le  qeor 
A  folie  de  home,  v  de°  muli.  i , 
§  Vn  home  peot  a«*  deables  al«-r 


'  Si.         •-•  Ke  vu*  dirrai  ice  de  beter. 
h  ke  ai  gr.  m.  fet.        «  ait  il.        k  si  poet 
1  H.  oue.        m  »>• 
n  Oront  mal  est  n 

o  De  bon  h.  ou  de  bone.       P  Cely  poet  tost  a. 

8 
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So  may  he  go  yn  deuyl  hande.  §  Qe  souent  sert  do  tiel  mester. 

3yt  mayst  Jjou  sywne  yn  lecherye 
Yn  )>e  lokyng  of  )>yn  y$e  -,l  8132 

Beholde  nat  wywmen  ouer  mochyl ; 2  f  U  Ces  oils*  en  fe?wne  ne  deit  fichir, 

Here  sy$te  make))  mennys  Jjoghtcs  fykyl ;  Ki  de  eel  peche  se  uelt  garder ;         6384 
And  who-so  haj)  a  feble  herte, 
liys  ye1  ys  euer  ouerthuerte.                  8136 

]3yn  ye1  ys  J>yn8  messager  t  Car  fol  oyl  est  messager, 

To  brynge  )>y  dede  yn  powere ;  Bien  le  sachej,  de  fol  qeor. 
Yn  swyclie  sy$t  ys  moche  gylte ; 
Shryue  j>e  J>e;-of  $yf  J>ou  wylt.                8140 

3yt  ys  )>er  4  more  of  lecherye  II  Chescvw  se  garde  vtreme/it 

feat  ys  do  wz't/t  sorsorye,  Qe  il  ne  face  enchanteme?*t                6388 

Sorsorye  J?at  ys  wycchecrafte ;  f  Pur  tiel  mester,  neb  sorcerie  ; 

He  ]>at  ys  wz't/i  )>e  fende  lafte                8144  Car,  si  vole}  qe  veirs  vws  die, 

Grete  synne  hyt  ys,5  y  ^eue  ]>e  a  3yfte;  [5*bk.]  f  Ceo  serreit  g?-antc  mortel  peche ; 

)3enk  ))er-on  yn  }>y  shryfte.  f  En  co?ifessiun  ne  seitd  cele.                6392 

To  man  J>at  ys  yn  gode  beleue,  f  Nepurqwant,  bon  creistien 

wycchecrafte  shal  hym  neuer  greue ;    8148  f  Enchanteme?it  ne  dute  rien  ;e 
Be  j)ou  yn  gode  lyfe,  and  byleue  ry^t, 
And  alle  J?e  Avecches6  wyf  alle  here  my^t 
Shul  neuer  drecche  )>e7  where-so  fou  art 
with  no  queyntyse  of  here  artt :            8152 

))at  shewe))  weyl  seynt  Cypryene,  t  Ceo  mustra  ben  seint  Cyprien 

he  was  a  nygromancyene,  t  Qe  fu  nigromancien  ;                          6396 

liow  he  my3t  neuer  a  mayden  wynne    8155  t  Deceyure  ne  poutf  la  pucele 
with  wycchecrafte  here  pogftte  to  synne  : 

why  I  For  here  lyfe  was  gode  and  clene,  f  Qe  en          ^  ^            ga  mame]le 
And  stedfaste  byleue  yn  here  was  sene. 

[The  Tale  of  St.  Justyne,  and  how  the  Sign  of  the  Cross  protected 

her  from  Devil sJ] 

Yn  Antyoche,  Jjat  noble  cyte,            A  tale,  f  II  Car  en  Antioche  la«  cite 

wonede  )>ys  mayden  of  grete  bounte ;  8160  f  Vne  pucele  esteit  benure",                   6400 

here  name  men  calle  seynt  lustyne,  t  lustine  fu  la  virgineh  noni(5, 

For  Ihesu  Cryst  she  suffred  pyne.  t  Qe  pws  pur  Deu  fu  martiri^e. 

1  eye.         2  mykyl.         3  >y.         4  )>yr.  a  Ses  oiz.         b  ou.         c  grant  [If.  50,  col.  2]. 

6  hyt  ys  0,  om.  H.         6  wycches.  d  seit  dunke.         e  de  ren. 

7  J>e  0,  om.  H.  f  pout  lustine  la.  .  .       «  la  boue.       h  la  v.  fu. 
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whan  she  had  take  crystendam  t  Apres  qe  ele  fu  baptise, 

3«de 

•  lav  to  scole  she  nam,  8164   t  L'escole  hanta  la  benure*  ;  6404 

To  f  e  scole,  for  to  lere 
)3e  loue  of  God,  and  haue  hyt  dere. 

And  as  she  went  to  )>e  scole  hous,  Vns*  Agladius  la  regarda 

A  lorde  fat  hyghte  '  Agladyus  '-          8168   t  Souewt  qwant  al  escole  ala  ; 

;  lystn-  and  a  syre  —  §  Suspn's  fu  tost  de  sa  beaute", 

was  a-namourd  so  on  hyre  t  En  sun  qeor  Tad  coueite.b  6408 

pat  he  ne  wyst  what  do  he  my$t, 
She  was  so  semely  by  sy$t.  §  8172 

He  come  vn-to  Cypryene,  t  Le  feolc  a  Cyprien  est  ale, 

lerk,  fys  nygromancyene, 

And  tolde  hym  al  fe  enchesim  f  Si  ad  sa  temptaciun  cunte, 

<  >l  hys  grete  temptacyu//.  8176 

Fast  he  preyde,  and  hette  hym  mede          t  Premis  li  ad  dunsd  duner 
>      f>at  he  coude  do  suw  dede,  Pur  les  deables  enchanter,  6412 

hyt  ^ode',  were  hyt  ylle,1 
frit  he  my$t  haue  of  here  hys  wylle.    8180   t  Qe  il  luy  fussen0  eydant 

tyne,"  he  seyd  fan,  "  hatte2  she  t  Iustinef  auer,  qe  il  ama  tank 

J?e  fey  re  may  den  fat  marref  me." 

I  Cypryene  hette  hym  for  of  hys  [Mbk.,c.«j 
}>e  may  den  shulde  be  hys.  8184 

Cypryene  made  fan  hys  queyntyse,  t  Cest  Cyprien  se  est  entremis 

And  ded  fe  fendys  many  one8  vpryse,  t  De  cuniurer  les  enimis;          0*^  is*,  cd.  i] 

And  comauTided4  fat  lustyne  were  lede         t  gLa  pucele  les  comanda  mener,         6417 
Vn-to  syre  Agladyous  bed.  "  Alej,"  dist,  "  san^  targer."8 

:  -rnie  of  here  fadyr  and  modyr  fey  nam, 
And  yn  liere  lykenes  to  lustyne  cam, 
And  badde,  here  wyl  shulde  be  went 
To  Agladyous  comaundement.  8192 

lustyne  hadde  grete  wundyr  of  fys, 
And  wyf  fe  croys  she  gan  here  blys, 
J)an  f  oy  ''  vanysahed  aweye  asswyf  e  ; 
She  fanked  God  and  was  ful  blyfc.     8196 
Jjryys6  fey  come,  on  fre  manere, 
Before  lustyne  to  apere  ; 


»-»  wy>  gode,  wer«  hyt  wy)>  yl.        *  hat  »  Vn  horn.        »»  dedi^.        «  foL 

>•••.        4  comaundecU  hem.  <*  de  aoen.        °  cu»  a  1  y  fusont.        f  Do  I. 

9  And  )«y  0,  >an  «  |>ryi.  «-«        San/.  Urger,  fet  il,  alez, 

B  cele  pucele  me 
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And  here  cunseyl  was  euer  Jms 

••  \ve  rede  $ow  take  Agladyus."  8200 

At  euery  tyme  jrat  Jms1  J?ey  here  besoght,         Mes  vne  fee,  &  autre,  sunt"  ale, 

J)e  croys  was  euer  yn  here  )>oght, 

And  made  hyt  euer  hem  betwene, 

And  alle  here  cunseyl  was  no  more  sene  ;       t  E  rien  ne  vntb  espleite*  ;  6420 

hadde  none  of  hem  lenger  powere        8205       Ein^  suwt  uencu$  returnu, 

wttA  here  to  speke,  or  come  here  nere.  Pus  qe  la  pucele  se  out  signed  c 

|)ryys2  oue?'come  hadde  )>ey  bene, 

And  jms  J>ey  tolde  to  Cypryene.  8208       Cyprien  biend  veeit 

,w7dyr  Qe  le  deable  espleiter  ne  poeit  :         6424 

Cypryene  hadde  grete  ferly,  f  ^eintenant  radPapel^ 

And  asked  '  for  whom  hyt  was,  and  why          «  DJ  moy>»  dist)e  «  ^  verit^ 

J)at  Jjey  ne  my^te  of  here  spede,  Come^t  la  crestiene  pucele 

But  euer  ouercome  awey  J?ey  ^ede.'      8212   t  V«*  ad  vencu,  qe  est  si  bele."  6428 

)5an  spak  to  hym  a  fende  of  helle,  f  Le  deable  respuwd,  "  ceo  sache^, 

"  Syker  me  here  with  me  to  dwelle,  f  Dire  utts  ne  pus,  si  me  ne  iure^."  f 

And  Jjat  )>ou  ne  shalt,  for  loue  ne  eye, 

Beleue  on  fat  y  shal  J>e  seye."  8216 

whan  he  hadde  seyde  hym  hys  certeynte,    t  Cypn'en  tantost  ad  iure  ;  » 
"  Now,"  seyd  J>e  fende,  "  y  shal  telle  j?e  :        t  E  le  deable  l'adh  cunte,  6432 

She  beleuej?  on  one  men  calle  Ihesus, 
He  )>at  confouwdej)  euermore  vs  ;          8220 
She  ouercome])  vs  \\ith  a  croys  ;     [leaf  55] 

when  we  se  hyt,  we  haue  no  voys  ;  t  "  Auer,"  dist,  "  ne  pou??i  nule  voi^ 

)3e  sygne  )>erof  euer  we  fle,  t  Qwant  ueu??i  signe  de  la  croi}, 

And  drede  we  haue  when  we  hyt  se  ;  8224       Car  eel  signe  trop  dutum, 
Oure  my^t  ys  noght,  no  neuer  shal,  t  Pourus  sumes  quant  le  ueum."          6436 

Ouer  any  J)at  blessej)  hym  wit/t-al. 
lustyne  J>erwy])  defendej)  here  so 
]5at  we  ne  may  haue  with  here  to  do  ;  8228 
And,  for  here  lyfe  ys  gode  and  clene, 
Oure  maystry  may  ry$t  no$t  be  sene  ; 
For  ^yf  she  lyued  yn  wykkednes, 
)3an  rny^te  we  do  to  here  sum  stres."    8232 

Cypryen  seyd  vnto  J>at  fende,  t  DUTZC  est,"  dist  Cyprien,  "  pl^  g?*ant  qei 

tf  Ihe«us  ys  nat  fan  ^oure  frende, 


'Jms'  omitted.  2  J>rys.  e  dist  il  [If.  50,  bk.]. 

f  D.  nel  p.  si  ne  me  co/iiurez. 


a  s'en  s.         b  E  de  la  pucele  ne  vnt  ren.  8  A  tant  cyprien  1'ad  coniure'.         h  ly  ad. 

c  seingn^.         d  mut  ben.  {  Dune,  fet  il,  est  il  greindre  de. 
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Hyt  may  weyl  be  hym-self  liaj)  my$t 

Syn  $e  drede  hys  croys  be  sygfct ;         8236 

And  ys  nat  $yt  ))e  same  tre, 

HaJ>  Jjat  tokeiie  more  myjt  J)an  30?" 

."  aeyde  th«-  f<-nd<;,  "certaynly, 
Ouer  vs  alle  he l  haj)  maystry ;  8240 

And  fii^-more  so  shal  be  dou?t 
For  hyt  was  hys  owne  passyou;* ; 
No  pyng  J>at  man  may  of  hym  sey, 
Do)>e  ourc  powere  so  moche  a-weye     8244 

> nine  J>at  passyun  and  )>at  rode 
J3at  he  shedde  on,  hys  swete  blode; 
Heuene  and  lielle  ))at  passyuw  douten, 
And  creatures  alle  )>arto  louten,  8248 

And  specyaly  '  Ihesus,'  )>at  name 
Ys  our  shenshyp  and  oure  shame." 

when  Cypryen  J>ys  vndyrstode, 
He  forsoke  hem,  and  bycom  gode,        8252 
And  alle  J>e  crafte  fat  he  hadde  hauwted, 
And  Crystendome  to  take  he  graunted; 
II'  dyd  breke  his  maumetrye, 
And  dyd  hyt  brenne  byfore  hys  ye;    8256 
Sejjfen  at  )>e  bysshope  of  fe  cyte 

vi  1  1  iv  111  crysten  man  to  be, 
s.-j-fen  he  was  so  stedfast  peafss] 

Yn  ff  beleue,  Jmrgh"  )>e  Ijoly  gast,        8260 

was  ordeyned  dekene  hye, 
And  ><-ffvn  liysshope  ho  was  wurfy ; 
Sepen  in. idf  ho  lustyne,  abbas 

le  J?«-  la-lyes,  as  wurfy  was.  8264 

yche  grace  fel  Rejjfen-  «>n  horn, 
)>at  bofe  J>ey  suiFrcd  martyrdom  ; 
And  n. )W3  ys  Cypryen  -with  God  so  herd 
.»  ys  wurschypde  yn  alii-  ^-  w.-rlde;  ' 

s.-jH-n  fyl.          3  nowOt»//-.  II. 
rts— 

.  ii  !»•  ].i yuyte  of  \*>  meflte, 
Hys  name  curr  nemned*  y§: — 

»  ki  eat  tent  IKX-HIUH. 

G  de  toz  ad  ihc.Tf/.«  HO  stez. 


Ihesu*,  de  ki  estes  si  pourus ; 


t  Le  deable  le  grante  meintena/it,b      6439 
t  Qe  de  tute  rien  Ihe*u  Crist  est  pltis  grant." 


t  51  Qz^ant  Cyprien  ceo  entendi, 

t  Fist  qe  sages,d  &  auerti ; 

t  Les  deables  &  lur  enchantenv//! 

De  eel  huro  refusa  vtrement ;  6444 

t  eCes  ydles  a  dep< 

E  ces  faus  Deu$  refuse ; 
t  Pus  ad  baptesme  dcmaiule, 
t  E  le  euesqe  1'ad  baptise.  ^n> 

t  Tant  esteit  aferme 
t  E  le  aniur  da///piu-  1  ' 
t  Qe  deakene  fu  tost  ordene,* 
t  E  euesqe  tost  apres  consacre.f  6452 

t  lustine  establi  pur  vne  abbesse,* 
t  Des  seirete  vtrginesh  mestresse  ;  C«f.  iw,bk.j 
t  PM#  furc/^t  i-nscmlih>  in^/'tiii;- 

Pur  I'amur  de'  daw/pne  De^.  r»4.")(» 


d  Si  fit  cam  saae. 

°-«    Sea  fauz  deus  ad  deposed  &  rcfuirf, 

E  cil  1'ad  tost  baptiii  A  «mfcrm6 
la  loy  crrjrticn  Unt  affcrtne 
ilv.n*.  fu  tostapretordin^. 
'  saer^.        •  e.  abbeaae. 
h  E  de  seintos  nonainea.        '  de  B,  om.  A. 
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And  she  ys  callede  Seynt  lustyne,       8269 
A  martyr  and  an  holy  vyrgyne. 

))ys  tale  y  tolde  to  $ow  aboute,  f  U  Ceo  uus  ai  cunte  pur  p?-0uer, 

fcat  $e  ne  dur  no  wycchecrafte  doute,  8272    t  Qe  bon  creistien  ne  deit  dute>- 
*yf  J>ou  be-J>at  ys  to  mene- 
Yn  beleue  gode,  and  lyfe  clene. 
who-so  jmrgli  wycchecrafte  haj)  tene, 
Prey  to  God  and  seynt  Cypryene         8276 
And  to  j>e  mayden  Seynt  lustyne, 
Jjat  |>ey  delyuer  hem1  fro  J)at  pyne. 

]3arefore,  )?ou  man  and  )?ou  wyfe, 
3yf  J)ou  be  of  clene  lyfe,  8280 

J)ar  J>e  nogftt  drede  no  wycchecrafte 

Nojjer  temptyng  of  fe  deuylys  shafte  ;  f  Ne  del  deable  temptaciun.  6460 

And  $yf  J>ou  be  yn  dedly  synne, 
To  hys  temptyng  he  may  J?e  wymie.     8284 

3yt  J)er  ys  spekyng  of  vylaynye 

J?at  longej)  vnto2  lecherye,  f  U  A  lecherie  ausi  apent 

And  ofte  tyme  of  foule  speche  Pa?-ler  trop  deslauement  ; 

Falle))3  J)arfor  hard[e]  wreche  ;  8288   f  Trop  veu??z  mis  souent 

Of  foule  herte  cumj>  foule  Jjo^t  ;  Qe  mal  avient  deb  tiele  gent.  6464 

Of  foule  J>o$t,  foule  wurdys  are  bro^t. 
J)e  foulii  wurde,  }?e  speker  dere]), 
And  fat  hyt  here])  and  fur))  berej)  ;      8292 
Y  haue  tolde'  of  ))ys  lak 
Yn  J>e  fyffe  comauwdement,  \er  y  spak, 

whan  y  of  a  mmne  tolde,  f  IT  La  swsc  vus  cuwtai  de  line  noneine 

)3at  coude  nat  here  tunge  holde.  8296       E  de  sa  greuuse  peine 

3yt  ys  fyr  a  spyce  of  leccherye,  [leaf  55,  bk.]       §e  Pur  sa  .fole  Ian8e  susfri  '> 

Pur  ceo,  plus  ne  dirrai  ci  ;  6468 

Auaurctement  of  olde  folye  : 


A  kaynard  and  an4  olde  folte,  °0  Lesse6  ordement  parler. 

}3at  fryfte  haj>  loste,5  and  boghte  a  bolte,  51  Mes  quant  pecher  ne  peot  plus, 

he  shal  become[n]  a  dyssour,                 8301  o  Le  veillard  mal-auentunw                  6472 

And  tellej)6  how  he  was  a  lecchour;  § 

loye  he  ha]?,  hym-self  to  dyffame  |  §  luste  le  feu  se  auantera 

Of  alle  hys  synnes  jjat  he  kan  name,    8304  f  Des  pechie^  qe  fet  a,f 

And  auante  hym  alle  an  hye,  ||  E,  pur  fere  rire  la  gent, 

1  hym.         2  vnto  0,  to  H.         :!  Fal)>.  a  .i.        b  Ke  maus  auent  a  [If.  50,  bk.,  col.  2]. 

4  an  O,  a  H.         6  lore.         c  telle.  c  Avant.         d  ben  p. 

e  Del  tut  lest.         f  auera. 


Against  Lecherous  Talk,  Gifts  for  Lechery,  and  preventing  Pregnancy.     2G3 

And  make  men  lagh"  at  hys  foly ;  ||  |    Souent  sur  sei  memes*  ment  .  6476 

And  fat  ys  nat  fe  sj^ne  leste,  t  Ceo  ne  est  mie  petite  peche, 

Auaiiftte  fy  synne  to  hym1  fat  J>on  s-  Kin}  est  grando,  pur  veriU-. 

.in  sunk,  and  Gomore,  8309   t  Sodoine  &  Gomoire  su?it  enfundiv 

fey  kryed  here  synne  ay  whore ;  f  Pur  ceo  qe  il  crierent  lur  pech6 ;       6480 

Jjese  twey  cytees,  bofe  fey2  sank, 
For  J>ey  hadde  ioye  at  sywne  fat  stank. 

T  hyt  were,  oure  sywne  forhele,    8313    f  Meus  dussent  lur  mals  celer 
Jfcin  make  auau?/tement  )>er-of  to  fele ;  t  Qe  de  lea  cunter  ioie  auer.'1 

J3e  apostle  seyf  fys  autorvt. , 
'*  3yf  fou  be8  nat  chaste,  be  fou  pryue ; " 
Telle  hyt  fy  pn-.st,  and  to  no  mo;        8317 
For  o\>er  tellyng,  ys4  bofe  syrme  and  wo. 

3yt  ys  )>yr  a  specyal  spece 
)5at  do))  leccherye  klymbe  by  a  grece  :  ^.".-Ji  • 

who  so  wyllu  ^yfti-s  ^yue,  f*  U  Receyure  ne  deue^,  ne  duner, 

On  lecherye  he  may  cleue ; 5  Par  entente  de  pecher  ;  6484 

For  synne,  no  $yftys  )>ou  receyue ;  *   8323 

fnPvtkf 

loute  of  gyle  )>ou  shalt  hem  weyue ; 

For  whan  a  lechour  ha)>  ^yue  hys  mede,  Tut  qwdec  le  lechur  espleiter 

J3an  hoj.f))  li«-  wt-vl  fat  he  shal  spede.  f  Qwant  receuej  qe  \us  veut  don*  /•  : 

de,  30  wommen,  ^yue))  gode  entent,  A  peine  ne  ad  si  prodo?w  ned  mnliefr], 

mede'  je  wyl  sone  consent ;            8328  f  Qe  dun  ne  peot  changer  sun  qeor.     6488 
Many  one  for  mede  do))  ful  euyl, 
ey  ofte  '  mede  ys  f<-  dcuyl.' 
3yt  s|i.-k«-))  lie  of  a  more  tresnn 
J}at  for  lechery  ys  dou//  ;                        8332 
3yf  men  or  wo?/nnan  ))«•  so  wylde 

ido  a  getyng  of  a  chylde  *  f  Si  utw  unqes  entremeistes 

wy)>  wurd.-.  «.r  d.-d,.,  syn  hyt  ys  gete,  [Mbk.,«j  f  par  fet,  Ou  parole  qe  vtwe  deistes, 

mete  or  drynk  fat  fey  do  ^ete.e   8336  t  Ou  par  beiure,  ou  p.//-  number,          r»41»l 

Or  ofer  strenk|-«;,  fat  hyt  dye,  *  Aucune  cowceptiun  desturber,  [iMbk.,coi.  jj 

Dm  f,y  doM  iul  grata  folye;  I  Ou  P«r  aucune  sorceri. . 

. Last  fou  fere  hyd,  ||  Fet  auej  g^nt  t,  h 

U  Bien  suuum  tie  iieche  est  grant, 

1*  "  lt  kv<l  :                       ()  Apres'  qe  conceu  St  CM                    6496 

enylfoutrtoaapttfc  Ou  aprcs  qe  il«  , 

S  and  dampnable.  Si  yus  dunc  le  OHl 

'  hew.        a  « Jwy '  omitted.        »  art.  •  memes  souent.        »>  Ke  a.  i.  de  let  c. 

8  cly  c  Ben  quid.        <  ou.        •  vu«  B,  am.  A. 

§Hj«lfc  ',.usllf.:,il.        «coek'il. 


264      Against  forcing  Women,  and  secret  Trothplights  and  Lovcinahing. 

A-noper  vyleynye  pyr  ys, 
To  do  a  wojraman  synne  purgh  stres :  8344 
$yf  a  wo??irnan  mete  parauenture 
Yn  pryue'  stede,  a  lechour, 
3yf  he  wyl  do  \vith  here  synne, 

And  she  ne  may  a-weye  wynne            8348  t  IT  Qe  meus  ne  pet  eschaper 

But  she  swere  opys  grym  §  J  Qe  par  fiance  al  lechur  duner,           6500 

A-noper  tyme  to  come  to  hym,  §  Ou  par  auenture  hirer," 
Or  he  makep  here  trouth-plyght  J 

Anoper  tyme  when  she  my^t,               8352  Meug  luyh  vodreie  CUW8eiller 

For  pat  troupe,  y  answere  Qe  ele  sa  fiance  al  hurec  donast, 

Jjat  no  perel  shal  she  bere ;  Ou  par  auenture  iurast,                      6504 

She  nat1  sy/mep  nat  dedly,  Qe  autre  fee  freifc  sun  desir 

Hyt  ys  no  wyl,  but  maystry  ;  °0            8356  *J  vfdreifc  a.  sun  V1™11'  '• , 

J    J  Qe  dime  ne  le  seotred  pecher, 

Better  ys  to  skape  wttft  an  ope,  o  Car>  par  seremerct  encuwtre  qeor,       6508 

)3an  sywne  dedly,  and  God  be  wrothe.  Ne  peot  mil  moltelemewt*  pecher ; 

Here-of  my^t  men  moche  speke,  [ no  gap  in  the  1/X] 

Of  troupe  bat  men  alle  day  breke,        8360  *Ies  tie1'  deiuent  tenir  serement, 

-r,       .  ,                        i  ,.  i    i  Jbe??imes  pur  umre  chastemerat.1          6512 

lor,  fals  troupes,  and  fykyl,  ^  De  ^  ^  voil  d  ^^ 

For  lechery,  are  ^yue  mechyl.  Car  jeo  crej  qe  j  atjg  mester. 

3yf  pou  a  wo??iman  troupe  plygHt  Chescu?i  home  deit  ben  sauer, 

Out  of  holy  cherches  sy3t ;                    8364  Qe  fiance  priue  ne  deit  duner            6516 

Men  oght  nat  so  for  to  do  *>e  fewwne  tenir  &  espuser ; 

Plusurs  seruent  de  tie!  meste?*. 

Jjogfe  pat  f rendes  consent*  parto ;  gei^  eglige  1>ad  def endu 

For  holy  cherche  oght  fyrst  for  to  wyte2  pllr  mais  qe  en  su?it  aiienu.               6520 

Of  here  gederyng,  $yf  hyt  may  sytte    8368  Meinte  p«r  tant  est  descunseille 

Of  alle  foles  are  pey  fyles,  *  E  en  ceste  siecle  degable",h 

»at  gentyl  wymmen  begylys  gwant  fiance  fol em e^t  ad'  dune 

San;  cimsailk  de  sun  parente.  6524 

wttft  a  troupe  of  tresuw  Homei  fefc  ausi  cum  felun> 

To  reue  here,  here  warysu?*,  §              8372  *  £  duremewt  grant  tresun, 

But  she  do  by  here  ordynaurcce       [leaf  56]  Qe  gentile  femme  issi  deceit 

Of  hem  pat  shulde  here  auauwce.  Si  ele  cunsail  Prt'mes  ne  seifc              6528 

,,,                         +  S  De  ceus  qe  le  unt  a  duner, 

And  a  womman  louep  ofte  yn  pryuyte  J  '  Autrein^fc  H           m  encu;?lbrer. 

Jjat  for  here  fallep3  nat  weyl  to  be ;     8376  +  ^  Meinte  receit  fei  priu6>         [leaf  157] 

3yf  she  to  pat  ^euep4  here  treupe,  De  home  qe  eolen  ad  ame,                  6532 
)5at  ys5  here  ful  moche  reupe ; 

1  ne.         '2  wete.         3  faty.         4  3yf  J>.  f~f  tel  scrment  ne  deit  tenir 
«  yg  to.  Femme  ke  chasteme/it  uoet  deu  seruir. 
K  li  ad.         h  vie  mut  esgarrez.         {  ad  f. 


a  de  pariurer.         b  la.         c  auant.  k  los  &  conseil.         1  Le  nom. 

d  nel  suffri.         «  mortelme?it.  m  la  poet  [If.  51,  col.  2].         n  cely  k'el. 
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)?at  trewfe  dar  she  nat  be  a-kuowe, 

For  drede  fat  she  haj)  loued  so  lowe.   8380 

fturgli  cunseyl  of  here  frcndys  wylle, 

She  ys  fan  $yue  a-nof  er  vntyl  ; 

V  dar  B6J  hyt  liardyly,1 

•  )3at  wo//nnan  leue))  yn  lechery  ;  *       8384 

And  fat  yche  man  also 

horn  she  $af  fyrst  troufii  to, 
}yf  li«-  any  •  infer  \\vdde, 
<  >r  wit//  any  go  to  beddr,  8388 

v  bofe  wulde  haue2  do  fat 
J?at  here  mouses  to-gedyr  spak, 
And  haue2  fulfylled,  at  here  my$t, 
Here  pryue  troufe  fat  fey  plyjt.'         8392 

A  \\vrs[i:]  spyce  $yt  men  holdes, 
To  begyle  a  wowman  \\itfi  wordys  ; 
To  $yue  here  troufe  but  lygfrtly 
For  no  f  yng  but  for  lygge  here  by  ;     8396 
w/t//  fat  gyle  fou  makest  here  asent, 
And  bryngest  }ow  bofe  to  cumbrement. 

J}arfore  now  y  warne  $ow  alle, 
Man  and  w«.inan,  for  fyng  may  falle,  8400 
))at  30  be  neuer  so  fole-hardy 
To  $yue  ^ourc  troufe3  so  pryuyly, 
N«-  wommans  troufij  for  to  take, 

:.»ufu  $yue  for  weddyng  sake,       8404 
iinly  cherche  haue  demyd  ry$t 
wyf  lokyng  of  frendes  syght. 

Pryuytes  manye  falle  f  er4-ynne  ; 
|)yn  ynwyt  f  e  tellef  wliycli  ys  sywne  ;  8408 

1'iyuytes  of  lechery  | 
Vn  oj.u//  s]..-clie  are  vyleynye;  ' 

r  wyl  y  nat  IH-IM  alle  descryue,  |  [6«,coi.2] 
But  alle  behouef  vs  f  er-of  shryue  ;  ||   MIL1 

inlylyO,  l.anlly  II  hft, 

;  trOQ>l  O,  OM,  If.  '  h.-r. 


•  Mt.         b  sa.         c  Nomeement. 

n.'.'  l;ii  fu. 
.t  K'/v/nt. 

«  i.  l«  ad  la  f.  a. 


t  De  pour  nel  ose  pits  granter 

Pur  cesa  parenj  corucier ; 
t  Pus,  esf  a  vn  autre  esj 

Par  ( MI //sail  de  sunb  pareir  6536 

Auant  qe  ceoli  est  deuie 

A  ki  fey  duna  en  prt'uete ; 
*  En  mortel  pecln'j  tu$  iur^  girra 

Taut  cum  ceoli  viuera :  6540 

t  E  il,  si  autre  ad  espuse*, 
t  Meementc  si  iuste  cele  ad  cuclu- 

A  ki  foi  duna  jiriin-  : 

Ceo  sache  chesciw  ded  verit* ,  6544 

t  Si  en  lur  qeor  fu,  cuw  vnt 

Qt^nt  la  prtue  fiance  unt' 
t  1T  Fay  dune  a  acun  \tnr  ln»idi«-, 
t  Qe  est  plus  g/rnidcf  tricherie.  6548 

La  fe?»me  n'entend^  espuser, 
t  Mes  sulenKwt  od  luy  curlier, 
t  E  p'tr  taut  la  fi-mim-1'  ad  -j;abb^ 

A  ki  sa  fay  ad'  dun^.  6552 

IT  Cesti  peche  morteleme;tt, 

(   u  ricn  fors  lecherie  ne  entent. 

kBien  se  garde  chescim  pur  ceo, 
t  Fey  duner  en  priuite,  G'lriJl 

Car  ceo  est,  ieo  vtitt  di,  pech6 ; 

Par  tant  est  meint  encuwfbre'.k 


H  Les  prtue^  pechie;  de  lecherie,1 

"Mjr  l.-s  noincr  c.<f  vil.-ini.-, 

Tere  voil,  meu$  qe  escrinn- ; '" 

( 'al,  al  ronie»cem<>;/tn  «!«•!  i; 

1 '     mis  <!••"  <!«•<  ji/'/uitr;  in-  dir.ii  n-u. 

Car  mal  pout  fere,  &  poi  de  bien.°    6564 

Ren  iir|i//n|//<int  ne  tlcuej  celcr'1 

Quant  i  vu*  UM*  v<  •  ^ser,'* 

k-k  Oiiiitt.,1  in  /;.        1  lecheri'  .in  A. 

111    '"  Ne  cstoit  )«a  ko  ipe  lea  VIM  die. 
n— n  s  ben 

Ke. 
Thk  UM  is  i.miitiMi  m  i:. 
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)}yn  ynwyt  wote  what  f>ou  hast  wrogfrt,         ||  N"e  la  manere,  nela  peche 
Ami  whycli  ys  sy/me,  and  whych  ys  m>3t;  |       En  confessiun  seitb  cele  ;  6568 

Alle  ]>ese  spyces  J>at  y  haue  tolde,  i  La  conscience  ben  aprendra   [leur  IM,  coi.  sj 

On  dyuers  nianers  are  sy/mes  folde.     8416       Qe  chescurc  a  sun  prestre  dim. 

3yf  }>y  flesslu-  ofte  aryse 

Yn  wyl  or  dede  to  many  of  \  §  U  Xul  se  deit  desesperer0 

feat  )>ou  mayst  nat  )>y  flesshe  dau?ite,  f  Tut  ne  pussed  il  sa  char  danter;       6r>72 

))at  su/«  algate  behone))  J>e  hauwte,       8420 
Be  nat  Jjarfor  yn  wanhope ;  § 
Alle  may  be  quenchyde  vrith  a  drope, 
3yf  ))ou  mayst  for  j?y  sy/znu  grete,1 
And  be  yn  wyl  hyt  for  to  lete.  8424 

For  many  a  gode  man,  olde  and  $onge,  f  Meiwt  home6  ad  este  tempte, 

ha)>  be  yn  flesshely  temptyng ; 

So  was  seynt  Poule,  J>e  holy  man,        8427    f  Si  fu  1'apostle  seint  Pol  da?^pne  Dee  ; f 
Hys  flesshe  was  temptyde  vrith  Satan ; 
Seynt  Benet  was  so,  36  herde  me  telle,2 
He  was  yn  poynt  to  leue  hys  celle : 
And  ou))er  men  mo  of  relygyiu* 
Haue  be  yn  hard  temptacyiw  ;  8432 

But  man  behouej»  pryue3  hys  my^t,  f  Mes  cu?>^bat^e  couent  leaument 

A3ens  hys  ownij  flesshe  to  fy3t;  Qe?  sauf  vent  estre  al  iugemerct.        6576 

For  3yf  JJQU  late  hyt  haue  hys4  wyl, 
wyltou,  neltou,5  hyt  wyl  )>e  spylle.       8436 

And  y  shal  telle  liore,  3yf  30  wyl, 
A  tale  for  pe6  same  skylle,7 
})at  a  man  myshopc  noglit 
Jjogh  he  haue  grete  temptyng  of  J>oght.  8440 

\TliP  Tfilp  of  fhf>  tpmntprl   Hermit     [F™m  Vitas  Palrum,  p.  573,  and  not  St.  Gregoiy, 

j  oj  me  tempi*  i  nermii,     as  Wadington  saysf  We  find  it  again  in  the 

OT  HOW  IVe  should  never  Despair '.1        first  of  the  Narrationes  of  Etienne  de  Besanyon. 

^  — G.  Paris,  Hist.  LitL  xxviii.  202.] 

A  tale. 

Seynt  Gregory  tellef,  for  oure  profyte,  f  Seint  Gregoire  nus  ad  cimte      .exeiw/Mm. 

How  J)yr  was  onys  an  ermyte  : 

)5ys  ermyte  had  grete  temptyng  f  Qe  un  hermite  fu  m?dt  tempt& ; 

yn  hys  jjogfit,  ouer  alle  fyng ;  8444 

And  as  )>ys  temptyng  on  hym  ran, 

1  0.  gloss  'wepe.'        '2  p.  238.         3  preue.  a  ne  le.         b  ne  seit.         c  deseperer. 

4  >e.         5  nyltou.         6  J>ys.         7  skyl.  d  poet  [If.  51,  bk.].         e  prodhome. 

f  seint  lohan  le  apostle  de.         s  Ky. 
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He  $ede  vnto  an  olde  man 

And  tolde  liyin  alii-,  vp  an  downe, 

Of  hys  grete  temptacyuu.  S44S 

J)at  olde  man  seyd  to  hym  astyte1  [ie*rM,bk.] 

'11"  was  nat  wnr)>y  to  be  an  Ermyte, 

J)at  swyche  jjogjites  slniMe  J>ynk»-, 

And  J>oght  of  wowman  wulde  hym  synke.' 

\)ys  olde  man  gan  hym  so  stoute,     8453 
pat  liys  gode  hope  was  alle  yn  doute  ; 
For  J»e  wurdes  )>at  J>e  olde  man  gan  seye, 
Yn-to  J>e  wurlde  he  toke  j>e  weye.        8456 
As  he  cam2  goyng  yn  )>e  slrete, 
An  holy  abbot  gan  he  mete  ; 
J3e  abbotys  name  was  Apollo,  § 
A  n<  I  sone  he  spake  )>e  ermyte  to  ;         8460 
Jje  ermyte  hadde  so  sory  j>oght, 
A$en  to  )>e  abbote  spake  he  nogtit.    + 

j)ys  abbot  was  a  fid  wys  man, 
And  yn  hys  jjo^t  ful  sone  hyt  ran,        8464 
And  be  )>e  semlant  of  )>e  crmyte, 
]3at  In-  was  yn  grete  sorowe  and  syte  ; 
)>•  abbot  asked  hym  ones  or  twyys  ; 
At  J>e3  laste  )>e  ermyte  seyd  hys  auys.  8468 
•  Y  inn,"  he  seyd,  "brojt  alle  down 
\\iili  flcsshly  temptacyu?*  ; 
And  at  an  olde  man  y  was, 
And  1.  ,lde  hym  alle  my4  hardi-  kas  ;     8472 
And  he  seyl,  y  was  nat  wurjjy, 
pe  ermytage  to  com 
Ne  was  yn  wey  me  to  saue, 
wliyl  y  shul.lr  swych  Jjo^Uis  haue  ;       8476 
And,  for  he8  comforted  im-  so  yl, 
Yn-to    --  w.-ildn  now  ys  my  « 

.  ' 

iiiyn. 

*-*    Si  cat  a  vn  veil  hrrmito  all  ; 

:  ly  ad  8»  t«-mpt;i.-iuii  niii 

Mas  ly  v.-illat  i 

Ke  de  tele  hahitc  digne  ne  eateit, 
'  ke  tetu  pensera  en  quer  an 
r  de  temmes  pen«e,  dit,  nul  ne  d. 


1  0.  gloss  'anoun.'     «  com.     »  At  )w  H,  At  0. 
4  iiiyn.        •  nygh«.        •  he  O.,  H. 

*-*    Si  cat  a  vn  veil  hrrito 


t  *Cest  ala  a  vn  veil  horn 

t  E  ctmta  sa  temptaciun  ;  6580 

t  Mes  le  veil  home  li  ad  dit 

t  *  Qe  il  ne  fut  digne  de  tei  liabit 

t  Qe  tiel  pense  out  en  sun  qeor, 

t  Car  de  nul  femme  dust  penser.'*       6584 

t  U  Cest  hermite  se  desespera,b 
t  E  arere  al  siecle  se  tin: 

t  Vn  seint  abb6  led  encunti a. 

Si  li  demande,  '  ou  il  ala,' —  6588 

§  Cest  abbe$,  Apollo  aueit  mm,' 

Mult  fu  sages  &  seint  horn, — 
I  Tant  fu  le  hermite  angui>- 

Qe  od  le  seint  n'ad  rienf  parle.         6592 

t  Apollo  bien*  entendi 

t  Qe  pur  dolur  ne  luy  respuridi.1' 

t  Tant  souewt  1'ad  tlrinande, 

t  Qe  il  al  drein  1'ad'  cunt6  6596 

t  '  Qe  des  perwers  de  lecherie  fu k 

t  1-  •!'•  a  VM  veil  home  esteit  al£; 
A  ki,  qM(/nt  la  verit^  out  conn,1 


t  Dist  qe  en  vie  ne  fu  nient  de  salu;m  6600 

t  1'ur  ceo  se  desespera,11 
t  E  arere  al  secle0  returna.' 


b  desepera.        °  secle  returna.        d  ly. 

0  a  nun.         f  ne  ad. 

*  rt  lnint  ne  uout  i>arler  oue  ly. 
>  Ke  al  d.  ly  ad. 

1  A  ki  la  u.'i  it.  out  tut  .  unt4. 

:  de  estrc  ha 
11  desepera.        °  Eals.se. 
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And  lyue  fere1  best  wyse  ))at  y  may, 

Syn  y  serue  nat  God  to  pay."  8480 

Jfcm  seyde  J>e  abbot  syre  Apollo, 
"  J3e  olde  man  wyst  nut  what  was  to  do ; 
pou  mayst  se  now,  by  my  vysage, 
Jjat  y  am  olde,  and  weyl  yn  age,     J.     8484 
And  y  fele  a  ful  hard  prykyl 
J3at  my  flesshe  tempte))  me  mykyl,  || 
Ynnej>i:  ys  hyt  day  ne  oure        [if.  56,  bk.,  col.  2] 
)3at  y  ne  am  J>ar-wtt/t  tempted  soure ;  || 
But  fogli  my  Jjogfrt  be  oute  of  skyl,     8489 
To  do  3yt  wersfe],  y  ne  wyl ; 
Ne  more2  shalt  J>ou  J>y  self  mysdo, 
Jjogh  ))ou  be  tempted  neuer  so.  8492 

Y  rede,  J>at3  yn  godenes  J>at  }>ou  dwelle, 
And  turne  a^en  vnto  )>y  celle,  * 
And  fonde  a^ens  )>y  flesshe  to  fy^t, 
And  late  hyt  nat  haue  alle  \>e  iny^t."  8496 
He  bro^te  Jjys  ermyte  to  swyche  certeyne, 
)5at  to  hys  celle  he  turned  a^eyne. 
)3e  abbot  knew  [wel]  alle  ]?e  pas 
where  )>e  olde  man  wonyng  was  ;          8500 
]?edyrwarde  jje  wey  he  nam. 
And  when  he  a  lytyl  besyde  cam, 
He  sette  hym  dowuw,  and  preyd  Ihesu 
Ful  of  my^t  and  [of]  vertu,  8504 

J?at  Jje  olde  man  my^t  fele  sum  ]?yng 
Of  }?e  ermytes  flesshely  temptyng, 
To  chastyse  hym  for  hys  broker, 
fiat  he  myscumfort  eft  noim  o]?er.         8508 

when  he  hadde  leye  yn  orysiw 
long  w/t/i  grete  deuocyu?^, 
He  ros  vp,  and  byhelde, 
And  sagh  a  blak  man  stonde  yn  J)e  felde, 
And  to  J>e  olde  man  arwes4  ded  shete  8513 


'be. 


No 


1  >at '  omitted. 


arewes. 


t  Apollo  Tad  mwlta  amoneste 

*  Qe  enb  sa  celle  fu  returne ;  6604 

Kar  ia  fu  cely,  fet  il,  vu  veil  hom,' 
||  E  q?«te  ne  fu  nentd  de  temptisun, 
|  Si  tres  veil  cn??i  il  esteit;  6607 


a  mult  A,  om.  B.          b  a. 
c  Kar  .  .  hom  B,  cm.  A. 
fl  Vncore  ne  fu  il  pas  (\uitcs. 


Mwlt  par  tant  luye  cunforteit.    [if.156,  bk.] 
t  Apollo  1'ad  tant  sermone 
t  Qe  a  sa  celle  est  returned 
||  IT  Li  abbess  al  veil  home  es£  ale 

Qe  out  le  hermite  descu?iforte ;          6612 

De-horsh  sa  celle  esteeit, 

f  E1  de  fin  qeor  Deu  prieit, 

k<  Qe  ceo  qe  le  hermite  senti, 
t  Al  veil  home  venast  pur  li.'k  6616 

t  Tant  ad  longes  Deu  prie 

t  Qe  de  oreisun  se  est1  leue ; 

t  Vn  neir  home  uist  esterm 

t  Vers  le  veil  home  seter  ;n  6620 

e  E  par  taunt  mut  le. 

f  Apollo  .  .  returne*  A,  om.  B. 

«  Apollo.        h  E  cil  de-hors.        5  Ov. 

k— k      Apollo  prie  deu  ke  temptaciun  enueiast 

Al  veil  hom,  par  vnt  se  chastit. 
1  o.  est  sus.       m  en  esteant.       n  setes  trehant. 
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Ilyjt  many,  an«l  su//'  wel1  grete. 

So  many  arwes2  to  hym  lie  drogfc,  f  Tant  des  setes  tret  a  luy, 

frit  )>e  olde  man  felt  temptyng  ynogli ;  8516  t  Qe  le  ueillard  fu  plein  d'ennuy ; 

)3e  arwes  were  temptacyons, 

Aii'l  sharpu  sterynges,  and  felons; 

uiny  and  smart,  he  hem  hadde, 

J3at  he  sate  as  he  hadde  be  madde,        8520  t  CUM*  vn  home  yure  seait, 

]3at  wytte  hadde  loiv,  as  he  sat,  .t  Si  ne  sauoit  qe  fere  pout.*                  6624 
<  h-  was  yn  a  were3  to  do  ram-whai 

Ar  he  agfit  seyd,  ar  dyd  any  dede,  Alb  drein  est  sus  1 

me  weye  J>at  \>e  errayte  $ede,  §      8524  *  E  uers  le  siecle  retu 

vche  wey  )>e  ermyte  ^ede  ynne      [leaf  57]  §  Meine  la  veie  qe  le  hermite  ala 

To  J>e  worlde,  to  do  hys  synne.     *  Qe  il  si  maleme;it  cuNscilla. 

])e  abbot  Appollo  say4  euerydeyl ;  f  Apollo  l'adc  regarde ; 

And  how  he  was  temptede,  he  wyst  hyt  t  Bien  sout  qe  il  fir1 

weyl,  8528 

And  fonded  for  to  take  )>e  strete, 

wt't/i  J>at  olde  man  for  to  mete :  t  Le  ueillard  encwttra,* 

he  seyd,  "olde  man  !  what  dost  j>ou  here,  t  E  pus  lef  demaiula                              6632 

And  why  hast  )>ou  so  mornyng  chere?  8532  f  '  Pur  qei  esteit*  tant  angw/- 

whydyr  hast  )>ou  j>oght  to  go  ?  t  E  uers  ou  e«t  si  trist  ale  I ' 
Be5  sy^t  hyt  seme))  )>at  )je  were  wo." 

I,:  man  seyd  ry)t  no,t, 
But  hyt  ran  hym  weyl  yn  j>o$t 

J),t  >e  abbot  had«  inspyracy.u,,  f  Q<j         Uo  sout  ^  ^            m . 
And  wyst  hys'  grete  temptiicyu//  : 

For  shame  he  iny^t  uat  telle  how  smart8  t  Mes  de  hu?ite  ne  lih  pout  cunter 

)>e  temptyng  )>at  come  to  hys  hert ;      8540  t  Ceo  qe  il  senti  t-n  MIH  <ieor. 

But  ):.-  al.l.nt  wyst  for  certeyn,  Apollo  luy  comandai 

An-1  bad9  hym  to  tunic  ajcyn  ;  t  '  Qe  en  sa  celle  returna,k                    6640 

And  shewed  hym  weyl  for  two  fynges,  t  E  de  dou$  choses  fust  il  sour.1 

why  J>at  he  hadde  no  temptynges ;       8544  Qe  le  deable  nel  conuat  desq«r  eel  iur,lu 

He  seyd, '  f  e  fende  of  hym  ne  rojte,  t  Ou  de  luy  poi  de  force  feseit, 

Ne  hym  to  tempte  abouti;  s-  ;  t  Ou  de  ly  tempter  ne  sen  deign- 
Ne  J>ogh"t  hys  lyfc  so  moche  wurfy, 

ful.        *  arewes.        »  wer.        4  sn.  •  encuntrer  ala.        f  E  pit*  apros  ai  ly. 

•  had  O,  am.  H.         '  hyt  «  fu.         ll  |'<'r  hunt  ne. 

smert.        •  bad*  0,  ha.l  H  '5.  [If.  52]  adds,  •  ke  avant  ne  alaaf 

k  Mea  ke  il  a  aa  c.  tost  returnaat. 


sout  .  .  poait         b  Men  al.  >  E  ke  de  .ii.  rh.  tut  Mir  serroit. 

le  ad.        d  Ky  ben  B.  k'il  eateit.  »  aim  eel  iur  nel  conl»eit      n  Pur  coe  t. 
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For  he  helde  hym  self  so  holy,  8548 

And  blamed  ofer  for  here  fallyng,' 

"  fey  lyfe  hym  fynkef  ys  wur))  no  fyng ; 

To  gode  men  ys  hyt  grete  passyu?&  t  Sicu??i  il  fet  la  seinte  gent, 

To  fele  )>e  fendes  temptacyurc;  8552   t  Qe  te?uptaciun  sentewt*  souent.'  Cl 

And  for  he  tempted1  fe  nowhere, 

Yn  ouf  er  stede  f  ou  shalt  by  2  hyt  dere ; 

Xe  late  f  ou  nat  ly^tly  by  f  o 

feat  are  tempted  of  flesshly  wo,  8556 

But,  J>enk  weyl  fat  fey  are  gode, 

$yf  fey  fat  temptyng  wit/i-stode, 

And  are  sykerer  aftyr  temptynges,       8559 

And  kepe  hem  better  wit/i  many  f ynges ; 

And  ^yt3  men  sey  God  louef  hem  no$t, 

feat  haue  no  temptyng  yn  dede  ne  foght.  Pus  li  ad  tutb  cunte 

feys  temptyng  was  for  fy  despyte  [if.  57,  coi.  23   t  Pur  qei  si  foremewt  fu  tewpte,  6648 

feat  f ou  haddest  of  fe  gode  ermyte       8564     '  Pur  ce  qe  il  ne  cunfortac 

whan  he  hys4  temptyng  to  fe  shrofe,  t  Le  hermite  qe  il  confessa,d 

And  fy  cumforte  awey  hym  drofe."  *  Ein$  le  fist  desesperer6 

At  fys  pas5  fys  tale  tolde  ys  J  *  E  al  siecle  returner.'  6652 

For  temptacyons*  of  mannys  flesshe,    8568    '       Ceste  cw"te  vus  ai  ?ur  ceo  c?mt6' 
))at  none  ne  myscumforte  hym  t  Qe  nul  ne  seit  desesperef 

))ogh  fat  hys  ftesshe  be  brysl  and  brym.         t  Tut  seit  il  foremewt  tempte, 
So  holy  man  was  neuer  none  8571       Car  ensi  ad  mei?it  home*  este ;          6656 

)3at  temptacyuw  ne  hat7  hym  ouergone, 
were  hyt  lytyl,  or  were  hyt  mykyl, 
feat  of  hys  flesshe  ne  haf  hadde  sum  prykyl; 

And  fo  fat  wyl  be  ry$t  certeyne,  E  qe  bon  est  recunforter 

Cu??iforte  hem8  weyl  to  fy$t  a^eyn,      8576   f  Ki  lemh  uout  retrere  de  pecher. 
For  no  man  may  yn  certeyn  be,  11  Mes  ki  al  regne  Deu  veut1  venir, 

But  he  fy3t  flesshly  lustys9  to  fle.  Seure  ne  deit  chescura  desir  6660 

God  grauwte  vs  alle  now  fro  hef en  De  sa  char  en  lecherie, 

Oure  flesshe  so  to  holde  be-nef  en,10      8580       Qe  tant  est  plein  de  vileinie. 
And  oure  soules  so  to  save11  aboue, 
feat  God  of  heuene  vs  alle  loue. 

1  tewptejj.        2  bye.        3  jyt  0,  hyt  H.  *  Ky  tempt£  sunt  mut. 

4  hys  0,  om.  H.         5  '  p '  erased.    '  b  tretut.  c  uout  conforter. 

H  te??iptacyun.         7  ha]>.  d  k'il  denst  confesser. 

8  hem  0,  hym  H.  e  deseperer.          f  desepere". 

9  lust.        ™  byne>en.        u  haue.  «  issi  .  .  prodhom. 

h  horn.         J  ne  veut  A,  uoet  B. 


Of  the  Sin  of  Sacrilege,  or  '  Misdeed  to  Holiness.' 


L>71 


Of  )>ese  dedly  syn  m:s  seuene,          8583 
\)at  we  wra)>J>e  wtt/t,  God  of  heueiie, 
Of  hem  haue  we  touched  neyde- 
>ly  men  haue  wryten  and  seyd ; 
?yt  mow[e]  we  nat3  weyl  werche 
>yf  we  forgete  holy  cherche,     § 
holy  cherche,  our  modyr  dere, 
<  >f  here  shul  we  telle  $ow  here, 
11  »\v  men  sy/me,  and  on  what  wyse, 
}?at  fallej)  to  here  fraunchyse. 
p:it  a$ens  here  frauwchyse  falles, 
'  Sacrylege '  men  hyt  calle-? ; 
1  Sacryk'giV  1'renche  hyt  ys, 
Mt-nyng  of  '  mysdede '  or  '  n. 
•  Mysd.-di-  to  holynes,' 

•rylege '  on  Englysshe  ys ; 
All*;  }>yng  )>at  men  w/t//-liolde, 
Stole  or  refte,4  jyue  or  solde, 
w<'t//-«iuti:  leue  of  here  wytyng, 
pat  kepe  holy  cherches  f>yng, 
Alle  swych  )>ynx  ys  sacrylege, 
w/t./i-outii  leue  ys  alle  outrage. 

Now  of  )>e  fyrst  J>at  we  haue  spoke, 
J)ey  J)at  hauii  cherches  broke, 

1  stole  )>o  fynges  )>at  were  fe/--ynnc, 

:•• '  men  calle  |jat  synne.          8608 
^yf  J>yng  vnhaU-wed  were  forg»-' 

!i«'  were  lete, 

<  M  hal.-wed  J)yng  yn  oufer  stede  lay, 
And  <'^lit  jv /••'!'  were  bore  a\'  8612 

wh.-:  ;yue  or  solde, 

-acrylege,  alle  ys  hyt  tolde. 
M  my  vyces  J>erto°  longe  ; 
All.-  are  )>ey  synne,  l»ut  su///  are  stronge ; 

\v  telle  of7  sum  manors  M',  1 7 


t  U  Des  set  pechej  pin*  ne  dirrai, 
Graci^  seit  lea  haut  ray  6664 

Qe  nut*  ad  sib  auant  mene 
Ke  conustre  poum  quei  est  peche*  ; c 
II  n wx  doint,  pur  sa  pite, 
Chose  dire  diiwtd  seit  paie.  6668 

fc  le  pcchc  be  ^acrilcae. 

Touchier  couient  en  tute  guise 
§  A  Pech6e  qe  tuche  sei;/t  eglise ; 

Seurement  ne  purru//*  ]»asser, 

E  sacrilege  tresublier ; f  6672 

Pur  ceo  de  cest  peche  dirru///, 
t  E  de  sacrilege*  vug  cuntoru///. 


8600 


S601 


'-•  .„.!., 


3  weyl  iiat. 

7 


on. 


•  al. 


t  U  Ki  ad  musterh  debnis4, 
t  Ou  rien  qe  amusterh  apr/<t  i-njiortd,  6676 
t  Chay  est  en  le  peclu- 
Qe  e*rf  sacrilege1 


tant. 


A.  omiU  thU  line. 


t  f  ( 'esk  autros  racines  vus  cunterai 

B,  .1.  .1.  il.        "  Vn  nech& 
f  K  !«•  peoh«  de  sacrilege  lewer. 
•  tes  racinet  [If.  62,  col.  2). 
h  al  eglite.         I  s.  ett        *  Sea, 


272     Robert  of  Brunnes  Apology  for  his  lad  Verse.    Striking  Clergy  is  Sacrilege. 


As  *  manuel  pecches '  me  lers.1 

But,  vnkynde  and  enuyous, 

Ouerdo,  proud,  and  daungerous,  8620 

Euermore  fynde  j)ey  teyl, 

£ogh"  a  man  sey  neuer  so  weyl  ; 

Noj>elee,  so  weyl  y  nat  seyd, 

But  )>at  to  my  sawe,  blame  may  be  leyd 

For  foule  eiiglyssli,  and  feble  ryme       8625 

Seyde  oute  of  resu?i  many  tyme  ; 

But  God  $elde  hem  at  here  endyng, 

)5at  wyl  amende  myn  vnku?*nyug ;       8628 

But  who  so  blame])  and  wyl  nat  amende,2 

He  dojje  nat  as  )>e  curteys  kende. 

Go  we  fur])e  now3  on  oure  werk  : — 

3yf  a  man  yn  euyl  smyte  a  clerk,     8632 
Yn  sacrylage  lie  falle])  ylle 
3yf  he  dyde  hyt  by  hys  wylle. 
3yf  he  be  man  of  relygyouw, 
)X>u  art  to  blame  vfiih  more  resun ;       8636 
Twey  skyles  are  f ul  perylous,    [if.  57,  bk.,  coi.  2] 
Bofe  ordred  and  relygyous. 

Also  relygyous  are4  to  wyte, 
jpat  for  maystry  wyl  gladly  smyte ;       8640 
)5ey  ogh5  to  be  suffrable  and  meke, 
And  no  f  oly  on  ou)>e?'  men  seke ; 
Hys  tung  shuld  be  hys  fauchourc  ; 
Hys  strokes  shulde  be  hys  orysura ;      8644 
3yf  any  be  yn  foly  stoute, 
Holde  yn  cloystre,6  and  com  nat  out. 

Also  may  he  be  sore  a-ferde 
Jjat  do])  vyleynye  yn  chyrche  $erde,     8648 
Namly,  syn  hyt  halewed  was, 
))e  more  he  do])e  of  trespas. 
Vnkynde  man  ys  he  hardly7 
))at  yn  cherche  $erde8  do})  vyleyny ;     8652 


1  manuele  pecche  .  .  leres. 

2  mende.  3  now  fur]). 
4  men  are.  5  oghte. 

6  Holde  hyw  yn  cloustre.         7 
8  cherche  3erde  0,  cherjerde  H. 


Sicu??z  de  nos  mestres  apma  aj- ;       6680 
Rien  vtts  dirrai  sau^  bonb  garant, 
Ceo  VM«  p?*emis  ieo  bien  auant. 


hardyly. 


t  51  Ky  clerc  ad  batuc  ordene,      [leaf  157] 
f  Chei  est  en  cest  peche,  6684 

Si  est  pur  veir  escomenge, 

Car  par  ententd  le  fet  de  gre. 
f  U  Fet  ad  plus  grant6  mesprisiun 

Ki  home  batef  de  religiun,  6688 

f  Car  en  dous  maneres  e*tf  a  Deu  lie 

Qe£  religius  est,  e  ordene. 
f  II  Ne  apent  a  home  de  religiun 
f  Cu??ibatre  encwrctreh  nul  horn  ;          6692 

§  Sa  espeie  deit  estre  oresun ; 
t  Porter  ne  deit  autre1  fauchun; 

t  Ki  autre  chose  fet,k  il  est  bricun, 

f  E1  clostre  dust  estre,  ou  en  duwgu?*.  6696 

IT  Ki  cymiter  n'ad  nettem^t  garde,™ 
t  II  ad  pur  ueir  trespass^ ; n 
t  Nomeme^t  si  il  est  dedie ; 
t  Duwc  est  apert  sun  peche.  6700 


a  troue.       b  Ren  ne  d.  s.       °  b.  on  A,  batu  B. 
d  ecoment .  .  A,  escumege  Ky  par  mal  entent  B. 
e  ben  greindre.         *  ad  batu  horn.         8  Kar. 
h  De  combatre  cuntre.         l  anlaz  ne. 
k  autremewt  le  fest.         l  En.         m  ne  gard  n. 
n  trespas  pur  veir  granmant. 


Churchyard  is  our  Long  House.    Don't  defile  it.    Norfolk  Tale  about  it. 

long  hous  hyt  ys  to  come,  t  Cy                 mWre  nu-suu 

To  reste  yn,  tyl  f  e  day  of  dome.  Ou  new*  trestuj  reposeruw 

re  we  shuld,  $yf  we  were  kyndo,  t  E  le  iugera^t  atendru/// ; 

kepe  hyt  clene  with  godii  mynde.         8656  t  IV*,0  net  garder  le  deuu>».                 6704 

An-1  fese  prestes  in.-  fynkef  do  sy7ine  t  *!  Le  prestre  ne  deit  del  mustre0 

J3at  late  here  bestys  fyle  fer-ynne.  t  Cesd  bestes  mettre  en  rim 

8  78  hvs  bat  ferr  grem'  'Ple  doine  1"''  m''r> 

«*P7-              «"»  !       :*K,. 

Hot  loidee  fat  haue  seynorye,  §  Tut  |I//MC  n  auer  al  herbee  dreit . 

MI  most  vyleynye ;  I .  \  ])lace  est  a  parochiens, 

i-1  liopc  ys,  whan  }>ey  shul  d  ' lf  la  girruw^  cum  creistiews.             ''-7  1 11 
.  }v  i-h.-ivlie  men  shul  hew  leye ;  8664 
And  v  slial  trllr  a  lytyl  wyjt, 
IIMW  a  bonde  man  bounk-d  w/t//  a  kny^t; 
And  )?'•  l>orde  ys  gode  to  here,              8667 
who-so  louej)  wurdes  to  lere.                A  tale 


[T/"    7'"/<    of  t/H'  Refiroof  that  a  Norfolk  Bondr/v/    </'"''    .1  A'/"///// 
far  <>of  respecting  the  Sanctity  of  a  c '/>"/•<  •/>//"/•</.] 

Yn  Xorthfolk,  yn  a  touNiic, 
wonede  a  kny^t  besyde  a  persons ; 

liyt  so,  ft;  kny^tes  manere 
was  nat  fro  fe  cherche  ful  fere  ;  8G7- 

1  was  hyt  fan,  as  oftyn  falles, 
Broke  were  fe  cherche-^erde  waller. 

)3e  lordcs  hyrdos  often  lete    [leaf  58]  8675 
l>estys  yn-to  fe  clierche2  jerde  &  ete ; 
ty  vd  as  fey  mote3  nede, 

!'-ml  fere  fey  $ede. 
A  bond  man  say 4  fat,  and  was  wo 

l-.j  bestys  shuld  ft-re  go ;  8680 

^1 1  com  to  f  e  lorde,  and  seyd  hyin  f  ys  :— 
u  Lortle,"  he  seyde,  "  ^oure  bestys  go  mys ; 
3oure  liyrd«-  d-.f  wn-n-,  and  ;.nir  kiuiuys, 
))at  late  joure  liestys  fyle  f  us  fese  grauys ; 
)>ere  niennys  bonys  shuld-  1  8685 

Best*  s  sliuld  do  no  vyleyny 

1  here.        -  cherche  om.        *  moste.  •  nus  A,  (WU  B.       b  De  tant  itlt(«.       c  mutter. 

4  sagh«.  d  Sea.        •  en  1'erbe  [If.  52,  bk.].        '  Ky. 

T 


A  Norfolk  Bondman's  Reproof  of  a  Lord.   We've  many  Lords,  few  Genii 

)5e  lordes  answer*  was  suwiwhat  vyle, 
And  fat  fallef  euyl  to  a  man  gentyle  ;  8688 
-  \\vyl  were  hyt  do  ryjt  for  J>e  nones 
To  wurschyf  swych[e]  cherles  bones ; 
what  wurschyp  shuld  men  make 
Aboute  swych  cherles  bodyes  blake  1 "  8692 
J)e  bonde  man  answered  and  seyd 
wnrdys  to-gedyr  ful  weyl1  leyd  : 
"  ])e  lorde  )>at  made  of  erf  e,  erles, 
Of  f  e2  same  erfe  made  he  cherles ;       8696 
Erie's  my^t,  and  lordes  stut, 
As  cherles  shal  yn  erfe  be  put ; 
Erie's,  cherles,  alle  at  ones,  8699 

Shal  none  knowe  30111*6,  fro  our*,  bones." 

)5e  lorde  lestened  f  e  wurdes  weyl 
And  recorded  hem  euery  deyl ; 
No  more  to  hym  wulde  he  seye, 
But,  lete  hym  go  furf  e  hys  weye ;        8704 
He  seyd  f  e  bestys  shulde  no  more, 
By  hys  wyl,  come  fore,     [a-wii.  nne] 
Sefen  he  closed  J>e  cherche^erde  so 
Jjat  no  best  myjt  come  farto  8708 

For  to  ete,  ne  fyle  J>e?§-ynne  ; 
So  Jjo^t3  liym  se]?en,  Jjat  hyt  was  sy?zne. 

)?yr  are  but  fewii  lordes  now 
)3at  turne  a  wrde  so  wel  to  prow ;         8712 
But,  who4  seyj)  hem  any  sky  lie,     [if.  58,  coi.  2] 
Mysseye  a3en,  fouly  Jjey  wylle. 
Lordynges, — jjyr  are  ynow  of  ]>o, 

tcwt1 

Of  gentyl  men,  J>yr  are  but  fo.  8716  [oj|  /fa/1.7>  col  ^  Uarh  27;{] 

Hyt  ys  defended  yn  J>e  decre,  f  U  Car  il  est  defendu  en  decrde 

)3at  none  yn  cherche  shal  beryed  be,  f  Qe  en  eglise  ne  seit  nul  pos£,a 

But  bysshope,  or  abbot  of  relygyuw,  f  Si  euesqe  ne  seit,  on  abbe,b 

Or  prest  fat  ys  of  gode  renou?/.  8720   f  Ou  p?*estre  qe  muh  seitc  renume.       6716 

A  man  fat  haj>  no  gode  fame  ryfe5  f  U  Lay  home  qe  ne  est  mw/t  alosed 

Of  dede,  of  hew,  of  holy  lyfe, 
Of  gode  feyf,  ne  of  chary te 

1  ful  weyl  to-gedyr.         '2  >at.         3  pilgtit.  a  enteric".         b  S'il  ne  seit  moine  ov  abbe. 

4  who  so.        5  ryff'c.  c  seit  mut.        d  Cely  ki  n'est  mie  alose. 


Don't  bury  Bad  Folk  in  a  Church.    Talc  of  tJie  Fate  of  lad  Valentines  Corps* . 


Yn  almes  dede,  ne  of  oufer  lx>unte,      8724 
Me  fenkrf  liyt  WLTL-  ful  p'  rylous 
To  berye  swych  one  yn  Goddes  house  ; 
-wrych  ys  holy  cherche  but  fyled, 
And  hrm  srlt'aiv  nn.sti-  byijyled.          8728 
3yf  fe  soule  bo  nat  wurfy 
Jjat  fe  body  lygge  so  aolempny,1 
Jjaii  haf  fe  soul«;  nu.iv-  peyne  ; 
J)at  men  wurschyp  fe  body,  ys  veyne.  8732 

wykkfd  men  ami  vsrivrs.    < 
lechours,  and  lordys  of  foule  mauers, 
:ii"\v  $yue  pens  ful  gode  wone, 
•iuil  be  leyde  yn  toumbe  of  stone,  8736 
And  hys  ymage  ful  fey  re  depeynte, 
Ky^t  as  he  were  a  cors  seynt  ; 
J3e  wrecched  sonic,  f  e  so)>e  to  seye, 
Sh  il  a-bye  alle  J>e  nobly*-,  §orow    3740 

And  sum  for  euer  be  bro$t  to  bale  ; 
And  J><?rby  wyl  y  telle  a  tale. 


t  De  fey,  des  vertues,a  &  de  bunte, 
t  Kn  muster  ne  deit  estre  enseuili,b 


Car  poi  li  vaudreit,  sicu///  ieo 


G720 


[leaf  157,  col.  8] 

§  U  Mes  en  muster  mettent  les  vserersc 
t  Pur  lur  tresor  ded  lur  deners, 


G724 


t  Plus  purruwt"  estre 
De  leini'gysb  ^\'  ann-ndr. 


Tale  of  T1r/A-//////c,  and  how 

y/"///     /i  is     I  luily    out    of 

its  Grave  in  the 


)3yr  was  a  man  J>at3  hygfit  Valcntyne,  A  tale 
Playtour  he  was,  and  rychc  man  lyin-, 
For  of  J>e  cherche  of  Myleyne4   was  he 
tour,  8745 

More  for  niede  fan  Goddes  onoiir. 
Besyde  Gene,  a  noble  i 
Deyd«-  V,il<Mitync,  and  hrm-d  slnild  ; 
Yn  .-f-ynt  Syxtes  cherclir  slnild  he  lye; 
8oord»-yn»'d  in.  n  whan  he  shuld  deye.  8750 

r.ste  nyjt  fat  he  was  fere  leyde,  [ir 
J>e  wardeynes  of  fe  rh'-n-hr  vjibn-ytl.-. 
And  In-rd  ••IK-  CIJ,  i«-wly  and  shyl, 


1  solemnly.        •  more  of. 

11  KM  IVglise  . 
c  I'eglise  fuent  les  auers. 


[From  St.  Gregory's  Dialogues,  IV.  i.v.—  (;.  i 
'.  Lilt.,  xxviii.  202.J 


t  Car*  vu  home  out  invi  Yalentin, 

t  Riches  fuh  &  pledur  tin  : 

t  Del  eglise  de  Melane  fu  drfrnsur : 


t  r\u.*  list  pwr  dfiiers  <\>   p//r  amur. 
t  En  Genue,1  vne  cite  mult  rcnoi. 
t  Cest  Valentin  cstk  »!«•': 
t  Kn  IVglise  1'uwt1  t-nseuilli, 

eel  honur  jx>i  valustm  a  lu\ 

la  nut  .['   fu  l.i"  ] 
t  Kutur  la  mic  unit,  on  pass^, 
is  .j-  -•»! ••liTi'/M  If  muster, 
T  H"iiil, it-iii-  n\  «'Vi'  6736 

•  poent. 

.:  U(?MS.).         *  Car  A,  P. 
h  ky  rout  richea  eatvit 
>  genue  I  *  Eat  c.  \  . 


sea  flj.        »  y.  poi.         n  la  fu. 


276     Tale  of  the  Fate  of  bad  Valentine's  Corpse.    Against  pompous  Tombs. 

As  he  were  put  oute  ojens  hys  wyl.  t  Cum  si  aucun,  encu//tre  qeor,a 

be  wardeynes  asked  what  fat  myjt  be,  Hors  fu  tret  del  mii8ter.b 

i                 »      OTK*»  t  Lors  se  su?it  les  gardeim  ieue, 

-   Kyw  we  vpi  alle,  and  go  we  se.        8756  QeC  ^           ^  ynt  3         J ,  . 

feere  he  was  beryed,  fydyr  fey  ran, 

And  sagli  many  fendes  aboute  }>ys  man ;  f  D0us  deablesd  neirs  plus  qe  asse$ 

And  of  hys  graue  fey  oute2  liym  pulde ;  Virent,  qe  Valentin  entur  les  pej 

Oute  of  fe  cherche,  drawe  hym  fey  wulde;  §  Foremefit  le  aueie?it  lie},41 

£e  deuylys  dro$3  hym  by  fe  fete          8761  §  E  hors  del  eglise  l'imt  traine;  ;e        07  14 

As  liyt  were  careyne  fat  dogges  ete. 

)5e  waixieynes  were  sore  afFryght  f  Les  gardeins  su/it  mult  espante}, 

For  fat  noyse  and  fat  sygfct ;  8764 

A$en  to  here  bedde  fey  $ede  ;  f  E  en  lur  lit  su«tf  recuchej. 

)3ey  durst  no  lenger  dwelle  for  drede. 

On  fe  morne  whan  fey  were  ryse,  f  Lendemain  siiMt*  Ieue 

}3ey  }ede  to  fe  graue,  fere   fey  were   so  f  E  al  sepulcre  Valentin11  ale,               6748 

agryse ;  8768 

)3er-yn  alle  aboute  fey  sogfit,  La  ou  le  iur  deuant  fut  cuch6 ; i 

But  fe  body  founde  fey  no$t.  t  Mes  le  cors  ne  esteitk  troiu'. 

]5ey  opende  f  e  dores,  and  loked  aboute,  f  Hors  del  eglise  1'unt  quis  de  gre ; l 
And  fonde  fe  body  lygge4  fe?'e  wtt/i-oute; 

))e  fete  ybounde  to-gedyr  ful  faste,       8773  f  Lie$  les  pie^,  le  unt  troue,                  6752 

And  as  a  foule  careyne  caste.  Cum  les  deables  le  ure?it  traine ; 

Seynt  Gregory  seyf  hardly,  Dunt  mu^  se  sunt  esmerueille.m 

)5ere  he  lay  fyrst,  he  was  nat  wurfy  ;  8776  t  U  Sei«t  Gregore  dist,  qe  mal  home  esteit, 

But  hys  soule  hadde  pyne  fe  more  t  Pur  ceo  en  I'eglise  gisir  ne  deueit,     6756 

For  f  e  pompe  and  pryde  fat  he  was  leyd  t  Plus  tost  pur  fol  hardiement 

fore.  Liuere  dust  estre  a  turment. 

lordes  are  besy  aboute  to  haue  t  IT  En  lur  vie  suut  curious                   6759 

Proude    stones  lyggyng   an   hye   on   here  t  Les  vns,n sepulcre  auer°orgoillus;  [if.  ir.:,bk.j 

graue;  8780 

fturgh  fat  pryde  fey  mowe  be  lore,  t  Par  orgoil  pussent  estre  dampn£, 

)5ogh  fey  hadde  do  no  sy?zne  byfore ;  t  Tut  ne  use^t  fet^  autre  pechc  : 

Hyt    helpyf    ry$t    noght,    fe    tou??tbe    of  t  Poi  uautfi  gisir  en  pere  taille 

pryde,  8783 

whan  fe  soule  fro  pyne  may  hyt  nat  hyde.*  *  Qwant  1'alme  est  as  deables  ale.         6764 

1  vp  we.         2  vp.         3  drowe.         4  lyggynge.  f  Si  s.  en  1.  1.         8  se  sunt.         h  s.  sunt. 

1  esteit  pose.         k  Le  cors,  mes  il  ne  1'unt. 


a  Si  cum  akun  del  muster.  J      fur  coe  hors  d.  e.  vnt  le  cors  quis, 
b  Fust  hors  tret  cuntre  sun  quer.         c  Quei.  E  en  vn  autre  sarcu  le  trouve?it  mis. 

virent  ky  vnt  liez  m  Dunt .  .  .  esmmieille  B,  om.  A. 

Un  grant  hart  entur  ses  peez  [If.  52,  bk.,  col.  2].  n  les  vns  curious.         °  De  auer  sepulcir. 

e  B.  inserts— E  le  cors  ad  fonnent  braie.  P  il  fet.         q  Puruaient. 


Don't  u'ithhiJ'l  f  'it  I'rch  Property.   /  /".         iiotto  stand  in  Church  with  the  Clergy.  277 


3yf  fun  eu»  /•  reeded  halewed  J>yng,  J 
And  wystyst  hyt  fyl  to  cherches  offryng, 
ys  grete  sy?me,  y  do  J>e  to  knowne,  § 
3yf  J>ou  helde  hyt  as  for  )>yn  owne.  «  8788 
3yf  J>on  wyfhelde  any  fyng  sefyn    [JJ;|5V]bk" 
J3at  hyt  was  to  holy  cherche  jeuyn,1 
ftyn  or  oufres,  w/tA-oute  leue 
( >f  parsone,  or  prest,  or  cherche  reue ;  § 

vs  sacrylage,  y  ]>e  ply^t, 
To  wyfholde  fat  fallef  to  cherche  ry$t. 

3yf  fou  dedyst  en>-/-  fat  vnlawr,        s7'.'.'» 
A  man  oute  of  holy  cherche  to  drawe  | 
SeJ)en  )>at  he  toke  by  in  Jjar-tyl, 
J3<»n  liast  sy/Mieil  yn  nioche  vnskyl. 
But  ^yf  he  hadde  do  a^ens  fe  assyse 
feat  fyl  to  holy  cherches  frauwchyse,  ||  8800 
Slayn  one  Jjar-ynne,  or  robbed  hyt,  J 
Hyt  shulde  nat  fan  sane  by;/?,2  by  my  wyt.  * 
);••  lowed  man,  holy  cherche  wyl  forbede 
To  stounde  yn  )>e  chaunsel  whyl  men  rede  : 
who-so-euer  jmrto  ys  custuwmer,          8805 
feogh  he  be  of  grete  powere, 
Bofe  he  sy;me)>  and  doj?e  greuawnce 

J)e  clergy  ordynaiwce.  8808 

But  3yt  do  wy///in»-n  ;4i«-tter  folye 
)5at  vse  to  stonde  among  J>e  clergye, 
\MI  <T  at  messe, 

-  of  stresse ; 3    -s  v  1  _ 
:   /"t  in  iy  come  temptacyu?/, 
And  ilysturblyng  of  denocyu//  ; 

•  cnnif  nf  fi-ble  ye-syjt, 
And  furdo^u  gnu-e  w/t//  :  8816 

'.v/t//  a  tal«-  hyt  may  !>«•  >ln;wi-d, 
v.s  godelx))?'-  fnr  I.T,  d  and  l.-v. 

*  8au«-  IIMII  IMII. 
*-*  Oiuitt.-.l  in  //"//.  ' 

*  Si  v.  c.  ke  fust  dedil.        b  ke  a  Mint  us  fu. 
c  A  1',,  EMI  A. 

d  sa  propre  chose.        °  renretcnt. 
f— r       CVly  ky  1'eglise  deit  ffou«  i 
De  sacrilege  M  poet  doter. 


U  Ki  vnqe^  chose  qe  es/  sacre ;4 

Ou  a  seius  oe.s''  dun.-, 

A  sei  memes''  ad  ajn»rMj.i-i.- 

E  cum  le  seon  ad  67 G 8 

Ceo  ne  e^7  mie  petit- 

Car  sacrilru''1  *'•<?  i»roue. 

IF  Ki  retient  rene  qe  ex/  dune 

A  seint  eglise,  san$  le  gre* 

fDe  ceoli  a  ki  la  chose  apent, 

Duner  ou  prester  a  suw  talent, 

Fere  le  couient  le  assej 

De  cely  qe  1'eglise  ad  gouerne$.f        677G 

U  Del  muster*  estrere  deue^  nul  how 

Si  il  ne  seit  mwlt  renome  larn?», 

Ou  homicide  en  1'eglise  ust  fet, 

Ou  autre  outraius  fcth  07>0 

Qe  fust  encuwtre  la  franchise 

Qe  fnt  duiu'  a1  seiwt  eglise, 

Du/^t  iu-1  deit  estrek  garant 

Egli>«-  a  ki  ad  fet  mal  si1  grant  : 

Issi  est  linre  en  d< 

Qe  teuir  n//>-  ex/111  coinaiul«:. 

II  Lay  ne  deit11  demorer 

Ouek  les  clers  en°  le  qeor, 

pDe  custume,  fet  a  sauer ; 

Meuj  li  naudreit  hors  ester.p 


t  U  Fe7)mi(-  e>7  plws'i  a  blanier 

t  Qe  estar  par  custnnu'  en  (^ueor,        6792 

Taut  cum  Imr  fet  n«»inement 
t  Le  seruise  Deu  &  le  &u  1.1 
t  Car  lea  clers  purreit  te; 

desturber  le1  chant  6796 

t  Kar  soiu-nt ."  \*<tr  fol  regar.i 

Viiunt  I'..!.-  i>< -n.M -^x  en  qeor.  [ir.i57,bk.,coi.ij 


egli.se  [leaf  .r>3].         h  ontragoua  meafet, 
ot  <l..tic  en.         k  .'»uer. 

111  u  t.  : 

M  ili-uifiit.        "  dedeni. 
-P  Omitt.'*!  in  l'>.         -i   K.-innu-s  sunt  unit. 
OHtoent.          "  IKHII.          l  de. 
Kar  sou. -n  t  B.  «m.  A. 
i. 
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[TJie  Tale  of  the   Temptation  of 
St.  John  Chrysostovris  Deacon.~\ 

An  lioly  man  telle])  vs  J)iis,  A  tale 

Men  calle  hym  Ion  Crysostomus ;        8820 
He  was  a  bysshope,  and  ful  gode  clerk, 
Jjat  shewe  hys  bokes  of  bys  work ; 
Swycb  grace  of  God,  grauntede  hym  was, 
At  euery  tyme  fat  lie  song  bys  masse  8824 
)5e  holy  goste  to  hym  was  sent 
whan  be  sbulde  receyue  f  e  sacrament ; 
Certeynly,  aftyr  f  e  sacre, 
Yn  a  dowue  lyknes  he  niyjt1  se,          8828 
So  wbyte  and2  so  blesful,  and  so  clere,  [if.  59] 
whan  be  vsed  vpp-on  f  e  antere. 
Of  fat  cumfort,  and3  fat  sy^t, 
He  fanked  ofte  God  almy^t.  8832 

)5e  fende  badde  \ar\\ith  enuye, 
And  \vnlde  sbewe  bys  wykked  maystry. 

A  day  seynt  Ion  sbulde  synge  bys  messe, 
\)&  fende  made  hym  yn  womman  lyknesse, 
weyl  atyrede,  wit/i  moche  pryde,  8837 
And  stode  ouf  er  men  besyde. 

Jpe  dekene  fat  serued  seynt  Ion, 
At  here  turnyng  tymes  ecbon  8840 

He  bebelde  fys  woftiman  weyl, 
And  bys  berte  chaiwged  euery  deyl  • 
Temptacyiw  of  fys  wowman, 
Oner  al  yn  bys  f o$t  byt  ran.  8844 

)3e  byssbope,  aftyr  fe  sacre, 
Sbulde  receyue  God,  as  byfyl4  to  be  ; 
As  he  stode  and  beylde5  fe  oste, 
He  loked  vp  aftyr  f e  holy  goste ;         8848 
But  fat  tyme  ne  come  byt  no^t. 
Seynt  Ion  badde  farfor0  grete  fo3t, 

1  myghte  hyt  se.         '2  Omitted. 
3  and  of.  -i  fyl.  *  held& 

6  >arfore  hade. 

a  out  a.         b  Ky  fu  eueske.         c  ses. 
d  sa  B,  om.  A.         e  Le  cors  sacre. 
1  coluni.         «  esp  esteit. 


[Source  not  known  to  G.  Paris.—  Hint.  Litt.  xxviii. 
203.] 

t  En  la  vie  de  mi  sei/it  bom.      .wmpium. 

t  Qe  loluni  Crisostome  aueita  nu?/,       6800 

t  Kuesque  esteit,h  &  ben  lettre, 

t  Ce  nnt  cesc  liures  ben  prone ; 

t  Cest  enesqe  vne  grace  out, 

t  Qwcmt  il  sad  messe  cbantout —         6804 

t  Auant  ([e  il  deueit  vser 

Qe  sacre  aueite  al  auter — 
t  Deuawt  li  vne  culuwbef  descendeit, 

Qe  le  sewt  espirit  fu,  bien  saueit ; g  6808 
t  E  apres  ceo  qe  il  aueith  sacre, 
t  Le  seiwt  home  fu  de  ceo  mwZt  Ice1 
t  E  Deu  adk  regracie. 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.]  6812 

t  H  A1  nn  iur  quant  il  cbanta, 

Le  deable  se  transfigure ; 
t  En  sew^blance  de  fe?>mie  appamst, 

E  entre  la  gentm  estut  6816 

t  Ou  le  sei?zt  home"  messe  cbanta ; 
t  Mes  le  deakene  qe  semi  la,° 
t  Ceste  fe??ime  ad  mwlt  regarde 

Cum  uers  nal  fut»  turne ;  6820 

t  De  la  fevmiQ  esteit fi  tewipte  ; 
Ner  sout  qe  ceo  fu  li  maufe. 
t  U  Q?««nt  la  messe  out8  sacre, 
t  E  receiure  deueit  le  cors  Dee,  6824 

t  Sus  uers  ciel1  regardeit, 

t  E  le  seiwt  espirit  ne  veeit" 

t  Qe  en  furme  de  coluwibe  venir  soleit, 


k  Si  ad  souent  deu. 
111  les  clers  en  le  quer. 


h  k'il  out.         *  le. 

I  Par  [If.  53,  col.  2]. 
n  seint  lohan  sa. 

0  E  le  dyakene  ky -serai  le  a.         P  se  est. 

(i  cele  f.  e.  mut.         r  Kar  il  ne. 

8  ly  eueske  aueit.         l  le  ciel  ferment. 

II  Mes  .  .  .  pas  ne  ueneit. 
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t  Be*  ceo  mwlt  marij  esteit ; 
t  Durement  se  pw/'i^enseit 

Si  il  ren  trespasse  au< : 
t  Quant  rien  en  sei  n'ad  troue, 


He  sogfit  yn  hys  herte  aboute, 
J?e/-yn  founde  he  no  doute 
:  yl  to  sywne,  ne  dedly  )>yng 
To  lette  J?e  holy  gostes  corny n_. 

He  called  hys  dekene  to  hym  bylyue,         t  Sun  deakene  ad  tost  apele ; 
unseyled  hym  *  he  shuld  hym  shryue      Estreiteme»t  Tad  deinande 
3yf  he  felt  ogfct  hym  wy)>-ynne,'  §       8857  §  Si  H  fusfcc  en  uui  Pecne  ; 
nianer  of  dedly  synne  Le  deilkene  »eld  osa  celer, 


}>oglit  or  clede  J>at  foil  mayst  mene ; 
Of  alle,  y  pray  J?e,  shryue  )>e  clene."    8860 

]5e  dekene  fan  opunly  wt't/t  moufe 
Shroue  hym  of  alii-  }>at  he  cou)>e. 
^e  seyde,  "  of  o  )>yng  y  haue  gret  doute  : 
Yn  jjoghtiis,  whan  we  turnede  aboute,1  8864 
On  a  womman  myn  -y^e  ys  y2-caste; 
)?e  sy$te  of  here  myn  herte  to-blaste 
And,  swal  yn  my3  herte  so  grete, 
pe  jjojt  of  here  ne  coude  y  lete ;  8868 

But  God  and  $ow,  mercy  y  crye  [leaf  59,  coi.  2] 
Of  )>at  J>o$t  and  J>at  folye." 

vsshope  seyd  hyt  was  tresuji 
< '!  f"  i'--!i. U-s  trinptacyuw.  8872 

Of  J>at  synne  he  asoyled  hym  fre,   | 
An<l  ;ede  a^en  to  hys  degre. 

Jje  dekene  loked  at  )>e  nexte  tnrnyng,  || 

\  as  a-wey,  he  sagfi  no  fyng ;        8876 
])e  holy  goste  come  furfe  a-none, 
An«l  hym  to  )>e  bysshope  Ion 

'•ynt  loun  was  )>er-of  blyfe, 
j)aiik.-,l  (;.,d  ful  felii  syj>e. 
For  woHtmens  sake,  J>ys  tale  y  told*-, 

v4  oute  of  )>e  chauns.-l  liolde 
wy|>  li.-r.'  b-ivheues,5  fe  deuylys  F. 

shal  fey  go  to  helle,  bofe  top 
:••;  8884 


Sun  pechc  comewca6  gmnter  ; 
Le  sei;tt  horn  lef  ad  coinand- 
t  Qe  vtremewt  deist  suw  pecln-  : 
La  deakene  fut  mult  cum*  sent*, 
Al  euesqe  ad  trestut11 


6836 

[tear  158] 


•5JS40 


Qe  une  femme  out  i*ega 
t  Cum  il  vers  val  fu  turne,k 
t  En  sun  qeor  la  coueita,1 


t  E  de  eel  pechc  merci  \n -i  i  ; '" 


6844 


k.-!.-l|.-l| 


lohan  de. 
«  pur  sun  pech4  esteit. 


T  Par  tant  ben  sen  apa/-cust 
Qe  ceo  fu  le  deable  i\e  aparust, 

||  Car  meintenawt  esuanist0 
Aj./>?s  le  premer  gard  46  il  list.'1        6848 

\  Seint  lohan,  absoluciun  1'ad  «li; 
E  le  deakene  a'i  sun  lu  est  return.  : 

t  Le  columbe  aparust,  cum  fut  custui; 


t  E  1'euesq^  adr  Deu  regi 
•    I'ur  ceo,  femme  en  chan«vl 
i: ntrc  clers  no  dust  ester, 


'  ho;  -nn  B 

h  tut.         •  rogai 

•  '  Al  primer  reard  k'il  feseit. 
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For  at  hyin  fey  lenu;  alle 

To  tempti*  men  yn  synne  to  fallc.         8886 

To  synne  fey  calle  men,  alle  fat  fey  may, 

why  shuld  fey  elles  make  hem  so  gay  1 

For  no-fyng  elles  are  J>ey  so  dy$t, 

I»ut  for  to  blyndr  imvmcs  sy$t. 

Certes  hyt  semef ,  at  alle  endes, 

)3at  many  of  hem  are  hut  f endes. 

And  36  clerk es1  nedef  to  be  wyse, 
$ow  nedef  cune  30 w2  self  chastyse ; 
3e  mo  we  se  yn  holy  wryt 
How  30  shul  kepe  $oure  ownl?  wyt. 

whan  $e  at  Goddes  seruyse  are, 
3e  shul  nat  fan  aboute  30 w  stare, 
Specyaly  wywmen  to  be-hokle, 
He  for  to  langle  wurdes  bolde. 

Clerk  we't/i  skyl  shulde  be  pryue, 
And  nat  yn  cherche  of  wurdes  fre  ; 
Ke  dysturble  men  vrith  hys  rage, 
For  hyt  ys  called3  sacrylage. 

kepe  f  y  body  yn  cherche  fro  syrcne, 
)3y  menbrys  and  f  y  wyt  m't/t-ynne ; 
Specyally  fy  fo$t  and  fy  sy^t,      [leaf  59,  back] 
)3an  may  fy  preyer  be  made  alle  ry$t.  8908 

Also  hyt  ys  vyleynye  to  werche, 
A  lewed  man  to  plete  yn  cherche, 
lay  courte,  or  elles  couwte, 
j)er  any  man  my^t  dampned  be ; 
Ke  quest  take  of  endytement 
yn  holy  cherche,  o\er  ^erde  purseynt 
Ne  sysours  oght  nat  to  enquere 
Of  felonye,  ne  of  fefte  fere ; 
)3ou  fat  hym  wreyest,  f ou  mayst  weyl  se 
J5ou  demyst  hym  \\iili  fat  ys  yn  f e. 
3yf  fou  yn  cherche  dest  any  of  fyse, 
)5ou  trespast  a^ens  fe  fraunchyse.          8920 

3yf  fou  euer  hauntedest  swych  outrage, 


8892 


8896 


8900 


8904 


8912 


8916 


1  clerkes  Je 
3  calledc  al. 


1  cu?me  jourc. 
4  pursent. 


t  Dea  mal  i\e  en  pout  auenir ; 
Car  de  fol  regard  vent  fol  desir. 


t  H  E  clers  se  dussenj;  chaustier 
Celb  hure  fe?«mes  regardrr  ; 
Car,  sache^,  ne  e^  mie  sage 


t  Qe  a  la  messe  ad  les  oils  volage. 


t  Tii^  les  meouernewsc  de  sun  cors, 
t  E  tuj  cesd  me??ibres  par  deliors, 
t  E  ces  pe?isiers  ausi  de  ein^,e 

Bien  gardir  eel  hure  estf  sen^. 
t  H  Ki  en  eglise  lur  plaies  tient^ 

Noster  seignur  Ihesu  ne  creint ; 
t  Seculer  plai,  cum  est  cunte, 
t  Ou  mort  de  home  cst  trete,h 


6856 


6860 


6864 


6868 


a  Pur.    b  Tel.    c  moment. 


II'  fet  en-cu??tre  la  franchise 
t  Qe  Deu  ad  duiu'  a  sei??t  eglise. 

d  les.         e  ses  i)eusers  a.  dedens. 

f  a  cele  houre  est  grant. 

K  en  seint  e.  plaitent. 

h  Tenir  ne  deit  horn  pur  uerite.        [  Kar  il. 
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yn  holy  cht-ivhr  w/t//  WV///IIKMI  tc»  i\t. 

£at  so  ferfurf  was  f  v  wyl 

feat  J>y  natuiv  dy.l-   spyl, —  8924 

:  «u  sy/mr.-t1  dedly  ;  * 
iii<:»ri;  fan  )?<>u  lay  ht-iv  by. 
For  Jms  sey  fey  J>at  clergy  can, 
he3  my^t  betyde  slaghter  of  man  ;        8928 
Also  holy  wryt  hyt  forb. 
w/tA  wo///man  to  do  flessli.-ly  d«-des; 
Yn  holy  stede,  hyt  ys  grete  awe  * 

de  to  do,  or  speke  wit//  sawe  ;      8932 
And  nam[e]ly  )>er  men  do  messe,  § 
Many  more  folde  J>c  syniir 
And,  for  to  fle[en]  swych  tiespas, 

1  ^ow  telle  an  aumturs  kas.   J     8936 


*  1T  Home  qe  fet  horrible  pec-he 

Kn  hi  qe  est  seintiti.  .  6872 

§  Ou  la  on  Icm  ad  auant  '  chanto, 

Sun  ]K-ch«-  ad  m?dt  a^; 

Pur  le  leu  qe  •  .^>i.4] 

Ou  a  scinj  oesh  atitK  ;  6876 

Plus  deit  celuy  estre  bl 

Qec  ceo  fere  e*/  acustnnu'-. 
I  Par  cu?*te  ceo  voil  »v.wiVnu'  /• 

meus  les  fols  chastici.  GSS0 


\T/'C  Tale  of  tl«'  Sacrilefficus 

together 


and  \\">i>    w) 


Jjyr  was  a  man,  and  hyght  Rychere,  A  talr 
A  ryche  of  pens  and  of  powere ; 
hyt  tellej)  algatc-  he  hadd«-  t-nmys, 

for  hys  gode,  or  for  folys  ;  8940 

Of  In-rn  liad-lf  hr  swyclu-  iln-dj-  &  eye, 
i  and  wnn.-d  yii  an  abbeyc. 
:»lint  d«-d  liym  a  diam})re  werche 
ivs  ese,  fast  by  }>••  dicrche  ;  8944 

.'I  liyst-  liaddi-  IHT«-  wn//nyn^,  ^JbSj» 
nd  diyldr,  and  nnjj'-/-  f.vn-. 
<  >  ny;t  Jjyr  was,  In-  km-\\v  liys  wyfe 
<  )f  tl.-sshely  dede,  as  fyl  here  lyfe  ;       8948 
J'.iyd.   and  l    wldr    hyt 

So  ny  J>e  chcrche,  swyi  h.  ,1,.,!,.  were  wro$t; 
JXjy  myghte  no  more  be  broghtc  a-sondre5 

1  aynnedest.  a  Jc< .            1 1 ,  •         *  ne. 

*-*  In  tlr  have  been 

v.  r  ml  MMJM.I  (>ut  by  some  ancient  fig- 

I-  -itit-. 


*  home  ad  mewc.         b  seint  vs.         «  K y  a. 

:gin 


t  U  Un  home  qe  out'1  nun  IJicher,  .ex<-mp/i«m. 

Cuwi  en  vn  linn-  oy1'  nnmcT, 
t  Pur  cos  i-nimis  <\r  1'n? 


t  Kn  vn.'  abb-  :  iierbeg*.  6884 

uesun,  ou  il  giseit, 
t  luste  lef  mur  del  ruli- 

Sa  fe?»me  ausi  i*  mam-it, 
t  E  cesu  en  fan;  .[«•  il  aucit.  G>SS 

II  auint  t-n1  vm-  n 
t  Qek  lo  prodom  sa  tVnmu'  n.nu-t 

En  la  nn'sv/'  k«-  defUj  1''  ,-lise, 

Oil  i         esteit1  ossise.  6892 

M-  -  I  >cn  ni 

Qe"  1«-  Iru  hciiun-P  ;/t  ni«-nt  ; 
t  Car0  ne  ix>eint  cstn-  H«- 

«  le  oi.         f  lointr  nl.         «  o\i  luy. 
'-  K  tux  H<>*.        i  A vint  issi  ke  a. 
k  Qe  A,  o 

::H  «li>  an.-int  In.          «  gltli 

i'urcooke.        °CarAlom.B. 


The  Saci*ilegim(£  Husband  and  Wife.     Don't  do  Lechery  in  Holy  Places. 


J)an  dog  and  bych  fat  men  on  wondre.5 
Betydde  a  shame,  fey  gu?i  to  crye,       8953 
Jjat  wundyr  fyl  on  here  folye. 

Mm  asked  sone  what  was  fat  drede ; 
At  fe  laste,  hyt  shewed  yn  dede.          8956 
Sone  oueral  ^ede  fat  fame ; 
3ow  far  nat  aske  $yf  fey l  f  o$t  shame. 

£ys  man  dyd  f  e  munkes  to  kalle, 
And  specyaly  besogftte  hem  alle  8960 

-To  praye  for  hem  yn  orysun 
J3at  fey  myghte  be  undoun.2 
"  And  largely  we  will  $ow  ^yue,  8963 

And  wurschyp  f  ys  stede  whyl  fat  we  lyue ; 
J3at  God  almy^ty  grau?ite  hyt  be  so 
)3at  oure  sy?me  he  wyl  vndo." 
)5ese  mu?*kes  besoghte  for  hem  a  bone, 
And  God  almy^ty  graimted  hyt  sone.  8968 

)3ere,  furgh  alle  here  ordynaiwce, 
jjey  dede  to3  ^VTyte  yn  boke  fys  chau?«ce, 
For  to  shewe  hyt  euer  more, 
\)at  ou^er  my^t  beware  far-fore.  8972 

}3ys  cliau?zce  fyl  nat  for  hem  allone, 
But  for  to  warne  vs  euerychone, 
)5at  we  shul  euermore  drede, 
Yn  holy  place  to  do  fat  dede.  8976 

For,  moche  more  dampnacyu?* 
wyl  falle  of  fornycacyu?z, 
And,  $yt  more  for  auowtrye 
Of  prestys  or  wyues  lecherye,  8980 

whan  God  toke  wreche,  fat  many  of  spake, 
For  a  dede  fat  was  do  yn  ry^fc  wedlake. 

J)ys  yche  chau?«ce,  to  ^ow  y  tolde,  [leaf  co] 
For  hyt  ys  gode  yn  herte  to  holde,       8984 
Xamly  men  of  holy  cherche, 
)5at  fey  fer-ynne  no  swyche  dede  werche. 

1  he?>i. 

-— -  The  figleafite  lias  scratched  over  these  two 
lines  too.  3  do. 


t  Pl«^  qe  chiens  qcj  esteie?ita  cuple.      6896 
t  Le  prodoiii  pur  ceo  ad]>  crie, 

Si  ad  ayde  demande. 

Pus  qe  le  cri  esteit  leue, 

La  gent  ic  su«t  assemble  ;  6900 

Pour  aueint  ens'1  m?/lt  gyaut, 
t  K  lni?ite,  sache^,  pl/w  en  tant.e 
t  Les  moignes  vnt  tu^  apelof 

t  Qe  pur  eu$  priasse^t  da«ipne«  Dee ; 

E  pur  le  seinth  leu  honurer  6905 

Promistre/it  de1  lur  chateus  duner, 

t  Si  Deu  lur  grantastk  sancte, 

t  E  les1  panlunast  lur  peche.  6908 

t  U  Les  moignes  pur  0113  vnt  p/ve, 

t  E  deus  les  adm  deliuerc ; 
Cest  qe  en  liure  le  cu?iten  escrit 
Conust  tres  bien,  cum0  il  dist,          6912 
Le  63  &  les  freres  ceoluy      [leaf  iss,  back] 
Qe  tiel  chastiement  out  desenii.p 

t  IT  Par  ceste  cu?ite,  e^  bien  prone 
Qe  Deu  est  mwlt  coruce  6916 

t  Q?4«nt  home  fet  folie  &i  uilte 
En  lu  qe  a  luy  estr  dedie. 


a  ky  sunt.         b  pur  coe.         c  se. 
fl  ens  B,  tu$  A.        e  centi?itant. 


prie". 


«  dame.         h  E  .  .  seint  B,  Pur  le  A. 
1  de  A,  om.  B.         k  dcus  les  g?-antassent. 
.]  lur.         m  du  les  ad  ben. 
n  Cil  k'en  cest  1. 1'exemple.        °  si  cum. 
P  A  ki  cest  chastiement  chai. 
i  on  [If.  54].         r  ke  est. 


•inst  Carols  and  Games  in  Churchyards.     The  SacHlegiou*  Carollcrs. 

karoll*-.*,  WIM-  >r  somour  games,      t  U  Karoles  no  lutes  nul  deit*  fere 

whoso  euer  hauutc)>  any  swyche  shames  En  seint  eglise,  qeb  me  veut  crere  ;  6920 

Yn  cherche,  o\>er  yn  cherchejerd,          8989   f  Car  en  cymite/-  neis  karoler, 
Of  sacrylage  he  may  be  a-ferd  ;  f  Est  outrage  grant,  on  luter. 

Or  entyrhules,  or  s-yn.u'.v:  Souent  lur  e*tf  mesc  auenu 

Uire  bete,  or  o)v  /  ,  8992       Qe  la  fet  tel  maiier  de  iu,d  6924 

forbodyn  es,  Qe«  grant  peche  est,  desturber 

whyle  fe  prest  stondej)  at  messe.  f  Le  prestre  quant  deit  celebrer/ 

Alle  swyche,  to  euery  gode  prestc  ys  lothe, 
-•i/mer  wyl  In;  m:ik«»  hym  wroth  8996 
Jjan  he  wyl,  \>nt  ha))  no  wyt, 

-:<indr|?  nat  holy  wiyt; 

.  at  hygli'/  tyi. 

karolles  to  synge,  and  rede  rymys,        9000 
Noght  yn  none  holy  stedes,  t  De  den$  ne  de-hors  I'--.: 

rl  -1  -•)?.-  prestes  be-!  nt  fere  deit  le*  sen:  6928 

Or  3yf  li'  ~\m 

Or  any  uiijje/-  deuocyiui,  9004 

lage  ys  alle  hyt1  t-  Deu  en  ost  malh  } 

);  •.  -  ami  many  oj?c/-  f«..M.-.  Par  vn  ensample  ad'  must: 

IJut  for  to  leue,  yn  cherche  to-  daunce,          kH  En  le  itineraire  de  sei«t  Clemc7it, 

t«;ll«-  a  ful  -rete  chauwce,  J5  9008       Qu  fu  de  si  beal  documewt,k  6932 

And  -t  )?at  fel  §  Vne  cimte  de  mult1  gr^nt  pit<: 

Ys  as  so]>  as  j)e  gospel  ;3  Encu/itrc  tiels  ami///  tn-iu'-.1" 

:  fyl  fys  change  yn  J>ys  londe, 
Yn  Iii-laii-l,  a.-  y  vn«lyrstonde  ;  901  - 

icynges  tyme  )?at  hyglit  1-Mwar  1, 
Fyl  )>ys  i-liatinri-  Jjat  was  s«>  hard. 


[T/i<1    'r«l>'   «t'  the    Sacrilegious    Carollers,   and    /«>"'    tl«  ;i   >?«nst 
/•  for   '"-'he  Months  without  stopping,  and   tl«  a 

about  *'"!//!/  ever  "/5v/v/v//v/x.4] 

v|.p-on  a  crystf.-mt'sse  ny^t  t  II  auint  la  nuyt"  de  n«'«-l,        .cxmp/ntn. 

?t  ;  J        9016       Qwant  nas^Mi  li  reis°  de  ciel,  6936 

H.  *  no  .l.-it  nul.        b  ky.        °  i 

i  a«  )»e  go-  ;  ,,\v        •'   Ky  fni  .-"dogeu.         «  IN 

telh-  II.  f  cliaiit.-r.        B  ledeu. 

'»  Kar  ke  <\cn*  wit  de  cx>o  m.il.  •m.-ut. 
1  ad  ben.        k-k  B.  omits  thcae  Hues. 

0,  I'.uis,  !.  ni  trou4. 

0  par  la  noil.-.        «  ray. 
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yn  wodehed,  as  hyt  were  yn  cuntek  J  {  Gen$  menerewt  la  karole 

j3-v  come  to  a  toiwne  men  calles1  Colbek  ;  I  En  vne  cuwipainie  fole, 

,      t       -  ,   .,  .  .   .  .  „  .          ft  «      luste  vn  muster  al  ourea  cnanterent 

);    ,  herche  of  fe-  toimne  fat  fey  to  come,  §       £  ^  ^  destupberent  6,J40 

Yt    of   seynt    Magne    fat  suffred  martyr-  g  L'eglise  esteitc  dedi($ 

dome ;     *  9020  #  En  hon?/r  de  un  martird  nome* 

Of  seynt  Bukcestre  hyt  ys  also,    [leaf GO,  001.2]       Sei?it  Magn?/*,— en  franceis  sei?<t  grant. 
Seynt  ^lagnes  suster,  J>at  )>ey  come  to. 
here  names  of  alle,  J)us  fonde  y  wryte,3 
And  as  y  wote,  now  shul  ^e  wyte  :4     9024 
here  lodi:s-man  J)at  made  hem  glew, 
J)us  ys  -\vryte,3  he  hy^te  Gerlew  ;5 
Twey  maydens  were  yn  here  coueyne, 
^layden  Merswynde  and  AVybessyne ;  9028 
Alle  )>ese  come  fedyr  for  fat  enchesone, 
Of  fe  prestos  dogfityr  of  fe  toimne. 

])e  prest  hy^t  Robert,  as  y  kan  aine ; 
A^one,  hyght  hys  sone  by  name ;          9032 
Hys  doghter,  fat  f ese  men  wulde  haue, 
)3us  ys  wryte,3  fat  she  hy^t  Aue  ; 
Echouwe  consented  to  o  wyl, 
who  shuld  go,  Aue  oute  to  tyl :  9036 

]3ey  graunted  cchone  out  to  sende 
Bofe  Wybessync  and  Merswynde. 

Jjese  wo7»meu  3ede  and  tolled  here  oute 
wyf  hem  to  karolle  f  e  cherche  aboute.  9040 
Beune  ordeyned  here  karollyng ; 
Gerlew  endyted  what  fey  shuld  syng : 
Jjys  ys  f  e  karolle  fat  fey  siwge, 
As  tellef  fe  latyn  tunge.  9044 

"  Equitdbat  Beuo  per  siluam  frondosam, 
Ducehat  secum  Merswyndam  formosam, 
Quid  stamus,  cur  non  imus  ?  "  6 
[ A  gap  in  the  MS.}  9048 

1  calle.       2  )>e  H,  om.  0.       :!  wrete.       4  \vete.  certain  Dietrich  (Theodoricus),  who  pretended  that 

6  0.  inserts  wrongly —  he'd  been   one  of  those  dancers,  and  who  was 

f>e  ovfycr  twelue,  here  name's  alle,  cured   of   his  convulsive    malady  at   Wilton  in 

pus  were  )>ey  wrete  as  y  can  kalle.  England,  at  the  tomb  of  St.  Edith.     The  original 

6  Equitdbat  dux  Bovo  per  silvam  frondosam,  etc.  song,  latinised  above,  was  Low-Saxon. — Romania, 

See  the  study  of  this  legend  of  the  Curst  Dancers  xxv.  340-1. 

by  Schroder  of  Marburg  before  the  Congress  of  - 

German  Philologists  and  Teachers  in  1895  (since  a  la  pareie  del  eglise.         b  pr.  del  eglise. 

publisht).     The  first  couplet  of  the  song  that  the  c  E  cest  eglise  esteit  funde  &. 

Colbigk  dancers  sang  in  1013  is  traced  back  to  a  d  le  h.  i.  in.  ky  est. 
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fe  leued  wode  rode  Beuolyn.-, 
wyf  hyni  In-  leddr  feyiv  Mt-rs  \vyne; 
why  stond-  :  we]  why  go  we  noght?" 

-  ))e  karolle  fat  Grysly  wrogfit.    905*2 
_e  fey  yn  fe  cherche^erd,  — 
Of  foly  were  fey  no  fyng  aferd,  — 
f»-  maty  nes  were  alle  done, 
And  j?e  nifsse  shuld  bygynni?  sone.       9056 

1  >reste  }iym  reuest  to  begy/me  messe, 
And  fey  ne  left  ferfore,  neuer  fe  lesse, 
liut  daunsed  furfe  as  fey  bygan  ;  [ie*f  eo.btck] 
For  alle  fe  messii  fey  ne  blan.  9060 

reste,  fat  stode  at  fe  autere 
And  hi-rde  here  noys»:  and  here  bere, 

Fro  fe  auter  down  he  nani,  f  aNeis  le  p/-estre  meintenant  6944 

1  to  fe  cherche  porche  he  cam,        9064    f  A  cele  ge?it  cut  issu}, 
seyd,  "on    Goddes   behalue,1  y  jow    f  E  les  ad  d<  -f«  -nduj 
forbede 

:    no  lenger  do  swych  dede  ;  t  Qe  il  plz«  ne  karolasse«t, 

onief  yn,  on  feyre  manere,  M  <  t[e  il  el  must/y  entrassertt*         6948 

i':s  seruyse  for  to  here,  9068 

And  dof  at  Crystyn  mewnys  lawe  ; 
karollef  no  more  for  Crystys  awe, 

•-•hypjK'f  \\yni  \v/t//  alle  $o\\re  my^t, 

.  ne  was  lx»re  fys  nyjt."  9072 

For  all«?  liys  l.yddyni:,  lefte  fey  no^t,         f  H  Lah  premere  messe  deueit  chant 
furf,  as  fey  fo3t.  t  Mes  il  nel  lessere/itc  p<-s  aun. 

lore  was  sore  a-greued,  f  Le  prestn-  ],///•  ceo  ad  Deu  prie  [lf>  JJJ;^'' 

}?at  he  on  beleuyd,         9076       Qe  en'1  <-u;  inustrast  sa  po<-  6952 

for  seynt   Magne,  fat   he  wulde   so  §  Qe  vn  an  enti*  -ser, 

werche,     J  I  poeint  ensie  karoler, 

••hyp,  sette  was  fe  cherche,          Pus  qe  il  ne  volei/tt  lesser 

|)at  swych  a  veniaunce  were  on  hem  sent  |        Tielcf  nut  \mr  Deu  honurer.  6956 

fey  oute  of  fat  stedcS  were  went,  9080   }  Pria*  seiwt  grant  ensemewt 
;  so  wende  |  Qe  de  euj  prist  vengemc/it. 

Vnto  fat  •  luriiionth 


half*.  ;  >eyO,  om.  H. 

b  Kar  la.         «  M.  pur  ly  ne  uolaient. 


e  nreatre  a  eus  issi  mainteoant,  *  a.        •  Pusent  if  itsi  [If.  54, 

Si  lur  .1-fi  n.li  k.-  phis  nc  karolawnt  '  Cele.        «  E  pria  a. 

M"S  k.'  .'ii   lr  ,^'lis,-  ;i  Ml-  1    ••!lt/-'"--Ht. 
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(Yn  fe  latyne  fat  y  fonde  fore,  9083 

he  seyf  nat '  tweluemonth,'  but '  euermore.1) 
He  cursed  hem  fere  alsaume 
As  fey  karoled  on  here  gaume. 

as  sone  as  f  e  preste  hadde  so  spoke,  9087 
Euery  hande  yn  ovtyer  so  fast  was  loke, 
Jjat  no  man  my3t  \\ith  no  winulyr 
J3at  tweluenionfe1  parte  hem  asundyr. 

\)e  preste  ^ede  yn,  whan  fys  was  done, 
And  oommatifided  hys  sone  A^one       9092 
)5at  he2  shulde  go  swyfe  aftyr  Aue, 
Otite  of  fat  karolle  algate  to  haue. 
But  al  to  late  fat  wurde  was  seyd,        9095 
For  on  hem  alle  was  f  e  veniaiwce  leyd. 

A^one  wende  weyl  for  to  spede ;   ^JJ,60^" 
Vn-to  f  e  karolle  asswyf  e  he  3ede ; 
hys  systyr  by  fe  arme  he  hente, 
And,  fe  arme  fro  fe  body  wente.   J      9100 
Men  wundred  allc,  fat  fere  wore, 
And  merueyle  mo  we  36  here  more, 
For  sefen  he  had  fe  arme  yn  hande, 
)3e  body  3ede  furf  karoland ;  f  9104 

And  nofer3  body,  ne  fe  arme, 
Bledde  neuer  blode,  colde  ne  warme,  || 
But  was  as  drye,  vfith  al  f  e  haunche, 
As  of  a  stok  were  ryue  a  braunche.       9108 

A3one  to  hys  fadyr  went, 
And  broght  hym  a  sory  present : 
"loke,  fadyr,"  he  seyd,  "and  haue  hyt  here, 
j)e  arme  of  fy  doghtyr  dere  9112 

))at  was  myn  owne  syster  Aue, 
)5at  y  wende  y  my3t  a4  saue. 
)3y  cursyng,  now  sene  hyt  ys 
vfith  veniaunce  on  fyn5  owne  flessh;  9116 
Felly che  f  ou  cursedest,  and  ouer  sone ; 
J)ou  askedest  veniauTzce,  fou  hast  fy  bone." 

3ow  far  nat  aske  3yf  fere  was  wo 

1    tweluemonj>e  H,  twelfmonjjc  0. 

-  he  0,  om.  H.         3  no]>er  ]?e.         4  haue. 

f)  ]>yn  0,  }>y  H. 


Ore,  escute}  gmnt  pitc ! 
t  Sicu?u  le  pj-estre  out  Deu:l  prie,         6960 


t  L'an  entier  vnt  karole. 
Meus  lur  vaudreit  auer  cesse 
Quant  il  fureftt  amoneste. 
[ no  <jap  in  the  MS.]  6964 

U  Treis  fe?^-mes  en  la  sewble,b 

Ec  quatw  homes,  vnt  karole  : 

Vned  aueit  a  nun  Marcent, 

De  kie  Deu  prist  vengeme?zt ;  6968- 

Sun  frere,  qe  lohau  fu  apele,f 
t  Pa?«  le  bras  1'ade  sake 

Pur  luy  estrere  de  la  karole ; 
|  Mes  le  bras  estret  de  la  cauole;         6972 
||  Nule  gute  de  sane  ad  seigne  ; 

Le  miracle  par  tant  est  agrege ; h 
*  Ouesqes  les  autres  est  demore 

L'an,  cu??z  le  p?*estre  auoit  pne.         6976 


a  deu  A,  om.  B. 
d  Vne  de  eus. 
8  vabras  ly  ad. 


*>  le  assemble.        «  Oue. 
c  Des  queus.        *  nom6. 
h  uerifie. 
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w/tA  fe  preste  and  \\iih  many  mo.       9120 
);    prest  fat  cursed  for  fat  daunce, 
-.me  «•£  hys,  fyl  hardi-  chaunce. 

:,c  hys  Jollity r  arme  forlorn 
And  bynvd  liyt  on  fe  nifiTi  ;  9124 

day,  fe  arme  of  Aue, 
he  fonde  hyt  lyggyng  aboue  fe  graue. 

1  hyt  on1  anouf-r  day, 
And  eft  aboue  J)e  graue  hyt  lay  :  9128 

J3i-  fryddi-  tyme  lie  byryrd  liyt, 
And  eft  was  hyt  kast  oute  of  fe  pyt. 
)>   pri-st  wnldt-  hynv  hyt  no  more; 
he  dredde  fe  veniaiwi-  fi-rly  sore;       9132 
yn-to  fe  cherche  he  bare  )?<•  M 

irede  and  doutc  of  more  harme, 
he  ordeyned  hyt  for  to  !•«•.  [leafci] 

J)at  euery  man  niyjt  wit//  ye  hyt  se.     9136 

);•  M  nirii  J>at  $ede  so  karolland 
Alle  fat  jeiv  hand  yn  hand, 

euer  oute  of  fat  stede  jede, 
Ke  iionl-  myjt  hem  f«-//ni.:  lede;  9140 

))ere  fe  cursyng  fyrst  bygan, 
yn  fat  place,  a-boute  fi-y  ran, 

QI  /•  ne2  felte3  fey  no  werynes —  IF  Apres  qe  sis  meis"  sunt  pazse^, 

As  many  Imdyes,  for  goyng,  dos —       9144       lesqe^  les  genols  simt  eufuwdre^  ; h 
06  drank  diynkr,  Ap?'es  Tan,  iesqe  lur  coste. 

Ke  slepte  onely  a-lepy  wynke;  [ no  yap  in  tl«  MX.]  6980 

Nyjt,  ne  day,  f.-y  wyst  of  none,  9147 

whan  hyt  was  come,  whan  hyt  was  gone ; 

'i,  hayle  ne  re\ 

Of  cold*-  nc  lu-tc,  lflt«-  fey  no  peyin-  ; 
Heere  n--  nayl«  >  m-u«  /•  ;j 

Ne  solowcd  rl,,f(-s,  n,.  tuin.-d  h,.\v.-  ;     9152 
Jjunil .  |  dyd  lifiu  n«»  • 

(  JIM  Ides  mercy  dyd  hyt  fr«>  li«-iu  were; 
^c  fat  songge  f«t  fe  wo  wrojt, 
liy  go  we  no$t?"    0 
wli.it  man  .>huM  fyr  be,  yn  fys  1- 

1  hyt  on  0,  on  H.  »  moya.        b  paase  .  .  .  enfundre. 

»  feltO,  fettc  H 
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)3at  ne  wulde  hyt1  see,  and  fedyr  dryue? 
]3e  Emperoure  Henry  come  fro  Koine 
For  to  see  fys  hard[i:]  dome ;  9160 

whan  he  hem  say,'2  he  wepte  sore 
For  f  e  myschefe  fat  he  sagli  fore ; 

carpontors 

He  ded  come  wry^tes  for  to  make 
Coueryng  ouer  hem,  for  tempest  sake;  9164 
But  fat  fey  wroght,  hyt  was  yn  veyn, 
For,  hyt  come  to  no  certeyn  ; 
For  fat  fey  sette  on  oo3  day, 
On  fe  toufer,  downe  hyt  lay  ;  9168 

Ones,  twyys,  f ryys,  fus  fey  wro$t, 
And  alle  here  makyng  was  for  no3t ; 
Myghtno  coueryng  hyle  hem  fro  colde  9171 
Tyl  tyme  of  mercy,  fat  Cryst  hyt  wolde. 

Tyme  of  grace  fyl  furgh"  hys  rny^t  [ci.coi.s] 
At  f  e  twelvemonth"  ende,  on  fe  ^ole  ny^t, 
J3e  same  oure  fat  f  e  prest  hem  banned, 
fte  same  oure,  atwynne  fey  woned ;      9176 
Jpat  houre  fat  he  cursed  hem  ynne, 
jjat4  same  oure  fey  3ede  atwynne  : 
And,  as  yn5  twynkelyng  of  an  ye, 
Yn-to  fe  cherche  gun  fey  flye,  9180 

And  on  f  e  pauement  fey  fyl  alle  downe, 
As  fey  hade  be  dede,  or  fal  yn  a  swone. 

Jpre  days,  styl,  fey  lay  echone, 
J)at  none  steryd,  ofer  flesshe  or  bone,  9184 
And,  at  fe  fre  days  ende, 
To  lyfe  God  grauutede  hem  to  wende. 
j)ey  sette  hem  vpp,  and  spak  apert 
To  fe  parysshe  prest,  syre  Robert :       9188 
"J)ou  art  ensample  and  enchesutt 
Of  oure  long  confusyu?* ; 
))oii  maker  art  of  oure  trauayle, 
]3at  ys  to  many  grete6  meruayle ;          9192 
And  f  y  traueyle  shalt  fou  sone  ende, 

1  hyt  ne  wulde  0,  hyt  ne  wulde  hyt  H. 


f  Mes  Deu,  qea  plein  est  do  pite, 
A  eel  hure  les  ad  visite  ; 
Car,  pur  eu^  ad  prii3b 
L'euesqe  de  Coloine,  la  cite, 
Qe  sei?it  Herbert  estc  noine. 
Gracid  seit  Ihe^u,  le  63  De", 
Card  pa?'  eu$  i\us  ad  chausti^. 
[  .....  no  (jap  in  the  MS.] 


6984 


6988 


yn  a. 


ful  gret. 


J>at  0,  fe  H. 


a  ky.        b  B.  omits  this  line,  prefixes 
to  the  next,  and  after  "nome"  adds — 

Entetttiuement  ad  vur  eus,  Deu  pil 
E  si  sunt  par  tant  deliuer^. 

c  esteit.        d  Ky. 


Kar" 
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For  to  }>y  long  home,  sone  slialt  Jv/u  wemle." 

Alle  )>ey  ryse  }>at  yche  t 
Hut  Aur  :   >\^'  lay  d.-de  l)esyde  ;  9196 

snr,,w.'  luul  here  fadyr,  here  broker, 
M-  rueylo  and  drede  had  alle  oilier, 
Y  trow  no  drede  of  soule  dcde,  9199 

Dut  w/t/<  pyne  was  brogftt  fe  body  dede. 
))e  fyrst  man  was  fr  fadyr,  ))e  prest, 
]5at,  deyd  aftyr  )>e  do^tyr  nest, 
yche  arine  )>at  was  of  Aue, 
non.;  iny^t  leye  yn  graue,  9204 

Jje  empo'our^  dyd  a  vessel  werche 
To  do  hyt  yn,  and  hange  yn  Jje1  cherche, 
]3at  alle  men  my^t  se  hyt  and  knawe,  9207 
Andfvnk  (in  Jj«-  i-haiiwci-  wlirn men2  hyt sawe. 

:  j)at  hadde  go  Jms  karolland 
Alle  }?e  ^ere,  fast  hand  yn  hand, 

}?at  Jjey  were  fan  asunder,  [6i,  bk.]  921 1 
lit-  }je  worlde  spake  of  hem  wunder  : 
nit-  liMpjiyn.u'  fat  )?ey  fyrst  $ede, 
)5.it  dauwce  ^ede3  fey  jwruh  land  and  lede; 
And  as  fvy  ne  my^t  fyrst  be  vnboiwde, 
Soefte  to-gflyr  my$t  J>i-y  m-uer4  be  fouinle, 
Ne  my^t  )>cy  neuer  come5  a$eyn  '.'i'  1  7 

To-gedyr,  to  oo  stede  cert<  yn. 

Foure  ^ede  to  )>e  courte  of  Rome, 
And  en*  /•  lioppyug  aboute  ))ey  nome  ;  9220 

sundyr  lepys  oome  )?••>•  Jvdyr, 
Lut  J>i-y  come  neuer  efte  to-gcdyr ; 
Here  clones  nc  roted,  ne  naylus  gi. 

\.    IP-   S"l«i\v«'d    lirwe,         'JL'L'  I 

Ne  neii'  /•  lia.Mr  J>«-y  aiii«'iid«:iwnt, 

rsryut, 

vyrgyne  S«-ynt  Ivi;. 
was  in-  hotened,  K»-  ht; 

D  Irni.-n  ; 

A8  he-  •  iv   ton///lM-   1). 

H.\M»I.Y.\«i     81  it 
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)>ere  he  hade  hys  niedycyiu-, 

At  seynt  Edyght,  )>e  holy  vyrgyne.       9232 

Brunyng,  j>e  bysshope  of  seynt  Tolous, 
wrote  )>ys  tale  so  merueylous ; 
Se))])e  was  hys  name  of  more  renoiw, 
Mon  called  \\yru  fe  pope  Leou« ;          9236 
j)ys  at  J>e  court  of  Rome  fey  wyte, 
And  yn  }>e  kronykeles  hyt  ys  wryte, 
Yn  many  stedys  be-^ounde  )>e  see, 
More  J>an  ys  yn  j)ys  cuntre;  9240 

Jjarfor  men  seye,  an  weyl  ys  trowed, 
")5e  nere  Jje  cherche,  ]>e  fyrfer  fro  God." 

So  fare  men  here  by  Jjys  tale  : 
Some  holde  hyt  but  a1  troteuale ;         9244 
Yn  o\>er  stedys  hyt  ys  ful  dere, 
And  for  grete  merueyle  J?ey  wyl  hyt  here ; 
A  tale  hyt  ys  of  feyre  shewyng, 
Ensample  and  drede  a^ens  cursyng;     9248 
)3ys    tale    y    tolde    ^ow,    to    make-    $ow 

aferde,  [leaf  61,  back,  col.  2] 

Yn  cherche  to  karolle,  or  yn  cherche  ^erde, 

JSamely  a^ens  ]?e  prestys  wylle ; 

leuejj,  whan  he  byddej)  }ow  be  stylle,  9252 

langlyng  longej)  to  sacrylage ; 
J5;ir-oi;'  takej)  J)e  fende  taylage  ; 
Tangle  we  yn  cherche  neuer  so  lyte, 
Alle  J>atwe  do3  langle,  Jje  fende  dojje  wryte,  § 
And  shal  shewe  hyt  before  oure  face    9257 
Avhan  hys  rolle  ys  broght  yn  place  : 
And  y  shal  tellc,  as  y  kan, 
A  bourde  of  an  holy  man.  9260 


j  •  Li  '.ON  IX  (Jii-unon),  ceiit  cinnuaute-cinquit'ine 
pape,  successeur  de  Damase  II,  n^  le  21  juiu 
1002,  elti  le  11  fevrier  1049,  mort  le  19  avril 
1054.'— Nouv.  Biog.  (tin.  xxx.  714/2.  Paris, 
1859.] 


f  U  Pa?1  tant  sumes  aparceu 

Qe  ceo  ne  est  mie  gas  ne  iu,a 
f  luste  1'eglise  karoler, 

Ou  en  cymiter  pleder,  [ieafir,;»]  6992 

Pur  le  p?-estre  desturber 

Qwant  il  chantc  al  muster.b 

H  Mes  cbescim  home  sietc  par  qeor 
f  Qe  en  eglise  est  peche,d  iangler,         6996 

l3uter  poe}e  pur  verite 
§  Qe,  quant  qe  aue^  laf  iangle, 

Del  deable  vus%  ert  reherce 
t  Q«#nt  su?^  roule  ert  mustro,  7000 

Si  ci  ne  seit  amende 

E  par  t'OTifessiun  ouste. 


[The  Tale  of  the  Devil'*  Disappointment  witli  the  Chattering  Women.~\ 

Shortly  to  tellc,  and  nat  longe,       A  tale 
An  holy  man  hys  niesse  songe ; 
And  at  }>e  messe,  whan  tyme  fel 
Jje  dekene  to  rede  J>e  gospel,  9264 


1  but  for  a.         2  to  make  H,  om.  0. 
3  langle  0,  do  langle  H. 


a  Ke  coe  .  .  geu  [If.  54,  bk.  ]. 
b  deit  le  office  Deu  chanter.         c  scet  ben. 
d  Ke  p.  est,  en  le  eglise.         e  Tuz  poent  do'ter. 
f  ky  ylokes  vnt.         s  Ke  del  deble  lur. 
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Yn  hys  redyng,  none  wyst  why. 
he  logh"  a  grete  lagfiter  an  hy. 

]5e  preste,  and  o\>er  pat  pere  stod.-, 
helde  hym  a  fole,  )>at  coude  no  gode.   9268 
S.  ^.;,  whan  )>e  messe  was  done, 
J3««  preste  asked  )>e  dekene  sone, 
'  wliy  pat  he  so  i'erde,  and  how 
pat  }..•,  yn  liys  -osjn-1,  login'1  9272 

Moche  parfore  In-  ,ur an  hym  blame, 
For  pe  lewed  folk  )>ogh"t  hyt2  shame. 

)5o  dekene  told  hym  why  hyt  fel 
fere  to  laghe3  yn  hys  gospel :  9276 

v  ivMr  }>at  yche  tyde, 
Twi-y  WV///IIM-II  I  angled  |>ere  besyde  ; 

v\  li.-ni  to.4  y  say"'  a  fende 
w/t//  [>enne  and  ]>;iic]n men  yn  honde,  9280 
And,  wrote  alle  )>at  eu^>r  J>ey  spake, 
l'i yuyly  l^e-hynde  here  l>ak> . 

whan  liys  rollo  was  wryte  allc  ful, 
To  draw.;  hyt  onto  lie  gan  to  pul ;         9284 
w/t//  hys  tej>e  he  gan  to  drawe, 
And  hardc  for  to  tugge  and  gnaw*-, 
)5at  hys  rolle  to-braste  and  rofe ;      Deaf  62] 
Ami  hys  lit-oV  a^-ns  f»-  \vull«>  drofe       9288 

ml,  :in«l  so  ferly  sore, 
Whan  hys  parch. -men  was  no  more. 
whan  y  .-ay  J>;it,  y  lete  SO  gode, 

i-t  «>n  la^ht.-r  )>ere  y  stode,  9292 

iii"«-hf  .-..row  haddr, 
;  ytyng  was  alle  to-fade ; 
And  \vh«-n  h«-  |iaiT«-yufd  jjat  y  wyste, 

.!'••  liyt  w/t//  hys  fyste,         9296 
And  w.'iit  a-wcy,  all.-  t'-T  shame  ; 
Hid  haddo  gode  ga' 

J)e  jm-.-t  hy///  a>k«-d  '  wln-dyr  he  say  mo.' 

,    h-  s.  .  l.-rego,     9300 

And  wrote  oueral  J>«  Id. , 

so  moch-  jrde  heholde; 

1  ynogh, 
3  laghhe.         «  two.         '  sagh«. 
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For  fat  he  dyd,  fere-at  y  lo.  9304 

pan  wyst  fe  prest,  f  urgli  fat  sy$t 
£at  he  was  weyl  wtt/i  God  almy^t. 

For  langlers,  f  ys  tale  y  tolde, 
J3at  fey  yn  chcrche  here  tuuges  holde.  9308 
Speke  to  God  yn  fy  preyere, 
And  fat  shal  nat  f e  fende  here. 
)3ou  I  angler,  take  fou  gode  kepe,          9311 
hyt  were  wel  bettyr  fou  were  on  slepe ; 
3yf  nyt  ne  be  amended  here,1 
Elleswere  shalt  fou  a-bye  hyt  dere. 

Sacrylage  also  may  be  for  tyf e ; 
yn  fat,  synne  men  ful  ofte  syfe.  9316 

Of  alle  f  yng,  fat  f  e  newef , 
Tyf  e  ry}tly,  or  elles  hyt  fe  rewef ,     § 
Of  fe  werst  fou  shalt  nat  3yue, 
For  fan  lesest  fou  fy  gode  yn  fy  ]yue ; 
Ne  jyue  hyt  nat  vrith  wykked  wyl,      9321 
For  al  f  e  touf  er,  mayst  fou  fan  spyl ; 
3yue  God  f  e  best  fat  fou  mayst  haue, 
And  alle  fe  toufer  he  wyl  fe  saue.2     9324 

Foure  fynges  are  $yue  specyaly  [if.  02,  col.  2] 
To  euery  man  fat  tyf ef  ry^tly  ;      noa  bene 
)3e  fyrst  ys,  long  lyfe  to  haue ; 
j)e  toufer,  fe  yn  gode  hele  to  saue;       9328 
J)e  f  ryd  ys,  g?4acu  gode  wtt/i-ynne  ; 3 
)5e  fourf  e,  for^yuenes  of  f  y  synne  : 
3yf  fou  wylt  haue  any  of  f yse, 
Tyfe  weyl,  and  on  gode  syse.4  9332 

3yf  fou  turnedest,  for  worldes  wynnyng, 
halewed  place,  or  holy  f  yng, 
Cherche  $erde,  or  fere  chapyl  was, 
Tymber,  stones,  eren,  or  glas,  9336 

Curteynes,  or  ouf er  vestyment, 
Or  any  of  er  vesselement 
))at  fallef  to  holy  cherches  seruyse, 


1  0.  inserts — Wy>  shryfte  of  mouth  and  pen- 
auTice  clere. 

2  0.  inserts— But  Jwu  do  so,  wyte  >ou  weyl 

He  wyl  J>e  reue  eury  deyl. 


t  H  Chescuw  horn  deit  dreit*  dimer, 
§  Qe  Deu  ne  vodera  corucier ;  7004 

Ki  del  meillur  li  durra, 
En  la  manereb  -plus  trouera. 
Deu  dune,  sache^,  sa  malicun — 
Ceo  dit  le  prophete  a  chescu?i  horn — 
Qe  en  sa  faude  ad  vnc  motun,  7009 

E  a  Deu  dune  le  febled  pa?-  custum. 


1 1T  Ki  s(e)culer  ha?>itaciun 

Del  muster  fet,  qe  fere  ne  deuuw,     7012 
t  Ou  cy miter  ad  tresturne" 

En  oese  de  secularit^, 
t  Ou  curtines,  ou  vestemewt 
t  De  eglise,  fou  vesselement,  7016 

Sache£f  certeinement 


a  drait,  b  le  remanant. 

0  vn  bon  B. 

d  E  le  feble  done.         e  vs. 
f-f  Omitted  in  B. 


to  wynne. 


assyse. 
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An. I  vst-st  ln-iii  on  oufer  wyse,             9340  t  aQe  il  peche  malement 

£)'  wytyng; — j>ou  synnest  dudly  Qwant  en  autre  oes  1'a.i 

Yn  sacrylage  certeynly.  §  Qe*  ne  furetit  atitle"  ;                          7020 

Jjarto  shal  y  preue  my  >  §  Qeb  ceo  est  sacrilege  prou«  : 

Uy  a  tale  of  fe  olde  lawe  ;                     9344  Pur  ceo,  garde$  VIM  de  cestec  pec: 
And  fys  tale  yn  fat  tyme  fyl,1 
feat  was  of  f  e  prophete  Danyel. 

[The  Tale  of  Belxl >«'.-., i,-.   Feast,  and  thi>  r^^hct  Daniel.] 

J3yr  was  a  kyng  of  grete  powere  ;       A  tale.  J  Un  rey  Baltazar  esteit,           .ex*»ptom. 

yn  hys  tymr  was  none  hys  pere;          9348  #  Qed  sun  pere  despoille  aueit              7024 

Jl  lie  hadde  of  worldes  myjt,  ||  Le  temple  de  lerwx'/h'in  : 

And  Baltazar-  hys  name  liyjt.  J  ||  Sires  del  muwd  fu,e  &  rey  paen ; 

)3\  .s  kyng  was  a  paynyni, 
and  w?'t/i  oste  he  come  to  Jerusalem,    9352 
And  robbed  )>e  temple,  )>ys  Balta^are,  * 
And  J>e  tresour  awey  bare ; 

£••  \-essel  fat  was  of  ryche  metalle,  t  Les  vessels  del  tew? pie  D6e, 

"*ldes  temple  was  scnifdc  wtt/i-alle,  §  En  Babiloine,  la  gmnde  cite", 

i  I  inoro,  h.-  .lyd  aloyne,              9357  f  Ouesqp  sei  out  enporte 

And  l.-dde  hem  yn-to  Babyloyne.  §  Qt^mt  de  lerw^alem  ert  return^.  [\r.  iw,  coi.  i] 
Sone  aftyrward,  j?ys  ych.:  k 

and  mad.   hys  i-n-i                       9360  t  Ap?'es  qe  ilf  mort  esteit, 

hys  sone  reyne«l  yn  J>at  sann-.  t  Sun  fi$  Baltazar  le  regne  teneit ; 
And  Balta^arc  was  hys  name  ; 
All*-  )>e  vessel  wtt/«  hym  lefte,       [leaf 02, back] 
]3.t  livs  fadyr  hadd  st..lo  and  refte.       9364 

A  day  In-  mad*  a  n«. lil.  fVste  t  A  vne  g?*ant  fest< .  i  vnc  nuit,*  beueit, 

uons  and  w/t//  i y«  h.   ^este  ;  t  Ouesqe  ces  barunsb  qe  il  aueit, 

pys  vessel  fat  In-  t  tdvr  stale,  t  Des  vessels  Deu  qe  euport£  out 

Rychely  he  dytl  hym  scrim  wtt/<-alle  ;  9368  Sun  pere  de  lertwaleni,  qe  il  bien  sout.1 
vessel  fey  etc  and  dranke, 
•  Cnn\  niadt-  f»-y  n<>  fan! 

n  alle  here  nn»t«-  -l;»dyng,  t  Lurk  fan;  Pens  q?  il  aueicnt, 

dsgoddysfey  in  id-  \\ -urs. -hypyn^.  9372  En  bcuant  treaty  loeient.1 

1  fel.  c  v.  a.  de  tcl.        d  E. 

Croet  ont,  and  '  Nabygodonooore '  inserted.  •  Cum  »irc  fu  del  m. 

coek'il|lf.  r-4.  l.k.,col.2J. 


Ml  IN  . ),,  k/"nt  lea  ad  use*  •  roe  feat  vne  n.       h  gent.      •  aueit  .  .  saueit 

k  Lea  f.  d.  k'il  aueit.         >  loait. 
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A  kandelstyke  stode  )>e  kyng  before, 

£at  oute  of  Jerusalem  was  bore  ; 

)je  kyng  lokede  to  J>at  candelstyke, 

And  sagh"  besyde  a  grete  feiiyke  :         9376 

Vndyr  )>e  kandelstyke,  a  lytel  logfc,  f  Desu3a  vne  chaudelabre  qe  la  estut, 

He  sagh  an  hande  \vryte  on  )>e  wogh  ;  f  Vne  Main  escriua^t  aparust  ;  7040 

No  more  he  sagfc  fan  fe  hande, 

But  ]>e  lettres  were  weyl  farande  ;        9380 

he  redde  hyt  as  lie  sate  on  j)e  des, 

"  Mane  .  techel  .  fares.1  " 

No  more  fyr  was  fere  wryte  ; 

On  englys  Jms  ys  hyt  to  wyte,  9384 

'  To  morne  shal2  departyng  be, 

Of  ))y  ryche  kyngdom  fro  f  e.' 

J5e  kyng  vndyrstode  no  f  yng  of  f  ys, 
Ne  none  of  hyse  coude  hym  wys.         9388 

As  he  fys  hand  began  to  holde,  Le  roy  mult  l'adb  regarde, 

hys  herte  bygan  to  tremle  and  colde  ;  f  De  grant  ponr  tut  zstc  tremble  ; 

he  shewed  hyt  to  alle  hys  assemble,  f  Tu^  cesd  sages  ad  assemble 

And  cryde  hyt  furgh3  fe  cyte,  9392       Qe  furewt  en  lae  cite,  7044 

'  )?at  3yf  any  coude  do  hym  to  wyte,  £us>  luff  ad  deniande 

E  estreitemerat  comande 
what  hyt  mente,  fat  fere  was  wryte,  <  Qe  deisenfc  ceo  qe  fu  egcl.it  .  , 

He  shulde  haue  of  hym  grete  mede,  f  E  noble?  duns  a  ceoli  pj-emist            7048 

)?at  coudti  vndo  J?at  yn  dede.'  9396       Qe  lire  susth  eel  escripture 

But  none  of  alle,  forsofe  to  wene,  t  Qe  la  main  escrit  eel1  oure. 
Coude  telle  fe  kyng  what  hyt  wide  men,     f  *&***  «£$ 

But  jje  quene  seyd  soiie  anone  :  |  La  reyne  e^  en  sale  entl.^ 

"  Syre  kyng,  y  wote  where  ys  one,  9400  Si  ad  le  roy  aresune"  ; 
£at  kan  do  ^ow  alle  to  knowe  [if.  02,  bk.,  coi.  23  pus  ap?-es  li  ad  cunt6, 
what  ys  wryte  on  J?e  wowe. 

yn  Jjys  cyte,  yn  a  strete,  f  «  Qe  il1  estoit  en  la  cite                       7056 

wonej)  a  ful  wys  prophete,  9404   f  Vn  p7'ophete,  tre  sages  horn, 

hys  name  men  calle  Danyel,  t  Qe  '  Daniel  '  auoit™  a  nun  ;  ' 

he  shal  vndo  )>e  wrytyn^  wel  "  t  "  Fetes  enveier,"  dist  "  pur  celuy,n 

)>e  kyng  aftyr  Danyel  sente,  E  U  ™  d^ra,  sache^  de  fi." 

And  ]>e  prophete  to  hym  wente  ;  9408 

1  phares.         2  shal  )>e.         3  pnrghc  out.  °  dunkes  esteient  en  cele.         f  si  lur. 

8  nobles.         h  ky  1.  seut.         i  a  eel. 


-  .  .         . 

*  De  amunt.         b  le  ad  raut.  k  nul.         1  ke  .i.  honi.         m  out. 

c  ad  tut          d  ses.  n  d.  ele  pur  luy  [If.  55]. 


'iid  Daniel.     Parsons  //•  fl  «  re  like  Fairs. 


9416 


.  ng  liyiu  preyd,  byfore  hem  all*1, 

111  what  shulde  befall.-. 
);••  p/-'»phete  wuldij  no  )>yng  hyile  :   9411 
"  ))e  hand  J>at  j>ou  sawe  yn  )>e  euyntyd'  •, 

is  sent  fro  God  almy^t, 
]3at  hys  wraj>j>e  ys  to  )>e  dy$t, 
For  J)ou  were  serued  of  )>e  vesseles 
J)at  of  hys  temple  were  leuwels  ;  l 
Jjy-  -lay  before,  of  hem  j>ou  ete, 
And  no  wurschyp  of  hym2  j>ou  lete,  || 
)pat  ys  (  1...1,  alle  Jjyng  w.-ldand.', 
And  )?<•  and  |)yne  ha)>  yn  hys  hande  ;  | 
But  to  fals  goddes  Jjou  madest  onour    9421 
w/t//  vessel  of  hys  owne  tresour; 
And  for  )>ou  dedyst  bofe  euyl,  and  seyd, 
\)y  kvnirdom  ys  yn  balaunce  leyd,        9424 
Tyl3  ry$t  be-demej>,4  w/t//  <-nyn  hand, 
To  \rham  hyt  shal  be  $yue,  fy  land. 
jjurgh  dome  of  God,  hyt  ys  so  dryue,  9427 
To  twey  maner  of  folke  )>y  land  ys  $yue  ; 

iid  Persy  s,  J>y  land  shul  haue; 
))«•,  n«-  J>yn«-,  niayst  J)ou  nat  saue. 
Here  ys  wryte  ]>e  same  wyse, 
Y  sey  to  )>e,5  ry^t  as  hyt  seyse."  9432 

nv}t  )>e  lande  was  lore, 
)>•  kyng  wa-  slayn,  and  a\vey  lx)re. 

!!•  J>'ni  se,  euyl-wirone  J>yng,7 

w/t//  i-yn;  >hal  n.-u-  r  niak'-  .^ode  endyng, 

Jy,  w/t//  |?yn-j  of  holy  cherche       9437 
Slialt  |x»u  neuer  spede  wel  to  werche. 

jjuu  s.-  l.y  p'o-sones  eyres,  n««f68] 
:T«'|>  w/t//  h.-iii  as  dofe8  wtt/*  fese 
feyresj 

'.vg-.-.l  w.-yl, 

mome  ys  J».T  m-u-  /  a  deyl  :  9442 
'»,  li-tn  ii. 

HO,  «   l>r 

II. 

D  in.-ir^iii,  'u-.t,-.  ..r,  uill  got«n  goodes.' 


Daniel  esteit  venu, 
L'escripture  al  roy  toust  ad*  leu ; 
Si  luy  ad  bien  nuncie 
t  '  Qe  la  main  (\e  aparust  leb  vespr<      7(  n'.  1 

•it  de  Deu  enveie", 
t  Qe  od  le  royc  fut  coruce 
t  Pwr  ce  qe  de  ces  vessels  bud  aueit 

t  Le  iur  auant,  qee  feste  teneit,    [if.  lae.bk.] 
||  Deu  de  ciel  ne  loa  nient,  70G9 

Qef  vie  dune  a  tute  gent; 

Sa  vie  en  sa  main  out,* 
J.  Tolir  le  poeit  si  il  vout ; h  7 ' '  7  •_' 

t  Ces4  fau^  deus  loa  q?  il  au 

En  qelsk  folement  creeit ; 
t  Pur  ceo,  luy  dist  p"/-1  da///pne  1 
f  ml  Qe  en  balance  fu  pose,  7076 

E  meins  qe  dreit  fu  troue ; m 

[ in  the  MS.] 

t  Sun  regne  en  dousn  deuise, 

t  E  a  Bfcdea  X-  Pe?rce  esteit0  dun^  : '    7 

t  Ceop  diseit  rescriptun> 

Qe  le  pwphete  lust  al  hure. 
;    M.-nu-  la  nuyt  le  roy'«  fu  ]• 
t  Li^r  regno  p>vdue,  &  il  oscis.  7084 


*  rey  tost  eat        b  a  la.        °  one  lo  ray. 

k»«nt.      f  Ky.      *  an.  it. 
ti.il.-it.         '  8es.         k  qupus. 

m-in  Omitte«l 

D  Ke  en  deus  sun  regne  ert.        °  Penea  fti. 
P  Coe  scut  il  ben  pur  uerit*-,  Tant. 
4  ray.        '  Le. 


296    Parsons'  Relations.    Land  bought  mth  ill-got  Money  goes  with  the  3rd  Heir. 


Ryche  tresoure,  now  furf e  men  leye, 
And  on  fe  toufer  day  hyt  ys  alle  u \\v\v  : 
O  day,  to-gedyr  men  mo  we  hyt  se.       9445 
A-nouther,1  sprede  f urgli  all  fe  cuntre. 

feus  faref  hyt  by  fese2  p«>-sones  cosynes ; 
feat  fe  parsone  wynnyf ,  f  e  cosyne  tynes ; 3 
yn  f  e  parsones  tyme,  rychely  he  lyuef, 
Aftyr  hym,  no  man  of  hym  $yuej>  ;4 
yn  hys  tyme,  ofte  pens  he  tellef,          9451 
Aftyr  hym,  for  pouert,  penys  he  sellef . 

Also  with  purchasours  ryjt  so  hyt  faref, 
Alle  fat  fey  bygge,  here  eyres  baref ; 
A  purchasoure  may  beye  fyng,  &  w/t//  la  we, 
wzt/i-oute  any  dede  of  wrong  or  sawe  ; 5 
But  lokef,  3yue  he6  wywne  fat  katel  weyl, 
wharewet/i  he  byef  hyt  euerydeyl. 
3yf  he  haue  wuraie  fe  penys7  ry^t, 
fean  haf  he  f  e  lande  wztA-oute  ply^t ;  9460 
3yue  he  haue  wu?me  fe  penys"  falsle, 
with  ry$t  to  f  e  lande  com  neuer  he. 
with  fals[e]  weygfct,  or  falsfe]  peys, 
And  many  falshede  oufer  weys;  9464 

And  jyt  moste,  with  fals  sweryng, 
wywnef  in  any  one  moche  fyng ; 
with  swyche  fyng,  wene  foil  hyt  no^t 
Jjat  fe  hous  ne  lande  was  ry^tly  bo^t.  9468 

Vnnef  lastef  aght  fat  men  bye 
vrith  fat  ys  WM?me  with  marchaundye ; 
Yn  erytage  nat  long  hyt  vaylef,  9471 

fee  f  red  eyre  lesef  ,8  f  at  ouf  «r  trauaylef ; 
Vnnef  e  ys  any  fat  haf  gode  grace 
To  lyuu  weyl  with  swych  purchace, 
Ofer  lyue  fey  a  bysyly  lyfe,  9475 

Or  lese  hyt9  for  pouert  and  for10  stryfe  ; 
For  fys  men  se,  and  seye  alday,  [leaf a?,  «.i.  «j 
"  fee  fred  eyre  sellef11  alle  away." 

A  nou>er  day.         2  pe.        :1  0.  gloss  'lest.' 

of  hym  no  man  oghtc  $yuej>. 

any  \\ronge  of  dede  or  of  sawe. 

he  O,  3e  H.        7  penys  0,  pens  H.        R  lest. 

hyt  0,  mn.  H.       ^  for  H,  om.  0.        1J  selj>. 


Sacrilege  is  Deadly  Sin.     The  Seven  Sacraments.     I.  Baptism. 


Of  .-hes.-!!/*  4  >fit   eh 

De  seiwt  eglise  vesselm/'Mt, 

( 'hali$,  ou  autre  ourneii 

Vser  en  seculer  cruise  : 

Fere  nel  deue$  en  nule  guise. 

U  1}  i'/£  ne  dirr.ii, 

Mes  des  sacrc:  cu7iterai.°       7092 


sacrylage,  alle  \>ys  ys  tolde,        9479  t  U  Ceste  cuwte  \us  est  \mr  ceo  cuwte, 
feat  ves>eliueut  of  cherche  ys  wyj>holde, — 
Chaley-s  cloth,  bokf,  or  lome,1 —  * 
For  sacrylage  ciimf)  ofte  hard  dome ; 
yn  alle  J>e  puynti-s  seyd  before, 
feat  fro  holy  cherche,  oglit  ha)>  bore,    9484 

Jit  mysdo  on  any  wyse 
feat  lunge))  vn-to  pa  fraunch\ 
Y  or  J>ou,  yn  any  outrage, 

one  dedly  yn  sacrylage.  9488 

Gode  $yue  vs  grace  so  to  serue  here2 
cherche,  oure  modyr  dere, 
<o  to  serue,  and  wurschyp  make, 
feat  we  be  hyre,  and  she  vs  take.          9492 


*'HTC  bngpunc  the 

me/'tns  of  boln  cbmlic. 

The  fyrst  sacrament  ys  holy  bapteme, 
Houe  of  watyr,  and  noyted4  w/tA 
creme  ; 

1  Crystendom,'  or  '  crystynyn^,' 
feat  ys  on  englys,  oure  spekyng.  9496 

Crystendom,  to  cryst  hyt  longe)>, 

t  o  alle  j>at  crystendom  vndyrfongej)  ; 
s  )>e  fyrst  and  pryucypalle, 
purgfi  ))e  whych  we  are  saued  alle  ;      9500 

ire,  jwrgh  crystendam, 
Of  )>e  heued  synne  of  Adam,    J 
yn  wliy.-li  synne  alle  mankynde  ys  bore,   § 
Jyt,  ami  .shal  }»<•,  and  was  byfore.          9504 

was  so  grefe, 

r  was  to  God,  none5  so  l«-f«  , 
tie  IK-  slmM»-  t«»  li'-ll.  ^one 
r.ut  he  were  wa.^h.-  yn  J?c  fonte  stone, 


3»ncipit  be 


s;ur;nnentis. 


•OMB  or  instnuiM-nt,  ntfwnletinsf. 
:>t.  I'arv. 

"  to  s^rue  ao  here.        3  seucn.        *  smercdr. 
.  '  to  God. 

-li.  bom.        »>  Dea  .rij.  pochez. 


T  ••  comencail  de  sa  creistiente 
Ad  1'enfant  qi/aut  ilc  est 


:  -t  f 

Establi  e*t  principaun 

{  Pur  le*  original  j.c.  In 
i  qelsh  suine$  tuj  ei 

|  Par  trespas  Ad.un,  n..s/iv  ] 
E  Eue,  n^>/iv  |>/vm.  /•,•  mere  ; 

t  Tant  fu  grant  lur  trespas, 
Qe  d-.it.-r  n.-  dene;  pas 

t  Qe  home  ne  pet1  estre  saun- 

f  Si  auawtnescit  bapti; 


100 


1'>| 


•:ni  O0i  lv  pimnw  VIM  ay 
'incnwy. 

I  1^  primer 

iMcreroent  est  Baptetme.  I 

t  col.  "  le  A,  o»rt.  I).         »'  1,-  .,u-!. 

1  honi  pane. 


Baptism  is  necessary  to  Salvation.     Jews  vho  die  unlaptizd,  go  to  Hell. 

yn  fonte  stone  ami  watyr  baptysed,      9509 
As  \\iesM  cryst  haf  *  dyuysrd. 

3yf  fou  beleue  J)at  any  wham 
ys  saued  wM-oute  crystyndam,  9512 

y  seye,  forsofe  fou  hast  mys  went  [leaf  63,  back] 
Ajens  fys  holy  sacrament. 

Ofte  we  here  f  e  lewed  men  seye, 
J3at2  erre  ful  moche  oute  of  fe  weye,   9516 
pat  of  )>e  lewes  seye  sum  oiw, 
*  ]3ey  ne  wote  whefer  fey  be  saued  or  norni;' 
But  of  sum  prestes  ys  gretter  tene, 
)5at  so  of  f  e  lewes  also  wene  ;  9520 

Certes,  j)ey  are  alle  yn  were, 
And  yu  f  e  fey)>  fey  are  nat  clere, 
For,  shal  neue/1  lewe  fat  deyef  lewe, 
Of  heuene  blys  haue  part  ne  prewe,     9524 
But  he  be  crystened  yn  fe  holy  gaste, 
And  yn  fe  sacrament  be  ful  stedfast. 

Lo,  here  a  wurde  to  leue  30111-6  drede ! 
yn  fe  gospel  fat  we  rede,  9528 

Jjat  god  Ihe^u  vs  alle  techef 
fturgli  seynt  Mark,  fat  hyt  prechef , 
44  He  fat  beleuef  and  ys  baptysed, 
He  shal  be  saued,  so  ys  dyuysed ;        9532 
And  lie  fat  beleuef  nat,  forsofe  &  ywys, 
Bofe  body  and  soule,  lore  he  ys." 

loke3  how  30  mow  be  a-bawed, 
fat  seye  fat  f e  lewe  ys  saued  !  9536 

£e  lewe,  fe  oldc  lawii  kan, 
But  fat  alone  may  saue  no  man  ; 
And  farfore  was  hyt  fyled  and  left, 
For  heuene  blys,  vs  hyt4  refte  9540 

Jjurgh"  Adams  synne  fro  vs  echone, 
Tyl  hyt  was  clensed  yn  flume  lordone, 
whan  Iheyu  was  baptysed  fe^-ynne 
For  to  wasshe  awey  fat  sy?me  ;  9544 

And  al  fat  eue>-  to  Cryst  wyl  teme, 
Behouef  be  baptysed  yn  watyr  and  creme  : 

1  had.          2  And.  3  Loke>. 

4  hyt  vs. 


The  Good,  of  Baptism.  Still-born  Children  cant  go  to  Heaven.  Guide  < 


95*8 


•If.*:.  l,k, 
col.  2] 


fean  art  pou  clone,  pou  shalt  beleue, 

-y//ne,  and  «•!'  Hue. 
fearfore  hyt  ys  pe  fyrst  sacrament 
feat  pou  art  to,  fyrst  made  present ; 

pat  pon  kiiwne  hyt  knowe ; 
hyt  makep  pe  hy<jli,  pere  pou  were  lowe, 
hyt  makrp  pe  fre,  pat  er  were  pralle,    9553 
Fro  pe  fendes  seniage  alle, 
feat  pe  par  neuer  pe  fendi:  drede 
Uut  hyt  !•••  pur^'h"  pyn  owne  mysdede.  9556 
3yf  a  chylde  be  dede  bore —  * 

hyt  were  «jiiyk  yn  wouibe  byfore — 
And,  receyue  nat  pe  Impteme, 

uene  may  hyt  neuer  cleme ; 
w/t//-oute  doute,  beleue  $e  pys, 
feat  hyt  shal  neuer  come  to  blys ; 
Ne  peyne  of  heix:,  ne  of  colde, 
H  vi  shal  non  fele,  no  ry$t  hyt  wolde  ; 
Hyt  nogfct  mysdyd,  ne  serued  wo, 

to  none  shal  hyt  go ; 
feys  ys  peyne  wttft-outen  ende, 
hyt  shal  neuer  to  loye  wend.-. 
Grete  grace  ys  to  hem  lent, 
feat  here  receyue  pys  sacrament.  § 

Also,  $e  pat  heue  chyldryn  al  day, 
loke  $e  l>e  stedfast  yn  oure-  lay, 
feat  none  haue  yn  h'-rt-   d-nite, 
Ne  to  wycchecrafte  leste  no3  loute. 
feou  settest  py  self  yn  l^rgfigage 
To  teche  pe  chyld.«  whan  hyt  hap  age; 

\>ou  se  hyt  mysdo  or  seye,  9">77 

fe<»u  shalt  teche  hyt  bi-tti-r  wey, 
5yf  hyt  be  so  pat  pon  m 
feou4  art  hold.-  pat  hyt  be  ta.  9580 

Quyto  pe  weyl''  oute  of  boru'ri^ang, 
feat  ^>ii  ni-  haur  f..r  hyt  no  \vr.-: 
also,  ^yf  pou  euer  ware 


9560 


9564 


9568 


9572 


t  H  Neis  auant  qe  1'eufant  seit  ii- 
t  Qe  en  ventre  sa  mere  e*#h  viuifie,  "|J 
t  *  Si  mort  est  sanj  cestc  sacrement, 

t  Perdu  e*/,  ne  dute;  nient ; 


ji  M?/lt  cut  dune's 

Home  f\e  est 

Si  apres  se  garde  uetten 

Sauf  ert  par  cest  sacrem»-nt.<l 
t  U  De  la  fey  ne  se  deit  dut.-r. 

Qe  uelt  des  enfan^  leuer ; 

Ki   I'i't,  11   ]M'«-hr  ]>/••  111-  /  • 

Kin-u«tn-  «-«-t  haut  sacrement. 


ITJ 


7116 


U  Garde^  ausi  outn  • 


1  No. 
1  weyl  so. 


ne.        <  |iou  0,  pat  H. 


.  .  i,.-. 

• 


b  en  la  v.  la  in.  fu. 


300     All  sJioi'./it  I-  now  hou-  to  Baptize  a  Child,  I'-Jtr/t  needful.    Midwives. 

Yn  place  fere  wy///men  chyldryn  bare  ;  f  Si  Y?,,-  VIK^S-  futes:i  present 

*yf  Jon  sawe  liyt  yn  perel  of  dede,       9585   f  „  La  ou,,  enfant  ^  ^^ 

And  foil  ne  coudest  do  bote  ne  rede,   J  Auant  qe  futc  baptise,                        7  1  '20 

.<   wiirde,  ne  helpe  at  nede,  J  Si  le  enfant  cyder  puricj/1 
So  fat  hyt  to  f  e  def  e  jede  ;  C 
Jjou  shalt  ferfore  perel  haue  ;         [leaf  oi] 

Vnknnnyng  shal  \>Q  nat  sane  ;  f  Ee  par  ignorance  ne  sauie$  ; 

For  euery  man,  bof  e  hygh  and  lo£?h,  t  Car  chesciw  home  deit  saner 


fee  poyntes  of  bapteme  owef  to  knowe,  i  ;a  f1urme  dre1itef  cle  baP*^er»  7124 

„,    .  «-Tv«       Qe  il  pusse  all  enfant  succure 

To  helpe  chyldryn  yn  many  kas  ;  ||      9593       ^e  ^  deuier  al  hure  .  g 

Men  wete  neuey  what  nede  one  has.  Autremewt  peot  nmlth  pecher, 

who  so  ne  kan,  y  rede  hym  lere  §  Qe  par  tant  le  purra1  sauuer  ;  7128 

Yn  syjtc,  yn  dede,  and  he  may  here.  9596   §  Ki  nel  siet,  si  1'enpreigne  ;  k 

V  shal  3ow  teche,  as  y  herde  telle  E  ^  bien  la  siefc'  U'  «*» 

Ones  a  frere  menor  spelle  : 
"  3yf  J>ou  se  a  chylde  yn  swyclie  perel 
jjat  none  may  saue  hyt  vrith  no  wylle,  9600 
Sey  J?an  J>ns,  jyf  foil  haue  haste, 
"y  crystew  fe  yn  fe  name  of  ]?e  fadyr  & 

sone  &  holy  gast," 

And  ^yue,  what  fou  wylt,  hyt  a  name, 
And  kast  on  water;  fan  ys  hyt  frame  ; 
And  ^yf  foil  $yue  hyt  name  none,        9605 
Kofer  Robert,  Wyllyam,  no1  lone, 
Loke  fat  f  ese  wurde's  be  weyl  seyd, 
And  water  f  er-on  algate  leyde  ;  9^08 

And  fat  f  yr  be  none  onf  er  waste, 
But  yn  f  e  fadyr  and  sone,  and  holy  gaste  ; 
)>*<•  wurdes  for^ete  fou  naght,  9611 

Ke  watyr,  what  as  euer  elles  be2  wrojt." 

MydwyuiJs  fat  wyf  wywimen  wone, 
Alle  fe  poyntes,  behouef  hem  kone  ;   9614 
Prestes  shuld  teche  hem  jje  ordynauTzce, 
what  fey  shuld  sey  and  do  yn  chauncc, 
And  examyne  her3  what  she  couthe, 
what  she  shuld  do,  and  seye  \riUi  mouf  e. 

1  ne.         -  ys.  «   «  pus  1'enfant  aider  Al  houre  k'il  deit  deuier  ; 

3  examyne  here  0,  examyiu-  H.  and  transposes  the  next  two  lines. 

h  E  a.  purra.         i  Kar  par  tant  le  poet. 


a  Si  unkes  fustes  en.        b  Ov  1'.        c  k'il  fust.        k  Si  la  manere  ne  sect,  si  la  preinge  [If.  55,  bk.]. 
d  aider  1'enfant  poiez.       »  Mes.       f  La  drait  f.        '  ben  la  sect,  si  1'. 


Tale  of  a  Babe,  lost  Body  and  Soul,  from  a  Midwifes  Christening  it  wrongly.  301 
I  77/tf    Tale   of  the   Midc  •'>»'     //7<"      [St.  Gregory's  Dialogues,  IV.  xxxiii.—  G.  Paris, 

christend  a  ChOd  ^onl. 


Y  slial  3<jw  telle  of  a  mydwyfe,  A  tale 

feat  loste  a  divide,  bojje  soule  &  lyfe.  9620 
he  tolde  hyt  yn  liys  sermou/i, 
Ami  ;aue  here  ofte  hys  malysouw. 

inythvyfe,  whan  J>e  chylde  was  bore, 
8hf  helde  hyt  on  here  lappe  before  ;    9G24 
And  whan  shr  sawe  J)at  hyt  shulde  deye, 
Shr  l>Y;,ran,  loudr  for  to  crye, 
And  seyd,  "God  and  seynt  lone  [64.3]  9627 
n  }>e  cliylde,  boj>e  flesshe  and  bone." 
'feys  niydwyffenoghte  elles  seyde,[s«w.  J/s.] 
And  yn   }>e   cherche-^erde  fey  wulde  hyt 
haue  leyde, 

.  noufer  chyld  shnld  ha  be 

feat  hade  receyuede  )>e  solempte.  9632 

fee  prest  askede  J)e  mydwytfe,          [lyfle, 

*3yf^  hyt  were  cristenede  wlian  hyt  hade 

And    whu    liyt    cristened,    and    on    wliat 

nianere,  9635 

An.  I  what  was  seyde,  )>at  any  myghte  here/ 

fee  mydwyffe  seyde  unto  J>e  prest,2 
"  feys  lierde  )>ey  ))at  stode  me  nest, 
'  feat  (lod  almy.u'hty  and  Seynt  loun 
^yue  )>e  chylde  cristendom  yn  flesshe  and 
botu  9640 

fean  si-yd   fo  preste,  "  God   and   seynt 
me  .  ITS.] 

'»))e  sorow  and  .-ham.-. 
And  (,'rystys  malysun  haue  fou  for-fy, 
A  i  i.l  tile  |?e  oufer  )>at  were  J)e  by  !       9644 
Yn  euyl  tymu  were  )>ou  bore, 
For  yn  )>y  defaute,  a  soule  ys  lore.'1 

\vas  comniuii/idcd  she  shuld  no  more 
Come  eftesones  )>ere  cliyldr}rn  were  bore. 
Mydwyues,  y  tolde  thys  tale  for  3ow, 

l  next  twelve  lines,  from  0,  are  omitted        '  Margin,  4a  note  for  mydwyfle*.' 

in  //. 


302  Don't  put  Food  at  a  Child's  Head  for  other  Gods.   Don't  Christen  a  Child  twice. 

)3at  3yf  30  ku/mat,  lernej)  how  9650 

To  saue  Jjat,  God  bo$t  ful  dere, 
]3e  poyntes  of  bapteme  y  rede  $ow  lere  ; 
Mydwyfe  ys  a  pirylus  J>yng  9653 

But  she  kuwne  )>e  poyntes  of  crystenyng  ; 

K"e  beleuej)  nat  on  j>ese  sliappers,1 
3oure  mysdede  ful  mykyl  deres ;  9656 

y  wolde  }>o  shappers  were  on  lowe, 
And  al  J>u  J>at  on  hem  trowe. 

)>_•  l>eleue  ys,  *  J>e  fadyr  and  sone  &  holy 

gaste ; ' 

Alle  ou)>er  beleue  ys  wykked  and  waste  ; 
jjurgli  hem  ys  alle  j?yng  shape  &  wrojt,  9661 
And  oufer  shappers1  ne  are  no^t; 
God  ys  shapper  of  alle  J>yng, 
he  wote  ]?e  niydward,  and  J>e  endyng;  9664 
j)e  ojjer  shappers,  J>at  men  of  seye, 
Hyt  ys  a  beleue  of  deuyl  weye. 

\)G  mete  J>at  30  leye  at  J)e  chyldes  hede2 
For  swyche  shappers,  were  bettyr  leued ; 
3yf  hyt  for  hem  J?ere  lye,  9669 

})an  ys  hyt3  a  wykked  erysye  ;4 
ley  hyt  for  j?e  loue  of  |)e  holy  gaste, 
Fadyr,  and  sone,  oo  God  stedfaste,       9672 
As  wysly  as  he  become  a  chylde, 
Bore  of  Marye,  mayden  mylde, 
jjat  he  ^yue  hyt  to  lyue  yn5  gode  grace, 
And  gode  endyng,  and  se  hys  face.       9676  [on  ^/iso,  back,  COL  2] 

3yf  J)ou  were  euer  so  vnwys      [leaf  e*.  back]       ^  Si  par  vus  fut  unqes  dou  ieil 

For  to  crystene  a  chylde  twys,  f  Jome  ou  femme  baPtj^' , 

Ou  vus  inemes  consencier* 
Or  )yf  ))ou  euer  consentedest  )>ar-to  f  Qe  deuj  feij  futes  bapti3e3, 

)5at  any  oujjer  shulde  so  do,—  9680  §  Vne  fei$  priueeme«tc 

At  home,  as  yn  pryuyte,  §  dQe  pur  mester  fere  couient,  7136 

Anou]>e>-  tyme,  >at  men  niyjt  se ,—  t  Autre  fei)  aparteinerit 

For  3yf  hyt  were  baptysed  at  hame  En  le  muster  deuant  la  Sent'd 

wyj)  alle  J>e  poyntes  of  bapteme  name,  9684       Si  a  ceoe  cowsencie^,1' 

1  shappercs.        2  heuedc.  a  .ij.  fiez.        b  consentisez. 

3  ys  hyt  0,  ys  H.        4  here.sye.  c  Vne  fiej  pur  mester  priueement  B,  Vne  fei$ 

5  'yn    omitted.  prgmerement  A. 

d-d  Autre  fiej  en  le  eglise  veant  la  gent. 

e  tele  chose. 
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J3un  were  hyt  ajens  fe  feyfe  to  wi : 

to  baptyse2  hyt  at  cherche  ; 
lint  ;yi  foil  suppose  f-yr  faylef  a  poynte 

udom  shuld  a-inounte, 
]}:in  were  hyt  nat  for  to  dredr  96S9 

to  fulfyl  fat  slmlde  be  n.-d.- 
i  poyntes  of  watyr  &  creme, 

-tendom  ys  o  bapteme,   9692 
O  b.iptemi:,  and  nat  two, 

lie  fe8  poyntes  fat  ))ou  seat  do. 

ys  ones  baptysed, 
Ones  for  cue/-  ys ;  f  us  ys  auysed.         9696 

Also,  30  fat  chyldryn  heue, 
$e  shul  nat  for^ete  ne  leue 

lie  hyt  pater  nostei  &  credo ; 
;          ne  do,  hyt  ys  to  drede.  9700 

To  foly  fou  shalt  nat  drawe  ne  wone 
J)y  goddo^tyr  ne  fy  godsone, 

•  fat  vylayny 
Jjat  fallef  vn-to  lechery,  J  9704 

•  no  foly  fat  may  be ; 
J)ou  .shalt  teclie  hem  synne  to  He. 

K)  f"l.-  liardy, 

M.^tyr  to  lye  fe  by,  9708 

;  to  dwelle  a-lone  \vilh  fc, 
.  fat  may  fall.-  and  In-. 
M  inv  a  1'i-yuy  ]<>  r\l  f\  : 

pecyaly  yn  drunkenes ;  '.'7  1  '2 

yii  •Iriinki'iu-s  iiuMi  \vyl  rage, 

•\yl  reyse  korage; 
And  Bone  may  a  man  lie  slient  [if.oi,bk  . 

•fe  a^ens  fe  coniaun.l- in.-nt.         :»71ii 

.  regory  tellef  yn  hys  spelle 
vche  a  shame  fat  on«  s  Mir. 


baptyse  0,  baptys  3  >o. 

'•  Kn  apert  poet  e.  fet. 
>e  ne  est  p.  de.        d  fore  ke. 

i  n. 


t  Kn  cest  sacrenK'Ht  peche 


t  11  Nc-pur-q?/'nit,  si:l  seit  vblie, 
t  Ou,  pen-  nunsauer,  rien  lease 

/nt  1'enfant  est  bap  71i:i 

De  laie  gent  en  priuite, 

Apc/rtement  pet  estre  \wi< 
§  Ceo  ne  serreit  pointc  suifrt. 

Car  issi  ne  est  for'1  vn 

Sachej,  1'enfant  bapti; 


t  U  Lesser  a  niiMchali-r  ne  deue$* 

Enfant  :    dpti^ej  ;f 

t  Credo  \-  JM//.  r  \\».<f>  r  riis,-i_: 
t  Si  estre  vole$  san^  blamer.*  7  1  >•_> 

t  H  Nul  home  deit  trere  a  mal 
t  Sunh  fi^  ou  fille  opirital, 
t  Qe  trop  serreit  Deu^  c<>; 

Qe  ces  qe  atie^  des'  fun^  leue  71">«) 

1    /•  \UA  feissentk  vileinie, 
I  E  nomemewt1  lecherie, 

Dem  ceo  ay  avour: 

:"Ur;   lllir.  7160 


t  Scint  (Jregoire0  i  mtd 

iillu.se  chose  &p  grant  ] 


f  These  lines  transposed  ;  the  sccoixl  run> 

A  ceus  ke  auc*  baptiie*. 
II  ne  v.e.  blaim-.         h  Sun  A,  o 

y»- 

o  De  s.  g.  ku        P  de. 
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9720 


9724 


[The  T<tl<  of  the  Bad  Bonrtj. 
(('l<o  lay  (('it//  ///x 

and  wax  kildfor  it.~\ 
A  man  hefe  ones  at  )>e  fonte 
A  mayde  chylde,  as  men  are  wonte  ; 
Jjys  mayde  wax,  and  bygan  to  belde 
\veyl  yn-to  womans  elde  ; 
And  at  Ester  tyme  gan  liyt  falle 
whan  men  hadde  faste  lenten  alle, 
))ys  man  bysogfcte,  for  specyalte, 
pat  hys  god-do$tyr  wy)>  hym  myjt  be, 
And  alle  J>at  yche  Esterday 
And  lenger,  }yf  hyt  were  here  pay.       9728 

\)e  fadyr  and  ]>e  modyr  grauftted  sone  ; 
)3ey  jjo^t  none  enyl  my^t  be  done.    § 
)5ys  man,  for  drunkcnes  &  vury^t,  J 
lay  by  hys  god-do^tyr  J>at  yclie  ny$t 
jjys  man  on  |>e  morne  Jjo^t 
How  synfully  )>at  lie2  hadde  wro^t; 
Ful  grete  j^te  fan  was  he  ynne, 
)?at  he  hadde  do  so  greuus  a  synne; 
Twey  jjoglites  yn  hys  herte  come, 
To  go3  to  )>e  cherche,  or  byde  at  home  : 
*'  3yf  y  vnto  J)e  cherche  ^ede, 
Of  veniaiwce  y  haue  grete  drede  ; 
And,  ^yf  y  nat  )?edyr  go, 
Men  wyl  wene  y  haue  do  sum  wo." 
So  algate  vnto  )?e  cherche  he  name  ; 
he  drede  nat  God,  but  more  shame. 

}3e  fyrst  day,  he  dred  hym  sore 
he  shuld  be  cumbred  sumwore, 
And  $yt  a-noj>e>-  he  lokede  ay, 
whyche  tyme  J)e  fende  wulde  bere  hym  a- 
way;     4.  9748 

1  'Curialis,'  Common-Councilman,  bourgeois. 

2  he  0,  om.  H.        3  go  0,  godc  H. 

a  Ky.        b  Par  la  veile  de  paske,  par  la  uerite. 
c  Le  p.  &  la.         d  la  p.  oue  ly.         e  le. 


9733 


9736 


9740 


9744 


f  E  oueke  sa  fillole. 


kuant. 


[St.   Gregory's  Dialogues,  IV.  xxxiii.— G.  Paris, 
Hist.  Lin.  xxviii.  204.] 


t      Yn  curial,  ceo  dist,  esteit, 

t  Qea  vne  pucele  leue  aueit ;  7  1 1',4 


t  De  la  pasche,  la  nute,b 

t  Ap?*es  qe  qwareme  out  iune, 

t  Sun  pere  &  sac  mere  taut 

t  Qe  od  luy  la  puceled  demora;  7168 

§  Legereme^t  luye  grantere?zt, 

Qe  nul  mal  ne  pensere^t. 
|  La  nuit,  de  boiure  surfet  feseit, 
||  Ouek  sa  filiole,  allaj/  giseit ;  7172 

^.  Le  Matin  se&  est  p?*?'pense 

Qe  f et  aueit  cele  nute ; h 

Dolent  fu  mwlt,  &  ceo  a  dreiV 
o  Qe  sik  greueme?zt  peche  aueit.1  7176 

II  pwrpensa  sei  baigner, 

Par  tant  qm'da  sun  peche  oster ; 

La  nute  ensi  feseit, 

Mes  plus  quite  del  peche  n'esteit.      7180 
t  Dou$  choses  treta  en  sun  qeor, 
t  De  aler  a  muster,  ou  lesser.111    [leaf  ico,  «>i.  2] 
j   Si  il  ne  alast,  honte  se/-reit, 

Chescu?i  home  en  parlereit ;  7184 

|  Ou  si  il  alast  a  muster, 

Mwlt  se  duta  de  encuwbrer. 
t  Al  drein,  al  muster  est  ale, 
t  Plus  ad  la  gent  qe  Deu  dut6 ;  7188 

t  Le  premer  iur  fu  mwlt  pourus, 

Cum  cil  qe  fu  mltn  pecherus  ; 

Chescuw  hure  ad  regard^0 
j  K'il  ad  deable  fu  comandd,*  7192 

|  Mes^  longement  ad  attendu, 

E  nul  mal  li  est  auenu. 

h  tele  vilt^.         i  D.  esteit  &  coe  fu. 

k  Kar.         J  B.  omits  the  next  four  lines. 

m  al  eglise,  ou  estre  a  1'ostel. 

n  mut  B,  om.  A.         °  esgarde". 

P  fust  liuerd.         q  Kwaiit. 
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Alle  fe  woke,  for  worldus  shame, 

He  $ede  to  j>e  clierche,  but  lytyl  to  frame ; 

whan  he  hadde  long  a-byde  so, 
And,  no  ekafi*  come  hym  to,        |         9752 
\)\<  J>ognt  he  yn  hys  herte  ful  rafe,     [learw] 
For  he  hadde  farfore  no  skafe, 
he  uvndr  (Jnd  had  liyt  forgete 

i]>ei'  men  do  fat  haue  forlete  ;       9756 
Or  ^«^t  fat  lie  hadde  hyt  for^yiif. 
And  hym  neded  nat  fer-of  be  sliryue, 
2s«-  slmlde  ferof  come  no  myschau/tce, 
F"i  he  was  of  so  longe  suffraufice.       9760 

J-Iut  God,  fat  for^etef  no  fyng, 
he  sente  farfore  grete  lieuenyng ; 
£e  seuenf e  day  f  ys  man  deyde, 
As  f  e  holy  man  vs  seyde ;  9764 

Sone  af tyr  fat  byryed  he 1  was, 
Veniauwce  come  for  fat  trespas ; 
Vpp  of2  hys  graue  a  fyre  vpp  smote — 
Ful  styiikyng  and  ful  hote—  9768 

And  l>!t'/med3  fat  cursed  body  alle, 
And  stone  and  erfe,  bofe  grete  and  smalle ; 
Alle  was  so  brend  yn-to  fe  growzde, 
£at  of  hys  body  myjt  no$t  be  fou«de.  9772 

Here  mow  $e  here  apertly  wliy 
God  toke  veniauwce  greuusly,  .^ 
J)at  God  shewed  so  moche  hys  Ire, 

•   SV/MH •«]  fat  tyme  \vith  hyre       9776 
feat  he4  lyfte  of  fe  fonte  stone  : 

.  >  a  warnyng  to  vs  echoin 
fat  we  kepe  fe  sacrament, 

Impteme  fat  God  haf  sent ; 5       9780 
And  )>at  we  bcttyr  hyt  holde 
For  fys  tale  fat  y  $ow  tol<l«-. 

:     ;  hyt  gntunte 


1  he  byryedr.        2  Out  of. 
4  heO,om.H.        »  ! 

seint  offline  eat  a  la 

,-.ii«loit  U-ii  !«-.        «deren. 
in  p. 
DLYNO    HV 


t  Chescun  iur  de  pascherej 
t  Est  en  Teglise  entrej,* 


t  C,>iiida  le1'  mal  creistien 

t  Pur  ceo  (\e  mal  luy  auint  rien,' 

t  Qe  Deu  sun  pecln-  vst1  vblie 


t  Ou  par  auenture 


7196 


200 


t  Le  setime  iur  est  deuie\ 
t  Sicu?w  le  seint  n««  ade 

M-  -  <i'mnt  fu  en  sepulcref  pos4, 


t  Vn  feu  de  sa«  tumbe  est  leue 


720* 


t  Qe  sun  cors  ad  tut  deuore\ 
t  E  la  tere  <\e  fu  entur  troue  ;  h 

Char,  ne  os,  rien'  remist 
t  Duwt  veniance  ne  pmt  Ihcxu  crt'stk  ' 
t  U  Vere  poej  apertement 

Cum  out  peche1  inal«M: 
§  Quant  Deu  tele  veniance  perneit, 
t  Pur  ceo  (\e  cele  purgiseit  7  J  \'2 

t  Qe  de  fun$  leue  lem  ar. 

Nul  nel  fra,  ki  me  creit. 


taut  d.-uM//*  nfixn  estre  amonestd 
De  garder  DIM  de  eel  peche,  7.1'  i 

Car  lem  diet  qe°  '  beal  se  chastio 

nui  ad  le  s.        '  en  «.  fu  [If.  56].        •  la. 
I  hint  la  genx  aunt  mut  espaute. 
ne  ren.        k  Dunt  ilurr  v.  ngmnj  Deu  enprist 

\.      ,.  I1. 

Mils    A.   | 

'.om  dit  &  dirra  tus  iura  de  vie. 
X 


306       The  2nd  Sacrament,  Confirmation,  secures  our  Baptismal  Rights. 

J>at  we  mow  holde  )>at  cimnaimte         9784       Qe  par  autre  se  chastie.' 

jmt  we  at  J)e  fonte  stone  make, 

Ih-  >u  to  serue,  and  Satanas  forsake. 

[Of  Conformation^]  Confirmacio  episcopi.1 

rilhe  seciwde  sacrament,  y  vndyrstonde,      t  f^eo  ert  le  secund  sacrement,       [if.  IGO,  bk.) 
JL    Ys  graimted  of  )>e  bysshop  honde ;         t        Del  euesqe  cunfermement,1*          7220 
Men  kalle  hyt '  confyrmacyou/  9789 

A  sykernesse  neuer  more  vndou 
wyj)  no  la  we,  ne  \vikh  no  sky  lie,    [if.  05,  coi.  2] 
But  3yf  $e  self  algate  wylle ;  *  9792 

As  $yf  j?ou  bogfttest  house  and2  land 
w/t/<  charter  at  J>y  neghburs  hande, 
J3ou  mayst  holde  hyt  for  euer-more, 
So  bapteme  ])e  sauej?  ones  Jjore ;  9796 

And  $yf  hyt  be  graunted  of  J>e  kyng, 
J)at  ))ou  hast  boght,  pan  ys  syker  ]>yng ; 
Syker  ys,  J>at  yn  rolle  ys  leyde, 
For  }>an  may  hyt  neuer  be  wyjjseyde ;  9  800 
J>e  rollyng  fordofe  croppe  and  rote, 

plete 

And  ry^t  of  JJQ  |)at  wulde  ]?e  mote ; 

Eollyng,  and  J)e  grete  assyse, 

Aftyr  hem  may  no  lawe  ryse.  9804 

]3us  farej)  hyt  of  confyrrnacyurc 
Aftyr  tyme  J?at  bapteme  ys  douw ; 
ConfyrmacyuTi  ys  more  ne  lesse, 
But  af tyr  crystenyng,  gode  sykernesse ; 
))ys3  bapteme  ys  charter  of  ry$t  9809 

feat  fordone  Adams4  ply^t, 
And,  J>at  ys  of  grete  pouste, 
fcat  fro  J?e  fende  hyt  bye]?  J>e  fre,  9812 

And  defendej)  J)e  })yn5  erytage, 
)5at  ]?ou  mayst  holde  hyt  yn  alle  ]?yii  age, 
And  saue  J?y  state  eue?*y  dey], 
3yf  ]JGU  kepe  ]>y  charter  weyl ;  9816 

Ouer  )>ys,  $yf  hyt  be  Jjy  lordes  wylle 
J)at  he  J>y  charter  wyl  fulfyle, 

1  See  French,  1.  7232,  next  page.        2  or.  a  Le  secunde  sacrament  est  coftfirmement. 

3  ]>y.  .      4  adames.         5  >yn  0,  yn  H.  b  le  con  .  .  . 
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9824 


9827 


)3aii  art  pou  stalworth  purgh  hys  powere, 
And  py  charter  made  more  clere.          9820 

Jje  bysshope  ys  as1  lorde  or2  kyng 
To  conferme  py  crystenyng ; 
H    'unfermep  pat  we  haue  take 
whan  we  haue  Satan  forsake, 
Oure  crystendom,  pat  hyt  be  sekyr 
To  fende  vs  a$ens  pe  fendes  bekyr, 
Jjan  ys  oure  charter  quyte  and  clere, 
Confermyng  w/tft  pe  bysshopes  powere. 

And  36  shul  alle  weyl  vndyrstande, 
whan  chyldryn  are  blessed  of  pe  bysshopys3 

ban 

Jjat  Uessyng  ys  contermacyoun  J 
A^ens  pe  fendes  temptacyii/  .  9832 

And  make})  vs  stalwurpf  yn  batayle 
whan  \>G  fende  wyl  vs  asayle; 
J3an  are  we  made  Goddes  champyons, 
Ajens  pe  f»-n«l.--.  <  ioddys  felons;          9836 
pan  haue  we  receyiml  fully  my3t 
A^ens  pc  fcnde  for  to  fyjt ;     || 

Pe  he  yn  beleue  stedfaste, 
iue  power*',  <lowiu*  hym  to  kaste.  9840 

( 'i-rtcs,  p»  mm  moche  mysdo, 

a-byde  long,  are  pey  go  par-to ; 
And  \vi'///iin-ii,  grotly  ou<?r  alle  p\ 
pat  wyl  nat  ln-iv  <-hyl'lryn  bryng   |        9844 
To  receyue  pe  sa«-iam»-nt 

bysshopes  con lyrment;5  * 
For  some  wete  w«-yl,  |at  chyldryn  kepe, 

iany  are  drecched  yn  here  slope ;  9848 
J)e  fende  hem  shewep  grete  affray, 
To  some  on  ny$t,  and  some  a°  day, 
II       }  li'-m  greue,    [8v/te«i«»] 

ike  oupe/-  mm  mysbeleue  ;  9852 

'aaO,  all  *  or  K 

3  of  hvaahof'.         4  |>at  |»y  H,  J)at  0. 

8  conferment  0,  ool  I          6  on. 


.  nus. 


b  al.        c  Ke  sunt  do. 
«  Icske  a  tout  ke. 


poer  est  dune  al  enfant 
De  estre  fort*  &  vaillant 
Encuwtre  les  engins  delb  felun, 
Ceo  est,  delc  deable  te/^ptaciun ;       7 
Car,  pws  (jed  nessuw  de  no*tre  mere 
lesqes  ntt#e  sen///  mis  en  tere, 
En  forte  bataille  sum«-s  mis, 
Car  wichusf  est  lu^/n-  t-nimis.  7i'> 

Pur  ceo,  notttre  tres*  du^  seignur 
Nus  pw?nist  cesth  sucur, 
Qe  i\w  uencu  ne  soum 
Si  estre  vencu  ne1  volum. 
Pur  ceo,  couient  chescun  horn 
Qe  veindrek  vodra  le  felun, 
Estre  de  euesqe  cunferme. 
Car  dunk  receuu;^1  poeste 
En  ceste  bataille  bit-n  reter,™ 
E  vencre  le  enimi  de  enfer. 
U  Cil  pechen  en  cest  sacrem 
Qe  atent0  trop  longement  7240 

De  lur  enfan;  cunt. m 

Malmi'v/t  i nt  par  tant  pecher. 

U  II  auiont  souente  f « 

Qe  1'mfant  cs/  trauillel  7 -' 1  1 

Des  engins  al  ma 

I'm  ceo  <|»  il  ne  e#t  cunferm^. 

U  Chescun  qe  eyme*  sun  n 

Pour,  sache;,  auera1  grant 

f  guichetis.         (  tre.s  A,  h  de  coe. 

»    V.  nc  «'.  k  :  .    :    .in 

m  ben  ester  [If.  56,  col.  2J.         «>  Ceus  pet-1. 
0  Ky  a(endeut.        P  souent  fie). 

tuaillez.        r  Par  le  deble  maun 
•  Ky  issi  purloigne.         l  S.  ke  p.  a.  mat. 


308       Beware  of  presenting  a  Friend's  Child  vr  a  Girl  to  the  Bishop. 

Some  men  hyt  here,  &  some  men1  hyt  sees,       Attendera  trop  longement 

Yn  many  stedys,  vaiiy tes,  Qe  auer  nel b  face  coniermewent. 

More  before  J>e  sacrament 

]>an  aftyr,2  whan  he  ys  shent ;  9856 

Hys  powere  ys  fan  moche  fordou« 

purgh  fys  confyrrnacyuH  ; 

For  )>at  ogfit  we,  to  beleue  ry$t, 

fat  fys  sacrament  liaf  fat  rny$t.  9860 

Auofer  poynt,  here-to  longe)),  U  En  cest  sacremewt  cuntretuinc 

pat  lewed  men  nat  vndyrstandyf : 
"  )X>u  man  or  wowman,  be  nat  so  wylde 
To  holde  to  Jje  bysshope  f  yn  owne  chylde ; 

For  jyf  fou  do,  fou  art  commare          9865       Espiritiele  contagiun  d  7252 

To  hym  Jjat  liyt,  gat  or  bare ; 

3yf  a  frende  man  holde  hyt  fore,  [csbk.,  coi.  2]       Car  enfant6  qe  al  euesqe  tient 
To  wedde  fat  chylde,  he  may  neuer  more ;     t  Espuser  ap?'es  ne  deit  nient.f 
fys  longe])  to  )>ys  sacrament ;  9869 

jjarefor3  ^yuej)  gode  entent." 

yn  J>ys  skylje,  as  y  kan, 
hyt  ys  grete  perel  to  an  vncoufe  man,  9872 
A  mayde  chylde  for  to  holde 
Byfore  J>e  bysshope,  as  y  er  tolde, 
But  3yf  he  askti  fyrst  byfore, 
what  hyt  ys,  and  where  was  bore ;        9876 
Elles  pe^-auenture  yn  hys  lyue 
he  my^t  haue  J)at  chylde  to  wyue ; 
Or  ^yf  she  ^yue  here  to  folye, 
he  myjt,  yn  kas,  lygge  here  by ;  9880 

Jjys  kas4  ys  nat  often  seen, 
But  hyt  may  falle,  or  haj>  ben ; 
J?arfore,  nofer  mo5  ne  lesse, 
But  *wyys6  ys,  fat  ware  ys/  9884 

Now  of  J>ys  confyrmacyiitt  f  De  ceste  confirmaciun 

wyl  we  leue  oure  serrnoura ;  f  Plus  a  ceste  fe"e*  ne  dirru??.  7256 

God  $yue  vs  grace,  for  hys  my^t, 
yn  fe  beleue  to  ferine  YS  ry$t,  9888 

)5at  fe  holy  goste  with  vs  wone, 
]?at  cumf  of  fe  fadyr  and  of  fe  sone. 

1  'men'  H,  om.  0.         2  aftcrwardc.  a  De  attendre.         b  ne  iy. 

J  )>arfore  y  rede.  4  J)ys  kas  0,  J?ys  H.  <=  est  purchacee.         d  paient^e.         e  1'enfant. 

*  more.         e  wys.  *  pur  ren  lie  poej.         «  A  c.  fie}  plus. 


The  3rd  Sacramtnt,  of  the  Altar.     GocCs  Son  died  to  u-in   us  Bliss.     309 


[Of  tl><  X'l'-i'onient  of  the  Altar.1] 

God  almy^ty,  j>«t  al  j>yng  weldes,  9891 
\vyndrs,  watrys,-  wodes,  &  feldes, 
As  soj>ely  as  J>ou  maclest  of  no$t 
Allf  creatures  fat  euer  were  wro^t, 

10  me,  to  <l;\y,  Lorde,  my  synne, 
)}:it  y  j>ys  wrj>y3  sacrament  mowe  l>egynne, 
An.l  wursrhypfully  j>ar-of  to  speke,      9897 
J)at  wo  J>e  beleue  nene?*4  breke ; 
N«-  f<T  to  telle,  yu  )>ys  long, 
J3yni,%  )>at  falle-of,  may  any  wrong,       9900 
But  |>at  may  be,  )>e  to  qneme, 
And  vs  yn  stedfaste  beleue  to  $eme. 

Goddes  sonc,  of  heuene  a-boue, 
He  shewed  vs  alle,  for  grete  loue  ;        9904 
For  whan  hys  passyim  neygfieil  nye,  [leafeo] 
To  hys  dyscyplys  )>at  were  hym  bye, 
He  jaue5  hys  body  hem  to  fede,— 
More  loue  ne  my^t  he  shewe  JTI  dede, — 
J)ut  Jjf-y  shuldo  myndc  liaue  9909 

<  )u  hym,  J>at  lie  myjt  hem  saue ; 
3yt  aftyrward  he  lete  hym  slo 
w/t//  ful  vyle  def,  and  pyiiyng  wo;      9912 
For  vs,  and  IK-IM,  d<-d  h»i  ]>\>. 
To  brynge  vs  echone  to  blys, 
Ke°  more  loue  ne  my$t  he  do, 

IP  /  man,  myjt  so  do;  9916 

For  vs  IK-  d.-d  liyt,  )>ys  ys  certryn, 
);      \vc  shuld  lone  hym  ;  -n  ; 

p<>u'li  \vi-  vs  self  $af  an  linndryd  syj>e, 

nt  of  loue  ne  myjt  \\.-  (.)0i>o 

vn-to  )HJ  loue  fat  he  hup  vs  dmi//, 

yt  ys  cure  saluacyun ; 
And  «»f  vs,  askef  he  ry$t 

1    I'i.is  Section,  to  p.  336,  ia  copied  into  the 

Vernon  MS.  (with  a  lew  change*  of  words  and 

1  uncles  of  Corpus  Christi,'  aixl  is 

i  in  '  Minor  I'M-M,..,  ol  n  MS.,'  ed. 

B          .ii.n  .iii-l  F.  .1.  I  .  Soc.  1891. 

/  watres.        a  '  wr)»y  '  should  be  cut  out 
1  n.  u<  /  )>e  beleue.         *  Jafc.         •  N 


Eukaristia.  siue  viaticum. :t 
t  T\u$  Deub  pore  onwipotent 

t  Qe  le  mtind  criastesc  do  nient, 


t  Done},  qe  parlei  di^nement 
Pu8su?»-  de  cest  haut  sacrement !       7'JGO 


t  Le  fi^  Deu,  no*/re  creatur, 

t  En  signe  de  tres  g/vnit  amur, 

t  Qwant  sa  passiun  aprocha, 

t  A  ces  desciples  sun  cors  duna  ;          7264 

Par  tant  lur  vout  ild  mustrer 
t  Qe  pirn  ne  les  poeit  ann-r 


t  Qe  duner  sun  cors  tres  chici 

t  Si  cTuelenv7/t  <-n  cmi^  i>"ii  7268 

t  Pur  eu^  le  fist,  &  pur  n»/.< ; 


Mercier  tut  dis  lee  deuums  ; 
t  Si  cent  fee  luy  pussu/;/  n?/>f  dun. -i. 
Dignement  nol  pussiim*  guerdon •  i  . 


Mes,  par  prtitr  cho.s«-  (Nl  hon  qeorh  7 


•  Le  terce  est  le 

•-:•;. 

<*  m«  voleit  ben.        •  ly. 
f  raepusea  ly  [If.  56,  bk.  ]. 
c  ne  ly  pus. 
h  coe  oat,  nnstrti  <pi<  i  . 


310     We  must  forsake  Sin,  and  believe  that  consecrated  Bread  is  God's  Flf*h. 


But  )>at  may  weyl  y-nogfi  be  wro$t,      9924 

N    )?yng  but  loue-longyng, 

To  loue  hym  weyl  ouer  alle  jnnu% 

And  for  hys  loue  to  leue  synne ; 

hys  loue,  hys  blys,  £uii  mow  \vr  wy/me;    J 

For  J>ou  mayst  neuer  haue  hym  to  )>e,   9929 

But,  )>ou  wylt  fyrst  synne  He ; 

Alle  byng  he  loueb,  but  synne  he  hates ; 

M.-ynyrt 

3yf  )>ou  hym  louest,  vriih  synne  bou  wlates. 
3yf  bou  loue1  one,  be  behoueb  nerles    9933 
Forsake  fat  byng  bat  he  be  forbedes ; 
Elles,  hyt  ys  tolde  no  loue, 
And  namely  to  God  a-boue.  9936 

And  bou  mayst  nat2  loue  hym  \\ith  no 

greyth", 

But  )>ou  haue  of  hym  gode  fey];e, 
j>at  ys  to  seye,  to  beleue  hyt  weyl, 
Alle  )>at  ys  wryte  of  hym  euerydeyl.    9940 
Stedfast  beleue,  of  loue  hyt  comes  ; 
And  of  beleue,  loue  men  nomes  : 3 
So  ys  J>e  toon  with  be  touber ;      [leaf  66,  coi.  2] 
\riih  stedfast  beleue,  loue  ys  J)e  broker.  9944 

To  whom  ogh"4  Jjan  oure  loue  be  went, 
But  to  j>e  beleue  of  Jjys  sacrament  ? 
Jjys,  oght  to  beleue,  euery  crysten  man, 
And  lerne  )>e  beleue  of  one  )?at  kan,     9948 
*  j)at  ]>e  bred  J>at  sacred  ys 
At  )?e  auter,  ys  Goddys  flessfi  : ' 
Bo]>e  flesshe  and  blode  fer  ys  leyd,      9951 
]5urgh  )>e  wurdes  ]?at  ))e  prest  haj>  seyd, 
]3at  ly^te  wzt/i-ynne  )>e  vyrgyne  Marye, 
And  on  j)e  rode  for  vs  wulde  deyo, 
And  fro  dej)  to  lyue  he  ros, 
God  and  man,  yn  my^t  and  los. 

For  who  so  beleuej?  nat  clere 
yn  )»e  sacrament  of  j>e  autere, 


1  louest. 
3  0.  gloss 


2  nat  H,  om.  0. 
taketh.'        4  oghte. 


Le  purru?»  asse^  bien  paer.a 


t  51  Ki  pur  sa  amur  lesse  de  pecher,b' 
E  se  repente  de  fin  qeor,  7276 

J  Pai6  ad  sun  creatnr, 
Qe  morir  voleit  pur  sac  amur. 


995G 


IT  Sache^,  qe  cest  haut  sacrement 

Demande,  al  comen cement,  7280 

Qe  il  seit  bon  creistien, 

E  en  la  ley  afurme  bien, 

Kyd  le  cors  Deu  vodra  vser 

Ou  le  prestre  qe  lee  deit  sacrer;         7284 


a  Ly  j)oum8  asez  ben  paier. 

b  les  pecher.         c  Ky  morut  pztr  la  sue. 


t  Car  ietmemeni  deue$  tenir — 

Flechir  mief  pur  morir — 
f  Qe  ceo  &  qe  est  en  Tauter  sacre? 
t  Est  verreiment  le  fi$  De,  7288 


t  Ki  fu  de  la  nette  pucele  n£e,h 
t  E  pur  nus1  en  croi$  penc  : k 


t  Ki  fermemeiit  ce  ne  creit, 


(1  ky  B,  om.  A. 

e  le  A,  om.  B.         f  E  point  flecliir. 

«-*  Omitted.         h  ne. 

1  Ky  p.  n.  fu. 

k  B.  inserts — E  mort  sufFri,  pus  est  releue. 


Tho  you  taste  only  Bread  and  Wine,  believe  that  they  are  Flesh  and  Blood.     311 


He  shal  neuer  f  e  blys  a-byde, 

For  no  fyng  fat  may  betyde.  9960 

Yn  fe  olde  lawe,  fus  ys  wryte, 
Bofe  lewes  and  crysten  weyl  hyt  wete, 
"God  seyd,  an.l  liyt  was  wro$t ; 
he  bonnnaimded  alle  fyngof  no^t."  *  9964 
Jjese  wurdes  are  verry  and  clere ; 
Dauyd  hem  seyth  yn  f  e  sautere ; 
Syn  he  made  alle  fat  no$t  er  was,  * 
lesse  maystry  were  hyt  fan1  yn  kas,    9968 
For  to  chauHge  fe  lekenes2 
Yn-to  an  ouf<?r  fyng  fat  es  ;  J 
fe  lykcnes  of  bred  and  wyne,  §  9971 

Yn  flesshe  and  blode  to  turne  hyt  ynne ; 
Yn  flessh"  and  blode  f  e  brede  be  bro$t, 
Syn  he  made  alle3  of  no$t.  * 

3yf  fou  se  hyt  nat  w/tA  Wly4  sy$t,  9975 
J)y  soule  witA-ynne  shal  beleue  hyt  ry^t; 
And  $yf  fou  feli-  no  sauour, 
But  ryght.lv  wyne,  and  brede  of  flour,5 
ftat  ys  fe  wysdom  of  Goddys  ordynau?*ce 
For  to  saue  vs  alle  fro  f  ys  chaunce ;     9980 
For  $yf  hyt  fyl,  as  flesshe  to  take,    [if.  66,  bk.] 
wlate  we  shulde,  and  hyt  forsake ; 
And  for  he  wulde  nat  men  hyt  forsoke, 

:  it  all.-  men  hyt  vndyrtoke,          i>9S4 
J3arfi»r«'  liys  wysdom,  hys  ownij  rede, 
Sauerf  hyt  yn  wyne  and  bred.  ; 
Hyt  semef  brede,  as  be6  sy^t, 
And  as  brede,  sauer  haf  ryjt ; 
Nofyr  fe7  sy$t,  nofer  fe8  felyng, 
Haf9  fer-of  any  certeyn  fyng; 

-hal  fan,  fe  most  saue, 
$ut  stedfast  beleue  fat  fou  nhalt  hauef  | 
fetedfast  beleue  of  euery  9993 

pat  shal  fan,  saue  fe  weyl. 


t  Sa  aline  perd,  &  ceo  est  dreit.a 


292 


9988 


1  )NUI  were  hyt.        *  lyknes. 
3  al  by  fore  of  noght.         4  l>« 

it  .  .  .  flour  U.     Uut  ryjt  l.ivd  an.l  wyne  of 
flour  I! 

no  for. 


11  De  tutes  choses  ad  Deu  poer  — 
*  Gil  <\e  de  nient  les  poeit  crier  — 
J  Chescune  furme  en  autre  change?*  ; 

De  ceo  ne  deit  mil  duter. 

U  Bien  sauu?»,  qe,  de  un  estreim, 

Purreit  Deu  fei-e  un  blanc  pain  ; 
t  DUHC,  peot  ilb  le  pain  muer 
t  En  char,  &  en  sun  cors  tresc  cher, 

§  E  le  vin  vermail  oud  blanc 

En  suw  p?-eciuse  sane  ; 


7296 


7300 


En  ceste  fey  seiej  a-funnef 
Si  v«x  vole^  estre  sauue. 

11  Sau»-/-  dm. 

Qe  cil  •'  !!••  rim  cost  sacrot 

Est 


.ait..dait        b  il  ben.        «  tant 
d  it.        «  trepreciua.        f  Met  vtw  t 

•  Ha.st  )wu  on  no  (but  altered  in  the  same 
hand). 


312     The  Sacramental  Bread  and  Wine  turnd  into  a  Child's  Flesh  and  Blood. 


A  n«  I  some  haue  sey  hyt  bodyly, 
To  whom  he  shewed  hys  mercy ; 
Lo  here  a  tale  for  of  50 w  sum,  ° 
)>at  y  fonde  yn  *  vitas  patruw.'  | 


Si  il  ne  vigne  a  ame7idenie/<t.  7308 

9996   j  U  Une  cuwtc  de  g?'«nt  auctorite  .ex™j>/«ra. 
En  vn  seint  liure  ai  troue 

A  tale   4-  Qe  '  v^tas  patruw '  est  apele, 

E  bien  deit  estre  escute.  7312 


\_Jlie  Tale  of  t/<>  /'rifxtfor  whom 
the  Sacramental  Bread  and 
Wine  were  turnd  into  a  Child's 
Flesh  and  Blood, ,] 

J)yr  was  a  man  of  relyg}rouw ; 

Of  almes  he  had  grete  renoiw ;  10000 

But,  for  J>e  fende1  wulde  haue2  hym  shent, 

He  beleued  nat  yn  J>e  sacrament, 

And  seyd  '  hyt  was  nat  Ihe#u 

)>at  conceyued  was  Jwrgll  vertu ;         10004 

Ne  Ihesu  was  nat  }>e  oble3 

Jjat  reysed  was4  at  J>e  sacre ;  § 

And  J?o  j>at  wurschep  ded  Jjarto, 

To  beleue  hyt,5  was  nat  to  do.'  10008 

By  fore  twey  abbotes  Jms  he  tolde ; 
J?ese  abbotes  wryte  J>ys  tale  to  holde ; 
hyt  oght  be  tolde  to  euery  wham 
feat  ys  a^ens  \>Q  crystendam,  10012 

Tyl  hyt  be  preued  we't/i6  clergye 
whej>er  hyt  be  beleue  or  erysye. 

)3ese  abbotes  shewed  hym  J>e  ry^t  weye 
with  alle  ))e  ensamples  }>at  J>ey  coude  seye ; 
And  he  seyd  '  J>at  hyt  was  lye,7          10017 
But  ^yf  he  sagh8  hyt  wit/i  hys  ye.'   J 
"  Dofe  |?an  so  )>at  y  hyt  se,    [leaf  GO,  back,  coi.  2] 
)3an  wyl  y  beleue  jjat  hyt  may  be."    10020 

)3ese  abbotes  preyd  a  ful  seuen  ny^t  * 
))at  God  wulde  shewe  hy?»,  J>urgh  hys  my^t, 
Yn  flesshe  and  blode  on  )>e  autere, 

1  >e  fende  0,  >e  H  (?>e  =  they). 

3  had.          a  Vbble. 

4  was  reysede.         «  hyt.  hyt.         6  by. 
7  0.  gloss  'fals.'        8  saye. 


»  Ky  [If.  56,  bk.,  col.  2]. 
b  par  le  deble  entisement. 


c  m.  ben  eel. 


[Vitas   Patrum,  p.  656  ;   cf.   p.   156.— G.   Paris, 
Hist.  Litt.  xxviii.  204.] 


f  1T  ladis  esteit  vn  veil  horn 

Qe*  f u  de  gmnt  religiun ; 

Mes  il  entierement1' 

t  Ne  crust  mie  cestc  sacreme?it,  7316 

t  Dist  '  qe  ne  fu  mie  ihesu  Crist 
f  Qe  de  la  pucele  Marie  nasqwe'st, 
t  Qe  en  furme  de  paind  veeit  7319 

e  Quant  le  prestre  en  mains  le  teneit, 

E  al  people  mustreit 
§  Ceo  qe  il  a  la  messe  sacreit.' e 
t  Deucmt  doujf  sein^  homes  Tad  gmnte  ; 
f  De  sa  pa?'ole  vnt  auant  mustre,§       7324 
t  Qeh  tele  chose  ne  deit  estre  celee 
t  Qe  est  encimtre  crestienete.1 


f  Doii3k  abbe3  de  g?-ant  auctoritc3 

t  De  ceo  li  vnt  aresune,  7328 

Mes  le  simple  home  lur  ad  iure, 

'  Qe  ia  ne  crerra  de1  ve?'ite, 

Qe  ceo  le  uemii  cors  Deu  seit 
{  Si  il  de  oil  nelm  veeit.'  penfioi,coi.2]  7332 
*  Gels  sein$  homes,  les  dou$  abbe^, 

Lan  simeine  vnt  Deu  pri4 

Qe  il,  pwr  sa  g?*ant  pit6,° 
t  Al  si??iple  home  mustmtp  verite ;      7336 

d  del  obble. 

e-e     E  ke  entre  ses  mains  le  prestre  trn.iit 

Coe  ke  la  messe  sacrait 

E  a  la  gent  le  mustrait. 
f  .ij.         8  cunte.         h  Kar.         J  la  or.  .  . 
k  Deus.        J  pur.        m  ben  n'el.        »  Tute  la. 
0  bunte.         1'  A  eel  h.  m.  la. 


The  Sacramental  Bread  and  Wine  turiid  into  a  Child's  Fledi  and  Blood.     313 


To  conferme  hys  beleue  clere  ;  10024 

And  hym-self  proyd  specyaly 

lod  wulde  shewe  hym  also  yn  body  : 
"  Lorde,"  lie  seyde,  "  for  no  mysbeleue 
J)ut  fou  shuldest,  w/t/<  me  fe  ^reue,  10028 
But  for  to  shewe  )>e  ry$t  sofenes 
)3at  fou  art  fe  sacrament  of  fe  messe, 
)3at  y  may  make  oufer  certeyn 
whan  y  \\i\.h  yen  liaue  J>e  seyn  !  "       10032 

);      abbotes  lay  yn  orysiw 
Tyl  alle  fe  seuen  ny$t  were2  dou/'  : 
fe  seuenfe  day,  to  fe  cherche  fey  cam,3 
And  fe  touf/>r  man  w/t/f  hem  fey  nain  ;  ' 

_•.•  was  ordeyned  for  hem  fre       10037 
To  behold  e  alle  fe  pryuyte 
Of  fat  holy  sacrament 
))at  shewed  was  yn  here  present :       10040 

x.-  hem  sate  fys  yche  man 
Of  whom  fe  myracle  fyrst  began. 

whan  fe  vble  was  on  fe  auter  leyd, 
And  fi-  pn-st  fe  wurdes  had  seyd,      10044 
Alle  fre  fo$t  ))an  verrylyk. 
Before  fe  prest,  fat  a  chyld  lay  quyk 
Yn  feyre  forme  of  flesshe  and  blod«- : 
pys  say  fey  fre,  fere  fey  stode.          10048 

whan  f<-  preste  shulde  parte  fe  sacram <•//(. 
An  aungel  down;/  from  lieucne  was  sent. 
And  i  }•«•  divide  ry^t  fare;  J 

As  fe  prest  liyt  ln-ak,  fe  auwgel  hyt  share  ; 
fe  blode  yn-to  fe  chaleys  ran  10053 

Of  fat  chylde,  bofe  GCK!  and  man. 

j)ys  man  ^ede  to  fe  heyjest  degro,  * 
'!'..  housel  hym,  as  fyl  to  be ;  1005G 


*  were  alle  H,  were  0. 
4  nome. 


•  le  aimpl*-  hum.         b-b  nc  wt  m.  ^ 
par.        d-d  Himplj.-it.-  Kede»irsaii 


•  Coment 


may  .  .  day. 


t  "Deii,"  dist  le  veillard,*  "bien  saue^, 

Qe  ne  bmie  purb  incredulite^, 

M«-s  pwc  ma  grant  dsimplete, 

Me  dute  de  cestd  verite,  7340 

Pur  ceo,  sire,  mustre^  moi 

Qe6  ceste  chose  crere  dei  ;  "  f 

t  Meme  ceo  vnt*  prie 

Pur  li,  les  douj  abbe.h  7  '•  H 

t  f  Le  dymeine  vnt1  al  muster, 

Cu?n  ilk  fure?^t  custumer; 
Vne  siege  fu  fete  de  iunc, 
t  Ou  il  sul  treis  sistrent  en  long1         7348 

Deuaut  le  pn'ncipal  auter, 

On  deueit  le  prestre  sacrer  :  m 
t  Le  veil  home  sist  en  mileu, 

1'tir  ki  duwc  furewt  venu.  7352 

t  H  Q?w<nt  le  pain  sur  Tauter  fun  : 


i  Meroea  la  chose  vnt  den. 

1  vunt.         k  Si  . 


t  A  eu$  treis  fu°  auis 

vn  enfant  vif 
Deuant  le  preste  (\e  sn« 

f  Quant  il  estendi  sa^  main 
t  Pur  depecer  ler  sei?/t  pain. 
T  Yu  angle  de  ceil  descendeit* 
•  •n  sa  main  vn  cutel  teneit,1 
id  1'enfant  sacritit- 
E  del"  cute!  p<n-  mi  trom-i. 
t  Le  sane  recustr  en  le  chali} 
Qe  deuant  le  prestre  fu  mis; 

/nt  le  prestre  le  corsx  sacre 
Kn  petite  peces  ad  deposed, 
Meintenant  I'enfant*  trencha, 


1-1         YD  see  i  aueit  mes  en  lung 

Or  sul  eus  .iij.  aoaient  .lunk. 
'"  le  p.  d.  le  iur  chanter.        n  esteit  aur  le  a. 
"  A  proa  le  aaorer  o»<  al  simple  horn. 
i-  i  K\m:\\.        •«  K  k//'/nt  le  prestre  e.  la. 
r  eel.      •  deaoendi  «1 
t  tint  .i.  cultel.        u  d« 
v  coleit.        *  pr.  aueit 
r  L'eofant  menuement  le  n 


7356 


7360 
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Hyin  fogfit  f  e  prest  bro^te  on  f  e  patoyn  [if. 67] 
Morselles  of  fe  chylde  alle1  newe  sleyn, 
And  bedde  hym  a  morsel  of  f  e  flesshe 
wtt7f  alle  $e  blode  f  er-on  alle  fresshe.  £ 

£an  gan  he  cry,  vriUt  loude  steuene,  £ 
"  Mercy!  Goddys  sone  of  heuene  !  J  10062 
J>e  brede  fat  y  sagli  on  f  e  auter  lye, 
Hyt  ys  J>y  body ;  y  se  hyt  w/t/i  ye.  £ 
Of  fe  brede,  furgh  sacrament,  10065 

To  flesshe  and  blode  hyt  ys  alle  went ; 
j)ys  y  beleue,  and  euer  y  shal ;  f 
^or  verryly  we  se  hyt  alle."  10068 

whan  he  and  fey  were  alle  certeyn, 
yn  forme  of  brede  hyt  turned  a^eyn ; 
He  ded  hym  housel  as  ouper  wore, 
And  was  a  gode  man  for  euermore ;   10072 
And  alle  fe  toper2  bej)  f  e  better, 
Jjat  heren  fys  tale,  or  redyn  fys  lettyr. 
.  £e  prest  fat  sacref  Goddys  body, 
Hym  behouej)  be  clene  nedely  :  <">      10076 
A  lewed  man  fat  shal  hym3  receyue, 
Alle  maner  of  fylf  e,  behouef  hym  weyue. (6) 

Be  f  ou  neuer  so  gode  a  preste,  J 
Ee  so  grete  wytte  yn  py  breste,          10080 
Y  rede  fe  here  how  f e  properties  are  shewed, 
JX>gfc4  fe  langage  be  but  lewed. 

feou  wost  weyl  fat  f  e  vble 
Ys  but  a  lytyl  f yng  to  se ;  10084 

So  shal  we  be  lytyl  yn  wyl, 
lytyl  and  meke,  w'tft-outyn  yl,  § 
No$t  yn  pryde,  ne  na$t5  yn  hegfife,  J 

1  Leave  out  'alle.'        2  alle  ou>re.         3  hyt. 
4  f>oghe  >rtt.         5  '  najt '  omitted. 

a~a      Al  simple  homme  ben  sembla 
Apres  est  eel  simple  horn  ale. 
b  acumine.        c  apertement  auis  ly  esteit. 
d  Ke  a  Iv  soulcmeiit  le  prestre  tendeit. 
e  mors  [If.  57,  col.  2], 
f  Dunt .  .  .  espaiite  B,  om.  A. 
*  M-  ad  sauoiz. 

h  a  ihesu  le.         {  sur.         k  Vostre  cors. 
1  vo^re.        m  returne.        n  ad  de  coe. 


aApertement  lur  resembla.  7368 

Le  veil  home  ap?'es  est  ale  l 
*  Pur  estre  od  les  autres  comimie;1'  [if.ioi.bk.] 

Mes  il  se  est  aparceu,c 
i  Qe  sulemewt  fu  dune  a  luyd  7372 

"  Vn  morsel6  de  char  ensanglente, 

Dunt  il  esteit  niut  espante.f 

Sa  voi$  ad  meintena?it»  leue, 

Merci  pria  leh  fi^  D^e.  7:J76 

"Desore,"  dist,  "fermement  crerrai 

Qe  le  pain  qe  en1  Tauter  vei 

Qe  le  cors  Deuk  est  fet  pa?*  sacremeMt, 

En  le  chaliz  sun1  sane  seureme?it."    7380 

t  Qwant  le  si??iple  home  out  grants, 
t  En  semblance  de  pain  est  turn6 ; m 
t  Si  est  dune  acomunie, 

Deu  adn  m?dt  regracie.0  7384 

H  En  Tubble P  dimt  le  cors  est  fet, 

Vere  poe^  ci  vus  plest, 

Come^t  san^  peche  deue^  estre, 
|  Quel  qer  seie^,  lay  ou  prestre.  73S8 

11  Qe  en  ceo  qe  Puble  est  blanc,8 

Poe$  vus  vere*  par  tant 

Qe  estre  ne  deue3  entucheu 

De  ledur  dev  charnel  peche,  7392 

Cest  a  dire,  de  lecherie 

Qe  1'alme  suylle,x  ne  dute}  mie. 
f  H  En  tant  qe?  Tuble  es^  petit, 

Ente?idre  vus  fetz  Ihesu  Crist  7396 

§  Qe  vus  ne  vus  deue3aa  engrosser, 
|  De  vertue  nul  enorguller ; bb 

Deu  tut  dis  ceocc  hay, 

0  B.  adds— 

De  coe  k'il  est  si  ben  en  foi  ferine*. 

<")  E  sachez  ke  chescun  deit  auer  nettet^, 
Prestre  ke  le  cors  Deu  deit  sacrer, 

<6>  E  lays  horn  ke  le  deit  user. 
P  le  obble.         <i  Purrez  ver. 
r  Lequel  ke  vus. 

•  S.-«-  English  1. 10135-42.         l  Si  p.  ben  ver. 
11  Ky  ne  d.  estre  blame".         v  De  nul. 
x  soille.         y  cum.         z  volt  fere. 
aa  ne  deuez.      bb  Ne  de  nule  vertu  en  orgoillir. 
<*  tuz  iurs  cest  peche". 


The  7  Properties  of  the  Sacramental  Bread.    Wheat,  the  loveliest  Corn.     :i  I  "> 


For  no  wysdom  ne  for  no  sleghf e,      1 0088 
)3at  we  ne  falle  w/t/<  Lucyfere,  ° 
For  proude  men  wone  w/t//  bym  fere. 

)>   vble  ys  made  of  whete,1  * 
J3e  louelyest  coriu-'  fat  men  ete ;          10092 
So  shal-  w«-  be  meke  and  louely  | 
To  alle  f o  fat  bef  vs  by ; 

vs  a^ens  Ire,         pe»/67,eoi.  2] 
pat  ys  \\ith  Lucyfere  yn  fyre.  J        10096 

'}:<-  paste  of  fe  vl»li\  nat  ne  ogli4 
Be  made  of  any  niaiu-r  of5  soure  dogli ; 
For  fe  soure  dogli  makef  alle  soure 
J>e  swetnes  fat  cumf  of  fe  floure.       10100 
By  f  ys  soure  dogli  ys  tokenyng 
])at  enuye  ys  a  wykked  f  yng, 
For  hyt  fordof  e  swetnes  of  dede 
)5at  God  sbulde  ^yue  for  soule  mede;  10104 

•re  makef  be  none  berbergerye 
Jpere  he  fyndef'  by  fore,  enu 

A  vertu  also  yn  f  e  wbete  ys, 
)3at  ys  moche  a^ens  sloglines;  10108 

For  wbete  corni:s  wyl  nat  prykke,    j 
As  otes  dowiiw,  or  barlykke  ; 
Ne  we  sbulde  nat  baue  any  prykyl 
Of  ydylnes  ouer  mykyl.  10112 

Yilylnesgrucchef,  and  ys  heuy  of  fo$t,  i 
An  1  also  sone  wrofe  for  no$t;  § 
And  fat  wraffi:  cumf  of7  sorowe, 
Jjat  of  wanbope  wyl  mocbc  borowe.    10116 
J?ys  sacrament  of  f  e  messe  || 

louef  noun  swycbe  ydulnesse, 
Ne,  w/t//  n.. u//,  wyl  b«-  dwellc,     | 


1  See  Fr.-n.}.  1.7121 

1  See  French  1.  7389-94. 

4  oghj)  (the  last  letter  liaa  been  added  on). 

*  cutout  'manerof.'        •  fyiulen.        r  of  a. 

»-»      En  enfer  ou  il  trebucha, 

>.l  .l.-hle  eat,  it  tuz  jure  aerra; 
and  all  the  next  paragraph  (t-n  lines)  is  omitt*  <!. 

»•  S,.,.  Knglish  1.1011"..    I. 

d  Ver  p.  ben.        •  Ke  viw  ne  d.  en^;: 


Para;?/  Lucifer  de  ciel  cbai ; 

*Ki  orgoillus  estt  li  suera 

A  vifs  deables  ou  li  ala.a 

U  En  ceo  q^  1'ubl*1  v*f  run 

Knt«-w«l«'j  qe  Deu,  qe  tut  le  mu?<d<-    7  I1 '4 

Fist  la  indiffinite, — 

Qe  verrai  est,  &  bien  ]•/ 

Qe  tut  dis  c>7  pormainaMe, 

E  est,  &  fu  tut  dis,  estable, —  7408 

Tut  dis  ex/,  it  ia  serra,     r»f.  wi,  bk.,  col.  2] 

Qe  en  nul  te?is  sa  colur  cli 

nature,  pussance,  ne  buwte, 
Pus  ceo  est  il  alpba  &  u>  ape!6.  7  41  '2 

bH  En  taut  «r  l'ublec  tenue  est, 
Entewdre  poe^,d  si  viw  plest, 
Qe  estre  ne  deue^  engurgite6 
De  glotuuie  lef  malure,  7  11  M 

Si  receiure  vol*  5  di^ncment 
Cest  treshaut  sacrement ; 
Meu;  vaudrai  qe  nel  berbigisse^ 
Qe  par  glotuni'-  r«Miur'§ti^>--;.  ~  l-() 

kU  De  furment  est  let1  1'ul.l  1 
Qe  en  1'auti-r  »•>/'  sacre, 
far  tant  nus  veutm  Deu  enseigner 
Qe  mis  ne  deuuwn  estre  cruel 
Cttw  ••>•/  <-il  qe°  est  ire$  ; 

vtTo  I«M-;,  si  ^ar.l.-i'  j>. 
Qe  furmr/a  lit-  «•>/  niic  poi^na/tt  ble$, 
Cunt  c.-7'i  si-ii;l»'  iV  ••r^-;  m«'ill«-  ;r       74^8 
A  «lous  chefs  ;   i^uilluu, — 

Vere  peot  bien  cbcscuN  bom  ; — 
Ne8  vus  ne  deuej  estre  poii: 
Cum  su/it  cil  qe  vu«t  groignant,        V 
Fere  les  p«M-;  mruci1 
De  vn  r.-i.-i.-im  q^  fut  moille;u 
Chescu;/  «l<-it  «'stre  deboneire 
QeT  le  core  l)m  vodra  reoei  7  1  •«> 

XU  Le  uble  ne  esty  fennent^ 

*  la.        «  eusez  hrrberge.        h  eusaez  engete\ 
i  De.  .  fet  II.  go.  .eat  A. 

k  See  English  1. 10091-6. 
1  Ke  le  {ireatro  ad  en  le  auter. 

VIM  volt 

n  vt«  nedeuex.  >t  il. 

P  gard  en.        <i  stint.         '  medle  B,  oin.  A. 

•  Qe  A.         t  estre  c. 
«  ettraim  mi.-l.-. 

>  See  English  1.  10097-10106. 
* 
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But  )>cre  men  of  loye  spelle.  10120 

)>e  paste  to  J>e  vble  seyd  byforne, 

Shal  nat  be  *of  no  medel1  corne, 

But  alle  onely  of  wete ;     § 

)>e  mastlyou?*  sliul  men  lete.  10124 

pat  yche  mene)>,  w/t/*  no  wyse  J 

we  shul  vs  model  vriUi  coueytyse,  * 

And  namely  wit//,  auaryce, 

For  ]>at  ys  tolde  a  wykked  vyce.  10128 
2  Also  )>ou  seest  )>e  vble  ys  J)ynne, 

Aiul  grete  dunhede  ys  nou?i  fer-yniii-  : 

And  })at  \vyl  weyl  sygnyfye 

A$ens  J)e  synne  of  glotonye  ;  10132 

For  }>ere  ne  wyl  J)e  sacrament  reste,  [if.  07,  bk-.] 

)>ere  glotonye  wyl  hym  oute  keste.3 

4  And  J>ou  seest,  })e  vble  ys  whyte ; 
And  we  shul  haul-  noun5  delyte         10136 
Of  no  maner  of  flesshely  lak, 

Of  lechery,  J>at  make})  vs  blak. 

J3ese  are  J)e  seuene  p?Y>pertes 
Yn  J)e  vble,  as  £ou  sees ;  10140 

And  every  p?'operte6  Jjer-ynne 
Ys  a^ens  a  dedly  synne. 

A^ens  J>ys  sacrament,  pan  do  po 
pat  are  yn  synne,  and  J>ar-to  go,         10144 
Or  are  yn  wyl  a$en  to  wende 
To  synne,  and  hemself  shende. 

Also  a  preste  pat  go]),  syngej)  hys  messe, 
pat  yn  dedly  synne  ys,  10148 

An  h  under  folde  he  synne})  more  * 
£an  $yf  he,  a  lewed  man  wore.   J 

Alle  })ey  ))at  receyue  J)ys  sacrament 
yn  dedly  synne,  or  wykked  entent,    10152 

J-J  of  medlede. 

2  See  French  1.  7413-20. 

3  keste  0,  kaste  H.        4  See  French  1.  7389-94. 

5  no.         6  a  properte. 


a  Dunt.        b  t  est  ben.        c  tre  mauueis. 

These  lines  are  omitted  in  B.         e  en  egrit. 
f  A.  enuie.        e  Les  bens  ke. 


440 


Qea  le  prestre  ad  sac  re  ; 
Par  tant  vus  etttb  signilir 
Qe  envie  e#t  malueis0  peche 
Qe  est  par  ferment  note,d 
Car,  solu?i  sei??t  Pol,  1'apostle  Dee,d 
Ausi  cum  le  furmeut  en  grist6 
Tut  le  past  coru?»pist,  7444 

Ausi  les  biensf  trestut  honist 
Qe»  al  alme  dune  Ihesu.  Crist  ; 
Pur  ceo,  ue  veut  estre  herbege    [leaf  102] 
Ou  envie  e^  auant11  troue.  7448 

^  H  Le  past  ne  deit  estre  melle" 

*  De  nule  man<9?*e  de  nutre  b!6, 
iDu?it  est  fet  eel  vble 

Dimt  souewt  VMS  ai  p«rle  j1  7452 

§  De  sul  f  urmerat  deit  estre  fet  ; 

Qek  autre  ble  met,  il  mesfet  ; 
J  Par  tant  \us  est  signifie1 

Qe  iL08tiem  amur  ne  deit  estre  melle  7456 

*  Del  peche  den  coueitise, 

Qe  1'alme  destwrbe  en  meinte  gm'se 

Deu  p«?'fiteme«t  amer, 

Qe  fere  peot°  nul  auer,  7460 

Qe,  *  la  on  su7itp  ces  deners 

La  couendra  estre  ces  qeors.'  1 
f  H  Set  choses  \us  ai  ore  curate 
t  Qe  vere  poe$  en  1'uble,  7464 

Cum  estre  deue$r  purge^ 

Des  set  criminals  peche^ 

Si  \uz  volej8  dignemerit 

Receiure  cest  haut  sacremerat  ;  7468 

*Ki  de  ceo  dust  p«?'ler  a  clers, 

Mettre  purreit  en  dou$  vers 

Cest  set  prop?'etes  del  uble 

Qe  al  auter  de  prestre  est  sacre,         7472 

'Ca?idida,  tr^ticea,   tenuis,   non   magwa, 


Expe?fs   fermenti,  now   mixta,  sit  hostia 

Chr&ti.'* 
f  Cil  an  meins  enczmtre  funt 

h  La  ov.  e.  est.         i-1  Omitted. 
k  Ky  [If.  57,  bk.,  col.  2]. 
1  ben  mustre\        m  nostre  A,  om.  B. 
n  Oue  lecherie  ne  one. 
0  Kar  coe  ue  p.  f. 
i'  La  ov  serrunt.         «i  sis  quers. 
r  VMS  d.  e.         s  Si  desirez. 
t—  t  Omitted,  and  the  next  line  is  (7445)  — 
Encuntre  cest  sacrement  cil  funt. 
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yn  any  of  )>ese  ychii  seuene  Qe  en  }>eche  acomune  suwt ;  7476 

J3at  )>ou  hast  me  herde1  neuene,  E  prestre  qe  messe*  ad  chante 

II  v  t  ys  to  here  dampnacyuw,  Ta1nt  cu"l  ilt  f'  V"  11Ull',U'1  1>CcW> 

i  AI  -*       Cil  cent  duble  plwx  maleinent 
And  J>arfore  veniauwce  shal  be  douw.    101o6    ,  peche  qeb  la  ^  gent< 

And,  here  y  shal  telle  a  tale,  A  tale 

How  liyt  ys  to  )>o  men  bale. 

[The  Tale  of  tin-  I  Driest  who  was  enabled  to  see  Folk's  a 

in  their  Faces."] 

A  ]>arysshe  prest  was  yn  a  tounne, 
A  man  of  ful  grete  dyscrecyoiuine  ; — 
Dy8c^ecyu?^,  a  ryjt  wyt  ys,  10161 

On  bo)>e  partys  ryjtly  to  ges ; — 
Of  hys  parysshenes  lie  vndyrstode, 
^?hyche  were  yl,  and  wliych  were2  gode ; 
Tweyn  lie  hadde  for  to  gete,  1016") 

))at  never  wuldi:  synn.:  lete. 

And  fyl  hyt  at  an  esterne, 
]3at  a  prest  shul3  none  ouj)e/*4  werne 
But  3yf  hyt  be  )>e  gretter  synne,         10169 
As  yn  cursyng,  or  yn  vnbuxyme. 
J)ys  prest  was  yn  grete  Jx^t    [leaf  c?,  tack,  col.  2] 
whe)>er  he  shulde  housel  hem  or  no$t ; 
h«   ].r«. yd  God,  of  heuene  kyng,  10173 

)3at  he  wulde  sende  hym  sum  tokenyng 
wli.-^/-  lie  >hulil«-  liem  forbede; 
To  housel  hem,  he5  fojt  grete  drede.   10176 

Fro  God  h<-  had  J>ys  answere  : 
'  )3at  cclionu  shuld  hys  owne  charge  here, 
And  J'at  In-  >liul'l.   \\arne  hyt  none, 
But  ^yue  hyt  furfe  to  euerychone  ;'  10180 
"Do  \>ou  as  Ihwu  dyd°  yn  •! 
And  ))ou  shalt  no  man  hyt  forbcd.-, 
Ne  more  fan  he  ded  ludas, 
)5at  hadde  do  ful  grete  trespas."          10184 

he  jaue  hyt  to  alle  wtt/<  inyl.l.   mode 
whan  brede  was  turned  to  flessfi  &  blode. 

1  hast  hep  '  were'  oim  »  Or  p.  ky  roes.         «>  P.  ke  nc  funt. 

»  8h>; 
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For  some  f  «t  hyt  take];,  hyt  shal  \\eni  sane, 
And  some  farfore  peyne  shal  haue ;    10188 
Aftyr  )>ey  are  of  sy;me  clene, 
So  shal  hyt  on  hem  be  sene." 

3yt  preyde  he  God  of  more  grace, 
Jjat  he  my$t  knowu  hem  by  face,        10192 
J>-  whyche  receyued  hyt  wurfyly, 
And  whyche  to  have  hyt  were  wurj>y. 
And  God  graunted  \\jni  hys  wyl, 
To  knowe  fe  gode  fro  fe  yl.  10196 

jje  folk1  J>at  to  fe  preste  went 
For  to  receyue  f  e  sacrament, 
Of  some  fe  faces  were  as  bry^t 
As  ]>e  suwne  ys,  on  days  ly^t:  10200 

And  some,  here  vysages  al  blake, 
)3at  no  f  yng  my^t  hem  blaker  make ; 
And  some2  were  as  rede  as  blode, 
Sturywg  ry^t  as  fey  had  be  wode  ;      10204 
And  sum  were  swolle,  fe  vyseges3  stout, 
As  f  03  liere  y^en4  shulde  burble  out ; 
And  su??i  gnapped  here  fete  &  handes, 
As  dogge's  dou?i  )?at  gnawe  here  bandes ; 
And  sum  hadde  vy sages  of  meselrye;  [leaf  68] 
And  some  were  lyke  foule  maumetiye  : 
Many  wundrys  were  on  hem  sene, 
Mo  fan  he  my$t  se  at  J>at  tyme.          10212 

]3e  prest,  whau  lie  say5  alle  ]jys, 
Of  fat  sy$t  he  gan  hym  grys ; 
For  )>at  sy^t  was  hydous, 
And  dreful,6  and  perylous.  10216 

3yt  preyd  he  God,  vriili  gode  entent, 
jjat  he  my^t  wyte,  what  al  fat  ment ; 
And  God  almy^ty  loued  hym  weyl, 
And  wulde  shewe  hym  eue^ydeyl;     10220 
"  ])o  men  fat  are  so  bry^t        [6  »yiiabie»~\ 
As  f e  sun,  on  day[e]s  ly^t, 
)3o  men  are  ^yt  yn  charyte, 
And  clene  of  sy/me,  &  wurschepef 7  me ; 

1  folkc.       2  In  Ilarl.  the  remainder  of  the  line       :t  vysege.         4  yon.        8 
is  scratched  out.  G  dredful.        7  wrshype. 


The  Tale  of  the  Priest  who  could  see  Folk's  Sins  in  their  I 

po  men  pat  were  s<>  l>lak<-,  I"!*:.'.") 

pat  no  pyiiur  my;t  hem  Maker  make, 
pey  are  lecchours  foule  w/tA-ynne. 
And  haue  no  wyl  to  leue  here  synne ; 
]3o  men  pat  \ven:1  rede  as  blode,  10_ 

and  wykked  of  mode, 
here  eueue  crystyn  for  to  slo 
w/tA  dep,  or,  w/tA  pyue  do  wo  ;  !«>•_ 

p  •  p  it  p  u  i  uh  w/tA  swolle  ?yi 

i iv  enuyous  ouer  outrage; 
And  po  pat  gnapped  here  finger  en 
Are  bakbyters  l>et\w.v:  frendys ;        10236 
)5o  pat  pou  sagfi,  meselles  be  syjt, 
pey  loue  more  gode  pan  God  almyjt ; 

'i  lyke  maumet 

On  worldly  pyni;    p--y  most  affye  ;      10240 
M"i-e  loue  pey  gode  pat  he  hap  sent 
pan  p'-y  do  hym  pat  allr  hap  lent; 

maner  men  are  ;yt  yn  wyl, 
yn  here  sy;me  to  lyne  sty  lie;  10244 

And  parfore  shal  pe  sacrament 
On  hem  aske  hardc  lugement, 

v  hane  receyue4  hyt  vnwurpyly,  [68,0.23 
And  serued  pe  fende,  hys  enemy.       10248 

py>  tale  y  tolde  for  loue  of  po 
J)at  yn  synne  to  housel  go, 

p  yn  wyllc  to  turne  ajeyn  ;         102  "•  1 
For  alle  here  tiaiiayle  pey  do  yn  veyn. 

3yf  pou,  whan  py  '  hulisel  slialt  tak--, 
Be  yn  wylle  py  sy/nie  to  forsak. 
For  euermore  yn  st«  .li  i^t.   lierte,         102 
£ogh  pou  synne  sone  aftyr,"  and  smeit, 
3yt  God  takep  hyt  nat  to  so  grete  grym 
As  jyf  pun  yn  tresoiw  reecyuedest  hym. 

MI  IP >  pyn^'  \voto  y  more  tr« 
pin  l.iyn^'-  py  luide  to7  hys  frlu//  :    10260 
And  jyt  men  sey  here  synne  ys  ^; 

1  In  //'//•/.  the  wonla  after  'were*  have 

:t    ;i    l;it«T  li .ui.l    |I:IN  v 

full  '  '  of1  can  be 

»ut  before  the  'full.' 


1  yrous. 

1 


'  wrlj'  (tic)  fryng*. 
9  after  synue  sone.        7  on. 


320        Sinful  Clerics  mustn't  serve  at  the  Altar.     Don't  refuse  Christ. 


]5at  bryngef  J  a  trew  man  on  a  )>efe  ; 

And  $yf  fou  do  f  us,  fy  wytande, 

fan  charge  men  hyt  most  yn  hande;  10264 

f  arfore  loke  J)at  foil  wyte  no$t, 

No  synne  hyde  yn  herte  ne  f  o$t, 

Ne  wyl  nat  wyte  for  neuer  more 

wlian  fou  reccyuest  God  ry3t  fore.     10268 

Also  fe  clerk  fat  kaimtef  synne, 
But  he  leue,  and  f  er-oi  blywne, 
He  shal  nat  serue  at  f  e  auter, 
Xofer  hale  wed  fyng  to  come  ner.       10272 

Y  touched  langer  of  f  ys  outrage 
whan  y  spake  of  sacrylage,  J 
J3at  fe  holy  gost  shewed  hym  nojt 
For  fe  dekene  sy?med  yn  fo$t,  §        10276 
Yn  fe  tale  of  Ion2  Crysostomus;     [p.  £78] 
fiys  tale  ys  tolde  for  $ow  and  vs. 

Also  he  ys  wurf  y  to  be  shent,  * 
])at,  sone  aftyr  fe  sacrament,  10280 

To  foly  and  to  syn«e  hyw  drawef  :  || 
lytyl  of  Goddes  veniau^ce  Inym  awef  . 

3yf  f  ou  forgete  or  oue/-syttes 
Tyme  of  housel,  fat  fou  weyl  wytes,  10284 
lytel  fors  of  hym  fou  jyues,      [leaf  es,  back] 
]3ou  louest  hym  nat  fat  fou  by  lyues, 
And  oue?'  alle  fyng  lie  louef  fe  beste, 
And  fou  ne  wylt,  a  ny^tys  geste,        10288 
lete  hym  herber  yn  hys  hous  ; 
])ou  art  vnkynde  ry^t  rnerueylous, 
)?at  alle  fe  ^ere  fou  latest  hym3  weyue, 
And   vrith   wurschyf    fou   wylt   nat    hyt 
receyue.  10292 

God  manacef  swyche,  for  swyche  enchesuw, 
And  ry$t  hyt  wyl,  and  gode  resuw; 
For  swyche'  men  are  holde  vntrewe    10295 
Yn  f  e  olde  lawe,  and  eke  yn  f  e  newe. 

1  brynge.        2  Ion.        3  hyt. 


a  Ne.        b  d.  avant. 
d  pensa.        e  fere. 
«  Tant  cum. 


c  s.  a  vus. 
f  seint  I.  la  messe. 


[on  leaf\&^t  col.  1,  at  foot} 

t  H  Nula  clerc  ne  deit  ministrer 


t  Tant  cum  en  peche  est  al  auter, 

§  Car  de  vn  deakene  la  susb  cu?itai 

I  Qwant  de  sacrilege0  parlai,  7484 

§  Pur  ceo  (\e  en  sun  qeor  outd  folie, 

t  Le  seiwt  esprit  ne  aparust  mie 

A  la  Messe,  cum  ile  soleit, 
t  Qwant  seiwt  Ioh«n  crisostomef  chanteit. 

||  U  Cum«  plus  frescheme?it  ad  pecho  7489 
t  Ap?*es  ceo  qe  il  est  acomunie, 
*  Tant  ad  p\mh  trespasse, 

Chescuw  ceo  sache  de1  verite.  7492 

t  H  Ceus  qe  lessent  a  mwchaler 
t  Hurek  assise  de  acomunier, 
t  Poi  de  force  tenerat  de  lur  seignur     7495 


t  Q'en  Tan  nel  veillewt  he^-beger1  un  iur. 

II  Plusursm  vnt  lesse  de  gre, 
t  Pur  ceo  qe  il  surat  en  aucun  peche, 

Qe  a  la  pasche  ne  receiuewt  le  corsn  Dee, 

E  issi  vnt  Tan0  vtrepasse ;  7500 

t  Teus  ad  Deu  mwlt  manasse*, 
t  E  ceo  est  resunp  &  equite ; 

Par  la  viel  lai  &  le^  nouel 
t  Mustre  peot  estre  lurr  peche  mortel  7504 

h  Do  t.  ad  p.  greuemewt  [If.  58]. 

1  le  s.  pur.         k  Houre  ke  est. 

1  Ky  1.  nel  voleient  par.         m  Kar  p. 


"63.         °  le  an  tut. 
^  Kar  la  veille  &  la. 


P  dreit. 
r  M.  ke  coe  est. 


Receive  the  Sacrament  once  a  Year.     Priests  miust  sing  Mass.     A  Tale.     :i_l 


Comaundement  yn  ]?e  olde  lawe  was, 
1  Ones  yn  )>e  $ere  to  she  we  )>y  trespas ; ' 
)?e  n-  ys  of1  more  onour 

'  Ones  to  receyue  J>y  creatoure,'  10300 

yn  J>e  $ere,  to  knowleche, 
)3y  lorde  to  pes,  for  drede  of  wreche. 
J5;it  prest,  y  blame  ouer  alle  £yng, 
)3at  w/tA-oute  skylle  letty))  to  synge;  10304 

Kiny  a  soul!-'  niyjt  be  saued 
w/t//  Jv  messe  j>at  lie  liajj  leued ; 
For  al[le]  fat  yn  peyne  ys, 
Al'vdeJ)  \>Q  socoure  of  }?e  messe;          10308 

:iery  messe  niakej)  memorye 
Of  souli-s  f-at  an-  yn  purgatorye ; 
jMiiki1  shal  fat  piv-i  haue, 
)5at  ln-lp«>j),  hem  for  to  saue;  10312 

F"i-  ii"  F.vnj  may  In-///  so  moche  auayle 
( )f  IH-I-C  peyne  and  here  trauayle, 
A-  ]••'  sa'-raim-nt  «'f  J>»-  a:; 

ik«-}?  IKMU  «.f  i-ryiie  so  clere.        10316 
And  fat  may  y-  shewe  apertly 
By  a  tale  of  seint  Gregory e ; 

.t  Gregory  telle})  for  fe  same, 


11  Ki  al  meins*  vnt  trespass^, 

t  Qe  semt  eglix- "  ad  oonumde 

Qe  home  de  age  chescn//  a: 

Seit  co»fes  de  tut  sund  peche,  7508 

t  E  ene  signe  de  creistienete 

Seit  vne  feize  acomni. 
t  H  P/  Miwlt  i»l«*  a  blamer 

t  Qwant  san^  resun  lease f  chante/' .       7  "•  1  - 
:    M.-int  alnu-  p/t/Teit  deliuerer 

t  Par  vne  M debrer;K 

t  1-ji  purgatoire,  no*/re  succur 

t  Les  almes  attendewt  nuit  &  iur,         7.")1»; 


t  Hautemewt  erth  niercie 
t  Qe  les  ad  de  peine  liuereV 

t  Rien  ne  les  purrak  tant  valer 
t  Cuw  pur  eu$  le  cors  Deu  sacrer. 


A  tale,    f  U  Seint  Gregoire1  cu//t«-  .!••  un  h..m, 


Tale  of  tlie  Priest  who  was 
•i''i',t,;l  on  by  a  Dead  Lord 
ir/tum  /,<'  afterward*  9<xng  out 

Of  PlU'll'f  '"'7/.] 
was  a  prest,  Felyx  was3  hys  name; 

«,-  hys  wonyng  yn  a  \\.\\  10321 

a  wassl.viu  yn  an  h<>tr  1 
prest  )>edyr4  ofte  ^ede  §     [if.«8,bk.,coi.t] 
wa^li'-  hym  whan  lie  ha'ld«:  node. 
|  10325 


l>e.         a  y  0, 
*  was  H,  om.  O. 


i».  II. 

4  ofte  frydcr. 


»  Al  corommoement 
e  a  ch.  anfe.        d  de  chescun. 
A.        *  les  a, 


[St.  Gregory's  Dialogues,  IV.  xlii.— G.  Paris.  Hint. 

Lift,  xxviii,  20f».] 


t  Prestre  fn,  Felix  out  nun  ; ' 

t  luste  lny,m  «'U  il  main-it,  nr.ut,bk.] 

t  Vn  boillnn  di  w,-11  surdoit     7524 

Ou  la  gent  se  alen-//t  1-ainer; 
§  Gel  prestre  i  sout  soucnt0  aler. 

Vn  inr  «|»/ant  il»'  eat  aid, 

Vn  hi>m<>  «-!ji-'///tn-  lu\ 

«  De  peine  par  ...  chanter.        h  serra. 
1  Ky  de  p.  lea  auera  deliuere.        k  poet 
>->  nus  ad  cunte  De  .i.  pr.  ke  K.  fu  i 
m  eel  lu.         °  ewe  chaude. 

J).        Pilokess'en. 
4  En.  ly  a  i 

Y 


Tale  of  the  Dead  Lord  sung  out  of  Purgatory  by  a 


A  man  jmt  senied  hym  to  fote  and  honde ; 

he  drogfc  hys  hosen  of,  and  hys  shone, 

And  efte  was  redy  hem  on  to  done;  10328 

At  euery  tyme  pat  he  Jjedyr  cam, 

hys  shone  and  hys  hosen,  of  he  nam, 

And  serued  hym  at  eue?-y  a  tyde, 

Yn  }>e  water,  and  eke  besyde.  10332 

j)ys  prest,  J>at  cam1  )>edyr  so  ofte, 
])at  pys  man  serued  so  softe, 
he  ne  asked  hym  neuer  more 
when  he  was,  ne  how  he  come  pore ;  * 
But  euery  tyme  was  redy  10337 

And  serued  hym  peynyblely.2  J 

j?ys  prest  J>o$t  he  serued  hym  weyl, 
"  hys  trauayle  wyl  y  quyte  swn  deyl." 
On  o  day  he  pedyr  pojt,  10341 

And,  twey  loues  vrith  hym  he  bro^t; 
yn-to  pe  baj>,  $ede  pe  prest, 
And,  wesshe3  hym,  as  he  dyd  neste  :  10344 
))ys  man  was  pere  hym  a^ayne ; 
To  serue  hym  weyl,  he  dyde  hys  mayne ; 

)?ys  preste,  whan  he  shukl  furpe  go, 
He  }aue  pe  man  pese  loues  two,          10348 
And  Ranked  hym  moche,  hys  seruyse, 
And  more  he  wulde  ouper  wyse. 

))ys  man  answered  pe  prest  a^eyn  : 
"  )?ys  brede  pou  bro^test  to  me  yn  veyn, 
For  neuer  more  shal  y  ete  10353 

Brede,  ne  noun  ouper  mete. 
Y  am  a  man,  pat  ys  dede, 
)5at  neuer  more  shal  ete  brede."  10356 

J?e  preste  asked  "  on  what  manere 
Yshyt  pat  pou  wonest  ))iis  here  1" 
)3ys  yche  man  answered  and  seyd, 
"  Y  was  lorde  here,  are  y  deyde ;       10360 

1  com.         2  penyblely  0,  peynybly  H. 
3  wysshe. 

a  ne  ad  pas.         b  se  leua. 
c  This  line  omitted  in  B,  and  'en  tutes  choses 
semi  1'a '  written  in  another  hand  on  the  margin. 
d  comence  a  purpenser.         e  purra. 


t  Qe  le  serui  tut  a  sun  gre, 

*  Mes,  *  qe  il  fust'  n'ad  nient*  demawde. 


t  Cest  home  le  prestre  dechauca, 
E  sa  vesture  li  bailla ;  7532 


Qw«nt  il  del  bain  leua,b 
I  Peniblemerct  serui  l'a.c 
t  Chescune  fei^  qe  al  bain  ala, 

Cest  home  p?'esteme?it  i  troua.  7536 

Le  prestre  se  mist  a  penserd 

ComeTit  il  le  pout6  guerdoner. 
t  U  Vn  iur  qwant  il  al  bain  ala, 
f  Dous  pains  ouesqes  sei  porta ; f          7540 
t  En  le  bain,  cu??i  fu  custumer, 
t  Descendi  pur  sei  lauer;* 
t  Cel  home,  cum  fet  out  souewt, 
t  Le  serui  mu\t  peniblemewt ;  7544 

t  Qwant  del  bain  esth  leue, 
t  Les  pains  al  home  ad1  dune  ; 

M^lt  li  prie  qe  ilk  pn'st  a  gre 
t  Ceol  petit  dun1  a  cele  fee.  7548 

t  Mes  eel  home  dist  luy  ad,m 


t  '  Qe  pain,  ne  auter  chose,  ne  maniad,'1 
t  "  Car  ie  suy,"  dist,0  "  vn  home  mort, 
t  Si  quide$  qe  maniuce,p  vus  aue^  tort." 


i  Ceoluy  qe  il  dune  veeit,  7553 

t  Seignur  de  eel  luy  iadij  esteit ; 

f  alait .  .  portait.         8  baingner. 

h  fu  sus.         J  ad  a  eel  horn.         k  priast  k'il. 

1  done.         m  il  tant  tost  d.  ly  a. 

n  K'il .  .  manga.         °  ioe  suy  1'alme  de. 

P  creez  ki  ioe  mangu. 

9— 1         Mes  ici  suy  iuge  pur  seruir 

Pur  mes  pechej  grans  espenir. 


Tale  of  a  Dead  Lord  out  of  Purgatory.    Worth  of  the  Sacrament  of  the  Altar.  323 


And  fys  seruyse  fat  y  am  ynne,      [le.rwj 

ys  fe  jifvur  for  my  synne; 

But  y  pray  fe,  pur  charyte, 

Off  re  on  fe  auter  fese  loues  for  me ;  10364 

And  y  beseche  fe,  ouer  alle  fyng, 

Jjat  syx»-  im-ssys  for  me  }>ou  synge, 

For,  were  fey  sunge,  y  hope  to  wende 

Vn-to  fe  ioye  wttA-outen  ende.  10368 

whan  |?e  syxte  messe  ys  lefte, 

Jyf  f  ou  ne  fyudc  me  here  efte, 

know  fou  fan  sofely  ywys         * 

))at  for  fy  prayere  y  am  bro^t1  yn  blys." 

fy<  pivst,  alle  fat  woke  long,  10373 

F6r  J>ys  same  man  preyd  and  song ; 
And  whan  fe  woke  was  alle  gone, 
)>;  pivst  cam-  fedyr,  and  fonde  none, 
he  beleued  fan  weyl  fat  he  was  bro$t 
To  blys,  for,  he  fonde  hym  no$t. 

By  fys  tale  fan  mowe  30  se, 
fat  hyt  ys  grete  charyte,  10380 

Messes  for  the  dede  to  synge, 
)3e  souli-s  oute  3of  }>yne  to3  brynge. 

Passyng  alle  fyng,  hyt  haf  powere,  § 
J)e  sacrament  of  fe  autere,  10384 

And  lumirly  whan  hyt  ys  douw 
\\iih  «jodi;  niannes  deuocyuy  ; 
Hy///,  wyl  God  sunner  here 
fan  one  fat  ys  nat  hym  so  dere.          10388 

yii  fe  seuen|>e  comaundement     [page 73] 
Touchef  to  fys  sacramc-nt, 
Yn  a  talc  of  a  kny;t, 

How  fe  prest  fat  lyuef  nat  ry$t,        10392 
<  )f  hys  preyer  ys  lytyl  prowe, 
And  fere  tellef  hyt  weyl  how  ; 
And  y  shal  tolle  a-noufer  here, 
Of  a  messe  of  a  frere.  A  tale. 

1  4  hmjt '  omitted.     a  com.     *-•  of  pyne  for  to. 

*  I'u.s  j»ria  le  p.  de  bon  quer.         b  iur  le. 

0  vou  K.-  si  in.  'ieingnMt  pur  ly. 

•  Dunkc  purreit  ly  ben. 


7556 


t  La  f  u  iuge  de  seruir 

t  Pur  ces  pechiej  punir;i 

t  Mwlt  p?-ta  le  prestre  suppliciter* 

t  Qe  les  pains  off  resist  alb  auter, 

t  E  pur  luy  deignastc  Deu  prier  ; 

t  '  Si  pwr  luy  vousist  messed  chanter,  7560 

Purreit  il,'  dit,  'sa  alme*  sauuer,  P^1^1*- 

E  de  tutes  peines  deliuerer/ 
t  *  Seur  fust  qe  sa  pn'ere  serreit  oye,* 
t  Quant  al  bain  nel  trouast  mie.'         7564 


t  H  bLe  i>restre  est  al  ostel  al^, 

t  La  symeyne  ad  pur  luy  chante ; 

t  Apres  vt  iursh  al  bain  ost  return^, 

t  Ms  le  home  ne  ad'  trou6 ;  7568 

kPar  tant  se  est  aparceu 
t  Qe  cil  de  peine  deliuert  fu.k 
t  U  Bien  peot  vere  chescun1  par  tant, 
t  Qe  ceo  est  almoine  grant,"1  7  >7_ 

t  Messe  pur  les  almes  chanter, 
t  Pur  lur  peines  aleger : n 

Duter  ne  deit  nul  creation 
§  Qe  ceo  ne  surmunte  tute  rien 

Qt*ant  les  almes  1'unt  demand^,0 

Cum  seint  Gregoire  nt»  ad  cunte\° 


.  deliuerer  B  [It  58,  bk.],  om.  A. 
f  fust  oy. 
*-*  Put,  kuant  mesaes  out  pwr  ly  aoueft 

E  Deu  roquu. 
'    M    ky  Hrruir  ly  imleit  ni  ad  pM. 
k-k  Dunt  ben  Met  k'il  e«t  de  peine  doliuertl 
1  poet  ban  ver.        n  mut  grant. 
n  A  cua  de  peine  gref  deliuerer. 
0  touvcnt  Tant  te  afient  en  le  •aorement 
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[The  Tale  of  the  Suffolk  Man  who  was  taken  out  of  Purgatory 
by  two  Masses  his  Wife  got  sung  for  Aim.] 

in  yn  Souffolke  ones  deyde 
le  Sudbyry,  men  seyde. 
For  fat  man,  swych  grace  was  dy3t,    tjjj[  JJ» 
)3at  liyni  was  grau?ited  to  come  a  ny$t 
For  to  speke  wyf  hys  wyfo  10401 

To  amende  }>e  defaute  of  liys  lyfe  : 
*  *  3yf  a  niesse  were  for  me  doura 
w/t/<  gode  mannes  deuocyoiw,  10404 

y  hope,"  he  seyd,  "  to  blys  go, 
And  be  delyuerd  of  alle  my  wo ; 
Y  prey  fe,  pur  chary te, 
To  trauayle  so  moche  for  me."  10408 

She  grauwted  hym  fat  yche  bone, 
And  ros  vp  on  fe  morne  sone, 
And,  vn-to  fe  freres  ^ede, 
For  fere  hoped  she  best  to  spede.       10412 
She  cam,1  and  spak  w/t/i  a  frere, 
And  preyd  she  my^t  hys  messe  here, 
And  for  here  housbunde  soule  to  synge, 
And  she  wulde  ^yue  hym  offrynge.    10416 

)5e  frere  ded  here  a  messe 
yn  comune,  as  fe  seruyse  ys ; 
whan  fys  niesse  sunge  was 
She  went  home  a  gode  pas.  10420 

]pe  ny^t  aftyr,  fan  come  he, 
"  Slepest  f  ou  ? "  he  seyd  ;  '  nay,'  seyd  she, 
'  Be  ^e  ^yt,'  she  seyd, '  yn  blys  1 
fe  messe  for  30  w  sun  gen2  ys.'  10424 

"  fe  messe,"  he  seyde,  "  f  ou  dedyst  be  do, 
A  party  hyt  halpe  J>er- vn-to ; 
My  parte  y  had,  of  fat  messe, 
As  of  fyng  fat  comune  ys ;  10428 

3yf  one  for  me  were  specyale3  seyde, 
|5at  ouj)er  for  me  blys  had  nede, — 
3yf  f  e  prest  were  of  lyfe  so  gode4 


1  com.  *  sunge. 

3  were  specyaly  for  me.         4  gode  0,  go  H. 
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J9at  God  hys  preyer  vndyrstode—       10432 

V  hope1  |>an,  grace  to  haue, 

)5at  hys  messe  iny^t  me  saue." 

Ofte  he  seyd[e]  to  liys  wyfe 

"A  prest!  A  prest!  of  clene  lyfe."    10436 
On  fe  morne'i  sone  she  $ede       [leaf «,  back] 

To  f  e  freres  eft  god  spede, 

And  sh»-\vrd  hyt  to  fe  pryour, 

And  preyfed]  hym  of  socour,  10440 

1  3yf  he  had  any  broker, 

J)at  he  hoped,  were  better  fan  ofer, 

J3at  wyl  synur«:  me  a  messe 

For  a  man  fat  104-1 1 

And  at  niyn  ese  lie  slial  haue, 

To  a  pytaiwce,  fat  he  wyl  craue.' 

J5e  pryor  spake  vn-to  a  frere, 
And  preyfed]  liy?/z  on  alle  manere      10448 
)3at  he  wulde  a  messe  synge 
For  fat  soule  fat  she  made  preyng. 

J3e  frere  was  an  holy  man  ; 
And  ar  fat  he  hys  messe  bygan,         10452 
He  preyde  to  God  liys  orysoiw 
Yn  fill  grete  afflyccyou;>, 
]5at  hyt  myjt  he,  hym  to  pay, 
Jje  nitssi-  J;:it  he  shulde  synge  fat  day. 

whan  fe  messe  was  do  to  ende,       10457 
H«-  had  }v  \v«.///ni:in  Inane  to  wcnde ; 
*'  And,  whan  f ou  more  efte  heres, 
( 'u///  and  sey  to  oure  freres."  10460 

)>•  ny^t  aftyr,  lestenef  now, 
II"    -!!!.,- and  seyd,  "  slej^st  f  ou  1 " 
,'  she  sayd,  *  h..\v  far.-  30?' 

most  JMHI 

"  weyl,"  he  seyd,  "  and  so  wurf  fe."  10464 
1  w«-re  30  pay[ed]  of  jjat  messe, 

'*gyn  ys  1 ' 

he  seyd,  "graunte  mercy, 
nesse  to  me  ys  more  wurfy         10468 
fean  alle  fe  worlde,  an  himd.-r  t*\ } 

•  d 
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Xe  my$t  haue  made  me  halfe  so  blyf  e ; 

hys  preyer  was  to  God  so  dere, 

pat  he  besoghte,  fat1  wide  he  here,    10472 

3yf  he  had  preyd  for  an  hundred  mo, 

•Fro  pyne  to  blys,  he  had  bro^t  ])o ; 

For  what  fyng  he  hade  asked  bone,  [69bk.,c.2] 

God  had  graimted  hyt  hym  as  sone ;  10476 

And  haue  gode  day,  for  now  y  wende 

To  )>e  ioye  w/t/i-outyn  ende." 

God  late  vs  neuer  f^r-of  mysse, 

wtt/i-outyn  ende  to  haue  fat  blys  !      10480 

)3ys  wyfe  come  sone  on  f  e  morne, 
And  fyl  on  knees  f  e  frere  byforne, 
And  tolde  hym  weyl,  euery  deyl,       10483 
How  he,  for  hys  prayer,  yn  ioye  was  weyl; 
And  fe  frere  ful  weyl  farby  lete,         wepte 
And  Ranked  God;  and2  for  ioye  he  grete. 
weyl  were  hyw  at  hys  endyng 
J)at  liad  swych  a  prest  for  hym  to  synge ! 

Yu  fys  tale,  fan,  shewed  ys,  10489 

Oder  alle  gode  fan  ys  f  e  messe ; 
For  fe  sacrament  of  fe  autere 
Oueral  passe f  hys  po were ;  10492 

Yn  fat  messe,  fey  hem  affye, 
)3e3  soules  fat  are  yn  purgatorye, 
For  hyt  makef  mencyuTi  of  f e  passyuw 
As  Ihesu  Cryst  to  def  was  douw;       10496 
]pe  sone  ys  offred  to  fe  fadyr  yn  heuene 
For  fe4  soules  fat  fe  prest  wyl  neuene. 

Also,  fys  tale  wyl  mene 
J3at  fe  preste  be  gode  and  clene ;         10500 
J3an  wyl  Ihesu  Cryst  hym  here, 
For  what  fyng  he  makef  preyere : 
Preye  he  for  body,  or  for  soule,5 
]pat  ys  yn  pyne,  or  here  yn  noye,        10504 
Bofe  wyl  God  almy^ty  saue, 
what^so  f  e  gode  prest  wyl  craue.  [on  eol.  2>  /ca/ic->,  bac*i 

Nat  only  for  soules  ys  he  herd,  IT  Ke  mie  aa  mors  sulement  7579 

1  al.         2  '  and  '  omitted.         3  >o.         4  >o.  a  E  ne  mie  as  [on  If.  58,  bk.,  col.  1]. 

*  soule  or  for  bodye. 
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IJut  also  for  vs,  yn  )>ys  world  j1    §     10508    f  Vaut  cest  tres  haut  sacremewt ;          7580 

:nan  yn  sykenes,  or  yn  prysouw,  §  Einj  fet  a  ceus  qe  sunt  en  uio ; 

\v.  \f.  i viiu%  or  yn  temptacyu?i,  Duter  de  ceo  ne  deve$*  mie. 

Or  yn  any  ou)>er  trauayle, 
]3e  sacrament  wyl  vs  auayle  ;  10512 

liyt  wyl  delyuer  vs  out  of  peyne,       [U»f70] 
3yf  oure  beleuu  be  certeyne ; 

A  ii' I  j?at  was  weyl  shewed  yn  dede  bE  ceo  vus  eonfermeray 

Yn  Inu'land,  so  seyj>  soynt  Bede;       10516       Par  vne  ciwte  qe  cimterai.b  7584 

Yn  liys  l.<.kys  wrytyn  )>yr  ys  A  tale. 

A  ft-yro  niyracle  of  ]>e  mcsse. 

[Bede's  Tale  of  Jumna  and  Tumna;   or,  H<>"'  «><  Abbot's  Mass- 
Dinging  made  the  Fetters  fall  off  a  /\i»'<//>f  ///   /'rison.'] 

what  tyine  seynt  Bede  was  man  lyuand, 

many  kynges  yn  J>ys  land  ;          10520 
I!<  twvxr  tweyn  was  grete  batayle, 
For  whych  fyng  y  telle  J>ys  merueyle ; 
\>Q  toon  hygfit  Edfryde  of  |>e  norf>e  cuntre, 
)>e  toj>er  of  Lyndeseye  was  he  :  10524 

I'Mfryli-  ha- 1  ,L,'rete  seygnourye,2 
Seynt  Andre  housbonde,  of  Ely.3 
J)ys  batayle  was,4  Jwrgh  here  bo}>e5  assent, 
Besyde  a  watyr,  men  calle  Trent :       10528 

Kdfrydes  brojje?*  hy^t  Elfwynnc, 

as  slayn  J)e6  batayle  yime  ; 
On  bo)>e  partyys,  no  was  none 
So  feyre  a  kny^tof  ilrsshi- ami  IMHU-,  1" 
Ne  so  do;ty  was  of  armes  ; 

N  >«-ynt.  Bede  pleym-)>  hvs  harmys. 
An  mi])*'/'  knjyt  also  was  felte7  down// 
Almost*-  «l«-il. '.  aii.l  fyl  yn  swoutt  :       10536 
)}e  name  of  )>ys  !|V^t, 

•  lujiuia,'  sey^  seynt  J'..-,!,.,  h,-  hyjt. 
whan  J>ys  Iu///na  had  long  leyn, 
He  com-i. 1,  and  s«-tt«-  hym  vj.  a?-  vn.   1<»;,  |n 

!  •  w.-rl.l.  urrye.  •  d«vel  B,  dute}  A.         b-b  Om 

3  huab.  ot  St  A.  •  '689. 


4  wwO,  mn.  \\.  '  ekewaifekU. 
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And  stopped  hys  wou/ides,  fey  shuld  nat 

blede, 

And  as  he  myjt,  fenne  he  $ede 
To  seke  hyw  helpe  agher  to  haue,      10543 
Or  frendes  fynde,  fat  hyw  myjt  saue. 

And  as  he  wente  vrith  moche  drede, 
He  was  take  with  kyng  Eldrede, 
And,  brogfct  vn-to  a  lordyng, 
An  Erie  fat  helde  of  fat  kyng.  10548 

J)e  Erie  asked  hym  '  what  he  was, 
And  where  he  had  be  yn  hard  kas  ? ' 

For  drede  of  def,  he  was  affryjt,  [if.  TO,  coi.g] 
And  durst  nat  sey  lie  was  a  kny^t ;    10552 
He  seyd,  "  seyre,  $yf  f  y  wyl  be, 
Y  am  an  husband  of  f  e  cuntre ; 
Y  was  wunt  to  lede  vytayle 
To  kny^tes  fat  were  yn  batayle ;         10556 
And  now  y  am  a  pore  man, 
Yn  f  ys  maner  fro  f  e  batayle  wan, 
And  wyl  fonde  to  saue  my  lyf e l 
Tyl  y  may  come  to2  my  wyfe."  10560 

])&  erle  fan  made3  a  leche  be4  stouwdes 
Tende  to  hym,  to  hele  hys  woundes. 

J)at  tyme  were  here  many  thedys,5 
Many  vsages  yn  many  ledys ;  10564 

For  euery  kyng,  yn  fat  davve, 
Beleued  on  dyuers  lawe ; 
Sum  were  crystyn,  on  oure  fay, 
And  some  beleued  on  paynyms  lay;  10568 
Jjarfore  fat  tyme  was  mykyl  fro, 
And  ofte  was  bof e  werre  and  wo ; 
3yf  any  kyng  my^t  of  ofers  men  take, 
He  shuld  hem  selle,  or  yn  seruage  make. 

wharf  ore  y  telle  so  of  fys  kny^t,     10573 
f  e  erle  dyd  hym  bynde  eue?y  nyjt 
fat  he  ne  shuld [ii]  fro  hem  fle, 
Ne  stele  awey  to  hys  cuntre ;  10576 

Nof eles,6  for  alle  fat  fey  myjt  hym  bynde, 


1  lyffe.         2  vnto. 
5  thedes  countries. 


3  made  |>an.         4  by. 
6  No>eles  0,  No>ele  H. 


[on  leaf  162,  back,  cot.  2]  .exemplum. 

U  Sci^t*  Gregoire  cuwte  de  vn  p?'odoinb 

Qe  tenu  fuc  en  cheitiuesun, 

Ou  il  fud  lie  cum  prisun, 

Sicu??i  entre  gent  este  custum.  7588 


a  Kar  seint  [on  If.  58,  bk.,  col.  1].        b  .i.  horn. 
c  Ky  fut.          d  esteit.         e  est  e.  la  g. 
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A-nof  er  tyme,  lose,  fey  myjt  liy m  fynde ; 

So  fast,  fey  neuer1  hym  bonde, 

Jjat  lose  a-nofer  tyme  fey  hyiu  fonde.  10580 

)3ys  l»ouiuK:  knv$t  hyu'lit  lumiia, 
And  had  a  broker  J)at  hyjt  Tumna; 
F\  i  Tumna  was  prest  relygyous, 

lie  was  abbot  of  an  house ;  10584 

touno* 

So  long  ho  leued  yn  fat  estre 

)3at  for  hys  name  he  hyjt  Tuncestre ; 

)3at  ton/me,  as  y  viulyrstande, 

.MIS  yn  Xortflhumher-laiuh'.          10588 
fys  abbot  herd  tydyn^  (vrt.-yn   \™f  :«,  bock] 
Jjat  luinna  was  yn  hatayh-  slayn  : 
He  come  to  Trent,  fys  abbot  Tumna, 
And  fonde  a  body  ryjt  lykc  lunma;  10592 
On6urablye  he  dyd  hyt  graue 
Yn  liys  rlu-irhe,  fere  he  wulde  hyt  liaue, 
And  song  farfore,  day  and  on  per, 
F<  i  he  went  lie3  had  be  hys  brofer.   10596 

)>>^fi  fat  Tumna  had  chose  wrong, 
hys  I  •!•••)••  /•  had  }>e  godfiu'sse  of  liys  song; 
.  d  all*-  wotr,  and  wyst  hyt  fere 
•.h«.m  In-  made  liys  pr.-yere;         10600 
how  as  cue  i'  nu-n,  fys  kny^t  at  euc  bondr, 
)3e  bondes,  on  fe  morne,  vndo  fey  fond«- ; 
M«-n  niy^t  n»  ii' /•  hym  yn  bondes  so  feste 
Jpat  fey  fat  tyme  ne  gmme  al  to-braste.4 

}3o  men  fat  had  fys  man  yn  holdr,  10605 
Jjys  wundyr  to  Jv  i-rli-  fi-y  t<»ld<- : 
)>e  erle  had  ^  \vnndyr 

hys  hondi's-'1  \v.-n-  so  a  sunder,  10608 
iiym  sflf  wnliln  w/t//  hy///  spckr, 
To  wyt«;  why  hys  l.«.nil''>  dyd  bn 

Beft-:      ,  was  li«-  fctte, 

And  fe  erle,  fnl  f.-yn;  he  grette,          10612 
in.-  now,"  IP-  ><'vd,  ••  )..•!.•  M 

<J  Oxf.  gloss  'atom. 

3  wende  hyt  (but  he  U  uaed  for  th-   i. 
see  1L  10586,  10786,  \ 

4  l.restc.         »  bon.lesO,  Und»-M  II. 


IT  Sa  bone  fev/nnc,  p"/-  certeins  ir. 

M's  fist  pnr  luy  i-liant'  /•  ]>lr,.- 
Apres  long  tens  reneneit* 
Deb  cheitiuesun  ou  il  e«teit, 
E  sa  ferninc  ad1  cu/tt^ 
'  Qe  ces  liens  su;/td  desl  it- 
Par  certeins  iurs  .|.   il  nmncit, 
E  de  ceo  grant  sola;  au<  it.' 
H  Sa  fewnne  tu^  Irs  iurs  ad'  : 
E  aj  -••  est  pM/-' 

Qe  ces  iure  fist  ele  n-h-! 
l*ur  sun  harnnB  IIK-SS.-  chant'/- 
C\\in  solu;//  sun  cu//te  fnth  doslid. 
1)«-1  niiraclr  vnt  '  I»i-u  IV-IM 


7599 


*  hi  uenait         b  Do  eel.        «  &  autres  ad. 
d  esteient.         •  ad  t.l .  i.         f  s'en  e>t  de. 

.  |it.  :.\  i.k.,  ...1.2]. 
>'  K  s.  a.  diat  ai  fu.        »  Dunt  aouvcnt  ad. 
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"  kanst  )>ou  weyl  on  sorcery e  1 
Sum  wycchecrafte  J>ou  doust  aboute  here,1 
})at  )>y  bondes  mow  J>e  nat  dere.         10616 
For  so)>e,"  he  seyd,  "  sum  what  )>ou  dos, 
)jat  euer-more  fey  fynde  )>e  los." 

he  seyd, "  on  whycchecrafte  beleue  y  no$t, 
Ne  for  me  shal  none  be  wro^t,  10620 

Xe  wyl  nat  be,2  furgli  fendys  crafte, 
Vnbonde,  ne  w/t/<  no  whycchecrafte. 
Syre  erle,"  he  seyd,  "  hyt  ys  a-nou)>er ; 
Yn  my  cuntre  y  haue  a  brofer  10624 

)5at  supposyj)  weyl  J>at  y  am3  slayn, 
For  y  come  nat  home  agayn ; 
For  me  he  syngej)  euery  day  a  messe;  [70bw.,2] 
Prest,  and  abbot,  for  soj>e  he  ys ;        10628 
Y  wote  weyl,  J?at  ys  }>e  enchesim 
)5at  my  bondes  are  so  ondoiw, 
For,  no  )>yng  ha)>  powere 
A^ens  ))e  sacrement  of  Jje  autere;        10632 
And  $yf  y  were  dede4  yn  oufyer  werlde, 
hys  preyer  shulde  for  me  be  herde, 
To  brynge  me  of  pyne  and  wo 
And  aftyrward  to  blys[se]  go."  10636 

Alle  ))e  meyne  J>an,  and  J?e  erle, 
Suf»posed  weyl  he  was  no  cherle, 
As  he  to  hem  by  fore  hadde  seyd, 
whan  )>ey  on  hym  fyrst  handes  leyd ; 
By  hys  semblant  and  feyre  beryng     10641 
Hym  semed  weyl  to  be  a  lordyng ; 
By  hys  speche,  j>ey  vndyrstode 
)5at  he  was  man  of  gentyl  blode.         10644 

)3e  erle  toke  liywi  yn  pryuyte ; 
Of  when5  he  was,  telle  hym  shulde  he  ; 
"  Sey  me  )>e  soj?e,  and,  as  y  am  kny3t, 
))ou  ne  shalt  haue6  for  me,  skajje  ne  ply^t." 
"  Syn  $e  me  behete  ^oure  pes  and  gryth", 
Y  am  J>e  kynges  man  Edfryth ; 
Amies  y  bare  yn  Jje  batayle, 

1  aboute  J>ou  doust  here.      2  be  0,  om.  H.      3  be. 
4  dede  0,  de  H.        5  wenne.        6  for  me  haue. 


Bede's  Tale  of  Jumna  and  Tamna:  Mass-Singing  unlocks  a  Knight's  Fetters.  331 


alle  my  powere  hym  to  auayle."  10652 
«  So  me  po$t,"  seyd  pe  erle, 
"  pe  semed  nat  to  be  a  cherle  ; 
But,  for  pat  y  here  pe  seye, 
pnii  were  wurpy  for  to  deye,  10656 

For  pou  hylpe  per  to  slo, 
pat  alle  my  kyn  ys  dede  me  fro  ; 
Hut,  langer  pat  y  sykerd  pe, 
Shalt  pou  haue  no  skape  for  me."       10660 

H--  $ede  and  solde  hym  for  raunsoim 
A-  London  to  a  Frysou?*,  — 
A  Frysoun  30  shul  vndyrstande 
To  a  marchaunde  of  Fryslande  ;  —     10664 
pys  Frysu;i  wulde  pys  man  furpe  led*-,  [if.7ij 
And,  dyd  <>n  hym  bondes  fordrede; 
F«-i  lie  ne  shulde  skape1  by  J>e  weye, 
lit-  dyd  on  hym,  l-oiides  for  to  leye;2 
Hut  liyt  auayled  hym  no  J>yng  10669 

Neuer  a  day,  )>at  byndyng  ; 
For  yn  pat  oure  pat  pe  messe  was  suwge, 
))••  hondes  to-braste,  and  alle  to-sprunge. 

pys  Frysou/i  po^t  '  how  may  pys  be?  10673 

t  y  ry$t  weyl  fro  me  fle  ; 
(  'haunsfullyclie  hyt  vayh'd  no$t, 
pe  katel  pat  y  wyp  hym3  bo^t.'  10676 

pe  Frysowi  seyd,  *'  wylt  pou  weyl 
Restore  a$en  alle  my  katcl, 
Aii'l  y  shal  ^yue  pe  leue  to  go 

cuntre,  pere  pou  come  fro  ;        10680 
Hut  fyrst  pou  slialt  m«»  tn»»ipi:  pl\ 
Ami  trewly  holde  hyt  at  alle  py  mvjt, 
To  brynge  pe  katel,  and  ^yu 
And  .'H.-s  y  gnmntc  \<-  n.it  :  10684 

be  grauntrd  hym  alle  pat  he  seyd, 
And  i  hand»-  \v/t//  h:in«l|«-  j  l«-yd. 

pye  lumna  went  to  pe  kyng  Loyre, 

-•f  Kaunt.  il.yre  J  10688 

he  wa«  seynt  And  re  syster  sone, 
And  lunmi  w.w  wonte  w/l/i  here  to  wone  ; 

•  He  dede  bondet  on  bym  to  leye.        9  hym  wy)>. 


Talc  of  Jumna  and  Tumna.     How  Mass  and  devout  Offerings  help  us. 


Of  alle  hys  state,  bofe  wo  and 
lumna  tolde  fe  kyng  euery  deyl ;        10692 
J3e  kyng  fan  jaue  \\ym1\ys  raunsouw, 
And  he  bare  hyt  to  Londou7^  to  )>e  Frysouw. 

Syfen  $ede  he  home,  fys  kny$t  luwma. 
To  hys  broker  fe  abbot  Tumna,          10696 
And  tolde  hym  of  alle  hys  wo-fare, 
Ami  of  alle  hys  cumforte  yn  alle  hys  care. 
)3e  abbot  ful  weyl  J>an  viulyrstode 
£at  hys  messe  dyd  \\yni  grete  gode,    10700 
And  fat  f  e  sacrament  gan  hy?»  borowe 
Oute  of  seruage  and  out  of  sorowe. 

)3ys  tale  tellef  vs  seynt  Bede,   [leaf  71,  coi.2] 
Yn  fe  gestys  of  Ingloud  fat  we  rede.  10704 

By  fys  tale,  mow  men  lere 
£at  fe  messe  helpef  vs  weyl  here  ; 
For  vs  lyuyng,  hyt  makef  memorye, 
As  weyl  as  for  soules  yn  purgatorye ;  10708 
Euery  man  shal  beleue  fat  ry$t, 
jpat  liolpe  wyl  be,  as  was  f  e  kny$t. 

j)ys  sacrament  helpef  nat  $yt  a-lone, 
But  deuoute  offrynges  also  echone ;    10712 
Alle  fat  we  off  re  at  f  e  messe, 
Alle  oure  salnacyuw  hyt  ys ; 
Nat  onely  for  to  saue  fo  fat  dede  bef , 
But  fe  quyke  also  hyt  sauef 1  and  redef ; 
As  weyl  haue  fe  quyke,  fe  pru,  10717 

As  f  e  dede,  f  ereof  vertu ; 
Quyke  and  dede,  more  and  lesse, 
Alle  are  saued  f urgh  fe  masse.  10720 

f  e  offryng  ys  also  a  present 
fat  hyt  be  oure  helpe,  f  e  sacrament, 
To  fe  fadyr  of  heuene  bysyly,  10723 

For  whom  f  on  offrest,  to  haue  mercy. 

A  tale  y  fonde  ones  wryte ; 
And  as  y  \vote,  fan  shul  ^e  wyte ;      A  tale 
And  weyl  a-cordef  yn  alle  fyng, 
|3at  God  ys  payd  of  gode  offryng.        10728 
1  hyt  saueth  also. 
a  souleme?it. 


[onleaflG3,col.l] 

f  IT  E  ne  mie  sula  cest  sacremewt 


peot  fere  a  la  gent  ; 
t  Qec  par  chescune  almoine  qe  fre$, 


7604 


t  M?dt  as  almesd  profite^  ; 
t  E  ceus  ausi  qe  vifs  sunt  7607 

t  Sentewt  les  biens  qe  leme  pur  eu^  fu?it. 
f~Pur  ce,  qe  messes  ne  pet  fere  chanter, 
De  fere  autre  almoin  ne  deit  lesse?'  ; 
Par  chescune  aumoine  qe  fre3, 
Yos  amis  mwlt  eider  poe^/  7612 


b  Grant  ben  [on  If.  58,  bk.,  col.  2]. 
c  Mes.         d  As  al.  nmt.         e  hoin. 
'— *          Kar  en  .i.  liure  escrit  trouai 
Chose  ke  ioe  vw$  cunterai. 


Tale  of  a 


Wife's  Offerings  keeping  him  alicc  in  »  Mi  tic.       333 


i  77/r  T<i1<'  <>f  tin'  J/7/<r>',  and  how  his  Wife's  Offerings  for  his  Soul 
fed  him  while  lie  ivas  buried  alive  in  a  Mine.] 


Jjyr  was  a  man  be^unde  fe  see, 
A  niynoiir,  woiinl  yn  a  cyte, — 
My  mire,  fey  make  yn  hyllys  holes,    10731 
it  cuntre  men  seke  coles. — 

J)ys  mynur  so^te  stones  vndyr  f  e  molde, 
)3at  men  make  <>f,  syhuT  and  golde; 
he  wrojt  on  a  day,  and  holed  yn  J>e  liyl ; 
A  perylous  chaunce  to1  liym  fyl ;       10736 
For,  a  grete  party  of  fat  yclie  myne 
Fyl  dowiiM  yn  Jje  hole,  and  close.  1  hv///  ynne. 

hys  felaus  alle,  fat  were  liym  hende, 
feat  he  were  dede,  weyl  sofely  wende ; 
)}ey  }edc  and  toke  hem  alle  to  rede,  [if.7i,»>k.] 
And  tol.le  hys  wyfe  fat  he  was  dede.  10742 

)}ys    W(i//'iuan    pleyned    here    hushonde 
sore—  [wore  j_ 

wuMe   <lo.l    fat    many    swvchc-    wo///men 
Sh.«  hylpc  hys  soule  yn  alle  fyng,      1<>7  !"> 
In  almc*  .Icde,  ami  yn  oll'ryng; 
Sin-  off  red  for  hym  to  fe  auter, 
Ful  of  wynr,  a  pecher,  10748 

And  a  feyre  lofc  \v/iA-alle, 

v  as  for  a  pryn<-\  palle  ; 
Alle  fat  twelue  monef  stalxily,  § 
But  o  day  fat  passed  forhy.  10752 

.ve  swyche  wy///m«-n  now  we  fynde,  || 
frat  to  here  hnsbondes  are  so  kynde  ! 
But  fys  wyfc,  at  alle  here  my^t,  J 
Drd  f..r  hym  !)«•)?'•  day  ami  ny$t.         10756 

l-'yl  livt  ;i:  )).-  hreltM  in-. n. -f  rude,  4. 

II        I't-laws  to  f«?  iiiMU//t.-ym:  £\\it  w.-n 
And  come  to  fe  same  stede  efte, 

1  vnto.        *  swyche  many. 

n  iiiun-  .i.  IKIIII.         »•  iiiinere. 
•-• 

f  s'en  alercnt.         «  la  f.  ke  ccs' 


U  En  la  tere  par  dela, 
t  Vn  home  p//r  sun  viurem  tmuailla, 


En  lee  mu/ttaiues  miuersb  quist 

Du«t  il  apres  argent  fist.  7(l  1  »I 

Aiiint,  parc  mesauenture, 
t  Cum  il  metal  foui  un  hure,d 
]>i<  ce  de  tere*  en  const 
t  Chai,  &  eel  home  encloust.* 
t  Ces  cumpainuns  tu$  ali-n •:. 
t  Qe  il  fu  mort,  bien  quidfi- 

A  -  i  i'  //Miie  <i<-  il*  aueit, 
t  Cuntere7«t  qei  venuh  601 
t       La  fern  me  pleint  m?/lt  suw  l>aru«. 

Car  il  esteit  vn1  pr<xloin  ; 

Pensa  <\e  \>ur  sa  alme  freit 
t  Tut  le  bien  qe  elek  poeit ;  7628 

t  Offri1  chesciiM  iur  al  auter, 
t  De  bon  vin  vn1"  pi.-her, 
t  E  vn  bon  pain  ens.-n 

Pur  fere  al  must*'/-  lu-al"  present.       7 
||  — Poi  de  si  bom  u.-un/// 

N  Irauni'-wt  rim/'Mt  Iur  harun  ! — 
I  Pur  suw  lianin  1.-"  olhvmlp 

Qe  de  luy  ust  m»/-ci  Ih*>-//  C\\^\         7636 

Si  sa  almc  fu«*t  en  am-um-'1  ]>eine  ; 

Sa  entt-nt*-  fu  1mm-  %V  s.-in<-.       [ir«r  i«s] 
§  Vn  iur  »'ii  1'an  ncp///-q/^nit  pass^  ai 

Qe  col.-  ]»;//•  sa  almc  ricii  .luna.1  7640 

•main  sa  aim. -in.-  I'u:  .; 

|U  A  chief  dc  fan.  0nfl  est*, 

.nil-mi.         '  .i.  unit. 

-  'I 

111  tut  jilfin  .i.         " 

liiuuii.         r  i.ule  [If.  59,  col.  1]. 
mi  n.  i-ti  le  ane. 

r  Avint  ke  ron  no  ilonua  \ntr  s'ahne;  an 
\vo  line*  are  omitted  in  //. 

•  eel  an,  en  tetu  dc. 


334    The  Tale  of  the  Miner.     Almsdeed  'II  feed  a  man.     Make  Offerings  yourself. 


j)ere  fey  last  here  werk  [i-]lefte.          10760 

Ry$t  fere,  fey  fyrst  bygan, 

And  perced  f  urgfi  vn-to  fys  man.    | 

£e  man  yn  gode  state  fey  fonde, 
lyuyng  w/t/i-oute  wem  or  wouwde  ;     10764 
Euerychone,  fey  hadde  grete  ferly, 
And  fat  was  grete  resiw  why ; 
Alle  f  o  men  were  yn  grete  were, 
How  he  had  lyued  alle  fat  $ere.          10768 
But  he  tolde  hem  euerychone 
How  he  hadde  lyued  fere  alone ; 
"  Y  haue  lyued  gracyous  lyfe, 
jjurgt  fe  curtesye  of  my  wyfe,  10772 

For  eue?-y  day  she  haj)  me  sent  * 
Brede  aud  wyne  to  present ; 
But  o  day  certys  ete  y  no$t, 
For,  no  mete  was  to  me  bro^t."          10776 

jpey  led1  fys  man  vnto  fe  touwne,   J 
And  tolde  fys  myracle  vp  and  dowme,  § 
Fyrst,  J)ur[o]gh  fe  cyte,          [leaf  71,  back,  coi.  2] 
And  seffe2  fur[o]gli  fe  cuntre.  10780 

j)ey  asked  hy??i,  at  f  e  laste, 
J)at  day  fat  he  dyd[e]  faste ; 
He  tolde  hem  f  e  day[e]s  name, 
And  hys  wyfe  seyd  fe  same;  10784 

))at  day  she  offred  neuer  a  deyl ;  § 
J?e  gode  fryday,  lie  my^t  be  weyl. 

Now  mow  30  here,  fat  almes  dede, 
Oostely  a  man  wyl  fede,  10788 

And  so  mow  30  weyl  vndyrstande 
Jjat  God  ys  payd  of  gode  offrande. 

But  f6r  alle  Jjys  tale,  yn  ^oure  lyues,3 
Truste  ^e  nat  moche  6n  ^oure  wyues,  10792 
Ne  on  ^oure  chyldryn,  for  no  fyng, 
But  makejj  30  self,  $oure  offryng  : 

1  ledde.        2  se>])e  O,  se\>  H.        3  note. 

a  a  fuir.         b  ky  mort  ly. 

c  de  ly  a  1'ostel  s'en.         d  K'il  fu  m. 

e  la  1'auoient.         *  .i.  an  &  plus. 

*  Kar  p.  c.  i.         h  nekedent. 

1  Kar  nul  a  ra.  ly.         k-*  Omitted. 


0  As  muntaines  fouir*  su?zt  ale  7644 
Ces  cumpuinuns,  qe  le  mortb  lessererat 
Qt^int  al  hostel  de  luyc  alerent. 

|   U  Tant  vnt  la  minere  depesce 
Qe  la  tere  pa?'  mi  vnt  perc6 ;  7648 

t  Le  home  trouerewt  vif  seant, 

t  Sein,  e  sauf,  &  vaillant, 
Qe  ben  qjmlerewt,  vn  an  passe, 
Qe  il  mort  fut,d  pur  verite.  7652 

t  Demandewt  '  come//t  il  vesqui ; ' 
t  Le  p?*odome  lur  respundi, 

1  Qe  pits  qe  le  auei[e]nt  lae  lesse — 

la  esteit  vn  anf  passd —  7656 

t  Sa  femme  a  manger  luy  enueia 
*  Pain  &  vin,  chescun  iur  li?  troua ; 

Yn  iur  nepwqwanth  del  tut  iuna, 

Qe  nul  manger  ne  luy1  porta  •  7660 

k  Mes  leiidemain  esteit  dubl6  ; 

Pur  ce  la  iune  m'ad  poi  greue ; k 

Quel  iur  ceo  fu,  les1  ad  cu?zte, 

E  le  prodom  ad  ceo  bienm  note.        7664 

1  Al  hostel  simtn  apres  ale, 
E  eel  home  sein  mene ;  ° 

§  Le  merueille  a  tu^  cunta,p  7667 

Chescuw  plus  qe  autre  se  meruilla  ;  <i 

Del  iur  qe  ceo  fu,r  unt  parle, 

E  qe  ceo  fu  le  iur  vnt  p?*0ue8 
§  Qe  sa  fe??mie  par  ly  nul  almoine  fist,* 

Pur  ce  tut  le  iur  iuu  sist.u  7672 


1  lur.         m  ly  prodomes  1'unt  ben. 

n  pus  s'en  sunt.         °  &  halegre  amene. 

P  Ky  a  plusurs  la  meruaille  cunteit. 

<!  Cum  chescun  iur  manger  &  beiure  aueit. 

r  k'il  iuna.         8  trou6.         l  feseit. 

u  coe  eel  iur  iun  seait. 


A'o  kind  Women  now!    The  Power  of  the  Mass.    The  4th  Sacrament,  Penance.  335 

For,  so  kynde  a  wo7»man  as  y  of  tolde, 
lyue)>  nat  now,  be  |>ou  bollr  :  10796 

Ne  no  clerk,  )>at  )>ys 1  ryme  redys, 
Shal  fyii'l'-  a  w<»///man  of  so  kynde  dedes.' 

3e  men  Jmt  arc  now  yn  present, 
:         me  herd  me  rede  j>ys  sacrament, 
how  ouer  alle  Jjyni;  hyt  haj>  powere,   10801 
J5e  sacrament  of  \>e  autere, 
As  y  haue  here  to  $ow  shewed 
— Xat  to  lered  onely,  but  eke  to  lewed, — 
3e  lewed  men,  y  telle  hyt  30 w,  10805 

clerkys  kun2  hyt  weyl  y-no\v, 
Pray  we8  alle  owe  creatoure,4 
J)e  sacrament  oure  sauyoure,5  10808 

M..IV  and  soule  he  wyl  vs  saue, 
And  wt-  hyin  loue,  and  he  vs  haue  !6 


[Of  Penance  J] 

The  four}>e  sacrament  ys  penauwce, 
]3at  ys  forsynne  aquytauwce;  10812 
God  graunte  vs  alle,  penauwce  to  do, 
For  we  haue  grete  nede  j>arto. 

A}ens  j>ys,  fan,  sy//nJ:  )>o 
|5at  to  shryftij  -n.-!y  go  10816 

wt't/t-oute  any  maner  of  smert          [i««f7*j 
( )f  Myng,  of  sorowe  of  hert ; 
Euery  man  shulde  haue  a-fore  fo^t     10819 
How  and  whan  hys  synne  was  wrojt, 
And  lM-jvnk>-  \i\m  weyl  on7  euery  dede, 
Fyrst  are  lie  to  shryftu  jede ; 
Elles,  asoyled  may  he  nat  be  clone, 

ties,  y  men*-.  10824 

Ouer  lytyl  fore  certys  he  jyuef 

:.}•  penauTice,  or  how  he  lyucf  ; 


0,      .  ii. 

ye  we  now. 

xauueour 


3  kunne. 

4  creatour  0,  creator-   1 1 

IMftUUWUI  • 

6  The  Vcrnon  MS.  borrowing  end*  hero.       7  of. 

Le  ouart  Mcrement  eat  penaunoe. 
vii.  [leaf  59,  col.  2].         «  ueraiement 


7676 


7 


De  penitencia.* 

tie  quart  de  cetb  sucramenj 

Est  penance,  qe  sauer  deue^  ;  c 

f  L  LefisDeulediu/xd<.intauer, 

f  Qe  iiwx  auiu;/  mwlt  £nn\\.  mesUT. 

t  H  Gil  encimtre*  vnt  trespasse 

t  Qef  a  confessiun  sunt  ale 

t  San^  nule*  contriciun, 
Qe  auawt  deit  auer  chescuw  horn  ;  h 

t  Car  chescuw  deit  estre  pttrpens6h 
Quant  se  confessera1  dc  sun  peche, 
Ou  poi  de  force  tenentk  del  sacrement, 
Cum  vere  peot  horn1  ajw//  1.  m-  //t      7684 

t  U  De  autre  part,  mil  no  le  assoudra 

t  ])«•!  j)ech(5  qe  vblid  auera,m 
I       •!«  ne  son  deigno  purpenser; 
Chescuw  h-'iiif  ]><*ot  bien  sauer          7<>ss 

de. 


<»  la,        •  «.  coc.         f  Ky.        •  ^  „ 
»>-»>    av.  omfeadun  deit  au«r  cheacun 

Cheacune  d.  e.  con  t  n't  Jt 
'  Ky  ae  confene.        ^  fet 

U  poet  horn  ben. 

'-•  aet  pechez  ki  cum  fable*  < 
»  ke  U  ne. 


336     Recollect,  and  confess  with  Sorrow,  all  your  Sins,  or  they  'II  not  be  forgiven. 

Swyche  men,  here  synne  fey  synke,  Qe  meus  lur  vaiulreit  vblier, 

fat  recche  nat  fer-on  to  fynke.  10828       Qe  en  roitfessiun  a  prestre  ciittter.a 

Some  men,  whan  here  synne  ys  wro*t, 

Hyt  no  more1  cumf  yn  here  fo^t, 

And  $yuef  no  fors,2  fat  he  for^etef 

hys  synne  ;  and  hyw  fe  fend  etef  .     10832 

leuer  ys  hyw  late  hem  alle  weyue, 

fan  any  hard  penaurace  receyue. 

3yf  fou  wylt  haue  fe  sacrament, 

)>•  behouef  $yue  weyl  bettyr  entent,   10836       1T  Mes  ki  se  est  bien  pw/'pense, 
And  recorde  every  dede  t  E  ces  pechej  ad  recorde,  7692 

f  ,  ,      .,,  j     !  §  Pz&J  li  ad  mwlt 

sorow  of  herte,  and  witt  drede,  c 


c 

And  forfynke,  wit/i  moche  mone,  §  y  E  volurcters  se  omfessereit 

jpat  )>ou  ne  mayst  fenk  on  echone  ;    10840  Sid  souenir  li  poeit.                             7696 

And  3yf  )>ou  shryue  }>e  eue?y  deyl  ||  |  De  auter  pa?'t  ne  ade  lesse 

Of  bo,  bat  be  meneb  weyl,    '  Qe  ou«-teme//t  ne  deistf  sun  peche- 

,,,...           ,           ,  Pur  nule«  liu^te  ne  autrement 

J)at  J)ou  ne  lette  for  no  shame    |  Qe  ]ft  mane?.e  deisfch  vtrem<wli.  _       770Q 

To  telle  opunly  ))y  blame  :                   10844  j  Cestuy,  pet  horn,  sicum1  ieo  entenk, 

Swyche  a  man  fat  jws  ys  shryue,  J  Assoudre  tut  hardieme?zt 

^lay  be  asoyled,  and  penaimce  ^yue.  De  ces  peche^  qe  ad  cuntej, 

penaunce  may  be  3yue  to  none  ^  auf|  de  ces  V|:>lie3  ;  k                        7704 

-r,  .  ,      ,                                 ,             ,  ^0  ,  0  Car  Deu  les  vbhe2  pardurra. 

But  he  shryue  hys  synnes  echone,      10848  Qu  a  memoire  ]es^meineraj 

And  be  of  gode  repentauwce  ;  Tant  est  grant  de  Deu  la  pite  ; 

Xo  prest  may  elles  ^yue  hy?>i  penau?zce  ;  De  seiwt  Ambrose  prent  auctorite.     7708 

Penaurcce  pynejj  fy  flessh  and3  }>e  fende,  '  ^  Nul  deit  nepem^ant1  lesser 

And  plesyb  God,  and  makyb  hym  f  rende.  Res  ffche^  vb11.i^  cim\er  >  m 

-.^oro  i  Quel  lmre  cle  h  souemlra, 

Aftyr,  3yf  fou  fenk  on  fat                  10853  ,j  J  p,.estre  ^  lesn  tenu  se?m           7712 

Sywne  fat  fou  yn  shryfte  format,    |  *  if  Apres  ceo  dolur,0  Deuej  garder 

)pou  art  holde  to  telle  hyt  fy  prest  ||  [72,  col.  2]  Qe  vus  ne  lesse}  a  mwchaler  ['  if.ifti.bk.,  coi.2] 

whan  fou  hast  mynde  fe?--of  yn  brest.  4.  §  CeoP  qe  v^  est  de  prestre  enioint, 

whan  fou  hast  fy  syrcne  forsake,  *  g6^11*  fe~  ™  cou/enfc;q 

H  Pus  qe  il  vnt  cu?ite  ar  p?-estre, 

And  f  y  pcnauace  f  er-fore  take,  Quident  les  vns  tut  quites  estre  ; 

For^ete  nat  fan  fat  fou  ne  do  §  Mes  en  purgatoirc  achatoru?ztB 

1  more  eft.        2  force.         3  '  and  '  omitted.  h  ne  die.         }  poet  h.  cum. 

k  Des  pechez  k'il  ad  oblie 


a  mustrer  (at  foot  of  MS.).     B.  adds —  E  de  ecus  k'il  ad  cunte.     B  ; 

Les  pechez  k'il  oblie  auera,  and  omits  the  next  four  lines. 

S'il  poet,  en  wmfessiun  les  mustra  l  Nep.  ne  deit.         m  Tuz  ses  p.  de  cunter. 

b  si  ly  ad  mut  enpeise.  n  De  d.  les  a  pr. 

c  ecus  ke  il  ad.  °  eel  ur.         P  A.  E  ceo. 

d  Si  de  eus.         e  ad  nent.  (i  A  tut  coe  fere  estes  constraint. 

1  K'il  ne  ad  cunte.         s  mile  A,  om.  B.  r  al.         8  cher  ach. 
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fee  penaiwce  j>at  he1  ioynef  fe  to.       10860 
3\f  fou  for^etest,  fou  shalt  bey2  hyt  harde 
yn  purgatorye  aftyrwarde ; 
For  o  day  fat  fou  for^etest  here, 


(t>uant  <i?  de  lur  penance  lerruwt.*     7720 
H  Bien  ausi  garder  deuej, 
Apres  qe  estes  rechaie$b 
Qe  de  cowfessiun  ne  \us  tene$, 
3e  uos  bons  eoures  entrelessej ; c      7  7  -  > 
A  $ere,  fere3  fou  shalt  by  hyt  dere.    10864   ,  Si  VM*  fetes,  biend  sachej 

And  jyf  fou  fallest  eft  yn  sy?me,  £  *  Qe  vtw  ene  cest  sacrement  pechej. 


Efte  fy  shryfte  alle  newe  bygynne,  \ 
And  do  gode  dedi;s  fer-wtt/<-allc,        10867 
For  fat  es4  of  penauwce  pryncypalle ; 
3yf  fou  ne  do,  verrement  I 

jj.iu  <y/mest  yn  fys  sacrament  ; 
For  of  fat  man,  liyt  ys  grete  dr 
Jjat  wyfdraghf  hym  fro  gode  dede.    10872 
Many  man  also  fen  kef  fys  fo$t, 

verk  of  penaunce  auaylef  nojt  || 
f e  whylys  fat  he  ys  yn  sy«ne ; f 
But  fan  had  he  most  nede  to  bygynne ;  | 
For  god  i;  di-di.:s  and  ])enan?ice  10-^77 

Reysyn  a  man  to  n-j>«-ntauwce; 
For  ii.  _es,  gode  hyt  ys,   J 

J?ogh  hyt  auayle  hym  naght  yn  blys.  j 
fe  prest  wote  neue/*  what  he  menes, 

j)at  for  lytyl,  cursef  liys  parysshenes ; 
•  •he  shepard  3yuef  no  gode  kepe, 

|>at  betechef  f  e  wulfe  hys  shepe ; 
;••  last  acouwte  shal  In-  inysfull.-, 

whan  he  shal  answere  for  hem  alle  ; 

And  j>-  l"i-'li;  slial  f1'-  sh'-purd  liate, 

fat  v.  f  o  gate; 

J?e  lorde  bo^t  fe  shepe  fill  dere,  loss!) 

lese  hem  nut  fan''  so  lyjtly  here; 

J*>$  fey  outrage,  and  do  foly, 

He  ahal  nat  sle  IKMII  \v/tA  f.-lony ; 


fCuwi  plus  sumes  pecheure, 

Plus  bien  fere  par  resun  deuums,f    7  7  _  - 

E  a  chescune  i'e^e*  qe  en  bowe  cheuiwe 

h  Bien  fesuwi  si  nus  nwx  lauum  ; 

Apa>*temewt  veit  chescuw  hom 

De  ceste  parole  Ic  aptucinn.1' 

II  Meint  qiiide  de'  verite, 

||  Qe  tant  < -u///  il  «-st  enk  peche 

Eouere  de  penawce  ne  deit  fere ; 
|  Mes  ceo  e>Y  g/vnit  folie  a  crere, 
Durcc  hom  ad  plwx  grant1  mester 
Bones  ouerainesm  m//ltii>lier, 
Sicuwt  ieo  \us  dis  premer,n 

J  A  inu$  des  choses  poent  valer  7  7  i ( > 

\.  Tut  ne  vaillejtt  a  ciel  UK 
j.  .  .  .  .  no  yaji  in  tl» 
1J  Qe  ce  fermemewt  tene^,n 
Qe  cil  qe  meort  en  mortrl  pcche^11     77  !  1 
Sun}  fin  pur  ueir  ert  dawpne},11 
En  ceste  fei  flechir  ne  deue$.n 

t  U  Prt'stre  ne  deit  estre  trop  leger 

t  Cesp  parochiens  escom^wger, 
10884   t  Xe  eit  mie  man*  /•<•  de  bon  pastur^ 

t  Ces  ouailles  comander  al  lu.r 


heO, "      11 


bye. 


yg.        •  nat  J*n  0,  i. 


'.,„.<>, 


lOs'.H! 

.  II. 


•  defl 

'•  IT  Bone  garde  auai  i- 

Ke  p»«  ke  estes  rechai  en  pechex. 

si  vu*  le  fetes,  ben  le. 

M'-mitre.         f-f  Omitte<l. 

«    (  "lli'S.  HIM'   ti.V. 

IMM'I.YNu    11 


h— h      Foua  estes  si  vus  ne  via  lauez ; 
Au«i  confessor  via  deuez 
A  chescune  fiez  k'en  peon*  chsiez. 

1  I'm .        k  oeste  de  ^/. 

1  Kitr  dunkes  ad  hom  greindre. 

"•  A  l>  <>u.i)>..        o  These  lines  omitted. 

0  al  ciel  porchacer.        P  A  ses. 

n  bons  pasture. 

•  liuerer  a  les  loos;  and  the  next 
four  lines  are  omitted. 


338      Priests  should  treat  their  Folk  as  good  Slwplierds  do  their  Sheep. 


he  slial  hem  chastyse  wit/*  smert1  speche, 
wit/*  small  baytynges,  and  nat  \riili  wreche. 

As  )>e  gode  shepard  kepyj)  hys  shepe, 
So  shalle  J>e  prest,  hys  parysshencs  kepe ; 
J>ere  shepe  gone  wrong  besyde  fe  pa)?,  10897 
]3e  shepard  cryej)  for  drede  of  skaj>e ; 
And  $yf  J>ey  wyl  nat  at  hys  crye 
Turne  a$en  to  here  pasture  nye,          10900 
]3an  settej)  he  on  hys  houwde, 
And  bayte]>  hem  a  wel  gode  stoimde, 
And  bryngej)  hem  to  her*  pasture  weyl, 
Ne  slej)  he  $yt  none,  neuer  a  deyl.      10904 

wtt/i  |>ese  prestes  hyt  shulde  fare  so, 
whan  here  parysshenes  ogft  te  mysdo ; 
wy)>  feyre  techyng,  and  gode  spelles, 
And  stoutly,  whan  J>ey  wyl  nat  elles,  10908 
And  wit/i  ordynaryys  of  holy  cherche, 
Tyl  )>at  J)ey  wyl  ry$tly  werche ; 
Nat  vfiih  cursyng,  j>at  es2  slaghter  euyl, 
So  sone  betake  hem  to  fe  deuyl.         10912 
Haue  to  hem  swych  charyte 
As  ]>ou  wuldest  God  hadde  to  J)e ; 
kowardyse  hyt  ys,  and  foule  maystry, 
To  jjrowe  a  faucou^  at  euery  flye;      10916 
Of  flyes  men  mow  hem  weyl  spourge, 
And  Jjrowe  to  hem  naglit  but  a  scourge ; 
No  more  shal  no  prest  Jjrawe, 
But  a  scorge,  )?at  ys  lone3  awe.  10920 

Lewed  man,  J>ou  shalt  cursyng  doute, 
And  to4  Jjy  prest  J)ou  shalt  nat  stoute ; 
Be  he  wykked,  or  be  he  gode, 
)5ou  shalt  to  hym  be  Jjolemode.  10924 

Hyt  ys  nat  a  lytyl  Jjyng 
For  to  falle  yn  cursyng, 
For  hyt  reuej?  J>e  J>y  gostly  frendes, 
And  betechej?  ]>e  vn-to  )?e  fendes,        10928 
And  hyt  forbarrej?  alle  gode  dedes 


[leaf  72,  back] 


f  Pur  chescune  musche  oscir,  7751 

Ne  treie^  espe,  cum  funi  il;       [ieafi6ij 

Plusurs  ai  veu  de  tiele  manere, 
Desore  se  deiueTit  pur  Deu  retrere. 

f  11  Mwlt  deit  home  laya  duter 

f  Q?«mt  oyt  le  prestre  esco??imenger,  7756 


t  Ne  est  mie  poi,  1'alme  de  Deu  seucrer1* 


f  E  al  deable  comander ; c 
Si  est  chescun  pur  uerite 


1  lewede.        2 
4  'to'  omitted. 


ys.        3  >at  ys  loue. 


a  lais.         b  1'alme  seuerer  A. 
c  vif  deble  d'eufer  deliuerer. 
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]3at  )>e  shuld  helpe  yn  alle  )>y  nedes, 

Tyl  J>ou  com  to  amendement     [if.  72,  bk.,  coi.  2] 

\\iih  penauwce,  )>at  ys,  )>ys  sacrament. 

Yn  sacrylage,  y  tolde  a  tale  10933 

how  cursyng  brewejj  mochc  bale, 
J3at  alle  J>e  $ere  hopped  aboute, 
)3at  wulde  nat  J>e  prestys  byddyng  doute. 

\v  wyl  we  leue,  at  J>ysl  tyme,     10937 
Of  penau/ice  more  for  to  ryme, 
For  y  shal  telle  f  er-of  more 
At  shryfte,  whan  y  come  )>ore ;          10940 
God  $yue  me  grace  so  to  telle, 
To  shame  alle  )>e  fendes  of  helle ! 

[Of  the  Fifth   Sacrament — 

Holy  Orders.] 
"IVTOw  of  )>e  fyfjjii  sacrament, 
X  1    )?e  orderof  )>e  bysshopes  presentement. 

jjys  fallejj  to  j>ese  lordynges,  10945 

As  popes,  emperoures,  and  kynges, 
Aii' I  to  alle  J>at  clerkys  auauMce 
To  holy  cherches  portynauwce ; 2         10948 

lie  men,  j>at  are  of  grete  nobley, 
Yn  Jjys  sacrament  J>an  synne  fey, 
J3at  J>ey  graunte,  for  mede  fat  J>ey  take, 
\"nwurj>yly,  a  bysshope  to  make,        10952 
Of  whom  fat  ys  J>e  fame  ryfe 
))at  he  ys,  of  febyl  lyfe, 
Or  ofer  to  auau?*ce,  hyt  ys  folye,  § 
wyfoutyn  resonable  clergye.  10956 

Clerk  behouej)8  hym  for  t«> 
);      -huldereceyue  swyche  dygnyte 
For  to  gouerne  holy  cherche  ; 
w/'t//  clergy,  behouejj  hym  algate  wer« 
But  now  ys  fulfylled  )>e  prophecye     10961 
|)at,  sore  wepyng,  sey))  Isaye, 
?t  swych  shal  be  JHJ  prest 

1  Jy«  0,  bs  H.         *  purtynaunce. 


Qe  de  prestre*  &t  escomenge 

t  Si  il  ne  uigncb  a  amendeiuent ; 

Descrere  ne  me  deuej  nient. 


'60 


t  Plw*  de  penance  dirraid 
t  Quant  de  confessiun  parlerai, 
"Car  vne  espece  est  de  penance 
Confessiu?*,  sanj  dotance.* 

Ordo  Sac 


77.  :i 


1^  al  comencemo;/t 
Pechewt  en  cest  sacremont 


Qeh  prie«t  pur  home  de  male  vie, 

t  Ou  san$  renable  clergic 
Qe  a  seint  ordre  seit  01  < 
t  §  Ou  a  dignet^  auance. 


7768 


•    (  r«-ir  in.-  <li  u«/  s«  ur.  in, nt. 
rut  dirrai        •-•  Omitted. 


"g"uucuc> f  Lc  quint  sacrement  eat  aaint  ordrr. 

Ki  par  dreit  [If.  59,  bk.,  col.  2J.        b  renge.         «  Cil  tut        >' 
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As  fe  lewed  man  lyue,  fou  sest"       10964 

lytyl  kan  lasse  f  e  lewed  man 
fan  some  of  fese  prestes  kan. 
who  3yuen  hem  more  to  worldly  )>yng 
fan  prestes  do,  for  alle  here  prechyng  ? 

3yf  he  be  clerk,  and  euyl  dous,  [if. 73]  10969 
Of  hym  ys  nat  to  make  no  rous. 
what  vayle])  to  vndyrstonde  f  e  lettyr, 
And  hys  lyfe  be  neuer  fe  bettyr?       10972 
Alle  fat  clergye,  y  telle  it  but  lore, 
when  he  lyuej>  neuer  f  e  bettyr  fer-fore. 

But  how  sey)>  Salamon  yn  hys  spellyng, 
"  wo  fe  land,  fere  chylde  ys  kyng  ! "  10976 
And  wo  f  e  folk,  fat  kan  nat  lyue 
whan  holy  cherche  ys  mys-^yue  ! 
And  to  fe  husbonde,  wo  ys1  hys  lyfe, 
fat  haf  yn  hys2  hous  a  fole  to  wyfe  !  10980 

30  lordes,  do  30  Goddes  ordynaurace, 
And  gode  men  36  shul  auauwce ; 
To  gode  men  jyuef  3oure  benefyces    10983 
feat  kuw  hem  kepe  fro  wykked  vyces ; 
fean  make  36  gode  presentement 
To  order  of  f  ys  sacrament. 

Also,  haf  he  wykkedly  doun  § 
feat  lettef  gode  rnannes  eleccyoiw ;      10988 
*  Eleccyoutt '  ys,  *  weyl  chesyng 
A  gode  man  to  kepe  holy  fyng.' 
j?ese  hyghe  men  do  grete  trespas,  J 
ftat  chese  nat  ry3t,  alas  !  alas!  10992 

feat  were  wurfy,  hem  fey  spare,  || 
And  f e  vnwurf y  auauwced  are ; 
And,  fat  ys  nat  lytyl  syraie 
To  hem  fat  hyt  3yuen,  and  eke  so  wywne ; 
Hyt  may  be  tolde  for  symonye,  10997 

For  3yfte  to  auaunce  f  e  vnwurf  y. 


1  ys  H,  om.  0.        2  '  hys '  omitted. 

a  home  A,  om.  B.        b  de  prodhom  desturber. 

c  mie  petit.        d  Grant  gent. 

e  ydios  souent. 

f  greindre  peche"  ne  \us  pus  cunter. 


1T  Chescu?i  home*  deit  ausi  sauer,      7773 
t  Qe  electiun  desturber b 
§  N'est  mie  pur  ueir  petit c  trespas ; 
J  Hau3  homes d  le  funt  soue?it,  alla3,    7776 

Car  les  dignes  unt  desturbe 
||  E  les  febles6  auance. 

Ne  est  mie  petit  peche, — 

Ein3  est  mult  grande  pur  verite/ — 

Prodome  a  scie?zt&  desturber,  7781 

E  maueis  homeh  auancer 

A  dignete,  ordre,1  v  a  muster ; 

kCeo  deit  chescu/i  bien  sauer, 

8  Ke  prodhom  de  gre.        h  a  scient. 

1  ordre  A,  om.  B. 

k— k        Coe  poet  estre  conferrae" 

Par  .i.  cunte  ke  nus  ad  cunt6 

Cely  ke  ay  souent  mustre", 

Seint. 
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By  a  tale,  y  may  30  w  she  we  Qe  ceo  vus  ex/  bien  owfermS  7785 

J>at  hyt  ys  synne  to  chese  a  shrewe  ;  11000  Par  vne  cunt-  >t  cunte 

Ami  $yt  ys  he  yn  wers  entent,  Cely  ke  ay  souent  mustre,     CU,O».A) 
Jwt  l«-tt»'J>  jjode  ina/mes  auauwccinent. 

Seynt  Gregory  tellej)  jmrfore  a  tale  A  tale,   t  De  sei;itk  Gregoire  le  clerc  sene, 

\>&t  telj>  many  one,  what  grete  and  smale,  Qe  si  bien*  esteit  de  dampne  D6, 

he  tellej)  mo  hymself  a-lone,  11005  CU?H  ces  miracles  vnt  prou 

J?an  alle  $e  doctours  do  echone. 

[The  Tale  Of  Paschasius's  Punish-  [St.    Gregory's   Dialogues,    IV.   Iviii.— G.  Paris, 

mentfor  not  agreeing   to  the     *«•*«•»"«•»»•] 

Election  of  the  best  Man  for 

Pope.] 

Yn  $e  cherche  of  Koine,  lie  telle)>  jms,  |J  [TM.IJ  tle(lf  164|  ^  Sj 

A  dekene  was  J>at  hyghte  Pascasyus,  11008  t  11  Un  home  esteit,0  Paschasiw*,    .tx#»p/«ni. 

A  man  of  almes  fan  was  he,  t  Aumoner  fn  mwlt,  &  pitus,d               7792 

))at  ofte  of  be  jwrr  liad  pyte  ;  o  Deakene  eslx-it  ,1,-1  egliae  de  li-unii'. 

jjat  yche  tyme  was  elleccyone  ,  JJidt  fat  dit  un<  prmlome. 

n  i  Am  t  C'est  en  vnef  election 
To  chese  here  pope,  as  er1  was  wone.  11012 

Twey  men  were  yn  choys  to  take, 

Laurence,  ofer-  Symake ; 

hys  felaus  alle,  Symnkus  chese,  §  *De  estre  pape ;  Laurenciun 

So  J>at  Laurence  hys  voys  lese  ;           11016  +  Choisi,  encuntre  assent,  n. 

Pascasyus  gnmited  D0a0r  fartyl,  c  ^e  ces  ^^qainuns  utrement, 

.  §  Qe  tui  Syinaclmy/  ohofifl 

l.ut  chese  Untenoe  al  hys  owne  wyl ;  }  J^ £  ^  ^^  con9ontin,,t.            7sn0 

II-  repented  hym  nenar  no^t,  |  j  Mes  paschasie  choisi  Laurenciun; 

But  yn  Laurence  stode  hys  J>o$t.         1 1020      Eslire  ne  vout  Symachun ;« 
Yn  ))ys  popes  tyme,  syre  Symakus,  En  tute  sa  vie  ne  se  repmti1' 

^  dekene  I'a>,asyus:    ||  *  &e  «n  Laurence  ne  c 

Morust  cesty  Paschasius 
|:        -kenewas  an  holy  man.  H  En  teng  lck  jwpc  Syni;l(.i, 

As  yn  )>e  cuwtre  )>e  fame  ran.  11024 

And  djrd  J,ys  n,yra<  1, .  M  ?.'  »'-we»  here:       f  Tant  CU,;J  on  ^j^  ^^i 
A  wode  man  touched  on  hys  i  7808 

i  party  of  hy.s  Mi-int.-nani  fu1-  I 

1  ere.        2  or.        3  may.  i-f      Si  choisi  a  jw ;  mu 

E  elirc  n<  hum  [leaf  60] 


•  Ky  l>en.         b  Ses  m.  1'uut  tv-1  K\  meudre  cler.  fn,  &  jih/*  p> 

c  kv  out  num.  h  repentir  ne  v 

'i uit.  '  ko  al  electiun  de  IjiurcnJ  coiuentout. 

1  Si  Cut  t«Miu/  vn  unit.        t  C'oHtui  fu  a  vn.  k  la.        '  nut  la  bere  cacha. 

id.ter.        ». 


342     Tale.     Paschasim 's  Punishment  for  not  choosing  the  lest  Man,  Pope. 


And  a-none  he  hadde  botenyng. 

longe,  aftyr  pat  pys  was, 
Fyl  of  )>ys  dekene  a  merueylous  kas  ; 
For  pere  besydl*,  yn  a  pap 
was  a  wasshyng,  at  an  hote  bap  ;        11032 
'  Termes  '  men  calle  pat  watyr  wasshele, 
For  many  one  had  perat  here  hele. 

)5us  ]>e  holy  bysshope  seynt  Germyne  | 
Com  ]>edyr  to  be  wasshe  per-ynne  ;     11036 
J^ere  fonde  he  pys  dekene  Pascas, 
And  at  ]>e  l  watyr  seruyng  was  : 
]3ys  bysshope  merueyled  yn  hys  po$t, 
wheper  hyt  were  Pascas  or  no$t;        11040 
At  pe  laste,  seynt  Germyne  seyde 
"  Art  J)ou  nat  Pascas  pat  deyde, 
jpat  we  helde  a  man  holy  1  " 
"  3ye,"  seyd  Pascas,  "  hyt  am  y  ;         11044 
And  at  pys  water,  serue  y  pus,      [leaf  73,  back] 
For  y  graimted  neuer2  to  Symakus, 
But  to  Laurence,  wz't/i  alle  my  my^t, 
feat  was  nat  so  gode  yn  Goddys  sy$t;  11048 
y  ne  repented  yn  alle  my  hope,3 
For  y  wulde  liaue  hadde  hym  pope. 
But  wuldest  pou  prey  for  me,  Germyne, 
y  shulde  come  sone  oute  of  pys  pyne;  11052 
And  pat4  mayst  pou  wete  yn  pys  manere, 
3yf  pou  fynde  me  no  more  here." 

Jje  bysshope  Germyne,  home  he  ^ede, 
And  preyd  to  God  for  hys  mysdede.  11056 
))e  nextii  tyme  pat  he  come  pore, 
Of  Pascas,  sagti  he  no  more. 

Loke,5  lordes,  how  $e  mysdo,  * 
J)at  eleccyozm  dystroublep  °  so  ;  1  1060 

For  a  ^yfte,  or  a  present, 


11028   f  Par  vertue  de  celuy  qe  Tout*  tuche. 
t  U  Lodgement  apres  eel  hure 
|  Auint  qe  vnb  euesqe  par  auentwre    7812 


1  >at.         -  nat. 
4  >at  0,  om.  H. 


3  nat  in  al  myn  hope. 

5  LokeJ>.         "  dystourble]). 


a  k'il  out.        b  Vint  vn  seint. 
°—  c          A  vn  bain  ke  termes  est 

Ou  se  ala  lauer  pur  quer  sante. 
d  A.  soleirat.         e  esteit. 


t  CA  vn  bain  la  pres  soleitd  bainer, 
f  *  Termes '  le  soleiwtf  apeler,c 

t  L'euesqe,  Germain  out  a  nun, 

|  De  bone  vie  esteit,  &  seiwt  horn ;      7816 

Ap?'es  qe  en  1'ewe  fust  entre, 
t  Paschasie,  qe  fute  deuie, 

En  eel  bain  troueit  semisant,f 
t  DuTzt  il  merueille  aueit^  grant,          7820 


t  E  '  qeh  la  fist,'  1'ad  demand  e, 

t  '  Home  de  si  grant  seintete,' 

f  Paschasi  luy  respundi, 

t  '  Qe  pwr1  autre  chose  ne  se?*ui  7824 

Mes  par  cek  qe  eslu  aueit 
Laurence,  qe1  meins  digne  esteit 

t  De  estre  pape  qe  Symachus, 
Qe  tu^  ces  freres  vntm  eslu^;'  7828 

f  Mwlt  ad  Teuesqe"  prie  [leaf  IG^,  bk.] 

Qe  pwr  luy  oraust0  dawpiie  De, 

t  '•  Seur  fust  qe  sa  pn'ere  serreit  oie 

t  Qwant  al  bain  nelP  ti-ouast  mie.'        7832 

t      L'euesqe  est  al  hostel  a!4, 

f  Si  pre'a  Deu^  pur  sun  peche ; 

t  Tost  ap?vs  al  bain  ala, 

f  Mes  Paschasie  ner  troua.  7836 

51  Par  tant  peot  sauer  chescuw  horn, 
Qe  folemeTit  fere  electiun, 
E  qe8  dignes  ne  est  de  auancer, 

f  Troua  en  eel  bain  seruant. 

K  D.  le  eueske  m.  vut. 

h  Quei.         i  Pur  nul. 

k  pur  coe.         l  ky.         m  aueiant. 

n  Le  eueske  germain  ad  mut.         °  priast. 

P  la  ne  le.         <i  E  deu  pria. 

r  pas  ni  [If.  60,  coL  2]. 

8  De  tens  ky. 


Tale,  Warning  us  iwt  to  buy  Bishoprics,  or  worship  Bad  Bishops'  Bodies.     343 

3e  suffre  holy  cherche  to1  be  shent  ;  Ou  ki  est  dignes*  desturber,               7840 

}oure  synne  shal  be  greuous,  *  N'ert  mie,  par  ueir,b  petite  pecbe, 

whan  fr  deUene  Paseaayus,              H064  J  &*%^£X#&  feseit, 

For  so  ly  tyl,  to  purgatorye  ^ede,  f  pur  tant  en  purgatoire  esteit  ;           7844 

For  whom  was  shewed  myracle  yn  dede.   J  £  plusure  sunt  a  deables  ale, 

A^ens  God,  he  ys  nat  quyte,  Seur  seiej,  pur  celd  peche. 

iffre)>  for  hys  owne  profyte,        1  1068  t]  L»entente  de  home  ne  erf  mie  seine, 

Holy  cberche,  Mrrongly  be  ^yue  §  Qe  regard  sun  proue  demeiue            7848 

To  )>o  men  J?at  wykkedly  lyue  ;  §  Qwnit  aucu/e  a  ordre  ueut  auancer, 

]3ey  shul  be  a-couped  of  tresoun,  Ou  rente  de  eglise  deitf  duner  ; 

i  IATO  Ki  ceo  fet  a  nul  mr 

A>  traytours  yn  eleccyoun  ;                 11072  ^  autre  ^  ^ 

Many  shul  go  a  deuyl  wey,  t  Auer  pMrrag  m|dt  g^t  pour 

Or  be  encumbred  or2  )>ey  dey.  De  encu??ibreme7it  &  de  tristur. 

3yt  shal  y  telle,  among  fese  talys, 
A  tale  J>at  now  late  fyl  yn  Wales  :     11076 
yn  J?e  tyme  of  seynt  Dauy 
Fyl  J>ys  fyng,  a  grete  ferly. 


[A  Tale  of  Warning  against  buying  Bishopric*,  and 

Bad  Bishops1  Bodiex.~] 

As  fc  mu«ki;s  slnilde  do  werche 

w.-rk  J>at  fyl  vn-to  here  cherche,         11080 

As  fey  dalue  dowu»  yn  J>e  clay, 

tbnde  a  bysshope  alle  hole  lay, 
w/iA  flesshe  and  blode,  and  hole  sendal,        D«ns,  wk,  coi.  2] 

\vy|>  oufer  vestement  alle,          11084 
As  fresshe  as  he  were  depeynt. 
)>ey  wende  he  had  be  a  corseynt  ; 
)>ey  toke  hym  vp,  euerychone, 

,  leyd  hym  vppon  a  stone,3          11088 
And  wurscheped  hyt  modi.-  w/t//-alle, 
For  fey  wende  myracles  shulde  falle. 

.ygh  feste  tymes  of  fe  jere 
)>ey  enBcnsed  fe  botly  as4  )>e  hygh  autere. 
?t,  \vh.in  J>e  sekesteyn  yn  bede  was 

leyd,  11093 

1  1  yn,  fojt  one  come,  and  to  hym  seyd,  .     k,  (,  c        b 

1  to  H,  am.  0.        a  ar.  K«r  cil  ky  a  M  mort        d  par  o«t. 

3  a  tumbe  of  ston^.        4  **  H  0,  f  for  '  at'  •  Ky  ran  pro  gartL        '  Ou  eglisc  a  nul  clerc. 

•  II  poet  auer. 


344     Tale,  Warning  ws  iwt  to  buy  Itidwprics,  or  worship  Bad  Bishops'  Bodies. 

"  Ensense  fe  body  no  mere  so, 

Xe  do  no  wuischep  far-vnto."  11096 

J3e  sekesteyn,  for  allc  fat  defense, 

3yt  he  $aue  fe  body  ensense. 

Anouf^r  ny$t,  for  fat  same, 

Efto  fe  sekesteyn  he  gan  blame,         11100 

and  seyd,  "  holde  hyt  no  more  yn  prys, 

fat  yche  body,  J)at  fere  lys." 

f  e  munke  seyd,  "  telle  me  why 

fat  he  to  wurschep1  ne  ys  wurfy."     11104 

"  loke  to  morne,  and  f  ou  mayst  wyte 

what  lyj>  yn  hys  mytyr  wryte." 
fe  mu?*ke  ros  vp  on  fe  morne, 

And,  fonde  yn  hys  mytyr  home         11108 

J3ese  verse  wryte  on  a  scrowe, 

For  fat  he  shulde  f  e  bettyr  trowe  : 

))ese  are  f  o  yche  twey  verse, 

Jjat  to  holynes  are  reuers,  11112 

Quern  lapis  tile  teyity  sandalia  viliter  emit  ; 
Estuat  in  laratro,  pessimus  ille  latro. 

"  he  fat  fys  stone  hylej?  one2  Jyche, 
wykkedly  bo^t  hys  bysshopryche.       11116 
yn  helle  he  wellej)  pyne8  grefe, 
For  al]>erwerst4  fan  was  he  J?efe." 

Alferwerst4  fen  shal  hem  be, 
)3at  for  mede  come  to  dygnyte. 
hyt  ys  nat  to  speke,  ne  to5  preche, 
))e  clergye  werche6  moche  aftyr  wreche. 

Ne  fou  shalt  no  dedti  werche, 
Xofer  to  iangle,  yn  holy  cherche ; 
Namely  yn  tyme  of  holy  feste, 
J)an  shuldu  men  iangle  leste. 
]3at  tyme  make  many  one,  gaderyng 
yn  holy  cherche  of  ydul  fyng ;     § 
And  of  alle  shalt  J>ou  ^elde  acouwte,  J 
To  whos  godenesse  hyt  shuld  amou?zte. 
y  haue  touched  of  fys7  outrage 


11120 

[leaf  71] 


to  be  wrsheped*.        2  on. 


4  al)>erwest. 
6  werche)>. 


1  'to'  omitted. 
7  swych. 


If  Bien  ause!l  garde  perne$  7855 

Qe  en  eglise  rien  ne  face} 

Fors  Deu  pn'er,  oub  de  ly  chanter, 

Ou  de  Deu  duceme^t  penser ; 

Mes  ore  est  lur  folie  sic  g?-ant  7859 

Qe  \>ur  Deu  ne  lessent  tant  ne  qwant 

11124   f  En  muster  tut  le  iurd  iangler, 
§  Noueles  demander  &  cunter;e 

\  Ki  ce  fet,  resun  rendra 

f  Al  iur  qwant  Deu  iugera,  7864 

Qe  dunke  Deu  demandera, 
\.  E  rendre  resun  couendraf 

De  chescune  vdiues  parole,  [if.  101,  bk.,  coi.  s] 

E  come?^t  de  malueise  &  fole  ;h         7868 

Le  deable  VM^  rehercera, 

yn  pyne.  a  Auai  bone.        b  k.        c  la  f.  mut. 

d  tuz  iurs.        e  escuter. 
f— *  Kttant  al  iugement  respundra.       «  ociouse. 
h  De  mauueisee  pense  &  fole.         i  nus. 


11128 


-r  lay  hands  on  a  Cleric.     The  6th  Sacrainciit.  Marriage. 

whan  y  spake  of  sacrylage.      [p.2W]    11132       leo  crei  qe  poy*  vbliera. 

Ne  fou  oghtes1  nat  to  be  enchesun  f  U  Nul  home  deit1'  desturber 

To  sturble  mannys  denocyouw.  Le  seruise  Deu  al°  muster,  7872 

3yf  fou  n<>  \wltr  (lodd.-s  seruyse  li>  i  .  t  Ki  bien  sei  niemes  ne  vodra  1 

lette  none  onjw  of  here  preyere  ;        11136   t  Autre  ne  deit  de  1  re  ; 

Fole  ys,  fat  foly  fat-  wyl  nat  di 
And  more  fat  lettej)  alle  of'  r  ,uf«>dr  «i 

Ry$t  so3  s<ivf  Salanion  |v  \\-yse,  f  Ceo  ntw  comand  Salomon, 

Ys  alle  of  fi'ly  to4  chastyse.  11140      Qe  cbastie  en  liured  mei//t  liricun.     7876 

Clerk  to  bete,  or  haiules  on  l«\v  t  H  Ferir  clerc,  ape//t  a  cost  peel 

yn  vyoleuce,  liyt  ys  grete  eye  ; 
Hyt  longej)  to  )?ys  sacrament 
Jjmvfi  bysshopos  co//nnau7idcmcnt  ;    11144 

I.igJ-'  fer  y  spake,  [P.SSO]         f  Mes  q?/ant  de  sacrilege  ai  parle, 

y  touched  of  j?at  yche  lak  :  t  De  ce  dune*  VMX  desei  ; 

And  yn  J>e  ten  oomnuuutd&nens,   [p.  72,77] 
y  wene  y  touchetl  of  )>ys  dcf  11148 

|)arfori:,  now  hyt  ys  beste, 
(  'f  jjys  sacrament  to  reste.  f  Pur  ceo  si  rehercer  nel  d«.-i.  7880 

God  grauMti-  J>ese  lonlynges, 
weyl  to  do  yn  alle  fynges,  1  1  1  .">•_' 

And  late  IHMII  m-u/-/-  ln-iv  sotiles  ! 
For  no  wrongrs5  fat  fey  (  hese  ! 


[O/'  ///'   >'/./•///   Sm-,'ii,i,rn.tt—  Incipit  de  matrimonio.'1 

Marriage.] 

The  syxte  .sacmnu-?/t  ys  m:itrym«.ny, 
hyt  ys  do  ry^twusly;          11156 

Go<l  comauwdrf  yn  liys  lx>ke  t  l^eii  d<-  ci«-l  v.-lrit  mu>tivr 

J)at  man  shuld.   hyt  \\.-yl  loke  ;  t         Qe  cest  8acivnic;/t  dnim/»  W-n  ^ 

For  he  stabled  hyt  yn  para-ly-.      M  n,  .1  j  f  (t)ant  en  parais  I'eBtal.li. 
hyt  ys  holde  yn  fe  mori-  prys  ;  *        1  1  1GO       K  nul  autre»  8n<  7>ss4 


And  yn  Kana«  Galvl,  C°Y 

...  *  Mult  «.-/  dune  haul  coat  sacr<  : 

HI-  turnede  water  yn  wyne  t«- 

ASCIIS  fys  ychc  sacrament  t  H  Encuntrek  funt  al  com- 

oghtest.        8  '  )*t '  omitted.  •  a  oeat  peche  apent. 

so  0,  •>„•.  I i.         4  for  to.  '  M.  q.  jxirlay  do  sacrilege  A. 


no  wron»  O,  wronge*  1!          •  kana  of.  !••.;••  j.nl.n. nt. 

•  Dunkedecoe. 


unit  ;  b  ne  tjcit  [If.  60,  bk.].  h  Le  a vm  aacremefit  eat  espowilo  e  matriinoii,. 

en  le.         <»  en  liure  A,  om.  B.  >  Duuke  iw).         k  K  ne  .  .  coe. 


346     Don't  wed  by  Force  or  Wrong;  but  don't  disturb  Folk  illegally  iiiamed. 


Do  many  one  verrement ;  11164 

yn  fys,  do  fo  men  ful  ylle, 

)5:it  wedden  any  a^ens  here  wylle  ;  § 

Here  wyl  behoue))  to-gedyr  consente, 

Are  fe  prest  do  fe  sacrament.  11168 

Ne  j)ou  ne  shalt  [not]  do  )>y  my$t 
fat  two  be  weddyd  wit//  vnry^t. 
Sywne  fou  wystest  fat  fey  shulde  no$t 
vfith  no  skyl  togedyr  be  bro^t,  11172 

]3ou  sy?mest  moche  f  urgft  fys  resuw, 
For  )>ey  mow  neuer  be  weyl  vndouw. 

Ne  fou  shalt  nat,  for  no  gode — 
fo^t1  hyt  be  fyn  owne  blode —          11176 
Dysturble  hyt  fere  hyt  o^t  to  be, 
3yf  fey  liaue  do  here  wyl  fre. 

3yf  fou  wost  fe  sofe  of  euery  deyl,  11179 
)3at  two  are  weddyd,  and  o^t  nat  weyl, 
But  fou  shewe  liyt,  fou  dost  grete  sy?zne 
To  one  fat  may  do  bote  f  er-ynne ; 
For,  f  us  ys  f  e  gospel  sawe, 
And  fe  same  seyf 2  landes  lawe,          11184 
'  )3at  who  so  consentef  to  a  f efe, 
Euene  peyne  shul  fey3  haue  grefe.' 

Of  foly  trouf  es  fat  are  3yue, 
)3are-of  by  fore  y  haue  $ow  shryue ;      1 1 188 
Y  haue  tolde  hyt  as  y  coupe, 
How  men  falsen  here  trouf  es  \\ith  mouf  e ; 
whan  y  spake  of  lecherye,  [p.  234] 

Y  spake  f  e?-  of  fat  foly,  11192 

And  yn  f  e  syxte  cowmauwdmewt    [p.  58] 
J)ere  spekf  hyt  of  f  ys  asent ; 
fearfore  nedef  me  nat  here 
To  spekc  more  of  f  ys  matere ;  11196 

But,  y  pray  euery  man  [leaf  74,  back] 

fat  hys  crystendom  louef,  or  kan, 

1  f>ogh.         2  sey]>  J>e.         3  fey  shul. 

a  donent  bon.        b  a  nul.        c  &. 

d  Ky  deu  ne  voudra  mespaier. 

«-«  Omitted.        '  alum  sect  B,  home  fet  A. 

«  poet  estre. 


Qe  dunewt*  co??sentement  7^88 

§  Qe  home  ou  fe??mie  seie??t  asse^^ble^ 
§  Tut  encuntre  lur  voluntes  ; 
t  Cunsentement  i  couent  estre 
t  Aua?it  qe  seie«t  espuse  de  prestre.     7892 
t  11  Ciwsentir  ne  dcuej  nulb  hure, 
t  Qe  assew?ble  seiewt  encuwtre  dreiiure       ( 

Home  ouc  fe??irae,  pits  qe  saue^ 
t  Qe  estre  ne  deiue?it  assemble^  ;          7896 
t  Le  peche  est  pur  ceo  plus  grant 
t  Qe  partir  ne  poent  en  lur  viuant. 
t  II  Ne  mat?'mioine  ne  deit  desturber 

Ki  vodra  estre  san^  eucu??ibrer,d        7900 

eOu  nel  serreit  al  pwmer, 

Cest  peche  qe  le  fist  de  qeor.e 
t  U  Qwrtiit  home  setf  pur  verit^ 
t  Qe  a  tort  suwt  aucuns  espuse,  [if.ies]  7904 

Si  nel  mustre  a  sei7^t  eglise 

Quites  ne  ests  en  nule  guise ; 

Qe  ceo  fet,h  est  cunsentant, 

E  malemerat  pet  pecher  par  tant,       7908 
t  ^e  oeleme7^t  deuiewt  estre  puni, 

Larun,  &  ki  consent  a  li.1 
t  II  De  fole  fiance  deimes  nus, 

t  Solu?i  ceo  qe  sauioms,  7912 

Qwant  de  lecherie  parlames 
E  de  ces  racinesk  tretames  : 


t  "Pur  ce,1  de  matn'moine  plus  ne  dirrai, 
Qe  la  trouere^"1  assej,  ieo  crei.  7916 


h  fet  B,  ne  fet  A.  [If.  60,  bk.,  col.  2]. 

i-i        Kar  ky  a  larun  consent  ou  consent! 

Ouele  paine  auera  oue  ly. 
k  de  .x.  commandmenz. 
1  Pur  ce  A,  om.  B. 
m  Kar  ia  vus  dis. 


Don't  marry  Children  for  Money,  or  break  Trothplights.    The  7th  Sacrament.  347 

}3at  fey  neuer  swych  fyng  grauwte, 

Twi.  t<>  w«.-dd«-  of  fals  cuunaujtte ;        11200 

For  many  come  neuer  yn  wedlak 

But  for  f  e  fyrst  cu/wauwt  f  «t  men  spak. 

Also,  for  men  by-hete  hem  largely, 
Are  chyldryn  wedded  ofte  for-fy  ;      11204 

J>yr  are  many  wedded  for  gode, 
And  for  no  stedfast  loue  of  blode, 
And,  fat  ys  no1  ryjt  weddyng; 
Hyt  i|iiemef  nat  to  heuene  kyng.        11208 
Many  one  weddef  euery  deyl 
For  f  e  loue  of  syre  kateyl ; 
whan  hyt  ys  go,  and  ys  alle  bare, 
fan  ys  fe  weddyng  sorowe  &  kare;    11212 
loue  ande  catel  fan  ys  awey, 
And  '  welaweye'  fey  cry  and  sey. 

And  30  men  fat  brekyn  cuwnauwte, 
$e  selfe  falsen  fat  30  fyrst  gramtte ;    11216 
feau  ys  weddelak  furgh  30 w  shent, 
feat  was  fe  fyrst  sacram.-nt  : 
}e  shende  hyt  wyf  $oure  fals  behetyng, 
And  fey  no$t  wedd«;  but  fe  fyng;      ITJ-Ju 
So,  betwyxe  fals  and  coueytous, 
ys  welaweye  bro^t  to  lious. 
<  >f  fys  my^t  men  moche  speke, 
But  leuer  ys  me  my  moufe  to  steke  1 1  'J'J  1 
fean  y  spak  o$t  oute  of  skore, 
For  sone  y  my^t  be  blamed  farfore. 

;yu<i  li<  in  grace,  fo  fat  shul  wedde, 
Yn  ryjt  wedlak  be  bro^t  to  bedde ;     11228 
And  dflyii'v  hem  of  here  wyues 
feat  oute  of  skyle  chydcn  and  stryues  ! 

[Of   tlie    Sevt'i'f/'     Sacrament,—  Incipit  de  extrema  vnctione.* 

Aneylyng  <>r  Extreme  Unction.  \ 

Now  of  fe  scuenfe  sacram  n    :       1  1  _:;i  t  feo  e*t  le  drein  aacrcment,  7  '  1  7 

feese  clerkys  kail-  hyt  '  oynament,'  t        Qe  ett  apel6  seiwt  oignem 

•  ys  '  anelyng f 

wli.m  man  shal  make  hys  cndyng  ;  §  Seiwt  lake  Tad  comandr. 
1  no  O,  K  1 1 .  •  Le  Mtime  aacronent  art  Mint  oigncraent 


348     The  7th  Sacrament,  Extreme  Unction.     Take  it  at  your  Life's  End. 


Seynt  lame  stable[d]  hyt  for  to  be  § 

A  sacrament  Jmrgh"  crystyany  te.          1 1 236 

3yf  fou  aske  hyt  wyf  gode  \vyl, 
Of  wykked  gostes  gest1  fou  nouw  yl, 
Ne  fe  fende  haf  no  powere 
fy  body  for  to  come  nere.  11240 

$yf  fou  of  dedly  synne  be  shryue,  || 
f  o  fat  are  venyal  bej)  J?e  for^yue  ;    § 
foil  mayst  J>an  sykerly  go  fy  weye, 
what  tyme  as  euer  fat  foil  shalt  deye. 

3e  fat  loue  fys  sacrament,  11245 

Here  mowe  $e  lerne,  $yuef  gode  entent. 
J)at  tyme  fat2  fou  shalt  wende, 
And  draghest  vn-to  fy  lyues  ende,      11248 
)3ou  shalt  aske  deuoutely 
Anelyng  to  f y  body ; 
J)o$t3  hyt  be  bro^t  redy  to  fe, 
Asked  behouef  hyt  algate  be.  11252 

3yf  fou  vnwetyng  hyt  haue, 
hyt  helpef  f  e  nat  so  moche  to  sane 
As  $yf  fou  asked4  hyt  by  name  ; 
))us  seyf  fe  apostle  seynt  lame ;         11256 
For  whan  fou  askest  hyt  -with  gode  wyl, 
)3ou  mekyst  f  e  fan  to  fulfyl 
)3e  sacramentes  of  holy  cherche 
with  beleue,  and  gostely  to  werche;   11260 
)3an  ys  holy  cherche  holde  f  urgh  ry^t 
To  pray  for  fe  bofe  day  and  ny$t. 

Hyt  ys  to  be  holde  yn  prys,5 
For  hyt  sauef  man  on  twey  partys;  11264 
Jje  soule  hyt  bryngef  to  saluacyou»,  || 
And  for  hele  of  body  hyt  ys  doura. 

But  many  one  fus  hope  and  seye, 
* Anele  hem  nat  but  fey  shulde  deye ;  1 1 268 
For  ^yf  he  turne  a$en  to  lyfe, 
He  shulde  lygge  no  more0  by  hys  wyfe.' 
Al  f  o  fat  beleuef  f  ys, 

1  getest.         a  pou.  trowest  >at.         y  f>ogti. 
4  askedest.     5  yn  gret  prys.     6  no  more 


V<-  fu  1'apostle  dampne  De,  7920 

E  seint  eglise  1'ad  rcwferme" 

Pur  mult  grant  vtilite. 
t  f  Ki  de  bon  qeor  receit  cost  sacremewtb 

Deuawt  siiuc  deuiement,  7 '.'•_'  t 

Mar  dutera  rencu?»brement 
t  Be  Tenimi,  le  viel  serpent ; 

Car  pa?-  tant  ces  venialsd  peche^ 
§  Serru?it  a  chescu?i  pardune^  ;  7928 

||  Ki  dcs  mortels  est  bien  /v^fes, 

"Plus  seuremewt  peot  murir  apres. 
t  IF  Quant  a  cest  haut  sacrement, 
t  Vus  frai  vn  amonestement,  7932 

t  *  Qe  VMS  le  demande^  deuouteme?it 
Qwant  morir  deuej*  seuremewt ; ' 


Ne  vus  vautf  tant  a  salu  7935 

f  Quant  lems  le  vus  fet  saii$  voatre  su, 
t  Qe  qwrtnt  vush  le  aue$  demande 

E  lem^  le  vus  fet  de  vostre  gre. 


comande.        b  le  oingneme?tt.        c  le  soen. 


II  Pur  bien  del  aline  fu  establi, 
||  E  pur  sancte  del  cors  autresi;  7940 

Si  deuouteme?zt  le  receue^,         [leaf  losj 

Alegge  mwlt1  vus  sentere^. 
f  IF  Les  vns  (j[uide?it  foleme?zt,k  7943 

t  Qe  pus  qe  receu  vnt  le  sei?it  oigneme^it,1 

t  Lur  femmes  ne  poent  aprocher,m 
Ne  su?i  barun  lan  mulier; 

d  veniaus.       e  dotez.       f  vaut  mie.       8  lionu 
h  Cum  kwaut.         {  Mut  alege  [leaf  61]. 
k  mut  f.         1  vnt  receu  eel  sacrement. 
m  purrunt  tocher.         n  la  bone. 


Mind  you  aslc  in  good  Time  for  Extreme,  Unction.    Now  of  Shrift.     349 


wykkcdly  ))ey  beleue1  a-mys.  11272 

Holy  clierche  make))  no  menyng,     [leaf  75] 

lie  pyug  defende  anelyng; 
vn  eiiery  an  euyl  strong — 
lygge  J?««u  sh"ii':  whyle  or  long —        11270 
)5ou  shah  aske  )>ys  sacrament, 
w/t/<  ,ur»'le  wyl  and  gode  entent, 
Syn  hyt  auaylef  but  lygfitly 

•  asked  d.-rwurly.-  11280 

£y  gode  wyl  shal  stonde  for  oght, 
5yf  fou  hyt  aske,  and  liaue  hyt  no^t ; 
For  some  are  now  a-lyue  J>ou  seest, 
And  dede  are  he  may  haue  j>e  preste; 
fcarfoiv,  askr  hyt  be  tyme,  11285 

For,  dej)  cum))  now  as  yn  swyme ; 
yn  euery  sykenes,  aske  hyt  al-weys ; 
God  almy^ty  ys  ry$t  curteys,  11288 

he  see))  )>y  wy],  what  J?ou  wuldest3  haue, 
Hys  mercy  ys  J)e  more  )>e  to  saue. 
Hi'  xu,  y  )>anke  fe  of  ))y  grace, 

ist  lent  me4  wyt  and  space,        11292 
:i  Knglys  for  to  draw.-, 
As  holy  men  haue  seyd  yn  sawe ; 
For  lewed  men  hyt  may  auayle, 
F<>r  IHMII  y  t«.*k«:  Jns  trai:  11296 

Of  J>ys  sacrament  wyl  y  bly//n. 
Of  shryfte,  to  telle,  y  wyl  bygywne  ; 
God  jyue  me  grace  so  to  seye, 
Of  shryfte  to  shewc  ))e  ry^t  weye,5     11300 
.  e  receyue,  are  we  be  went, 
:i«,  ))ys 


T 


bngimnel'  sbrnftc. 

•  >f  grace  )>at  neu*r  ha)>  ende, 
From  whom  al  m///)1,  and  to  al  men 
sende;  [1304 


beleue>. 


2  derwrHy-        *  wnt 
•  shewe  ryghtly  weye. 


E  ceo  ne  trouuw  mie*  escrit 
Qe  nul  seint  neb  le  dit; 
t  En  chescune  maladie  mortel 

t  Se  pet  horn,  &  deit,  enoiller 


794S 


cQ«ant  signe  verra  apert  de  mort; 

Ki  nel  fet,  il  ad  tortc  7952 


•  Coe  ne  t.  poa  en.         b  rnkes. 

.    -  ;..;.. 


t  H  I&m  Crist  seit  graciS, 

t  Qe  mis  ad  sid  auant  mene 

§  Qe  lea  sacreme/is  auum  termim-  : 

E  plus  ne  dimi/y/  de  peche;  7956 

Mes,  auant  <\e  mette®  eonfessinm, 

VMS  dirraif  vn  petit  serin un 

Pur  qei  VMX  ne  deuq  pecher, 

Si  diicement*  vole^  escut<  r ; 
\  li>t  I..M-IH'..  iV  tn;  iurs  fra, 

Ki  crew  m«-  uout,  se"  gardera.          7962 

[As   H.    Iliuinic   does  not  english   this  'petit 
sermun  (Jvd,  ths  Fear  of 

•  i    Death,   the  Last   Jvdgmeid*    4e..   lines 
7963-8648,  I   lea-.  it   in 

the   Roxburghe   Clul*    t.lition,  in    iU  AJ>J> 
Part  II.  (11.  7911-8596),  pp.  426-434.] 

Oaf  1*0  '•<*,  col  «•] 
Le  prologe  de  confessiun 

t  |   iniu-i  --lit,  8649 

(•nluniinesk  tuto  gent 
Qe  nescient  en  cest  muml  dolent,1 

r  frai.         «  ben  me.         h  voct  il  s'en. 

U  lines  M  an  Intixxl 

to  the  >  :>•  of  COH/VJWIMH,  and  heads  this 

first  part  '  ^  ortium : '  leaf  70,  back,  col.  2,  at 
foot        k  Ky  cnluminex.        '  nesent  .  .  jv: 


L 


350     Jesu,  save  its  from  Sin  !    SJirift  Juts  12  Points,  and  lestmvs  12  Graces. 


Of  alle  godenes,  wel  and  bygynnyng  * 

Ys  God  of  heuene,  and  of  erfe  kyng,  § 

Hym  wurschepef  alle,  as  wel  ys  wurfy, 

Gostly  fynges  as  weyl  as  dedly,         11308 

Alle  creatures  doim  hym  onoure,  [leaf  75,  coi.s] 

Ihesu,  fat  ryche  emperoure ; 

£ou,  Ihesu,  ly$t  my  soule  wz't/i-ynne, 

And  graunte  me  swyche  to  bygyrcne  11312 

pat  hyt  rnowe  be,  J>e  to  queme, 

And  vs  alle  fro  syrcne  ^eme ! 

Nanily,  of  shryfte  so1  to  seye, 

£at  we  mow  make  vs  redy  wey          11316 

A^ens  fe  fende,  J)at  ys  oure  fo, 

Jjarto  God  graiwte  vs  alle  to  go. 

2Twelue  poyntes  fyr  are  yn  shryfte, 
And  twelue  graces  of  here  3.yfte,         11320 
And  yn  alle  fese,  are  but  fre  * 
whycb  are  to  do,  and  whych  are  to  fle. 

To  telle  hyt  shortly,  alle3  at  gesse, 
J3e  fyrst  ys  fe  grete  godenesse,  i        11324 
How  yt  3yueb  hem  grace  to  fryue, 
J3o  men  fat  wyl  blef ely  hem  shryue ; 
Syf en,  fro  what  f  yng  men  shulde  hem  loke  | 
))at  shryfte  blely  vndyrtoke;  ||  11328 

And  how  many  f  ynges,  behouef  hem  haue,  § 
J)at,  ry^tly,  here  shryfte  wyl  craue.    | 

Yn  tokeriyng,  to  holde  vs  lowe,  ° 
And  oure  wykkednes  for  to  knowe,   11332 
Hyt  ys  ordeyned,  f  urgfc  Goddys  3yfte,  i 
To  man,  for  to  knowc  oure  shryfte. 

For  vnbuxuwnesse  of  oure  fadyr  Adam  £ 
And  Eue — furgft  pryde  fat  fyrst  cam, 
feat  Goddes  commaiwde'mewt  fey  brake —  j| 


now. 
al. 


2  See  French,  1.  9605,  p.  351,  note  c. 


de  bens  [If.  71].         b  La  s.  g.  nomeement. 
ahourent  ly.         d  f.  veirs  ly  i?nmortel. 
tuz  bens  es  B,  treis  .  .  A. 
tele  chose.         8  seez  paiez.         h  auom. 
a  dire.         k  La  primere  est,  confessiun  loer. 
E  sa  g?-ant  bunt^  demustrer. 


Nomeme?it  la  seinte*  gent ! 1(  8652 

*  Funtaine  des  biens  originel, 
§  Qe  reis  est  de  tere  &  de  ciel ! 

Tei  aurent  lesc  mortels, 
t  Si  fuwt  certes  les  nent  mortels,d        8656 

Qo  de  tuz  biens  estese  auctur, 
t  Ih«ni,  li  riche  empereur  ! 
t  Ma  alme,  du^  sire,  enlumine^, 
t  E  cliosef  dire  me  g^Ymtcj  8660 

t  Du??t  v?/s,  Ihesu,  a-paie^          [leaf  no] 
t  Seie^s  &  tun  people  amende;, 
t  De  confessiim  nomement, 

Du?it  mester  vnth  taut  soue?zt.  8664 

*  U  Treis  choses  desir  dire,1 
Si  pleisir  vus  fust,  du$  sire ; 

i  [1]  Confessiun  lire  tant  auant.k 

E  mustrer  la  bunt6  g^-ant.1  8668 

|  [2]  Pus  vodrei  mustrer,m 

Des  qwels  chosesn  se  deit  garder 
||  Ki  dreit0  se  vodra  eowfesser, 

E  de  peche  aquiter.P  8672 

§  U  La  tierce  chose  qe  voil  cunter 

Est,  cu??i  bien  des  choses  deit1!  auer 
|   Ki  dreit  ces  peches  vout  cunterr 

Qwant  il  se  deit  confesser.  8676 

Comencu??^  dune  de  pa?'  Ihesu,8 

De  cowfessiun  dire  la  vertu. 

Pur  qey  confessiun  fu  establi.1 

0  Un  signe  de  humiliaciun 

1  ^  Establi  Deu  co7^fessiun,  8680 
S  Pur  ceo  qe  ne  furettt  obedient" 

Par  orgoil,  le  premer  parent, 
b  Qwant  debrusere?zt  le  comattdemerct 

Da??ipne  Deu  omnipotent.  8684 

Par  fine  resun  couient,v 
c  Pus  qe  Deu  home  deuintx 

Ap?'es  le  in-carnaciun, 

Qe  home  fest  ay  autre  co?ifessiun,     8688 

m  La  secunde  chose  dunt  voil  parler. 
n  Est  de  quele  chose  horn.         °  ben. 
P  This  line  omitted.         ^  couent. 
r  a  dreit  ses  p.  uoet  mustrer.         8  deu. 
*  De  confessiun  e   de   ses  uertuz    [on  If.  71  > 
col.  1]. 

u  ke  f.  mobedient. 

v  Couendreit  par  fin  resun.         x  devint  horn. 

y  a  B,  om.  A. 


We  must  all  confess  our  Sins.  The  1st  Point  of  Shrift :  Confess  with  a  free  Heart.  351 


Pus  qe  en  char  uenu  esteit 
Gil  qe  tres  bien  nos  mals  saueit. 


8690 


knowlaehyng  l>ehuur)>  vs  alK:  make; 

And  jmrgti  a-nutlur  resun  ry$t  gode, 

Syn  lhes\i  Cryst  toke  flesshe  and  blode,  * 

And  was  closed  yn  oure  man-hede,    11341 

And  wyst  oure  wykkednes  &  oure  nede, 

To  man  behouej)  vs  to  telle  oure  trespas, 

Syn  he  knew  alle  J>at  yn  man  was.     11344 

For  whan  we  shryue  vs  to  J)e  preste, 

To  God  we  she  we  vs  yn  mannes1  breste ;       Jirunne  both,  use  the  same  General  Prologue  (p. 

fran  wotc  bofl=  Cod  and  man,  vw  11347  I^T^uis^^^/lT^  at 

Oure  lyfe,  J>at  alle  may  wete2  and  kan ; 

Now  we  shul,  telle  30 w  sone, 

what  ys  to  leue,  and  what  to  done. 


[A.  (Harl.  273)  proceeds  with  the  '  graces'  or 
virtues  of  Shryfte  (lines  8691-9596,  printed  here 
after  the  poyntes,  pages  871-396),  putting  the 
'Virtues'  first,  and  the  'poyntes'  afterwards. 
B.  (Hart.  4657)  with  the  exception  of  using  the 
General  Confession  Prolog  as  a  Confession-  Virtues 
noe  —  see  note  ',  p.  349)  has  Hie  same  arrangement 
as  Roberd  of  Brunne,—the  requisites  for  the  act 
first,  and  the  benefits  of  it  afterwards.  A. 
Brunne  both  use  the  same  General  Prologue  ( 


given  below,  lines  9597-9610.] 


tbc  fnrstc  ponnt  of  shrnftc. 

fie  fyrst  poynt  of  J>y  shryfte  owe))  to  be, 
'  \\-iUt  Jjy  gode  wyl  and  herte  fre,        11352 
whan  J)ou  art  yn  )>y  lyfe  l>est, 
Awey  JJQU  shalt  )>y  sy//m:  kt.-st;' 
For  fan  wurschepest  )>ou  God  aboue, 
And  forsakest  Jjy  synne  for  hys  loue. 


P 


[leaf  176,  back,  fol.  1,  latt  W«#.J 

Ci  comence  de  '-"//fessiun. 

iiiiirs,de  sun  ein*  degre,  [if.  ITS, bk.,  coi. t] 

9612 


force  &  b  necessite, 
Ales  par  tac  bone  volunte, 
Cunter  deue^  tun  ped 
I  Le  seiwt  prophete  da//»i>n«-  I 
Qe  le  reyd  Dauid  est  i\\ 
Dist  qe  a  Deu  dc  maiste 


1  )auvd  seyb,  yn  wurde  to  fulfyl,  +  11357   4-  Se  eowfessereit  i>ar  sa"  voluntc. 

v  *  O     ml     f^rt^v    %-fcA    li^f    I^\I^A      A^l%j-vM    l^*,    ^Ix-kii* 


God  shrofe  hyw  w/t/t  hys3  gode  wyl;  | 
it  tyl  )>ou  most  nedly, 

J-an  liyt  ys  w/t//  furs  and  maystry  ; 
);    i  .-ln-yu'-st  J>e  |>an  for  drede,  11361 

Nat  for  loue,  but  more  for  nede; 


1F  Ceo  ne  fist  mie  Aclior  le  rhritil'. 

Qe,  apres  qe  ilf  fu  pris, 

E*  de  larcine  ateint  cum  felun, 

Dune  pmnes  t  >iun. 

Qe,  qwant  leh  dustiv  d«-l 

Qe  out  a  nun  sire  Iosu£ 

Prist  lericho,  la  cite, 


9616 


9624 


1  inannes  0,  goddes  11. 
8  hys  0,  o,, 

2  wyte. 

c  ta  A,  om.  B.  d 
•  Confesser  couent  \ 
t  Ky  aprcs  »'> 

Ky  roy. 
ir*  «  E,  B,  om.  A. 

»  tun  ain  [If.  66,  line  16]. 

b  &  sanz. 

'»  Km/nt  ly. 

U  *La  inaiuTf  dirru/i/  i»r«»,  coment     9597 
Confesser  H<>  ili-iu»-//t  la  gent; 
Ceo  eat  le  tieiOC  <c    v//x  | •/•"!!. 

,.-;  I.-  pur  l»cu  tutdis.*  9600 

1T  Deu  de  ciel  couicnth  reciere — 

.!  ri.-u  IP-  p//,TM/// 
Qe  il 

*— »  De  confessiun  pur  coo  dirruin 

Si  cum  ]  nioni  [If.  66,  col.  1]. 

b  deuom.        '   i-n  \»>\\\\\.        d  Issifen 


9604 


Chose  dire  du//f! 

f  'Dusje  choses  couientf  auer 

Qe  dreit*  se  vodera  confeaser ; 

I'urrai,  ajxirt< 
Lea  cunterai,  A 
hGarde  JHTIH^  «-n 
Car  le  profit  e*/  mult  grant.h 

•  /?.  has  here  the  heading  'Coroent  IIONI  sedeit 
confvuser.'        '  deit.        •  a  dreit 
These  two  linea  are  on 


M08 

9610 


33 '2     The  1st  Point  of  Shrift.     The  Bible-Story  of  Achor  s  false  Confession. 


J)an  seme)>  liyt  bat  hyt  shulJe  be 

£at  by  sy/me  forsake))  be.  11364 

•Swyche  shryfte  made  Acor  be  befe  :  ° 

whan  he  shulde  go  to  pyne  grefe,  || 

He  shrof  hys  sy«ne,  how  he  hadde  stole  | 

J3re  byngi-s  bat  lie  hade  forhole,          11368 

A  mantle  of  skarlet,  a  rolle  of  golde,* 

And  syluer,  he  hydde  vndyr  molde ;  § 

Yn  be  byble  men  mow  hyt  se, 

Yn  fe  story  of  losue.  1 1372 


Ouesqe  sa  gent  qe  il  ot  men6,a 

Sun  people  deffendi  estreiteme?it 

'  Qe  il  ne  coueitasse?it  nient  9628 

Qe  fust  troue  en  la  cite", 

Mes  tut  remist  escomeuge.' 

Achor,  vn  de  ecus  esteit 

Qe  losue  eel  hure  meneit ; b  9632 

Encimtre  le°  oomandem^nt 

Fist  Achord  ape/'tement ; 

Vn  Mantel  d'escharlet  embla, 

E  vne  reule  d'or  qe  il  coueita,6          9636 

E  vint  sou$ f  de  argerat  qe  il  troua ; 

Desu}  la  tere  tut  nmsca ; « 


Nul  home  ne  1'aparceueit, 

Car  priuement  le  feseit.  9640 

hA  la  bataille  est  ale, 
Le  people  de  Israel  fu  clame, 
Vencu  furent  par  dou$  fee,h 
Qe  Deu  od*  eu$  fu  coruce.  9644 

losue  esteit  mult  dolent 
Qe  enk  bataille  penli  sa  gent ; 
Ducemewt  ad  Deu  prie 

*  Qe  il1  dist  pur  qei  dou$  fee  9648 
Sun  people  en  bataille  fu  uencu.'  [leaf  177] 
Deu  lu  adm  respundu 

*  Qe  vn  del  host  vstn  trespasse, 

Qe  il  aueit  chose  emble  9652 

De  ceo  qe  f  u  escome?*ge  ; 

E  ia  n'ert  sun  corouce  asuage0 

lesqe  tant  qe  ilp  fut  troue 

Cil  qe  out  fet  cest4!  peche,  9656 

E  digne  peine  susfresist 

Pur  ler  trespas  qe  il  fist, 

Sun  people  ne8  eidereit 

Ausi  cum  il*  auant  soleit.'  9660 

II  Mut  esteit  sira11  losue 
En  sun  qeor  angusse  ; v 
Estreiteme?it  se  purpe?zseit 

a  la  gent  k'il  out  araen6. 

b  Ky  oue  I  .  .  .  esteit  [If.  66,  col.  2]. 

c  sun.         d  cest  Achor. 

«  roel  de  or  k'il  desira.      f  .xx.  sits.     «  mussa. 

h— h      Kwant  a  la  bataile  sunt  venu 

Le  pople  de  Israel  esteit  vencu, 

E  coe  esteit  par  deus  fee. 
'  \\iir  Deus  oue.         k  K'il  en  la.         ]  K'il  ly. 

III  ly  ad  ben.        n  ad. 

0  E  .  .  .  asuage  B,  om.  A. 


9664 


Comerat  cely  trouereit 

Qe  fet  aueit  celx  peche 

Duwt  Deu  esteit  tant  coruce.y 

H  Par  sort,  al  drein  qe  ad  iete, 

Achor,  le  larun,  ad  troue.  9668 

Meintenarat  Tad  comande" 

Qe  il  cuwtast  sun  peclie. 

Qwant  Achor  vist  qe  il  fu  pn's, 

Eschaper  ne  poeit  li  cheitifs;  9672 

A  force  li  couint2  cunter, — 

Qe  il  ne  vot  auant1111  grcmter, — 

Comerat  il  le  mantel  embla, 

E  la  reule  de  or  qe  coueita,bb  9676 

E  les  deners  qecc  enporta, 

E  ou  en  tere  le  musca.dd 

losue  ad  tutee  troue 

Sicum  Achor  aueit  cu?ite ;  9680 

A  sun  people  ad  comawde 

Qe  Achor  fust  lapide, 

Qe,  ateintff  esteit  cum  larun ; 

E  pur  ceo  fist  ewfessiun,  9684 

Ne  mie  de  sun  ein  degre* ;  %% 

Pur  ceo  fu  Deu  coruce". 

U  Achor  suwthh  trestu^  cil  horn         9687 

Qe"  co?ifessiun  fu?zt  de  larun ;   [if.  177,  coi.  2] 

P  a  tant  k'il.         *i  Ky  fet  aueit  eel. 

r  sun.         s  Mes  a  dunkes  sun  pople. 

1  En  bataile  cum  avant.         u  duuke  sire. 

v  anguisus  &  ire.         x  cest  vil  [If.  66,  bk.]. 

y  B.  omits  this  line. 

z  Par  f.  comniensa  a. 

*""•  K'il  avant  ue  vout.        bb  roile  de  or  desira. 

<*  k'il.         dd  il  les  mussa.         ee  tretut. 

ff  Kar  ateient.         8g  A  forcernent  par  sun  gre. 

hh  suent.         H  Ky. 


The 


;  of  Shrift:   'Shrive  thce  hastily'  at  once. 


Qe  iesqes  point*  de  la  mort 
Ne  se  eonfessent,  il  vnt  tort ; 

i\  in-  undent  eschaper, 
Dune  se  veillent  cowfesser ; 
Ceo  vient,  me  semble,  de  pour, 

amur.1' 
Pur  ce->  \>t-<  ad  amoneste 

.ion  li  seiie, — 

*  le  point. 


9689       Vif  &  sein  \us  (vmfessej,  9697 

E  seuremewt  morir  VMX  po«  : 

Mit  le  cors  ex*  enfebli 

9692       E  les  sen$  suwt  enmorti,  9700 

Melem<>/it  se  peot  duwc  purpenser, 
E  sa  vie  recur 

sun  qeor 
9696       A  la  Maladie  couieut  duner.  9704 

b  E  ne  . .  duz  amur.  B.  omits  the  next  ten  lines. 


f  lie  ^cni"bf  poimt  of  sljrgftf. 

)>e  secunde  poynt  ys  next  fyr-by, 
'  Jwt  j>ou  shalt  shryue  )>e  hastyly ;' 
For  whan  J)ou  doust1  yn  longe  respyte, 
hyt  ys  for^ete,  )>at  long  ys  olyte.         11:570 
Seynt  Bernard  jjarfore,  to  swych  chyt,  * 
And  seyj)  '  moche  for^yt,  )>at  longe  abyt' 

Anoufer  skyl  ys,  J)at  j>ou  shalt  hyt  haste,  j 
For  yn  )>y  sy;nie  )?y  lyfe  ys  waste ;    11380 
•  lit- 


L 


rHastiue  deit  estre  <•  >/<fessiun. 
e  secund  de  co/jfessiun'1 

Deit  estre  acceleraciun ; 
Car,  acu/ites  mis  en  delay, 
M'/lt  su/tt  vblie^,6  creej  mei :  9708 

*  Le  sei/itf  m'ad  tesmoine 

Qe  ducemewt  pa/-ole  de  dawpne  De\« 
4.  H  far  vn  autre  bone  resun 
Hauster  deue;  confessiun  h  9712 

A})/-es  ceo  qe  aueras  peche, 
Car,  pur  chescu/j  li  npne  D6 


97  1C 


9720 


:u 

Iesqek  vus  \u#  confessej, 
Si  oportunite  troue^1 
Qe  cowfesse^1"  vus  poe^. 
1f  Pur  la  tierce  resun  ausi 
Tost  \U8  co?*fe8se$,  e'en  \u*  di  ; 
Car,  tant  c\\m  en  peche  mortel 
-05,  de  la  cuwpainie  de  ciel 

r£°  estes,  et  de  seiwt  eglise  ; 
I  'liter  ne  deue$  en  nule  guise.  9724 

1  1  ne  quant,  [leaf  m,  back] 
Des  biens  qe  ele  fet  auant  :  ' 
i<m  tant  cum  a  eel  Imp 
••n  mortel  pech6  gysej," 
Ne  vtu  pwrra  pur  veir1  val«-i 

est, 


i 


c  La  secunde  chose  ke  apent  a 
haster. 

i.a  secunde  chose  ke  a  c.  aiwnt. 
•  Hut  funt  obleiz. 
'  bmiard[lf.  66,  bk.,col. 
(  Ky  tant  ben  ad  de  deu  j  • 
h  Master  d.  a  c<n 
1  K.-sun  s.  .1.  i-.-ii-livx. 
k  Gis  la  ke.        >  Si  lu  it  tens  trouc  aiez. 
onfener. 


A  la  grant  ioie  de  ciel  auer  ; 

Pur  ceo  co«fessiun  deuej"  haster. 

Par  ensample  \u*  voil  mustrer          9732 

A  ces  qe  voillent  escuter. 

"  ?io  fja\t  ii>  //>••  MS.] 

Si  de  lepre  fussej  feruj, 
!•'  niesel  de  tute  gent  t«  : 
11  i»///-  (  •«•<»  fusse^  seuer^ 

lokM  'ii  vne  bele  < 

;li  de  tu^,  »V  pain  <|"'rant,  — 

^t  li  autre  im-n.liaiit,  — 
De  tant  cu;/i  vu*  fusse;  deuant 
Plus  riches  &  pl//>-  vaillant, 
De  tute  la  gent  \>\H.<  lumuri 
Qe  menoie/it  en  cele  cit^,  9744 

»  ioe  vu*  pri.    See  KM  Ji-li.  1.  11385,  next  |*go. 
0  Seuere  B,  Seur  A,  and  omits  '  et' 
/  tant  ne  auerex. 

Leant 

r  ben  ke  a  eel  houre  frees  pur  ueir. 
•  B.  omit*  this  line.        l  p.  de  ran. 

.lies  a  con  I 

'  ^.  omiU  from  here  to  line  9790,  4Me«  ceo 
MhM  -il.  in.  in-  nt/     BodOM    \i  m.-l.-l  Ji-.  If.  M, 


Me.,  col.  2. 


\   \ 


354     The  2nd  Point  of  Shrift.     Till  Confession,  you  lose  Heavenly  Bliss. 


For,  as  moche  as  J>o  tyme  doj>  amoiwte, 
For  eue>y  cure,  shalt  JJGU  ^elde  acounte, 
3yf  hyt  so  were,  J>ou  myjtest  had  space, 
And  wuldest  nat  come  to  shryfte  ne  grace. 

3yt,  J>yr  ys  J>e  )>red  resun1  11385 

)>at  hastyly  shal  J>y  shryfte  be  doim ; 
For  yn  fat  tyme  J>at  )>y  synne2  ys, 
J)ou  art  departed  fro  heuene  blys,       11388 
And  fro  alle  J>e  felawrede 
Jjat  shulde  J)e  helpe  at  fy  nede, 
And  fro  J>e  preyers  of  holy  cherche, 
And  fro  alle  gode  dedes,  J>at  men  J>er  werche ; 
Alle  ])e  prayers,  mt//-oute  fayle,         11393 
To  J>e  blys  of  heuene,  }>e  mow  nat  auayle. 

Algate  y  rede,  )>ou  do  gode  dede ; 
To  ryse  fro  sy?zne,  hyt  wyl  )>e  spede,  11396 
And  bettyr  wyl  hyt  pay  God  almy^t, 
And  j>y  penauwce  shal  be  J>e  more  ly^t, 
And,  J>e  more  grace  shalt  ]?oii  haue, 
fee  for  to  shryue  and  saue.        [6  #?///.]  11400 


Tant  plz^  harrc;,  ne  dutej*  mie, 

Longes  gisir  en  meselerie  ; 

Vo-s^re  sante  mwlt  tost  querre; 

Si  VMS  pusse^  estre  sane^. 

U  Ausi,  pur  fere  aptaciim, 

Crere  deit  <fc  sauer  chescun, 

Qe  home  en  peche  mortel 

Est  vn  leprus  espiritel, 

Hors  de  vue  grcnit  cite 

Par  sun  peche  est  engete, 

De  seint  eglise,  ou  regne  Dee, 

Qe  est  cite  apele,— 

Car  cite  est,  en  p?-oprete^, 

V  plusurs  par  vne  ley  su//t 

Ausi  tute  seinte  eglise 

En  la  qele  est  diuerse  seruise, 

Par  vne  lai  est  guie  ; 

Duter  deit  nul  creistiene  ; 

La  ley  est  charite  &  amur 

Paru?it  la  guie  le  creatur.    [if.  177,  bk.,  coi.  2] 

Ki  plus  est  par  fit  en  charite,  9765 

Plus  est  par  dreit  honure 

Pur  sun  poer  &  sa  bunte  ; 

Mes  qw«nt  il  chiet  en  peche,  9768 

_  X 


9748 


9752 


9756 


9760 


Esclos  est  de  ceste  cite. 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

Mult  est  dunqes  a  blainer, 

Quant  se  targe  cmfesser  9772 

Pur  estre  reconcilie' 

A  seinte  eglise,  la  bele  cite 

Ou  il  esteit  tant  honure, 

Cum  cil  qe  serui  darapne  Dee ;          9776 

Mes  esclos  est  par  sun  peche, 

Cum  lepruj  des  sein$  engete. 

Mwlt  est  a  blamer  plus 

Qe  ne  est  certes  vn  ord  lepru;,          9780 

Qe  sante  pwreit  quere, 

Mes  pa?*  peresce  nel  uout  fere, 

De  tant  ad  plws  g?*«nt  blame. 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.]  9784 

1  See  French,  1.  9719,  &c.  last  page. 

2  synne  0,  shryfte  H. 

a  'dut'inMS. 

b  ensamnple  (in  margin),  resun  Arundel. 


U  Pur  ceo,  est  sante  espiritel 
Plus  a  quere  qe  corporel ; 
Deu  est  certes  maupaie, 
Qe  salu  del  alme  e#t  tant  vblie. 
H  Pa?*  meinte  resun1'  vw*- 
Qe  tost  \us  deue^  confesser ; 
Mes  ceo  sache$d  certeineme??t, 
Qe  chescun  plws  legerement 
De  sun  peche  releuera, 
E  da??ipne  Deue  meu^  paiera, 
Plus  legeremewt  penance  fra, 
E  meus  de  pecher  se  desteudra/ 
Plus  grant%  grace  receuera, 
Ki  plus  tost  se  confessera 
Ap?*es  qe  enh  peche  est  chau$ ; 
Ki  ceo  ne  fet,  il1  est  decu$. 


9788 
prouer 

9792 


9796 


9800 


c  purrai  B,  Ar. ;  purra  A.         d  seureraent. 
e  E  deu  del  eel.         f  defendra. 
K  E  greindre.        h  coe  k'en. 
1  Ky  coe  fet  ne. 


The  3rd  Point  of  Shrift.     Your  Confession  must  be  full  and  freqwnt.     .S3 5 


(The  h'c5  popnt  of  shrnfte. 

)>•  j>ryd  poynt  of  j>y  shryfte, 

'  <  >pu/>ly  )>yii  ht-rtr  vj»  lyfte  :' 

So  byt  God  to  me  and  jje, 

J):it  opimly  shal  )>y  shryftl1  l^e.  11404 

unon  to  vs  sey)>,  and1  kallej),  * 
1  Seuene  tymes  on  a  day  J>e  ry^twys  maw 

fallej) ; ' 

As  ofte  jmn  behouej)  J)e  ryse,  } 
3yf  J>ou  lyue  yn  ry$t  seruyse.  11408 

]3us  seyj>  )>e  clerke  seynt  Austyne, 
))at  was  a  mayster  of  dyuyne,2 
'  3yf  jjou  to  many  prestes  atwynne,  ^ 
Al  holyche  wylt  shryue  J)y  synne,      1 14 1  - 
Jjou  shalt  fynde  grace  and  for^yuenes,   I 
Ami  mede  to  )>e,  for  J)y  mekenes.' 

Jjre  J>ynges  mayst  J)ou  fyndr, 
)p  it  \vyl  )>e  oute  of  synne  bynde  ;        11416 

])e  fyrst  ys,  )>at  J>ou  mayst  lere,  § 
And  many  dyuere  samples3  here, 
Of  eue/y  prest,  a  lessoiw,  || 
To  knowu  )>y  saluacyou;/ ;        [leaf  76]   11420 
3yf  )>ou  haue  herde  of  many  a-pryse, 
f)c  more  )>ou  canst,  of  queyntyse. 

f>e  touj>e?'  me  )>enke)>  a  gode  resoun,  ° 
J)at  quyte)>  )>e  fro  dampnacyoiw,         11424 
))e  ofter  )>at  J>ou  shewest  )>y  blame, 
Jjf  more  me  )>enke)>  foil  liast  of  shame  ;   | 
|>e  shame  )>at  J>on  hast  yn  )>y  shewyng, 
hy t  ys  fo^yuenes,  to  gode  endyng.  j     1  1  1  _  - 

)3e  )>red,  ys,  |>at  )>e  weyi  weres,4 
For  fou  shalt  be  yn  alle  preyere 

1  8cyl>  &  to  us.         2  (l.-uyn.         ::  .s.un].U>. 
4  Glossed  'kejx*  'in  Oxf. ;    'kcpy)>'  in  Harl., 
by  a  later  hand. 

»  B  [If.  67].    A  has  no  heading. 

rte.        c  rij.  Bex  de. 
^  V.  «  Met  ne. 

f  «lreitunw  .  .  morteus. 

«  Ky.        h  A.  .  .  de  chescun 

1  a.  chescun  pechez. 


La  t/'-rce  chose,  ke  ta 
salt  drait* 

Courrnele1'  deit  estre  confessiun,     9801 

^  Ceo  deit  sauer  chescun  horn  ; 

Qe  set  fe  lec  iur  pecln; 

Sicuw  nus  dist  Salomon, —  [ie»f  ITS]  9804 

Xeis'1  home  qe  est  dreiturels 

Ne  duste  mie  des  pechdj  mortels ; f — 

A  tint  de  fei;e  couent  leuer, 

Si*  grace  de  Deu  vot  pwrciia. .  i  . —  9808 

Car  souent  les  mains  couent  lauer. 

Qe*  nettes  les  vcnlra  garder ; 

Apres  chescuneh  suillure 

Couient  auer  vne  laiuire ;  9812 

Ausi,  ap>*es  qe  vus  peche$,' 

Chescune  fee  rowfessiun 

IT  Ki  eime  espiritele  beaute, 

Souent  se  confesse1  de  -  9816 

Car,  beaute  &  roufessiun 

Sunt  entreiure  cumpainun. 

U  Autrement  face  souernelem 

Confessiun,  qe  bien  veutn  fere  ;         '.'^Ji) 

nt  cum  a  plw-y  prestres0  mustro) 
Vos  peche$,  tautp  meuj  frej, 
Plw«  to.-1  nt  pardon 

Ceo  dist  seint  Austin,  li  lettrej.'i 
1T  Par  autre  plusurs  resunr 
Fere  le  deit  chescuw  liom. 
IF  La  premere  est  pur  cointise, 
Car  chescun  prestre  en  sa  -  9828 

Vw  mustra  voie  &  salu' 
De  eschure  enfernal1  fu  ; 
£  cum  de  plusurs  aue;  apmevu 
Plus  pwrrej  sauer  de  cointise/ 
U  Pur  hunt  est  Tautre  resiin, 
Qe  ost  en  chescune  confessiun 
La  greignore  partie,  ben*  sauu//'. 
De  peche  satisfactiun  ; 
Tant  cum  a  plusurs  vu*'  mrmtrej, 

k  Confeaser  ben  via  deucz. 
1  confeasera.        ni  A.  .  .  ke  aeit  aouencir. 
TSI  tacont  .  .  voiU  ben. 

A  i>luaure  pr.  .  .  dunke. 

edeUnt. 

le  wnex.        r  antret  pi.  .  .  reauna. 

M.  .  .  a  TIM  reie  de  aalu.        l  le  en 

apria  auerex. 

De  pluaun  queinttae  porterei. 

ben  le  [If.  67,  col.  2].        r  plus. 


356    The  3rd  Point.    Hidden  Sins  shall  le  reveald  at  Doomsday.     The  ±th  Point. 


Of  alle  )>e  prestes  )>at  )>e  haue  shryue,  * 

As  longe  tyme  as  euer  )>ey  lyue,         1 1432 

For  )>ey  are  holde  J>ar-vn-to ; 

j>e  order  of  prest  wyl  hyt  be  so ; 

)>e  mo  prestes  )>at  for  J?e  prey,  J 

)>e  sumier1  art  J>ou  yn  gode  wey  ;        11436 

And,  at  )>e  day  of  lugement,  $ 

To  God  )>ey  shul  make  )>y  present, 

)>at  )>ou  were  clene  shryue,  || 

And  J?at  J>ey  mow  be  )>e  for^yue.         11440 

)>o  j>at  J)ou  hast  here  hyd, 
purgh  alle  jje  werld  J>ey  shul  be  kyd, 
And  aske  dome  on  ]je  Jjere, 
pat  )>ou,  of  hem,  neuer  shryue  were ;  1 1444 
For  alle  J>yng  j>at  cue?'  $yt  was,  || 
Shal  J>e  acoupe  of  ))y  trespas ; 
)3e  sywnc  hymself  shal  forwreye ;  § 
)5yn  Inwyt,  on  J>e  self,  J)e  dome  shal  leye.  | 


hu/ite  auere}  ;a 
E  cum  \y\us  souewt  hu^te  ad  hom,b 

|  Pltw  seur  seit  il  dec  p«>-il\iii.  9840 

U  De  auter  part,d  pur  oreisuns 
Dunt  MM  grant  mester  auums  ;  [if.  ns,  ,x>i.  2] 

*  Car,  cil  qee  ta  cowfessiun  orrunt, 
Pwr  \usf  prier  tenu  serruTzt ;  9844 

}  E  cum  plus  auere$  intercessiirs,^ 
Pitts  de  pa?*dun  seie^  seurs  ; h 
Car,  ausi  cum  dist  seiwt  Austin, 
Estre  ne  peot  a  nule  fin  9848 

Qe  meus  en  pn'ant  ne  seient  oy, 
Tant  est  Deu  plein  de  Merci. 
H  II1  ausi  tesmoineruTit, 
4  Qek  co?dessiun  orrunt  9852 

Deuaiit  le  iuge  dreiturel, 
Qwant  al  drein  iur  vendra  iuge>- ; '  § 

||  Qe  cowfes  estes  pleinement,1 
Du?ic  passere^  plus  seuremeTit.  9856 

U  Mwlt  au ere/it  duncm  acusurs, 
Alias,  cheitifn  pecheurs, 

||  De  tute  rien  qe  est  crie,° 


Serruwt  dunqe  acuse ; p  9860 

§  Lur  peche^  les  acuserunt/i 

E  il  memes  se  iugeruwt, 
|  E  Iur  demeine  conscience 

Encuwtre  eu$  durra  sentence.  9864 

a  auom,  and  the  next  line  omitted. 
b  h.  .  auom.         c  s.  seum  de  auer. 


p. 


il  funt  pur  mis. 
tai. 


e  ecus  ke. 
8  p.  .  de  int. 


Alia},  qe  vnqes  fure?it  ne^ 
Qe  ensir  celent  Iur  peche^  ! 
E  imdt  sunt  cil  benure} 
Qe  bien  cowfes  su?it  deuie}. 


9868 


h  p.  tost  de  p.  seur  seez  (and  omits  the  next  four 
lines).          i  E  il. 

k  Ky  vostre.        l  Ky  .  .  .  plenerement. 

m  A  eel  houre  aucroms  muz.         n  les  chaitifs. 

0  sunt  cree.        P  encuse. 

fi  encuserunt.         r  Ky  ici. 


>e  four^e  jojjnt  of  sljrgftc, 

])Q  fourfi;  poynt,  ful  feyre  hyt  ys, 
•*  yn  shryfte  to  haue  mekenes.'  * 

She  chese  j>at  vertu,  oure  lady,  |    11451 
So  seyj)  "  magnificat,"  here  owne  storye,  ° 
•*  J)e  grete  mekenes  many  folde 
Yn  hys  hand-mayden,  God  wide  beholde.'  f 

Syn  mekenes  ys  so  noble  a  3yfte, 


L 


8  A.  omits  this  heading. 


oblie. 


La  qiiarte  chose  est  humilite.8 

a  bele  vertue  de  humilite 

En  ccwfessiun  ne  seit  cele,1 
Pur  ceo  qe  ele  est  tresbele  vertu, 
':  La  duce  dame  1'ad  eslu  :  9872 

o  En  '  Magnificat '  qe  ele  f eseit, 

Dist  qe  '  Deus  regardereit u 
|  De  sa  ancele  lav  humilit^ ; ' 
Par  tant  nus  ad  ensample  dune,        9876 
Cum*  deuu??z  ceste  vertue  amer, 

11  regardast.         v  B,  A.  om.        x  Ke  mis. 


The  4th  Point  of  Shrift:  Meekness.     Christ  and  the  Leper.     The  oth  Point.     357 

For-jete1  hyt  nat  yn  joure  shryfte.     11456       Ea  en  eoNfessiun  nient  vblier.  9878 

So  spekef  f  e  gospel  of  f  ys  vertu,  [if.  76,  col.  •] 

How  a  mesyl  come  to  Iliesu.  I 

w/tA  ,ur"<l'v  wyl.  and  on  knees  hym  sette,  J 

And  ful  myldely,  Ih'.<u  he  grette  ;     11460 

"lorde,"  he  seyd,  "  foil  mayst  me  saue 

>vf  fr.u  wylt,  and  y  hele  haue."  i 

Ili'.--ii  sagli  liys  nivMciies,  11463 

An<  I  seyd  "  y  wyl  hele,  alle  fy  sykenes."  § 

He  fat  ys  yn  dedly  sy?iiie, 
Gostely  he  ys  a  mesyl  wt't/j-ynne  ;  * 
He  fat  wyl  hys  hele  seke, 
To  hys  prest  he  mote  be  meke ;  ||       1 1468 
}yf  fou  meke  fe  to  fy  prest, 
J)ou  mekes2  fe  to  Goddes  brest; 
$yf  fou  be  to  hym  ful  stour, 
]3ou  doust  to  God  grete  dysonour ;     1 1472 
he  syttef  fere,  yn  Goddys  se ; 
To  deme  fy  SV/MH-.  In-  haf  pouste ; 
3yf  In-  blame  fe  for  fyn  i-uyl. 
fat  fou  hast  serued  mocho  fe  cleuyl,  11476 
ftde  nat   fy  fol;. 

yn  pryde  ne  yn  ypocrysye ;    | 

Kofe/-  on  fy  >t-lf  lye  foil  no$t,  * 

To  seye  fyng  fat  fou  neuer  wrojt;    11480 

\    i  :    ike  nat  fy  synne  to  wreye; 

More  and8  lesse,  behouef  fe  seye.  J 


h*  fnuc|^c:  popnt  of  shrnftc. 

Go  we  now  to  f<-  fyff«-:'  poynt : 

To  fe  f  rydd.'  hyt  ys  a  ioynt,  111-1 

fere  y  spake  of  ofte  shryuyng,  || 

;etel». 


-  ii.rk.-M.  -   l-an 

•  fyfj«  0,  fythe  H. 


»  B,  A.  om.      b  aime.      c  canto  ke  a  duz  ihr«u. 

1  Vn  I.-.1  1.  .  s'en  eat  vcnu.        e  genoil. 

•  1y  pout.       h  E  dc  «»  m.  ben. 
1-1  Omitted.        k  hom  en.        '  genoilluni. 
m  frad.    (Sec  English,  1.  11171 


Ea  en  co?2fessiun  nient  vblier. 
IF  Deus  n«*  ad  ausi  niustr^ 
Qe  en  cowfessant  ey me  b  humilite ;  [if.  ITS,  bk.] 
Qe,  en  Teuflngelie  cum  est  venu° 
I  Vn  leprus  al  du^  Ihexu,'1 

*  En  genu^6  deuant  li  se  mist, 

>  apres  lif  ad  dist  9884 

*  Qe  si  li  plust,  qe  pust*  munder, 

j  E  sa  Maladieh  saner.' 

§  'Iheifu  li  respundi. 
Cu?»  cil  qe  plein  fu  de  merci,  9888 

§  "  Munder  vus  voil,  sache^,  net : " 
Gel  tres  du$  seignwr  seit  benet ! ' 

^  IT  Chescun  enk  peche  mortel 

*  Est  vn  leprus  espirituel  :  9892 
Q?^mt  vient  a  confessiun, 

||  Mettre  se  deit  a  genulun1 
Deuant  le  p?-estre  suw  cowfessur, 
On  li  ad  Deu  fet  deshonur,m  9896 

Qe,  en  le  leu  Deu  le  prestren  assis : 
Put0  luy  iuger,  est  la  mi>. 

ait  qep  luy  fra  de  humilite, 
A  Deu  fet^  pur  verite  ;  9900 

TPus  deit  cu/ftcr  hu///l>leme»t 
Cwn  cil  qe  atend  SUM  iugeme?it ; 
Sun  peche  deit  encuser, 

§  E  ne  mie  sei  escuser,  9904 

Cu?>;  la  sus  VIM  disei 
Q?^<int  de  ceste  mate?^  parlay  : r 

|  Ceo  se^Teit  ausi  ypocrisie ; 
I'm-  ceo,  ne  le8  face}  mie.  i»'.M» 

tisonge  nepwrqwant  grantcr 
Ne  poej  mie,  san^  JM  .  1 
M--S  plt^  tost  dew;  i'l/<^  ranter 
to  p«'i,  p'//'  seurte1  auer. 

Qe  confes  ne  deit  au-  /•  nule  hunte." 
l^cv  liuwtc  uunnt  v MX  disci 

Quant  de  ceste  matere  ]<'//  lai ; 
Qe  a  plusurs  se  deit  homo  confceaer 

n  Kar  en  lu  de  deu  ett  U.        °  E  pur. 
I-   K  k.mnt  k.-  a  Iv.          q  le  fct. 
r-r        Ptu  viw  deuez  encuaer, 

K  nent  vorfro  pechd  excusor, 
Ne  defendre  piw  plot  pech«  i. 
!    . .  TM«  lo  ke  nel.        l  saunt.-. 
«  La  qutnte  chote,  ke  U  cofifeniun  deit  catr* 
hontotue  [1C  67,  bk.,  col.  2].        *  De  B,  Lo  A. 


358    The  5th  Point  of  Shrift.    Crrcat  Sinners,  cCf  Fearers  of  Penance,  won't  confess. 


To  telle  many  prestes  a  fyng. 

what  men  are  fo  fat  shryue  hem  blefly, 
But  fo  fat  sy/me  but  ly^tly  1  1 1488 

For  fo  fat  haue  do  synnes  grete, 
Vnnefe1  wyl  fey  any  lete. 
3yf  J>ey  here  any  predycacyou/i, 
Or  sum  oufe>*  chau/ase  be  dou?*,  11492 

3yt  wyl  fey  neuer  sliryue  here  shame, 
So  are  J>ey  bouwde  yn  fe  fendes  haine.  [76  bk.] 

And  some  lette,  for  hard  penaunce, 
For  to  telle  here  grete  cumberauwce.  11496 
And  some  lette  here  synne  to  seye, 
For  doute  of  prest,  fat  wyl  hem  bewreye  : 
No  shame  my^t  to  moche  be 
To  fe2  prest  fat  tellef3  fat  pryuyte.  11500 

lettef  nat,  ^oure  symie  to  telle ; 

1  Ynne]>c  0,  Vnne]>  H.       2  '  ]>e  '  omitted.       3  tel)> 


Pur  sa  viea  meu$  amender,  9916 

E  meujb  vt'iiir  a  saluaciun  [if.  ns,  ik.,  «oi.  2] 

]'"/•  ilele  cowfessiun, 

Ceo  ost  liuute  en  cowfessiun. 

Apresc  peche,  ne  peot  nul  horn         9920 

dVenir  a  plener  parduu, 

Si  primes  ne  ait  cottfessiun ; d 

Pur  ceo  ne  deue}  lesser 

Pur  hunte  vus  confesser.  9924 

'  (t)//'nit  le  prodom  ad  peclie, 

E  hair  vuti  ad  fet  peche, 

A  luye  pwr  hunte  ne  lesse$  nient 

Confesser  vus  deuant  la  gent.  9928 

U  Qe  cesf  pl?^  custumablenient 

Se  co?zfessent,  [et]  plws  souent, 

Ki  mein3  vnt  peche  pw'uemeftt,* 

E  pur  la  gent  ne  lessent11  nient ;       9932 

Ces1  qe  le  deable  ad  plus  lie 

De  la  greue  hard  de  peche, 


A  peine  nule  predicaciun 

Trere  lesk  peot  a  coufessiun  ;  9936 

Ore  vnt1  pour  de  la  gent, 

Ore  pour  de  dreit  nient, 

Ore  vnt  pourm  de  penance, 

Ore  vnt  pour111  de  parlance,  9940 

Nule  hurcte  vus  retignen 

En  cowfessiun  qe  la  vigne,0 

Qe  ne  die}  tut  vtreme?it 

Qz«antp  qe  le  qeor  vus  reprent ;         9944 

**E  ceo  neis  qe  vus  dute$ 

Si  peche  seit  ou  nun,  dire 

Si r  vnqes  pur  hunte  lerra, 

Al  iugeme?at  lion i  serra;  9948 

Car,8  ausi  cum  en  le  sermun  disei, 

Qwant  del  iugemerat  parlai, 

A  eel  hure  ert8  mustre 

Qei  qe  vnqe*  fut  dit*1  ou  pense ;        9952 

Vnqes  si  priue  rien  ne  fu 

a  alme.        b  Kar  meuz  est. 

c  Kar  a.        d— d  B,  omitted  in  A.        °-e  E. 

f  Cil  ke.         K  Ke  .  .  .  greuement. 

h  g.  1.  il.         *  Cely.         k  se.         J  vnt  il. 

m  vnt  pour  B,  pour  A.       n  pour  ne  vus  teinge. 

"  (jueike  aueingne.         P  De  kwant. 

*-<i  Omitted.         r  Ky. 

s~s  Kar  dunke  serra. 


Qe  apertement  ne  serra  veu, — 
^  Ki  le  fist,  quant,  &  coment, 
*  Ou,  &  cum  longement,"  9956 

Purqei,  ouek  ky,v  &  cum  souent, —  [if.  no] 

Tut  serra  veu  apertement ; 

Ni  ad  si  petite  pense 

Qe  del  deable  pet  estre  escuse,  9960 

Si  ci  primes  ne  seit  couert 

Qe  la  ne  serra  veu  apert ; 

E  nepurquantj  de  nul  peche 

Duwt  home  seit  auant  pwrge",  9964 

Ni  auera  hunte  nex  hydur, 

Ein^  auera  ioie  &  honur  ; 

Dey  ceo  qe  il  est  deliuere^ 

Ert  il  ioious  &  mwlt  lee,2  9968 

Qeaa  la  hunte  qe  il  aueit 

i^uant  il  a  prestre  sebb  co?ifesseit, 

Lyy  couera,  cum  vn  bealcc  mantel     9971 

D'escharlet  ou  de  vn  vermail  cendal,dd 

1  Kteant  qe  fu  dist,  fet. 

u  This  line  omitted,  and  after  1.  9958  is  'A 
eel  gmnt  assemblement ; '  then  11.  9959-62,  '  Ne ' 
to  '  apert,'  are  left  out.  v  ky  B,  om.  A. 

x  Ne  a  grant  ioie  &.         y  A.  Qe^ 

z  Serra  mut  ioius  &  le. 

aa  liar.         bb  Kuant  p.  ly.         <*  mm  treble. 

dd  ou  de  cendal. 


J<, H  all  Details  of  Sin.    The  6th  Point:  Heart-S&rro, 


)3enke)>  on  J>e  peyne*  of  helle ;  1 1 502 

what  day  jmt  $e  dyd  ^oure  synne, 

An«l  how  long  30  haue  lyued  fw-ynne,* 

what  tyni'',  and  li»w,  liyt  was  wro^t; 

Alle  hyt  nede1  purghout  be  soglite. 
:.t  R-uiY'l,  J?e  holy  prophete, 
|?ese  wurd.es,  ful  swete,  11508 

"  Alle  my  shryfti;  and  my  shame 

II ••}?  *o  couerd  and  hyd  my  blame,   } 
frnde  may  haue  no  syjt,  § 

M    t"  I-  'Jt  no  ply$t;  l\~>\'2 

Ne  God  of  heuene  wyl  nat  se  || 

Any  )>yn«  )>at  wyl  dampni:  me." 
hryue  J>e  apertly, 

J)ou  mayst  be  sekyr  to  haue  mercy.    11516 

the  snvtc  ponnt  of  slivnttc. 

J)e  syxte  poynt  ys,  sorowe  of  herte  ; 
))at  oght  to  be  bytter  and  smerte  | 
whan  )>ou  J>enkest  on  )>e  gode  dedes, 
fat,  God  ha)>  do  for  J>y  nedes,  1 1  "n'O 

And  fou  hast  do,  as  )>ou  weyl  wost, 

.  jwt.  h'-  hate))  moste. 

creatures  n«-  li.it.-})  In-  nojt, 
But  synne  ))at  ys  do  or  wro3t ;  1  1  •">_  1 

Ne  he  hate))  nat  )>e  fende  of  helle, 

.  atiuv  i.f  livin  y  tcll<-, 
But  )>«•  wykki'dnes.  jtryd*-  and  synne 
)5;it  yn  hym  ys,  and  wyl  nat  blynne;  11528 
Ne  was  )>yr  neuer  auwgel  so  bry^t,  * 
Ne  man  so  weyl  WM//  ( ><«\  almy^t, 

had  ijnned  d.-dly,  ; 

T"  lifll'   pyne  he  was  wurfy  ;  |          11  V'.L' 
Jjat  oght  )>ey  bo)>e  to  sorowe  and  kare, 

D  d.-.iiy  pjmie  are. 
1  nede>. 

t  ia.        b  Les  debles.        e  de  denz. 

c  Ky.        f  ron 

«-8  Omi'  *>  Teus  purruut 

1  La  syme  chose  kc  apent  t  confessiuH  est,  ke 
ele  seit  amere. 


9076 


Qe  sun  peche  ne  seit  veu, 

Ne  del  deable  seit*  conu ; 

Pur  ceo  nel  pwrnmt  encuser 

Ces  eninri;?,'1  «e  encuwbrer; 

Ne  Deuc  SUM  peche  verra, 

Qed  par  confessiun  couei*t  serra. 

Ceo  dit  le  prophete  dawpne  D6e, 
t  Qee  seiwt  Dauid  est  apele*,  90><) 

t  "  LA  hunte  &  la  cowfusiunf 

De  ma  face,  en  wwfessiun 
I  De  tute  pars  m'ad  couert, 

Qe  muM  peche  ne  seit  apert, 

•  li-alili-s  nel  veiewt  pur  encuser, 
I  »«-u  nel  veie  p//r  inei  d»/wpner; 
de  ces  qe  i  erent  assemble^, 

Ne  seit  muw  peche*  reproue^  ; "  «        9988 

Tiel  jiwrra1'  passer  seurement 

A  eel  estreit  iugement. 

Amere  deit  estre  confessiun. 

Tpa  D  'l«'it  estre  amere, 

*  E  doleruse  seit  ta  chere  9992 
Qwnii                  N'ssiun  vene^, 

E  a  prestre  mustrer  v/wk  deuej.  pt  i79,ooLf] 
H  Pur  ceo  su?it  mwlt  a  blamer 

*  Gil  qe  se  veilhv/t1  '-"//fosser  9996 

*  En  riant:  qem  ne  deiuent  i 

eo  est,  sachej,  mt/1  folie. 

-  11  fuwt  a  Dcu  .l.-lmnuiv1 

rniaienl  n  >//••  srignur.       10000 
De  rire  aueroit  petit  talent, 
Ki  pensoit  del  turment1' 
</•;  le  Key  haut1'  «!«•  maiesU 
Ad  JI/M-  sun  peche  conici,  I"ii04 

Allaj,  ceo  sigreuenit  nt, 

i'  nient 

vmage  en  te  ieter," 
l»j  ces  piej  defoler :  1  IKK  is 

*  leo  crei  qe  n'est  angel  en  oi<  1 
I  Qe  ust  fet  tiel  |M»clie  mortal, 

Qo  dampne  ne  fu"  en  fu  ardant 
4  CXI  Ap..lin  vtv  Teruagant  10012 

k  vus  A,  owu  B.  flf.  68,  col.  -jj. 

1  Ceus  ke  se  uoleit     m  coe.     n  molt  A,  am.  B. 

0  grant  d.         P  penaant  ent« foment, 

q  1(8  aeinginu.  if  no  dot*. 

•  en  Til  Ui  gcter.  >ent.        •»  fust 
»  Ove  le «!' 


360  The  6th  Point  of  Shrift.   Be  Sony  for  your  Sin*.    Don't  make  a  Joke  of  them. 


God  hym1  self,  of  mageste, 
Vnto  hys  lykenes  he  formed  fe  ;        11536 
he  made  fy  soule  bo)>e  fayre  and  clene, 
And  to  hys  owne  godhede  sene  ; 
And  whan  fou  sywnest,  foil  turnest  wyk, 
And  makest  fy  soule'  black  as  pyk ;   11540 
)3at  God  had  made  to  hym  so  weyl, 
)3ou  makest  hyt  lyke  fe  fende  echedeyl. 
Sorowe  oghte  fan,  fyn  hertu  bynde, 
)5at  fou  art  to  liym  so  vnkynde  ;         11544 
Jjou  dysonourest  hym  yn  fat  outrage, 
And  reuylyst  hys  feyre  ymage.   j 

Of  fys  fyng  fan  ^yuest2  fou  leste,  11547 
whan  fou  cumst  lagliyng  to  f e  prest ;  J 
Euyl  oghtest  fou  laglie,  coudest  fou  se  § 
How  fou  bryngest  f  y  dome  with  f  e  ; 
Aboute  fy  nekke,  hanggef  a  wyff e,  £ 
J?at  haf  f  e  departed  fro  Goddys  gryf  f  e  : 
J)y  self  beryst  fan,  on  fy  bak,  11553 

\)y  vyle  sywne  fat  makef  f  e  blak  ; 
May  none  fro  fat  dome  fe  borowe, 
But  $yf  hyt  be  with  byttyr  sorowe.  11556 

Goddys  treytour,  and  ry$t  vyleyn ! 
Hast  fou  no  mynde  of  Marye  Maudeleyn, 
How  she  so$t  cure  lorde  Ihesus 
Yn  Symundes  hous  leprous?     j          11560 
Opone  fyn  herte,  fy  gostly  eres, 
And  f enke  on  here  byttyr  teres  !  $ 
She  cam  nat  lagfcyng  to  fe3  feste, 
Nofer  for  game,  nofer4  for  geste ;       11564 
She  com  wepyng  with  here  yne, 
Of  Ihesu  to  haue  medycyne ;  i 
She  bro^t  a  smel  of  grete  sauour,   J 
feat  tokenef  loue  and  grete  onour ;      11568 

1  hym  0,  hym  hym  H.        2  3yfst. 
3  com  ....  to  Jwt.        4  no. 

a  morgez.        b  fous  eat  et.        c  la  harte. 
d  D.  en  enfer  ert.        e  Si  la  harte  ne  hoste. 
f  poet  r.  eel.        «  This  line  omitted. 
h  Cest  hart  [If.  68,  bk.].        *  k'il. 
k  De  la  hart  \us. 


U  De  autre  pa/'t,  si  bien  pense$ 

Quele  peine  \ut?  auere$ 

Si  en  uostre  peche  morise;,11 

Pur  ceo  qe  Deu  as  coruce^,  10016 

§  De  rire  aueras  petit  talent, 

Ou  fous  estes  verreiment ; 

Car  cil  par  ueir  es/h  bricun, 
°  Qe  le  hardc  porte,  cu??^  larun,          10020 

Diwt  il  en  enfern  serraa  pemlu 

Ocl  le  deable  san^  fin  en  fu ; 

Si  nel  ostee  de  sun  col, 

Malemewt  dust  rire  lef  fol :  10024 

Cum  Solomon  dit,  li  bien  lettre,* 

Gel  hardh  est  mortel  peche, 

Qe  1'abne  ad  cheitiuemewt  lie.s 

Trauaille^  duwc  qe[  seit  oste  ;  10028 

Yenir  dusse^  tut  en  plorant 

Al  p?*estre,  qe  e^  Deu  seriant, 

Car  il  ad  de  Deu  le  peor 

Yws  de  la  hardk  deliuerer.      [if.  179,  bk.] 

II  Ensample  nus  ad  bien1  dune        10033 

La  Magdeleine  benure,1" 

Quel  dolur  ^7usn  deue^  auer. 

Si  bien  \u#  vole^  eo?^fesser.  10036 

§  Ses  lermes0  poent  tesmoiner 

Quelp  dolur  fu  en  sun  qeor, 

Qe^  a  la  fu?<taine  de  pite 
i  Yint  sei1'  lauer  de  peche,  10040 

Ceo  est  Ihmi,  le  du$s  63  De, 
i  Qe*  de  la  nette  pucele  fu  nee. 

A  la  feste  ou  ilu  seeit, 
||  Marie  Magdeleine  ueneit;  10044 

Tant  de  ameres  lermes  lessa, 

Qe  les  duj  pie^  Ihesu  laua, 
I  E  de  oigneme7^t  qe  elev  porta 

xLes  oint,  terd,  &  beisa.  10048 

Deu  !  tant  od  dolur  &y  amerte 

Qw«nt  si  ad  hunte2  vblie  ! 

La  feste  san$  somunce  entr«, 

1  Bone  example  vus  ad.        m  ke  deu  ad  ame. 
n  Ke  grant  dolur.         °  Ses  lermes  se  B,  Ces  A. 
P  Ke  grant.         i  Qe  A,  om.  B.         r  pur  sai. 
h  duz  ihc,9ii  le.        fc  Ky.        u  vne  f.  ov  ihr.vu. 
v  oue  sai.        x  Ses  pez  oint  &  duceme?it  les. 
>'  tan  ...  A.,  tant  out  de  B. 
z  K?tant  out  h.  tut. 


tfo  Mercy  viithout  Svrrov:  for  Sin.     The  1th  Point :  Confess  to  a  Wise  Man.    361 


w*tA  here  tei.  s  bat  she  lete,          Dea: 

buiwyb  she  wyssti  Ih'-xti1  tVtc :  | 

So  behouej)  vs  wt't/t  here  to  grete, 

}yf  we,  oure  sywne,  wyl  truly  lete ;  I  1 1572 

And,  but  we  haue  sorowe  for  oure2  synne. 

)3e  mercy  of  God  mow  we  nat  wynne.  ® 


\>e  scucnK  ponnt  of  sljnjftr. 

The  seuenbe  poynt  ys  a  gode  resu//, 

'  feat  )>y  shryfte  IK?  wysly  douw,'          1  i:.7ii 

feat  ys  to  sey,  to  a  wys  man, 

feat  by  shryfte  vndyrstondr  kan ; 

Nat  to  one  bat  hab  no  v. 

Of  vndyrstondyng  of  holy  wryt.  *     11580 

Seynt  Austyn  sey))  bys  skyl,   J 

Do  byr-aftyr  who  so  wyl, 

'Of  sywnJ:,  who  >•>  wyl  hyia  lese,  §    11583 

A  wyse  shryftfadyr  behouej)  hym  chese ; 

And  fat  may  bynde  and  vnbyn«l«\ 

h  a  man  behouej)  hym  fymlr."  * 
A  prest  bat  ys  no  clergye  ynne,      11587 
How  can  he  weyl  dystyncte  )>y  synne  ? 
But  now,  oueralle,  se  we  mowne 
An  liolywatyr  clerk  of  a  touwne, 
tyl  haf>  1,-nn-d  yn  hys  lyu--, 
he  ys  ordeyned  a  prest  to  shryue.       11592 
$yf  lie  shuMr  a  shryfailyr4  be, 
liyia  l>fhourj):>  haue  lerned  of  sum  degrc, 
Or  lerned,  or  herde,  of  some  J)at  cou|x, 
Ai  he  had  be  pnM  yn  hys  ^oujx- ;       11596 
And  moche  behouef  r>  hym  stody  and  se, 
Or  lerne  at  prvuyte. 

he  may  lyue,  as  a  gode  man, 

1  Ihfi.        a  for  cure  O,  w/t/i  1.  :     II 

3  Jte  Ot  Te  H.       *  shryftefader.       •  behoued*. 

*-a       Kar  .  .  nel  apela 

DC  s«-.s  ronu7  hunt--  n«-  an.  it. 
I 'arses  pechez  taut  dolosait'  (and  the  next 
ties  are  omitted).      c  Do*  Ih*ra  a  ly  pardun. 
le.        «  confessercj. 


*Qe  nul  home  ne  la  pi  10052 

Hunte  n'out  des  conuiuej,* 

Tant  ot  dolur  de  ces  pecheg  ; b — 

Conue  fu  en  la  cite 

( 'ume  riche  femme,  A:  honurc,—      Inn.'.r, 

Inn  Ihe^u  lic  duna 
Qe  ele  finemewt  ama.'1 

De  ceste  dame  bien  peuse^, 

0  E  men;  sache;  \w  confess  10060 

La  setime  chose  est  ke  ele  salt  sage/ 

t  Ponfessiun  deit  estre  sage ; 

Qe*  cil  fet  im/lt  sun  dammage 

*  Qe  se  cowfesse  a  nun-sachant,h 

Poi  vaut  pliw*  apres  qe  deuant.       10064 

1  Vnk  lx>n  clerc,  seint  Austin, 
Qe  esteit  si  bon1  diuin. 
Vus  aprent  qe  deuej  f- 

Si  a  Deu  voderasm  plere.  10068 

f  II  dist,  '  qen  se  vodra  confesser 
§  E  deuant  Deu  grace  trouer,  [if.i7»,bk.,ooi.i] 
t  Prestre  qerge,  si  il  pusse0  auer, 
t  Qen  sache  Her  &  desl  10072 

E  ouesqe  ceo  eit  le  poer.' 

*  A  tiel  \us  deuej  confe> 
Car,  ki  entur1*  sei  est  neglL 

Duter  pwrra  tut  seurenunt  1<".'7C 

Qe  cil  a  nunchaler  le  lerra 
Qe^  a  confessiun  le  amonesta, 
E  I'atend1"  si  ducement," 
Ceo         I  ' 


f  From  B  (which  reads  'chow  chow').     A.  has 

M   1   I  rhllls'. 

•  Ear.        h  nunsauant  [If.  65,  bk.,  col.  2]. 

1  mouz.        k  Lc.        '  grant        m  role*  ben. 

n  ky.        °  s'il  le  jwet. 

I-  a.        1  Ky  I-  atendc. 

•  B.  transposes  these  lines,  and  has  'Uta 


362  Confess  to  ymir  Parish-Priest.    8th  Point :  Confess  your  own  Sins,  not  another's. 


11604 


)X)ghe  he  lytyl  clergy  kan  ; 
But  for  to  preche,  or  here  shryfte, 
Of  clergy  behoue))  hym  sum  f  ryfte. 
And  alle  prestes  haue  nat  poweve 
For  to  assoyle  fe  ryjt  clere,  } 
But  hyt  be  f  y  parysshe  preste,  § 
Or  haue  hys  leue  at  fe  leste,  ||     [leaf  77,  coi.  2] 
Or  at  f  y  pa>-sone  or  vycary, 
For  )>ese  haue  of  J>y  soule  maystry  :    11608 
Aske  hem  leue,  and  haue  no  gylt, 
And  shryue  fe  fan,  where  fou  wylt. 


1 1600      IF  Tu$  qea  vnt  ordre  de  prestrage 

Ne  simt  mie  oelement  sage ; 

Ne  chescim  n'ad  nient  le  poer, 
|  Chescuwb  home  confesser. 
§  Vostre  prestre  parochien 

Vws  purra  assoudre  bien, 
||  E  nul  autre  san$  cung6 

Si  il  ne  seient  prtuilege, 

Cum  suwt  austins,c  prechurs,  &  menurs, 

Euesqes,  qe  su?it  greignnrs, 

E  ki  de  eu$  suwt  licencie^, 

Seculers,  ou  reulers ; d  10092 

Sage  seie^  en  lisant, 

Car  urn*  vunt  le  siecle  deceuant. 


10084 


10088 


Stye1  popt  of  skgfte. 

The  eyghtf  e  poynt  of  f  e  twelue, 

1  fcy  shryfte  shal  be  aUe  of  fy  selue,'  11612 

Of  f  yn  owne  proper  dede, 

And  bewreye  none  oufer,  y  fe  forbede. 

)>yn  owne  foly  fou  shalt  seye, 

And  none  oufer  body  bewreye.  11616 

Dauyd  seyf  yn  f  e  sautere 
jjese  wurdes,  furgh  Goddys  powere, — 
he  spekef  2as  weyl  to  lerned  as  to  lewed,2 — 
"  Myn  owne  lyfe,  lorde,  y  haue  fe  shewed; 
None  oufer  mawnes  y  wyl  dyscrye,    11621 
For  fat  were  bofe  synne  and  vyleynye." 

3yue  gode  tent,  to  f  ys  poynt, 
)3ou  prest  fat  art  a-noynt !  11624 

3yf  a  man  telle  fe  hys  synne, 
And  a-nofer  be  menged  fer-ynne, — 
As  ^yf  hyt  were  yn  lecherye, 
Or  hylp  to  sle,  or  robborye,  11628 

For  f  ese  may  nat  a  man  weyl  do 
Alone,  but  oufer  be  far-vnto, — 
Aske  aftyr  none  oufer  name, 
But  lestene  wyl  hys  owne  blame  ;      11632 
For  $yf  fou  any  oufer  man  namest, 

;e]>e. 
to  lernede  as  weyl  as  lewedc. 

b  De  cli.         c  Omitted. 


Propre  deit  estre  confessiun.6 

IDien  deit  sauer  chesciw  horn 

t  Qe  p?-opre  deit  estre  cwafessiun  ;      10096 

t  Qe  autre  ne  deue^  encuser 

vus  vus  deue3f  confesser. 


10100 


10104 


t  Pur  ceo  le  psalmistre  dit, 
En  le  sauter  qe  il  fist, 

t  "  A  tei  ma  vie  ai  cunte, 
Deu,  qe  estes  rois  de  maiesteV' 
*  Ma  vie/  dist,h  ne  mie  autrue,1 

t  Car  ceo  es£  pechc  &  vileinie; 
Vw8k  memes  deue^  confesser, 
E  til}  autres  lesser  ester. 


d  prestres  ou  ordinez. 

e  Le  vtime  chose  est,  ke  ele  salt  propre. 

f  uolej  [If.  69].         e  Deiia  ky  es  rai. 

h  fet  il.        *  autrie.        k  De  .  .  .  parler 


Tlw  8th  Point  of  Shrift  :  Don't  betray  others'  Sins,   fiotit  act  Wx  the  Pharisee.  3C3 


Y  dar  weyl  seye  )?ou  liyin  dyifamest; 

-  grete  synne  to  hy///  and  J>e 
To  aske  or  telle  )>at  shulde  nut  be  ;     1  1636 
hyt  ys  bakbytyng,  and  no  shryfte  ; 
l  a  spyce  of  euyl  )>ryfte. 

Jjou  lewed  man,  y  forbede  )>e  weyl,  1  1  639 

}>e  prest  aske,  tawreye  J?ou  no  deyl  : 
Bewieye  weyl  J>yn  owne  de..  . 
But  none  ouj>«?/-,  y  |)e  forbede. 
y  tolde  langer  yn  myn  auys,      [ie»f77,i»ek] 
Loke  algate  )>y  preste  be  1  1044 

Do  nat  as  j>e  pharysu, 
Preyde  God  a^eus  hys  pru  ; 
He  $ede  to  )>e  cherche  wit//  a  man 
J3at  men  calle  a  publycan,  —  1  1648 

A  publycan  ys,  yn  oure  .- 

nful  man,  oute  of  jje  lawe  ; 
Jjys  pharysu  ys  to  mene  *  byfore,' 
As  forby  alle,  and  fro  ouj>er  shore,  —  1  1  •'••"»'_) 
)3ys  pharysu  bygan  to  prey, 
And  seyd,  as  a  shrewe  shulde  sey, 
"  Lordi;,  Ranked  mote  JJQU  be,1 
y  am  nat,  as  y  ouj>er  se,  1  16")G 

Coueytous,  ne  lecherous  of  flesshe, 
And  nat  as  he,  J>ys  publycan,  ys  : 
Euery  woke  y  fasti-  twys,  *  11659 

And  ^Yii''  my  tyj>es  of  ryche  prys."  | 

;e  how  he  made  hys  auauwtenient  | 

lc  J)at  God  hatldc,  liyin  s.-nt  ; 
$e,  syre,  on  a  wykk.  ,1  \vyse, 
Ofer  men  for  to  despyce  ;  1  1  •'••'.  1 

hys  owne  godenes,  coude  he  nat  sey, 
But  algate  ou)>er,  behoue))2  1 

Besyde  stode  }>.•  pupblycan,'  ||        1  1 
And  kn<-w4  hym  self  a  wykk«-l  D 

1  See  French,  lines  10111-15. 

•"•  |.iil.]yk.ui.        4  knegh. 


•  Ky  oue  .  .  le  eglUe. 

b  fet   il    a   vtu    »eit   g.     See   English,    line* 

58. 
«   Ky.         <l  est  ici  rest.        •  Oiej  del 


U  Ceo  ne  fist  mi<-  li  phariseu    n«f  w»] 
De  ki  n?M  cu;<te  dampne  Deu,          10108 
Qe  od  vn  publican  « -n  t«  //  j-l.  i  ,  ; 
Ms  pouremewt  il  espleita, 
"Deu,"  ceo  diet,  "seie$  gracieb 
Qec  si  bien  mo  aue$  ga  10112 

Qe  ieo  ne  suy  cum  autre  g> 
Lechur,  auerus.  ntuiu-i! 
Cum  est  cestu'1  publican  ! '' — 
Ore  oiej  lee  <>;  iin,  1(>1 10 

Cuwt  il  ad  autres  depr- 
KK  sei  memes  auanti  ! — 
"  Ieo  iune,"  ceo  dist,h 
Chescunesynifini',  ]•///•  amur1  I)«;o;  10120 
E  qwontk  q*  •»iun, 

Demi  doinc,  cu/i/1  p/-.«luwi." 
H  Le  publican  loin^m  esteeit; 
A  pcin.-  I-  uc,r  ces  oils0  oeeit;  l"li.>4 

bati  souent  lc  iui  . 

scii^nur 

«Qe  pit4  ust°  de  li,  peel 
E  I  Mi,  li  i..i>i'.lc  .Incur.  l«»r_N 

•«•  »!••  cil  fu  iustifid, 
I .  Tautre  remist  en  pech6 ; 

i  M  enhance,1'  liumilii 
•'/r  verit*, 

i  qer  se  hnmii 

/>s  ••nliaucc'  .:      D  rm.' 

Cum  aatret  «d  despW.        f  E  de. 

•'••t  il.         *  arnur  de  B,  o>, 
De  tut  ren.         '  .loin  .lime  onm  frt  ly. 
deloinx.        »  SetoiilMMrne. 
K'il..iwt|.it«.         »'  rai. 

ky  rnemat  M  «IiMioa Jlf.  69,  col.  L'). 
•  Senm  apret .  .  Enhaucc  aprea. 


364    Don't  make  Excuses  for  your  Sin.     Tlic  §th  Point:  Don't  confess  false  Sins. 


And  durst  nat  loke  to  God  vpward,    | 
But  knokked  on  hys  brest  ful  harde,  ° 
And  seyd  vrith  herte  ful  drefully, 
"  Lorde,  J>ou  haue  on  me  mercy  !  "  j   1  1672 

J)e  Jmblycan  had  moche  )>anke  ;  * 
£e  pharysu,  byfore  God  lie  stankc. 
]3us  seyj>  J>e  gospel,  j>at  we  alle  knowe, 
"who   so   make])  hym   hygfi,  he   shal   be 
lowe;  J  11676 

And,  who  loghyj)1  hym  yn  skylle, 
Gode  heghnes  he  shal  come  tylle."  * 

Some,  whan  J)ey  here  shryl'te2  by  gy  nne, 
he  shal  hepe  on  God  hys  synne,         1  1  680 
And  seyj)  algate,  'he  ne  may  no$t  [77bk.,eoi.2] 
kepe  hym,  but  sy?me  be  wro^t.' 

And  some  sey,  whan  J>ey  do  euyl, 
Hyt  was  algate  Jjurgh"  ]>e  deuyl;          11684 
And  some  sey,  as  y  haue  herde, 
'  A  !  syre  !  so  synne)>  alle  )>e  we  ride/ 
Of  Jjy  self,  shal  nat  be  seyd  ; 
On  J>e,  shal  alle  J>e  blame  be  leyd  ;     11688 
God  blame])  J?e  for  ])y  mysdede, 
why  seyst  ]>ou  fan,  '  J>e  behouej)  nede  ?  '  3 
Ne  no  fende  may  but  tempte  J>e  ; 
)3e  dede  shal  alle  J>yn  owne  be  ;          11692 
Ne  at  J>e  worlde  mayst  Jjou  no$t  kest  ; 
Do  J?y  self  weyl,  hyt  ys  )>e  best  ; 
Here  mayst  fou  se  wy]>  gode  skyl, 
Alle  hyt  ys  at  Jjyn  owne  wyl.  11696 


10136 


10140 


H  Oie^a  cum  Deu  p?*z'st  a  mal 

Ceo  qe  li  orgoillus  vassal 

De  ces  biens  se  auanta,1' 

E  autre  gent  encusa  ; 

Par  tant  se  deit  chastier 

Chescim  de  autre  encuser. 

IT  Mes  ces  biens  nec  deit  cu?iter 

Ki  dreit  se  voderad  confesses  ; 

Ces  mals  deit  rehercer,1' 

E  de  ces  biens  nientf  tucher;          10144 

Mes  si  le  prestre  Tad  demande,  [if.  iso.coi.aj 

Ces  biens  peot  cu?<ter  san^  peche. 

IF  De  ceo  se  garde  tu$  iurs  bien, 

Qe  de  autre  ne  die  rien  ;*  10148 

Mes,  si  autre  h  ne  peot  estre,  — 

Car  sauer  couient1  le  p?vstre  — 

kPw>-  aucuns  qe  vera, 

Nomer  aucuns  couendra,k  1  <  '  1  -~>2 

Diuic  les1  deue^  vus  nomer, 

E  sul  vtis  memes  acuper.1" 
f  II  Aucuws  le  deble  encuser11  vodrw/t  ; 

Qe  il  les  fist  pechier,0  dirnwt  ;         10156 
f  AUCUTZS  confessenW  tut  le  muTid, 

1  Issi  vnt  fet,'  die??t,  '  cum  tu$  fuwt  :  ' 

Tiele  cowfessiun  ne  face^  ; 

Siq  \us  fetes,  vus  peche^.  10160 


ng3it>e  poant  of  sljrgftc. 

|>e  ny^njje  seyj?  '  hyt  ys  foly 
On  J)y  self  for  to  lye.'  § 

1  who  so  loghe)>.        2  shryfte  0,  sywne  H. 
3  hyt  behoue])  be  nede. 

a  Ore  oiej.         b  ses  ben-feez  se  euvanca. 
c  Ne  ses  biens.        d  a  d.  se  voudra. 
e  Ses  maus  deit  chescuii  recunter. 
f  E  ces  bens  de  ren. 
8  Ke  autre  horn  ne  encuse  de  ren. 
h  autrement.        l  Ke  s.  ne  couent. 
k~k        E  pur  akun  resun  ke  uerra 
Nomer  akun  \un  comandra. 


Verreie  deit  estre  confessiun.r 

TTerreie  seit  ta  co?zfessiun, 

Si  cles  peche}  qere$  p«?'dun ; 8 

i  le. 

m  encuser.     B.  adds— 

Akuns  se  uolent  confessor 

Si  ne  se  seuent  encuser 

Dient  k'il  ne  se  poent  detenir 

Ki'l  ne  pechent  pwr  lur  grant  desir. 

n  B,  confesser  A.        °  K'il .  .  .  pecher  coe. 

v  se  confessent  a.        <i  Kar  si. 

r  La  nouime  chose,  ke  ele  sait  verrai  [If.  69,  bk.  ]. 

•s  Si  uolez  estre  sanz  achesun. 


The  Bill-T"''    "    Ananias  and 


Sey  of  }>y  self  no  l  trespas, 

Ne  more  synne,  J>an  )>ou  done  has  ;  J  1  1  700 

Ne  forhele  nat  \>y  mysdede  ; 

Goddes  veniaimce  shalt  J>ou  drede. 


[The  B'litlf-T'il*'  of  Ananias 

and  &<>/y  >//>'/•'<.] 
Seynt  Luke  seyj)  hys  autoryte, 
Yn  j>e  bygynnyng  of  crystyanyte,  ||  11704 
j?e  apostoles  wente  2  aboute  to  preche  — 
)3e  crystyndora  for  to  preche3  — 
how  men  shuld  fe  worlde  forsake, 
And  what  niede  )>arfore  take  ;  1  1  7<  >8 

Kv.-he  men  solde  here  landu  and  fee,  \ 
come  to  )>e  apostoles  yn  pouerte. 

A  ryche  man,  )>at  hygfite  Ananye, 
He  solde  hys  gode  plenerlye  ;  4  11712 

)>e  syluer  )>at  he  farfore  tolde, 
J)erof  a  party  he  ded  w/t//h<>lde  ;  — 
Hys  wyfe  cunseyled  wel  far-to 
))at  he  shulde  nat  awey  alle  do  ;  —      1  1  71G 
pe  touj>er  parte,  alle  he  lete,  t 
And  keste  hyt  at  seynt  Peter  fete.  J   [Uafw] 

.ut  Petyr  parceyued  anouw 
J?at  J>yr  was  fere5  gyle  dou/>  :  11720 

he  seyd,  "  y  comaundc  )>e,  § 
Alle  fat  j>yr  was,  J>ou  shewe  hyt  me."  | 

nyas  J>;m  swore  hym  )><> 
he  solde  hys  J>yng,  i  .re.  ||       1  1  7  L'  I 

Seynt  Peter,  j>an  seyd0  astyt,  ] 
"  why  lyest  )>ou  on  )>e  holy  spyryt?" 
J»ys  Ananyas  fyl  dowim  dede,  j 
A«,  blak,  as  any  lede.  [e^n.]       1  1  7i's 


1  to.        »  jede.  t.   I.. 

5  )»yr  was  >er«  O,  Jwr  was  H. 


b  est.        °  de  ren  acouper. 
d  ne  amuntent  a  tun  qnider.         •  ky. 
f  I'OSS.-SHIIUIS.       K  0oMmimablaMat 
h  ne  retindrent  B,  w 
1  aportlea  B,  apostle  A.        k  Qael. 
J  Me*.  -o  English,  1.11711-14. 


Qe*  uerite  ne  deue$  tere 

En  mile  guise  pur  plus  mesfere ;     10164 
§  Ne  mentir  sur  VMX  ne  deue$  inic, 

Car  ceo  serreitb  peche  &  foli«  : 
J  Plt«  ne  vus  deuej  encuperc  10167 

Qe  tes  peche*3  ne  uiustrent  en  qeor,'1 
]>eril,  sache),  ex/  mult  grant, 

Mentir  al  prestre  en  confessant. 

U  De  ceo  auuw  auctorite ; 

Car  seint  Luc  nu«  ad  cunte,  10172 

||  Quant  comenca  la  creistienete 
s  qe  Deu  en  ciel  f  u  munte, 

Tu$  oil  i[ee  furewt  bapti^, 

Par  cunsail  des  apostles  Dee,          10176 

Cil  qee  plus  riches  esteient, 

Possessiunf  &  teres  auei.  nt, 

Vendirerit  pur  sutfrable  pris, 

E  as  pie$  les  apostles  1'uiit  mis ;      10180 

As  poures  et  as  meseis^j 

Vnt  il  les  deners  done$.         nt  »*>.  »*•] 

Tu^  ves(|iiire;tt  comunalment,' 

Rien  se  ivtindr-nt1'  |>riuement;        10184 

Car  li  apostles'  surent  bien 

Qe  ceok  estoit  vie  de  creistien. 

H  Vn1  home  vne  tere  aueitm 

Qe  Ananie  nonie  esteit;  10188 

iv  v«  ndi,  si  sc  retientn 

Del  pris0  retint  priiu-n. 
*  ''L'autre  portio  des  deners 

\  i  apostles  vout  duner ; ''  101 92 

! '       :  :      it  Pere  les  ad 

Le  vicaire  fu'i  da/ 

re  li  ad  coiiiande 

Qe  il  deist  tut  lar  verite*,  10196 

'  S'il"  sa  tere  pur  tant  \vndi.' 
||  "  Oil,  sire,"  Tautre  raspumli. 
t  Pere  ad  entendu' 

Qe  Ananie  le  out  mm  10200 

1'ur  ceo,v  al  hure  li  dist, 
1     r  <c  i  ni-'iis*  al  seint  espirit  I" 


n  v.  plenerem«Mit. 

I '  •  '  \ . 

i—i'      L'autre  part  de  deners  veil  aportcr 
As  apostles  k'il  en  feiscient  lor  uolcr. 

Ky  ricarie  esteit 
'  la  B,  om.  A  [If.  69,  bk.,  col.  2J. 

1  ben  entendi.        u  de  coe  menti. 
»  seint  Pere  ly.        *  mentis. 


366  The  BiUe-Stoty  of  Ananias  and  Sapphira.    The  10th  Point :  Confess  frankly* 


Men  toke  fe  body  asswyfe,  „ 
And  byryed  hyt,  fat  ychc  syfe.  :| 

hys  wyfe  come  byibre  liem  alle, — 
Sapbyra,  men  here  calle  ; — J  11732 

Sbe  cuwseyled  fat  byt  was  byd,  * 
But  sbe  ne  wyst  what  was  betyd.  | 
Seyn  Peter  asked  here  fe  sofe  ywys,   J 
"  hast  fou  no  more  fan  now  here  ys  1 "  § 
Saphyra  answered  and  seyd,  ||  11737 

"  Y  haue  no  more  fan  here  ys  leyd." 
"  J?ou  lyest,"  he  seyde,  "  fe  sof e  y  se, 
And  nat  $yt  al  onely  to  me,  11740 

But  fou  lyest  vnto  f e  holy  goste,  j 
fat  alle  fyng  wote,  and  my$t  haf  moste." 
Asswy}?e,  yn  a  lytyl  stouwde, 
She  fyl  dowuw  dede  vnto  fe  grouwde.  11744 
Men  byryed  sone  here  body 
Besyde  here  husbonde  Anany. 

Here-fore  y  rede  j>at  fou  sof  e  seye 
To  fy  prest,  as  fou  shust  deye.  11748 

Yn  f  y  shryfte,  lye  fou  neuer  a  deyl ; 
holy  wryt  forbedef  hyt  weyl. 
fou  seyst  hyt  nat  vnto  fe  prest,          11751 
fou  shewest  hyt  vuto  Goddys  breste ;  * 
Bof  e  to  God  and  to  man, 
£at  oure  defaute,  seef  alle,  and  kan. 

Gode  grauwte  vs  fe  sofe  to  sey,      11755 
And  clene  be  shryue  ar  we  dey  !    [if.  78,  coi.  2] 


4.  Qwant  Ananie  la  parole  oy, 

|  Deuant  seirct  Piere,  morta  chai;      10204 

0  E  bachelers  vindre??t  auant, 
*  Qe  le  fouire?itb  meintenant. 
£      ^7'n  poi  ap?*es  est  entre 

Sa  fewme,  Saphim  apele,c  10208 

Mes  eled  rien  ne  saueit 

1  Qe  sun  barun  mort  esteit  ; 

*  Neptrqtfont,  fu,e  par  sun  su 

Qe  les  deners  fure?*t  retenu.  10212 

|  Seiwt  Pere  la  demaudeit, 

*  Si  plus  deners  ne  perneit,f 
§  Pur  la  tere  qe  sun  barun  vendi, 
§  Fors  tau^  cu??i  il  porta  a  luy.'  10216 

||  "]STun,  sire,"  dist  ele,  "sachej  de  fi."s 

Sei?zt  Pere  sout  benh  qe  ele  inenti  ; 

ceo,  tantost  luy  dist,  10219 


"  Tu  mens  al  seint  espirit."1  [if.  iso,  bk.,  coi.  23 
f  A  tant  freid  mort  chai, 

t  E  iuste  sun  banm  est  enseuili.k 

t  IF  ~Pur  ceo,  chescwi  ki  me  creit,       10223 
f  Al  p?festre  ne  mente,1  pur  rien  qe  seit, 
t  En  co»fessantm  nomement, 
t  Qen  sei?zt  escripture  le  defend. 
t  En  lu  de  Deu  est  le  prestre  mis, 

E  pur  uus  veir  dire,  la°  assis  ;          10228 

Verrai  f  ace}  p  coni  essiun  : 
*  A  Deu  parley  ne  mie  a  horn. 


fe  tnt>e  popt  of  sljrgftc. 

)3e  tenf  u  poynte  of  shryfte,  f  ys  ys  : 

1  3yf  fou  shalt  haue  for^yuenes, 

J5y  sywne  naked  shalt  fou  make,  § 

And  opuwly,  hyt  forsake.'  11760 

a  freit  mort.         b  ly  enterrere?it. 
c  oue  mal  destin^.         d  E  sa  fewme. 
e  Mes  coe  fu  tut.        f  Si  nent  p.  d.  aueit. 
s  Nun  la  femme  ly  respundi. 
h  Mes  s.  P.  seut. 

1-1       Pur  quei  menz  tu,  seint  Pere  li  dit, 
Nent  a  how,  mes  al  seint  espirit. 


Qe  deit  estre  confess 
"WTue/  seit  ta  cowf essiun, 

Si  de  feche"  requere^3  pa?'dun ;  10232 
Ouertemewt  deue^  cu?zter, 
Qwant  qe  vus  vendra  en  qeor ; 

k  fui.        l  ment. 

m  confessiun.         n  Kar. 

0  pur  ueir  dire  a  ly  est. 

i>  seit  ta  [If.  70]. 

n  La  dime  chose,  ke  ele  sait  nue. 

r  Nue  B,  Ne  A.        8  qwerez. 


The  10th  Point  :  Confess  frankly.     The  11th  Point  :  Do  Penance  gladly.     307 


hyle  hem  nat  wtt/i  feyre  wurde,   J 
])at  semej)  to  gadyr  )>y  synnes  to  hurde : 
yn  tyiVd  '  \vur.lys  J>at  slyked  are,  * 
Seme))  )>y  sy/mes  pat  J>ey  no$t  were;  11764 
yn  swyehe  wurdys,  )>e  fende  ys  queynte 
To  make  J>y  shryfte  fa  Is  and  feynte. 

;«'viityse  make  j>ou  perynne,       11767 
But  sey  ry$t  as  )>ou  dedyst2  J>y  synne. 

J>ou  mayst  nat  J>y  sy?mes  wryte, 
Yn  shryfte  )>e  so  to  quyte, 
3yf  Jx>u  mayste  speke,  and  haste3  space 
To  fynde  a  preste  yn  any  place,          11772 
wtt/t  mou)>e  to  speke,  and  nat4  to  hyde, 
Klles  hyt  ys  a  spyce  of  pryde  : 
Seynt  Austyn  sey)>,  algate  Jjy  lyue,  | 
*  wyj)  mouj>e  opuwly,  J?ou  J>e  shryue.'  i 

K  clcucufc  ponut  of  sjmjftc. 

J>e  elleueuj>e  poynt  shul  we5  knowe,  11777 
1  To  |>y  prest  J>ou  bere  )>e  lowe,  I 
Blelyche  yn6  penau/?ce  for  to  do  § 
Alle  J)at  he  ioyne}>  )>e  vnto.'  1 1780 

))ou  shall  in;ik<-  no  fals  d<-. 
Penaunce  to  take  at  j>y  pay ; 
Hyt  ys  sloghnes  and  feyntes 
To  take  penau?<ce  at  )>y  dyuys ;          1 1 784 
For  )>y  synne,  J>e  ry^t  penaunce 
Sluil  be  J>e  prestes  ordynau;ice  : 
|)us  seyj>  )>e  clerk,  seynt  Austyn,  *    11787 
"  |je  prestes  mercy,  j>ou  do  )>e  ynne  ;  || 
))e  prest  ys  crystys 
Do  ^e  alle  yn  hys  mercy."     | 

1  tyffed*.        s  dest.        »  haue.        *  no^ 

•  we  «huL        •  >y. 

*  Due  manere.         *>  ooertemcnt. 

it  ad  Tentente  vm 

d  Ky  dit  sun  peclu-.         •  Paroles  atr 
f  confeaaant.        •  Ke  par  coe  ne.        h  Si  VUA 
1  lea  cuntex.        k  estcit  si.        '  receuez. 

Omitted. 
La  unzimc  choae,  ke  ele  aait  obedient  a  »o» 


DUHC  a  dreit*  vu*  confesse; 

Quant  nuementb  dites  vos  pechef  10236 
I  U  Mult  ad  il  entente0  fole 

Qe  sun  pech6  qeoured  par  bole  pa; 
t*  Parole  atiffe''  <fc  feitij, 

Eu  c'vnfessiun/  ad  le  deable  apris.  10240 


t  IT  Ne  pw  escrit*  vw 

t  Vt«  confessor  de  vos  peel: 

t  Sih  present  ne  seie$, 
E  de  buche  al  prestre  cunt  : 

i  E  ceo  vt«r  enseine  sei;/: 
Qe  fu  si  tresk  bon  diuin, 
Tuj  iure  bien  receuerej1 

|  Qe  ouerteme??t  vi«  confesses  ; 
mQe  Deu  ne  poej  ensopliii 
Qe  de  tu^  conust  le  qeor.m 


10244 


10248 


Obeir  deue;  a  confession." 
obeir  <1< 

A  ceoly  qe  le°  confessora  ; 
E  receiure  deit  de  bon  qeor 

ut  il  le  demanded  iuner, 
E  autre  peine^  ensement, 
Car  ceo  demand  ler  sacrement     p^wij 
Sei?*t  Austin  nus  ad  enseigne 
»Qe  tut'  en  la  volunte 
Vtw  mete^  del  vn-ain-  D6,' 
De  fere  q*  il  vu*  ad  comandd  ;  u      10260 

ut  le  fre$v  ]>///•  csohaper 
Ta  mort,x  ]>///•  t.i  vi«-  sauu.-r. 
Fere  deuej  pur  purch.i 

vie  i>erdue  espint.  1  ;  v  10264 

Mes  encuntre  ceo  fuwt 
E  ceo  ost  pite  &  dolura  ; 

o  le  B,  ae  A. 

i'  Kuant  ke  ly  coniandera.        1  pain. 

oeat        •-*  Del  vtcaire  Deu  ae  mettra. 

Ke  cheacun  de  niu. 

f.  coe  k'il  comandera. 

Kant  ke  fraa,  frees. 

-*  A  ta  vie  ben  glider, 

Coe  eat  U  vie  etpiritoe), 


7  Dunt    pit.'-   &   dolur   eat   greinura   [If.  70, 

ml.   •.»]. 


368     Tht  llth  Point  of  Shrift:   Do  your  Penance  promptly  and  thoroughly. 


3yf  )>e  prest  be  of  any  resiw,  1 1791 

He  wote  weyl  what  shal  be  douw ;    [if.76,bk.] 
he  wote  what  penauwce  j>e  falle))1  to  haue, 
And  what  )>y  state  ys,  and  what  hyt  wyl 

crane. 

And,  )ms  J>ou  wost  weyl  at  gesse, 
3yf  )>ou  were  now  yn  a  sykeues,  °      11796 
And2  wuldest  )>ou  do,  for  to  lyue,  j 
Alle  j?at  )>y  leche  wulde  J)e  $yue ; 
To  )>y  soule,  do  J>e  same  wyse, 
J)y  penauwce,  as  J?e  prest  seyse.  1 1 800 

Many  a^ens  J>e  prest  J>ey  kaste, 
pat  }>ey  mowe  no))er  bydde  ne  faste, 
But  $yf  J)ey  algate  penaunce3  shul  do, 
Jjan  pay  seye  hyt  behouej?  be  so ;        11804 
No  )>yng  aftyr  hys  dedys  ylle, 
But  algate  at  hys  owne  wylle. 

wenest  J>ou  so  to  come  to  heuene,   11807 
with  lyghte  penauwce  as  J?ou  wylt  neuene  1 
But  y  warne  J?e  of  ))ys  cas ; 
jjarto  ys  many  a  streyte  pas. 
J)e  manhede  of  God  wulde  no3t 
Haue  heuene,  but  hyt  were  bo^t.        11812 
what  wenest  Jiou  haue  hyt  for  so  lytyl  here, 
whan  God  and  man  bo^t  hyt  so  dere  ? 
By  heuene  wM  J?y  penauwce, 
Or,  elles-where,  kepe  harder  chauwce.  1 1816 


o  Qe,  si  la  fieure  ague  aueient,* 

bDij  iurs  vin  deportereient  10268 

.  Par  cuTisail  de  vnb  fisicien, 
:  "Pur  la  fieure c  eschaper  bien  ; 

Vn  sul  ne  veille7itd  deporter  10271 

Pur  qwant  qe  le  prestre  pet  comander. 

^T  Aucune  femme  se  rereit, 

E  ces  trescese  demeine  ostereit, 

Si  de  fisicien  fut  ciuiseille, 

Pur  men}  recouerirf  sancte  ;  10276 

Mes  pur  le  prestre  ne  vouts  lesser 

De  autru  criii3  sa  teste  farder ; h 

Par  tant  poe$  uere  ap«rteme?it, 

Par  mult  forcible  argument,  10280 

Qe  ceste  vie  temporele 

Pl?^  eiment1  qe  1'espiritele, 

E  del  mund  la  vanite 

Plus  qe  nel  fuwt  le  regne  Dee.         10284 

H  Aucuns  se  veilleratk  taxer 

Cum  bien  il  vodruwt  iuner, 

E  qz^antes  pater  noster  dire, 

E  lur  penances  tut  descrire  ;!  10288 

Ceo  ne  deue$  fere  pur  rien 

Si  bon  estesm  crestien ; 

En  le  prestre  tutn  mete3, 

E  plus  seurement,  sache^,  fre^.         10292 

U  Nepwrqz^ant,  le°  poe^  cunter 

Votre  feblesce  &  nunpoer,    [icafi8i,coi.2] 

Pus  de  bon  qeor  receue^ 

Qt^ant  qe  il  vus  adp  charge^.  10296 

Gures^  ne  vus  ad  alege 

Qe  vo^re  peine r  vus  ad  change, 


La  petite  en  greignure,8 
Temporele  en*  future ; 
Kiu  crere  me  vodra, 
Si  fere  penancev  eslira ; 


10300 


fal>. 


2  al. 


penaunce  0,  om.  H. 


a  aueraient. 

b— b  .xv.    iurs    ou    .xx.    deportereint   Mangers 
.par  c.  j.         c  maladie. 

d  A  paine  .i.  sul  iour  uoleit. 

e  E  akune  f.  ioe  quid  sereit  Ke  ses  treches. 

f  receiure  sa.         K  Pur  .  .  .  voleit. 

h  De  autri  cheuelur  lur  teste  fauser. 

1  aiment.        k  volent  avant. 


Kar  quant  qe  ci  meiu^  fra,x 
En  1'autre  siecle  achateray — 
N'ert  ia  si  grant  prodomz — 
Pur  vne  maille  on  vn  botun.8* 


10304 


1  escriure.         m  Si  vus  estes  ben. 
n  la  garde  al  prestre  vus. 

0  Al  prestre  nekedent. 

P  auera.         (i  E  querez  s'il.     [Gures  =  guere.] 
r  De  la  peine  k'il.         *  pur  la  greinure. 

1  Peine  temporele  pur. 

"  Ky  ben.         v  De  fere  p.  ici. 
x  mesfet  auera.         y  le  ach  .  . 
z  la  ne  pus  tant  ici  pardun  achater. 
a;i  ov  pur  .i.  dener. 


1  '2ih  Point  ofShr  •:•  your  Confession  complete,  not  in  Bits.  A  Tale.   369 


J>C  ttoClUC))  pO))/<t   Of  SbrnftC. 
)>e  twelue)>e  poynt  of  oure  resim  : 
'  All»-  holy  owe))  \>y  shryfte  be  clou 
No  poynt  J>ou  shalt  wM-holde,          11819 
For,  alle  holy,  hyt  owe))  to1  be  tolde  : 
And,  pat  shal  f-  • 

Out  \Vi  >  HIUIKTS;  fy  shryfte  al  hole  shall  be.  J 

$yf  ))ou  J>e  sliryue  by  parcelles,       11823 
fee  lioly  man  sey)),  Jjy  shryfte  ]>ou  steles; 
3yf  J)ou  shewe  one,  o  party, 
And  anoj>er  prest  )>ou  tellest  anofer  foly, 
feat  shryfte  ys  nojt,  )>y  eoule  ys  betrayd, 
And  God  almy^ty  ys  mys-payd;  *    11828 
For  to  echou/«  \>yn  herte  was  stoken,  ^,b*r 
A  sywne  )>ou  lieldu  \>er-ynne  loken  ; 
)>at  )?ou  w/t/<-lielde,  was  nat  for^yue  ;  11831 
feou  shewedest  hyt  nat,  hyt  ys  vnshryue. 

B(xly  ne  soule  ys  payd  weyl 
Tyl  J>ou  haue  t"l  •!••  fy  synne2  oclie  deyl  ; 
T.-ll.-  alle  J)y  sywnes,  and  w/t//-holde  noun; 
Or  elles,  y  seye,  shryfte  ys  J>yr  noun  ; 
For,  )yt  haj)  )>e  fende  pouste  11837 

For  to  make  sorowe  yn  pe. 

lo  here,  ensample  J)at  ys  certeyn, 
feat  nouri3  may  sey  per-a^eyn  ;  1  1840 

3yf  J)ou  yn  Jjy  h-«ly  liaue  wmi/fdi;s4  fyin-, 
fe.it,  }>e  leste  may  for-do  )>y  lyue, 
And  liele  hem  alle  but  o  wunde,        11843 
3yt  may  fat  on,5  brynge  )>e  to0  gromid>-. 


Entiere  deit  estre  confession.  ' 
§  'Pa  confessiun  deit  estre  entere, 
t     '    1  ".  c-eo  en  duble  manere  ; 

Primes,  qe  entierement 
vie  must-re)  vtrement 

A  vn  prestre,  oub  plusurs 

Pur  estre  de  pardun  plus  seur).       1" 

-  parceles  aue)c  mustre) 

A  diuerses  prestres  vosd  pechie}, 

Ta  confessiun  est  d<  •]> 
*  Dunt  Den  ne  &st  nient*  pai&          10316 

Af  plusurs,  pwr  meius  hunte  auer, 

Se  veille»t«  les  vns  confesaer. 

^1  Ausi  en  vn  autre  manere 

Deit  ta  cortfessiun  estre  entere  ;       10320 

Qe  en  nule  manere  ne  saith  lesse) 

Qe  vos  pechie)  seient'  cunte),  — 

Pur  pour  ne  }»//A  huntage,  — 

Qe1  mwlt  fre)  vo^re  dammage. 

Nul  peche  luy  ex/"1  jiai-.i 

Qe  a  sclent  ad  un  suln  cele  ; 

Xe°  circuwistance,  ne  nule  i 

Celer  deitp  bon  (i  10328 

lesqe  tut  seit  hors  gete, 

Xe  ert^  le  (jeor  apese.r 


[The-  Talc  of  /»»'-  .s7/,-//>  made  a  Wonif  r<'St  Sin  fly  out 

of  her  Mouth  as  a  *Bl«i:  x  '  Fende  ofHetU.9] 

Of  a  wowman  y  henle  onys  sj     :  .     A  tale   |  *I  Kar  .i.  fole  fewme  iadis9  eateit 

)>at  alle  here  sy//n<-  \\uM--  nat  telle  ; 


4  to  '  omitted.        a  synne  0,  soul-   II. 

no  roan.     4  wndes.     a  one.     *  to  >e  H,  to  0. 


La  duzime  chose,  ke  ele  seit  entere. 


Kar  si 


at. 


tea. 


on  a. 

mie  ben.        '  Knr  a.        «  vol.  . 

rarnuli»<,u 

!»LYNO    8V^. 


n  s.  eat  dunkea,        °  Ne  A,  0m.  B. 

.'•  thirteenth  «••  t  A.  (Harl. 

US.  273)  ends  here  ;  the  real  of  the  MS.  i- 
Edward-the-Second  hand,  and  with  later  forms. 
I  have  therefore  \  t  32  linea  (10331  -62) 

printed  from  //.    //-«  '.   ;-  H  not  later 

07).         •  A.  me  iadis  fole. 


370     Tale.     Shrift  makes  an  unconfest  Sin  fly  out  of  a  Woman,  lilr  «  Hal. 


a  A.  counter.         b  A.  A  confessiun.        c  fust. 

d  grant  B,  om.  A.         e  A  .  .  p.  volt. 

1  A.  les  autres.         s  lui. 

h  A.  prodhome  la  conforta,  B.  frure  le  re  .  . 

1  la  A,  le  B.         k  lesq'ele  conta.  eel. 

1  A.  moutz  anz  out  einz  cele"e. 

ra  A.  Au  frere.         n  Du  bouche  la  f.  est  issuz. 

0  MS.  qe.         P  fu  neir  &  hidus. 

<i  A.  Ce  fu.         r  A.  Qu'en  soun  cuer. 

8  tot  aueit.         fc  Donq  a  pn'mes  s'en  csf. 


b\s  \vu//>man  hadde  do  a  synful  dede ; 

li  re  shamed  to  telle  hyt  for  drede.     11848 

On  a1  day,  grace  was  lieiv  ^yue,  || 
bat  she  bo^te  she  wulde  be  shryue  : 

.  uwmian  come  vnto  a  frere,   £ 
And,  preyd  hynt,  here  lyfe  to  here1.    11852 
As  she  sat  here  shryfte  ynii 
She  f o$te  vppon  fys  yche  sy«ne  ; 
))e  frere  cumforted  here  weyl,  £ 
Boldely  to  sey  euery  deyl ;  11856 

hys  cumforte  made  here  ry$t  bolde, 
So  fat  she  furfe  fe2  sy?ml:  tolde, 
fat  she  hadde  longe  forhole, 
burgh  cunseyl  of  fe  deuyl  stole ;         11860 
Hut,  at  fat  yche  breyde 
fat  she  furfe  fe2  sy/me  seyde,  * 
Come  fleyng  oute,  at3  here  mouf  e  a  blak,  I   1 
Ky$t  as  she  be  wurde  spak  :  11864  § 

f  e  frere  sagli  hyt  apertly,  §  | 

And  fanked  God  of  hys  mercy. 

fat  yche  blak,  y  dar  wel  telle      [leaf  79]        f 
fat  hyt  was  a  fende  of  helle,  11868 

fat  myjt  no  longer  yn  here  reste  ^ 
whan  f  e  sy?me  oute  gan  breste  ; 
But  as  longe  as  she  f  e  sy/me  forhale, 
fee  deuyl  helde  ful  sty  lie  hys  stale  •    11872   # 
For  euer-more  he  wyl  a-byde 
whyl  o  sy?me  may  hym  hyde ; 
And,  for  fat  yche  resim  why, 
Shryue  we  oure  sy?me,  alle  holy ;        11876 
Nat  by  parcelles,  to  prestes  atwy?ine ; 
To  one,  alle  holy,  shryue  fy  synne ; 

1  o.        2  \>ai.        3  of. 


Ke  vne  chose  fet  aueit, 

Pur  hunte  ne  se  pout  confesser,    t 

XT  1  1       ' 

JHe  eel  peche  a  prestre  mustrer.11 
Al  prestreb  est  maint  an  lU'iiu, 
Mes  eel  peche  adc  retenu. 
Pmi  la  grace  Ili^xu  Crist, 
Vn  iur  gmntd  talent  li  prist 
A  .i.  frere  se  confesser, 
E  eel  peche  a  ly  mustrer. 
Taut  cum  ses  pechezf  cunia, 
De  eel  peche  se&  remembra. 
Le  frere  lah  reco?iforta, 
E  ke  tut  deit,  la1  comanda. 
Taut  la  ad  reconforte, 
Ke  cele  cunta  sunk  peche 
Ke  tu3  iurs  avant  out  cele1 
Par  hunte  &  par  nicete. 
11  Ore  oiez  me?*uaile  grant  ! 
K?^aut  eel  peche  vint  avant, 
Al  prestre  m  semblait  ouertemcnt 
Ke  vne  cornaille  apertement 
De  la  boche  a  la  fe?ftme  uolait,n 
Ke  trop  hidus  et°  neir  esteit.1' 
Coe  esti  le  deble,  ben  le  sachez, 
Ky  en  sun  corsr  fu  reposez  ; 
Vnkes  ne  vout  remuer 
Pur  kuant  ke  se  pout  confesser 
Tant  cum  .i.  peche  fust  cele  ; 
Mes  kuant,  plenerement  out8  cunte, 
Dunke  s'en  est  le  deble*  ale  ; 
A  mal  seit  il  comande  !  " 


10:i;>L> 

f-  •!"•  ',lk  • 


10336 
10340 
10344 
10348 
10352 

10356 

10360 
10362 


[For  tlie  next  42  lines  in  B.,  the  Oreison,  tt-c-.,  see 
Le  Prologe  de  Confessiun,  p.  349-51,  1.  8649-8690. 
The  text  following  here  is  from  the  early -written 
part  of  A.  (Harl.  273,  leaf  170,  &c.).] 


11  A.  adds — Vncore  vist  le  prodhoum 

Qu'oi  la  confessioun. 
MS.  Bibl.  Reg.  20,  B.  xiv,  has,  on  leaf  69,  col.  1, 
after  'reposez,'  1.  10388,— 

IF  Kar  par  faus  co7?,fessiun 

Le  deble  en-getter  ne  poet  uul  how ; 

Tant  cum  uul  pech6  how  cele  de  gro 

A  debles  est  tut  co?;tmande'. 

Mes  ka?it  la  few  out  tut  co?ite, 

De  lui  est  issu  le  main'-. 

Ceste  cunta  le  prodoni 

Ky  oist  la  confession. 


Shrift  can  raise  the  Dead  to  Life.  The  1st  grace  dm  to  Shrift :  Life  to  the  Soul.   : ,  7 : 


To  o  presto  telle1  hyt  Query  deyl, 

jjan  art  )>ou  shryiu:  holy  weyl :  11880 

At  oure  shryfte,  God  $yue  vs  my$t 

:>oyntes  to  ku/me,  and  shewe  hem  ryjt. 
Now  haue  30  herde  )>e  poyntes  twelue. 
how  euery  man  shal  shryue  hym  selue, 
And  of  J>ese2  poyntes  lerned  sum  deyl, 
how  30  mow[e]  shryue  $ow  weyl. 
Prestos  ogfite  hem  allo  to  kunne, 
lewed  men  to  teche  and  moniie  ;         11888 
And  but  )>ey  teche  hem  jjys  lore, 
perel  ys  weyl  )>e  more. 
lie  ys  shryfte  for  to  preyse ; 
le,  to  lyue,  he  may  vpreyse  ;     11892 
A  soule  J>at  ys  dede  }>urgri  synne, 
)3urgh  shryfte  comj)  grace  per-ynne. 
Many  godenesse  my^t  men  tell--.         11895 
IInw  shryfte  confourade))  )>e  deuyl3  of 
Lestenef),  gode  men,  to  lere, 
:\ice  of  shryfte  ^e  mow  h 

fhc  fnrstc  grace  t>;it  slwjftc  ; 

)>e  fyret  grace  )>at  fjy  shryfte  shal  ^yue,  ^ 
h«-  make})  J>y  soule  for  to  lyue.  11900 

whan  J>y  mou)>e  wit//  shryfte  ys  opun,   J 
De)>  and  sy//ne  are  bo)>e  oute  Iopu7t. 

Salamon  seyj>,  J)at  ys  wys,    | 
Yn  a  boke  of  Prouerbyys,  [if.  w,  col.  t]  11904 
"  )>•  weye  of  lyu.-, «  \v/t//-outyn  en-i 
Oute    of    ryjtwys    maranes    mou))o    shal 

wende."  * 

<  M  J>«;  mou)>e  |>at  ys  vnry^t, 
hyd  hys5  synne  fro  grace  and6  ly^t ;  11908 
py  moujje',  no  grace  cumj)  ynn  , 
\\lian  J)yn  h.-rto  ys  ded  yn  synn-'  : 
!>•  -\>  ^e  mowe  weyl  se, 


telle  )x>u.        a  •  fxjee '  omitted. 
8  yn.         •  of. 

La  primere  vcrtu  [If.  71]. 


Qe  confessiun  1'alme  viuifie.* 


M'dt  fi-t  '-/iwi'i'ssiun  a  preiser,  8691 

Ce  pt«  bien  par  rosun  n 
Mes  ni  ad  mil  <!<•  mere  nee 
Qe  par-cuntausth  sa  hunte. 
Ore  oie^  cesc  proprete^, 
(^e  meuj  ro?/fessiun  desored  amej:    8696 
Confessiun  primes  uiuifio    [iwf  ITO,  «t  t; 
Alme  par  pech^  enin.-rti.  . 
Quant9  la  buche  ouerej 
A  chescun  confessiun 
Mort  s'en  ist  od  le  j- 
£  la  vie  del  al  i 
I 

Qe  rois  eat  de  svignorie. 
Salomon  nu*  tu\  ceo  rtmtetmc 
KM  vn  linn-  '  i./-.-iierbe6'  nom6,« 
'La  veineh  de  vie  perpetuel 


8700 


8704 


b  Ky  saohe  pami 
«  Ore  etcotes  de  nmffmiun  leu. 
(1  Ky  (IcwrvMifM  moui:  K«.         c 
'  A.  UL        •  ke  p.  ett  .pel*. 


»• 


-     Some  Souls  are  dead  in  Sin.    Grace  comes  thru  Sorrmv.    Shrift's  2nd  Grace. 


To-gedyr  mow  jjey  neuer  be.1  11912 

For  some,  whan  J>ey  come  to  shryfte, 
No  more  wyl  J?ey  here  herte  vp  lyfte 
To  God  for  grace,  but  bej>  harde  as  stone, 
So  longe  haue  )>ey  vritfi  here  synne  gone ; 
Sorowe  of  syrane  haue  )>ey  1103 1,  || 
So  ys  liere  soule  bene)>e  bro^t. 

For,  a  lymine  J>at  ys  ded  or  drye    11919 
)5urgli  sykenes,  or  smete  yn  pallesye,  * 
)}ogli  men  prykke  hyt  wy]>  oghte,2 
For  hyt  ys  dede,  hyt  felej)  no$te  ; 
No  more  of  grace,  )>e  soule  may  fonge, 
]5at  haj?  ley  yn  sy?me  so  longe  ;  11924 

But  Ihe^u  cryst,  fat  none  wyl  tyne, 
he  bogfrte  alle  mankynde  wy]>  pyne, 
And  graujitej)  hym  grace,  hys  shryfte  by- 
gynne,  11927 

And  yn  hys  shryfte,  to  sorowe  hys  synne. 

Jjurgh  swyche  sorow,  cumj)    j>e    lyfe  of 
})e  dcf  of  sywie  awey  to  chace.          [grace? 
Jpan  ys  bys  a  fey  re  jyfte, 
)3e  lyfe  of  euer,  burg  by  shryfte;        11932 
]5y  soule  bat  was  for  syrme  lore, 
J3urgh"  shryfte  haj?  grace  and  lyfe  byfore  ;  i 
ftys  ys  be  grace  and  be  fyrst  vertu, 
J5at  shryfte  do))  to  by  soule  pru.   *     11936 


>f3  secunk  grace  >at  sljrijfte  5 

A-noj>e/-  3yfte  he  ^yuejj  large  ; 
hyt  alegge)?  J)e  of  heuy  charge  ; 
For  euery  sy7ine,  as  hyt  amou?ite)j, 

1  neuer  mowe  ]>ey  be. 

2  Sec  French,  1.  8729  below. 

3  J5e  0,  Te  H. 


a  dist  A,  om.  B.        b  pech6.        c  ne  se  voet. 
d—  d      Devant  tute  gent  ert  ben  mustre 

Le  iur  de  iuuise  a  cele  asemble. 
e  il  A,  om.  B.         f  la. 


|  Est  la  buche'  dist11  'del  dreiturel;   8708 

Car  la  buche  del  pecheur 

Descouerir  sun  peche  e*V  entur  ; 

Car  chescuTi  celeb  qe  il  retient, 

Du?it  confesser  le  ueutc  iiient,  S7  1  2 

dApe>-te  merit  luy  serin  mustre", 

E  su?i  da?»mage  nel  ert  cele.d 
Ore  oie^  cum  ile  iunt  g^rtiit  folie 

Qe  ne  lesserat  entrer  lurf  vie,  8716 

Qmnt  Iur  buche  ne  veile/it*  ouerir 

De  lessir  le  peche  h  issir. 

Signe  de  eel1  enmortissemewt 

En  co?ifessiuw,  ueuw  souent  ;  8720 

Car  aucuns  venentk  enmorti^, 

Qe  de  Iur  pechie^  ne  suwt  coning  ; 
||  Les  mortels  plaies  de  peche^ 

Ne  sente?it,  dunt  suwt1  plaie},  8724 

Mes  sodeineme?zt  en  cowfessant 

Receiue?it  grace  meintenant 

Si  vnt  dolur  de  Iur  peche}, 

Qe  signe  est  de  vie,  ne  dute$.  8728 

#  Car,  me??ibre  mort  ou  enmorti 
Par  la  maladie  del  paralesi, 
Poindrem  poe^  a  uostie  pleisir, 

Mes  nule  pointure  ne  petn  sentir;     8732 

Ausi,°  ne  dute^  mie 

Qe  almep  qe  ad  perdu  sa  vie 

Ne  sente'i  nule  co?ztriciun     [leaf  no,  back] 

Qz^ant  vient  a  wwfessiun,  8736 

Desqes  grace  seitr  receu 

De  Deu,  le  donur  de  vertu. 

*  U  Ceo  e^  dunk  le  prime?*  bien 

Qe  cowfessiun  fet  a  crestien,  8740 

1  Qwant  sa  almefi  viuifie, 
Qe  par  peche  fu  enmortie. 


descharge.fc 

fie  secuwd  bien  est  deschargance,    8743 

L.   Qe  co?zfessiun  estu  san^  dotance  ; 
t  Car,  pwr  chescune  peche  qe  home  fra 

K  Kwant  ne  volent  Iur  buche. 
h  Pur  lesser  Iur  mort.         *  est  coe  de  tel. 
k  deuenent  si.         1  il  sunt  [If.  71,  bk.,  col.  2]. 
111  Prendre  le.         n  po.  purra. 

0  Ausi  par  de  se. 

P  L'alme.     A.  puts  '  qe  alme  '  into  the  line 
above.      q  sent.       r  leske  g.  ait.      s  1'alme  ben. 

1  La  secunde  vertu.         u  fct. 


The  2?w?  Grace  due  to  Shrift.     It  lightens  Folk  of  the  Load  oj 


Shalt  j)ou  haue,  whan  dej>  acou?*tej> ;  11940 

But  yn1  eue?y  tyme  )>at  |>ou  shryuest  J>e,  £[£«*• 

Of  pyne  shalt  )>ou  vncharged  be ; 

For.  )>e  prest  ha|>  powere 

To  asoyle  f>e  quyte  and  clere.  11944 

jyf  J>ou  for  synin-  mayst  haue  sorowe,  ° 
Fro  heuy  pyne  hyt  wyl  J>e  borowe ;  | 
Body  and  soule  moche  ys  a-legged, 
whan  of-  synne  J>ou  art  a-bregged ;     11948 
kyndly,  ys  )>at  man  limy 

Loke  what  lope  seyj),  )>at  was  of  suff- 
)3at  ha|>  >y//n«'d  wykkedly.  ||        [raurzce  ;  J 
He  spekej)  to  God  for  swyche  a  chauwce,  § 
"  Lorde,"  he  seyfc  "  weyl  y  hyt  se,    1 1953 

vnne  ys  alle  a^ens  me  ; 
For,  whan  y  )>enke  on  my  synne,  * 
Ful  of  angwys  y  am  w/t//-ynne  ;  1     11956 
For  heuy  byrdon,  Jjat  y  of  hem  1 

:n  confou7?d<-d,  my  self  to  were." 
And  y  haue  ofte  herd  men  seye, 
And  y  wote  my  self  )>e  certeyn  wey,  1 1960 
|)at,  when  men  haue  sy//n«-d  d«-dly, 
Here  soule  ys  mornyng  and  heuy, 
And  cumbred  ful  of  fo$t  and  drede, 
N    h"  ha)>  no  wyl  to  do  gode  dede ;  11964 
But  whan  J>ey  haue  be  clenu  shryue 

do  J»c  |»i-n:iu//r«-  J>at  was  linn  $yuf. 

In-///  self  wumlyr  ' 

And,  lesse  dremed  on  )>e  ny^t.  11968 

Yn  all.-  J>ys  wrldc  [n]ys8  so  heuy  J>yng, 
As  yn  synne  to  ham-  duvllyng; 
J)e  synne  God  hat<-j>,  |>at  on  IP-HI  Iiaii4'-|j  ; 
And  (ioddes  hatnjil,  ln-Il«-  hyt  fangef  ; 
J)an  ys  wu/  ^-  .-i  I?-  li . 

But  onely  pat  Goddys  mercy  hy//*  w.-rejj, 

1    vn  If,  r,,n.  0.  *  of  by. 

a  Keith  iMfl  'no.1 

»-*    De  gref  paino  charg^  •erra 

MOM  a  clu'HTun.-  !.•••/  k.;  r,,,,^  HriW, 
b  cele  .  .  deschargerrez. 


t  *Peine  rendre  couendra, 

t  Mes  aucune  fee  quant  VM* 

t  Be  ceste  peine  \us  deschargej.b         874S 

I     K'/r  le  prestre  ad  le  poer 

t  De  ceste  paine  \us  aleger.c 

Ceo  fet  led  absoluciun 

Qe  \us*  meine  a  saluaciun  ;  8752 

E,  par  huntef  qe  ani« ; 
o  Aucune  fe^e  q?/ant  VM*  confessej,* 

M    U  •  P^       -li'-?.  ain.-nuse 

La  peine  due  pur  tun  peche' ;  8756 

Car  le  plus  deh  satisfactiun, 

Ceo*  est  hunte  &  contriciun. 
Mwlt  esl  nco  esee 

(t>wantk  en  dou^  manures  €•>•  ^760 

loious  deit  estre  chescun,  <fc  lee^,1 

Qz^ant  ensim  est  deschargej. 
||  E  naturelment  est  dolent 

Ki  ad  de  peche  I'encuwbrement ;      8764 
{  Pur  ceo  dit  lob  le  pacient  : 
§  Si  parole  a  Den  omnipotent, 

"  Mis  me  as  contr&ire  a  tei, 

E  porter  mei  memes  ne  poei,  8768 

i  Tant  suy  pesnw/t  tV  anguss^ 
*  Quant  me  record  di-  in 

II  Aucune  gent  ont  esj  : 

De  eanfessiun  In  i 
t  Qwant  il  furent  «-nruml»u; 

De  aucun  horrible  i--- -In-  :  ;if.  170, bk^ coi. i] 


t  A  lur  GS(  vis,"  .|//-/nt  >nn\ 


i.-liiR-i-e  su;/t  .1.     peaant  fes, 
Cuw  si  vm-  iin-uli-'1  tust  remue 
De  lur  col,  duwt  ervnt 


e-o  Kar  .  .  alcger  B,  o»n.  A. 
•  nwj.         f  la  h. 
«  A  cheMnne  fies  ke 

Ota  A.  m.  15.          k    K.ir. 
">  iML         «»  lllureatauis 
:.-.        q  on  fu  p<W. 


8t  fet  boo. 

h  de  U. 

, 


374 


lightens  Men*  Loud.     The  3rd  Grace  due  to  Shrift:   Anointing. 


And   wyl   [nut]  fat  he  were  cumbred  or1 

shell  t, 
But  a-bydeth  hys  amendement ;          11976 

<  f  e  jyfte  of  shryfte  large, 
And  It'sef  men  of  heuy  charge ; 

Y  rede  we  lone  hyt.  at  alle  our  my^t,  [leaf  79,  back,  col.  2] 
For  body  and  soule,  liyt  make))  ly$t.  11980 


flic  J>ub  gnuc  hit  shrgftc  5gucJ>. 

fe  f  red  grace  of  hys  ^euyng 

ys,  as  hyt  were,  anoyntyng  : 2   J 

Anoyntyng  ys  gode  for  body  sore,      11983 

And  shryfte  ys  a-noywtyng  for  eue/'inore ; 

For,  shryfte  ys3  a  sacrament,   § 

hyt  ys  a  grace,  to  alle  men  lent ; 

And,  who-so  cum))  weyl  far-tyl, 

Foure  fynges  he  liaj)  furgft  skyl; —  11988 

jpe  fyrst  fyng  f  ou  shalt  beleue  ynne, 
To  haue  for^yuenes  for4  fy  synne,  § 
3yf  fat  f  ou  truly  f  e  shryue,  1 
And  weyl  liolde  hyt  yn  fy  lyue.         11992 

Mckenes  ys  fe  toufe/-,  men  telle,  * 
And  yn  gode  hope  to  dwelle, 
Jjat  fe  shryfte,  fat  we  to  go,  11995 

Alle  oure  sywne  may  quenche  and  slo. 

]5e  )>red  ys,  fat  lie  slial  fonde  \ 
To  brynge  hym  oute  of  f  e  fende's  bonde ;  | 
For  fus  hyt  seyf,  weyl  y  wote,  11999 

yn  a  boke  fat  seynt  Austyn  wrote  ;  || 
1  Yn  wey  to  heuene,  may  no  man  be, 
But  he  haue  wyl,  hys  bande  to  He.' 

)3e  fourfe  fyng  fat  slial  be  dy^t,  || 
Alle  hole  fy  wyl,  to  (Jod  almyjt,  1    12004 
Hym  to  wurschepe  oner  alle, 
J)at  he  wulde  to  shryfte  fe  calle, 
And  brynge.  fe  iijen  to  hys  grace 


1  and. 
3  j's  as  a. 


auoytyug  H,  anoyntyng  0. 
4  of. 


8780 


*  La  terce  vertu. 


Seur  sace  de. 


de  co/ifessiun  q//^rt  grace  a  la  gent.a 

t  T  a  tierce  vertue  de  wfessiiui, 

^  Si  escuter  vole^,  \u*  dirrum  : 
J  Ceo  es£,  sur  seib  auer  anoitement 

De  grace,  qe  se  corafesse  souent ; 
§  Car  cowfessiun  est  vn  sacreme?it, 

Qe  quert  g?'rtce  a  la  gent 

Qwttnt  home  vient  dignement 

A  corafessiun,  &  lm?»blement. 
t  Mes  qwatre  choses  auer  deue^ 

Si  dignemewt  venir  vole^  : 
t  U  Primes,  fey  de  remissiun ; 

Car  crere  fermement0  deuu?>i, 
i  Si  leaument  mis  coniessmn 
§  De  nos  peche^  auer  pardun. 
*  II  La  secu?zde  chose  est  hum  i  lite ; 

Qe  home  quide  en  verite 

Qe  del  sacrement  eit  meste?', 

E  pwr  ceo  se  couient  eoTifesser. 
\  H  La  tierce  est,  qe  il  eit  desir 

Hors  des  liens  led  deable  issir. 

(Jar  mil  ne  pet  estre  Justifies 

Si  a  ceo  ne  eit  volunte,*3 

"Deu,  qe  sanj  nus  nw-v  cria, 

San^  THUS  ne  i\us  rectifiera," 
|!  Ceo  dit  sei?it  Austin,  le  clerc  parfit/ 

En  vn  liure  qe  il  escrit.  8804 

;;  H  La  qzearte  chose  est  la  dreine, 

t)i'.  notre  entente  seit  bone  &  seine, 
4.  E  naturels  uers  Deu  seum, 

E  gre}*  de  fiu  qeor  li  rendum, 

Ki  a  co?ifessiun  MIS  ad  apele;, 

Car  san^  li  ne  venu??i,  sache^.h 

A  gratitudine,  Sadie},1  apent,       [if.  ni] 

c  ferm.  crere.         (l  al. 

c  B.  has  '  bone  desivee,'  and  omits  the  next  two 
lines.  f  Sicum  s.  A.  mis  dit.         %  graces. 

h  coe  s.         j  gratitudtt.  ;uisi. 


8788 


8792 


8796 


8800 


8808 


The  4th  Grace  (hte  to  Shrift:   it  shends  the  Fiend  of  H     .  375 


j?at  f  ou  lostest  wtt/t  f  y  wanlace.         1  2008 
whan  foil  art  $olde  to  be  hys  seruau/it, 
hyin  nat,  hut  holde  hym  cunnaunt; 
II  yt  ys  alle  liys,  fat  fou  lyuest  by, 

nat  fan  hys  en[e]my  !  12012 

f  he  fourh'  wire  |\u  sbrpfte  ;nuct>. 

J3e  fourfe  grace  ys  weyl  to  telle, 

how  shryfte  shendef  *  fe  fende  of  helle. 

3y[f]  fou  wylt  make  fe  douyl  shent,  [toafso] 

And  wtt/t-stonde  hys  tycement,          12016 

w«t/<  no  J>yng  mayst  fou  do  hym  so  wo 

As  loue  ofte  to  shryftc  go  ;  J 

J)an  ys  ho  a-shann-d  t<«  triiipto  fe,        12019 

For  fat  J)ou  bewreyyst  hys  pryuyte  :  j 

feys  seyj>  Salamon  fe  kyng, 

'  3yf  fou  shewe  )>y  frend.-  a  fyn 

And  he  fat  pryuyte  bewreye,2 

|}e  loue  betwene  jow  shal  deye.'  j      12024 

Sykyr3  fou  be,  certeynly, 
|3e  fendc  fe  flef  ful  hastyly  :  ; 
wlian  fou  sliryuest  fe  for  hys  shame,   • 
J?at  ys  shenshepe  vnto  liys  name  ;       12028 
II:  sliauicj)  fat  he  ys4  ouercome,  | 
For  fan  ys  moche  of  hys  my$t5  oueraom.',  j. 
And  euerraore  he  ys  fe  more  coward 
For  to  tempte  fe  aftyrward.  1  J032 

<  Jod  l»af  swyche  grace  lent 
l3ur«h  oure  sliryfte  to  make  hym  sheut, 
Fonde  we  fan,  an.  I  1.  n.   nojt, 
)5at  h«  were  to  :o$t;  12036 

VH  we  shuld  haue  gode  wyl 
Tosliend-  liv.-n  f.,t  wulde  vs  spyl. 


a  turner  bewreye. 
Syker  ynogli.        *  y§  so. 
y§  hy§  myffrte  mocln-. 


£  a  naturesce  ensen  8812 

Qe  a  Deu  couenant  teuej, 
£  de  rechaer  vw  garde}. 

Si  ces  qifotre  vert  113  aue$, 
Dignement  a  confessiun  vei  8816 

E  grace  de  Deu  receuere; ; 
Duter  de  ceo  ne*  d- 

(le  confessiun  le  deable  oo  funde. 

T  e  deable  \»<r  \vir  ••.</  '•<//<fumlu 

1  -iun  &  sa  vertu ;          8820 

I'ur  ceo,  si  le  maufe  haie^, 

Car,  le  enimis  bieii  veit 
Qe  ses  maus  engins0  aparceit 
Home  qe  se  conteB*  souent ; 
Pur'  ceo,  si  hanlii-i. 

•f  tempte  mm  il  fist  deuant, 
Qwant  sun  secre  cuwte  auant ; 
Car  issi  trouu//t«  en  escrit, 
Kn  vn  1  in  re  qe  Salomon  fist, 
'  Ki  reuele,'  dist  il,  'secre* 
Qe  sura  ami  li  ad  mustre, 
Pe?'ilre  couient  le  amiste 
De  celi  de  ki  esteit  prtue.' 
I1///-  c«-o  n».  dut«-$  tant  in-  <[>> 
Qe  le  deable  ne  fuith  mein tenant 
Quant  en  hu/fte*  de  luy  va*  ranfesse^ 
E  sun  secre k  decouere$  ; 
( 'ar.  inaleme/it  se  tient  vencu1 

it  ces  engins  suut  aparceu.         8840 
Poer  n'ad  mi.-  pur  ceo  si  grant 

en  home"1  cum  out  deuant ; 


8844 


8833 


8836 


•  n« 

b  La  atKirU  vertu  :    in-1  '  ke  <**f<M>iun  cvnfond 
le  deblcrw. 
hand. 


I'"/-  ceo,  si  autcr  chose  no  fust, 

Confeuer  clu-«'u/<  h«.inen  se  dust, 

t  Pur  <-<;//fmidiv  le  nialuri 

Qe°  uiu  somuiit  a  peche. 

«  A.  CM  egin».        '•  C'ely  ky  so  oonfen. 

•  Ei> 

«  le  trmiom  [If.  72,  col.  2).        h  t'en  ftist. 

1  detpit      •  •.  t«»t.         1.  1,;  AMML 

'"     1  :'ICt. 

»  home  A,  <»/  i 


376     Tempting  u-ithstood  is  not  repeated.     The  5tJt  Grracc :   it  appeases  God. 


AnouJ>er  cumfort  ys  wel  to  mene,  12039 
Jmt  shent  J)e  fende,  and  do))e  hyw  tone  : 
$yf  he  ys  aboute  to  tempte  )?e 
To  any  sy>me,  what  so  hyt  be, 
3yf  foil  wzt/j-stonde  j>e  temptacyowi,  12043 
And  parceyuest  what  he  wld  haue  dou?>, 
J)an  halt  he  hyw  shamly  dysceyued,  § 
J3at  of  hys  queyntyse  J>ou  art  parceyued ;  | 
Ke  he  shal  neuer  efte  haue1  )>at  powere, 
Of  pat  synne  to  tempte  J>e  nere ;  *     12048 
For  )>y  wyjjstondyng  haj)  hyw  rafte, 
Of  hys  temptyng,  alle  J>e  crafte. 

Blessed  ys  shryfte  vritfi  God  almy^t, 
For  hyt  confou??de]>  J?e  deuyl  doun  ry^t ; 
God  jyue  vs  grace,  fe  fende  to  shende,  [*<>  2] 
And  vn-to  shryfte  oure  wyl  alle  wende. 

Eire  fgfuejr  grace  frit  sljrgfte  5guej>. 

?yt  J>yr  ys  a  feyre  ^yfte  12055 

J3at  vs3  purchdcej)  \>e  grace  of  shryfte  ; 
hyt  make])  vs3  lefe,  fere  we  were  lo]>e, 
hyt  pesej)  God  whan  lie  ys  wroj>e. 
wro]>e  shul  we  neuer  \\yrn  make, 
But  hyt  were  for  synne  sake ;  12060 

3yue  Jjou  Jje  shryue,  and  mercy  cry, 
God  for^yuej)  all  \>y  foly. 

weyl  o$t  we  lone4  hym  as  lorde  and  syre, 
J3at  wyl  so  sone  forjyue  hys  yre ;        12064 
ftarfore  seyj)  seynt  Bernard,  * 
J)at  TLOWI,  to  shryfte,  be  slogft  ne  hard. 
Haue  )>ou  mekenes  wzt//  repentaimce, 
And  hope  yn  shryfte  gode  affyau?*cc,  12068 
How  J>ou  hast  my$t  merueylusly 
Ouer  God,  and  hyse  fat  are  hym  by, 
And  ouercomest  hym  gracyously, 
)3at  nouw  may  wy?«ie  wit//  maystry  ;  12072 

1  haue  eft.        2  fyfj>e.        3  vus. 
4  to  loue. 


t  H  Ore  vus  dirrai  vn  grant  cu??ifort : 
Ki  le  vblie,  il  ad  tort.  [if.  m,  coi.  *]      8848 

Sauer  deit  chescu?^  horn, 
t  Qwant  restiet  a  te?«ptaciun, 

lames  ne  auei-a  pl^-!l  poer 
*  De  eel  peche  vtts  tempter,  8852 

Le  deable  qeb  vus  te??^pta  deuant ; 
§  Car  il  auera c  hunte  si  g?f«nt 
J  Qe  ces  engins  su?*t  aparceu, 

E  qe  il  est  en  te?»ptant  vencu.          8856 


Qe  confessiun  apese  da///pne  Deu. 


p'onfessiun  apese  ae  da?ftpnc  Deu 
t  ^  Quant  vet-s  pechours  vst  offendu ; 
t  Autremewt  nel  peot  nul  corucier, 

Seur  seie^,  forsf  par  pecher.  8860 

Merci  crie^  en  cowfessant, 
t  E  Deu  vus  pwdoine*  meintenant. 
t  M?dt  dussu?>i  tiel  seign?^?'  amer, 

Qe  si  e#£  du^,  &  pitus  de  qeor.  8864 

f  Pur  ceo  dist  de  co?zfessiun 
*  Seint  Bernard  li  sages  horn, 
f  "Oh  humilite  de  repentan^, 
t  0  esperance  des1  cowfessan^,  8868 

t  Cu?»  ask  meruillusement 
t  Poer  sur  Deu  omnipotent ! 
t  Tu  veins  Deu  pa?*  ta  vertu 
t  Qe  par  nul  poer  e^1  vencu,  8872 

deu'  written  on  the  bottom  margin  in  a   later 
hand. 


e  a  A,  om.  B.        f  ke. 

a  pus  le.        b  Ky.        c  A.  ad.  e  pardoint  [If.  72,  bk.].       h  Ai.       i  Ay  e.  de. 

'  La  qieinte  vertu  ; '  and  « ke  cowfessiun  apese       k  auez.        !  Ky  p.  n.  poet  estre. 


~>t-h  Grrace  dice  to  Shrift:  it  icitis  w  Forgiveness ;  it  is  God's  Messenger.    377 


1         It   fyng,  for  drede  hym  doutef,  || 
And  t<>  hy»  dome,  alle  fyng  loutef. 

Shiyftr,  J).,u  art  of  grete  vertu,  J 
And  purchacest  to  vs  grete  pru ;          1 1'"7»'> 
F"i  whan  fou  comst  byfore  fe  k\ 
Forgyuenes  ys  f  yn  askyng  ; 
And  fat  yche  kyng  louef  fe  so  wd. 
)3at  he  for^yuef  fe  euery  deyl.  120SO 

Shryfte,  fou  art  Goddes  messangere  ;  £ 
)>»u  makyst  synful,  anwgelys  pere; 
J3--U  purchasest  vs,  pes1  and  gryf  ; 
vf  to  vs  fe  prophete  Dauyd  : 
whan  he  was  yn  synnu  shent,  12085 

And  dampnable  yn  lugement, 
A  wurde  he  seyde  to  fe  prophete, 
'•  V  haue  synned ;  y  wyl  of  lete."  *  12088 

:i  ft-  pr"phete  for^aue  hys  syrane 
whan  he  seyd  fat  he  wulde  blynne.  [if.so,bk.] 
|3e  glose  here-on  seyf  redyly,   \. 
1  h«-  }>at  shryuef  hym  parfytely,  J       12092 
Asswyfe,  for  fat  slnyft 
He  haf  for^yuenes,  of  Goddys  ^yfte.'  || 

!!••  fat  fenkef  for  to  be  shryue, 
And  hope  hyt  ys  to  be  forjyu»s          1209G 
^yf  hyt  so  be  fat  he  \v /t//-dra wi- 
ll •.-  mys-dede,  for  Goddys  aw.  , 
)3an  may  y,  ful  weyl  proue 
|3;it  |jc  prophete  Dauyd  seyde  ahoue:  12100 
}:      he  seyd  yn  hys  lyu. . 
MM-  to  shi 

\  God  foi^aue  in<-,  as  s- 
All-  fe  synnes  fat  y  haw:!  d 

}-••    l.yblr   llicn    tVll'lr   fr>i-    J»yil^'>. 

Yn  a  boke  fat  ys  of  kynges. 

1   |»-.--.          -  tlnuvj'.  li.-i.l--. 

Kivnrl,.  1.8885-86. 

»>  Ky  «ur. 

c-c  These  four  lines  omitted. 
d  certes  B,  m> 

•"*  Ky  isti  Met  M>  boeoingnes  esnlcit^r. 
'  de  rait .  .  See  Kngi 


Le  iuge  qe*  est  si  drciturel, 

Qe  desurb  tute  rien  fet  a  duter. 

cL'empire  vu#  troue^  tres  bien  vaillawt. 

Mwlt  ost  de  tei  la  vertue  «/•  8876 

^•//'/nt  pifrdun  c<>nquerej  meintenant 

Del  empereur  si  passant." c 

H  M?*lt  est  certesd  bon  message r, 

eQe  si  ces  bosoignes  espleiter  8880 

Vent,  &  peot  de  bon  qeor, 

De  sun  ami  aleger.*" 

Ceo  n?w  est  l»ien  inn- 

Par  Dauid  le  prophete  Dee,—          >S*i 

En  vn  liure  le  trouu;^,          n»f  m.bwk] 

Qe  "  liure  des  rois  "  apelum/ — 

Qw«nt  out  peche  mortelment, 

E  da?)ipne>  fu  par  iugemewt,  8888 

Par  vne  parole  q<*  ]>/v/nii!icia 

'lit  a  Nathan  stiw  i>eche  gwnta  : 
h"Icoay  ix?che,"dist  Daui. 
Mes  del  prophete  fut  tantost  oy,h      8892 
4<Dawpne  Deu  ad  translate," 
Dist  Nathan,  uv(wfre  p.- 
VIM.-  glose'  sur  ceo  dit, 
*  Ki  se  confessek  de  qeor  p^-fit .         8896 
Tantost  apres  la  c«///tVs.-iun, 
De  dawpne  Deu  receit  j^/'dun  . ' 
Neis1  qwant  se  pense  rowfesser, 

duner:  8900 


r  rr  Dauid  oeo  \»-  '"-mi  ; 

t  "  De  cofifessiT."  di-t.  "an 

•I    I.  l».-u  par-dim.  i  lr  ini-j- 

saducui.  .1.-  miu*»  IKV: 


h-h 


i  Veirfli 
mdll 
n  san  B 

1  i!. •!    hull.!. 


k  Ke  cil  kc  M  oonfes. 


378        Tht  6th  Grace  due  to  Shrift :  it  joys  all  the  Court  of  Heaven. 

(The  SlJVtC   grace  fUt  SljrnttC  5i;UC}\  Le  sime  bien  %>  e*/  en 

The  syxtc  .urace  of  shryfte  to  neuene,  f  Te  sime  bien  del  cowfessant 

Hyt  ioye})  alle  )>e  court  of  heuene.   J  12108  A  Est,  sache^  vwx,  m?dtb  grant; 

whan  )>ou  Jje  mekest  to  make  J>y  shryfte,  |  J  Car  la  curt  de  ciel  enioisse}0 

))e  auwgelys  of  heuene  )>ou  $yuest  a  $yfte ;  |  Qwant  huwbleme?it  \us  ccwfessej,     8908 

A  swetnes  of  ioye  ys  hem  among,   J 

fcat  ys  confermed  wit/i  gospel  song;   12112  f  Qetl  e,s^  par  le  euangelie  cwferme" 

'  Yn  heuene,  ys  more  ioye  auenaunt,  §  Qe  no*£re  siree  nws  ad  cunte, 

Of  a  synful  man  repentaunt,  ||  §  '  Qe  en  cie}f  <**  ioie  Plzw  8mnt 

i                   t  AH  r  De  vn  pecheur  repentant,                   8912 

tan  of  nynty  awigelys  and  nyne        1211o  J  Qe  de  ^^  J  iug^ 

))at  neuer  sywned,  ne  were  worjry  pyne ; '  t  Qeg  qwi-fces  suwfc  ^e  lur  pechej. 

]3ys  ys  Goddys  owne  wurde,  E  ne  mieh  les  sein^  sulemewt, 

And  redde  yn  chyrchu  at  hys  borde.  Ein^  suwt  les  angles  enseine?it,           8916 

\vhan  ]jou  repentest  with  ]?y  gode  wyl,  Quant  vn  pecheur  se  repent 

And  clene  art  shryue  of  alle  Jjyn  yl,  12120  f  E  se  corafesse  clierement.1 

)3e  au?igelys  make  for  }>e  a  fankyng,  Mwlt  hautemewt  ert  me?-cie 

|5at  fou  fulfyllest  here  grete  lougyng ;  Ki  a  ceo  se  auera  haste ; k                  8920 

Longyng,  ful  ofte  J>e  au«gelys  make,  12123  f  De  long  oil  regardewt  soue?it 

what  tyme  we  wyl  oure  sywnes  forsake,  f  De  nostre  vie  amendemewt.  [if.  ni,  bk.,  col.  23 
Jjat  we1  were  redy  to  haue  J?at  blys 
That  for  vs2  ordeyned  ys  ; 
For  juirgh  )>e  manhede  of  Ih&ms,    [lf^'2^kt' 
Ys  here  ioye  fulfylled  yn  vs.               12128 

ftan  ys  hyt  on  )>e  toujw  party 
whan  we  sy?me3  dedly ; 
we  lese  j>e  ioye  J?at  pey  are  ynne, 
For  long  lyggyng  yn  oure  sywne.        12132 

Y  trowe  euery  man  Jjat  had  ]>ys  jjo^t,  f  "Si  ceo  bien  entendissum, 

wulde  fill  sone  of  synne  be  brojt,  t  Mttlt  grant  huute  aueruw 

)3ogh  hyt  were  for  noun  oj>er  J^yng,  ^onSef  psir  en'  Pech^' 

'      l7                                              . 01  Qfl  Paru^t  lur  ioie  fut  pttrloygnA 
But  for  J)e  au?igelys  grete  longyng;    121.3o 

Shryue  we  vs  j)an,  most  and  leste,  f  Vistemewt  dune  releue3, 

And  make  J>e  au?«gelys  a  feyre  feste.  f  E  as  angles  grant  feste  fre}. 

Shryftii  ys  )>e  ^ate  of  heuene,  f  IT  Confessiun  est  la  porte  de  ciel, 

Hyt  ys  a  wey  J>at  ledej>  vs  enene ;       12140  Kefu  a  pecheur  mortel ; 

1  we  0,  om.  H.         -  vs  alle.         3  synnen.  d  Coe.         e  seignur.         *  cele.         s  Ky. 

h  ne  simt  mie  lez.         i  outrement. 


a  La  siine  vertu  ;  and  '  ke  cwifessiun  eat  g/vmt  ioie  k      ly  ert  honure  (raercie  dotted  under) 
as  angles'  written  on  the  ton  margin  in  another  confewmm 

}iaiul.  Ky  coe  auera  fet  de  gre\ 

b  N'est  pas  petit,  ainj  est.        c  est  ioius  &  lez.  '  en  nul  vil. 


Unshriven  Folk  cant  cut.  ,-  H.-u-.-n.     The  7th  Grace  blind*  the  Devil.     379 

A  n«.l  at  fe1  entre,  ys  none  forsake  f  L'entr6  ne  luy  ert  vi6» 

Jjat    ys   weyl   shryue,    and    ha])    penaimce   t  Qe  bi«  u  8932 

take; 

And,  ])u  J)ut  vnshryue  be,  t  cQe  ci  ne  se  t-o/ifesse  mie, 

ft,.  i..  jvy  _.  ;.   none  entre.  1  1*144    t  Kntrer  ne  peot  la  porte  de  \ 

Alias,  fat  oure  sy/me  ys  so  <ji  Apyes  morte  line/it  pecher, 

J}at  lese])2  J>e  ioye  )>at  we  are  1«  f,  :  U«T.  8936 

God  graunte  vs  alle  swych  shryfte  to  t 

,  )>e  aungeles,  ioye  im>w  inak«i  !  1  L'  1  1s 


f  I)C  SCUenfe  gr;UC  1\U  SliniftC  ;niUvt\        ae  ^//fessiun  le  deable  enueogli*td 

ouenj)e  ys,  ami  fat  weyl  endyj), 
*  ])at  oure  sbryfte,  fe  d.-nyl  l.lynde]).' 


ouenj)e  ys,  ami  fat  weyl  endyj),  *  p'onfessitin  le  deable  enueogliste 

p<"*  poer  de  Ihe^u  Crist  ; 


li<-  made  n  fall,  vi  i-lvit,  t  ^25  '  l'he,r  nfi*f 

,  _.  K_    T  fcspmtele  vie  nwx«  tolist,  M)  10 

He  refte  vs  ftlle  gostely  sy3t  ;  12152       papuwt  1HWh  fist  trebucher 


Fro  sywne  to  synne  he  made  vs  falle,  f  De  v»i  peche  en  autre  niortel  ; 
And  "in-  fadres  byfore  vs  alle. 

Y  rede  we  $elde  hym  )>e  cou?/tre  paye,  t  Ausi  le  cuwtrepan  li  rende^ 

And  l>]yndt;  we  hym  fro  hys  praye.    12156  §  Qw«nt  leaumeut  vus  ronfessej, 

we  put  oute  hys  y^e3  gostly  J  J  Ces  oils  espirit.-lnu'nt  ci- 
whan  wc  >hryiu-  v<  opunly  :  E  sa  vue  luyk  tolej  ; 

Certes  he  may  nat  knowe  vs  efte,       12159  t  Conustre  m   \  /  >  p.-ot  apres 
For  oure  shryfte  ha})  hym  )>e  sy^t  i  Qt^ent  de  vos  peche^  serrej1  cowfes;    8948 

:ay  weyl  y-shewed4  be  t  E  ceo  vus  cowf«-i  m.-iMi 

w/'t//  •  a  tale  of  an  autoryte.  t  Pur  vne  cunte  (\em  cunterai. 


[A  Tale  of  How  to  put  the  Devffs  Eye  out  spiritually^  or  H<> 

Shrift  ,i  Man  made  //////>•/•//'  //,/•/>• /////•  f<>  tl,,    ,  //•/«>  before 

used  to  left>/  ///„<,  about  <7//////</.6] 

Jjyi  \vasonysanerniyte,  A  t  dc.    •   UM  -••in:  home  iadis  esteit         .«K«»»/«in. 

]pat  was  «-u»r  yn  Gode  parfyte;  [if.»i]  li'li'.  1        Q«  bid    ttltan  i-  DM  .sl.».r>2 

•« •!)<•  h«  hadd.-  ..t'  ( i-.ddys  grace,  t  Receu0  grace  de  Deu  out, 

1  )>rtt.        «  leweb.        3  ye.  Ky  ben.        «-«  OmitUd. 

4  y-ahewedeO,  wtwe«l  II.  d  De  confeaaian ;  and  'CoiifwaiuM  auoglut  le 

ive  read  many  analogoun  storien  in  the    iliable'  written  on   the  top  margin   in 

Qgl     (.f  'lli«-     Mi-!  :it     til'"      llllll.l. 

not  IMUII  i  '  •  auoglitt        '  cui/i  k»«int  p.  TU*. 

205.  «  Ten  TK«.        h  TIM. 


•  del  ciel  n'ert  >.. ..    I          k  E  la  veu  oatrement  ly.        '  terna. 

Burguy.)  m  ke  TIM.        h  Ky  t-  K  tel. 


380      The  Tale  of  hmv  Shrift  puts  the  Devil's  Eye  out,  and  blinds  him. 


|3at  he  coude  knowe,  yn  eue?y  place, 
whych  men  were  yu  dedly  synne,  | 
And  who  was  gode  lyfe  wat/i-ynne ; 
And  also,  he  myjt  se  weyl 
jjyng  ]>at  was  spy^uele. 

An  halyday  fyl,  as  ys  J>e  acyse, 
Men  to  go  to  Goddys  seruyse ;  12172 

j)ys  erymyte  lened  hym  on  a  walle,  || 
And  badde  hys  bedys,  and  loked  ouer-alle, 
And  beheld  fe  folke  fat  come  yn  fe  gate,1  ° 
whyche  come  erlye,  and  whyclie  late,  12176 
whyche  come  \vith  2  gode  deuocyouw, 
And  whyche  for  oufer  enchesourz : 
Alle  sagh  J>ys  ermyte  eue?*ydeyl,         12179 
who  come  wrong,  and  who  come  weyl. 

As  he  stode,  he  toke  gode  hede, 
How  a  deuyl,  a  man  gan  lede ; 
wet/i  hym  he  com  alle  weyl  J>e  gate, 
And  ledde  hym  to  )>e  chyrche  ^ate,    12184 
And  yn  to  fe  cherche^erde  : 
Forfer  durst  he  nat,  for  ferde. 
And  whan  he  yn-to  fe  cherch  shuld  go, 
J5an  brast  j>e  fende's  chayn  yn  two  ;    12188 
)3e  fende  stode  sty  lie,  and  loked  a-boute, 
And  a-bode  )>ys  man  wyf-oute ; 
On  hys  clawys  he  helde  fys  cheyne,  12191 
And  loked  what  tynie  he  come  a^eyne.  § 
fe  holy  man  $aue  godti  tent 
whyder  fat  yche  man  was  went.   * 
fat  yche  man,  fat3  was  yn  synne, 
And  hadde  longe  leye  J>er-ynne ;         12196 
J5urgfi  grace  of  J>e  holy  spyryt, 
he  $ede  and  shroue  hym  astyt, 
And  jot  neue?*  to  turae  a^eyn 


t  Car:i  sauer  poeit,  qwant  qe  il  vout, 

Quant  vn  home  ot  auis4, 
12168    |  Si  il  esteit  enb  peche. 


U  Vn  iur  enc  la  symeine, 

t  P«?*auenture  le  dymeine, 
N'esteit  mie  le  drener       [leaf  172] 
Qed  veneit  al  muster, —  8960 

Car,  cum  horn  plus*  Deu  amera, 
Plus  ve?-s  muster  se  haustera  ; — 

||  Outre  le  mur  ou  se  apoua/ 

o  La  gent  venawt,  regarda ;  8964 


De  vn  home  se  aparceueit 
t  Qe  le  deable  lie  meneit ;  s 


t  Mes,  qw«nt  il  entra  leh  cymiter, 

t  Les  liens  vist  debruser.  8968 

t  Le  home  en  muster  csf  entre, 

t  Le  deable  dehors  est  demore ; 

§  Sun  pmim  ileoc  attend i ; 

Pur  nul  bien,1  sache^  de  ti.  ^7 '2 

Sauer  desira  la  verite, 

Le  sei?zt  qe  vist  cest  sec"re  ; k 
*  Del  home  pmt  garde  grant 


I5ut  sorowed  fat  he  fer-ynne  had  leyn. 
whan  fat  fys  man  shryue  was, 

1  0.  gloss  '  wey.'  2  for.  f  apuya. 

:!  >at  0,  « bat '  struck  thru  in  H.  h  en  le. 

a  Ke.        b  en  mortel  B. 

c  Par  .i.  iour  de.        d  Ky.        e  meuz.  n  sren  est. 


t  Qe  co?ifesser  se1  ala  meintenawt ; 
12199       Mwlt  fu  en  g?*ant  co?itriciun 
t  Quant  fum  en  cowfessiun. 
t  Confes,  a  1'hostel  est n  ale  ; 


liez  ly  amenait. 
Pur  ly  prendre  [If.  73,  col.  2]. 


k  Le  seint  horn  ke  coe  ad  esgarde. 
1  Ky  c.  s'en.         m  vint. 


The  Tale  of  how  Shrift  y>^.«  the  Demi's  Eye  out,  and  blind*  him.     381 

And  was  passed  fat  synful  pas,    [leafsi.coi.s]  Le  seint  home  Tad*  regarde;             8980 

n  man  come  oute  fere,  1  Dreit  deuant  le  deable  passa 

»e  fende  loked  aboute  eu^v-wh, -re,    12204  .  g«*  i]  ho»  del,  mustef  ala» 

,  I  Mes  le  raaufe  nel  conust 

And  coude  nat  fynde  hym,  for  no  nede,  }  j  Qaant  u  pasger  Je  vigtb 

Among  )>e  ouj>»/-,  J>ere  }>ey  $ede ;  De  long  oil  regarda  le  glotun 

J3e  sy^te  of  hym  haddf  he1  lore,  +  Qw«nt  hora  venistc  sun  prisun  ; 

!i  h-   H''  n-xt  hym  by  fore.  «  12208  Lier  le  <luida»  &  remener, 

Long  loked  j,at  foule  wytfit,  J  ^m  il  out  fet  ve/«  lf  mV* ter' 

Mes  sun  purpos  fut  faus^J  : 

lo  nat  se  hym  wit//  no  syjt;  ,  inc  cent  eit  n  de.h^  ,  d 

He  stode  stylle  tyl  alle  men  were  gou/i,  Le  sei/it  bicne  se  aparceueit 

But  sy^te  of  hym  hadde  he  nouw.       1  L'L'  1 1'  '  ,'«•  eel  home  le  deable f  attewdeit       8992 

holy  ermyte  to  hym  pile  :  '  I?  a  out  auant  lie ; 

„%,                          i    «/                    i  M  ad  le  deable  aresun^  : 

«  Treytur."  lie  seyd,  -  for  what  nede  f  M  Cunte5;,  disfc  a>  „  vistenientj 

ist  )jou  here ;  telle  hyt  me,  |  Ki  VU8  atende3  si  longement ;            8996 

Yn  Gotldys  name,  y  coniure  J)e."        12216  f  Par  Deu  viu  comand*  om/npoten 

frm  answered  }>at  glotouw,  Qe  VM*  neh  me  cele3  nient'1 

•'  y  abyde  here  my  prysouw,  f  f  "  Vn  home,"  dist,'  "ai  attendu ;    8999 
)3at  long  ha|)  be  vndyr  my2  liande,     1  L'L'  1 ',» 
And  ham-  l«-d  hym  aboute  vrith  J?ys  bande; 

nte  he  yn  fro  me, 

He  come  nat  oute  $yt,  )>at  y  coude3  se ;  *  Merueille  me  semble  qe  il  ne  erfk  issu." 

Anionj  many,  y  haue  hym  so$te ;       12223  Le  semt  home  se1  est  aparceu 

M.  ^  iik-  ^ ;  wundyr,  y  fyndc  hym  no^te."  *  Qe  le  deable  esteit  deceu  ; 

J)ys  ermyte  hyed  fast  and  ran, 

And  oueHoke  J>ys  yche  man,  Al  hostd  c«-l  home"11  orf  ale" ; 

And,  i-ivyd  hym  a  stounde  to  dwelle,  Le  seint,"  si  1'ad  demandr                 it»j<»t 

i  of  hys  lyfe,  nimwluU  to  telle:    12228  .  §°  8^  e8t?fc  ***!+*• 

r  D,-u  n.-M  n.'"celau8t. 

Y  graunte,    he  seyd,     to  J*  to  seye.  ,   le  home  (ut  H  (Minta> 

To  f                ,  as  y  wente  my  weye  f  '  Qtwnt  il  vers  muster'  ala,               9008 

:»j  charged  yn  a  synne, —  ||  J  Talent  li  prwt  sei  confessor 

And,  long  had  y  leye  bere-ynne—     1  2232  (<!w"nt  U  Inuwta 

..v,,,,,,,,,^^,, j  ,i?KrS 

And  amende  |>e  trespas  yn  my  lyue.  ,,.  IU,M4.r  pwr  entrai ; 
r.  he,  y  shroue  me  weyl,       1  lii'.'JC       Pureraewt"  me  confessai; 
rly  of  euery  deyl ; 

1  heO,  In                 3  mi            3  may.  b  n«L        *  (lit  il. 

<  b-,  x  k'il  Dent,        l  M  A,  om.  B. 

111  1'ottel  oettoi  a'en.        n  toiut  horn. 

a  E  le  s.  h.  ad                            .  .  ueait.  pur  d.  ren  nc  Iv.        P  Ke  knont 

-rs  vendreit  H,  veni.Ht  A.        d  dehce.  lo.        T  I'egliae  pan  I 

8  horn  ben.        f  1-  d.  f.-st  hum.        «  oon  "  Oatrem 


cuid  French   Talcs  of  How  Shrift  1'limfs  the  Devi/. 


Blessed  be  now  God  alniy^t, 
Me  )>ynkej>  y  am  wimdyrly  ly^t." 

friii  )>o$te  J>e  Ermyte  astyte,  12239 

J>at  whan  men  haue  yn  synne  delyte,  [8i,i,k.]  § 
frin  ha)>  j?e  fende  enchesoim 
To  bynde  hym  as  a  presu/? ;  ' 
And  whan  he  haj>  wyl,  hym  to  shryue, 
Hys  bandys  brest,  and  al  to-ryue  ;      12244 
And,  whan  he  ys  clene  shryuyn, 
]5e  deuyl  knowej)  hym  no  more  syj>en. 

)3e  holy  man  come  Jjan  to  j?e  deuyl, 
And  bad  he  shulde  do  no  man  euyl,  12248 
But  go  to  helle,  J?ere  he  come  fro, 
Euer  to  dwelle  yn  pyne  and  wo. 

frirfore,  y  rede  bat  we  bygynne 
To  shryue  vs  of  alle  our  sy?ine.  12252 

a  Kar  mut.        b  esteit  A,  mn.  B. 


9016 


t  Beneit  seit  dawpne  Dee, 
t  Mwlta  me  sent  alege  !  " 
t  U  Le  seint  home  bien  entendi 
i  Qe,  \mr  ceo,  lie  esteitb  del  enimi, 
§  Qe  il  sun  peche  ne  uoutc  lesser, 

Ne  talent  ne  out  sei  cowfesser;          9020 

E  qe  ces  lie?js  simt  debruse 
t  Q?«mt  cu?*ter  ces  pechej  out  volimte  ; 
t  E  qwant  il  esteit  bien  conies, 
t  Nel  conust  nientd  le  deable  ap?-es.    9024 
Le  deable,  plorant,  s'en  ala, 

E  le  seint6  le  miracle  publia, 

La  grant  f  vertue  de  conkssiun  cunta, 

reuelaciun  Deu  loa.  9028 


c  volait. 


pas. 


e  seint  horn. 


[A.  (Harleian  273)  goes  on  with  a  second  Tale, 
which  is  printed  at  the  bottoms  of  this  and  the  next, 
three  pages  (1.  9029-9208).  This  Tale  is  not  in  B. 
(Harl.  4657),  or  Arundel  MS.  288,  If.  74,  bk.,  or 
MS.  Reg.  20  B  xiv,  or  Roberd  of  Brunne.] 

f  grant  A,  om.  B.        «  E  de. 


[The  French  Tale  of  How  the  Christian  Slave  lived  in  Adultery 
with  his  Pagan  Mistress,  and  How,  by  Confession  and  promising 
to  leave  off,  he  blinded  the  Devil,  and  prevented  him  from  know- 
ing anything  about  his  Sin.l~\ 


A  ceste  cunte  vn  autre  gist,  . 
Qe  vn  seiwt  home  me  dist, 
Qe  iadis  esteit  vn  paen 
Qe  en  seruage  tint  vn  creistien, 
A  ki  il  bailla  tut  sun  nianer, 
Car  il  le  saueit  bien  garder  ; 
La  clief  li  bailla  de  sa  viande  ; 
E  ki  bien  garder  li  comande 
Dust  sa  fewme  &  sun  enfant, 
Car  il  memes  fu  Marchant  ; 
Pur  ceo  ne  pout  entendre  ; 
Car  luy  couint  achater  &  vercdre, 


Ion  leaf  172,  coL  2] 

xempium.   9029 


9032 


[if.  172,  bk.] 

9036 


9040 


Souerct  aler  en  aliene  tere, 
Cum  apent  a  Marchant  fere. 

Qwant  le  paen  fu  ale  Marchander, 
Al  ostel  fu  le  crestien  bacheler,  9044 

Qe  od  sa  femme  souent  iua, 
Souent  sist,  &  souewt  ala, 
Tant  qe  le  deable  les  acopla ; 
Dou$  an}  ou  pht£  la  hanta.  9048 

1T  Iceste  chose  fu  reuel£ 
Al  paen  en  secre  ; 
Le  paen  se  tust,  &  rien  park, 
Mes  a  plusurs  le  demanda  9052 


1  This  Tale,  says  Gaston  Paris,  looks  as  if  it  Wright's  Latin  Stories  (no.  XXX),  and  that  in  the 

came  from  the  Vitas  Patrum ;  but  he  could  not  Libro  de  los  Exemplos  (no.  293),  are  alteid  and 

find  it  there.     The   Latin   form  of  it,  borrowd  modernised  variants   of   this   Tale. — Hist.   Litt. 

from  the  preacher  Bromyard,  and  seen  in  Thos.  xxviii.  206. 


TJte  8tk  Grace  dm  to  Shrift:  it  makes  Cltrist  /      -  /     '/'"le.     383 


be  enable   ance  [nit  shrnfte  ;imef\ 

r  ylyke, 
hyt  mak-)?  I  <u  cryst  to  f>e  meke.2 

3yt  )>yr  ys  a  p/»perte, 

fv  -hryl'ta  shal  In-  :      ll'l.'~"'> 
As  ofte  as  )>ou  yn  synne  doust  falle,  # 
As  ofte  rys  vp  fro  hem  allf, 

wy  \>  no  feyntyse, 
w/t//  \vrry  shryfte  shalt  J>ou  ryse.       12260 

Baptem,  fro  Adams  synne  vs  drewe,  § 
But  shryfte  dense J)  vs  euery  day  in  v 
we  synful  mow  Jmrfore  be3  bolde ; 
To  vs  ys  shryfte  a  blysful  holde ;        1 
As  ofte  as  J>ou  to  shryfte  art  wi-nt, 
As  ofte  helpe))  )>e,  f>e  sacrament :  | 
Here-of  spekej)  Isayi;  ^ 
A  \vunlc  yn  livs4  prophesy e,  TJi'ti^ 

"whan  man  haj>  t'yllod  hys  soule  wt't/i  yllc  J 

1  eyghtej>e.        2  mvk.\        s  be  barfore. 
*  hys  O,  07/i.  H. 

»  Omitted.     Vtilitas  confessionis,  Aruiiclt 
If.  74,  bk.,  col.  1. 


Qe  "'//fessiun  >;,n tinue  ses  biens.* 

[on  If  of  ITS.  bark,  cot.  11 

rjonfessiuu  continue  cesb  biens,        9209 
Tant  e*/  plwx  vtile0  as  creistiews. 

*  Car  si  vt/g  mile  fee^d  c 
Mil  feed  releuer  ix>ej 

Par  v  / :  iun 

E  suffisante  co//triciun. 

11  Baptesme  VMX"  vaut  f<-i>  uin-  : 
§  Pur  \m  acjuitf-r  «!«•  p. 
t  Mes  co;/f«-ssiun  vautf  tu^  iurs, 

Refu  \yurrn  pecheur  ai 
Tant  souent  qe  se  veut*  confess. 
|  Chescune  fee  qe  se  confess 
Le  sacrement,  sache;,  luy  ua; 

#  1T  Pur  ceo  trouum  nus]l 

De  Ysaie  le  ]•/',,,;  ,iitt 

"A  Talim-,  pfin.U;,  pcchorusc, 
Qe  dust  estrc  la  I>  .  pr.  ITS,  bk^  coi.  i] 

J  Qwant  de  pechO  ••>•/  >uilk-k 

b  ses.        c  est  meudre.        d  in 

«  ne.        '  VIM  vaut  [If.  73,  bk.,  col.  3]. 

K  cum  sei  uoot.        h  nus  A,  otn.  B. 

«  K.  ky. 


De  ces  veisins,  si  sustre?<t  rien, 

K  il  <liseint  qe  ceo  sust  il  1"  n. 

Qe  men;  diseint  tu;  si  qe  nai 

Si  prou6  fust  pttr  lur  lay.  905G 

•    M//lt  fut  dol.-nt  le  paen     [leaf  ITS,  back,  i»] 

•it  ceo  ent<Mi< li  «!••!  crestien; 
Mes  ne  voleit  crere  qe  verite  fust 
Au  nit  i|'  Min  l)«-u  .lit  li  ust;  9060 

•leit  pas  vengciii'v4  p/-«  n<li<- 

li  fist  i-iitandre; 
t  lecreisti.  n. 

Ne  poeit  pas  ent.  //di,   l,i,-n.  9064 

f  En  le  tens  qe  ceo  est  • 

Yll    .Ir.iljjr    fl    pals    a 

•  •  T  a  la  gent 

Verite  in  wit  soucnt.  9068 

. 

1  doable  ad  ilr 
f  "  Beausire.'Mit  il.  Md«  pussance, 


A  ki  s*riii  ai  «!• 

!•'.  fr.ii  tatdil  HUU  «i    :  mre,    [if.  iTt, bk., col.  t] 

( )i<^  ma  ]»/ 

leo  vug  pri,  cum  a  Den  :ai, 

Vne  chose  a  •  di ;  9076 

A  mu//  (»trl  ai  \n  i-r.-ixti,.|i 

A  ki  ifo  baillai  tut  nnin  l>i« -n. 

Tant  cu?u  aueie,  dc>'  illc, 

scrit  &  sanj  tailK-.  '.>0>«> 

(  u//'  home  deit  a  leal  aergant — 

mi 

</.  .    JIM,    . :  :  :.: ,  ;     mi.  9084 

Mes  ore  i  ad  el  }>ais  vn 
Pur  <[ei  ieo  suy 

<  me  dist,  &  IVin  n 

Qe  il  :  ;:ii/lt  K'/v/nt  hunte;         9<»ss 

Certes  nel  ting  pat  ore  a  in 


384  Shrift's  8th  Grace :  it  brings  us  God's  Mercy.  French  Tale  of  blinding  the  Devil. 


|3urgh  hys  ownc  wykked  wylle, 
y  rede  hym  J>at  he  ofte  synge  12271 

wurschyp  vn-to  cure  heuene  kynge."  || 
jjys  song  to  rnene,  yn  my  resoun, 
Ys  trewe  shryfte,  and  ofte  dou?i.  I 
))yr  ys  no  J>yng  J>at  man  may  neuene, 
£at  more  sterej)1  God  of  heuene,  £     12276 
Of  vs  synful  to  liaue  mercy, 
pan  do])  shryfte,  fere  hyt  ys  do  trewly.  I 
1  styre]). 


t  Par  sa  male  volunte, 
Bien  chantent,H  &  souent, 

||  En  loieb  Deu  omnipotent." 
IT  Ceste  tresduce  chaiicun 

U   Est  verrai  ro?ifessiun  ; 
Ni  ad  nule  chancuu  cl'amur 

U  Qe  si  meouec  le  creatur 
De  mis  pechurs  auer  merci 

e  Cum  cowfessiun,  pur  veir  vus  di ; 
Ki  souerat  le  chantera, 
Bond  de  Deu  receuera. — 


9228 


9232 


9236 


La  ioie  de  ciel  li  durra 
Du?it  il  le  deable  engeta, 
On  orrum  la  melodie 


a  chantez,  dit  il. 
c  Ke  tant  moet. 


b  E  loez. 
d  Beu  dun. 


Des  angles  qe  ia  n'ert  finie. 
9240       La  nus  meine6  lesu  Crist 

Qe  de  la  pucelef  nasquit !  9244 

e  ameine  duz.         f  Ky  de  la  V?'rgine  Marie. 


leo  en  suy  ire  &  dolent 

Qe  ceo  me  vnt  cunte  la  gent ;  9092 

E  ceo  ne  est  pas  vn,  ein$  su?it  tu$, 

E  pur  ceo  suy  venu  a  vus ; 

leo  vus  pri  cunsail,  &  cri  merci 

Qe  vus  me  die}  si  ceo  est  issi."  9096 

IF  "  Ore  vus  di  ieo,  beal  ami, 

Pur  ceo  qe  vus  estes  venu  ci, 

Voster  priere  orrai  &  iwstre  cri, 

Vus  en  auere$  bone  merci ;  9100 

E  tu$  ceus  qe  me  p?vent,  sachej, 

II  en  sunt  le  plus  lee^. 

Est  il  issi  1  ne  me  cele3, 

De  luy  vus  cunterai  asse$."  9104 

IF  <(Xanil,  sire,  saclie$, 

]Mes  ieo  le  qerrai  a  vos  cunge^." 

'*  Ale^  tost,  si  vus  haste^, 

E  la  benecun  de  mei  eie3."  9108 

U  Le  paen  s'en  est  ale 

A  sa  mesun,  ou  ad  troue 

Le  creistien  ;  si  1'ad  amoneste        [leaf  ns] 

Qe  il  ert  lendemain  apparile,  9112 

E  dit,  qe  od  luy  irreit 

E  aucune  marchandie  freit. 

A  chiuafl]  se  mistrewt  pur  meus  espleiter 

A  eel  deable  hastiuemewt  parler.  9116 

II  Le  crestien  ne  fu  pas  garni ; 

Od  luy  mena  sun  enimi. 

Mes  qwant  vist  la  cite,  ben  pensa 


Ou  suw  seignur  le  amena,  9120 

E  pe?isa  qe  il  ad  al  deable  pa?*le, 

Qe  il  luy  die  la  verite 

Del  trespas  qe  il  ot  fet. 

Bien  conust  sun  meffet,  9124 

E  soueftt  se  repenti, 

E  crie  a  Deu  merci, 

"  Alla^,"  fet  il,  "  qe  ieo  nasqui ! 

Qe  pur  eel  peche  serrai  honi;  9128 

Vnqore  si  ieo  serroie  conks, 

Le  plus  lege/'  serreit  mun  fes  ; 

A  dune  ne  pout  le  deable  reueler 

Ceo  qe  il  peot  ore  de  mei  cunter."         9132 

U  Cil  qe  fet  out  le  da??image, 

E  bien  pe?*sa,  cume  sage, 

Le  garcun  dire  sun  vtrage, 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.]  9136 

"  Sire,"  fet  il,  "me  couient  desce?idre, 

Car  plus  lowgemewt  ne  pus  ente?idre." 

"  Nanil,"  fet  Tautre,  "  par  Terevagant 

II  nus  couient  aler  auant ;  9140 

Haster  couient  sail}  assoigne 

Qe  usse  fet  ma  bosoigne." 

"  Certes,  sire,  a  eel  mester  fere, 

Ne  se  pet  nul  retrere."  9144 

''  Descende^  dune  vistement, 

E  fetes  eel  qe  a  vtis  apent." 

IF  Le  pastur  en  vne  fosse  sist, 

Le  bacheler  a  luy  tost  se  mist,  9148 
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who  so  synge))  to  God  \\iifi  sliryfte, 

FOT  hyssong  he  )yue)>  hyma  )yfte  ;  12280 

Hys  ,yf  to  ys  ioye  wM-outyn  wo, 

{v  tVn.lr  was  kast  fro. 
On  many  manor  my)t  men  prone   12283 
How  shryfte  ys  gode  to  oure  byhoue  ;  § 

But  longe  hyt  were  for  to  dwelle,  ; 

„    .     ,  ,    ,  „ 
De'  property,  alle  for-  to  telle, 

But  touclie  y  wyl,  two  or  }>re,  + 

]5at  $e  mow  \veyl  warned  be.  1228S 

1  And.        '•  'for  'omitted. 

»  me  couent  le.        b  vus  B,  01,1.  \. 
i..  .  .  .  [If.  74].         d  Oiez. 


H  Par  in  wit  ties  resuus  punai  prouer 
V"    ""fessiun  fet  a  honurer; 

,M  '  *  lIMr  c.eo  V  a.  aujre  chose  faten*'  0 
Passer  couient*  pliu  branement 

M,.s  (,lv  (lilv  vugb  acuuw 

+  Du/it  en  cowfessant  ntw  garderuw, 
"i"  de  Deu  sic  volom  quere 

fe8siun  fe?  5 
Lesd  propretea  cine  ou  cis,  — 

Jla  secuide  chose  q<>  :  iis«- 

f  D,IMt  en  rowfessant  vtw  ga 
Si  bone  ro/ifessiun  fere  vol 

e  ke  T>W  promis. 

f-f       Si  lx>ne  confessiun  fere  uolez, 
Cestes  choses  en  memoire  aiez. 


Su//  l>rael  auala,  cum  ust  mester, 

Si  comenca  al  pastur  cunter,     [if.  ns,  col.  t] 

Tut  sun  peche  a  luy  desqeouere  ; 

A  sun  oes  fist  mult  bon  eoure.  9152 

(V'/'/nt  del  tut  li  out  cunte, 

Dune  li  dit  le  page  scne, 

"  Cest  peche  est  bien  greuus, 

K  m//lt  fu  pesant  sin  \u.<  :  9156 

Mes  bien  vus  au«ij  oiv  a.juiti- 

[>  «-n  '•"/{fessinn  le  auc;  cu/ite  ; 
letes  mes  ceste  pec) 

Ceste  penance  v//-  mini  11  ieo,  9160 

Aie  le  r.-c.-if  •!••  pa/-  Dee, 
A   I  /.<  coinan 

^F  "  Leuej  sus,  dan)  Robilanl. 

me  tenej  pur  musar.1  9164 

Qe  vug  me  fetes  ci  "n_ 
Meus  VMX  vausist  chiuau 

\io*tre  chemin  espleit<  i. 

J/N.)  9168 

\  II  vVn  nut.  .|//fi!it  fu  uniwte, 

Ireitalacite. 
KJI  !'•  svnagoge  su;r 

•.ten  ad  sun  Deu  an  9172 

i.-t  i.l.-inte  del  confes 
i^*.  -lischargd  fu  de  sun  fee. 
U  u  Beau  sire  Deu,  a  vu>  im-  pl< 
Ne  sai  de  ki,  ne  aupaa  oertciii.  '.'IT*: 

Mes  si.-u///  «li«-nt  tuU?  «:• 
Qe  cestu  qe  ci  est  p;w 

HANDLTNO    SYNNR. 


Ma  femme  ad  pur  iu  en  ma  mesuw  : 

De  ceste  felunie  &  ceste  trcsun  '.'  1  sn 

Faj  ma  pleinte,  &  cri  merci 

<.t>e  vwx  me  die^  si  il  est  cesti. 

Si  il  le  seit,  ie  voil  qe  il  sache, 

Ou  de  coign  e  ou  de  hache,  9184 

D'espeie  furbie,  ou  de  lance, 

Praidrai  ieo  bone  veniance; 

II  achatera  mult  chier  ; 

la  sun  Crist  ne  li  auera  mester  ;  9188 

Kirn  li  vamlra  sa  creance,     [k«r  ITS,  buck] 

(^e  nel  tuerai  de  ma  lance  ; 

r  ceo  pri  .'iitentiiH-meMt 
Qe-v   «  !••  JIM-  die)  vtren.  9192 

U  u  Certe^,"  fet  le  deable,  *«ce  ost  faus, 
Tt  -my  b«»ns  »V  l.-aiw, 

Vin^s  cupe  n'en  aucit 

i  li  surdiseit  ;  9196 

E  si  il  ust  fet,  le  saueroie, 
E  tresuohi 

Su//  st-inblant  no  li  dune  pas 
-i«j 

Vnqes  nel  vi,  nel  coniw  de  ri< 
l>u«c  .suwt  il  deiv/  «tel  aid), 

paen  l'a«l  tut  di$  1« 

'   <  >ro  poe)  vero  cum  le  deable  penl  jwer 
1  ><•  ceoli  qe  ae  veut  wnfewer; 

nt  cuwtc  HUM  peche,  le  deble  ueoglist* 
Qe  bien  le  j  1  le  fist        9208 

0  0 
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Never  despair  of  God's  Mercy,  like  Cain  and  Judas  did. 


flut  J>ou  fallc  nut  p  toanljopc. 

Haue  no  wanhope,  for  no  inaner  of  kas ; 
Be  nat  lyke  Kayin  ne  ludas. 
J}e  werst  farfore,  y  wylle  fyrst  grope, 
£at  man  kalle  '  wanhope  : '  *  12292 

Al  tymes  ys  God  more1  wrofer  w/t/t  pys 
)puii  wit/t  any  ope/-  pyug2  pat  ys; 
J)yr  ys  no  syuue  pat  men  of  rede, 
So  moche  wit/jseyp  pe  godhede ;    |     12296 
For  wanhope  wenyp  fat  fe  foly  || 
Be  more  fan3  Goddes  mercy ; 
And  $yf  foil  wene  fat  sy/me  be  more, 
))ou  wenest  fat  fe  godhede,  so  moche  ne 
wore,  12300 

Ne  had  so  mochc  myjt  hym  ynne, 
£at  hyt  myjt  forjyue  alle  fy  synuc. 

Se  how  wanhope,  man  wyl  shende 
A^ens  fe  godhede  wit//-outyu  eude  !  12304 
Hyt  ys  no  wundyr,  f ogh  he  be  wrope ; 
Hyt  a^eiiseyp  hys  my^t  &  hys4  mercy  bofe. 

Swych  shryfte  made  wreched  Kaym, 
whan  he  hadde  hys  broper  slayn ;      12308 
'  Of  God,'  he  seyd,  '  he  was  nat  wurpy, 
For  hys  grete  sy?me,  to  haue  me?*cy.' 
For  hys  wanhope,  pat  foule  glotou^, 
God  ^aue  hym  hys  malysuw ;  12312 

And  alle  fo,  fat  trowe  sywne  may  be 
More  fan  Goddes  pyte.  [leaf  823 

And  swych  shryfte,  made  ludas  ;  * 
He  shroue  hym  of  hys  trespas,  f        12316 
He  hadde  grete  sorowe  and  contrycytm 
]3at  he  ded  hys  lorde  tresiw ;  i 
£er-of  he  repented  hym  so  gretly,       12319 
he  3ede  and  hyng  hym  self  ful  hy  ;  || 
II-   shroue  hym  wit/*  grete  repentau??ce, 


1  '  more '  omitted. 
4  '  hys'  omitted. 


-  symie. 


J>uu  ys. 


a  De  desesperaunce. 
c  Coe  est.         d  One. 


b  greimhe. 
0  esgardc/. 


Chescu?/  se  garde  de  desperance.il 


|  I   e  plz^  grant b  inal  metum  auant, 

L  Lac  co?ifessiun  del  desesperaut. 
f  Outre  tu$  e^  Deu  coruce 
Add  chescun  desespere.  9260 

Ore  agai-de$e  chescuw  peche; 
Nul  contredit  taut  la  deite 
Cu??i  fet  ceste  iniquite  [leaf  174] 

Qe  desesperauce  ost  apele.  9264 

Le  desespere  ne  peot  quider 
En  mile  mane/'e  en  sun  qeor, 
Qe  infinite  bunte 
En  Ihmi  Crist  seit  trou6 ;  9268 

E  ki  cuntredit  le  infinite, 
Cimtreditf  la  deite. 


f  Tiele  corcfessiun  fist  Chaim,*  9271 

Qwant  repe7^tir  ne  se  vouth  de  qeor  hn, 

Ka?'  a1  da??ipne  Deu  diseit 

'  Qe  sun  pech6  si  g?-ant  esteit 
t  Qek  digne  ne  fu  auer  pardun ; ' 

II  menti,  maueis  lariin ;  9276 

Plws  grant1  e^  de  Deu  la  pite 

Qe  ne  est  nulm  iniquite. 
*  Tiele  co?rfessiun  fist  ludas, 

Qt^ant  me?'ci  cria  den  sun  trespas ;    9280 
|  Confes  esteit  ape?'temewt, 

Si  dit  qe  il  out  peche  greueme?it 
1  Qwant  il  Ihesu  Crist  trahy, 

E  sun  dreiturel  sane  vendi ;  9284 

||  Taut  ludas0  so  repenti, 

Qe  il  ala  &  se  pendi. 

U  Ver  poe^11  apertement, 

E  receue$  ben  cest  docume?^,^          9288 

f  B.  E  cuntredit  A.         s  Caym.         h  ne  vout» 

1  Kav  a  B,  Qe  A.        k  K'il. 

1  Greiudre.         m  mile.         n  Kant  otria. 

0  E  I.  t.         i}  poez  ore. 

*  le  enseigneme?it. 


Never  despair  of  GocCs  Mercy.     Never  make  Excuses  far  your  Sin.     887 


But  of  Goddys  mercy  he  hadde  none  affy- 
an  12322 

Here  mowe  $e  se,  bat  shryfte  and  sorowe 

41I         ,  , 

All,  only  may  no  man  borowe, 

T.ut  in-  haue  gode  hope,  whan  h,  ys  shryue, 
Jjat  hys  sy/Mio  shal  he  for^yue  : 

il  ;.-  helrue,  w/tA-ouU:  nay, 

i  ;<xl  wyl  fomrue,  and  may.          1  2328 

,    ,    ' 
An  holy  man  J>ys  sa,n,  s^lle),   . 

J)at  of  In,  las  wanhope  telle]>, 

1  For  hys  wanhope,  God  wroj>er  was,  £ 

)3.»n  for  hys  tresuw  or  ouj>er  trespas  ;  ° 

Kyi  wanhope  toke  he  more  to  trrefe, 

u      , 
Dan  hys  bikyng,  as  a  J>efe.'  12334 

Hi-  .  <u,  ful  of  m-  rcy  niylde,  : 
Fro  wanhoj)e  vs  alii-  shylde, 
And  graimte  vs  all-  swych  lhopc  vV:  steel- 
fasti  troufe     p.,  OW,H,..  ^Ott,8tedfjttt] 
)>at  |,y  mercj  on  vs  haue  rou),e  !         1  -j:;:J8 

f  |i;it    t'OU   fVfUSC  Hilt    H1   Sn//UC. 

$yt  |».-rysan  vn|jryfte 
}).it  ilo|?  nioche  ska)>e  yn  shryfte  ;        12340 
l-.-u  d.-f.-mlest  be  fro  plyat, 

-,st  |,y  .y»ne  on  <  k>d  almyjt  * 
y.l  oure  flbdyi  A-lam,  j{ 
whan  God  of  i  livm  <  am,      12344 

And  >.-\.l."A.I  am.  wl.y  .nt  Jt«.ii  yn  >y 
"lonlr,"    he   >.•>•!,    "  i  l«    me 

V//1U-  ;  * 

|?'.u  m,.  wro;t,   * 
t,  and  y  n.^t."    *         1 
See)?  how  Adam  bygan  t..  ly, 

paa.        *>Ttwki/an;  T  p. 

vtw  B,  om.  A.         •  Coe  p.  ben. 
tn.         (  par  dewapermnce. 
Avant  kuant  de  ac.  Mrlai. 

I  >c  seint  Denis  de  France  cu» 
-k  la  le  troneres  ben  MDZ  dotance. 
ky.         HI  K 
vu«  A,  on> 


|   Qe  ror/triciun  «fc  cowfessiun 

••  digne  de  pardon 

§  *;  'wfeasej, 

Jb  pwmuii  auci  •  VMX'  tlesespere?. 
Tr<  p  ^  }  ^  ^ 

<j,tt,nt  ho:  sespere, 

//  ieo  viwd  disei  auant, 

'i''1-'!"  im-intm-int. 

*  '  '  aull/"  troud' 

Qe  parole  de  ludas  le  malure, 


9296 


Iie  cria  de  8Un  ^ch6j    9500 
j;  C^wnt  desespere*  se  j  i7i.coLt] 

o  Qe  il  n'esteit  quant  il  le  tralty.' 

'  '  etai'h 

'Dwto  vne  eiml  .ntai  '.»:i(H 

1)e  seint  1)(?n; 

.  ,ut  niciu/tre  deseaperai. 
k  !•'.  >i  aun  1,-  vole), 

La»  si  VM*  Ple>  '5-k  9308 

Ih^u  C^t  qe>  tant  es  duj, 
J  Deboneire,m  A:  pitus, 
t  Espt-i  .  i,//-  grantej, 

1'      ;  t  .nit  VM*D  haiej  !  9312 

Chescu/.  se  garde  se  escuser  en 

coy/fessaiit 

p  .  nvsUu;  i 

j         I  >'    mi  «\-cu>.  1  11  en  mile  manure 
A1  huir  (l«""t'1  VMX  confrsse), 

^  lla/".nT  mi(Itr  :  9316 

112  pur  m-ir  h  escuser, 

Dell  rM.u^.lli;  al  p/.Mner. 
Tiele  fu  la  ro;/fesM 

A.lam  !••  premer  horn  : 

t  "  La  femme,"  dit,"  "q«  me  donaates 
pa/-  nmtrinioine  cupliutes, 

*  Li-  t'ru:  ••  hailla." 


;  I  '•  u  accuaa* 

°  On  u»er. 

1  A  »<•!  ti*>\it<  kr. 

r  Kur  dunk.  -  ,rnt  d.  A  nw. 

•  pur  ueir  ly  e*cu«ur  B. 
t  encuseot. 

"  dit  il  [If.  7  i.  Lack]. 
T  fruit  tleueii. 

*  escut*  A,  cum  ben  M  eacaM  H 


I.|:»-JI 


888     Don't  make  Excises  for  your  Sin,  and  put  it  on  God,  like  Adam  did. 


And  put  on  God  hys  owne  folye ! 
For,  God  forbede  pat1  tre,      [ie«f82,coi.2] 
£at  lie  ne  shulde  ete  per-of,  ne  she :   12352 
Seep  how  he  ded,  pat  God  forbede, 
And  dyd  aftyr  hys  wyues  rede ; 
He  wulde  haue  excused  hys  fame, 
As  who  seyj)  '  God  was  to  blame  : '     12356 
J)ese  lewed  men  sey,  and  erre  ful  ylle, 
And  seye  '  hyt  was  alle  Goddys  wylle.' 

3yf  fat  hyt  Goddys  wyl  shulde  be, 
why  forbede  he  hyni  pat  tre  1  12360 

Hyt  may  nat  be,  for  no  nede, 
Jjat  God  wulde  be  do,  he  shulde  forbede  ; 
Syn  he  forbed,  hyt  shulde  be  no$t,    12363 
A^ens  hys  byddyng,  Adam  hyt  wro^t ; 
))an  hyt  seme)?,  hyt  was  but  suffraurcce, 
Nat  hys  wyl,  nat2  hys  ordynawice, 
But  lete  hyni8  haue  alle  hys  fre  wyl, 
Hyni  self  for  to  saue  or  spyl.  12368 

Nay,  nay  !  Adam,  alle  mys  $ede, 
On  God  to  put  alle  hys  mysdede, 
As  who  seyp  '  he  shulde  nat  be  shent, 
But  Eue  brak  pe  commauwdement,    12372 
For  she  3aue  hyni  pe  appul  here  lete, 
And  God  was  gylty  pat  he  hyt  ete.' 
He  my^t  a4  forsake,  and  seyd  nay, 
But  whan  he  toke  hyt,  he  brake  pe  lay. 

3yf  a  man  me  now  forbede  12377 

pyng  pat  y  ne  shulde,  haue  of  dede, 
y  were  to  blame  $yf  y  hyt  toke ; 
Bettyr  were  fyrst  pat  y  hyt  forsoke ;  12380 
So  my^t  Adam  haue  hyt  forsake, 
For  God  for-bede  pat5  none  shuld  be  take. 
Syn  he  dyd  pus  a^ens  hys  forbode, 
Ho  dar  sey  hyt  was  pe  wyl  of  God?  12384 

3yt  pyr  are  many  pat  pus  seye, 
}3at  alle  here  wyte  on  God  wul  leye,  I 

1  hym  )>at.        2  ne.         3  hy?n  0,  om.  A. 


haue. 


'  )>at '  omitted. 


t  E  tute  sa  coupe  vers  Deu  turn  a,* 
Od  ki  eel  hure  parla ; 
Seimemes  escusa, 
Mes  il  malement  fausa. 

t  Carb  par  tant  vout  mustrer, 
t  Qe  Deu  esteit  a  blanier 


Qwant  tiele  fentme  li  bailla,c 

Par  ki  sun  comand  debrusa,d 

E  le  fruit e  li  duna 

DuTit  ele  primes,  allaz,  mania ; 

Apertemerat  voleit  dire 

Qe  pecher  li  fist  nosfre  sire. 


9328 


9332 


9336 


II  Adam,  suent  tut  li  bricun 

Qe  se  escuse/itf  de  custuw ; 

Car  aucuns  dient  ape?'tement  [leaf  174,  back] 


Qe  cowtiner  ne^  poent  nient, 


9340 


I  P«r  tanth  cheient  en  charnel  peche, 

Pur  ceo1  qm'dent  estre  escuse. 
§  Mes  il  mentewt  apertement  ; 
*  Car,  si  vn  garcun  fust  p?-esent,k         9344 
J  Fet  ne  ussent  lur  vileinie, 

Le1  peche  de  lecherie, 

Car  naturelmewt  demand  cest  peche 

Tenebresm  &  oscurete"  ; 


a  E  .  .  turna  B,  om.  A.         b  Kuant. 


c  baillait.  d  comandme?it  bruseit. 
e  frut  deveie.         f  Ky  se  escusunt. 

h  Pur  coe.  J  Par  tout.         k  en  \n: 

1  Ne  le  B.  ni  Tenebres,  priu^  lu. 


Tie  se. 


Those  who  say  they  must  sin,  blame  God.  A  v?«/  that  your  Sin  is  small.   381) 


And  telle  men  jnis  apertly  * 
f>  v  mow  nat  holde1  fro  foly,  £  1  L'388 

And  sey  ))ey  mowe  nat  lyue  chaste,  [if.  82,  bk.]  £ 
I '.tit  IK-.  11  y  hym-  behouej)  do  waste. 
Y  seye,  as  )>e  holy  man  seys, 

it.-ly  onalle  weys;  $        12392 
it  he  wulde  do  now  folye  I 
-man  yn  lecherye, 
And  jyf  a-nopw,  hyt  myjt  se,  * 
At  J>at  tyme  IK-  wnM«»  late  be  ;  12396 

He  ne  lettej)  for  Goddes  comanndement,3 
But  for  hym  J>at  fere  ys  present.3 

Alle  )>o  j>at  sey  '  hem  byhoue)>  nedely,' 

troupe  God  of  here  folye.  J         12400 
why  shulde  he  )>at4  J>yng  forli^l,-, 
)3at  nodely  moste  be  do  yn  dede? 
••re  foly,  coniauwde  a  )>yng  || 
Jj.-it  i)  ut>  no  warantynur.        12404 

yn  •  .vykk.'.Uy  )>ey  sey,  || 

J)at  on  God  hen-  M.inir  all.'  leye ; 

is  algate  J>ey  are  strong  ;  £  1  2  407   I 

A-noJ>er,  )>ey  hepe  on  God  IHM<    wri-n^  ;  J 
wykkedly  )>ey  sy/me  on  £ese  maners, 
))ey  make  hvin  w.-rs  )>an  ben^  here  peres. 


Pur  ceo  sout*  horn  aj>elcr 

Les  mewbre8b  qe  seruent  de  tcl  master  " 

I  Les  huntu8esc  &  priue^,' 

En  signe  qe  Deu  beet  taisd  pechej.  9 

II  Aucuns  dient,  de  faus  dim 
Ne  se  peot  nule  garder ; 
Mes  tiel  excusariun 

vaut  de  aii>  vn  l>otr.: 
Car  tres  bien  garder  se  purruni 
Qe  le  dreit  ne  retendrnwt 
Def  lur  terrien  seignur. 
Pur  ceo,  tuj  li  escusur  9360 

Su7?t  fau^  pur  ueir,  tV  iiK-nture; 
Teus  les  trouerej  a  tuj  iurs. 
IF  Aucuns  se  escusewt  par  tiel  assoign 
Qe  gardpr  ne  se  poent  de  iney^soiu" 
Ne  qe  il  ne  facent  fas  serement         9365 
Garder  ne  se  poent  nien 
Teus  ocupent  IhexM1  Crist, 
Cum  si  il  ne  sout  qeik  il  9368 

Q;/ant  dt-feiuli  faus  seren. 
Si  garder  ne  se  poent  la  - 
Car  folie  e»f  demander™ 
Chose  qe  nul  ne  peot  garder. 
U  Ore  oiej  dou^  choses  d'escusure, 
L'un  e*7,  q''  il  suwt  inuntura ; 
L'M utre,  qen  escusewt  lur  creatur, 
Qe  d'asse^  est°  peche  greignur.          9376 


12411 


flrat  |>ou  make  n;U  ^n 
to"  seme. 

Mak«  V//H.  -,  lytyl  to  seme; 

Telle  smale  and  grete,  ^yf  )>ou  ('md 
3yt  J>er  ys  an  enchesun 
•njyiin'  : 
On  englys,  hyt  ys  to  m- 

ike  j>y  synno  lytyl  to6  seme  ;      1 
Hyt  ys  to  raene  also  ano^r  |>yng, 


holde  hem. 

"miU  the*- 
be.          •  "t" 

uombnA. 

Membrea  huntus.  d  tel. 

mil  hom. 


lytyl    Qe  chescu '  se   -vfesse  entierement. 
circumstance,  en  co^fessant.'1 


M :\le  espece  en  cowfoesiun 

t  Est'«  diniinuciun. 


t  Nent  plus  a  deu  lur  creatur  K«-  a;  and  otniu 
L  9362  [If.  74,  bk    c«! 
•  ensoigne.         h  p«i  '  dm  iMitt. 

•«  coe  k  .        l  En  vn  de  M*  comandmeni. 
'"  comander.        »  k'il.        •  De  MM  M<  le. 
P  D*  diininuriun  «lr  peehe. 
4  E«t  de 


oOO     Small  Sins  are  '  Circumstances'  to  large  ones.    Little  N//<7,\s  fire  big  Stocks. 


Of  J>y  sy;tne  to  make  shedyng ; 

And  by  s  may  be  on  two  manere,  t 

whan  hyt  shuld  be  hole  and  clere  : —  1 2420  § 

whan  bou  tellest  but  be  grete, 

)>e  smale  synnes  fan  wylt  bou  lete ;  § 

bese  clerkys  kalle  hem  *  cyrcuwstau/icys,' 

To  )>e  grete  sywnes  are  bey  jniruyau/ices;1 

)>ou  pumeyst  fyrst,  yn  by  bo$t  1 2425 

How  J>e  grete  sy/anes  shulde2  be  wro^t ; 

Oftyn  tyme,  a  foule  bo^t  and  an3  yl, 

wyb  lykyng  |)er-yn,  gaderej?  a  wyl  [&>,  bu.,  o.  -23 

Aftyr  bat  wyl,  cum))  a  sy^t ;  12429 

Aftyr  a4  syghte,  a  speche  ful  ry^t ; 

weytyng  yn  wey,  and  barto  $yftes ; 

Alle  bese,  to  be  dede  a  man  lyftes  ;    12432 

Alle  bese  kalle  men  *  cyrcumstaiiMces,' 

))at  vn-to  be  grete  dede  men  hau?^ces. 

Lo  here  ensample  of  oure  tale; 
)X>u  seest5  stykkcs  bat  are  smale,  *   12436    i 
))ey  brenne  fyrst,  feyre0  and  shyre,  || 
To  brynge  be  grete  stokkes7  sone  on  fyre  : 
E-y^t  so  do  bese  smale,  be  w/t/j-ynne, 
A  grete  synne  to  bygyrane ;  1 2440 

Jjarfore  y  warne  be,  yn  by  lyfe, 
Of  swyche  smale  bat  bou  be  shryue  ;  | 
For  $yf  bou  for-hele  hem  vrith  by  wyl, 
So  mayst  bou  by  soule  spyl.  12444 

Ry^t  so  fareb  forholen  sy?«ne, 
As  fyre,  bore  bosum  ynne ; 
At  be  laste,  hyt  hym  dereb, 
And  brennyb8  bat  hym  aboute  bereb ; 
For  no  syraie  may  be  hyd,  12449 

)3at  hyt  ne  behoueb  opunly  be  kyd ; 


1  pwnieyair/ices. 

{  'an'  omitted.         4 

6  lyght.        7  stokes. 


shul. 


sest. 


a  confession  est. 

b— b      Kuant  vos  }>echez  couent  cunter, 

Les  circu m  stances  ne  deuez  oblier. 
c  Kar  mut  poet  e.  en-oite. 
d  la  manere  k'em  fet.         e  acresement. 


Qz^int  co/ifessiim  ne  e*^a  cntere, 

Ceo  e,s-^  en  duble  manere  :  9380 

bQ«ant  v^  pechej  lesse^  cunter; 

On  circumstances  neis  vblier.b 

Car,  (Inter  ne  deit  mil  mortal,  9383 

Qe  circumstances  ne  fiwt  grant  mal. 

Mzdt  peot  estre  agregec 

Par  manere  de  fere  vnd  peche  ; 

E  qwant  qe  al  peche  est  agregemewl.,*' 

A  1'alme  anoite  gr«ntf  turment.         9388 


Car  fu  ardant,s  \\ewn  souent, 

hQe  de  branches  hint  la  gent, 
|  Qe  ausi  cler  ardera 

Cum  le  groj  trunk  fra.h  9392 

i  Pur  ceo,  eu  co?ifessant  ne  cele$ 

Les  circuwistances  des  peche}. 

Le  peche,  par  tropologie, 

Par  le  trunk  e^  signitie  ;  *  9396 

Les  branches  de  cest  trunk  malure 

Suwt  les  circumstances  de  cestk  peche. 

Home  peot  estre  encuwbre 

Qwant  il  les  cele  de1  gree,  9400 

t  Car,  ausi  vet111  de  peche  cele 
t  Cum  de  feu  en  sein  musce  ; 
t  Al  drein,  da?7image  fran 
t  A  ceoluy  qe  en  sein  le  portera,0         9404 
t  Car,  nul  peche  ne  peot  estre  cele, 

Si  couert,p  apres  mustre, 

f  sun.         6  alume. 

h-h  ])e  menu  branchis  devant  la  gent 
Ke  est  ausi  cler  ardant  [leaf  75] 
Cum  .i.  grant  trunk  reflambeant. 

1  trunke  signifie.         k  cest  A,  om.  B. 

I  Ky  les  cele  de  sun.         m  est. 

II  al  damage  se  mustra. 

0  De  cely  ky  en  sun  s.  auera. 
P  Cum  vus  ert. 


Confess  ally  <melatk.     A  shriven  man  t*  Gods  Hostel. 


3yf  hyt  bo  sh.-wrd  h.-iv  ap.-rt,  || 

•Ujvr  Strd.-   h\  ' 

And  $yf  fou  hyd«:  h.-iv  \>y  blame,  | 
hyt  shal  1  i  to  f y  sham.-. 

Seynt  Austyn  s.-yf  a  wurde  to  charge.   * 
Of  Goddys  $yfte,  how  liyt  ys  large  :  12456 
"  Shryuef  $oure  dedes  and  30111-*'  fo$t,  ' 
For  God  for^yuef  alle  or  no$t ;  I 

:vu«-f  he  alle  w/t//  glad-'hede,    JJ 
( >r  alle  abyd.-f  to  hys  wrafhede.          12460 
3yf  fou  be  idle  fully  shryue,         tc 
Forsof  e  fan  be  fey  all  for^yue ; 
3yf  fou  fe  shryue  of  alle  but  on< 
Nofer  he  tbr^yuef  fat,  ne  none."        1 2464 

Yn  ry$t  resun  fese  clerkys  telle,  { 
yn  fat  stede  fere  God  shal  dwelle  ^    [ie»f83] 
Plenerly,  hyt  behouef  be  clene, 
J3at  no  syrtne  inowe  be  sene.  12468 

;  synne  ys  shryue,  and  clene  eche  deyl  ^ 
wyl  God,  holde  hys  hostele ;  j 
|XJ  mantel  of  loin-  ys  l.-yd  ful  euene,  || 
|3at  h«-l.'f  HK-XU  and  kyng  of  heuene.    12  \~- 

•  stede  ne  mowe  fey  re- 
God  or  f  lie1  k«-sle; 
One  of]  {?)?«•  chese;  * 

.  !••  hold*-  hvni  inoro  ^an  wode,  J 
J)at  chesef  }>••  wykke«l,  and  l»-ik-f  fe  gode. 
irty, 

:  i«-s  (rump  12  !><» 

Khat  i^ou  make  no  shornnna  i;n 
slivnftc. 

Skorne  nat,  and  seye  fou  wylt  forsake 
)>y  synne,  and  eft  a$en  hyt  i 
1  ]>e  toon  oute  0. 

»  Ou  CL         b  vuv  jwirok-.         «  fet  iir 
'•  -lit  il  c.  via.        •  tretut  B,  tut  A.         f  tut. 
«  ne  vi«.        «>  E  eoe  ett. 
1  '  I.-   1»   0a  deu  ert  ostilU-,'  and  line  9485 
afUr[lf.  7 


H  Ou  si  ert  n\u-  ;ert, 

i  0  ici'ceK  9408 

IT  S«  dit 

Qe  bit-n  ;  rec  en  cost  escn't, 

"  Ore,"  fet  il,  tVsse}*1  hi 

Car  tut  pwdurra  Deu,  ou  ri- 

Tant  tlune  DC  ;i«fi75] 

Qe  sun  dun  ni  jvi/'te  ni« 

Ou  tretut'  v//>  jMidurra, 

Ou  trestutf  sun  coi  Ira.          9416 

Quant  tu$  aueras  cuntc, 

Tuj  VIHS  suwt  i  • 

Quant  tu^  cunte)  fors  vn  sul. 

Deu  ne«f  pa/'dnin,-  ,-.•!  n.-  nul." 

U  Dreite  resun  pwr  ueir  '••»/<dune 

Ceoh  «i''  li  hon  clerc  sune, 

Car  peche  u'est  ni  me 

§  Fors  la  on 
t   Plenere  d.-inande  ncf 
}   Deu^,  ou  deit  estre  ostile  ;  ' 

Le  deable  &  tute  sa  cu 

Engete^,  ou  I  >«•  i  ne  auerejk  mit  . 
||  U  Estrcit  d'aniur  • 

Du/'t  c«'ii.  /'t  «•>/  li  r«-i> 

•  ^/aiit  rn  c.-ste  vie  niortel 
I     receue^  en  vottre  o-  9432 

T  llisir  ne  ji.i.-nt  «-n  vn  lit 

Le  d«-al  :st; 

*  Vn  «!.•  «-u;  Imrs  d.-l  lit  i-h'-rra;* 
J  Fous  ex<  qc  le  doabli- 

1  ki  vn.j''  li  h'/-higera 

Sa  nicsu;/  pur  vr:;  -m  ; 

I-'.n  tant  ad  in.ilu.-i>  l.it;» 

Ki  le  barbeige,  il  fet  qe  sot 

este  espoce  rcv«-n-l: 
K  plus  ileor'i  VMX  .lirrai. 


Qe  chescun  se  garde  de  escharn  en 

confess  ant.' 
jQerisorie  en*  cojifeamm 


i          I 

k  aueraa.        '  eat  B,  out.  A. 

™  e«tc.  lereidn. 

lit  glrra,        °  E.        i»  inanere  de 
•i  de  MNMan. 
r  De  confeadun  wcharni^ 
•  EteharnitMiee.        l  prolhom. 


392    Don't  ridicule  Shrift  by  continuing  Sin.     Hov  the  Devil  came  to  be  Shriven. 


}yt  wyl  y  warne  f  &  of  o  f  yng, 
Yn  shryi'u;  make  fou  no  skornyng.    12484 
Lytyl  inayst  foil  specie  fat  whyli-, 
3yf  fou  shryue  f  e  w?'t//  gyle  ; 
For  ;yf  fou  make  fy  shryfte  feynt,  i 
Sykyr  fou  be,  fou  shalt  be  a-teynt,    12488 
whan  [fat]  ]>ou  art  nat  yn  wyl  || 
£e  to  wyfdrawi;  fro  fyn  yl. 

what  doust  J)ou  by  fore  fe  prcst, 
And,  hast  deseyt  yn  f  y  brest  1  12492 

Asoyled  mayst  fou  neuer  be,     ° 
But  foil  wylt  J>y  sy?me  He. 
w/t#  skorne  wenest  fou  fe  quyte 
As  a  fals  ypocryte,  12496 

)5at  fou  boldest  nat  curmaiwt, 
fat  f  ou  hetest  and  takest  an  hand. 

A  lytyl  tale  y  wyl  ;ow  telle, 
How  he  was  shryue,  f  e  fende  of  belle.  § 

A  tale. 

\_TJie  Tale  of  liow  the  Devil  came 
to  be  Shriven  J] 

[Not  found  elsewhere  by  G.  Paris.] 
An  holy  man,  fat  God  was  dere,  || 
Ones  sat,  shryfte  to  here  ;  12502 

To  hym  come  f  e  fende  of  belle,  [ss,  c.  2]  | 
Yn  form  of  a  l  man,  hys  sywne  to  telle  ;  — 
J?e  holy  man  wende  hyt  had  be     ^ 
A  man  yn  flessh"  as2  he  dyd  se  ;    * 
(  )n  hys  knees  he  sett  hym  downe,  * 
\vith  fe  prest,  for  to  roune,  12508 

And  tolde  hys  wykkednes  ful  bostely.  § 
J3e  gode  man  lestned,  fat  satte  hym  by  ;  I 
He  seyde,  "  y  haue  be  yn  J>e  se  ; 
)3ere    fre   fousend    shyppes   were    dreynt 


f  urgh"  me ; 
1  ofaO,  aH. 


12512 


I>at. 


^.  Car,  bien  ne  purra.  espleiter 

Sia  entent  Deu  gabber, 
i  Chescune  co?ifessiun  e^b  feinte 

o//'/nt  vientc  de  entente  feinte,         9448 
||  Ceo  est  a  dire,  qwwt  home  n'ad  qeor 

Dctenir11  sei  de  pecher:        [leuf  175,  coi.  2] 
I    A  qei  fere  a  prestre  venej6 

Si  lesser  vos  peche;  ne  vole;  1 {          9452 
o  Nul  assou;  ne  semi 

Qe  de  fin  qeor  ne  les  lerra. 

U  Nule  feinte  confessiuu 

Ne  vaut  vers  Den  vn  botun ;  9456 

Voler  faut  a  les  fous, 

E  par  tant  ne  siu/t  assou;. 

Qe  confess?}  sunt,s  fiwt  semblant, 

Mes  il  fimt  ypocrisie  grant  9460 

f  C^/ant  tenir  ne  veillent  lur  couena?^t 

Qe  tenir  premettent11  en  genulant. 
t  U  Ore  oie;  vne  cuwte  k'en  sermun  .ex«mp/Mm. 
t  Oy  cunter  de1  un  prodom,  9464 

§  Comewt  le  deable  se  confessa ; 
poi  par  tant  espleita. 


9468 


»  Pur  coe  k'il.         b  e*t  A,  om.  B. 

c  ne  vent.       d  A  d.       e  se  vent  a  pr.  confesser. 

*  kitant  sun  ord  peche  ne  vout  lesser. 


IF  Vn  seint  home  mwlt  proue,k 

Qe  bien  esteit  de  da?wpne1  De, 

En  cowfessiun  un  iur  seeit, 

Qw«ntm  le  deable  a  luy  veneit 

En  furme  de  home  t?'ansfigure  ; 

Deuant  li  est  agenule,n  9472 

Semblant  fist  sei  cowfesser  ; 

Ces  mals  come??ca  a  cunter. 

Le  seint  home  bien  quideit 

Qe  il  verrai  home  esteit;  9476 

Mwlt  Tescuta  ducement, 

E°  cimter  le  lessa  a  sun  talent. 

IT  "  leo  ai  este,"  dit,P  "  en  la  mer, 

Ou  mil  nefs  ai  fet  neier  ;  9480 

K"e  say  mie  la  numbre  de  gent 

Qe  ieo  ai  mis  eni  turment, 

8  Do  confesser.         h  promettent. 
1  de  A,  om.  B.         k  horn  esproue. 
1  Ke  mut  fu  ben  de  dame.         m  E. 
n  se  est  agenoile.         °  E  A,  om.  B. 
P  fet  il.         <i  a. 


The  last  Tale:   How  flu  Devil  canie  to  be  Shriven. 


"Ami  alle  }>e  folk  \va/<-«»ut«:  nuinbre,  S 

Alli:  bro^t  y  hem  to  kumbre  ; 

Aboue,  yn-to  )>e  wynde  y  wt  M  1  •_'  ">  1  ."» 

And  br.i;t  hem  alle  to  J)at  turment  ;  £ 

On  lam  I  y  haue  do  more  tresu/i  * 

w\J)  tyi.  and  slagfctyr  yn  eueiy  toune, 

And  alle  )>e  ska)>e  y  niy$t  of  mo: 

T«'»  hem  J>at  yn  borwi-s1  wone  ;  1  -•'-'  ' 

y  hane  made  wra}j|)e  and  enyl  wyl 

r,.-t\vyx«:  In-iii  fat  wulde  none-  yl. 

And  sle3  echoiw  ouper  at  here  iny$t, 

\v/tA  wrong,  )>an  wit/*  i  l.'cM 

•  Vn  i  :  .  i  ,  yn  Ire,  yn  en 
yn  >loiij>i-,4  and  yn  coueytyse, 
yn  glotonye,  and  yn  lechery  e, 
Y  delyte  me  yn  eu</-\  wl'-vnye; 
Foule  flessfc  dedes  J>at  are  ou<-r  rank, 

))an  ouj>er  y  take  to  )>ank  ; 
But,  pryde  algate,  and  couey: 
Y  may  nat  leue,  no  none  of  J>y«e  ;       1  S 
Ten  Jjousend  men  dampned  be 
Yn  )>e8e  two,  for  loue  of  me  ; 
when  y  fynde  hem  cnstuwnnably 
Yn  Jxsse  two  synnes  alle  redy,  §         12536 
Ful  weyl  payej>  me  fat  sy/me, 
And  bounde  are  )>ey  to  me  J>er-y7me;  | 
)5  an  do  J>ey,  ryjt  a«  y  wyl, 
All'-  \vi«.ii-  wyjj-«uitl:  >kyll»'  ;  rj.'»t<i 

Fro  wykkod  to  were,  y  do  hem  falle,  pr.  s«,bk.] 
For  y  am  mayster  ouer  hem  alle  ; 
^yf  ^ey  wulde  wake,  y  do  hem  slepe, 
And  yn  ydulnes  to  lepe  ;  1  -•  •  1  I 

For  whan  )>ey  are  yn  bedde5  brojt, 
y  do  IH-I  ul  )>o$t; 

yn  ^o)t  of  folye,  and  foule  delyte, 


1  lx>rewe*.         9  non  II. 

»  uleO,  o      II          4  «loa)w  0^  tlog!.  II. 

9  beddeO,  bed  II. 


»  lur.         b  Ainx  coc. 
d  tu)  leu.         •  At  val. 


Car  lur  si  '»*cai, 

Parunt  neii-r  lea*  feaai ;  0484 

Aucuns  nefs  d- 1  ; 
.  mtb  qe  eles  ariuer« 
;tc  par  nies  enchantcinen), 

Parunt  troublai  les'1  vens.     :i«n7o.i«ck] 
*      Mes  en  tere  tis  pi  MX  de  mal, 

Car  enuirun  su  ale  amnwt  &  aual,« 

Plusurs  ai  mult  malf  pr.^-urc 
t  A  ces  qe  meiuent^'  9492 

Procuratie,  &  consenteme/it 
t  Ah  descord,  dunai  souent, 

Paniwt  plusurs  fure/tt  mort, 
T  M.  ins  a  dreit  q«  a  9496 

t  De  orgoil,  coi  :ivie 

t  Plein  fu,  et  de  coueitiso ;  * 

K  lecherie 

t   M-  delit  im/lt,  ,V>  vil. •;•  9500 

t  Sur  lutes  choses,  eharnal  j>eche 
t  Pl«<f  des  ant/  •  ntm  a  grce ; 

t  Orgoil,  enuie,  :tise, 

t  Hair  nc  p«.<  «-n  nulo  guise,  t.l-r>04 

t  Car  dis  mil  homes  su/r 
t  Par  ces  dou$  mortels  pecli- 

A  lur  iimrt  ai  OOfW 

i.      9508 

it  i  ustumablement 
Perecus  trou  it, 

Trop  nu-  plust  lur  )•«•• 
i  Car,  ni  ma  hard  les  tin  9512 

A  f.-re  tutes  mes  voluntea, 
Pur  ceo  les  ay  tant  ame^  ; 
t  De  vn  mal  en  autre  les  geUi, 
t  Car  sur«i  enj  mest 

Ces  qe  furent  bone  gent/ 
In  ]>ech6  cheir  iis  sou- 
•  Taut  <  u//i  iurent  en  lur  lit, 
tPen  :<defol  delit 

i  'luson  arsuiui  ai.        >  ecu*  ky  maaabut 
h  A.  B,  ow.  A.  (If-  "5,  tk.,  col.  2). 
•  roueitio.  I  glotonie  4  ea  B,  Et  g.  t 

1  fc  en  B.        w  ke  autre  ma  prang. 
»  enuic  B,  am.  A.         °  lr«.         P  oa. 
'i  de.        r  Ovos .  .  .  "ompii  •  1ft. 


394 


The  last  Tale:    How  the  Devil  came  to  le  Shriven. 


"  I  do  hein  J>enk«.:  J>aii  t'ul  tyte.  1  L':>  IS 

u  Certes  y  may  nat  telle  hyt  alk*, 

)>e  sywne  J>at  y  haue  do,  and  more  sbal. 

Cryst,  loue  y  neupr  a  deyl, 

Ne  none  pat  on  hym  byleue}>  weyl-,    1 2552 

For,  yn  eue/y  dedly  sy^iie 

y  am  bouwde,  and  may  nat  bly?zne. 
"  Y  dyd  neupr  co?Hmaii?fdement 

|>at  God  vn-to  j>e  folk  ha]}  sent,  12556 

£e  sacramentys  of  holy  cherclic, 

y  loued  hem  never,  ne  neuer  wulde  werclie. 

Pryue  synne  and  sacrylage, 

)3at  loue  y  moste,  and  rycolage.  12560 

holy  cherche,  despyse  and  fyle, 

tymc 

j>at  wyl  y  blejjly,  alle  my  whyle," 

J?e  holy  man,  lestne1  bygan, 
And,  had  wundyr  of  )>at  o  man          12564 
j)at  he  myjt  so  moche  sywne  do, 
As  he  a-conped  hym  self  vn-to  : 
])e  gode  man,  for  alie  Jjys  chau»ce, 
SagH  yn  hym  no  repentauwce,  12568 

Ne  no  sorowe  made  of  contrycyiw 
For  no  symie  J>at  he  had  doutt. 
He  seyd,  "  hast  j>ou  any  shame  of  Jjy  sywne 
))at  Jjou  hast  be  so  moche  ynne  ?  "      12572 

))e  fende  answered  to  hyni  a^en  : 
**  AVyte  jjou  weyl  for  certeyn, 
))ere  y  dyd  but  one  or  two, 
Y  wulde  haue  do  twenty  and  mo."     12576 
"  \)nn2  art  )>ou,"  he  seyd,  "  a  wykked  deuy], 
))at  jjou  repentest  ))e  of  none  euyl." 
"  3e,  certeys,"  he  seyd,  «  so  y  am,    Clf-^%5k- 
A  fende  of  helle,  to  |)e  y  cam."  12580 

"  Y  coTziure  )>e  j?at  |>ou  me  telle — 
Syn  J)ou  art  a  fende  of  helle — 
For  what  maner  J>yng  a  lyue, 

1  lysteiie.        3  p&n  0,  }>at  H. 

*  .vij.  morteus.         b  tut  env. 
c~c  B. — E  de  tuj  les  comandemtfns 

Qe  deu  Jitiera  a  les  gen}.     A.  [If.  76]. 


Qe  vws  irrai  long  cuntant? 

Mai  ai  fet  si  tres  g?*ant 
t  Qe  amer  ne  pus  Deu  \mr  rien, 
t  Ne  nul  qe  en  luy  creit  creistien.        9524 
f      De  tu^  les  set  mortels14  pechi^ 
t  Suy,  sache},  enuolupe^  ;  b      [if.  i7:>,  bk-.,  c,,i.  -23 
t  cEncuntre  chescun  comandement 
t  Ai  fet,  ke  Deu  liuera  a  la  gewt.c        9528 
t  Les  sacramews  de  seiwt  eglise 
t  Vnqes  ne  amai,  pur  nul  aprise  ; 
t  Sacrilege  &  peche3  priue; 
t  Tu3  iurs  ai  muli  ame^."  9532 


t  H  Le  prodome  escuta, 
f  E  durement  se  meruillad 
t  Qe  vne  pout  fere  tant  des  peche} 
t  Cwn  ceoly  li  out  cunte$  ;  9536 

le  regardeit, 


t  E  nule  co?itriciun  en  luy  veeit. 

Ap?'es,  1'ad  demande 

t  *  Si  il  fut  co?itritf  de  suw  peche?  '      9540 
t  L'autre  "nanil,"  respundi, 
t  "Car,  sachej,"  dist  il,  «  ben  de  fi, 
t  Qe  la  ou  vn  mal  ai  fet, 
f  Yodrei  qe  fusse?it  trente  set,"s          9544. 
t  "Dune  estes  vw*,"  dist,h  f<le  maufe, 
t  Q?^ant  v?^  ne  repentcj  de1  peche." 
t  k"  Ceo  est,"  dist  le  deable,  "  veir." 
t  "Le  maufe  su,  ceo  dusse^  sauoir."k  9548 
t  IT  Le  semt  home  Tad  cuniure 

Qe  il  li  cuntast  la  verit4 


d  li  escotait  .  .  meruillait.         e  .i.  horn. 
f  dolent.         8  .xx.  &  .vij.         h  fet  il. 
1  de  vosfre. 

k-k      Coe  sui  ioe,  fet  il,  le  deble  pwr  veir, 
Ne  le  pus  denier  a  uul  foer. 


The  la*t   'Me:   How  the  Devil  came  to  be  Shriven. 

"Jjut  )>ou  come  hedyr,  )>e  to  shryuet"  f  P//r  ,j,-i  la  M  \..u;    ••-/wfesscr  ; 

u-  buhouej)  me  ne.l  1)586       '    :    'L"»]>le,  <!'  ne  |...ut  .  "ler,  9552 

Tell,-  be  euarydd,  and  why.  Cu/ita  i- 

'r"Tto'»"22    'tS          -^ 

Of  some,  here  soules  as1  blak  as  pykke,  f  Pl«*  neirs  esteiewt  q*  carbnn,'  I'.v.ii 

Ami  as  grymly  on  to  se  1  •_'.">  89  t  "  Ausi  horribles  en  alme  h-> 

iv  imde  yn  hell.-  may  be,—  f  Cum  sumes0  dV;  imi. 

un.  nuMi,  when  )>ey  are  shryue,  t  Ceus  memes  gardaid  aprcs, 

So  mo,  .h,  bryjtnei  vs  hen  ;  1  J592   ,  §"*?*  il  f"rewt  V°"  confe8'  <J")('n 

t  Si  VI  lur  alines  clarifie 
))at  no  «mn6  ys  so  bry5t  t  Cum  est  ,e  ,  ,^  . 

A  -  here  soules  yn  Goddys  s 

V  \vyst  my  self  hydus  and  blak,  *  Pur  ceof  me  pwrpr: 

And  no  j?yinr  lia)>  so  mochi:  lak  ;         r_'.")  :eo  me  cmifesserai,          ciMfin] 

}5ur^ti  my  >in  yfte,  y  wende  to  sp-  Si  ieo  <  i  us«e  partant 

To  haue  turned  so  bryjt  as  onjw  ^-tlp."  ^  *  Mim*  vout  hydus  &  rspunti 

"  J)ou  art  dyceyued,  foule  trey  ton  iv  !  f  H  "  Yus  estes,"  ceo  dit  le  seint,h  "deceu  ; 

J)y  shryftc  may  haue  no  swyche  onour  :  J  De  confessiuw  ne  sair  ;  ;.        9568 

Hyi  may  neuer  do  )>e  pru,  12601  j  Car,  cil  qe4  neire  suwt  \»»- 

])e  feyrehede  of  shryfte,  ne  j)e  vertu.   J  lli.-n  OOM&t,  NUd  do  grant 

)5o  }>at  )xni  sawe  so  blak  \v/t//-ynn«-f  Pur  ceo  <{-   il  vn:  v..lunt£ 

•  re  rejientau/it  of  here  sy?me,       12604  t  Apres  lessir  lur  peche  ; 

And  are  now  come  to  ry^t  -.»!••  \vyl,  t  Si  ne  uni-  nirnt  plwx  talent 
To  do  pejUUWOe,  and  IK.  moiv  yl  :  Corucier  Deu  om//i|>otent  ;k 

)  ;n_'li  )?.•  shryfte  )>at  J>cy  haue  take,  t  Cest1  receiuewt  alwolm-iuti 
J>ey  are  asoyled,  and  Bynue  forsake.    12608      Par  vertu.  ssiun;1"  9576 

)>ere8-of  cum))  alle4  here  beute  *  !>«•  lur  l><)n 

Vn  here  soules.  '  se  ;  *  Vient  dune  hu 

But  f  12611  t  Mes  vi»,  <i« 

P>ut  luur  an<l  lykyng  yn  •  cuml.raunce,  'I  ; 

dt  )>i.ii  n«-u.  r  w.-nde,  *  Li  \ 

lint  l.lak1-  and  foule  wyf-outyn7  ende  ;  §          Ne  auere;  ia,  maueis0  felun  . 

•i.vl  )>ou  come;  to  Satan  )>on  go!  t  Dcal.l.-  vnM«'>.  »v  d.-able 


1  &s  II,  om.  0.        a  And  as  H,  A«  O.  k  A.  iiwerU  here,  Memtngly  by  rai.Uko  :— 

1  |wr.        4  al.        8  in  \>y.        a  bl;.  Tant  dutent  eneambremr 

Ceo  lor  rientde  Minted 

_  _^_  K  MMahl  I  l.i.-i,  ..i.l.-n. 


b  Kar  plusura  genj  en  le  secle  v. 


;«ta. 
*•  fet  ky*  •  beaute*  B,  bunW  A.        •  a,  ' 


396  End  of  tJie  Tale  of  the  Devil  at  Shrift;  &  of  R.  Bwnnes  '  Handlyng  Synne! 


To  )>at  sorowe  J>at  )>ou  come  fro."       12616 
he  wente  a-wey,  alle  for-lore,1        [leafw] 
A  deuyl,  as  he  was  byfore. 

Jjarfore,  gode-jpen,  wyte2  $e  weyl, 
Shryfte  sauej)  nat  a-lone  eche  dyl,3     12620 
But  $e  haue  gode  repentauttce, 
And  of  fory^uenes  gode  affyau?ice, 
And  yn  gode  wyl,  }ow  to  wit&holde 
Fro  }>e4  sy nnes  )>at  byfore  are  tolde.  pf.s-i,  c-.  aj 

God  graiwte  vs  grace,  swyche5  shryfte 
to  make,  12625 

And  for  oure  sywne  swyche5  penauwce  take, 
)5at  we  be  neuer  more  a-teynt° 
For  fals  shryuyng,  ne  for  feynt ;        12628 
But  grawite  vs  alle  vs  self7  to  ^eme, 
And    yn   oure  shryfte    Iliesn   to   queme ! 

Amen ! 8 


lanucl 


§  Hydus  fustes,  &  liydus  seie^  !  "          95S4 
t  Le  maufe  se  vetil  a  taut, 

Ausi  horrible  cum  fut  deuant. 
t  IT  Pur  ceo  ne  quide}1'  mie 
t  Qe  c-owfessiun  vaile  vn  nlie,  9588 

t  Si  repe?*tance  n'eit  en  onmpainie, 

Seur  seie^,  <|ei  (\e  rein'  <li<-, 

Voler  de  sei  detenird 

De  peche,  ait  chescmi,  &  desir ; e      9592 

Ki  nel  ad,  il  escharnist, 

Pur  ueir  vus  di,  Ihe^'ii  Crist, 

E  Deu  al  iugemettt  1'escharnira,  [if.  i?«,  eoi.  2] 
il  deuawt  tu^  iuge  serra.f         9f>96 


1  al  forlore.         2  wete. 
:'  alone  yche  deyl.        4 
6  neuermor  ateynt. 
8  0.  adds  'Explicit.' 


J>o. 
7  selfe. 


swych. 


H 


chescu//  se  garde  de  desor- 
dene  conscience. 

ome  deit  auer  seine  con  science  : 
Ceo  est  de  co/ifessiuw  la  sentence, 
&c.         &c.         &c. 


b  E  .  .  .  creej. 


a  sen  va. 

d  retenir. 

0  B,  Eit  chescmi  le  voler  &  desir.  A. 

f  Ohescuu  ky  fainte  tvmfession  fra. 


kc  horn. 


The  next  Treatise  to  Alan.  Pecche,  in  the  same  scribe's  hand,  is  no.  60  in  the  E.  E.  T.  Soc.'s 


ends  the  MS. 
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